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Thad and Maxi 'ne Steele
by.Re6ecca Craver

December 6,  l9B3

r ' .

TS :

C :

T S .

I t lS:

n .

TS :

When were you a student here?

I  came he re  i n  t he  fa l l  o f  1928  and  I  wen t  t h rough  ' ?8 - ' 29 .

I  'm ta l  k inE aEout  the school  year  ,  through '32-" -  t  28- t  291

'30 - ' 31 ,  and  r3 l - r 32 .

l^lhere did you come frem?

I  came f ro rn  a  l i t t l e  t own  up  i n  0k lahoma,  I ' d  gone  to  a

jun io r  co l l ege  up  the re ,  Mur ray  S ta te  Schoo ' l  o f  Ag r i cuT tu re , .

so I  came fnom Tishomingo,  0k ' lahoma.

That  was not  h is  home,

DJe l l ,  how d id  you  hea r  abou t  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines  up  the re?

We l l ,  I  was  E radua t ing  f rom jun io r  co1 ' l ege  so  I  was  l ook ing  fo r

a p lace to  go to  school  ,  I 'd  had some I  i terature f rom the

Co l l eEe  o f  M ines  i n  Co lo rado - - they  had  the  Co lo rado  Schoo l  o f

M ines - -and  I ' d  has  some l i t e ra tu re  f rom Ok lahoma U .  And  be ing

an  a th le te ,  wh1r ,  I  was  na tu ra l l y  l ook ing  fo r  a  p ' l ace  tha t  I

cou ld  go  and  p l ay  a th l e t i c s ;  and  a t  Ok lahoma  U . ,  why ,  I  wou ld

have  to  1ay  ou t  a  yea r  because  o f  t he  j un io r  co l l ege  t rans fe r ,

see .  I  cou ld  come  to  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines  and  be  e l i g i b l e  imme-

diate ' ly ,  so I  got  the in fonnrat ion and they got  some in format ion

on  me- - I  mean ,  t he  a th ' l e t i c  depar tmen t  d id - - so  I  came ou t  he re

on  an  a th ' l e t i c  scho la r sh ip .

Do you rememher how much money they gave you?

hle l l ,  in  those days they d idn ' t  g ive you any money,  you had to

work for  everyth ing.  But  we had a group of  peop' le  in  town that

u tas  t r y ing  to  bu i l d  up  the  a th le t j c  pa r t  o f  t he  schoo l  ,  so  we
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had  Jobs  a l1  ove r  t own ,  l i ke ' i n  t he  Cour thouse  where  the re 'd

be  one  i n  the  tax  co ] l ec to r ' s  o f f i ce  and  one  i n  the  Sher i f f ' s

Depar tment  or  maybe two,  one in  someth ing e lse,  severa l

peop le  i n  t he  f i r e  s ta t i ons ,  some a t  t he  sme l te r ,  some a t

l tneJ cement  company,  And a l l  over  town you had a job and

you had to work"

And fn return you got free room and board?

We l l ,  i n  t hose  days  we  go t  f i f t y  do1 ' l a rs  a  mon th .  Usua l ' l y

tha t  was  wha t  i t  amoun ted  to ,  f i f t y  do l l a rs  a  mon th .  You

worked for  a  that  and you got  a  room and board,  but  we got

f  i  f ty  do1 I  ars  a month.

tr lhere did you work?

I  worked a t .  ,  , the  f i rs t  year  was a t  the  tax  co iJec tor ' s

and then I  work id  in  the  eng ineer 's  o f f i ce  there ,  and then

l ' r

TS:

C :

TS : off i  ce ,

t he

So ,I  ast  two years I  worked

th .ey 'd  a lways  prov ide  a

Where did you I  ive?

for  E l  Paso Natura l  Gas Company.

job  fo r  the  a th le t i c  scho la rsh ips .

TS: l ^ l e l l ,  t he  f i r s t  yea r  I  l i ved  i n  a  res idence ,  i n  a  homen  w i th  a

fam i l y ,  and  they  p rov ided  j us t  a  p lace  to  s leep  and  you  p rov ided

the  res t  o f  i t - -a l1  you r  mea ls  and  eve ry th ing .  A f te r  t ha t ,  why

we  had  a  do rm i to ry  and  I  l i ved  i n  t he  do rm i to ry .

C :  Wha t  was  the  name o f  t he  bu i l d ing?

TS:  I ' l ha t  i s  t he  name o f  i t ,  Max ine?  The  o ld  do rm i to ry  bu i l d fng?

MSI The one r ight  acnoss f rom where the Development  0f f ice is  now,

I  can ' t  t h i nk  wha t  i t ' s  /  ca t  l ed l .

TS :  No ,  no t  t he  Deve lopmen t  0 f f i ce .
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MS:  We11o  bu t

They ' re  i n

th.at sma 1 l

the h i l  I  .

TS :  I ' 1  t  have

MS:  D idn ' t  you

one ti'me ?

the Development  Of f ice fs  moved out  r ight  now.

o ld  Ke l l y  Ha " l 1 ,  and  i t ' s  t he  one  r i gh t  ac ross

b ,u i l d ing  r i gh t  aEa ins t  t he  moun ta in  as  you  go  up

TS :

MS:

T q .

TS:

to show you th.e bu i 1 din g .

a l so  
' l i ye  

i n  wha t  became the  P res iden t ' s  home a t

t ^ le l l ,  tha t ' s  when  some o f  the  a th le tes  d id .  I  d idn ' t .

0h ,  you  d idn ' t  ac tua l l y  l i ve  the re .

/Jhows p ic tu re j  Th is  was Ke1 ' l y  Ha l l ,  the  chemis t ry  bu i ld ing ,

I  guess  i t  was  Ke ' | l y ,  0h ,  yeah,  I  knou, r  i t  was  Ke l ly ,  because

we used to .  . see  th is  w indow here?

Yes .

l ^ le l l ,  wend Eo thouEh there ,  they  kept  tha t  w indow up.  They

wou ld  s l ide  in ,  you  cou ld  c rawl  th rough tha t  w indow,  ou t  th rough

the wr 'ndow. You'd go in and that was where you would change

c lo thes  and take  a  shower  and so  fo r th .  And then I  th ink  th is

end o f  i t  down here  was l tneJ  ea t ing  p ' lace ,  the  d in ing  ha ' |1 ,

and then the  res t  o f  i t  was  dormi to r ies ,  and.usua l ly  a lways  two

to  a  room,  So tha t  was  the  a th le t i c  dormi to ry  in  those days .

lde l1 ,  le t ' s  ta lk .  ahout  foo tba l l  and Cap K idd .  He was your

coach  wasn ' t  he?

No. Cap Kidd was, I  th ink he was a coach way, way back there,

but the coach. when I  cane here was a fe l low named B.J.  "Doc"

Stewar t ,  fnom the  un iyers i ty  o f  Texas ,  inc identa l l y .  He had

coached a t  the  Un ivers i tv  o f  Texas  and he  was about  re t i rement

C l
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age and he ruanted to  ret i re ,  but  he got  th is  job here as a

coach  o f  t he  Schoo l  o f  M ines .  And  he  b rough t  h i s  cap ta in  o f

the  foo tEa l l  t eam a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  tha t  yea r .  Why ,

he  b rough t  a  fe l l ow  named  l {ax  Saxon  ou t  as  h i s  ass i s tan t .  So

th.e f i rs t  year  that  I  was here,  why,  i t  was Doc Stewart  and

Saxon,  and then the rest  o f  the t ime I  was here i t  was Max

Saxon and Harry  Phi l ' l ips ,  l , r le  had two coaches in  those days.

B. ig  s taf f "  [Laugh. ter )

l l { as  K idd  F ie ld  hu i l t  t hen?

No .  t . r l e  had  a  p rac t i ce  f i e ld  r i gh t  back  o f  t he  do rm i to ry ,  and

|1 ' f re reT  was  ve ry  l i t t l e  g rass  on  i t ,  so  i t  was  mos t l y  g rave l

and  Jus t  a  few  l i t t l e  conc re te  s teps  ou t  t he re  peop le  cou ld

s i t  on .  Bu t  you  cou ldn t t  p lay  a  foo tba l l  game the re  and  we

p layed  a l l . o f  ou r  games  a t  E l  Paso  H igh ,  w i t h  t he  excep t i on

o f  one  yea r ,  I  t h ink  we  p layed  a t  some pa rk  ou ts ide  o f  t own .

I t  was  ou t  where  the  baseba l l  pa rk  i s  now.  Bu t  we  p layed  a ' l ' l

o f  ou r  games  on  the  E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo l  S tad ium.

Because  they  had  E rass .

No ,  t hey  had  ve ry  l i t t l e  g rass  the re ,  I  can  assu re  you .  (Laugh te r )

The  fac t  i s  I  s t i l l  have  sca rs  on  my  hands .  I  p layed  cen te r ,

and  you 'd  tack le  someone  and  you r  hands  wou ld  s l i de  on  the  g round

and  you 'd  p i ck  up  g rave l  ,  and  you r  hands  wou ld  Ue  / l l oody - / .

And  I  was  the  cen te r r  so  when  I ' d  ge t  ove r  t he  ba l l ,  why ,  t he re

was  a lways  b l ood  on  t he  ba l l .  ( Laugh te r )

How t imes have changed.

L le l l ,  wha t  t eams  d id  you  p ' l ay  aga ins t?

TS :

C :

TS :

MS:

C :
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We l l ,  t he  schedu le  he re  w i l l  show you  tha t  we  p layed  A r i zona

and  the  New Mex ico  M i l i t a ry  Ins t i t u te ,  Ha rd in -S immons  Un ive r -

s i t y ,  Schoo l  o f  M ines  i n  New Mex ico ;  F lags ta f fo  f rom Ar i zona .

D idn ' t  you  a l l  p lay  Texas  Un ive rs i t y  one  t ime?

Yeah ,  we  p layed .  . f ac t  i s ,  t he  l as t  t h ree  J rca rs  tha t  I

p layed  foo tba l l ,  we  on l y ' l os t  one  game a  yea r  f o r  t h ree  yea rs !

which t , ' tas a whale of  a  record in  those days.  And the only

games  we  los t  du r ing  the  l as t  t h ree  yea rs  tha t  I  p layed  the re ,

we lost  to  the Univers i ty  o f  Texas,  and that  was the orr ' ly  game

we lost  /  t f ra t  year  
-1 ,  

won the Southwest  Conference.  And

one year  v , rc  lost  to  Ar izona U.  in  Tucson,  and another  t ime we

los t  t o  Hard in -S immons  Un ive rs i t y .  So  th ree  games  in  th ree

years  i s  a  good  reco rd ,  And  i nc iden ta l l y ,  t he  co l l ege  annua l

was dedi 'cated the f i rs t  year  to  the the coaching s taf f ,  Max

Saxon  and  Ha r r y  Ph i l l i p s ,  because  we 'd  has  t h i s  ou t s tand ing

season ,  l os t  one  game.  (Laughs )

Te l l  me  ahou t  you r  road  t r i ps .

