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ANCNYMOUS
July 2% and August 8, 1978
By Yvonne Gomez-Nelegon
Class Assignment
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cing to start off by asking' vyou questions about your background,

B

ok

s

A1) right,
ldhen and where were you born?
I bern in Santx Barbara in 1909, August Z3rd.

Would wyou  teil me

[+ 13

tittle bit about wour family? For example, what
naticnal ity were your parents?

Hell, my grandmcther, she used toc be full-blead French. My father was
Mexican and Indian. That’s why my mother was Miss Flores. See, that’s
my middle name, Flores. So that’s why we got French blood, see? M
[greati-grandmother wused to be full-bliocod French when the French were in
Mexico, That'z why we got French blood.

What did your father do for 2 living?

He was in the Army all hie life. He went all the way from private to
colonel and was the Chies of Folice from Parral all the wary to Santa
Barbara, He was a pural. He was chief of the rurales and he gpatrolled
Santa Barbars and Farral every pnight with a huyndred men. 5o that’s why

he was a coionel, full-coiconel in the Portfiric Diaz Army.

Weil, to tell wou the truth, he was 3 talabartero. Talabarteroc means
that he make boots, saddies for the horses and all that. And a fella
there when he was young, he =tart tease him =soc my father Kill him. And

during that time ©Don Porfirio Diaz pick this people that kKill somebody

and put them in the Army by force. Sc he have 1little education there
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when he got in the Army, so Porfirioc Diaz give him education. That‘s why
he write good, see? That‘s why he started to be in the army. That’s all
to it.

G: Before you came to the United States, where did vou live?

A1 I live in Parral,

G: And waz it only Farral that you lived in?

Ar Well, we moved +From Farral to Santa Barbara, but like my mother say,
because my fxther move us all the way 1iKe that. When we come bhere we
come because Fancho Yilla, the troopz of Pancho Yilia, got in Parral and
they burn one of my mother’s coueins in the front of my mother, But my

mather, during that time my father was already dead, she buried the

M

Y

nzda, also the rifle, and the wniform because FPanche’s troops was

Kitlting all the government men., That’s when Pancho Yilla went up, ¥ou
Know, That was the fall of Forfiric Diaz. Pancho Yilla and also Zapata
IK

and Mar

R4
"

A}

Y

So during that, my mother used to cock for zome Syrianz, arabes,
And Fancho Miltle got in Parral  and he didn‘t do nothing to the

Lforeignersy, rou Know. He put a train for all that americancs, Jews,

=

arabes and all that so that ther can get out of Parral and intc  the
United States, So my mother, because we look like Americans, the Arab
that she used to cook for told her, "Come with us. Go with us." and my
mather was locking for that for a3 Tcng time, to go to the United States
because she knew later on somebody gonna squeel on us and Kill us, you
Vi, 5o my mother <etick to  this pecople and we come to the United

states. e com

4

to live over here in Juarez. When we come and cross

that river, during that time wvou just have to be immigrate, that‘'s ali.

What do »you mean?

fwy]
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Just put your name and all that, that‘s all. Immigrate, they call it

immigrate.,

[dx]

0 that’s what you did. You didn’t, say, cross over the river one night?
No, no, no. You just have to immigrate. See? My mother, my brather,
and me, we pass here any my mother was looking for my uncle becausze he
iwas a barber on E1 Paso Street, Sc she leave ue in an emptr room there,
me and my brother, without to eat or nothing. Any my mother went looking
for my uncle, this [points to a photographl, her brother. She found it
and he have two rooms and he tock us there about,..we cross the bridge in
the morning, and about in the afternoon, about six, seven, without to
eat, drink water or nothing, he tock us over to hic home and then we stay

there. That’'s the beginning of cur lives in United States.

