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Janet Ruesch, 
November 28, 1984 

By Pau 1 i ne [lOlA) 
Women Attorneys in El Paso 

D: Okay, we're ready whenever you are. So 1'11 ask you some basic 

questions, really basic 1 ike the first one is if you could state your 

fu 1 i name? 

R: Okay, Janet Ruesch. 

D: Okay, and the date and place of birth, please? 

R: May 9, 1943 in New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

0: Okay. Marital status? 

R: Divorced. 

D: Number clf chiidren, if any? 

R: None. 

D: Okay. When you were getting ready to go into law school, while you were 

in coiiege, did you take any courses to prepare yourself for entrance 

R: Well, do you l;Jant me to tell you hotA) I stumbled onto becoming a law:.'er? 

, •. because it V·las a stumble. was a pol itical science major at 

Gettysburg College and I took a courSe in constitutional law and decided 

r·eallY did like the study of lal;J. I thought it was (}ery stimulating. 

It co'·)ered so many topics, his.tory and... It l;Jas in fact in my junior' 

year and my first response I,<)as, "I,.jell, what can I do in the I,\)ay of a 

legal career?" I decided I'd be legal secretary and so I thought about 

going to secretarial school in Nel;J York after I graduated from college 

and 1 was planning on doing that and guess. it was in my sen i or year it 

kind of dawned on me, why not be a lawyer. But back then, let me put 

this. in time for you. That ~oJas ... I 1.A)as in college fr'om "'61 to "65 s·o it 
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was about '63-'64 that I thought about being a legal secretary and of 

course back then also any time I'd talk about a career everyone said it 

had to be a schc.olteacher, and not college or high school, but I mean 

elementary school is what it had to be. So that l,I)as quite a leap to 

decide that rna/be I could be a lawyer and not .just a secr·ehry. Because 

of the advice of everyone that I needed to get my education courses so 

that I could always teach and have something good to do, I took a couple 

of education courses. Thought they l,I)ere .just a~'Jful but then got 

married right after college and my husband was doing a Master's Degree at 

Western University in , West Virginia and I went there with 

him and was teaching. I had sworn I'd never teach but I taught for two 

years in ,-"lest I")irginia and from the first day 1 started teaching I said, 

"I'm getting out of here. I'm not staying here." And so Tom, my ex-

husband, and appl ied at four differ'ent schools and app lied fc.r &. 

doctor'ate in pcolitical science and lal,'.) E.chool at a couple of places. One 

of the places was Indiana University. was accepted in both the 

doctoral program and in law school and he was accepted also. So we were 

focusing on University, Bloomington, Indiana and it was 

i iKe, II Oh, he 11 ," you knol,l) , 1 mean my dec is i on IAias "IAhy not?" ,.Just try 

it. Almost on a lark, just the thought I;J&.S, "Well this has been in the 

back of my mind for a long, for' at least tt,l)O yearE., in fact thr'ee years 
I, 

by then and why not, just try it. I'm glad I did. But that's how I went 

to 1 aljJ school. 

D: So then you really didn't take any courses to prepare yourself for law 

school per se because you just didn't Know? 

R: That's right. But 1 would say that anyone who wants to go to law school, 

I thing the best preparation is a good 1 iberal arts education. One thing 
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that didn't taKe in college was math and I'm sorry about that and 

didn't take physics or chemistry and I'm sorry about that. Otherwise, 

thinK I had just as good as anyone else's bacKground. 

D: Well-rounded. What was your family's reaction to your decision? 

R: My parents were always very supportive. As a matter of fact we were 

poor. Tom and I were rather poor during those three years and my father, 

the end of every month, sent $25 in cash in the mail which just tided us 

over because by the 25th or so of the month we had run out of money. So 

they were very supportive. I didn't get any hassles from them at all but 

I thinK Tom's parents were a bit leery about it. They weren't very crazy 

about the idea. 

D: Do you remember any comments or anything that maybe made you feel that 

Ij.Jay or· ... ? 

R: Just oblique comments liKe having children and wor·king I;Jhile he VJa:. in 

school. This is what I had been doing for three years when he was in 

school, IlJhen I taught in l,.jest l.}irginia. t10stly clbl ique comments, nothing 

dir·ect. I mean it just washed off my shoulders 'cause I wasn't about to 

I isten. I thin~: comments about al:.o "IAhat ar·e you going to do for· 

money?" and, you know, "How are you going to manage?" and that sort of 

thing. His parents did not send us money. My father did. 

D: So your husband then was supportive? 