0n  road  t r i ps  usua l l y  i t  was  by  t ra in  o r  bus .  And  o f  cou rse  i f

some o f  t he  t r i ps  were  ove rn igh t ,  we  l e f t  he re  ea r l y  i n  t he

morn ing ,  we  had  l unch  a t  Mane l l ' s  (? )  Ranch  up  be tween  E1  paso

and Rosv,re l l ,  and we'd p lay the footbal l  game that  a f ternoon

and we caught  the bus and came back home that  a f ternoon.  So,

i t  was  bus  t r i ps  us r ra l l y ;  oh ,  and  t r a i n  t r i ps .  L i ke  when  weud

p lay  New Mex i ' co  U , ,  why  i t , d  be  a  t ra in  t r i p .  A r i zona  was  a

t ra in  t r i p .  T ra in  mos t l y  f s  t he  way  we  t rave l l ed .

Ybu were a min i 'ng engineer?

MS:

TS :

/ . r

TS:

| ^ r
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TS:  No .  I  was  t r y ing  to  ma jo r  i n  geo logy .  I  had  worked  i n  the

o i l  f i e l ds  and  I  became f r i end l y  w i th  a  geo log i s t ,  and  I

t hough t  t ha , t ' s  wha t  I  wan ted  to  be .  And  abou t  t he  l as t  two

years  tha t  I  was  i n  schoo l ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  t he  l as t  yea r ,  i t

was dur ing the Depress ion and people were out  o f  jobs.  Even

peop le  w i th  deErees  tha t  had  been  work ing  fo r  a  m in ing  company ,

we ' l l  say ,  i n  Pe ru  o r  i n  o ld  Mex ico  o r  somewhere ,  t hey  were  back

home wi thout  a  job and tak ing a referesher  course,  so I  changed

my ma jo r  t he  l as t  yea r  and  I  qua ' l i f f ed  fo r  t each ing  and  coach ing .

So  I  neve r  d id  fo l l ow  eng inee r ing  o r  geo logy .  I  go t  i n to  the

a th le t i c  f i e l d  and  coached ,  so  I  coached  fo r  f ou r  yea rs .

tilhe re ?

Two  yea rs  a t  Ys le ta  H igh  Schoo l  and  I  was  ass i s tan t  coach  a t

Ys le ta ,  and  then  I  go t  t o  be  head  coach  a t  Aus t i n  H igh  Schoo ' | .

Then the next  year ,  why,  I  went  to  Lufk in  in  East  Texas wi th

my  o ' l d  f r i end  M ike  B rumbe low- -you ' ve  p robab ly  hea rd  o f  h im- -

and went  down there because he knew that  he was gofng to  on ' ly

be there a year  or  so because TCU would be af ter  h im,  and he

had  to ld  me ,  he  sa id ,  " I f  you ' ' 11  come down  he re  as  my  ass i s tan t ,

you ' ' l l  be  head  coach  the  nex t  yea r . "  Because  he  f i gu red  he

wou ld  ge t  a  j oh ,  and  tha t ' s  abou t  t he  way  i t  wo rked  ou t .

C :  Then  wha t ' d  you  do  a f te r  t ha t?

TS:  h le l l ,  a f t e r  coach ing  fo r  f ou r  yea rs ,  I  had  l ooked  a t  a l l  t he

bus inesses  a round  he re  tha t  I  t hough t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  work  fo r ,

because  I  cou ldn ' t  see  any  fu tu re  i n  h igh  schoo ' l  coach ing  as

a  pe rmanen t  l i f e t ime  job .  So  I  had  l ooked  a t  a l ' l  t he  ma jo r

TS:
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bus inesses  he re - - I  t h ink  abou t  s i x  I  f i gu red  were  the  ma jo r

ones--and so I  appl ied to  Southwestern Por t land and Cement

Company,  and I  to ld  them what  I  wanted to  do:  I  wanted to

ge t  ou t  o f  coach inE  and  I  wan ted  to  go  w i th  a  bus iness .  The

man  tha t  was  the  manager  o f  i t ,  v i ce  p res iden t /manager ,  t o ld

me tha t  he  d idn ' t  have  an  open ing  bu t  when  he  found  one ,

whyn  he  woU ld  ge t  i n  t ouch  w i th  me .  So  he  ca ' l l ed  me  a t

Lu fk in  i n  Eas t  Texas  i n  March .  See ,  I  j us t  coached  the re

t ' n  t he  fa l l ,  and  then  the  March  o f  nex t  yea r ,  why ,  he  ca l l ed

me and said he had a job for  me.  So I  
' le f t  

and star ted work ing

for  Southwestern Por t land Cement  Company on Apr i l  ls t  that  year .

h las  the  p lan t  i n  t he  same loca t i on  as  i t  i s  t oday?

Yes.  The company had the p lant  here in  El  Paso and that  company

a l so  had  a  p l an t  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a  and  one  i n  Oh io ,  and  I  came  he re

to  work  fo r  t h i s  p lan t  he re .  So  tha t ' s  t he  way  I  s ta r ted  w i th

/  that  companyJ,  and I  s tar ted as a d ispatcher  in  the of f ice,

and  then  i n to  sa les  and  I  was  a  t rave l l i ng  sa lesman  fo r  seve ra l

years,  and then promoted back to  the of f ice here as ass is tant

sa les manager ,  Then f rom there I  progressed upward and in  the

mean t ime  the  company  expanded .  They  bu i l t  a  cemen t  p lan t  a t

Odessa  and  they  bu f l t  one  i n  Amar i l l o ,  so  I  was  v i ce  p res iden t /

manager  o f  t he  th ree  p lan ts .  So  tha t ' s  t he  h i s to ry  o f  my .

MS:  Th i r t y -n ine  yea rs .

TS :  And  I  was  w i th  them th i r t y -n ine  yea rs .

C :  So ,  you  j us t  r e t i r ed  no t  t oo  l ong  ago ,  t hen?

TS:  I t ' s  been  abou t  e igh t  yea rs  now,  hasn ' t  i t ?  Ne i i l y  e igh t  yea rs  ago .
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C :  t n l e l l ,  l e t ' s  Eo  back  t o  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines  now .  I  t h i nk

you were a s tudent  when they le t  the jun ior  co1 lege move in to

the campus?

TS: No,  they moved a year  or  two pr ior  to  my corn ing out  here.

That  was wf ien they were at  E l  Paso High Schoo' l  ,  I  be l ieve.

But they had al ready made that move and they got co-eds at

that  t ime,  a pret ty  good bunch of  them.

C:  So  wou id  you  say  mos t  o f  t he  s tuden ts  f rom the  j un io r  co l l ege

wene  g i r l  s?

No.  Most  o f  the  s tudents  were  boys  then,  bu t  the  g i r ' l s  took

oven ,  Ybu 'd  have  to  look  a t  one  o f  the  o ld  annua ls  to .

Who was pres' ident of  the col ' lege when you came?

I t  wasn ' t  any  pres ident ,  i t  was  dean,  Dean Pucket t ,  Dean C.A.

Pucket t .

hlho was your favorite teacher? l l lho do you remember?

0h ,  I ' have ,  oh ,  severa l ,  na tu ra l l y .  Bu t  I  guess  one  o f  my

favor i tes was Berte Haigh and Speedy Nelson, and both of  them

taught  geo logy ,  inc identa l l y .  Bu t  I  wou ld  say  tha t  they  were

my favor i tes.  And Berte Haigh, as you know--he was at  the party

las t  n igh t - - i s  93 ,  I  be l  i eve ,

And  you  went  to  c lasses  s ix  days  a  week ,  d idn ' t  you?  D idn ' t

they have classes on Saturdays?

TSr

MS

TS

c

TS

TS No ,  I  don ' t  t h . i nk  so ,  j us t  f i ve .  I  don ' t  r eca l l ,  r ea ' | 1y .  I

guess ,  because  the  c lasses  a l t e rna ted ,  I  guess  we  d id  have .

Tuesdays,  Thursda;r  and Saturday.

I ' d  have  to  ge t  my ,schedu le  so  I ' d  have  the  a f te rnoon  to

MS

TS:



MS:

TS :

C :

MS:
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p rac t i ce  foo tha l l  and  baske tba l l  and  baseba l l ,  wha teve r  spo r t

I  was  i nvo ' l ved  i n ,

C :  So  you  p layed  a l l  o f  t hem.

TS :  I  p ' layed a1 1 0f  them, I  was the Outstanding.  . r^ te l  I  ,  what

d i ' d  we  ca l  I  i t ?

Ou ts tand inE  A th le te  o r  someth ing .

Outstanding Ath lete two years in  a row.

I  be t  you  cou ' l dn ' t  bea t  t he  g i r l s  o f f  w i t h  a  s t i c k .

He beat  them of f  unt i l  I  got  in  there.  (Laughter)

I sn ' t  t ha t  wonder fu l  .

I ' t  was  l ove !  Eve ryhody  i n  town  wou ld  say ,  "We l l ,  I  neve r

though t  Thad  was  Eo ing  to  ge t  mar r i ed ,  I  t r i ed  to  f i x  h im

up  w i th  my  s i s te r  o r  my  cous in  o r  my  f r i end . "  And  he  da ted  a l l

t he  t ime ,  bu t  he  wa i ted  fo r  me ,  and  I  app rec ia te  i t .

/ l ook ing  th rouEh  an  annua l  . l  f f r a t ' s  Lu r l i ne .  Do  you  know

Lu r l  i ne?

No .

t {e1 I  ,  she was at  the L par ty  7 
' last  

n i  ght .  Lur l  ine Doug' las .

She  ' s  Mr  s  .  Co l  t ha rp .

I  d i dn ' t  know  tha t  was  Lu r l i ne !

Show he r  t he  o the r  p i c tu re  o f  he r .

l , r l e l l ,  was  she  a  i oca l  g i r l ?  Was  she  f rom E l  Paso?

Yes .

There 's  Lur l i ne .

I  wou ldn ' t  recogn ize  her .

