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Mevil Shed
February 28, 1984
By Dr. Charles Martin
1964 Texas Western NCAS Championship Basketball Team

Okay. What I want fo do is Jjust do general background questions AFor &
Tittle bit. Then we'11 get to the team and everything., For examplie, we
alwavs start off by saving, "Where were you born and where did ~ou  grow
Sc where were rou born and where did vou grow up?

Okar., [ was born in Mew York City in the South Bronx. [ attended one of
the city schoole there, Morrie High School. 1 can say that I°m the son

Tat  of

Y

of & poor man, vou Know, not coming from the syndrome as saring
Kids in MNew York City never seen a cow, a chicken, »ou know, but & large
portion of my Jite was located right there in the city,

Um hm, in the south Bronx. South Bronx in those davs was a 1ittie bit
different than it is today, by reputation?

It was bad then and it is worse now., It is in pretty bad shape. é Tat

ch

X5

of things hav iged,  The 3rd Avenus EV which waszs a famous part is now

;43

tern down. & Tot of the oider buildings are torn down now and  are
replaced with projects, or it e just an open lot, Other parts look Jike,
sou kKnow, the bombing of Germany or something. It really looks, it looks
wery bad, Yery bad,

You plaved high school ball there?

|t:'
w

., at Morris High School. I was an A11-City plarer and an aA1i-
American.

Qkay, And did vou come to Texas Western after vou Finished there at
Morris or did ¥ou go on to another school first?

M, My 4reshman year 1 zttended a black college, North Carolina & & T,

A1l right. After one rvear of play there [ decided that, rvou Knoow, it
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wasn’t  the schooly 1 wasn’t learning anything there. It was ali
basketball and nothing else. #&nd counseling with my mom and my coach, a
gentieman by the name of Hilton White who was credited for bringing or

sending Willie Cager, Willie Worsley, myvseld, MNate Archibald and gquite

i

few other ball plarers from that same area.

So he was more or less the Texas Western connection?

Yes sir, he was. When I came back to MNew York City, it was a Kind of =
thing where I had fo go out and work and the Kind of work that I was only
able o get was that hard labor work and I just was not really readr for
that and Kind of +rightened that I was going to be Vike the other quy on
the biock, vou know. 1 started scheol hunting again and being that I was
a zophomore, wou Know, I had a Yot of eligibility left, There wacs a past
ballpiarer here who plaved for Coach Haskins by the name of Willie Brown.
Wiliie Brown told Coach Hasking about us and Coach Haskins got  in touch
with Hilton White and when he &Gntacted me and said, "Butch"--which is my
nickname--"do wou want to go to a Texas school? Without any reservations
1 said, "Yes, ldhen do I leave?" I never had 3 visit down here but, you
Know, 1 just came and by golly, this is the bezt thing that ever happened
to me, It has its ups and downs now, ¥ou Know, by all means it has its
upe and downs, but it was one of the best moves 1 ever made.

How did rou feel about teaving Mew York City and then being at Carclina A
& T Hfor a while, coming to a school off inm  the desert [withl a
predominantly white or white and Mexican student body, far away from the
skyecraperse of New York?

Well, when I 1eft Mew York City to go to Merth Carclina, it didn't ceem

Pike, vou Know, I was & long way from home, I kKnew that Grevhound bus

could get me back in Mew York City in about 12 hours or so. 1 had, rou
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bnow, relatives in the area which made it Kind of, rou Know, comfortable
for me, But, when told that I was going 2,540 mites, vou Know, away from
home and flving for the firet time, right there, 1 automatically began to
teel, shall 1 say culture shock, That‘s a good word for it, excited, vou
K. I guess 1 was considered to be a dude, you Know, 1 was looking
for, vou Know, right an, the cowboys and the oil wells, 1 felt kind of
funny after vears thinking about, vou Know, flving over El Faso and
saving, "Hey Cager, there’s no oil wells arcund.”

{Chuckles)

Vou Know, there’s not really as much wild, wild west as 1 figured, You
know, the Mexican population did not affect me too much because we have
aizo a Jarge population of Puerto Ricans, So 1 felt at home with that,

fAs  far as just really getting out of a black neighborhood... The first

et
m

Time set foot on El Paso soil, wvou Know, 1 was kind of glad for that; I
was leaving a hell of a place. And, you Know, 1 automatically seen a jot
of promising things that couid be to my beneficiary.

Un hmy um bm., Okar, well, Tet's see. (Telephone rings? MNow  when was

your first wvear here?

(29

Okay, Tet me see now. My first vear was in ‘42,
Okar, 5So wou were a senior then by the time of the...

Mo, T was & junior during the time of the NCA& championship era.

Okar. hat were vour initial impressions of Coach HasKins when rou
showed up?

Well, wou Know, Coach Haskine and Cosch Moe Iba met Willie Cager and

myself at the airport and he was a nice little, young, handsome, jollw-

Tooking Tittle guy, vou Know. And, vou Know, they were real nice to us,

and welcomed us here and fed us and you Know. We were pretty excited of

]
u?
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course to get on the campus and see how the life was, Easy going, mild-
mannered guy, vou Know, and I automatically said, "Her, I‘m going to Tike
this guy here."” And  when we Teft Mew York it was cold and here the
weather was peautiful and 1 =aid to mysels, “Hey, 1'm going to Tike it
here, This guy is going to be 3 real good guy for me." 1 remember the
firet dary in his g¥m, you Know, he got in there and he chot around with
ys, and told me certain things he expected from me, vou Know, and this
may¥ sound funny but he seemed Tike the ideal T.M. coach. You Kpow, the
kind ot gur, "That’s my coach, Don Haskine!" and it reaily made it real

exciting, and of course being so far away from home, you Know, I Felt a

-
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Yean. What did you think of your teammates when wou First got here, too?
Hew, they were a bunch of jocks, vou Know., OFf course I had to go through
the era of the freshman, vou know, the jokes, their Tittle special littie
Jokes ther had where they took you acrose the border. That was a big

ihing then, wou Know., We got along real well as & team. 1 think that’

11}
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one goeod  thing about Coach Haskins® team. There was a sirong ciosenes
right from the beginning, As far as the fear of playing basketball, I
did not have any fear that these guvs were going to dominate me or I was
going to dominate them. You Know, at that time, 1 consider now still
that MNew York is the basketball capital. aAnd I felt when it came tno
that, I was going to hold my own but, vou Know, 1 felt real comfortakie

around everybody and evervbody was real nice to me. That’s what made it

realty so good: nice coach from the beginning and a good atmosphere, vou

N

i,

Know, with the athletes.

UKar. Mow what happened when you started practices with Coach Haskins?

Mow,  That's a different story. The firet thing I remembher is just being
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cut there ip my civilian clothes and a pair of sneakers on and he started
putting me through, vou Know, a couple of Tittle drillis here and there
and 1 Figured, "Oh well, this is going to be about five or ten minutes.
I“m going to show him my stuff and everything.” And five minutes became
ten minutes and ten minutes... To make z long story shaort, we were out
there about 45 minutes. He really got into the basketball. #t the
beginning of the first day of practice, you know, which is real exciting
for everybody, here’s where we're going to really start getting things
“ h

done and thie man...l mean, hey he was a different person. He was

oL

tenacious, that’s the word. @And he used that word a lot, tenacious. aAnd
I did not, I couldn’t zpell it, vou understand? 1 didn“t know what it
really meant, but as time went on, I had a good idea of what it was. i
mean, he got down, Work, work and work, you Know, You got into a
situation where, vou Know, vou didn’t have time to think about being
tired.