Do you remember anything about wour Tife in Mexico?

delly cver in Mexico that I remember a little bit, that I went ower to

the school  there, because [ was 2 bov about, oh, five, cix
b 3 ) H ]

i

even ¥

o
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cid. 1 remember a little bit, “cause there, I don’t remember the name of
the zchool, ! believe it was the Twenty-ninth School. That‘s all 1

remember from  there.  And alsc when we got in the train when we coming

mere, That's all I remember because I was too young, rou Know. lWhen we
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ven yearse and months, almost eight.

Lan you tell me about the house wou lived in? Can vou remember that?
Was it a nice house, was it poor?
Moy it was apartment house.

In Mexico,

In Mexico, in Parral, and alsc in Santa Barbara. 1 remember, juct hardiv

remember, it was two rooms. But my mother used ta  telld me, we still

having focod to eat, you Know. #&nd that was the main thing in those days,
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¥ou Kriow.

G: Were you as poor as some other people in Mexico?

& Oh,  ves. After my father die we were poor. We wear no shoes, no
nothing, vou Know. That's why mpther stick to this family. GShe used to
work and come ocver here.

G: Could vou tell me how come your father wasz murdered?

fes, sure 1 can tell you that. My father was patrolling the towns., So
they have a dance cver in Santa Barbara. By that time we used to live in
Santa Barbara and my mother used teo cook supper for him because he come
toc eat supper about twelve or ocne o'clock in the morning. So, he told
his boys, his second, to go and patrol that dance ocver in Santa PRarbara,
vou  see. Thewy go and watch the dance because it was locking Kind of bad

and he told them, his second, that go and patrol, and he told him, "Well,

can 1 go with vou, John?" He say, "No, I can go mrself. I gonnz  eat.
My wife is waiting for me.”

[€X]
)

he went in the house, vou know, big shot and all that. #aAnd he

went to the house, he eat and zverrthing. And he say to my mother,

&
14
i
[
m
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3]
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[

in the morning. Goodbyve,” and all that. Oh, it was
about, my mother toid me, about Z0 or Z3 minutes that she heard a shot,
zeeg” zcy, my mother =ay, "Well, mavbe the pecple drinking there or
something." Later, 15 minutes later they bring the body of my father in

i

tas, vou Know, two-wheel carretas with one horse? And

X
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my mcather, of course, was crring., 1 was little., My brother was a little

bigger than me. And they went and got the kKilier and everything, see?

His aszictant got the Willer and a1l that. These were brothers that went
te  the dance and asked, "Who Kill my brother?® Ore of the fellas there
teld him, "Torres,” and they thought it was my father. But it was

Q»
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another Torres, See what I mean? So, that’s why the Kill him by
mistake. They thought he was Torres because he was taking care of the
pecple, vou Know, on the horse, patrolling the dance and all that. Later
on, even the gquy that kill him say, "Well, it was a mistake." “Well,
anrwar, rou have to pay for it."

Oh bov, rou should see how they treat the man when thev took him to
Jait, WIth ropes, vou know, like that [motions how the purales dragged
the man with ropec]. Because they used to treat people bad, vyou Know,
the rurales? But when Pancho Yilla start the war, he went out, thev put
him cut again. That’s the war he got killed.

Did ryou ever get tc see Fancho Villa?

Mever did, UYh uh.

Did vou see the uillistas?

reah, I remember the villistas on horses, and what they do and all

that in Parral, Oh boy, vou should see what they do. You kKnow, Chinese

1
T
2]

1
o
(W]
1
b |
jos |
s

arral, they have restaurants, “nd the Chinese pecple
make bLig mistake to poison some of the villistas, vou Know, in the
restaurants? So the willistas Know about it Tater on, and they used to
g oon horzes and with ropes in the streets, you Know, they just drag them
a1l over in the town, The Kill them like that. It was awful. Dh, bor.
How do  you  Feel  about Forfiric Diaz? Was it right that he was
overthrown?

Well, in one way I Yike it on account of my father, but in the other way
I don’t 1like it, What I like is the Unjited States because my life is
right here, and cur government heip us a lot.