R: Yeah, he was I thinK. He was kind of proud of me. I think that would be 

accurate. He also, hQl,vever, expected me still tCI be ~lJife and clean the 

bathroom and cook and iron his shirts and do everything else. 

D: So there was a double standard. 

R: Oh yes. Oh, I mean everything else. We had a big fight one time about 

the fact that I 1,\.las going to find someone to iron hi:. shir·ts. [Ina.udible 
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sect ion] 

D: OKay. I,~hen you app lied to 1 a\A/ s.choo I, then, did you encoun ter- any 

problems with the administration as far as getting in? 

R: No. 

D: None whatsoever. Was there a quota sys.tem for' l,oJomen then? 

R: You KnQi,oJ, don't know. There were 250 students in the freshman class 

and out of that, six were women. That was in 1967. The class before 

ours had no women. The class before that had maybe one or two. 

D: How did male students, as far as you can remember, react to women 

students? Encouraging, discouraging? 

R: Hassles. (ChucKles) A number of them were friendly. I'm not trying to 

paint the picture that everyone was giving us a hassle. 

D: Right. 

R: I remember- the fir'st cc.uple of classes I sat thr'ough in law school, thes.e 

guys I.A/ould sit down next to me and say, "IAiell, IJ.Jhat are you doing her'e?" 

And I iJJould say ... 1 didn·'t Know lJ.Jh.d to say. just said, "I"m doing the 

same thing you're doing," you Know. That was my only response but it 

happened, oh, 

sec t i on] 

would say five or six times said that. [Inaudible 

D: What was your professors' response or reaction to women? mean, you 

KnollJ, lJ.Jhen you got up to rec i te, : .. ·ou KnolJ.J, I knoiJ.J some professors go up 

and down the rows and others pick. How did that worK? 

R: There wasn't much reaction to women in that regard except that, it was 

.just the standard [practice] that in criminal law IlJhen iJJe gc.t to rape 

cases that women ... [Inaudible section] 'Aie wer-e all prepared, the 

three of us in my criminal law class huddled together- that day. It IlJaS 

not me. It was the friend sitting next me, but we Just knew that that 
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was a hurdle that we had to pass and that was one of the things but 

that's about the only thing. 

The only other thing that happened, I mean there was a simple comment 

by a professor when I was on law journal and was thinking about 

quitting I alJ.! j ourna I because needed tCI I.'Jork and ~\Jas a research 

assistant also for another proof and needed to spend time IJ.!Orl< i ng. 

[Inaudible section) This pr-ofessor said to me, "Do not qu it I allJ 

journal. " He said, "If you need money, go and be a hooker- if you have 

to. Be a hooker if you have to, but do not quit law journal because 

nobody is going to take you as seriously as they take •.• " [Inaudible 

s€'C t ion) 

D: Was he encouraging then most of the time or was he just neutral? 

R: Yes, yes. He was very encouraging. The research prof that I worked for 

was always very encouraging. [Inaudible section] 

D: R i gh t. 

R: But I heard it fr-om students and not the proofs. 

D: Oka/. Let me just backtrCl_ck a little. I forgot to ask this question. 

When you appl ied for law school, were you aware of any scholarship money 

available for women? 

R: Not specifically for women, no. 

D: t-1inorities? 

[Inaudible section) 

D: Okay. So in deal ing with grading, do you feel that men and women were 

graded with equal fairness? 

R: Yes. Yes, becaul:-e we had a system (wher-e they didn-'t use] names. 

D: Social Securih' number or something like that. 

R: Yeah and so the prof would have to study handwriting to figure out which 
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was which. He wouldn't necessarily know who was writing; he might see 

something that they associated with females. No, I don't think there was 

any difference in grading, I really don't. 

0: During your career as a law student, can you think of anybody that put 

any obstacles in your path, I mean of any kind I/Jhether- it be, you knol;J, a 

friend, a family member, a prof, a student, Just one particular situation 

where you found yourself sort of ••• 

R: IAlell, I l,o.)il1 give you one example of something. be I i eve it IIJas my 

junior or senior year and the Board of Regents of the University had just 

passed a pol icy on discrimination based upon reI igion, ethnic or-igin, 

race. It said nothing about sex so a member of--l was probably the 

leader of the pack--but of those few females that were there, we decided 

that f..<)e needed to dCI something about that and talked to some of the proofs 

about it. I'm trying to remember •.• but we thought about going to the law 

school first. I can't remember exactly why but ••. [Inaudible section] 

think it was me, I was the one that was supposed to do it, go to a 

faculty meeting and present the case for including sex as one of the 

factors for discrimination pol icy. And it was as though, "Oh ho ho, 

is-nit this going to be fun, ~oJatching her- come here and make a fool out of 

herself and ~oJe'll give her such a hassle, being so good at it, us 181;.) 

profs, that this is going to be fun." definitely got that feeling, 

definitely. What we did instead was we went and we spoke with the 

Chancellor of the University, and just briefly spoke to him. With i n 

about a week or two, I mean very quickly, there was another meeting, and 

there's added sex to the University pol icy. And we had no hassles in 

getting it done. 