Um b,

and 1 really got, 1 mean I really heard a 1ot of nice things from him.
He never curcsed at us, vou Know. But he had a talent for saving certain

&

thinge to wvou that vou wish vou were cursed at. Like for example, if I
may. He had this famous thing with me by saving, "Shed, wou wild man,
Yot He zaid, "1 your brains was dynamite vou'd blow up this gwm." You
Know, Or he’'d call wou, "You big sissy, vou don’t have no guts to get

sl

a

out there and work like vou're supposed to.® Juszt calling me & si

(11}

Hey, 1'm a big-time, you know, 3 basKetball... I want to play, vou Know.
You can’t call me & sissy. He had that beautiful knack of challenging

#ou.  "If you're not a sissy, vou show me!® "Moe, vou get a2 dress for

that big girl."® And he was a slave driver. 1 really thought he was &

=
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siave driver.

Um hm,

I tell vou, I thought this was the worst man on two legs with a pot
belir. It was a total difference from the first time I met him. There
were times when I got chewed out severely but the thing that I reallwy
liked about it is that if he chewed me out Monday, Tuesday was a new dav.
You  Know, he never carried cuer anything. And that was good so that |
Knew that come next time, or the next time I get on the +flcor, 1 don't
have to worry about what 1 did. And I think that‘s & good policy in
lite, too. You Krnow, if today is prettr rugged on wou, it's a beautiful
thing about thie world that if God gives vyou ancther day on this earth,
vyou got a chance to Kind of make up for vesterday’s mistakes, you Know,
or  evaluate “em, and make today or tomorrow a better one and that was z
good philosophy that he carried over,

Did vou Tive in the dorm on campus and whxt was it 1iKe arocund the dorm?

Well, we had this one famous dorm, good old Miners’ Hall. A1l athietes
ared in that particular dorm at the time. It was an zll-male
dormitory. There was a famous curfew, I think it was at 12 o'clock, 1
don’t  remember what time it was. At a certain time the doors would be
focked on vou. I remember during the summertime it was burning up and in
the wintertime, you Know, you darn near froze. There’'s one thing 1
remember about the dorm, about Miner‘s Hall. In vour rooms vou didn®t
have an air conditioner. What it was [was] that on one end they had this
big old blower, you Know. It just blew down the hall and for vour room
to get coid, you'd have to open vour door and going to the potty at

nighttime was death! It was a possibility that »ou might get frost-

bitten because wvou had to cross. That wind of that air conditioner was

&
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ally & trip. #And, oh ves, vou Know, coming out of HMew York Cityv...

Wednesdays particularly was Mexican day, it was Mexican meal dayr.

M:  GOh,
Zy AYY right., And 1 remember my first time having lunch on Wednesday and 1

walked in and saw this weird Tooking food, vou Know.

-
-
.

{Chuckles?

.

Aand the clientele that was serving the food was HMexican, =0 1 said,
"Excuse me ma‘am, I mean what's that stuff?" And she said, "Enchiladas,
tacos, tortillas, menudo,” vou know., And 1 =aid, "Nahbh.® The onlyr
thing 1 Know about Mexican food was Spanish rice, the red rice and heans
that we had in Mew York City. And it took a long time before 1 could
consume that stuffy they alwavs had a cold plate which consisted of cold
cute, a little salad, and I =taved with that for a long time. Mow  vou

can’t Keep me away from that darn ctuff. @nd, vou Know, Jjust like

—

trpical dormitories, you Know, Wednesdavs it was Mexican plate day.
remember ancther day you had the roast beef, mashed potatoes and peas
day. That never changed. 1f there waz a change, we thought it was
Christmas any time of the wvear. That was something really funny about
it. They fed us well, e ale well there. éAnd, of course, certain times
we had our special meals and there was a good gathering. The regular
Tife of the basketball plavers and thev'd jaw about the practices. dnd
oh, of course, ves, we called Coach Haskins a couple of Tittie names
there, w¥ou Know. Sometimes {1 was) wishing that 1 never came to the
dorm, and alwavs it was amazing how it turned arcund so quickly. But vou

had to be x special tvpe of guy to play for him, rou Know.

=
<3
T

Yeah.

il

And 1 always felt that I'm sorry I came here but couldn’t wait to get to

7
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1
practice the next dar., I°m going to show that l1ittle fat so-and-so-and-

so that he’s not going to do this today because I°m going to be on top of
it," but Nevil Shed had & Knack of alwars getting in trouble., 1 remember
sometimes I always thought that he staved on me so hard that 1 went to
bed with him at nighttimes, vou Know. 1 think sometimes I was hic
whippin® dog.

bere you the clown of the team? Or you and Togo?

Weli, me and Louis Baudoin, we were more the amusing type, vou Know. £
jot of times I remember he used to chew me out because I had this one
thing i+ 1 ever scored or did something, like whenever I shot a3 basket,
I"d run down to the floor and 1°d applaud. {Claps hands) 1°d just clap
my hands, you Know, and at first he thought I was showing off, but hey, I
was into the game. 1 was really enthused and it was like a i{rademark of
mine, 17d grin and once in & while some of my antics on the floor Kind
of probably came out amusing., Oh ves, I guess 1 was one of the joKesters
on the team and, vou Know, that’'s what made that team so unique. Even
under  hard situations, vou Know, there was always time for a 1ittie
amusement, which vou've got to have, that release valve. &And we did have
that on the team.

Haskine motivated you through frequentiy staving on vou and pushing vou,
You better bhelieve it, That‘s right. I tell wou, wvou Know, our
practices far and none were harder than zome of the games we plaved. aAnd
I tell you, with what we had to go through in practice, when it came time
for  games, ryou Knew... Hey, really, 1 didn‘t Know what pressure waz
because I Knew that i+ I made a mistake in practice he was going to come

down  on us., In a game he came down on us but you were so well tuned up

br the time vou got to the game, you didn’t worry about it. Ouertimes.

g
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Hew, overtime was a new game. 1Y some of the time when we were down, and
I say some of the time because most of the time we’d be nose-to-nose or
we'd be ahead of a team, we never worried about it, vou Know. 1 guess it
was the urge: hey, [ better ctay ahead or I better not let that team get
too far ahead of me. But, vou Know, we were =5 well-tuned and
programmed--1 guess was & good word--that pressure was no, no object of
it, You Know, we could withetand the pressure,

What did you think you were going to do when »ou started out the ‘&4

1]
I

eascon? Did vou have any idea how succe

"

sful you might be or,..”?

Funny thing »ou a

0

K. 1 remember one day in practice when he was on one
of his war whoops again, he sat us down and he was talking to us. #And he
said--and I can aimost remember like it was vesterday--he said, "Just
ook  at ¥iall. You're +ar and none the worst bunch of athletes 1 ever
had., Just look at va. With the way you all look, 1 doubt if we’1l ever
win  half of our games. Just a pitiful bunch of athletes.” #nd, vou
kKnow, sitting on the bench after practice and perspiration +alling all
off me and evervthing, I Kind of lookKed down the bench and we looked 1ike
& sorry bunch of gurs. 1 mean, vou Know, me being the tallest guy on the
team, 478", weighing about 100 and nothing pounds socaking wet, and then
»ou goi David Lattin, a big, beautiful specimen of a black athlete. Then
#ou got Flip Baudoin with, you Know, it, 1 mean, we, it was... Then vou
got good oid Togo, that’'s & different Tittle, and we said, *1 don‘t Know.
It going to be a rugged seasan this wvear." But when we started

plaving, it was altogether a different team. ATl those Tittle textures

+
o

thletes, vou Know, definitely jelled intc one scund unit. Oh, but it
wag, it wWas...we were a sorry bunch of gurs.