I  was  te l l ing  Max ine  tha t  in  those days ,  why ,  everyone knew

TS:
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each  o the r ,  and  the  annua l  was  a  b ig  th ing  and  eve ryone  had

the i r  p i ' c tu re  i n  t he  annua l .  Now,  tha t ' s  someth ing .  And  a l l

the  p ic tu res  you '1 ' l  see  a l l  the  way th rough th is  book

r4S:

f '

TS:

l . r

bu t  a th l e t i c s  and  a l l  t ha t ,  and  g roup  p i c t u res .  Now the re ' s

the  facu l t y ,  and  then  the  g radua tes .  And  the  g radua tes  a l l

had  f t he in  p i c tu res  i n  t he  annua ' l - / .  Le t ' s  see ,  20  g radua tes

tha t  yea r .

I sn ' t  t ha t  someth ing?  I t r s  come a  
' l ong  

way .

And then you Eo throuEh there and each.  person had the i r  p ic ture

in  the re  w i th  a  l i t t l e  w r i t e -up  abou t  wha t  t hey  d id ,  t he  spo r t s

o r  wha t  ac t i v i t i es  they 'd  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n .  And  i n  they  wen t

r i gh t  on  th rough  a l l  o f  t hem,  r i gh t  on  th rough  the  f reshmen

and  a l l  o f  t ha t ,

I t  was  so  impor tan t  i n  t hose  days .

l i l e l l ,  I  see  they  had  ye11  l eaders .  Do  you  remember  pep  ra l l i es?

0h ,  yeah ,  we  had  pep  ra1 ' l i es

What  would they do for  you to  boost  your  sp i r i t  before the

games ?

h le l l ,  t hey 'd  have  a  hon f i re  and  t rave  117  pep  ra11y .

Wou ld  i t  be  on  campus?

Yes ,  usua11y .  I  don ' t  r eca l l ,  I  don ' t  be l i eve ,  eve r  hav ing  one

o f f  t he  campus .  The re  rn tas  so  l i t t l € r  so  few  bu i l d ings  and  so

much  open  space ,  t ha t  t hey  d idn ' t  have  any  t roub le  w i th  the  f i r e .

Even when I  came here they would have bonf i res on the other  s ide

o f  Be l l  Ha l l .  Tha t  was  j us t  an  open  e rea  and  the  fe l l ows  wou ld

s tack  wood ,  and  we  had  bon f i res  i n  t he  f i f t i es  the re .
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TS:  And  usua ' l ' l y  we  h "ad  two  cheer leaders  and  tha t  was  abou t  i t .

MS:  Ffave you ta lked to  Isabel  Hatchet t  yet?

C :  No .

MS: She was a cheer leader  when Thad was there.

TS :  t ' l e l l ,  he r  p i c tu re ' s  i n  t he re ,  I sabe l  .  Bu t  t h i s  i s  wha t  has

chanEed  now,  th ings  l i ke  tha t - - t he  p i c tu res  and  the  peop le

tha t  have  the i r  p i c tu res  made .  Thene ' s  Joe  F r iedk in .  Do  you

know him?

C:  Su re .

TS :  h |e l l ,  t he re i s  Joe ,  t he  p res iden t  o f  t he  S tuden t  Assoc ia t i on .

P ic tu res  and  reco rds  and  th . i ngs  I i ke  tha t .  They  had  a  r i f l e

t eam,  I  t h i nk  t h i s  was  t he . . .  ca l l ed  i t  t he  Sc ien t i f i c  C lub .

C :  I ' n  one  o f  t hese  I  saw a  c lub  ca l l ed  the  Woman Ha te rs .  t Jha t

was that?

TSr Y€s,  t fuey had that .  That  was just  in  L fun- / .  There was

no th ing  o f f i c i a l  ab .ou t  i t ,  They 'd  ca l l  i t  t he  Woman Ha te rs

and : the  g roup r  Jou  know,  wou ' l d  say ,  "We l l ,  we  be long  to  the

Woman Haters. ' l  They had one when I  was in  school  here.  }Je

had  one  t hey  ca l l ed  t he  B lack  Hand  C lub ,  and  we l l ,  t ha t  mean t

i f  somehody  s tamped  you  w i th  a  b lack  hand ,  why ,  you  were  ou t .

And  they 'd  pu l l  t h .a t  on  peop le ,  you  know,  a  fe l l ow 'd  say ,

"You  be long  t o  t he  B lack  Hand  C lub . "  They 'd  shake  hands  w i t h

h im  l i ke  t ha t  w i t h  a  h l ack  hand .  ( Laughs )  And  s i 1 ] y  t h i ngs

I  i  ke  tha t .

C:  h le1 '1,  d id  they have that  APO f ratern i ty  for  the engineers?

TSr  0h  yes ,  I €s r  yes f  ve ry  much .  I  was  fn  i t .  ( Laugh te r )

t1
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C :  Wha t  was  you r  i n i t i a t i on  l i ke?

TS :  I  can  t e11  you  a  l o t  abou t  t ha t .  ( Laughs )

C :  A l l  r i gh t ,  Te l l  me .  I  wan t  t o  hea r  i t .

TS :  The re ' s  t he  APO.  There ' s  t he  sponso r ,  Gene  Thomas .  Bu t

i n i t i a t i on  I  t hough t  was ,  and  I  s t i l l  t h i nk ,  i s  one  o f  t he

c rue les t  t h ings  they  can  pu l1  on  a  pe rson .  You  were  i nv i t ed

to  j o in  i n  t h i s  f ra te rn i t y ,  and  you ' re  no t i f i ed  tha t  you  had

been  accep ted ,  and  then  comes  the  t ime  fo r  i n i t i a t i on  and  they

b l i nd fo ld  you  and  l ead  you  th rough  a  bunch  o f ,  some r i t ua l

s tuf f ,  and they take you f rom stat ion to  s tat ion and here to

the re .  So  they 'd  go  up  to  the re  and  then  they  were  a l l  assem-

b led  i n  a  r oom,  a l l  t he  o the rs ,  and  t hey  b r i ng  t h i s .  . you

were  b rough t  i n  one  a t  a  t ime ,  i nc iden ta l l y .  Maybe  f i ve  o r

s i x  peop le  a re  cand ida ted  f o r  j n t i a t i on .  t l l e  we re  a l l  b l i nd -

fo lded  and  separa ted ,  pu t  i n  d i f f e ren t  f p laces - /  so  you  can ' t

t a l k  t o  anyone ,  you  can ' t  say  a  wo rd .  0h ,  i t  was  t ough .

Bu t ,  anyhow,  they td  b r i ng  you  up  the re  and  they  say ,

"We l l ,  v ' , e  have  cand ida te  so  and  so .  t t ho  p roposed  Thad  S tee le? "

And  eve rybody  s i t s  t he re ,  j us t  s i l l en t  as  can  be .  Then  they

sa id ,  "We l l ,  who  p roposed  Thad  S tee le  as  a  cand ida te? "  And  one

sa id ,  "We l  I  ,  I ' l  I  say  t ha t  I  d i d .  r r  r rNo ,  we  don ' t  wan t  t ha t .  To  he l  I

w i t h  t ha t , "  he  sa jd .  r rDon I t  j us t  vo l un tee r .  We  wan t  t o  know

who  p roposed  h im .  Now somebody  had  to . "  So ,  t hen  they  ge t  i n  a

b ig  squabb le  and  t hey  say ,  "We l l ,  b l i nd fo l d  t he  cand ida te  and  t ake

h im  ou t  o f  t he  room and  we ' l l  t r ash  t h i s  ou t . "  So ,  t hey  t ake

you  and  they  pa rk  you  i n  a  co rne r  somewhere ,  and  you  can ' t

1?
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sdy  a  word ,  and  hy  tha t  t ime  you  don ' t  ca re  whe the r  you ' re

in i t t a ted  o r  no t r  you  know,  And  they  do  tha t  w i th  each  o f

t hem and  t hey  ge t  i n  a  b iE  squabb le  abou t  i t .  And  t henn ' l i ke

I  say,  why,  you cou ' ld  care less whether  you became a member of

tha t  6ecause  nobody 'd  acknow ledEe  tha t  t hey 'd  p roposed  you .

(  Laughs )

C:  l , l le l  I  ,  woul  d  th is  h.appen on campus,  in  a bui ' ld f  ng?

TS:  Yes .  They 'd  take  you  i n  some room,  i t  had  a  l o t  o f  rocks

a round  in  i t o  exposed  rocks  and  th ings ,  and  usua l l y  i t  was  on

campus .  . l  don ' t  r eca ' l l  t he  bu i l d ing  tha t  we  were  i n ,  bu t  t hey

take  you  ou t  p f  t he  hu i l { i nS  and  i t r s  usua l l y  co1d .  Bu t  i t ' s

d i f f e r . en t ,  I ' l l  t e11  youJ

MSr  D id  you  haze  you?

TS :  No ,  no t  a t  t h -a t .  Now ,  when  you ' r e  i n i t i a t ed  i n to  t he  eng inee r i ng

g roup ,  t he  g i ' r l s  wou ld  Eo  th rough  tha t  on  S t .  Pa t ' s  Day .  Now,

they  wou ld  do  a  l o t  o f  haz ing  the re ,  and  some o f  t he  g i r l s  wen t

th rough  i t .  Now,  I sabe l  Abdou  wen t  t h rough  i t ,  and  they 'd  make

you crawl  "  They went  to  an o l  d  mine up here out  o f  0ro Grande.

And  they 'd  b l i nd fo ' l d  you  and  you  wou ld  c raw l  on  you r  knees

th rouEh  tha t  sha f t .  And  i n  the  mean t ime ,  why ,  j ou  can ' t  s tand

up ,  and  then  as  you  passed  by  a  ce r ta in  s ta t i on ,  t hey  had  b ig

padd les ,  wooden  padd les ,  and  boy  d id  they  hu r t ,  and  they  wou ld

swat  you to  make you move on.  And those g i r ls  took that ;  a t

l eas t  two  o f  t hem took  the  same th ing  tha t  t he  boys  d id .

h le l l ,  rvere they engineer ing s tudents is  why they had to  go

th rough  th i s?

l3
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TSI  They had enro l led for  enEineer ing,  therefore,  why,  they had

to  6e  i n f t i a t ed  i n to  S t .  Pa t ' s .  you  had  t o  go  t h rough

tha t .  I " t  was  tough .

MS: They k issed t l le  B ' larney Stone,

TS:  The B' larney S ' tone was a mixture of  mustard,  v inegar  and red

pepper r  a rd  I ' don r t  know vuha t  a '11  they  had  i n  the ren  and  they 'd

make you k iss the Blarney Stone.  And you can imagine,  you want

to  tas te  i t ,  bu t  you  ge t  so  c ' l ose  and  then  they  smash  you r  head

in to  i t ,  see "  So  you  Ee t  i t  i n  you r  nose  and  i n  you r  mou th .

[Laughs ]

C r Did you have to do that?