Do vou have anvy thoughts on the Mexican Revolution?

Mo, not at all,
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When you moved to E1 Paso when you were a child, where did vou live?

I Tive right on Seventh and Oregon in apartments, two apartment story,
You Know, they call them precidios. But during that time, Seventh Street
was just dirt street, El Paso and all that you know, way’ back,

Did vou go to school here?

Yes, to Sacred Heart,

Is that the only school?

I went cver to Lopez, now is Aoy School. 1 went there about a year, and

then my mother put me in the Sacred Heart.

When did wou quit school?
When I was in fourth grade, because I have to work to live and help my
mother, That’s why., Otherwise I have better education.

I wunderstand that you were =& poor that you once wore only a coat to

Wi
]
o
Ci
Q0
-

s that right? Would you tell me what happened?
g

¥

fhat’z right., That’'s when 1 was going to Lopez School, now is Aoy, And

1 used to go with thiz coat even in the snow with no shoes, just the coat
onlr, They call me The Cocat Bor, ail the borvs there at the school. So

my teacher got so tired--it was Mizs Higgins, that 1later on <che was
grincipal--and zhe got so tired to see me like that che call Misc
Corbert., Corbert uszed to be the principal of Lopez School. So che sent
the porter ower there to get me to the office. aAnd the porter there went
cuer and, "Torres, they sent me to take him to the office." Miss Corbert
want to see me, 5S¢ they got me there, but never take that coat off, cee?

5o they took me over to Miss Corbert, and Miss Corbert ask me, "Why

don’t wou take that cvercoat off?" And I was crying. &nd 1 ¢aid, "0Oh

+
o

no, I can’t, can'ti® And I was crying. #And then she told him, the

porter, "Take his coat off.” So he come over and fight with me and took
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it off and 1 was [nakedl. And even Miss Corbert cry. Imagine that!
Even Miss Corbert cry and the porter see me like that, They didn’t
believe it. And it was cold, you know. No shoes, no nothing, Jjust with
mv coat. Go Miss Corbert got on the phone and call the Salvation Army
and she sent us [tol the 3alwation Army, and Salvation Army give
everything., That’s why I always help Salvaticn Army. 1 always give my
clothes and everrthing. 1 take them down there, also sometimes to the
Goodwill.

By “everrthing," what do you mean? Furniture, ciothes?

Ci

[w]

thes, sometimes an old stuff. 1 uszed to take evervthing to Saiwvation
Brmy, even when I was working at the Red Cross.
Eut what did they give you?

Ther give me shoes and pants, -

1]

hort pants that we used to wear, and

medias de popopetlo they call it that during that time, all the way here

[moticne  to hi

11}

Kneel, and pants that goes right here [motions againl,

and give me shoes, laced-shoes, 211 the way right here Imotions to his

=

shinl, we used to wear thosze shoes, you Know, And [they] give me shirts
and couple of sweatere, nice sweaters, and coat, and underwear. Clean,
vau  Wnow, nice. During that time, the Salvation Army used fo be on the
corner of Utah and Overland, and now i¢ Mesa., Mow iz cver there, is &
restaurant there. And  thew help me a lot. Even they went over to my

hause and help my mother, They bring us stoves., UWe used to sleep on the
ficor, and they bring us beds zo that we can sleep. Very nice people,
the Salvation rArmy. Feople don”t Know about it, but they reailr are,
during that time. 1 don’t Know naow,

What jobe did wou have betore »ou wer

a taxicab driver?

1)

Well, 1 used to cell papers. 1 uszed to shoe-shine. and after shoe-
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shine, I go to a corner of a store there on Oregon and Seventh and help,

fiis name was Remijio Flores, he have la miniatura there and have littie

truck. That's when I start fearning to drive. It was a truck, a 1?14

truck, those pickups, small cnes. 1 learn by myself., Nobody show me how

to drive or nothing. But during that time, it was not traffic at all.