;o

{Chucklies) How well did wou get along with the other coaches, too?

i



We're talking mostly about Haskins, What about Iba or the others?

Well, »rou Know, that was the funny thing. You Know, Coach Haskins, we
knew that was The Man and we had a little funny thing about Coach Iba,
Moe Iba, wou know. He had a little, Lin falsetto voicel a lTittle Mickey
Mouse woice, ¥ou HKnow, And he would sometimes try to vell at us, but
we'd Kind of look at him [Vikel ahhh, vou know, "get ocut of here.” fAnd
he’d szay, [imitating Mickey Mouse;NNeuil, get over here, Get ocut on the
court,® aAnd I1°d Kind of Vike want to blow him off, but we Knew that [if]
he d be sgueaking too much that the Bear was going to start to growl, vou
know, and so vou'd Yisten to him. The thing I Tiked about Moe 1bha was

that even though he tried to vell at us, he was sharp. The man Knew his

¢

%'z and 0°s, rou Know, and he Knew just what I had to do to survive, and,
vou Know, to make the team go. @&nd, vou Know, you'd get mad at  him,
particularly when vou got this gigantic man roaring down your throat, vou
Hriow, Then after getting, wou kKnow, vour clothes blown off you, then
this Tittie squeaky guy is going to be getting on vou, but you'd Kind of

listen to him because he definitely knew the

]

et aside ali that agony and
Game .

Um hm,

At that time Coach Haskins only had one assistant coach., @And the
mightiest man of all was Ross Moore, the trairer. God bless Ross Mocre.
The man I tell you, he Kept us walking under all circumstances,
Sometimes I thought take two pille and see me today, vou kKnow, was the
ansier, He made men cut of us, vou Know, He had that thing where he
instilled in me that, "Mevil, vou can play with pain, but you can’t oplav
with an  injury and by gqollv you better know the difference." dand he

didn’t give us any sympathx. But when the injury was there, he was right

id
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on top of it. And the care that this rugged man..., the touch and the
care and the way he taped the ankles and made special pads and 2171 Kinds
of braces for us, vou Know. Even gave injections. There were a couple
of times when we'd go across the border and some of the athletes, not me,
but I7we heard about come of the athletes coming back with a "runny nose"
¥ou Know, quote unguote, vou Know. He had a very dynamic way of giving
ue a dose of peniciilin, vou Know. 1 guess he thought those Tittle butts

were dart boards because he’d really right in there, vou Know. And  he

w3
o

we  good needle  and, wyou Know, I think that was a good health fact
because 1+ you didn't want to go behind the dart, you know, it was bhest
to kKeep vour nose clean., But oh, he was right there with us. There was
some times that if we did something wrong, I mean Moe would get on us in
that mighty voice of his, vou Know. Hey, he was of strong texture, too,
iith Moe, when Moe said something, everybodr listened, including Coach
Haskins,

What about your strle of play. How similar was it to what rou plaved in
Mew York? Was there a New York style or something?

Totaliy different. Coming from Mew York City, a fast pace. You  Know,
run and gun, run and gun, ¥ou Know, not nice neat passing, vou know, I
came here., FRemember the first day of...this one was a scrimmage game we
had, I remember grabbing the rebound and pitching out to Bobby Oibler
who was on the team at that time, rou Know, and 1 took off down the
t1oor, I ajwayes could run, vou Know, and I'm down on the floor with my
hand up there, "Throw the balli Throw the ball!® And I'm looking at
Bobby Oibler. Bounce, bounce, bounce, bounce, pass, pass, pass, and some
more  bounce, bounce. Then finally we get him, we probably scored.  dAnd

P... "What vou doing man? Hey, pase the ball here.® @and 1 remember cone

11
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time I got on one of the athletes so bad and 1 remember Coach Haskins
zaring, "Son, in this program we pass the ball. You‘re not back there in
one of them city slicker places., We pass the ball." And that first year
it was a big transition but I bounce, bounce, pass and it taught me poise
and & leot of scund control  and you had to really beef up on your
technigues and we won. #énd later on, 1 thought, 1 guess he had a reason
for  that because he probably feit that he didn’t have the type of team
that could run, vou Know. Later on, particulariy the vear that we won
the naticnal championship, he et us go. It was =till the bounce,
bounce, bounce but it was a lot more passing action and, vou Know, it all
depends on who vou had handle the ball and we were well-rounded with
talent, »ou Know, guvs that can do a lot of things on the floor.

What about defensze?

That was the ogame., 1 came to him, vou know, TiKing defence. & lat of

Kide from the City, a Yot of Kids from the City, vou Know, they 1Tike to

[y

shoct  the ball, wvou HKnow. 1

ame to score, not to play defencze,
contribute a jot of that to Hilton White, our coach in Mew York., He did
put a tot of stresc on defense, Defenze to us was our offense and coming
down  here, you Know, I enjored plaring it and 1 had, »ou Know, a lot of
times, wou Know, the opportunity to hold some of the FEbetter athletes.
And we plaved. And I mean there was a 1ot of pride. It was hard. There
was a lot of times that the ball never went intc the hole because we
spent a lot of time on defense and I wmean drills, drills, slide, you
Know, the dive for balis, boxing ocut, rebounding, That was a big part of
his game and he is still known for that. énd to held a team down for

three or four minutes or having to get the ball back quick in order to

zCcore, ¥ou Know, to beat, vou Know, that all-mighty time, vou know, that

iz
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was something that we enjoved or heing down early in the game and going
into the overtime., You Know, io us it was like 3 new game because we
knew we had all that pressure and stuff that was drilled into us during
the practices, vou know, e took pride in our defense,

fM: Did vou ever run zone or did he only let vyou play man~to-man?

o

One time in my Tite I remember plaving a zone, my senior vear. 1 think
we plarved one of the Utah teams and thic team had a real guick team and
Coach Haskins cobviously felt that we couldn’t handie & man—to-man. 5So we
plared this darn zone and I remember as the game started, rou Know, we
got the tap and everything and we scored. And when we came down to play
defencse and they saw us in thie two-three or whatever type of zone it
was, the coach was mesmerized., 1 thinK he called 3 time-ocut, Even the
referee~-1 think it was Irv Brown, one of the well-Known referees--he was
shocked, Like, "What are vou doing, Don?" But our zone 1 think was
almost  a little different, too, because we were =0 man—to-man orientated
and our movement and adjustment was so quick because of how he taught us,
vou kKnow, 1t was 2 really tough zome to try to crach, And  then
remember  later on in the game when we had a couple of margine, he let us
play man-to-man just for a Tittle while and I was glad that that one fime
in my 1ife under Don Haskins’ supervision that we plaved a zone. Very,
wery rare  that rou’d see  that., Matter of fact he hated a zone and 1
think he =tiii does.

My I°m cure inside he does.

fM: Well, how did the first part of the season go when wou were in  that 744
team? You got off to a prefty good start as I recall,

kv

fes, we got off to a pretitr good start, you Know., And some of the iteams,

o
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¥ou  Know, the media, vou Know, and other people who are critice of the
games saying, "Well, this team is a promising team here but they are only
plaring only Twiddly-Dum University and it’s going to be & big difference
when we go up against some of the better teams that we’ll be plaving in
the near future.® And it seems like, vou Know, every game we plared, we
piaved them well. WWe never really biew anvone out but vou Know we had a
very sound Jead on  them. And as  time went on Coach Haskins started
putting together his combinations, you Know, what would be necessary in
order to plary against different teams. One thing I heard time in and
time out is that, "Wait “til wou play the next team.” Al1 the way up,
throughout the whole <ceason, wuntil our last game which was against
Seattle., At that time we were along with Kentucky and Duke and a junior
college, the only teams in the United Statec that were undefeated. #And
it just so happened that earlier that dav, Kentucky and Duke and the
dunior college [lwerel defeated and he said to us that, »ou Know, "Right
now you're the only team in the nation undeteated,” and for a minute &

Vittle butterfly, you Know, that feeling that, "Ub oh, can we hang on or

]

this going to be our night too?" and it just =zo happened that we Jost
that particutar game and it tock the prezsure off of us.
Um hm.