MS:  h le l l ,  I  d idn ' t  do  a l l  t ha t .  Bu t  when  I  f i r s t  came as  Dean  o f

Women th.ey invited me to Eo with them to 0ro Grande one t ime

and  to  k i ss  the  B la rney  S tone ,  bu t  t hey  were  n i ce  to  me .

1-Pnusf
TS: The f reshman in  those days had to  wear  what  they ca ' l ' l  the green

beani 'e ,  And so wh.en you were on campus,  why,  the f reshman had

to  wear  one .  And  Dr .  C ra ig ,  he  wou ld  a r r i ve  on  the  campus ,  )ou

know,  w i th  a  b r i e f case  and  a l l  t ha t .  He 'd  take  h i s  cap  ou t

and  he 'd  pu t  i t  on  and  then  he 'd  wear  i t ,  and  j us t  when  he  l e f t

t he  campus  he 'd  take  tha t  cap  o f f ,  pu t  i t  back  i n  h i s  b r i e f case .

Tha t ' s  t h .e  p resen t  D r .  C ra ig ' s  f a the r .  He ' s  dead  now .

Jus t  f o r  any th ing ,  why ,  you  cou ld  be  hazed"  Usua l l y

i t  was  a  b room, ,bu t  you 'd  a l so  be  su rp r i sed  how much  a  b room

swat  can hur t "  0r  when you 'd bend over  and they say,  " l^ le1 ' l  ,  g ive

h im ten  l ashes rn '  why ,  somet imes  they  a ' l t e rna te - - th i s  one 'd  h i t

14
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and  the  o the r  one 'd  h i t ,  t h i s  one 'd  h i t .  And  then  some o f

them were  touE t i  and  they 'd  wa lk  up  and  say ,  "h le l l ,  I  t h ink

I  dese rye  a  l ash i ' ng ,  "  Bu t  t hey  had  a  touEh  fanny .  ( t -augh te r )

P rohab ' l y  had  a  boa rd  i n  t he  sea t  o f  t he i r  pan ts .

The term "Peedoggier"  were they us ing that  term when you were

a  s tuden t?

TS:  Yes ,  bu t  no t  whe way they  use  i t  fo r  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas ,

because a  Peedogg ie  a t  Texas  Un ivers i ty  i s  anyone tha t  doesn ' t

go  to  Texas  A & M,  i s  usua l ly  the  way they  re fe r  to  i t .  Peedogg ies

here  was anyone tha t  was  no t  an  eng ineer ing  s tudent ,  so  you ' re

a  PeedoEEie  i f  you  were  no t  c lass i f ied  an  an  eng ineer  o r  a

geo loEy s tudent  o r  some eng ineer ing ,  because they  d idn ' t  have

a schoo l  o f  Eeo loEy,

Cr  We1lo  someene.  to ld  me tha t  they  th ink  Cap K idd  is  the  one tha t

started using Peedoggie out here,  that  term.

TS: He n igh t  have,  I t ' s  qu i te  poss ib le  tha t  he  was so  or ien ted

towards  the  min ing  indus t ry  and the  eng ineer ing  par t  o f  i t  tha t

he  miEht  have or iEr 'na teC the  name.  He sa idn  "Why,  don ' t  pay

any  a t ten t ion  to  h im,  he 's  a  Peedogg ie , "  you  know.

But  they  were  pa in t ing  the  g reen  l i ne  on  campus ,  d iv id ing  the

sc ience schoo l  f rom the  L ibera l  Ar ts?

TS

MS

TS

MS to work the same day

a lo t  o f  resentment  o f

' 15
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They  hadn ' t  s ta r ted  tha t .

Tha t  s ta r ted  w i th  {he  name change .

Yes .

That  was June I  ,  I  949,  because I  came

the name was chang(d.  And there was
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t he  eng inee rs  and  the  m in ing  peop le  abou t  i t  and  they

s ta r ted  pa in t i ng  tha t  g reen  l i ne  then ,  because  the  Texas

Western peop' l  e  / -were 7 on that  s ide,  but  they were s t i l ' l

Co l l ege  o f  M ines  on  the  o the r  s ide .

0n  S t .  Pa t ' s  Day ,  ea r l y  eve ry  S t .  Pa t ' s  morn ing ,  why ,  t hey

made arrangements for  exp ' loseves through Cap Kidd or  Gene

Thomas or  somebody,  and they would set  o f f  a  b ig  bomb.  And

I ' 11  t e11  you ,  i t ' d  knock  you  ou t  o f  t he  room.

They  d id  tha t  f o r  a  l ong  t ' ime .

Yeah ,  t hey td  se t  o f f  a  b i g  one .

Tha t  made  them qu i t  because ,  ma in ' l y  I  t h ink  because  o f  t he

hosp i  t a l  s  .

Sd  t ha t  wou ld  k i ck  o f f  S t .  Pa t ' s  day .

Okay ,  l e t ' s  t a l k  abou t  when  you  go t  he re ,  Mrs .  S tee le .

We ' |1 ,  as  I  was  te l l i ng  f youJ ,  I  came Uune  l ,  
. | 949  

to  be

the  f i r s t  f u l l - t i r ne  Dean  o f  l , l omen .  M iss  Ca l  dwe l l  had  been

the  pa r t - t ime  Dean  o f  Women and  she  a l so  taugh t  ma th .  Bu t

t he  S tuden t  Un ion  Bu i l d i ng  had  j us t  been  f i n i shed  and  Be l l

Ha l l  was  a  yea r  o r  two  o1de r ,  I  don ' t  r eca l l ,  bu t  nowhe re

nea r  f u l l .  So  pa r t  o f  my  du t i es ,  i n  add i t i on  t o  t ak i ng  ove r

the  Panhe l l en i c  f rom Judson  t , l i l l i ams ,  who  was  the  Dean  o f

men ,  and  he  had  been  hav ing  t o  sponso r  t he  Panhe l l en i c ,  was

to  work  w i th  the  so rc i r i t i es  and  the  do rm i to ry  g i r l s  and  to

t rave l  the  West  Texas  area  l - to  b r ingT g i r ' l s  to  come f i l l

up  Be ' l l  Ha l l .  I t  was  i n te res t i ng  t o  me  and  I  was  aw fu l ' l y  g l ad

the  name had  been  changed ,  because  peop le  as  nea r  as  0dessa

' t6
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and  M id ' l and ,  so  many  o f  t hem though t  t h i s  was  a  j us t  boy ' s

schoo l  and  tha t  any  g i r l  t ha t  wen t  mus t  be  somebody  w i th  a

p i ckax  on  he r  shou lde r  ready  to  go  down  on  the  m ine ,  and

they  were  su rp r i sed  to  l ea rn  tha t  i t  was  a  l i be ra l  a r t s

co1  1  ege .

And  so  I ' d  t rave l  a l l  t he  l i t t l e  t owns  and  wha t  f ew

b ig  towns  the re  a re  i n  Wes t  Texas .  Doro thy  E ' l k i ns ,  w i fe  o f

the  p res iden t ,  and  I  we re  such  good  f r i ends .  She  o f ten  wen t

w i th  me .  I ' d  be  ou t  maybe  th ree  o r  f ou r  days  a t  a  t ime  and

she  wou ld  go  w ' i t h  me  and  s i t  i n  t he  back  o f  t he  room when  I

wou ld  ta l k  t o  the  sen io rs .  She  sa id  she  go t  t o  where  she

knew my  ta l k  so  we l l  t ha t  i f  I  l e f t  ou t  a  l i ne  she  go t  ne rvous

( l aughs ) .  Bu t  she  was  a  dea r  pe rson .  I n  f ac t ,  on  one  o f

those  t r i ps ,  i t  was  a f te r  Thad  and  I  had  me t  and  had  dec ided

to  ge t  mar r i ed ,  and  l ve  were  go ing  to  be  mar r i ed  i n  t he i r

home  and  w ' i t h  a  sma l l  wedd ing ' cause  I  was  a  w idow  and  had

a  l i t t l e  g i r l  who  was  f i ve .  So  we  were  go ing  to  have  a  sma l l

wedd ing  and  then  have  a  b ig  recep t i on ,  because  Thad  had  l i ved

here  so  l ong  and  had  so  many  fn iends ,  and  my  pa ren ts  and  one

of  my brothers came and we had a b ig.  .eyerybody was so happy

ove r  the  who le  th ing  and  we  j l us t  had  a  g rea t  t ime .  Bu t  Doro thy

and  I  add ressed  the  i nv i t a t i Jns  wh i l e  we  were  ou t  on  one  o f
I

these  rec ru i t i ng  t r i ps  (cnuc l les )  fo r  the  g i11s .
I

But  when I  came to the 
lean 

of  Women's  of f ice that  they
I

had  se t  as i de  i n  t he  S tuden t  lUn ' i on  Bu i l d i hg ,  i t  was  one  b i g
I

room.  I  wen t  ove r  t o  D r .  E l k l i ns  and  I  t o ld  h im ,  because  I  had
I
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to  have  a  sec re ta r y ,  I  s i i i d ,  " I  can ' t  counse l  t he  g i r l s  i n

a  room where  the  sec re ta ry  i s  s i t t i ng .  you ,ve  go t  t o  pu t

a  pa r t i t i on  i n  t he re . "  So  my  f j r s t  semes te r  he re  they  pu t

a  pa r t i t i on  i n  t ha t  o f f i ce  so  tha t  I  cou ld  have  p r i va te  counse l

w i t h  t he  g i r 1s .  And  t a l k i ng  abou t  changes ,  one  o f  t he  ma in

changes  tha t  I ' ve  seen  th rough  the  yea rs  i s  t ha t  we  had  ru les

then ,  and  they  don ' t  have  them any  more .  Our  do rm i to ry  had

counc i l s  and  i f  t he  g i r r r . l s  d idn ' t  do  j us t  wha t  t hey  wan ted

they 'd  ge t  campused ,  o r  I  had  the  au tho r i t y  t o  campus  them

i f  t hey  d idn ' t  obey  the  ru les .  And  we  were  s t r i c t  on  the  hou rs

they they came in .