30 1 learn to take the delivere and all that. Also, 1 sell papers, and

)

go and shoe-shine shoes, down on Ei Fasc Street, boots during that time

fcr a nickel,

I used to hang around Sheldcon Hotel, where now is the, 1 helisve s

the Flaza. [ was there when the Sheldon Hotel burn up . 1 got pictures

there to show it. And I used to go and se!] the R_xGblica, iz Mexican

paper that used to be here in El Paso, and the Harald-Post. It was a
small one, not the way it iz new. And 1 used to sell it over ta Del

Morte, Del Norte Hotel. And the one we sell on the corner, because theyr

have two places right on the door on the corner. And Gilbert Roland, he
p d y

¢

[
"
i
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o
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papers on the door, he have that., Luis &lonzo is his

real name. He born here in Juarerz.

N
]
i
(1]
o
=
L]
5‘
10

born in Juarez?

I

12t what he told me. Even about, let me see, the last time I saw him
cuer in Los Angeles, 1 went and look 4or him with another friend 1 have
there. And we talk there in Spanish and all that and I call him b Luis,
and he turn arcund and Took me Tike that [motions with facel. “Oh, wou."
by we used to sell papers?' "Oh yeah?" But he was a beggar. He
lives. Very nice man, He make his career very nice, over at

Frankiin School, Oh, bov,

G: Werz most of the newspaperboys Mexican-@merican?
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Yery few Anglc newspaperboys?

Just few, Jjust few., But most all Mexican-Americans. Also, Elias Mora,
the cwner of the Harris jewelry, used to sell papers with us. He died
already. '

What did you have after the newspaper?

Newspaper job? Well, I got me a route, Herald-Post, in the morning. And
the Herald-Post building used to be right on the corner of Santa Fe and
San Francisco. But now is the center there. And, when I got the route,
I had the rcute all the wavy to Courchesne, way out on the other side of
Smelter. 1 used to roll papers in the Smelter in the top and cross to
the oiher side, go down.

‘2 the name of the place?

Courchesne, The =chool still stay there., Iz closed, but it still stav
there, way out, north of El Pasg Del Norte pass. Used ta be E} Pasoc Del

Horte pase, Mow, ig Guay Faszs, Eecause the Courchesne is the one that

zeil the rocke to the cement plant and all those rocke, see? Used to be

Cel Morte Fass, Just hardly you can make it with two care to go.

lwhat is i1t calied now?

The MNerth Pass, e etill the same name, #And I used to go there,
gnowing, raining and evervihing in bicycie, and you don‘t feel it when

¥OU  YOUung. Mow they got cars, motorcrycles and all that, and still cry.

Trhis new generation don’t Know wha* it was during those davs, when United

States start building theirsel$ up, In other words, I <call myself

[

pioneer of the United States like every old people like me, thevy say the
peop '

1

A

T

Jt?‘eil‘lg.

Atter that job, what did »ou have?

After that job of papers, paper route I have, I have a friend acver in
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where 1 Tlive, in Canal Street, that used to work for the Western Union,
And then 1 asked, "Hev, can you show me how to work there?"  "Yep. But
that bicrcle is all mess up. 1 don”t think you can make it." 1 say, "I
can fix it." That’s when you wanna work. He say, "Well, if vou fix it,
Just hang arcund with me and I show you how it is." During that time,
the Western Union have about 150, 200 messengers. Now they don’t have

any. [Snickers.] &So, even all they boye of Western Unicn, they used to

call me Cola. Cola means tail because 1 always go with them, behind them,
¥OU Know? and, well, I stay about a month like that, learning, vou Know,
the ropes of the work and all that. Br that time, was building the
fifteen picos, vou Know that building?

Which one?

The First MNational Bank Building., 3o, the Western Union move right in
the corner there and the messengers used to go to the basement, and I...

And  the «chief messenger, Carics, I don't remember his last name, he ask

me, "Did you learn already? 1 23y, “Yes.” "OK., 1 gommz put wou in.
You o wWanna  worK?t “feah." &nd we used to wear uniforms and all that.