One thing I remember. You Know, it was funny that, rou Know, like I sa:

£
s

our personaltities were quite different, vou Know. @A couple of the Kids

Wer e

i

itting and we had the 1Tittle chips on our backs once in & while,
And I remember, vou Know, we went in about 8, 10, 13 and 0 at the time,
Jou Know, Kind of got o little cool and he tells us, "Get on  the +iocor

and everything, and we Kind of get real cool, "Yeah, I'm bad," rou kKnow.

feah,

14
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Um hm,

And T remember him sitting us all down and saring to us, "1'm going to
tell wou a story about when I was at Oklahoma. Thew had thic thing where
they wused to shawve freshmen’s hair off and I was not about to have this
happen to me. hat I went and did, I found the biggest damn +oothall
plaver on  the team and Kicked the heil out of him." We all Kind of
looked up. #And he said, "Mow I know you all have been winning a couple
of games bot anytime vou feel a3 little =alty and vou feel that vou cannot
fisten to or do as I say, I'm welcome to oblige you." #And, vyou Know, we
Kind of, I don’t Know about the other guys, but I got the message loud

and

i

iear and when he said, "Shed, get on the floor,* when 1 Jjumped up
oft the bench, my feet were moving befare thev’'d hit the floor. #And the

other guvs, the bigger studs you Know, they probably, vou Know, still had

[PAUSE]

i

wa

OKaw. Like 1 was =aring, you Know, evervybody’'s action was a little
difterent, for we Knew that you just don’t take advantage of him. And we
got the message. We were a little cockyr. “ou Know, why not? & team
Pike that. Heck. HNo one knew Texas Western Coliege. I used to go back
to Mew York, vou Know, particularly after the second wear. "TWCZ® i
mean, "Who's that? Where’s that at?" You Know, and hey, now we're
starting to get a little recognition, vou krow, of course we were &
Tittie salty. But it changed.

What happened that night after the loss in Seattle?

Oh, gosh, fesg! Well, there was a curfew. {(Chucklesy Coach Haskins

told ue ail that we had to be in ocur rcoms 1  think it was 12 or |

o'clock, and we said, "Hey, this is the last game of the season. ide’re
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going to Kind of hang out & 1ittle bit." 5o we had this deal at 12
o'cliock  you Know, when he goes around and checks the rooms, we’'re going
to be in our beds, vou Know., Everybody would be present and accounted
tar.

Um hm,

He came by the rooms; evervbody was there. The minute he walked out the
door and left, we got off the beds and proceeded right. Now 1 was &
Tittle siower getting dressed and then some friends were going to meet us
downstairs, I think we were on like the, I want to say about the ninth
or tenth floor in this one particular hotel, 3Sc the rest of the guys
went on downstairs and I finally trailed behind them. By the time 1 got

downstairs, vou Know, the car was full and they left and they were going

et

to send somebody back fo get me, 5o I was standing out there waiting and

all of a sudden 1 szee Cocach Haskin

W

nd Coach Iba coming back into the

0

hotel., Se 1 iried this, "Oh, God, 1 wonder i+ they‘re going to check the
FOOMmE again. S0 I made this mad dash to the elevator but  they got to
the elevator before I did. 5o if you could imagine me scared to death,
running up, vou Know, these 10, 11 +lights of stairs trying to beat thiz
elevator up there. With the grace of God I did. All right. I shot down
the hall, got ic my room, 1 heard, just as a 1 zlammed the door, the
elevator doaors are opening up and I said, "I wonder what the hell is  he
doing checking rooms now?’ And 1 heard them KnockKing on & couple of
doors and no one ansiwered, so he just started banging on & couple of
doore  and he came to my room, and I was in bed and 1 =aid, "The door s

open, Coach." And he said, “lhere’s Hill?" aAnd I said, "1 don’t Know,.

1

len’t he down in Flouvrnoy's room?"  “No, nobody’s in the room!® He said,

. . R/ . . s v s .
"Where’s  Lattin? And T said, “"Coach, I don’t Know, 17ve been in my

1é
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reem.’ Fuliy dressed, Fully dressed. Shoes., Everything. @nd then he
was steaming mad and he savs, "Well, I'm going to take care of this when
I see them tomorrow.®

And so he started ocut the room. And he paveed and turned back
argund and said, "Mewil, how come you're not out of the room? Why are
vou still here?" And I kind of loocked up at him with this sad look on my
face [pretending to cryl and said, "Coach, can’t you realize that here we
were undefeated, the only undefeated team in the United GStates, and we
tost this game and I, I'm really upset'" And I.kind of snuggled back
down and put the cover over my head, vou Know, and he Kind of looked at
me and he Kind of put his hand on my shoulder and said, "Shed, you will
piar the next game.” dAnd he walked out of the room and the First thing
that came out of my mooth was "Whew!"™ And 1 got away with that and it
took vears before I told him the truth about that. But, wou kKnow, I

11
[

think he =sme

b 1

d a rat, But, hev, I was there, Regardiess, With my
clothes on, I was innocent,

Mi  (Chuckles) What about practice? Somebody  told me there was also
something about him getting on vou about not being anxious to rebound,
the rebounding drills with Lattin.,

S: Oh ves. WWell, vou Know, Nevil Shed, 478", 1like 1 =said 100 nothing
pounds, Dawvid Lattin, &74", muscular 244 pounds of just Titanic strength.
We had several rebounding drilis and like I told vou I used to go through
these antics on the filoor and a couple of times he got, you Know, he gets
mad at me. and this one time I went through this one Tlittle particular
thing and I wasn’t rebounding, and then I was going through my Tittle

tacial contortions and tosced darns and durns at evervthing and I think

he finally got enough of it. And he said, "Shed, get the hell cut the
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grm, Just put on vour clothes and get out of here." 5o, hev man, you
Know, wveah, okar, 1711 leave. 5o I started back. I went and took my
shower and 1 started back cver to the dorm=z  and, you Know, like, the
other athletes said, "Her, &Shed, what vou doing cut of practice, man?
You Knowy 1 Know practice is..." "Hey, man, damn Haskineg," »you Know.
"Shoot, threw me out of practice, man? Hey, man, I'm trying to rebound
with Lattin., Hey, man, hey. Forget him, man." @and I went to my room
and the evening went on. Later on that evening Coach Haskins Knocks on
my door, And, vou Know, I walk over to it, "Yeah, man.® And he comes in
nice and calm. I just Knew that he was going blow my ears out.

M:  Um hm.

He was nice and caim. #And he finally, he sat down on the bed and looked
at me and said, "Mevil, vou Know I7ve been trying to tolerate come of

1

e

this stutf wou been doing and all, Going through these faci
contortions, and wvou got all this gquickness and as high as you can jump
and everything and vou won’t get on the boards or anything, rou Know, and
I get tired. I‘m just tired of velling at vou, you Know. aAnd I°m just
not  going  to take it anvmore.” And at that moment he reached in his
pocket and pulied ocut this plane ticket., 8o I figured that, "¥eah, he’s
trying., 1°m one of the studs. Yeah, he’s pulling this little sieeve job
on me." 1 said, “Yeah?" And he continued talking. He said, "Well, rou
kEnow, Tike I say, »ou Know you could =till go to ancther school, You're
voung and everything but vou're not going to do this on my team. There's
certain things 1 expect and it has to be that war." @&ll of & sudden I
started getting a Tittle uncomfortable feeling and this little guy, the

Tittle <chadow, was saving, "Hev, Shed, he‘s not Kidding with vou. He's

going to send vour ass back to Mew York." And at that moment 1 had &
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celd chill for that I remembered some famous words of my mothers “The
onty time I want to see you back in Mew YorkK is during Christmas, Easter
and the cummer wvacation." For I Knew that che would get me well.

