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Leana Washingt

Movember 2, 1

By Charlotte luw
jack Community of EV Paso
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Movember Z, 1985, Leona Washington lives at 3330 East Missouri, E!
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Fasc, Texas. Her telephone number is S£5-20484, This |
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3 seminar paper on Black history in E1 Faso., My name i

Aito, ET Paso, My phone number is
then resumes? I'm just going to ask general

visit as we go.
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about 1917, 1718, csomething Tike that.

iy Did wour mama have T,BT

Wi Well, no.o Bhe actually didn’t have tuberculosis but she had swmptoms and

the climate in Mississippi was so low and it was suguested that she come
out here with an Army  family. And of course, she was amazed by that

family. She had taught schooi in Yazoo City but because of her health she

decided to come out West.
i: So she gducated., ihere did she go to school to hecome a teacher?
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To the normal coilege thers in Mississippi, in Yazoo Citw.

What was her name?

Loltie Marie Wells,

and do vou kKnow what the name of the family was that she worked for?
I realix don’t. I really don't. 1°m going to have to research that.

Your daddy came cut here at the same time?

Fozsibply & Tittle earlier than my mother, 1 gueszse 1715 or somefthing like
that,

idas he a Pullman porter?

Southern Facific.

he did.

.
When did they marpy?

¥ married

Then vou were born? ere wou the oldezt?
Mo, my brother Bugsne Jr. was borp first. Then 1 have anocther brother
Foland Ford, and thern I'm a twin o Leander,

¥our to wark atter and vour daddy married?

2he

she «continued to work and later on she worked for Mrs., Clarence

a picneer family here and lTived on Montana. 1 think

bhigock of Montana. She workKed there and

aid work, she worked for th far, 1 think she was

o

FPopu

first uh
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i

.supervisor of maids, at the Popular downtown,

i

Lihat was name?

i

»our daddy”

-

Eugene Ford.
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Wy He was born in Crystal Springs, Mississippi.

1t There were four chiidren of vou then?
bl Yes.,
i: Uhere did vou live, when wou were all woung?

Wr leld we were born on Tornillio Street and about th three ue
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moved to 1127 East Queriand which fe in south El Fazo.
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It When wour mom was having her babi

W Dr. L.A. Mizon., He wazs the famii

Iy oo owhen r#ou 2il were s to him?

W YWes,

I+ Did wyour daddy fravel on  the railroad at all or was he pretty much
stationary. He works... .

ir Sitztioned here,

Ir So he didn't itravel.

b1 didn’t irauvel.

11 What are wour eartiest memories of vour !ife here in E} Paso?

Wi 1 can remember we lived about four or +ive blocks $rom  Secend Baptist

Chur

[a}
oy

b and during that time, churches were the center of the hlack

community. Eversthing that really went on cutside of school was centered

around the black churches, There was a US0 in the old buiiding oh about,

in  the came bBlock of the Zecond Baptist, they used to have socials there
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iters would come, of course they were segregated then,

thevy would 9o down to the US0 which ig the Masonic building now,

ol




IT That vou remember?
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did thex live on posi?

1t Then their children went to Douglass School?
Wt Yes, they were bused to Douglass schooi? A1l blacks went o Douglass
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Sidn’'t have any cafeteriac and the parents would Fix us
mother, I remember very wividly, that she would put 311 of our lunches in
3 oig brown bag and then tie it Tike a chicken, vou Know. We would carry

that and zometimes zhe would walk haif the wav with us.
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oglder brothers where in school the same ftime vou were,
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triends that were Mexican and white?

Wi Wes, ahsz. Buite of & few of the families on Overiand were Mexican
AMEriCans 2nd wWe were wvepry close friends,
I Did fthex hauve their own school?
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I: Frimarily then, the Mewican Americans were wour plawvmates
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W Weil, at that time there were places

o+ the blacks Tiwed in south El Pasp and iater on they moved to the
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Wy Fredominantliy., Yes,

Did wou have white families in vour neighborhoods at aldl orf wag 1%t just

'

primarily Mexican Americans

Wi letl, there were zome whites in  the neighborhood but eventually ‘ther
witd move out when alot of Blacks o Mexican émericans moved in.

i1 What did ryou do for funm when vou were growing up?