C:  What  were the hours,  do you remember?

l ' ' lSc1  0n  Sa tu rday  n igh ts  we  wou ld  l e t  t hem d tay  ou t  t i l l  I  o t r c lock ,

bu t  t he  underc ' l assmen ,  i t ' s  been  a  l ong  t ime  s ince  I  t hough t

o f  t h i s ,  bu t  we  pu t  a  l i t t l e  book le t ,  you  know ,  w i t h  a l l  ou r

ru les  and  regu la t i ons .  And  i f  you  were  on  the  honorn  ro '11 ,

you  know,  you  go t  spec ia l  p r i v i ' l eges .  you  ge t  ex t ra  l a te

n igh t s  l i ke  t i l l  l l  o ' c l ock  on  weekn igh t s ,  o the rw i se  you  had

to  be  i n  a t  l 0  on  weekn igh t s .  And  I  t h i nk  t he  l i b ra r y  c l osed

a t  l 0  i n  t hose  days .  We had  once  i n  a  r , u l i i l e  f o r  some spec ia l

dance  we 'd  g i ve  an  ex t ra  th i r t y  m inu tes  o r  so .  Bu t  t hey  hac l

to  s ign  i n  and  ou t  o f  t he  do rm i to ry  a l l  t he  t ime ,  you  know,

and  they  had  to  have  s ' i gned  pe rm iss ions  f rom the i r  pa ren ts  to

be  a l l owed  t o  spend  t he  n i gh t  ou t  i n  E l  Paso  w i t h  l a  f r i end  o r

to  go out  o f  town.  The ru les were real ly  very s t r ic t  when you

compare  i t  w i th  now because  they  have  such  comp le te  f reedom now,

t8
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r .

MS :

MS:

and  a l l  o f  t he  pa r t i es  and  dances  had  t o  have  a  pe rm i t  w i t h

the  chaperones  s igned  tha t  t hey  ag reed  to  chaperone .  Chaperone ,

I  guess  t hey ' 11  t ake  t ha t  wo rd  ou t  o f  t he  d i c t i ona ry .  ( Laughs )

Where  were  the  dances?

In  t he  S tuden t  Un ion  Bu i l d i ng  Ba l l r oo rn .

tJere they- formal ?

I ,bst  o f  them were.  They wore

was  one  o f  t he  b iE  t h i ngs  i n

The  g i r l s  cou ld  ask  t he  boys .

l ong  d resses .  The  Coed  Ba l l

t hose  days .

M e .

19

Yes.  And i t  was  a  p rogram dance.  In  Thad 's  day  they  had pro-

g ram dances 'cause  I  th ink  he 's  s t i l l  qo t  some o ]d  p rograms"  bu t

they  had to  have the i r  dances  a t  the  Women 's  C lub  bu i ld ing  and

p laces  l r i ke  tha t .  Bu t  the  S tuden t  Un ion  Bu i l i ng ,  we  ou tg rew j t  so

fas t  because,  you known a l l  the  ve tenans were  coming back  and

the  schoo ' l  g rew so  fas t .  We on ly  had about  2 ,000 s tudents  when

I cameo and i t  and the town of  El  Paso just  mushroomed" I

sa id ,  "They  were  jus t  wa i t ing  fo r  me to  ge t  here  and g ive  i t

a  boos t . "  But  the  soror i t ies  and f ra te rn i t ies  were  rea l  b ig  on

campus then. There were more of  them than there ane now and they

had  the i r  b ig  ba l l s  and  th ings .  La te r  on ,  th i s  was  a f te r  ou r  two

daughters  went  to  schoo l  ou t  there  qnd gnaduated ,  there  were  so

many  o f  t hem and  t hey  used  Mesa  I nn ' s  ba l l r oom a  l o t ,  and  t he

count ry  c lubs .  But  a t  f l r J t  , f , .n  the  Student  Un ion  Bu i ld ing  was

f in ished,  they  were  so  f , {pdy  to  have tha t  ava i lab le  space.  and I

t h ink  they  had  a  dance  a f te

fonmal . There were rnany fr

Were there any dress codesl  maybe not even wrr ' t ten down but just

r  every footbal l  game that was not

rma l  dances ,

unde rs tood ?
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I  suppose  so .  I  don ' t  eve r  reca l l  hav ing  a  p rob ' l em w i th  d ress

tha t  we  d idn ' t  cons ide r  p rope r  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .

What  about  smokinE?

They  d idn ' t  have  any  ru les  aga ins t  smok ing  i n  t hose  days .

There  weren ' t  many  g i r l s  smok ing ,  bu t  i f  t hey  d id  smoke  they

were  a ' l l owed  to  smoke  in  the  S tuden t  Un ion  Bu i l d ing ,  and  I

guess  they  smoked  o the r  p laces ,  t oo .  Bu t  t ha t  d idn ' t  come up

e i t he r .  The  S tuden t  Un ion  bu i l d i ng  was  a lways  f u11  o f  k i ds .

They p layed a lo t  o f  br idge in  those days,  there were a ' lways

b r i dEe  games  Eo ing  on .  I  t h i nk  a1o t  o f  c i asses  cu t  because

they weren ' t  thr .ough wi th  the i r  hr idge game.  But  the boys

tha t  da ted  the  Be l l  Ha l l  g i r l s  had  to  come in  and  p resen t  t hem-

se lves ,  and  we  had  a  spec ia l  d i rec to r  i n  cha rge ,  and  a  facu l t y

member or  somehody l iv ing on each f loor  that  was sor t  o f  the

chaperone  fo r  t ha t  f l oo r .  Bu t  t ha t  has  a l l  changed  comp le te l y .

The re  was  a  facu l t y  member  ac tua l l y  l i v i ng  i n  t he  do rmr  we f€

they  Jus t  i n  cha rge  o f  t ha t  f l oo r?

No ,  i f  t hey  had  some s ing le  peop le ,  Vou  know,  tha t  wasn ' t  a

fam i l y  member ,  and  somet imes  i t  wou ld  be  a  g radua te  s tuden t  o r

somebody  l i ke  tha t  t ha t  ass i s ted  the  soc ia l  d i rec to r .  The

soc ia l  d i rec to r  h lad  an  apa r tmen t  on  the  f i r s t  f l oo r .

Tou  d idn ' t  go  th r l ough  the  pan ty  ra id  dea l  .

Yeah,  thene u{ere some panty ra ids and I  remember we d id send

one g i r l  home.  She was f rom way up in  the midwest  someplace

o r  the  no r th ,  because  she  had  a  f i r s t  f l oo r  room and  we  found

out  that  the boys l  were coming in  the window. She real ly  was
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j us t  a  p ros t i t u te ,  hu t  we  d idn ' t  know i t .  So  I  ca l l ed  he r

parents and to ld  them we v i lere sending her  homen and I  sa id,

" I  r ea l l y  t h ink  the  g i11  needs  some counse ' l ' l i ng .  She  needs

some p ro fess iona l  he lp r "  because  f rom the  repo r t s  we  had ,

there were many d i f ferent  boys that  came in  through that  back

wi nrlow every ni ght .

TS :  And  vuhen  I  was  i n  th i s  j un io r  co l l ege  up  i n  Ok lahoma we  had

two  men 's  do rm i to r i es ,  eas t  and  wes t ,  and  then  they  had  a  b ig

l a rge r ,  g i r l s '  do rm i t o r y .  And  eve ry  once  i n  a  wh i l e ,  why ,

they 'd  dec ided  they  were  go ing  to  have  a  pan ty  ra id .  They 'd

go  ove r  t o  the  g i r l s '  do rm i to ry  and  the  g i r ' l s  wou ld  s tand  up

i r i  t he  w indows  and  / -wave7  someth ing  tan ta l i z i ng .  They 'd  t r y

to  c l imb  up  the  ou ts ide ,  bu t  o f  cou rse  they 'd  d rop  i t  f o r  t hem,

you  know,  and  they 'd  re t r i eve  i t  and  take  o f f ,  you  know.  They

had  ra i ded  t he  g i r l s t  do rm ,

MS:  There ' s  some s to ry  he re  abou t  l , ' l i l son  E lk ins  when  he  was  p res iden t ,

s tand ing  on  the  s teps  on  Be l l  Ha l l  and  no t  l e t t i ng  the  boys  come

in .  He  go t  rumor  tha t  t he re  was  someth ing  go ing .  I ' ve  read  tha t ;

now I  don ' t  r eca l l  i t ,  and  I  don ' t  know when  i t  happened ,  ' cause

they had just  heen here a year  before I  came.  I  don ' t  recal l

t h i s  happen ing  wh i l e  I  was  ou t  t he re ,  bu t  I  r emember  read ing  i t

somep lace .  He  repe ' l l ed  someth ing .

C :  I t  m igh t  have  heen  a  pan t y  r a i d .

MS:  Yeah ,  i t  cou ld  have  been  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .

TS :  0n  the  g reen  l i ne ,  D r .  E l k ins  was  respons ib le  fo r  ge t t i ng  tha t

pa in ted  ou t  one  t ime ,  wasn ' t  he?

2I
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I  don ' t  r emember  tha t .

I  t h ink  you  do .  They  had  pa jn ted  th i s  g reen  l i ne  ac ross

the  a rea  be tween  the  eng inee r ing  and  the  o the rs .  And  Dr .

E l k ins  was  an  ea r l y  r i se r  and  he  go t  ou t  t he re  and  he  saw

tha t  g reen  l i ne  pa in ted ,  and  Dr .  E l k ins  go t  a  work  c rew and

go t  t ha t  f  i ne  pa in ted  ou t  be fo re  the  s tuden ts  a l l  s ta r ted

ar r iv ing  on  the  campus.

M5:  He  d id  the  same th ing  one  morn ing ,  t caus€  he  s t i ' l l  i s  an

ear ' l y  r i sen ,  l ve  v is i t  / -h imJ once in  a  wh i le .  But  i t  was

dur ing  the  foo tba l l  r ^ iva l ry  and I  guess  we were  go ing  to

p' lay New Mexr 'co State,  but  they had put a big A for Aggies,

pa in ted  i t  on  the  s ide  o f  ou r  S tuden t  Un ion  Bu i ld ing ,  and

he saw i t  and go t  the  c rew out  and go t  i t  pa in ted  ou t  be fore

c lasses  s ta r ted  tha t  morn ing .

C:  D id  they  pa in t  an  M on the  mounta in?

Yes .

I t  was  up  he re .

I t  was  up  on  th i s  s ide  o f  t he  moun ta in .  Yourd  have  the  boys

and  g i r1s ,  men  and  women ,  they 'd  ca r ry  the  l ime  up  the re

and  the  wa te r  and  they rd  m ix  i t  and  pa in t  t he  M.  And  i t

was  a  b ig  day .

I  went  up there wi th  them one t ime and they made the f reshnen

do  tha t .

Some of  the o l  d  annual  p ic tures there s f rorv  
:7Tnat i .

The  k i ds  wou ld  be  j us t  cove red  w j t h  t ha t  l ime .

Where was the M located? l i {as i t  down here at  Scenic  Point ,

where  you  can  d r i ve  up  Scen ic  Dr i ve?
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MS:  Yeah .  Yeah ,  i t  was  r i gh t  above  Scen ic  Po in t .

C:  About  where they put  the Chr is tmas star  now?