D: And just to think they didn't take you seriously in the beginning. 
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R: 'Aiel 1 , the lat,\! school, see this is 1,<Jhat"s interesting. This IAlas atypical 

of the profs in the law school because I hadn't gotten any kind of a 

respon!:,e, similar response from them in the past. It was liKe "Oh ho, 

let's see them come in and make fools of themselves," but then we went to 

the university itself and had absolutely no trouble in getting sex put 

into the 

D: Great. 

anti-discrimination pol icy. 

R: You asKed for stumbl ing blocks and this wasn't exactly ... 

D: Yeah, well st ill, but tha,t"s a good comment. thinK that's very 

r'elevant. Talking nCII,oJ a little bit more just about the curriculum, did 

any faculty or administration member' et)er counsel you into one field or' 

try to use your energy in one particular field, direct it? 

R: No. 

0: Did you ever get any formal counseling at all (.<Jhile you 1,<Jere in la~<,1 

school? 

R: Abou t the areas of [spec i ali zed] prac t ice? 

D: Right. 

R: No, not that 

of fact. 

can recall. I didn"t know I/Jhat I ~oJanted to dCI as a matter 

though t wanted to maybe do research. 1 i Ked to do 

research. had lc,w !:,ights. I didn"t set my ':,ight,:, very high at all. 

D: (Chuckles) And here you are! 

R: Yeah ••• str'ange. 

D: HQI..<J do you become a lalAl or' a resear'ch assistant? HOIAl did you get that 

position? 

R: 'Ae 11 , had this professor named Jul ius ________ _ f clr' 1 abor I avJ 

and can't remember whether he had advertised or whether I just Knew he 

was looking for' ':,omeone. He I/Jas star'ting the research on a booK that he 
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wrote about representation and he needed help. 

He needed students to help and we had this one male student ahead of me, 

[Inaudible section] 

D: Okay, did anyone e!)er try to discourage you, say, from cour tr'oom lalJol? 

Was that ever discussed or did you encounter any problem there? 

R: Later, yes. In law school, no. 

D: Okay. No discour·agement as far as courtroom law in law school. All 

right. When you graduated, then, from law school, can you talk a 1 ittle 

bit about hOIJol you went about getting your first job and that kind of 

thing. 

R: Well, what happened in my senior year was the placement officer at the 

D: 

R: 

lalJol school was a ~voman and she was of course organizing interviel .. vs or' 

schedul ing interviews fClr fir'ms mostly in Indianapol is. She l),Jas qu i te 

sure that this particular firm would never hi r'e me, with some r'eason 

behind i t because we thought that she kind of men t i clned to s·ome of us 

that maybe IJole ought to inter'vie1Jol and see what happened. And there wer'e 

about thr·ee of us fema I es I,vho IJolere the highe'E.t females in the class and 

we said [Inaudible section]. I"'e 11, it ends up the firm IJolas fur i ous 

because most of the time i t had absolutelY nCI intent i on of hiring a 

female. I "m sure it/s changed by nOl'" bu t at ••• 

But you l",ere in ter'v i ewed by them? 

L~ere in terv i ellJed and l.Alas asked questions like "What are you goi ng to do 

when you have children?" And if said, "I didnit IlJant to have 

children," they didn·'t belie!)e me. Or if I said, "l,..Jell, (inaudible) of 

cClurse it IJoJas just 1 ike, "Oh sure, sure," you kno .... .J. mean they just 

didn·'t believe me. And of course, I got a lot of, "{"'here are 'IOU going 

to go? Ar·en·'t you going to follol,\,l your' husband?" But of course a part 
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cd me , wasn't [hurt] by that, I didn't feel terribly bad about that 

because I was (inaudible) either. But if I remember correctly, then, I 

think that problem was prohibited because of the sex discrimination 

poi icy. 

D: I 1;.laS going to say. 

R: I'm quite sure that that's what happened. 

prohibited from ... 

think that they were 

D: At your university. 

R: Um hm. There was a big to-do about it, I remember. 