Um b

And  all of a sudden I just broke down and said, “"Coach Haskine, I don’t
want to go home." He sarye, "No, no, no, Mevil, I‘m sorry. Gon, rvou have
to go. We just can’t have that.” and he pulled my drawers open and
started taking my stuff out. Got a suitcase, started taking my stuff out
my drawers and putting in my suitcasze and I really got scared then. And
I started taking the stuff out of the suitcase and putting them back in
the drawers, Aand he continued to...and 1 started.,.and then he really
had me and I started crying and saving, [pretends to cry] "Coach I don”t
want  fo go home!" He had me. bDoggone it, the man had me! @And 1 =aid,
"Coach Haskins I don’t want to go home. My mind’s right. 1711 do what
vou tell me to do, Just don't send me home.® And he sars, "Al1 right.
Well, Mevit, I'm going to give vou one more chance but 1 tell wvou, those
facial contortions and all  that ctuff vou‘we been doing, I want it
stopped and vou better start rebounding.” éand I said, "Yes sir, Coach!
Hey, her, 1, just please don’t send me home." And he took the Tittie
ticket, vou Know, put it back in his pocket, and he left. 1 know he had
a good grin on his face saying, "1 got him that day.”

Later on the ogurs came back and said, "Hey, I heard Coach Haskins
was in your room.”  “"Ah, nothing man. He was trying to, wrou HKnow, gef
rid of me, man, but I ain’t taking that stuff. Hexr, hey, vou see I'm
still here, right?" And the guys go, "Yeah, right on, Shed," vou kKnow.

The next day in practice when it got to the rebounding drill, & little

backflash came over me what he said. Aand 1 remember the First time
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hands together] that I went to confront Lattin on a rebound, he
broke my nose. 1 mean David got me right square in the nose, But, »ou
know, the moral of the story is that he got the job done, and I think
after that time my rebounding was a little more consistent than it was
befare, But he got me well. That's one thing about, he has a good way
of getting his points across to his athietes.

iChuckies)y Well, let's get into the plavoffs that vear. You went on to
piar Oklahoma Citr first and thep Cincinnati and Kansas in the Regionals.
Wdhat did vou think of those games and those teams?

Weil, I remember, vou Know, quickly talking about Oklahoma City. He toid
uys what type of team thisz was., 1 think it was Abe Lemmons was the head
coach there and abe Lemmons is Known for having, vou Know, super shooting
teamz, @At that time he alzo had the number one rebounder in the country
and he told us that, "You better get out here and play this team tough
right from the start. If vou don’t, before vou Know it, you'll be quite
% few points befind." #&hh, we tooll the game, vou Know, sericus but that
cressure was not on us., We went in the game and sure as he was talking,
that team came cut shooting that ball. 1 mean it seemed 1ike they were
taking one or fwo steps across the half court Tine and ther were letting
them go ana before you Know, we were 20 points down at halftime and he
Tit into us., Fortunately enough we came back and won the game.

Is thie the one he didn’'t start Bobby Joe in?

I don’t remember, 1 don’t remember if that was the game or not. a1 1
Kraw iz that we had to struggle to come back., As usual, because we were
Known for waiting, til the last minute to come back even through an
overtime or just geitting it done at the last minute.

And well, we weathered that storm and then 1 remember Cincinnati.

20
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This was the game where 1 became Cassius Clay. 0Oh  gosh, thiz one
athiete, wou Know, he got my goat, and I remember he was just bumping me
and he was grabbing my shorts and evervthing and 1 was trring to throw my
elbaw at him and Coach HaskKins said, "You just get in and play the game.®
FAnd T said, "But Coach Haskins, the guv..." [Imitating Haskins wvellingl
“Uoggone it Shed, just play the game!” fAnd I said, "OKar." #And I
remember one play where Lattin was in the corner and 1 wae on the baskéet
and the ball came to our side. We had to do some Kind of littie
interchange, and 1 got ready to go cut and pick for Lattin and thiz gquy
had & hand full of my shorts. 5o I saw Willie Worsley on the other side
handling the ball and 1 =saw one referee looking at him and I didn't see
the other referee, and I just squared off and hit this guy right square
in the nose., 0Of course Hhis hair went Flying a1l up and down  and
everything and they~-beeep--blew the whistle on me, and I was ejected
from the game. And Coach Haskins went wild, OF course he threw me out,
I+ it was Teft up to him, he would have thrown me out of the state of
Kansas or Wichitz where the game was being plaved at that time, vou Know,
Anc 1 was scared to death. dAnd he said, "You weren’t going to play
anymore  and  you're  through.” find 1 started crying and I ran to a
telephone booth and I calied my mom and tald her and she said, "You big
dummy . He should have thrown vou of+f the team. What are vou doing here
in the middie of this part of the wvear and wou going to be trving te hit
= ballplayer.” And that game was tough, and he didn’t even allow me in
the room at halftime and 1 stood out on the ramp and that‘e where 1
watched the game from and, rvou Know, with the grace of God we won that

game, too.

Um hm.
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And then came the JTast one to get to the finals for the semis, vou kKnow,

inset Kansas, the Walt Wesley gur and 1 remember that game. He didn’t

i

2°]
start me the first half, And the beautiful thing about it is that, vou
Know, even if we had our regular usual pep talk and he gave hie orders
and, rou Know, told who was going to start and what-have-you, and I
remember him coming over alongside of me and I was sitting there scared
to death, happy to have my uniform on, and he walked over to me and just
gave ma a Kind smije and said, "Mext time you do something 1ikKe that, be
a littie more smarter, will you?" And I Knew it was all over with,

Um hm.,

And it was Tike a heavy load, It was a new day and by golly he got hisz
point  across. And 1 didn't play the first half and we were struggling,
¥ou Know, It was one of those back and Fforth type of games and I
remember the second half, he didn“t ctart me right off. 17ve aluwave had
& good game plaving at Wichita, at the Roundhouse it was called, and I
remember when he did how! down the bench for me to go in, I mean 1 was up
in & flash and I mean by the time my feet touched the ground, the jacket
and sweatpante were off. And I plarved a good game and that was the game
that really oot real tough where we were tied up and it was a few seconds
on the ciock and Kansas had the ball and I remember this gentlieman by the
name of Jo Jo White tcok one step across the half court Tine and let it
go and I tell vou, we had Walt Wesley, this bhig seven foot guy, boxed out
and we were ready for the rebound and we saw the ball in Flight and 1
Knew the ball was going in. My kKnees got weak and I said, "0Oh no!® And
bingo! It went in but it just so happened that a man by the name of Rudy

Maritch, God bless Rudy Maritch, he was right on top of the call and saw

Jo Jo White's foot cut., Also Bobby Joe acknowledged that his foot was
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out and they called it no basiet, We went to an cvertime and as usual we
came ocut on top. And after that game it was on to College Park,
Marvland, »ou ¥now, for the Final Four,

M: What did wyou think you were going to do when vou went off to College

Fark? Did vou really think vou could win it al1?