2¢, I work there in bicycle about three months, ~fter that, I buyr a
matorcrclie, They have Indian Chiefs and Scoute, 5o I buy Scout, one of
1

the small ones, and started learning with the bor's motorcycies

. I was
abcut the second that we have motorcycles there, vou Know.

How old were »ou at this time?

Chy 1 was about, yeah, fourteen, #And we start learning tricks, all the
motorcrcle. I got with the gangs of motorcrcies. And we used to put up
shaws on  Sania  Fe Strest. During that time, ie¢ not the way it is, It

used tc be bricks a11 the way in the sireet, from Second Street all  the

way to the bridge. We go also, naw is the Mesa Motel. It used to be a

10
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big hill., We used to go hill-climbing., Vrrrrerr, Pa’ arriba. And  the
people go see us in Sundays. Wery nice.

S0, 1 stay there, in the motorcrcie, oh I work in Western Union
about vear and a half, I think. ,And then, I broke my leg. But it was my
fault because I wasn’t driving my motorcycle. 1 was with a +friend of
mineg, Alfredc Lopez, that he was part owner of the bank pharmacy, now at
the bank, vou Know, now., He retire now. We were going to see the girls
over in [5Snickers] Bowie Zchool, because they just open it. aAnd during
that time, that they start paving the Seventh Street, but they have the
tracks’ pavement already, and vou go on the motorcycie on the tracks, vou
Know? So we were going on Florence. 5o we saw this fella with a horse
that cross the alley, the other side of Ochoa Street, and he alwavs have
a lot of dogs. And, well, we saw it from a block on that all the dogs
pass br¥. 5o, we use to call it Raton, Alfredo Lopez. So, he Jjust Keep

on going, and when we got to the ailey, ancther doo was camin runnin
P " Y 1 3 1

1]

the Tast one, and he hit it “em and 1 broke my leg., HMNothing happened to

Bim, but I was riding in the back and I broke my leg. #aAnd I stay in the
Frouidence Hospital nine months, Fravidence Hospital used to be on
corner of Frospect and Upson, used to te a building of two stories, hotel
or private house used to be there, 1% was nice. Insurance par for that.

This insurance, was it Western Union?

Western Union.

1}

This Job  that you had with Western Union, vou said there were about 150
to 200 workere? Did this job have any fAnglos in 17
Just few, mija. Just ally 1 think they all Mexicans.

I'm going to start asking vou about vour teenage Tife, now,

When I was dancing and all that? 1 used to work and dance.
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When did vou start dating? How old were you? You had menticned that ryou
were 14 and going to cee the girls at Bowie.

I was, let me cee, about {4 or {4 vearsz old. 1 was going with the girls
and that was the age during that time that you start looking for girls.
And my aeather was all rude with me. She grow me up the way it should
be. And, well, anvway, I used to go out dances and all that. That‘s
when I started dancing. #And alsc, I used to work., 1 work nights, you
Kiow,

You worked nights?

feah, T work nights for about 3

D }

!oyear

i

ell me more about vour dating., You would go to dances?

Well, wyeah. During that time, they have tardeadas, vou Know, in the
atterncone? From three to six. And was beautiful.

here were these held?

Well, in the Cardinal, the Blue Bird. The Blue Bird used tc be cn the
top  of  the DMewberry‘s, over on Texas and Stanton, second flcar. Yery
nice. They have elevator and everything. But during that time, vou have
to go and ask the mother of the girls, “Can vou piease Tet me dance with
reur girlFY "Yes." Nowadays, is a ict of different, see? Even the bovs

that drink, 1 didn“t used to drink during that time--ye on 1

w

by 13

Y
-~
by
-

ztart drinking, everybody does--but they 9o to the bathroom and  theyw
drink there., They don’t want nobody fto know about it. HNow they even do
it in the front of vou., Looks bad. That‘s it.