Wroobe would ge  to Washingiten park, go on hkarrides, as I said, mostiy

church,

=1

his was then on Sunday eveninos or during the week too.
Wi Well, most of the time we weni to schaol and then by  the time we got

our chores  at home, 1t was time to study and get ready for

next dar. On Saturdavs we wouid play arocund in the

neighbarhood, marbe go toc the movies and then on Sunday went fo church.

Tr bhere did vou go to the movies?
bz went  to the old Crawford Theater, During that time we had o =it in

3

the baloonr and think we would go to the oid Falace, Plaza Theater.

: Did

Wi Yes. We would,
i Did you atl have 3 special name For the balcony ares.
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It 14 wou wanted popoorn of anvihing Tike that, did you go downstairs  and
get it. lWere wou welcome fto purchase things to eat and drink too?

B ez, Yes,

ir Did wou go to the Mexican theatsrs ever?
Yes, we went to the Mewican theaters,
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Hr Letz zeey , the Colaon theatersz.
i <ou remember what streets they were on?
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Wy Umm...they must of been on Soufth EV Paso, Socuth Oregon, one o

1 think,

went out to eat, wou and rour family

Lo
.

of the sating pl and blacks owned guite 3
few businesses at the time and we had cur own sating places.
1y Do owyou remember the names?
Let me zee, Winstonz',..eating place, let me zee, Chat O1d Man
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i it a regular restauyrant or in her home?
bl Tar restaurant.
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tatly. Ihat zbout when v¥ou wanted to get vour hair done  or

vour brothersz went to the barber?
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There were zome thal catersd to dAnglos at that time., Yes.

Do vou remember when the shorter hairstylesz came into vogue. lhen alot

ot white women startsd going o Darbsrshops., Do vou  remember, 4 wou
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gyer heard of ihe white women going o

beli, T don't Hnow because there were two or three barbers who catered to

5o the ones that catered to the whites were mostly downtown?
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Yee, uh hubh,

fand vou had vour own establichments in the Second Ward?

-2
Whai sbout music lessons, [Did wou  take music Teszone when wou wers



Tittle?
W: Yes, I did, There was a music teacher by the name of Mrs. Mitchell, and
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I don”t recall at this time.

it
34
[y 13
3
Y
st
Y
+
ey
fr )
“1
g

21
-+

I: blhere they aleo tezchers Douglass

in
11y
=
s
i
ia
-+
0
w
™
o
1)
)
0t

Wy Well, Mre., Hawsard...Mo, they were jusi more or less

It This is primariiy piano.
Wi Yes, primarily pilano. dand of course at Douglasse School our principal,

Olalee Melail faught vocal. Most of the children who, »you ¥now, were
taking music were alse going to Douglass School so owe had vocal and

it Did vou have a zports team a3t vour school?

and Midland and szome
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Wi Yes=, black schools.

Wr 1 den’t recall plaring...bo, Decause we were in a certain league so we

i

iv Dig wou all have uniforms?
Wi Yes, we had uniforms. And won guite a few games too!

It That's good! Good 4or E1 Paszso, huh?
e Yeah.

Wi Wes, we hsd 3 radic, sure did.
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Teiephone?

Wi Yes, a telephone,

Band did wou have wour own automobife®

e
™
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1 Yes, we had an old Dodge, sure did.

Iy Do vou remember listening to the radio when wou were 1ittle?