[

I didn"t think, I didn’t have no business being there. I couldn’t
believe that I was going to the Final Four., In my heart I alwavs thought
we’d get in post-season tournament. But to go that far. You Know, it
was a surprise. The pressure wasn’t there, 1 really didn't 4eel the
pressure of "0Oh God, what's going to happen? Am I going to be nervous?"
The first game, vou Know, We wanted to play Duke, 1 remember that.
Because they had this big =logan, vou know. At that time Duke had the
real super team and it was csomething about *“We re Number One because we
try harder" and we wanted to show them what that Number One meant to us.
My Um hm,

5: Unfortunately, we plaved Utah the first game and Kentucky plaved Duke.
We defeated Utah that first game and Kentucky defeated Duke University.
Going into the finals, vou Know, Knowing the next night, 1 was the one I
think who was really the most jittery one on the whole team. 1 remember
Bobby Joe and David Lattin and Flournoy and all the other quvs were
sitting around and everything and I was, you kKnow goofing arcund with
them. But it was something zbout that game, vou Know. It wasz 1ike, oh,
gosh, this is the last supper. MWe're going to the final one, you Know.
I Knew that it was going to be now or never and the jitters were there up
until  game time when that buzzer at the tossing of the ball. That

particular game, vou Know... Tell vou what type of team we had, rou

Knos, most of the season I atways started. This particular game Coach
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Haskine didnt start me. Kentucky had a emaller team and he wanted &
fast team out there. It did not mean a thing to me. And 1 can honestly
say that., Even though it‘s twenty vears ago. For some reason, vou Know,
I just, well,..number one, I Knew that 1 was gqoing to get in there
somewhere, Aand  then number two, that respect that we had for Coach
Haskine and the discipline that he instilled in us, I wasn’t about to
challenge him. "Man, hey, coach, why wasn’t I plaring?" Or neither was
I geing to sulk. I Knew that I would have my chance to play. And  vou
Know, it turned cut to be the best thing., And ! remember the game, »ou
know. We handled them pretty well, particularly with those two steals of
Bobby Joe’s and we physically and with a lot of poise, the strong things
that we did all season long was right there in that final game. Oh, how
I can remember those last seven seconds., When that clock started ticking
off, it seemed Tike the whoie world just stood still and the only thing
that I could see was that five, four, three, two, cne and hey! I was
part of a team that was the best team in the United States. MWe wers
MHumber One. And that's the feeling that, vou Know, hey, wvou cannot
imagine that ever happening to you. A bunch of these guys that were for
twenty- come~odd games looking down the bench and saving, "Hey, man, I
can‘t believe that this is the same team that Coach Haskins was talking
about.” And we won it, and we won it because of all those things he did
in practice., That maniac man, ¥ou Know. and the unity. We went cut on
that floor Knowing, not Knowing what the outcome was going to be, but
Knowing that, hey, whoever came up against us, they had a job.

Um hm.

You Know, they Knew that they had to plar. and all the way up to the

final ogame, vou Know, and even after we won, it was always, wait “til vou
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see that place and oh, the big upset, There's no upset when & Cinderella
team vou Know, playving like we're doing, being Number One in rebounding
and some other records that we held, vou Know, it wasn’t an upset. It
was a well put together team, well-trained, in tune for the ultimate goal
in an NCAA basketball championship game. To win or to be & national
championship. ‘fou ¥Know, and that’s what we were.

How did rou  think Kentucky compared to some of the other teams wvou'd
plared,Tike Kansas?

My perzonal feeling, I thought the Utah game was a tlittle tougher than
the final game. Most definitely Kansas. You Know, we were fighting them
tocth and claw. [ remember a game Jjust during the regular season against
MNew Mexico University. Whenever we went down there, vou Know, that was
death, And I remember we had to pull that game out in an overtime, rou
Know, in order to maintain a high national rating and continue our
undefeated season., There were 3 ot of games 1 felt were tougher than
that but, vou Know, we didn’t take that game lightly. le Knew that we
respected the man who was coaching there. You Know, Mr, Adolph Rupp., »ou
Know. Being the Baron of Basketball, I consider him, and we Knew that
any  team he put on the floor there was going to be a tough team. Eut
Just that particular night, vou Know, we were a Tittie hetter. We were &
Tittle better,

How did the Hentucky plavere and fans and coaches and all those peopie

w

respond to vour win?

Well, they had a whaole 1ot of excuses., 1 remember I heard excuses from
the team having the +lu until us being brutal guys, you Know. We just
beat all. @& bunch of misfits they called us, »ou Know. "There’s no such

thing as a misfit, dumb, unorganized team going that far in any kind of

-
ood
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championship game." 0Of course, Kentucky was shocked, vou Know., For us,
¥ou Know, our true-blue fans, I'm sure that evervbodyr said, “Hey, we’re
going to get  Tem. Me?ve come this far. We’re not going to die now."”
énd wou Know we have those die-hard fans here in El Paso.

CChuckles)

You Know and I Know thev all wished they were there but then again 1
believe there’s & couple of them saying, "Hey, vou know, this is
Kerntucky," vou Know, talking about what thiz man has done in the past.
Yeah.

But they were shocked, 0Oh, ther were shocked. And 1I'm guite =sure the

bookies were shocked, too. Because I°m not really into that gambling

1t}

ituation, but 1 bet we were itruly the underdogs 4For  that particuilar

Yeah, Well, what happened when you got back to EV Paso? How was the
response’

Well, the most beautiful thing in the world, The first exciting thing of
fiving was when the plane was f1ving over our airport and I remember the
plane did & little dip as it circled around, vou Know. And we Knew we
were going to land and we saw  all  these Tittle tiny ants of pecple
waiting to greet us. And just excited that, hev, we're bringing home

something as prestigious as that. The Number One team in  the United

[ix)
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s, vou Know, and  to top it off was just to see what people are
aoing to sary and how they are going to respond. It was fantastic,

I think the second best thing was today, having an opportunity to
see these guyvs twenty vearc later, wou know, and seeing evervbody and I

thank God that we’re all healthy. That was the greatest thing that ever

happened to us. e all had little things to say, wou kKnow, the bLig pep

2&




rally Kind of thing, the ticker tape parade, the caravan through downtown
ail the Tittie things, and what people gave us and there being thanks for
having a bunch of great gurs like we were and we £till are, you Know, to
give these serwvices in top entertainment to El Faso,

M: Well, wou came back and plared the next year, right?

51 Yes zir.

M: Was that Kind of anticlimactic wear after such a succesceful year?

: Ohhhh, by all means. You Know, all throughout the »ear, we knew that the
challenge was even going to be harder thinkKing that, rou Know, everrbody
we play they are going to, you Know, "0OKay, we're coming back to beat the
national champions, the national champiconship thing,” and we had to play
hard. We had a +ew Tittle uncomfortable defeats——any defeat is an
uncomfortable one--but I kKnew that every game we plaved, whether it was a
win or loss, we plaved it hard. And of course, most of our team was
back, except +or & part when Bobby Joe was not with us, and we felt we
had a good chance to win again. Our objective wasn't so long-range earixv

but that was the fine line, what we were trying to pursue.

—

4t &nd then wou Tost to Pacific, was it, in the plavoffs?

[XX]
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Yes, we lost the Pacific in the last game. [ couldn’t play in the post-
season  tournament my  senior vear because of this NMCAS rule states that
vou anly can play four wvears, vou Know., biell, fhree years competition,
and 1 playved one year at North Carclina & & T which took that year away
and 1 went along with the team but it was, gosh, being on the outcide
iaakihg in, vou Know. Particuiarly that vear it was Kind of rough on me.
My Um  hm, Um hm., What did vou do after wou Finished that season? Did vou

stay in EV Paso +or a while or,...7
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Faso until the end of the wvear was cut and trving to




K]

—c
i

4]

wa

T

hope i 1 can get a draft choice. 1 had quite a 1ittle more time, »ou
know, to graduate and at that time, vou Know, 1 guess I was athletically
and educationally burned out. And 1 was waiting for that phone call, and
1 did get it, vou Know, and I was ifold that [ was going to be draftted by
the Boston Celtice in the second round and that wae the beginning of a
new era, ¥ou know, in my basketball 1ife.