Oh, well, I was sc good to learn to dance and then I got my nickname

that is <till zall me, a lot of people cail me Meico. Melce mean

n

Melcocha, because I used to be a good dancer., 1 used to get dresses from

Jarvis Store  over here in E1 Paso Street and San Antonio free because |

2
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always dance waltz., During that time come those rumbas, "Maniserc 3Se
Va," and 1 learn it very good. And I have a lot of girls that dance
good.  Sunday, they give me a suit and next Sunday they give me shirt and
pants, ties, because I always come on the top. Gee what I mean? #&nd all
the girls, vou Know what that means when you go dancing and all the girls
betiind rou. Ther want you because »ou good dancer and they Know 1 win
all that stuff, vou Know., 1 have good time when 1 was young. Ewerybody,
I think they do the same thing, you Know. Now that vou old, vou just
remember all that good deals wou have. [Laughsl

G: How did you meet your wife?

A: Ohy, my god. I meet my wife on the dances first. And she was beautiful,
She have the red hair all they way here fo the shoulders. White, blue
eves. Beautiful girl. I used to go with the most beautiful girls in the

dance, on account that I was used to be & good dancer, because they after

me. #And she used to go there and I =zee her and I see her, and I used ta
o H

gz out with another girl, good-fooking., But I like better her and I saw

-’

I gonna try, rou see, if she dance with me.

3o, 1 went over and dance with her and she dancing beautiful., Alzo 1

©
3
L
f2¢]
3
14}
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Y

nd myvseldf that she 1ike the way ] dance. Since that time, we

[y
1]
i

¢ to dance together and all thzt, and was wvery nice. 1 was wvery

.1
)
in

™
+

(=&

able to her. So is her., And I like her, the way, see? So, next

-
By

—r

fter ¢

by

e dance, she disappear., And then I read in the paper that che was
at the marathon dance, over in 1800 Magoffin. So we have a agroup that
used to singy you Know, and plar., UWe used to sing even in the radio,
KT=M. KTSM used to be on the top of the Del Norte Hotel, that I believe

te when it start., And, it was a day that Curl, we used to call it Curl

I3
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Brown and his Four Stevadores, and Curl went over [tol talk to this man
ot the marathon, vou Know, if we can play there. And I was so bored that
I cut all my hair, vou Know, 1 was pelon.

S5 the boye that wused to play with us, the group, they told me,
"Come on. Let’'s go play over there where they marathon.® By that time,
I remembker that ehe was there, you see. 1 sar, "0K, but 1Tike this? The
way...?" [Motions to his headl "Yeah, like that.* OK, so we went out
there. And during the marathon, all the orchestras from Juarez and all
over, +ull pecple, immigration officers and everybody go there nights to
see the marathon, walkathone, and also dance. So, we play there a few
songe and she csee me and I see her. &She didn’t believe it that I was me
becausge was pelon, rou Know, baldr. #aAnd, since that time, I start going

i

fe see the marathon, walkathon, dance whatever it was., And, but she star

o

two months, day and night. She was the winner, with Chariie Loek [Mrs.

Torres” winning partnerd., Borv, I don’t think anvbody can stay that long

)

hesze dars, Decause she have the witaming, I think. #After she come out
ot there, all the people, "Sign vour name." You Know, and all that, all
the pecple behind her. Ard I zar, mavbe [ have a chance again to talk to
her and dance. And then she start going to the dances and I start
dancing with her. Since that time, we start our life., and Tater on, we
got married, we have Kid, granddaughter.

Tell me how wou get wour job as z taxicab driver.