D: I've heard other· stories I iKe that from other- l'-lOmen lawyer-so OKa;l, so 

then you interviewed with this firm and .•• 

R: Nothing, of course, but what happened was that did follol'-l mv husband. 

He was going to New Mexico State to do his Ph.D. work and so we were here 

and one day II-Jas ment i on i ng to _________ _ He said talK to 

El Paso. 

Turns out he was an attorney who was born and raised in 

He's from Ei Paso. And my corporation prof said, "TalK to 

[him], he···s from El Paso. He'll give you ~·ome ideas." had l'-lr·itten 

letters to just about everybody who was in the attorney's office. 

[Inaudible section] I didn't even get courtesy letters saying, "No, 

thanK you. We're not hiring." Nothing, zero. 

D: Right. Okay. So then how long did YOU ... 

R: Oka;.-, I graduated horn law schoc,] in June of 1970, moved to Las Cr·uces in 

August of 1970, started worKing for in Sep t ember- of 

1970. So I started worKing in September of 1970. 

D: What kind of worK did you start out doing? What were you doing in the 

beginning? 

R: An:tthing that a non-licen~.ed la ..... J; ... er· could do. I drew up a lot of 
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conlci~ntious objector, those were the days of C.O.'s, and that was going 

to be argued in federai court and I thinK it l!-las in the summer and he 

obtained permission, special permission for me to argue the case. Harris 

is on the other side and 1 did a terribly poor job. I was so nervous. I 

had pr~pared and pr~pared but I didn't really know how to prepar~ and 

lA/as almost a blithering idiot. (Chuckl~s) Luckil~{, don't thinK it 

affect~d the outcome. I was v~ry n~rvous and... had gr~at difficulty 

in g~tting my ideas across. 

D: Okay, so wh~n wer~ you I icensed then? 

R: That's another interesting story. Want to hear that? 

D: Y~s. D~finitely. 

R: 1 ~o.)as I il)ing in Las Cruce~- and driving here ~veryday, her-~ being EI Paso, 

and l..oJhen 1 made appl ication to take the Ba_r exam, you knolA/, yc.u're 

suppos~d to b~ a Texas resident and wh~n 

they said, "Put this office address on," and 

mentioned [where 

said, "Really? 

lived) , 

But I 

don-'t really live here," and the:{ said, "Sure, sur-e." And 1 figured if a 

T~xas attorney told me to do that, I do that. So it was 508 Southwest 

National Bank Building which is nQl,oJ the First City National Bank building 

and went to Austin, and about two days before the bar exam got a 

message. They I,.Jan ted to see me and they so. i d to me, "Do you rea 11'/ I i '-)e 

at 508 Southwest National Bank building?" said, "No." They said, 

UI,.Jher-e do you really I iI)e?" I told them, "Las Cr-uces." They ",-aid at 

that time a IAloman/s r-esidence IAlas with her husband. So they said, "In 

order for you .•• " They let me take the bar exam, but said, "Your husband 

has to 1 i ve in Texas for you to ge t your residency. So no 

other- men IIJho came from Har-vard or lA/her-ever were getting their time for 

residency while they are in Austin studying for the bar 

10 
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exam. I came home and told him we had to move. He d i dn ' t i iKe it. 

(Chuckles) And that means he had to drive to Las Cruces every day but he 

didn't 1 ike it but we moved. And I guess we moved in July and they said 

that they would hold up my test results until had proof that had 

moved, which did. But you knollJ, if I recall correctly, they didn·'t 

hold up my test results. Mine came in about the same time as everyone 

el se·'~ .• 

D: And it was a Jaw then that you resided where your husband? 

R: Exa.ctly. Texas law said that my residence was with my husband, was in 

New Mexico. Therefore my residence couldn't be Texas and had to get 

Texas residency to be 1 icensed in Texas. Since then this been changed. 

I gue~.s tha.t ,-",as in 19--, that 1,<Ja~. the ~.ummer-, in Sephmber of 1971, ·'72 

[or· j .' 73. 

D: Thank God. Ar·e we st ill r·unn i ng? So IAlhen you got the 1 i cense, then, 

what kind of work would you start to do then? mean, where was your 

empha.s i s? 

R: Okay, well, I was working for two private firms and so I represented ... 

[Inaudible section) Also started trying some cases which was good 

practice because there wasn't a whole lot riding on it but over the years 

think that maybe--I wasn't too conscious of it at first-- but thin~( 

after a while I just thought (Inaudible). Because I was always getting 

the dog cases and I wasn't winning them and I thought that was ... My 

very first time in the courtroom IAlas quite hilarious. mean t1alcolm 

told me not to prepare and I didn't prepare a whole lot. [Inaudible 

section) 

D: So what was this, sort of training on the job? 