Did you go on and play in the pros?

Yee, that fall, that next fail, I went and played and unfortunately after

+

all my high =chool and coliege and everyihing, I waited to get to  the
ultimate and have a real bad kKnee injurvy. MNever had anv knee injuries
betore, And what was so bad about it was that, you Know, HFour or HFive
¥ears dfater on, with a torn cartilage and this tendon that was damaged,
¥ou HnowWy they came out with this arthroscopic surgery, which if theyr
wouid have had it back then, vou Know, I might have had a Tittle more
time in the NBA, But I plaved for...I was there for one vear. I was

there for one vear and the team won 2 world championship that year and,

#ou Know, just having the opportunity to play with & Bill Russell zand 3

(73]

am Jones and Havilechek and a Satch Sanders was something that, hev,
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t's something that wou just can’t forget, And  still, rou  Know,
maintain a top-notch championship strle of basketball.

How did wou end up going back into coaching?

Well, after that second year, I went back to MWew York City and 1 decided
that, vou Know, at that time my goal was 1 wanted to work in my community
and 1 gof marcied and 1 worked at a community center, matter of Fact
right around the corner from where | lived., #And 1 stared there and I had

a littie city league team, trying in somewhat follow the same footsteps

as Hitton White did for us. And 1 had 2 pretty decent job bui, »ou Know,
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ag time went on, it was Kind of rough without that deagree, vou Know. 1
couldn’t  aduance. 5o I decided to really go back to schoo) and 1 cailed
up Ccach Haskins one time and asked him, "Hey, big daddy, do wou think 1
can come back to  school?” énd he said to me, "Doggone it." He just
said, "Well, hell, vou should have been back here.® &nd he gqave me &
schotarship, 2 graduate assistantship, vou know, and I started really my
coaching, vou know, during that time and 1 staved on with them “til I
graduated and he helped me get my first coaching assignment as assistant

coach at the University of Wyoming where 1 zpent several years.

My Where did you go afier Wroming?

Z: Okay, after Wyoming I moved to MilwauKee where 1 was the assistant
basketball coach there for  about +five years at the University of
Wisconsin in Milwaukee. And then & vear also in Milwaukee 1 coached at a
technical college, Milwaukee School of Engineering., And then after that,
I got & call from a gentleman by the name of Lindsay Holt, who was a good
friend of Coach Haskins, asking me, "How would you like to come down o
El  Faszc and work with your daddy?" 1 asked him, "When do I leave?" dAnd
1 wor¥ed here with him for a vear as his assistant.

My Yeah, I remember that year,

Uh huh, and after ope vear this new job, this new university was opening
up, the University of Texas at San antonio, and they were locking for an
assistant coach there and that’s where I'm at at the present time,

M: ODKar. When vou look back at Haskins now, do you think he’s gotten soft?

i
'
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He’s gotten very soft, wvou Know, right to the point where now, you

krnow, ¥ wou have a bligster on »our foot or you need a little water break

and vou Know... He‘s still tenaciocus, you Know, verbaliy and some of his

actions, but he’s not as much of a2 warhorse as he was in our era, and I




told him about this. 1 asKed him about this once upon a  time. Aand 1

said, "Wait a minute, Coach Haskins. Any of these gurs, vou ask them...®

[END OF TaPE 12
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We are continuing talking about the deciine of Don Haskine and getting
soft.

AlT right Tike 1 asked him, 1 said, "Look here, Coach Haskins." 1 said,
"Man, hey, if we ever came to you talking about a sore hiister or
something, we were scared to death., I mean, many days 1 would run up and
down the floor, vou Know, on my ankles. And these guys here, “You got &
sore  foot?’ Yeah. Hev, rou serve az their trainer. Water break?
What was a water break? Two hours and a half practice? Hell, vou used
te practice until you got tired., Seven days a week, coach, remember
that?" And he said to me, "You know, these athletes are a 1ot different

from vou  guyes,” and 1 said, "What do you mean by that? You =till got

4

e zame Kind of winning tradition.” And he said, "Yes, but the +Fibers
were Jditferent,” And I sat back and with my chest stuck out, said,
"Yeah, we were tough.” e were, vou Know. It°s different. The athlietes
today, the akility’=s there and even more so, but the Fibers truly were
different. See, the athlete of today knows his rights. Then, vou Know,
hey, when he...what he said, vou Know...went without any type of an act
of discrepancy, vou Know. You just went out and did it and vou were
tough. And vou Knew that al!  this  toughness and discipline that he
instifled in »ou, that wyou'd play, you could play with it. You could
play with it, And it made a lot of difference, But vet he still, rou
could still see that little tone of toughness in him. 1 remember when I

was working for him, 1 was sitting down, this was right before iractice,
G ' g 3 g F

I'was ¢itting down talking to one of the--it was the athletic director or

20




somebody--and we’'re just chooting the breeze and some of the Kide are on
the floor just goofing around, vou Know. And 1 heard him sav, [Imitating
Haskins »ellingl "Hey! You guys, vou get over here!” And  all of &
sudden 1 jumped up and ran out on the floor, vou Know, and I caught
myeelt, you Know. @nd I said, "0k, oh yeah, hell! I'm & coach now,”
And  the gquvy said, "What's wrong?® 1 said, "0h, nothing, don‘t worrw
about it." I mean I was verbaily intimidated., You Know, the way he said
that in that roaring voice, I Titerally jumped up and I was, hell, I was
ready to plar, vou Know., And 1 locked down and 1 had a cocaching shirt
an.  You Know, That’s the type of impression that he put on wvou. You
Know the name they gave him, the Bear, was a good name. We had other
names for him but we do not want to put that in history, vou Know.

M: Right. That’11 be when 1 turn the machine aff.

tLaughsy But ves, he has changed a Tot, ryou Know, but one thing about
the qur, one thing about him, vou Know--at the time 1 didn't think it--
but that man loves and cares so much, so very deeply about each and ewery
ane of his baskKetball plavers., I don’t Know and can’t speakl for the rest
of the guys but 1 truly Know one tiing: he loves Mevil Shed., You know.
He loves "his shadow" and, wvou Know, that's "my daddy®. 1 call him that,
¥ou Know, and he means so much to me and right now if he said, "Coach,
vou come on back,” I wouldn’t think twice about coming back to waork for
him 4or  that’s how much 1 care and the Yove that 1 have for him is...
There's just no comparison,

M: When do think you began toc realize that, after vou left?

o
.-

It didn"t take long. It didn”t take long. You Know, once you realize

there’s no more basketball and now the “room, board, and tuition, all

fees paid," has to be paid by you and there’s no one hollering at vou to
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get the job done, pick up, get vour head, rebound, you Kpow., You learn
real fast that, hey, there was somebody out there caring for me and now
that care that this man tried to instill in me, I have to do it for
mvself. dAnd that's something that 1 think. He made me a man, you Know.
I don’t think it was too sconm, you Know., I truly believe it was right on
time. My stvle of coaching is & lot Tike him. You Know, I‘m a warhorse
and my athletes think that I‘m ocut of my mind., God Knows that, I Know
they call me & couple of names except for MNevil Shed, but I also learned
how to love, You Mnow, I know how to love and 1 Know in  this mad, mad
world rou gotta, you Know, vou gotta Tove the game and really love the
athietes, And what vou‘re gonna be having for four or two vears of wvour
lTite--that coach is, he was the doctor, lawrer, Indian chief, you know.
He was the man that, you kKnow, hell, vou Know, he HKnows, For the time
that we were with him, he Knew us better than our own parents did.