D
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What do wou remember listening to? What did rou enjoy?
W Oh, Tet me ses. Ummm...Fibber McBhee and Molly, uh,..oh, let me see...Br

the name of Godfrey and then of course, Mickey Mouse and those twpes of

and things like Lone Fanger. 1 remember the heating of the horse hooves,

i: Did vou ride the streetcar when vou were jittle?

bl 0 rode  the streetcar. The streetcar ran down San Antonio Street
which was north of Overiand so we would catch  the ztreetcar and go
wanieo 14 9o,
It bigre ihey segregated?
Wi Lell, wes, uh huh, wes., e would ride in the back of the streetcars.
i there & sign on the sireetcar that eaid thai wou had to?

Wr I'm  sure there was. I can’t recall at this time but I°m sure it was
1

beczuse many of the drinking fountains asnd places had colored,

T+ Dig thev have the
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igns that said "colored® or theyw

We I think the word "colared” was used,

You had different restaurant facititiecs... .
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i4: Hight.
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r Did thewy say “colored” 1

Wi Colored, uh huh.

i1 Do wau recall  if there were evyer any bovcotis by the black community
about the streetcars?

Wy I don't recall a staged bovcott but it seems as ihough when the military
came it waz just guietly, no one would make an issue of it if a military
person would sit beyond the sign or something Tike that.

Iy Whern did the mititary come? About what time waz that?

W Tt muzt hawe been in the ecariy forties, 1 fhink.

It During World War 11 was when the military began to sxpand here.

41 Right.

I+ Do vou remember if before that there were military famili
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i Elackzs?

Wy Yes.

It There were?

Wi Aha, especiztiy at William Beaumont.
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Wi Yee,
T Did weu ride the railroad, Tike go on vacation and leave EY Paso?
W: 0k, wes, hecause, vou see, we couldn’t go to Tewas Western., e had io

gince my daddy worked as a blacksmith’'sz
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I: Did vou have to ride in a special car?

Wi ez, it was cegregated a2t the time?

Jim Crow car?
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1, we had various names and that was one of them.

i1 What else did vou cali {t7?

Wi fLaughs: 0h, T don't think 1°d better sav it. (Laughter:

v I% will be alright,

It They weren’t wvery nice names then?
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W1 Yes,
It about eating, I+ vou wanted to eat?
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te aresz or did vou go buy  rour food  and

Wi Mo, I think there was a separate area but »ou would =it in the dining.
It ldhen »ou gradusted from high school or any of wour friends graduated from
high =choot  and wanted to sarn some extra moner, or even while rou were

righ schaol and rou wanied to earn some exira money
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work a2t zome of the blarck eztab
at  zkout Fort Bliss? lere the
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Plosed to work s
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and of course

Tizshments,

g any empiovment opportuniti Fort
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time.

g vou couid work and there

w
in

well, it wasn’t publicized bul those who did seek emplovment had or
fgsz meniat jobs until later on when they hired librarians and pecple, of
soU Know, of that caliber, educated pecple,

The peopie that wers educated here in the community that came here with

degrees or With higher schooling,

because the opportunities were so
the bBlack businssses folded. Many

The old back end of the sauth thew
ies,
What organizations did you and »ou

Did wou have any =soccizal clubs that
Mot really for woung people at tha
Frillis Wheatier?

Weli, Phiitis lheatier was more
I dont think we had any oroanized

a member of the J

r

unior branch of

4
4

at did thev do?

schoot, Many of our voung peocple je+i

imited. Uhen integration came many of

[a]

friends when vou  were
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tonged to?
ime, I don’t recall,

Women .

the MaAalR?
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Were wour parents members of the MNasCR?

Yes, we were quite active. I cerved as secretary back in the Fiflies.

dhen the eaply darve of the MNAACP, were they 3 social crganization as well
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around some of the issues facing the community.

Do vou remember in growing up that your family, vour mama and daddy,

0. We were concerned about the health probleme. Qur doctors could
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here were many  things  thal we  we
spportunity, to really get a broader scope of lTife,

Did vou feel that as 5 child? Did vou notice (47

Welil, we sensed it ially when we went off to and then ¢

Thiz waz afier vou graduated from high school?