R: Yeah. Malcolm was tell ing me what he did--which was not good advice for 
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me, fine advice for him but not for me--The only other time I can think 

of, if you want another story about discrimination .•. 

D: Sure. Yes. 

R: This is a few years later, and 1 was asking a typical question of a man: 

"Are you married? Does your IAlife work outside the home?" And bAlo of the 

men on that jury panel said, "Not while she has been married to me, she 

hasn't," You knovJ, just real aggressive and I put big )Cs beside their· 

names. (ChucKles) 

D: Of course. 

R: That/s tr·ue, you knol;J. The clflly time 1 got a reE:·ponse from jur·or·s 1 iKe 

that, real Kind of negative •.. 

D: OKay. So you still practiced with Malcolm McGregor. When did that end? 

IAha t happened? 

R: Okay. I ... ,iell , 1 stayed IAiith him until Febr·uar·y of 1978 IAlhen 1 went to the 

U.S. Attorney/s Office. And during that period of time did try a 

number of cases, did appellate work also, argued in front of the Texas 

Supreme Court, but mostly appellate IAlor·k. I found myself special izing 

in cases with lots of [Inaudible section). 

0: What was the Judges/ response, you know, when you were trying these cases 

back with Malcolm and through the years? 

R: Oh, oKay. Forgot to te 11 you some th i ngs abou t tha t. Earl y on 

there were a few things that happened, cl ients, Judges and attorneys. 

Cl ientE:. first, okay. A couple of c1 ients, no actually shouldn't sa.y a 

couple, only one. The response I/d get was: "You looK too young to be a 

Judges. There were a couple of Judges here who used to call me by my 

fir·st name all the time and I didn·'t thinK about it much. I didn···t ha. '.)!? 

12 
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a chip on my shoulder so I really wasn't aware of what was happening. 

Judges did that. What I got most from attorneys was that we were going 

to be file attorneys. [Inaudible section] 

D: Did they ever say why? 

R: Oh yeah. They used to have arguments that were just intriguing. The 

basic assumption was that trial attorneys were a tough [group], hard 

1"lork, long hour's, takes lots of mental abil it:- and women dc,n"t have any 

of those things and therefore a woman in the courtroom is not going to do 

as well as a man. So one I ine of the argument was the jurors will see 

the woman not doing as well and therefore will side with the man and 

therefore no firms will want to hire the female. The firm won't want to 

hire the female because she's going to lose all her cases. I" d ge t 

other ar'gumen ts. Star' ted IAI i th the same pr'em i ses and that is a liwman 

cannot do as well as a man in the courtroom. The other assumption, we 

get a kicker here with both assumptions about the jurors' response to the 

woman. This assumption was that the jurors will feel sorry for her and 

side with her and therefore she'll always win her cases and therefore 

IAlhat man wants to go into a courtroom against a IAloman. l..Jell, ~vhat!s so 

interesting about those arguments, what's so interesting about them is 

[Inaudible section). So many assumptions about a IAloman"s capabil dies. 

D: Okay. Let me ask you this question. When you were up against a male 

attorney and both of you, one on one side and one on the other, and 

;.'ou/re up there IAii th the judge, I under'stand that judges somet imes can be 

ver'y harsh, talk harshly to lal,vyers. Do you feel that you IAiere treated 

the same way as the male lawyers by the judges? 

R: On the whole, yes. I think what happens is some judges tend to I ike you 

and some .judges tend to not I ike you and you have those that I ike you and 
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you have those that didn't J ike you. 

friendly, some were .•. 

just think some wer-e mor-e 

D: Do you fee IIi ke maybe some judges spoke sof ter to you than to men 

R: 

D: 

because you're a woman? 

Yes, at least two. I thinK that's possible, think that's possible, 

yeah. thinK these two particular judges... And I thinK that's 

pClssible, yeah. There were some who wer-e Sl!>leeter- in tone, maybe. 

Right. Okay, Jet's move a little bit to a social part. 

one of the more personal questions 1/11 ask. Do you 

This is probably 

feel that your 

career, this career- of la'!>l, is a viable combination l!>Iith that of 

marr- i age? 

R: Well, I thinK so for a lot of people but what happened was that my 

marriage ended because my ex-husband moved. [Inaudible section) 

D: But do YCIU feel, though, that _just, you know, looKing at your fr-iend,:- and 

sor-t of just kno~<ling I,<lhat you knot'! about the Jal!>l and stress that comes 

I,.-lith it that it is a viable combination? 