TS:  The  s ta r  was  h i ghe r ,  I  be l i eve ,  t han  t he  M ,  a  l i t t l e

ove r  t o  the  po in t ,  because  they 'd  a lways  go  ou t  t he re

when  they 'd  done  i t .  And  they  wou ld  go  to  Scen ic  Dr i ve

and then meander  up that  t , tayr  and then they 'd go back th is

way back to  the west  so you coul  d  see the M,  t iecause on the

po ' i n t ,  we l l  you  wou ldn i t  be  ab le  t o  see  a l l  o f  t he  M .

C:  l , le11 ,  was that  par t  o f  St .  Patr l 'ckrs  Day?

TS:  No .  No ,  t ha t  was  j us t  whay  they  ca11ed  M Day .

C: l , las that in the fal I  ?

TS :  Yes ,  usua l  1y  i n  t he  f a i  I  .

I v lS :  Usua l l y  r i gh t  a t  t he  beg inn r ing  o f  schoo l  .

TS :  Tha t ' s  r i gh t ,  and  usua l l y  you  wou ld  en l i s t  t he  f r eshmen  to  do

a l ' l  t he  ha rd  work .  They  had  a  l o t  o f  ove rsee rs .  (Laugh te r )

C :  And  t hey  we re  s t i l l  do i ng  i t  t he  ea r l y  f i f t i e s?

lr, lS : 0h, yes.

C:  I  wonder  why they s topped?

[ ' lS :  [ . l e11 ,  t he re  was  a  d r i ve  i n  E l  Paso ,  some peop ' l e  t hough t  t he

let ters  on the mounta in were detract ing f rom the beauty of

the  moun ta ins  ' cause  a l l  l - t he  7  h ' i gh  schoo l  s  had  a  I  e t t e r

and  the  M.  So  they  dec ided ,  I  don r t  remember  wha t  yea r  t h i s

happened ,  t o  move  the  M ove r  on  the  campus ,  you  know,  where  i t

i s  now and  make  a  penmanen t  i ns ta l l a t i on .  They  pu t  some conc re te

o r  some th ing  up  t he re .  And  I  t h i nk  t hey  s t i l l  pa i n t  i t ,  r epa in t

i t ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  as  b i g  a  dea l  as  i t  used  t o  be ]

23
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T5 :  We l l ,  i n  my  day ,  on  Homecoming ,  why ,  t hey 'd  l i gh t

a t  n iEh t .  They 'd  go  yp  the re  w i th  some k ind  o f  an

24

t he  M

o i l

f i  re ,f i ' r e  and  they  wou ld  ou t l i ne  the  M w i th

and  t hey ' d  keep  i t  bu rn i ng  a l l  n i gh t .

l ' !S r  l f e ' l l ,  t hey  do  tha t  occas iona ' l 1y  w i th  th i s  M .  I , ve  seen  i t

l i gh ted  f o r  spec ia l  games .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  i t  was  t h i s  yea r

for  Homecoming.

C: How lone urere you Dean of l , lomen?

MS:  l de11 ,  I  r ea l l y  wasn ' t  Dean  o f  women  ve ry  l ong  because  Thad

and  I  dec ided  t o  ge t  ma r r i ed  and  D r .  E l k i ns  sa id ,  "We11 , , ,

he  sa id ,  " I 'm  no t  go ing  t o  f i nd  a  subs t i t u t e  f o r  you .  you , l I

have to  f i 'nd you own replacement ,  and you have to  work t i l l

you f ind your  rep ' lacement . "  We were marr ied in  Apr i ' l  o f

] 950  and  I  wen t  t o  the  Na t iona l  Dean ' s  conven t ion  i n  A i l an t i c

Cf ty  that  year- -Eot  home f ive days before our  wedding day--

and  I  f ound  a  g i r l  who  cou ldn ' t  come fo r  a  yea r ,  she  was

a l ready  commi t ted .  So  I  wo rked  on  ano the r  yea r ,  and  then

S iEn i  (? )  Swanson  came and  she  worked  a  yea r  and  go t  mar r i ed .

so  they  asked  me  i f  I  wou ld  come back  and  run  the  o f f i ce  aga in

wh i l e  they  l ooked  fo r  ano the r  one .

S 'o ,  I  d id ,  hu t  I  t o ld  /Them7 I  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  r . n  t he  sumner t ime ,

I  cou ld  j us t  do  i t  du r i ng  t he  regu la r  sess ion ,  , cause  T ina  was

in  schoo l  and  then  Thad  and  I  we re  wan t ing  to  have  some more

ch i l d ren ,  so  we  had  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  and  a  l i t t l e  boy  a f t e r  t ha t .

so one t ime when I  was doing i t  par t - t ime and i t  was t ime for  me

to feed Dorothy Ann,  they ca l led me and said there was a woman
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who  wan ted  to  app ly  fo r  t he  j ob  as  soc ia l  d i rec to r  o f  Be l l

Ha l l .  I  wen t  ove r  and  Eave  my  baby  the  bo t t l e  wh i l e  I

r tn terv iewed her . .  ( laughs)  Sat  a t  my desk wi th  her .

But  then we got  Bet ty  Cosby,  and Bet ty  worked a year

and  dec ided  she 'd  go  work  on  he r  Ph .D . ,  and  they  go t  me  to

come back and be Dean of  Women unt i l  she came back.  [^ le l ] ,

she  go t  he r  Ph .D . ,  bu t  she  dec ided ,  go t  a  be t te r  o f fe r ,  wen t

someplace e lse.  So then we got  Margaret  Jameson and Margaret

Jameson  worked  abou t  two  o r  t h ree  yea rs .  Then  Dr .  E l k ins  wen t

to the Uniyers i ty  o f  Mary land and then they had a Dean of

Women who had been up there for years and years and years and

was ready to  ret i re ,  so he inv i ted Margaret  Jameson to come

up there as Dean of  h fomen.

S 'o  I 'wen t  [ ack  aEa in  and  t h i s  t ime  we  had  ou r  ch i l d ren .

I  sa id ,  " I  canno t  do  i t  i n  t he  summer , "  and  my  f r i end ,  Lou ise

Res ley  Wi ' gE ins ,  Lou ise  was  my  f i r s t  f r i end  ou ts ide  the  E lk inses

in  E l  Paso ,  So  she  and  I  have  a lways  been  ve ry  c1ose ,  and  I

had  a lways  t o j d  he r  t ha t ,  "You  ough t  t o  go  i n to  Dean ' s  wo rk , "

because  she  had  a  na tu ra l  t echn ique  fo r  counse l l i ng  s tuden ts

and  s tuden ts  were  d rawn  to  he r ,  and  she  d id  a  l o t  o f  counse l l i ng

jus t  because  s tuden ts  were  d rawn  to  he r .  And  I  sa id ,  "You

ough t  t o  t r y  i t . ' '  I  sa i d ,  " I ' l l  t ake  t he  j ob  f o r  t he  l ong

sess ion r "  she  was  teach ing  ma th ,  " i f  you  w i l l  do  i t  i n  t he  summer .

And then we'd see i f  they found somebody in  the meant ime or

wha t  wou ld  happen  in  the  fa l l .  So  she  ag reed  to  do  f t  and

found out  th .at  sh.e d id l ike i t .  And they of fered her  the job

?5
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on a  permanent  has is  and

and made a very good Dean

the  work .

26

i  t  unt i ' l  s  he ret i  red

she real ly  en joyed

C:  I  have  an  appo in tmen t  t o  ta l k  t o  he r .

t ' lS:  0 f  course her  s tory  wi '11 be in terest inE because she was widowed

when  he r  son  was  two  yea rs  o ' l d ,  and  she ' s  qu i te  a  ga1 .

C :  You  were  ve ry  good  f r i ends  w i th  Dr .  and  Mrs .  E l k ins .  t ^ l hy  d id

they  ca l l  h im  Bu l l ?

TS :  l i l e l l ,  he  was  sho r t  and  s tocky  and  tough ,  and  so  they  sa id  he

ran  1 i ' ke  a  l i t t l e  bu l ' l  o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t ,  and  so  I  t h i nk

tha t ' s  wha t  happened .

MS: 7 | fnat  wasj  down at  the Univers i ty  because he was a four

spo r t s  l e t t e rman  eve ry  yea r ,  and  he  was  a  b r i l l i an t  man

scho las t i ca l l y  and  won  a  scho la r sh ip  t o  0x fo rd .  He  and  V i v i an

las t  yea r  wen t  hack  to  0x fo rd  fo r  a  reun ion  o f  t he  o ld  t imers

and  they  s tayed  i n  the  qua r te rs  and  d id  a l l  t ha t ,  and  they  sa id

i t  was  Jus t  a  de l i gh t f u l  t r i p .

Bu t  f rom my  s tandpo in t  o f  wo rk ing  under  h im ,  he  i s  t he  bes t

adm in i s t r a to r  t ha t  I  have  eve r  seen ,  and  he ' s  a  l i s t ene r .  You 'd

go  i n  and  te l l  h im  some p rob lem you  had  and  so  you  pause  and

expec t  h im  to  say  someth ing  and  he  doesn ' t  say  any th ing ,  so  you

keep  t a ' l k i nE .  And  f i na l l y  you  end  up  t a l k i ng  ou t  you r  p rob lem

and  f i nd ing  a  so lu t i on  when  he ' s  j us t  s i t t i ng  t he re  and  mak ing

you  do  i t ,  hecause  you  can ' t  j u s t  l e t  i t  s i t  t he re  i n  s i l ence .

But  he de ' legates author i ty ,  and when I  worked for  h im at  San

AnEe' lo  we were a smal ler  facu ' l ty ,  and our  facu ' l ty  meet ings were

she
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work ing  facu l t y  mee t ings .  [ ^ Ie  s tud ied  the  l a tes t  p roposa ls

and  how to  make  examina t i ons  and  how to  g i ve  them,  and  they

were  wo rk i ng  f acu l t y  mee t i ngs .  Bu t  ove r  he re  I  don ' t  t h i nk

they ' ve  eve r  done  i t  t ha t  way  because  i t r s  t oo  ha rd  i n  a

b ig  g roup .  And  s tuden t  demons t ra t i ons  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t

neve r  i n t ' im ida ted  h im .  He  was  tough  enough  and  s t rong  enough

to  s tand  up  to  them.  I  don ' t  t h ink  anybody  eve r  i n t im ida ted

W r ' l  son ,  do you ?