Yes, uh huh.
And YOUR growing up vears, were vou ever afraid here?

Mot rezily, ngo, There was an  incident that reallv caused alot

I

ttention when one of our principals was kiltled, I think ithat was cne

the iszsues that realliy affected the hlack community.

1% must have been in the eariy thirtiss,

11

Do wou remember hie name?
Frofessor Byndy e what we called him.

ted? Home did he die?
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Wr ddeil, it was never really discussed in the community.

would discuss it but thev wouldn’t tell us anvithing about it. But we did

It Was it feit or at least perceived as being 3 racial issue”
W Yes.

It 55 it was nct ap accident. Everrbody Knew that,

Wi Mo, it wasn’t an accident.,
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Wi Un, not really. We Knew about it from studies and that sort of thing bu?

don’t  ithink  ithat they were very, very prominent here in El Faso., EI
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sybtie. You just, From the looks  in

peaple’s  eves vou would Know  vou weren’t welcome and vou just didn’t

Bother “cause wou had the familr’s suppert and the church’s support. It
fnet didn't really become a part an issue in the woung people’s Tiuves,
The wider people certainly saw because the jobs were so Timited.

It Uere the jobs Timited not only because of color but hecause EVT Faso was

behind as far as being an industrialized city also®

Wi I'm sure that was one of them, wez.

o
-

Even the wvariety for menial jobs was probabiy guite Pimited?

s leit, that trues and that” the reasan many of the bilacks went into

business, ¥ou Know,

o of businesses were ihere?
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W:  Oh, gosh there were drugstores, restaurants, and barbershops and then we

fe)
..5_.
£
i
w
N
S
or
L
o)
s g
=
L]
i
e
~F
;::v
Cad
o
i
1
Hg
-y
h%)

i
—+

Wi It started off, 1 think The Sputhwest Guide and then The Torch.
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changed names angd then i1 sventually [bhecame]




It So it wag active in the fifties, I mean in the thirties?
s

izsues from that time pericd?

Tt
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Wi Umm, I don’t have any but in the sariv forties I have some of
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I think,

I It would be good i we could find some from the fhirties,

Wi Yes, aha.
iy Alright, there was x newspaper then, was thers any grocery stores?

Wi Yez, we had grocery stares,

It Who were the black grocers?

i Let me see, we had the Spiller grocery store, the meat market, the
Cherard meat market, we had our own mortusry,

I Who was that?
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Wi He was Fulimore. He was on & We had just zhout

Iy Uid »ou patronize them., lere the biack community members o

ery supportiue

r

Wi Yes, wes., Well, many of them had no other alternative but to zupport,
iy Did wvou have ciothing stores alen®

4
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Wi Ves, we had some clothing stores and many of the women were dressmak

but we could go. vou Know, and buy clothes in some of the stores.

It The "white oniv® siores downtown?

W: Yes,

it Mere vou allomeed ta trwy on the clothes?

Wi ez, at the Pooular.

I+ Was there a3 separate dressing area for vou?




: 1 don’t remember if that was per ge, vou ¥now, bBut you were ,
welt...told, »ou Enow, ¥ou were ushered to a certain dressing area, ¥ou

know, whether it was segregated or not because it wasn i, vou know, no
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igns or anrthing.

iy lders there any other businesses? lho owned the drugstores?
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Wi Uh, we had a Wiltliams

rugstore, Darnell Drugstore, umm... .
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I3 What about your doctors and nurses and dentists? Did rou have »our ouwn

i R~
i Tes,

e Uh huh.

i What were their names?

O course, Dr. Mixon, Br. Collins were physicians, Mbs. Dr. Willjams

was one ot the denticsic.
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Iv Did you have nurses that vou can recall that were trained nurs

fived here alznf?