R: I think so because you will find attorneys in town, there are a number of 

them married. There are a number of them also married to lawyers and a 

number of them have children. That's fairly recent. But I think 

obv i ou':-I;.' those that are do i ng it, appear tCI me tCI be do i ng it l!>Ie J I, SCI I 

thinK it's possible. 

D: Do you feel that you are well on your way to achieving your personal 

goal, if you've set a per-sonal goal? 

R: l,oJe 11, m;.' persona 1 goal was to troy and be a good pr iva te attorney and I 

think I did that. never had any aspirations to a judicial career but 

this one .•. it's made a quite satisfying career. 

D: That you have bp@n ~uccessful. 
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R: Fee 1 i ng that I have accomp 1 i shed some th i ng. 

D: Do you consider yourself a competitive person socially, politically? 

R: In my IJJor'k, yeah. 

D: OKay. This next par·t then, this final par·t, goes in politics. Do you 

ha'.)e any pol it i cal asp i rat ions? 

R: No. 

D: Would you ever consider running for a pol itical office? 

R: l...Je 11 , think in the past I did. [Inaudible section] 

D: Being a feminist myself, of cour'se the definition of that, you knol/J, IIJho 

knol,o.)s what that is, but sometimes I,o.)hen I accompl ish something I feel 1 ike 

I"ve accompl ished something for my sex. Do you feel that way? Dc. you 

associate that ••• ? 

R: Very definitely. [Inaudible section] I thinK that the attitudes have 

changed and I think by and large there's still pockets, you know, still 

[those] who prefer not to have a woman in these places ••• 

[Inaudible section] 

D: hIe 11, speak i ng c.f tho:.e first few and those f i r:.t few, I understand that 

there was a women's bar association founded by some of these. 

R: That·,:. r·ight. 

D: You can tell me ali ttl e bi t about the foundi ng of that? 

R: Okay. That W<3.S in 1973, 1974, 1975. [Inaudible] wrote letters. to 

presidents and vice presidents (Chuckles), finding out how to go about 

doing things at that time but pushing. Basically that was where the 

impetus IlJaS for starting a women"s bar and we just got together and I,o.)e 

created the bar and that was our first project. 

D: To talk about those matters? 

R: Oh yeah. 
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D: And understand that it started off as sort of a lunch and it gradually 

grel,IJ. 

R: That's right. My idea at the beginning was that I thought it was very 

important for female attorneys to get together and hopefully so that we 

wouldn't carry forward the typical pattern that was very much expected 

and that was: that we wouldn't 1 ike each other; we'd be back biting and 

very critical of each other, very petty with each other and I thought it 

~<Jas terribly [important), Let's just get together' for' lunch 1 ike men do 

and talk about what we're doing, see what's going on with each other and 

what really is happening because a lot of us are very good friends. 

D: can see that. Let me check this just for a second and ••• Yeah, okay 

there's a little bit left. There's one other thing lId like to touch on 

and tha tis the annu.a I bar banque t . NOIAl I" lJe in ter'v i elAled several IAlomen 

a teorneys and th i s a ]JAlays seems to come ou t. And so I I d 1 ike to kind of 

piece it toge ther, kind clf find ou t IAlha t your' fee 1 i ng~. are con tha t? HCd/J 

you feel that·,s discrimination, or is it? 

R: IAie 11 , think it must have been, you know, it used to be all male. 

[Inaudible section) 

remember, IAlon I t 

Took the money and got the tickets. And I couldn't 

say names, don't want to slander anybody, but 

~.omebody called some of them in and said .•• [Inaudible] But was the 

on I y \JJoman there and then they a I so cou 1 dn' t be I i eve. .. And then the 

next time that I remember is the time that all of ... [Pause) 

the breaK in the barrier statement may be more in retrospect. 

that time I just felt was a member of the Bar Association, 

think 

thinK 

IAias a 

lawyer, why couldn't go, just I iKe everybody else. That I thinK 1.'leo.S 

really what was on my mind. 

D: OKay. And the main reason then for not staying for the banquet? 
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R: I d i dn ~ t know IAlha t to expec tin the way of program. I'd heard things 

about having nude women jump out of cakes, you know, over the years. I 

guess, to a certain extent, I didn~t want to. think it was both ways. 

thought my presence there at the program part, the skit part, might 

make them uncomfc.r·table and I might be uncomfortable. And I just I .. ~anted 

to be able to go as long as 

found the skits just, I mean 

wanted to go and actually over the years I 

had great fun. 