Teah,

And  with a1l that he went through, the man had to really care for us and
he’s never really hurt us. We thought we were being hurt but he's never,
he’s never hurt me, vou Know. &nd 1 Know he never even tried to do that,

There's one other aspect of that vear that I want to talk azbout here as

g

we're getting down to the end finally, and that ic when did vou become
aware--well, I guess in the Kentucky game or before that--zbout comments
about the fact that Texas Western started an all-black starting line-up?
Were wou as plavers very much aware of that as the season went an?

Well, wvou Know, the media made the big deal out of that. I mean, ‘ther

would say, "Yes, Kentucky, the all-white team will be playing this team

that's consisted of white plavers but zeven blacks are plaving.”® We 11

be the {focal point of the game plaved. But in that game, rou Know, we
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didn’t Took at it that way., I looked at it myself or I can cpeak for the
team, we looked at it as, "Hey, we're going to play one of the better
teams in the United States. “ou Know, if I would have came into that
game talking about, [slaps hands togetherl "Okay, whitey, man, your ass
iz mine," or he =said "OKay, nigger,” you Know, hey, the game probably
would not have been plared as good as it was, you Know. That game went
and, vou Know, that game was plaved, vou now, thinking, you Know, hey,
two good teams are being played. I don't think we ever made a gesture
of, vou Know, "Yeah, us blacks, we got a Black Power Kind of thing and we
gonna beat those whities,” because they had to beat a whole lot of blacks
and whites to get right there unfortunateiy. and I don 't think that
Coach Haskins put us out there that way. He was putting the team or the
combination of plavers out there which was necessary, vou Know, to play
against that particular team. 1 truly believe that any combination of...
I+ 1t was a lot of white Kide with us blacks Kids, then hey, well, the
results would have been the zame, vou Know. A strong unity and vou got
one chjective, you Hnow, to go cut there and win., But it was ugly, vou
Know, it really, i1 really got ualy, vou Know, to the point the things

they said about Coach Haskins being a "nigger Tover" or he got a bunch of

3]

mizfits that none of “em didn't graduate, and that is a 1lie bhecaus

practicaliy all of us are now college graduates and come of us are

working towards our Master’s and we all got good jobs, vou Know. It

Hy
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all together ditferent from what they said, #And it really, really hurt

e .,
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Um hm.

5%

I try to be very vocal, Each vear when 1 go to play-offs or 1 cee, if 1

zee one of these sporis writers who have said that, "Hev, I'm here. I‘'m

33




orne of those old black misfits, vou Know, hey, I‘m one of them, the ones
¥ou said didn’t graduate. 1 graduated." You Know. "Have you spoke to
Willie Cager? He was the first one to graduate. And he’s teaching. We
weren’t misfite.” Like 1 said earlier in the conversation, vou Know,

migfite and ruffians, vou can’t go that far and tr¥ to win, You had to

have a whole 1ot of sound principles and attributes which was given to us
by Coach Haskins., What it boiled down to ie that the team, how shall [1]
say, nation’s choice did not prevail that vear. d@nd just like in our
worltd, »ou Know, we come up with a lot of excuses, The excuse <should
have Deen is that, hey, the best team won, no matter what the color was.
Well, that‘s a long stary, you Know. We‘re getting into the polifics
there but the game was plaved, you Know. Texas MWestern vs., the
University of entucky, and that‘s the only way 1 could ook at it.

M: Um hm. FRight.

o
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the only way I could took at it,

—r
5
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That's the way a plaver would ook at it, Looking back at it as & coach
now  and & recruiter, do vou think that that really did zpeed up the end
to the segregation in the remaining conferences?

.y Sir, 1 really think that that was & big stepping stome, wyou know,

£
e
n

for the black athiete, and a Tot of doors were opened and when vou reallw
took at it, vou got to thank a guy Tike Coach Haskins for being a picneer
and giving qualified athletes a chance, you Know, to participate at a
major college Tevel, and it was just right after that rou started seeing
a lot of vour scouthern super white programs start getting the biack
athietes to play with them and even though they were winning, you kKnow,
ther started winning with a Tittie more stability just by saving that vou

got to have a tittle bBit of both to make that team run.
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Mi Do wou think »our stvle of play had any effect on the general style of

play in college ball?

(XX

I think...l alwars did. Matter of fact, on the way down here to E1 Paso,
Willie bWorsley and myself were saving that we felt that we were just =
tittle bBit ahead of our time, vou Know, the stuff that Bobby Joe was
doing and Willie Worsley. Whoever heard of a 577" or &' athlete dunking
the ball, you Know, and we ran., 1 think our gozle and ideas were the

same but just the war we did things, rou ¥kKnow. lde  had phenomenal

gbility, And it just so happened that, you Know, that right time and

combination, you Know., Hey, the right science was there, vou Know, and
te come people it happens vear after vear but for a border city school,
¥ou Know. He had that right chemistry and he put together something that
really turned out to be, hew, the nation’c best.

My Well, lookKing back on it--you've already partially answered this, but
I“11 &gk it again  for the record--how important was it to your life--
winning that NCAS championship? Did vyou feel that this was the big
experience or one of the big experiences of vour life and were vou ever

the same?

[EX]

Of there’s no question about it, you Know, no question. 1 Know that 1
believe that in my lifetime I know God thinks 1°m number cneyj he thinks
all of hiz children are number cne. #And my mother and father, vou Kncow,
think I'm number one and with those things in mind it has instiiled in me
to  say, "Hey, rou Know, go out there and do the best you can.® But when
¥ou iook in the real life, athletics, vou Know, and having a chance to go

all the way to an NCAS championship, and then to win it, you Know, is an

uttimate dream. And that is one dream that, vou know, I never thought I

would have a chance to participate in, vou Know., And 1 plaved basketball




Vike I say with the Boston Celtics and even though 1 didn't participate
in it a lot, vou Know, I got all the little goodies that went along with
ity I don"t even think about that., People zay, "Well, Shed, you plaved
for the Boston Celtice?" "veah, but Tet’s talk about the Texas Western,"
vou  Know, because 1 participated in it. I won a naticnal...l was a
national champion. You Know, to be number one, something that for our
beautiful city of El Faso is going to be here for wears to come. #And I
alwavs sar thal, vou Know, that it s great to render your services to a
rlace that people cared about vou, And people here in Ei Pasc, then and

now, have been good to me and 1 couldn’t do no more than help be part of

I}

giving them something, you Know, that's going to be a long time before
another team does. aAnd I thank them and "You‘re welcome, E1 Paso," and I
nope it happens again for my daddy and everything, but it7z something
that’'s the greatest thing, vou know, and 1 thank everrvbody and a lot of
times, »ou Know, [ thank the good Lord for just giving me the ocpportunity
to be part of something Tike this, vou Know. To some athletes it happens
one, two and three times., It happened to me one time. fnd atl the
memories and the frolic and  the things that we talk about, [ don’i

believe that 1711 ever grow old, You Know, I think growing old is  when

b )

FOUL .. Yes, in vour life you have sufferings but through the sufferings
nathing positive or good ever came out of it, vou Know., BEut  through my
tittle sufferings and hardships, I“ve had good things happen and right on

this day of February 28, [1784], another good thing has happened to me.

fnd 1 oam thankful for %,

END OF INTERVIEW
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