Wi Yes=, uh huh, hecau School were bBlack and FRuth
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wWas ohe of the Firet black nursez in the EV FPaso Public Schools.
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Do wou remember any names of any of the other nurses eariy on?
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Wi I have them recorded but not right off?

It Who were the most successful blacks in the communit»? The peopie »ou and

rour family looked to as being prominent blacks?
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I: Did you have any political invatuement? As a community did »ou all get

together and try to make things happen differentiy in the community ?
Wi Yes, ves we did, and in most of the political railies or discussions or

seminars were held in come of the biack churches., The Second Baptist was

the leading church at that particuiar time, We had many of cur friends

¥
g
T

wha were white who were very sensitive about csome of the icsues and

wongid come over and join us.,

It Theee were the came people, these were your ministers and vour teachers
znd »our doctors that led the community? B0 they were & profecszional
group? You think wery well educated [groupl, “though smail?

Wi ez, wes, most of the people were learned people.

I+ They were a1l able to read and write? Mot a1l 1'm sure most of them were
able to read and write,

Wi Yee, most of them.

Lis them did,
it So the parents feit tike————- ?

education was very important.

I
e

1+ Do vou remember ihe Depreszsion?

Wro Well, wes, I really do. [ remember that money was wvery, very short, Ue

didn’t have that much monev so0 it wasn’t 3 crisis it was just that we

dust didn“t have many of the things that were necessary.

it Your daddy continued his job?
3 {es,
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Wr 1 must hwawe been, oh, I guess about eight or nine mavbe something like

that,
1: Zo it rezally didn’t seem like it changed wour life very much or the 1ife

ot the people arcund vou, the Depression?

e Mo,

i+ That’z =something I don’t ¥now even here in EY Fasc the depression was
feii that much because the economics in the area has alwars been
depressed.

Wi That’s true, that’s {frue.

It ldere there miced marriages?

Wi Yes, ihsre were guite and

[+ 1)
Y
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few, ezpecialiy with the Mexican American
Blacke and when the military came it was on the uprise.

I+ Thess children of these marriages went to school at Douglass School?

W1 Yes, at Douglass School. 14 the #ather wss black they would be

It 14 the mother was bBlack would the children aleo be considered

droo ves,

I+ S0 it didn 't matter which parent it was?

Wd: That s true,

I: Were the marriages legal, watid?

W Weil, I really don’t know but I'm sure, vou Know, they were.

i+ 17we read some of the newspaper about the controversies that took place

o
i3
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on the mixed marriages, early on. You Know, it was iliegal, it was

sort of overtooked, it was brought toc the attention of the judge and then
it owas throwen out., But as 1 understand it these were legal marriages,

Wi Yesz, uh huh. Many of them went to Mew Mexico to get a license.
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You mentioned rour own mortician, when someone died you had then ¥our own
Biack mortuary or  vour own funeral home. lWhere were your loved ones

buried then?

Mozt of them in Concordia?

I don”t Know at that time but Mr, Rozinski came into existence during the
time that i had & reason to Know about the ownership,

Did families take care of their own areas, do vou think?

o the city didn't fock after the cemeterv?

Mot realiv and it doesnt look after it now.

Do vou remember the Anti-Discriminiation Aot of 19427

Mot then, not on
ithen the restaurants and hotels were cpened up to evervbody?

Yez, uh huh. E7 Paso never did have any riots, you Know, and that sort

151

of thing and ther Jjust gquietly integrated.
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Lo vou remember the City Council having meetings and writing up  an
I remember Ted Bender wsz wery active, [ don’t recail who was mavor

Sightsinger, uh hubh,
'td you ever zttend any of the meetings that were in preparation for this

ordinance. Did vou work within the black community fo help get it

nassed?
Well, ves the NowiCP was quite active, vesz we did,



I: Who was the head of the MAACP then?
We 1 think H.L. Washington.
I: Is he till Viving?

csentative from
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Wi MNoo He passed away and his daughter is Dellum

y epr

Catifornia, 1 ithink, she was one of his assistants in Washinglion.
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any other peopie in the community that wou now of From the

n

white community and Mexican &mericans  that were supporiing  the
desegration of Ei Paso? {lLong pauser The churches or the religicus
commmun i by

Wi I can’t recall right off but many of them were very, very sensitive and

very sypportive even if they didn’t come ocut ocpeniy.