D: Okay. 

R: I participated in one as a matter of fact. (Chuckles) 

D: All right. So when you finally did go with Kitty and you stayed for it, 

I .... lhat l,o.las the r'eaction of the men? I"'m allAiays interested to know that. 

R: Not bad. I mean and not negative really. There was, oh, when the sex 

commen t~. or' some th i ng 1 iKe that IAler'e made dur i ng the 5K it, the men at the 

table IAlould be the protective, you knQl..~. But Kitty, if remember 

correctly, 

that? 

threw the finger at somebody. Did she tell you about 

D: She said s.he made some comment or' something. 

R: Yeah, she did. And she just scr-eamed back at somebody, you Know, and I,~e 

just got into the spirit of things and I thinK that made a difference 

also because it made those men who were concerned about our response less 

apprehensive and we just became a par·t of the group. But I can···t really 

say there was any confrontation. Being present no one ever said, "What 

are you doing here?" or got aggressive 1 ike that. 

[PAUSEJ 

R: .•• or got aggressive about that. 

D: Right. 

R: Or maybe s.c.rnebody might have made some joking comment about 1.J.)omen being 
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there, but you Know what I found by and large and men still say it a lot 

today, not all of them, but some of them: "We"'re really glad that you're 

here because maybe they'll clean up the skit." 

D: And have they? 

R: Had for years and these last, what two, three--I don't think it's four, 

maybe three--years, guys in charge of the Young Lawyers' Association 

would bring on a skit, had just done some rather crude things, I thought. 

Had a IAloman stripper one year and then all the comments. I think it was 

last year, the year before, all the commentE. made abclut female attorneys 

including myself and I go there to take my medicine, I mean I'm a Judge, 

figure I'm fair game for sur'e nOIAi aE· a. Judge, not as a IAloman. All the 

comments that IAiere made about women IAler'e based on their sex. 

D: -And hmoJ about the ones (Inaudible)? 

R: Some are but most of them are not. My argument was and has always been, 

if a group of gynecologists or a group of lawyers, and if you want to 

say, make fun of me, please do that. I"m fair game, I'm fair' game as a 

la\.oJyer· or as a judge, but don"t put it on the baE.is of E.ex, ;.-ou knol)J. 

If, for' examp Ie, I had done some th i ng ou trageous in mv persona I sexual 

life that VJas public, then, ;.-eah, that might be appropriate, that···s vJhat 

the;.- do with men, tease them abou t other- I)Jomen or some th i ng like. And 

those, ;.-ou knolAl, it·,s usual 1;.- fairl;.- accurate. I mean it has some 

measure of truth in it, ;.-ou know. And that's appropriate too. That·,s 

fine. But not just total 1;.- about my sex, about the sex of the other 

I/oJOman, Just because we are a IAloman and that·,s IAlhat I;.Je·'ve been getting. 

And so there has been quite a dispute about that over the years and do 

you hear IAlha t the upshot has been nOIAl? 

D: No. 
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R: The Bar skit, rather than being planned by the--actually this change 

occurred last year dur-ing Royal Furgeson's administration as president of 

the Bar Association--the Bar Association itself was putting on the skit 

rather than having it in the hands of Young Lawyers. Chris Kelso at the 

time that this all happened, at the time this happened last year Chris 

Kelso was president of the I"')omen-'s Bar Association and she really fought 

battle in the Board of Directors meetings. One proposal was that while 

the 1 itt 1 e bars 1 iKe the t1ex i can Amer- i can Bar and the I"')omen / s Bar and the 

Young Lawyers get together and put on a sKit. The other alternative was 

just to have a Bar Association committee do it and it tur-ned out that the 

Young Lawyers said they wouldn't share with anyone else the skit, the 

production of a sKit, and so it came to be a Bar Association committee. 

That happened last year ... 

D: I thinK someone else did mention that. 

R: Yeah. 

D: It's over now? 

R: Lim hm. 

D: I;Je 11, that -' s one sol uti on to it. Okay. Just one other- commen t and then 

I'll 1 e t you say if you have any other commen ts to make. If ;tou looK at 

the l;.lomen's Bar Association today and, ;tOU knOf..oJ, 1 don-'t knol;J if an;t 

networking existed. I would assume that networKing existed. I -'m sur-e 

networking existed then with at least the five lawyers, the women 

law;ters, who started it back in 1975 or whatever, because there are many 

more members now in this women-'s". 

R: Right, about ~4 or ~5. 