Noo  I  don ' t .  He  was  t ough  enough .  i t r s  l i ke  when  he  f i r s t

wen t  up  to  Mary iand  p r l ' o r  t o  h i s  reg ime  the re ,  why ,  d th le t i cs

had  been  the  ma in  th ing  thd t  t he  p res iden t  o f  t he  Un ive rs i t y

was  fo r ;  and  when  t i l i l son  go t  t he re  he  was  an  o ld . . . he  be l r l eved

in  t he  a th l e t i c s  bu t  he  be l i ved  i n  t he  academic  s i deo  and  he

had  to  make  the  change  l - f ronJ  eve ry th ing  be ing  a th le t i cs ,  t o

be ing  academic  a l so .  And  he  wasn ' t  aga ins t  a th l e t i c s - - i t  had

i  t s  p l  ace .

No  one  ha tes  to  l ose  a  game any  worse  than  Wi l son  does ,  bu t  he

though t  t he  ta i l  was  wagg ing  the  dog  up  the re ,  and  he  made

some enemies .  Bu t  he  was  a lways  fo r  t he  a th le t i c  p rog ram he re

and  o f  cou rse  th ings  were  j us t  rea ' l 1y  s ta r t i ng  on  the  upg rade

when  he  came.  Bu t  sa la r i es  were  l ow  in  those  days .  The re  wasn ' t

t he  money  ava ' i l ab le  and  we  los t  j us t  abou t  eve ry th ing  they  go t .

And  when  they  l oosened  the  pu rse  s t r i ngs  down  the re  i t  r ea l l y

he lped  the  s i t ua t i on  ou t  he re .  Bu t  we  a ' lways  fe l t  t ha t  we  were

a  s tepch i l d  i n  t he  sys tem.

We ' l ' l  ,  i n  r ega rd  t o  a th l e t i c s  and  t he  scho las t i c  s i de  o f  i t ,  why ,
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Tape

MS:

the f i rst  two years I  was here we had a dean, Dean Puckett

and Dean Ki  dd. One vuas the Dean of  a l ' l  the others,  and

Cap K idd  was Dean o f  EnEineer ing .  Then we go t  a  p res ident ,

John G.  Bar ry .  And I ' l l  never  fo rge t  tha t  dur ing  the  foo t -

ba l l  p rac t ice ,  Jou  know,  p re-game,  why Pnes ident  Bar ry  dec ided

tha t  he  was Eo inE to  g ive  the  a th ' le tes  an  I .Q.  tes t .  And so

we had a very dominant man on the Board of  Regents that  year

that was a lawyer,  and he was in El  Paso. He was a regent,

representat ive of  the Board of  Regents r  so he passed the word

tha t  go  ahead and take  the  tes t  bu t  make i t  as  absurd  as  you

want to.  He saysr "He wants you to make the test ,  so go ahead.

They can ' t  make you do  any th ing  tha t  they  don ' t  make a l l  the

res t  o f  the  peop ' le  o f  the  s tudent  body  do . "  So when we 'd  pass

out  the  I .Q.  tes t ,  why ,  you 'd  / -be  asked a  cer ta in  ques t ion  and

you'd answer] :  "So what?" And that would be the answerr lou

know'.  Everything was r id iculous: so we heard no more about the

f .Q.  tes t  fo r  the  a th le tes .  (Laughter )

Has anyone ment ioned to you about Frances Steven? She is cer-

ta in ly  a  par t  o f  the  h is to ry  o f  the  co l lege because she was the

secre tary  fo r  Dr .  Bar ry  who was the  f i rs t  p res ident .  She 's

dead now,  bu t  she  was the  execut ive  secre tary ,  I  th ink  they

f ina l l y  gave  her  the  t i t l e .

#2

/.  SheJ knew everything that had gone on in the past and she

was rea l l y  an  inva ' luab le  a id  to  the  pres idents  because o f  her

know' ledEe. And she grew up hbre in El  Paso and her husband had,
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and  they  were  a  ve ry  p rominen t  f am i ' l y  a t  one  t ime ,  and  she

had  en t ree  i n to  a  l o t  o f  peop ' l e  and  she  cou ld  d i r ec t  t he

p res iden t  /  t o  7  the  ones  tha t  t hey  shou ld  know in  a  hu r ry

and  tha t  so r t  o f  t h ing .  She  was  qu ' i t e ,  she  was  a  gen tee l

l ady  and  she  was  rea l l y  j us t  as  much  a  pa r t  o f  t he  Un i ve rs i t y

as  anybody  has  been ,  because  he r  t enu re  was  fo r  so  l ong

unde r  eve ry  p res iden t .

P robab ly  p rov i  ded  some con t ' i nu i t y .

Yes ,  she  d id .  She  was  a  wonder fu l  pe rson .  F rances '  b i r t hday

was  Decemben  23 ,  Doro thy  E lk ins  and  LoL i i se  Res ley  Wigg ins  bo th

had  December  25 th  b i r t hdays ,  and  m ine  was  January  the  l s t ,  so

we  were  a l l  f ou r  Capr i co rns .  ! , l e  ca l l ed  ou rse l ves  The  Goa t  Knees ,

because  fo t J  t he  p i c tu re  o f  t he  Capr i co rn  goa t  w i th  h i s  knees .

So  Doro thy  E lk ins  l abe led  us  The  Goa t  Knees ,  and  we  wen t  t o

lunch  toge the r  eve ry  Wednesday  down  a t  Hac ienda  mos t  o f  t he

t ime ,  no t  a l l  t he  t jme ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  whe re  I  l ea rned  t o  ea t  good

Mex ican  Food .  Bu t  t he  fou r  o f  us  wen t  t o  l unch  eve ry  Wednesday

fo r  yea rs  and  yea rs  and  yea rs .  A f te r  I  had  qu i t  I  s t i l l  j o i ned

them fo r  l unch .  Bu t  t he re  i sn ' t  anyone  l e f t  t o  t a l k  abou t .

F rances  was ' impo r tan t  i n  t he  Un i ve rs i t y ,  because  she  had  no

ch i l d ren .  They  rea red  two  n jeces  o f  he rs ,  and  one  o f  t hem l ' i ves

jn  F t .  Wor th  and  the  o the r  i n  Hous ton .  Bu t  she  was  rea ' l 1y  an

impor tan t  pa r t .

l , l e11 ,  where  were  the  favo r i t e  n igh t  spo ts  when  you  were  a  s tuden t?

Favo r i t e  n i gh t  spo t s .  0 f  cou rse  we  cou ld  go  t o  Jua rez ,  and  we

d id .  And  t hen  t he re  was ,  I ' ve  f o rgo t t en  t he  name  o f  i t ,  bu t
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the re  was  a  favo r i t e  ea t i ng  p lace  a f te r  you 'd  re tu rn  fnom

Jua rez .  They  had  I  t h i nk  i t  was  9  o ' c l ock  o r  10  o ' c l ock

cu r few  on  f t he  b r i dgeJ ,  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  I  know

i t  cou ldn ' t  be  l a te r .  t han  m idn igh t ,  I  know  tha t .

To  ge t  back  ac ross?

Get  back  ac ross .  Bu t  t hen  we  wou ld  mee t  t he re .  One  o f  t hem

was  a  Ch inese  ea t i ng  p lace  tha t  was  ve ry  popu la r .  I ' ye

forgot ten the name of  i t ,  but  i t  had smal l  rooms and you

cou ld  pu l l  t he  cu r ta in .  / - I t  hadT  t f re  boo th  bu t  you  cou ld

pu ' l1  the  cunta in .  ! ' l e ' |1 ,  one o f  Lhe favor t te  t r i cks  was i f  the

cur ta in  was pu11ed,  we l l  o  you a lways  pu l led  the  cur ta in  to

see  what  was  go ing  on .  (Laugh te r )

And you 'd  d r ive  over  there?  l , tou ld  you take  your  car?

l ' le  d idnr t  have cars  in  those days .  There  was on ly  four  cars

in  the  a th le t i c  dormt ' to ryo  four .  peop le  w i th  cars  most  o f  the

t i rne  tha t  I  was  go inE to  schoo l  there .  No,  they  had,  there

were  tour ing  cars  in  those days ,  and you cou ld  ge t  s l ' x ,  seven,

e igh t  lTn  them7,  s i t t ing  on  the  back  o f  the  seats  and t 'n

the  seats .  t i {e  were  remin isc ing  no t  long  ago about  i t ,  tha t

they rd  say ,  "W.e l1 ,  today  i s  the  day  wer re  go tng  to  Juarez . "

And they 'd  have / -whatJ  they 'd  ca l l  a  n ick le  beer .  So

we be longed  to  the  n ick le  beer  g roup ,  and  fo r  a  n ick ' l e  beer

you  cou ld  ge t  a . . . they  ca l led  i t  a  n ick le  beer  and  a  f ree

lunch ,  so  yourd  ge t  a  hard  bo i led  egg ,  we ! l l  say r  e r  you 'd

ge t  a  taco  o r  yourd  ge t  a  bowl  o f  ch i l l  o r  yourd  ge t  someth ing

e1se,  I rve  fo rgo t ten  what  e lse .  But  anyhow' ,  yeu 'd  go  to  four
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ba rs  and  fo r  20  cen ts  you  wou id  have  a ' l l  o f  t h i s ,  see?

[chuck les )

And four  beers.

i le  be longed to the n ick le  beer  group,  and they 'd come through

the  do rm o r  / -ou ts tae /  and  ho l l e r  ou t ,  "Today  i s  n i c l< le  bee r

day ! "  And  6oy  werd  l oad  up  tha t  ca r  and  we 'd  a l l  go  to  Jua rez

Tha t  was  usua l l y  on  Sa t ruday  a t  noon .  Bu t  i t  was  someth ing

in those days.

MS:  D idnr t  you  a l1  used to  go  to  the  beer  garden in  Juarez?

TS:  0h ,  we had baseha l l  games or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  and we went

to the beer garden. They had open beer gardens in Juarez--

The Green Lantern and Irve forgotten the name of them. But

they had outside b.eer par lors in Juarez and you could form

your own party,  go to Juarez and buy a keg of  beer and si t

a round in  the  shade o f  a  bu i ld ing  or  sorae th ing ,  o r  take  i t

down to The Rocks down on the r iver,  and have your beer bust

down there,  and have to return the keg.

C: Where were The Rocks?

TS: The Rocks? Roughiy they were below the Hacienda going around

the curve down there of f  to the r ight .  You probably have

no t i ced  th is  l i t t l e  h igh  bu i ld ing ,  the  h igh  po in t  tha t  was

se t t ing  up  there  so  long  on  the  Mex ico  s ide ,  i t ' s  a  sma l l

bu i ld ing ,  jus t  a  I i t t l e  square  bu i ld ing .  h le l l ,  i t  was  abou t

even with that ,  And what happened was that the r iver came

and made a curve and used to gr ind up rocks or washed out and

the rocks would be exposed on a hfgh r ise.  Why, we removed the
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loose gravel  and d i r t  so they had some b ig rocks.  That

was  wha t  we  ca l l ed  The  Rocks ,

And  tha t  was  a  favo r i t e  p i cn i c  spo t?