Well, that’'s when I broke my leg, 1 start hanging around with the taxi

Q
a
a.
—t
or

ad a friend there. Then Ramon Telles, not the young, the old man,
ueed to be a bricklarer and blazter and all that, him and McKee. He die
alreadr, die multi-millionaire. He was the father of Richard Tellesz, Iis

in the courthouce now., And 1 was 14 vears old, but 1 was tall and I used

14
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tc hang around there with a cane, During that time, the 1010 ‘taxi wusced
tc be Overland and Kansas, alsoc he have Ramon‘s Transit. 1Is stil]
running, his son run ‘em, 35S0, he say, "Why don’t you drive fér me 2" I
say, "Moo, I can’t. 1 have no Jicense and I'm too young to drive." And
he say, "Well, I can +4ix you that," Because he have Kind of a 1little
pull in the courthouse see? 350 he say, "Soon as you get a little better,
1 gonna fix vour license and vou drive for me." I say 0K, but 1 used to
go every day to pass the time because can’t work, ryou know, on account of

my leg. And when I was a little better, he say, "Well, 1 think you can

drive now." But I was scared because I was young. During that time,
those have no examination at all. You just get your license, that‘s all
to it,

Sz he took me to Ernest Green, judge. The Jjudge used to be there.
Mow hie nephew is Ernest Green, Jdr. or ccmething. He's the federal
Judge, his nephew. And Ramon talk to the judge and told him and all that
and he =ar 0K, 3o, thev give me a little card with his name, and 1 come
over and got my license. 1 still got cne +rom 1928 over there, some
place, That’s the time 1 start driving cab, see what I mean? 1 was
sixteen years old, It was about the end of 1924, And my first car  that
I drive was & Ford, 1%14, 1% have a radiator, vou Know, where you put

the water and all that, it was a brass

™

oler, You have to Keep it shine,
It lock nice, rou Know, Tek, tel, tek. [Simultation of car noice.]
Boy, vou chould see it, Mo heaters, no air conditioners, no radic, no
nothing., #AnRd vou have to crank it. Even sometimes, you have to put the

Jack on the tire to start it during the cold weather, it was sao cold, vou

know, lde  have cortinacs on the side, you know., That’s my start when I

start driving cab. Since that time I drive a cab for about 45 vears.
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Were most of the cab drivers Mexican-American at that time?

Right,

Were you ever treated in a bad way by any passengers because you were a
Mexican-Americann in those early, vears?

Ney no. They treat me good. 1 have a lot of hold-ups. They even leave
me, ¥ou Know, when I was there,

bihen vou started driving a taxi, who were vour passengers, say, the first
20 vears that you drove a taxi?

The Afirst 20 years that 1 drive? Well, the passenger was the Anglo
peopie, Mexican people, Mexican-Americans, even colored.

What did vou usually drive?

Weil, I drive a Ford.

ihere?

Ohy I drive ail EV Pasc., I used to know all El Paso, but it was small,
Not the bigger it is now., 1 used to Know every street,

And Tater, did vou drive all cver El FPaso or did vyou have any set route?

Moy always drive all EL F

nr

s, even when they put the radios in the cars,
and the meters, You Know, we getting connections with the radic and I
start learning the nsw streets, because the old ones I know everr allev,
gvery street, just Vike the palm of my hand,

Zc, vou really got to see El Faso grow.

Right, right. Correcto, right,

Are there any changes thai happened over the vears, aver those 40 vears?
Any changes?

Well, the changes is that is big. MNow they have the freeway. Is lot of

difference., I saw when they build those big buildings and they have

hotel, They have the station for G. H. Railroad over behind the Herald-

|
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Fost now. Then they build the Union Depot for all the trains that used
tc come there,

I mean mainly ae a taxicab driver, changes as a taxicab driver?

How?

Well, for example, vou had said earlier that you began using meters, and
when vou started driving a taxi you didn't have meters, vou didn”t have a
radic to hook in with the dispatcher.

No, no we didrn’t have that. WMo, no during that time we just charge penny
a plock, 10 cents, guarter, or vou can come all the way to this side for
i3 cente. lhere I live right now, we used to charge 20, 2% cents, right
here all the way from town, MNow they charge rou almost five doliars,
Could vwou give any highlights of wour tawicab career? For example, what
famous peopie Jid wou meet or did you ever have any accidents or were you

ver robhed?