I1 Have wou been to San Antanio or Austin?

Wi ves, I'wve been io San Antonio., My daughfer’s in Saint Mary’s, I'm going
there this Thankegiving.

It Do vou, from talking to people there that vou know or that are in dustin,
do you feel that rour experience as a black was different in growing ug
from the experience in Zan Antonioc of Austin?

it Weti, the oniv thing is that the population, the biack population waz s0
smail here in E! Paso., e never did have a total black community, per
ze, as ther have in many of the other cities,

I+ You mean 3 community that waz segregated and Kept rounded up in one area?

W1 Yes, right, because in the early darye we more or less were, vou kKnow,
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fast long because the Mexican MAmericans would

mave  in and some of the elderly Anglos would not move out, Lo Bl Fazo

ie unique in that respect.

iy Did vou Tive with Chinese?

i i, we used io go down because the Chinese were more or less  in  south
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El Pasoc too. Thew had their businesses so we were just Tike, rou Know,

they would welcome us,

I+ They were not segregated establishmente?

Wi Mo, no but it selves  in
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the earlty davs.,

11 Do wou think that, 4rom what wou Know of the other communities, 14 wyou do

Know, the feuvel of discomfort or fear was different in San Antoniao? basz
thers more animocity foward blacke there, do vyou think?
l: I really don't Know but there were more Dlacks in San éanfonio and Sustin
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were more conscious of some of the disciminatory issues, where we were
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I: You Feti like the Dlack community here were on the move, they were
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o, many of them were hecause as I said many of them could not +ind

smpiorment, Back in 1884, there were only twenty-Ffive black +families

ase moved to Californiz.
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Did many of those who graduated from Douglass go on i college?

4t Yes, they did. Many of them are doctore and lawyers and owned

busipesses, Yery prominent people in San Diego and Los Angelss,

Iy Did wou think it all

l_l'l

range in growing up that vou went fo your school

CL

and that »ou were zepsa the other schools or was th
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rnormal experience far vou?

W ddell, we were wery
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red and we would think why shouid we pazs San
Jacinto echool and have to go all the way to Douglass and we were  all

friends in the same neighborhood. We grew up with Bert Williams because
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ffin angd we would wonder why he went




Washington

we would have to go to Douglass, but it wasn't something that haunted us

X
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Jou knoe, Kids don't retain issues 1ike that.
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Wi We thought about it. e wouldn’t go to the same churches, we wouldn’t go

to the same schools, we wouldn’t see them in any of our restaurants, but

Iy You Enow, Bert Williames was one of the four council members that woted
for anti-Discrimination Act to pass.

Wi Bure. “Yes, I Know, I7ve ¥nown him for a long, long time.
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So he was vour friend when you were & Tittle girl?

41 Yes, my brothers and Bert used to fight. We’d run him back cver there g

fr Do wou think the cultural mix here really heiped to, not just that thers
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was & small black populsation, but that E1 Pas

meiting pot?

Wdr 1 should think szo, uh huh, I really do because sometimes [  wonder why
the three cultures when there is many, many more cultyres ithat
real Built EY Paseo.

i+ hat three cultures are they talking about?
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Iy Multi-cociored, ¥ou ¥now, sort of Tide the rainbow coa
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think of snvthing., What about if you were to =zee the history of blacks

what would vou 1ikKe to see done? What would rou Tiks
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Washington