D: R i gh t. HCd;J has it changed? 

R: The Women's Bar Association? 
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D: L1h huh. 

R: t1a;/be it -' s not the c 1 ose-Kn it 1 itt 1 e group tha tit used to be bu t I th i nk 

it still serves a similar function and that is to get to KnOllJ the female 

attorneys, to spread word about new jobs, about particularly when 

somebody comes into town, that's a "Jay she can meet some of the other 

female attorneys in a smaller setting rather than in the big Bar 

Association. 1 still thinK it serves a IJerY important function for- us 

st iii to KnolAi each other and see each other-, be fr- i ends if pos:- i bl e and 

by and large it is possible. think we're all quite friendly. And the 

nebAlor-king aspect of helping each other- with KnolAiledge about .jobs. 

D: So it has changed then in sort of the emphasis. 

a ••• ? I'm trying to see the change. 

R: Yes. 

It's not so much of 

D: It was sort of that close-knit, luncheon type, you knov.Jj l;.le have a 

project, maybe II.)e do, ma:/be IAie donit, and so nmOJ it-.. s grolAln into this 

larger [group) of 70 members and it's not that close-Knit but the 

networking still exists, is that what you're saying? 

R: Urn hm. Lim hm. Ye:-! the nehoJclr-king still exists. mean I would say 

it l s c 1 ose-kn it in the sense that I liKe to go to Women's Bar luncheons 

becau:-e that':- :-omet imes the onl y time I see :-ome clf the IAI om erl becau:-e we 

worK in different places and 1 just donlt get to see many people anymore. 

And I I iKe tCI go and catch up on ~oJhat they're all doing. 

pr-ograms nOIIJ mor-e than IAie used to. But in my 1 ife it-'s a very important 

or-ganization. I don-'t KnQl.,oJ hOIAi else I can explain it. Changes. I thinK 

1 still feel Kind of the same about it. 

D: Right. It's just a general question Ilm wanting to asK because thinK 

that's an important aspect of ••• That's really all the general questions 
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I have. If YOU have any other little, anything else you/d like to add or 

mention. 

R: l,.Jell, maybe I [-IIi I I at this caveat. I think the male attorneys who made 

comments and who gave me and others a hassle in years gone bv , , don"t 

blame them. They were doing what was coming naturally, what was 

accep tab 1 e in our soc i e ty. I,~ha t ha.s been neat, though, is the change 

that has come about in their attitudes, that they have been will ing to 

change, and that they have been open to the lessons from experience and 

so I don't blame anybody. 

D : All I' i gh t. And so you do see this change then? That there's definite 

change in the way that women are treated? 

R: Yes, I think SCI. I mean, as say, when I first came here certain law 

firms weren't hiring females. You heard the story about the Scott-Hulse 

firm? Richard Munzinger went down to Austin to interview, interview the 

woman and told her flatly. Richard and I were always good friends. He 

told me that, he said, "I thought I ",.,las being truthful. I,vasn.' t go i ng 

to waste her time. I told her that my firm wasn.'t going to hire women, 

blacks, Jews or Mexicans," and that hit the papers and his firm was 

b.anned from interviewing in Austin for a ~·.,Ihile. I don"t remember hOI,..) 

long. But, yeah, you see that firm has one female, has had three. 

can't think of any place--have you come across any place who hasn't hired 

any females?--City Attorney"s and the District Attorney"s Office have by 

no.,..), County Attorney's Office and all the big firms. 

D: Right. 

R; Some small firms. A number of women in private practice on their own. 

D: R i gh t. 

R: Which is just marvelous. I mean just very, very gutSY thing to do. 
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D: And Taffy Bagley, isn-'t she el)en a partner? 

R: That's right and I think Yvonne Puig is a partner. TaffY was the first 

female hired by a law firm in this town. 

D: Right. I'm going to interview her, too. 

R: Yeah. So things have changed drastically and indeed it has fl ipped a 

1 ittle bit because by the time Taffy was coming out of law school, each 

one of the three large firms wanted her. (ChucKles) And check with her 

on the year. That was the mid-70's, someplace, maybe '76. All of them 

came to me, someone from each firm, I wa..:- fr i ends with a II of them. They 

said we have this wonderful woman and every single one of them wanted to 

hire her and it was as though that just all of a sudden broke and then it 

became very much in vogue to have a female attorney and to hire female 

So it's been real good for us. That's not to say that there 

aren't areas that can be proved yet but the attitudes have changed rather 

dr- as tic all ;i • 

D: Okay. Great. 

END OF INTER~}1 EiA 
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