11

Well, 1 never have an acczident vet, thanks God., I never been in a wreck.

I have tickKeti

1l

y, of course, because zlwars 1 was on the street, I meet
ot of pecple that have money and all that, very nice Anglo people that
treat me nice, even give me & big tips. There was & roung lady that I
tool over fo ithe airport, and she start talking to me about driving here
in EY Faso. And 1 said, “Weil, all right. I get my Tiving and I got my
family and all that.® And when we got close to the airport she say,
"lyetl, my father drive cak in New York." And I got so glad cause she was
the daughter of & driver, »rou Know., &nd when 1 got to the airport, 1 put
hic bags and put it right in. Anrd che sar, "Thank vou, Here for the
meter." We uszed to charge & %1.40. "And here’s ten daollar tip."

Golly!t That was very nice.

Right. #and 1 have 2 tot of people like that. And I have Lucille Ball,

k!
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you Know.

she say, "You know Juarez verr good?" And

take me to places there and show me? 1 go

by the arm. WVery nice, I still Tike her.

“Take me tgo this bar.® &nd 1 took her and

and &ll, wou

Know, they were glad. #And

souvenirs for the family and all that,
ingide an hour, you Know.

M.

we come right back she pay the meter,

»ou Know, and put all the change, dollars dimes and nickels.

yours, Mr. Torrec,®

Wdazg the tip more than the fare?

Ohy twice as more,

How much did »ou say?

Well T got, in the fare, it was three hours,
we  Charge V73 cents an hour.

when she started., And she have moneyv,

was three or four hours, wou ses, and she

That what zhe pay me., 3She was glad

Ard I pick her up over in the Depot.

And she say, "Well, since 1

Torres, take me back because 1 have to take the train,"®

that she nearly Kiss me, “Goodbve

Aand she talk to me and

I say, "Yes, ma“am.” "Can vou

with you." And she grabbed me
So we went to Juarez and she,
who she

I told the guyrs was

then she went over to buy some

And she suppose to take the train

know vyour name,
"OK." UWhen
Thern she put the purse like that,

"That =z all

During that time, I beliieve

She was young during that time, vou know,

She par me the fare, I heliecve it

glve me mecre moner on the tip,

Mr. Torres, Mavbe next time I come and Took ¥or vou. Give me your
card,” and ail that. I was so glad, vou Know.

Later, it was a year after, | got Rogers. You know that guy that
got...Imotions to his evesl, is a cowboy.
For FEogers.
rRoy  Rogers, I got him at the airport. And he come over and sar, "1'm
Roy," but 1 recognize him.

13
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G: What vear would this have been, do you think?

A: 1 don’t remember the wear, but I got him.

G: UOK, can you say, was this the “S0s, ‘40s, ‘30s?

A: Oh, I believe it was the “S0c. He was a big shot already. And he say,
"You Know places in Juarez vou can take me?" 1 say, "Yes, sir." "Qk,
tet’s go." 1 took him cver, he was Kind of different with me, you know.
Mot like Lucille Ball., Well, I see that and I respect him. So, I hold
it about two hours there and then said, "Take me back to the airport.”
When 1 teook him back to the airport, he just pay me the meter and pay me
a quarter tip.

G: That was a quarter tip on how much?

I

On the meter was two hours, and %$1.50 plus the trip. It was about four
dollar sixty cents, He didn’t even give me the percent he supposze to
give, like I do, rou Know. And since that time I still got .that in my»
head,

G: Sc vou think he’s muy codo?

Ar Oh, he's muy tight., HNo wonder he get what he got now. But Lucille Bail,
zhe got more than he got, but she’s nice to everybodv., 1 believe that

che gtill the same. 1 TikKe her,.

RHOTE:  FARTIAL TRANSCRIPT ONLY. TWOD TAFES NOT TRANSCRIBED.
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