W Ak, ‘et me zee., I would Tike to

W

ee the confributions that hlacks hauve
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contributions have they made?
Wi oWell, I hate io sar it because 1 read ambrose’s, Editor Ambroze’s

editorial this morning about the song, 1 wrote the official song.
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Wi Yes, and Tet me see...Francis Hill's grandfather was one of them Indian
scouts and gawve the land that Thomason General is on ncw,

It He donated the jand where the city-county hospital is?
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hiztory, Dr. Mixon was the one that stood up and ordered us to vote in

[

the primary inTexas, There are any number of things that blacks have

made contributions  ihat have not, vou Know, e not weitten in the

Risiary,
It UWe nezd to write them down. We need to have them zomeplace where people

Wl Meil, that's true and do vou KEnow what Charlotte? e wer
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to go Vicketr-spiit over here at the McCall Center but it was the

k)

funniest thing. The Mexican Americans had asked for a cultural center a
tong time ago and they just, you Know, weren’t able to get it because

ther wanted <come huge thing. So when we named the McC

)

i1 Heritage and

Culture Center, well they =aid,” Why can vou get a heritage and culture

1l

center and we“we been asking for one for a long time.® So then the

council decided they would change it to the Neighborhood Center., Well,

wWe have Mexican American Bible study and it just wouldn’t be fair  ip
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fuzt  have ajoit of black wmaterial until we «¢an change it back to
Heritage and Cultural Center, It°s a neighborhood center and i we'd
have all of the black material and histery and evervihing 1 guess they

would guestion it, The city =till ocwns the, vou Know, but once we become

(=]

awners we can do whatever we want to. We Kind of stopped focusing on

T
wm

ck heritage and culture but we still do it ¥Kind of under the cover.

i1, while some of the old people Tike Mre. Haywood are stiil alive we

we  jusi missed any number of opportunities just sitting back and

What have the bBlackKs built here, do wou think? Anrthing about what they
contributed to  the community? We have then the land where Thomason is,
the plavgrounds,

y oy, ummm. ..l would have to say, of course everyone has done  thati,
but  the churches byt many of the @nglio churches thev're either Scuthern
Baptist or affiliated with some sert of convention or something like
that, But most of the black churches are built by blacks because our
conventions and conferences and things Tike that don’t have that sort  of
money  and  they don’t hawve +fupds o builid black churches. Just tike M1I
Zion, the peg

ple raised over $300, 000 themselwes to build a church,

You think pasesing along

o

ducation too would probably be much  the
situation the school evstem. You really didn’t get too much support from
anrone for rour schools early on did rou?

Mo, that’'s true znd right now we're guestioning the policies of the EI
Faso Independent School District, e don’t have any blacke in policy

making positions and it'z because they didn 't let us aduance early an.

e were Hept in the classrcoms and now they have a policy where you have




ther Tause when
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and many of

the majority of black teachers at Dougiass had their Master”’

at that time but they wouldn't
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promote us and so we guestion their, rvou Know, situation.

Wi Yes, fairpess., I think we might try to press the izsue,
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It What zhout in governing o
Wi dell, wou Know, with o few biacks and so scattered out we would have g

form some sori of coaltition in order to be elected and that has been one

of our problems. Oh, I guess about ten have run for office but ‘theyiue

been defeated.! believe one dav 1771 trv to run.

i
ey

I+ Well, thark wou wvery much. If vou think of any other contributions

them down for me... .

B Okaxr,
I+ Zo we can, ¥ou Know, be sure we get it 11 recorded,
Wi 1 think what wou're doing, Chariotte, is one of the things that, and I

(11}
1

feel real guilty because thi: something that blacks should have done
¥E8arz ang rears ago and I don't feel guilty in that sort of sense but

we've been here and we'we just done it piece by piece but your going day

atter day and we were even irying to get some funding to really get =z
good  hiztory of blacks here but we could never get us together and |

think rour io be commended, w»ou really are.

o i

: Well, thank wou, Leona.
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really enjor it. I'm realiv enjoring what I'm

doing. I think its being in the right place at the right time.
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