Very.  You could dr ive across and be in  Mexico and be at

The  Rocks  i n  Mex ico .

You'd dr ive across downtown and then turn r ight  and go back

a round  l i ke  tha t?

YEs ,  t ha t ' s  r i gh t .  Jus t  one  b r i< lge  i n  t hose  days ,  you  know.

Where d id you go to  campus dances,  school  dances?

h le l I ,  in te res t inE enough,  I  used to  p romote  dances .  J .B .

Andrews was my very good fr iend and he conceived the idea

that we ought to promote these ctances. so tve went in partner-

sh ip  on  i t  and we wou ld  p romote  dances .  And they 'd  be  a t

the  h lomen 's  C lub  or  maybe a t  one o f  the  ho te ls ,o r  maybe a t

the  To l tec  C lub ,wh ich  used  to  be  the  E ' l k ' s  C ]ub  and  a l l  o f

tha t .  Bu t  i t  was  usua l l y  a t  the  Womenrs  C lub .  And  L i l l i an

Jackson had an orchestra,  and she had a sponsor that  was sort

o f  her  boy f r iend,  and th is  fe l low was we l l - to -do  and he  was

always promot ing her band to play at  some place. So &he_Z

L i l l i an  Jackson Band wou ld  a lways  p lay  and we were  he lped ou t

a1ot  o f  t imes.  t l l e 'd  make more  money somet imes o f f  o f  the

se l l ing  the  so f t  d r inks  whan we 'd  make o f f  o f  the  pay ing  the

entry fee to get in.

So,  maybe you 'd  cont rac t  fo r  the  use  o f  the  h lomen 's  C lub ,

maybe $gO aot la rsn  and then you 'd  have an  orches t ra  and i t

wou ld  cos t  $60 or  so ,  so  you have an  ou t lay  there  o f  a round
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$ '100  do ' l l a r s ,  and  then  you tve  go t  abou t  60  peop le  who  show

up  and  pay  adm iss ion ,  why , you r re  i n  t r oub le .  (Chuck les )

And  wh .a t  I 'm  say i ' ng  i s  t ha t  t h i s  f e l1ow wou ld  say ,  " t ^ l e l1 ,

y ' a11  d i dn ' t  make  any  moneyn  so  we r l l  cu t  t h i s  f ee  down , "

and so for th .  And then when we'd have a good crowd and

mak ing  money ,  why ,  t hen  he 'd  ge t  i t  back  f rom us .  (Chuck lee )

But  we promoted dances.

MS: Te ' l ' l  her  a6out  the Hard Luck Dance or  Tacky Par ty  Dance,  or

u lhatever  i t  was.

TS:  0h, they a ' lways had the Hard Luck Dance,  and then there was

another  one,  t ry inE to th ink what  /Jhey ca1led i t7 .  They

had  a  dance  where  the  g i r l s  cou ld  i nv i t e  peop le .  Bu t  anyhow,

the  one  tha t  Max ine  i s  t a l k ing  abou t  was  the  Hard  Luck  Dance .

Wha t  I  d i d ,  I ' l l  e xp la i n  i t  t o  you .  I  had  on  a  pa i r  o f  b l ue

jeans ,  so  I  pu t  t he  b lue  j eans  on  and  wrapped  them a round  and

I  pu t  s t r i ' ngs  a round  them so  they 'd  be  f i t t i ng  t i gh t ,  and  I

used  a  sh i r t  and  a  swea t  sh i r t .  Then  I  had  a  b ig  pa i r  o f

' long john underwear ,  had the t rap door  on the backr  lou know.

And so when the dance was going on real  f ine,  everybody was

ou t  on  the  Cance  f l oo r r  why ,  I  had  gone  in  and  I  had  a  ha t  on

and  i  had  a  l ong  ove rcoa t  pu l1ed  up ,  so  I  j us t  wa lked  i n  and

shot  my hat  o f f  and took the coat  o f f  over  there.  I  s tepped

ou t  on  the  f l oo r  and  tagged  a  g i r1 .  And  I ' . l 1  t e l l  you ,  when

they saw me in  my underwear ,  why,  the dance stopped.  Everyone

Just  backed of f  and they le f t  the two of  us out  on the f loor .

(Laughs )  I n  those  days ,  i t  was  a  rea l  f un  th ing .  And  then
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f i 'nalIy wh.oever the fcfraperone wasJ ,  somebody that to l  d us

" 'Thad,  I '  th ink your  joke has gone far  enough.  You'd bet ter

ge t  decen t r "  o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .  So  I  sa i d ,  "We11 ,

t ha t ' s  no  t oub le . " '  So  I  j us t  s t a r t ed  und ress ing  (Laughs ) ,

so  I ' pee led  i t  o f f  r i ' gh t  t he re  i n  f ron t  o f  t h *mr  3 lou  know.

So we had fun in  those days.

h le11 ,  he re ' s  someth ing  tha t ' s  i n te res t i ng  fo r  you .

Somet imes there was a lways a f ight  a f ter  a  dance.  Why,  I

don ' t  knov ' r ,  bu t  t he re  wou ' l d  be  a  f i gh t .  And  they 'd  announce

th.at  there 's  Eor 'ng to  be a f ight .  And I  recal l  one t ime af ter

the dance had hrokeh up,  in  back of  the Kidd F ie ld  there where

the  t rack  s tad i ' um i s  now,  we l l ,  i n  t hose  days  tha t  was  j us t

some up  the ra  and  th i s  was  a l l  w ide  open .  So

the cars came in  and they parked on a semi-c i rc le  arc iund th is

way  so  tha t  t he  l i gh ts  wou ld  a t t  /  s f r i ne  i n l ,  and  they  l e f t

t he  l i gh ts  on  and  th i s  c rowd  ga the red  fo r  t he  f i gh t .  So  I

was up in  the dormi tory  at  the t ime,  and th is  very good f r iend

o f  m ine ,  J .E .  Andrews ,  he  was  rea ' l 1y  my  c loses t  buddy ,  he  came

th rough  the  do rm i to ry  and  he  sa id ,  "The re ' s  a  f i gh t  on  the  f i e ld ,

a  f i gh t  on  th .e  f i e ld ! "  So ,  we  a l l  r an  down  the re .

And  J .8 . ,  he  was  a  take  cha rge  guy .  So  we  had  ou r  good

foo tba l l  p laye r ,  a  ve ry  popu la r  onen  and  he  had  had  th i s  f i gh t

w i th  a  fe l l ow  named  Jack  Rogers .  And  th i s  Jack  Rogers  was  a

so r t  o f  a  pug  h imseJ f ,  a  wha le  o f  a  good  boxe r .  So  J .B .  d i dn ' t

know  th i s ,  s y  good  f r i end  J .B .  d i dn ' t  know  th i s .  He  sa id ,  "Who

h i t  DoEg ie? "  Dogg ie  Bu rns .  "Who  h i t  Dogg ie? "  J .B .  was  shov ing
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peop le ,  " I ' d  l i ke  to  know urho  h i t  Dogg ie . "  So  they  po in ted

to  Jack  Rogers ,  They  pushed Jack  Rogers  ou t  there ,  and

J .R.  looked  a t  h im and  he  says ,  "Go ge t  h im,  Dogg ie ! "  And

Doggie got Seaten up aga' in.  (Laughter)

l i lhat were some pranks that you remember?

Wel l ,  we used to  have what  we 'd  ca l l  the .  .oh ,  the  group o f

eng ineers ,  they  were  ingen ious .  They  had the  Pun i ty  Squad.

I  don ' t  know i f  you 've  ever  heard  tha t  word  or  no t ,  the  Pur i ty

Squad.  And ou t  where  a l ' l  those bu i td ings  are  nowr there  was

o ld  Erave l  p i ts  ou t  there  where  peop le  had processed grave l .

You cou ld  d r ive  the  car  in  there  and then maybe you 'd  excavate

here and there'd be a c l i f f  up here where you cou' ld see a car

dr ive  in  there ,  bu t  maybe you cou ldn ' t  see  bu t  jus t  par t  o f

the  top  o f  the  car .  So they 'd  ho l le r  fo r  the  Pur i ty  Squad.

l ^ Ie l l ,  the  Pur i ty  Squad wou ld  go  ou t  and they 'd  scout  the  area

you know, they'd get al l  the way around. And the whole deal

was tha t  you ld  ge t  up  rea l  c lose  and they  you 'd  have a  cow

be l l  o r  two and theyrd  howl ,  hoop and ho l le r  and everybody 'd

jump up and ra lse  Ca in .

t^|el 1 , di dn ' t you have f ' l  as hl i ghts ?

We11,  i f  i t  was  a  n igh t  dea l .  So  i f  you  sa t ^ t  a  ca r  i n  t he re

n igh t ,  why  you 'd  ho11e r  f o r  t he  Pu r i t y  Squad  and  t hey ' d  a l l

ou t  w i th  the  f l ash l i gh ts  and  then  tu rn  the  f l ash l i gh ts  on .

(Laughter )

D id  the  Pur i t y  Squad  eve r  ca tch  you?

I .  . f .  . I .  . ( . t augh te r )  No ,  I  t h i nk  I  was  a lways  a  pa r t
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of  the Pur i ty  Squad.  (LauEhter)  Then they used to have the

g reased  f l agpo ' l e .  You  know,  you 'd  pu t  someth ing  up  a t  t he

top  and  then  the  one  tha t  cou ld  c l imb  i t  and  ge t  up  and  re -

t r i 'eve that  for  the pr ize for  that .  And that  was a b ig event ,

was to  c l imb.  that  greased f lagpole.  I  don ' t  remember some

o f  t he  o the rs .  C razy .

C :  I  hea rd  abou t  bags  fu l l  o f  wa te r  be ing  d ropped .

TS :  Yes ,  I ' ve  been  the  rec ip ien t  o f  t ha t .

C :  Where  was  tha t ,  wha t  bu i l d ing?

TS:  t l l e ' l l ,  i t  was  usua l l y  t he  boys '  do rm i to ry  because  the  d in ing

ha1l  was dourn below and i t  was open for  the other  pepple to

come in ,  t oo ,  du r ing  the  noon  hou r  and  the  even ing ,  no t  f o r

b reak fas t .  And  so  upon  tha t  second  o r  t h i rd  f l oo r ,  t hey

had  to  come on  l i ke  th i s  and  then  / Jh "y ' !  /  en te r  he re  and

they 'd  wa lk  down  th i s  way ,  and  then  they 'd  go  i n  t he  doo r

he re .  l , t l e l l ,  he re  cou ld  l oad  a  bag  and  d rop  i t  and  run .

They  d tdn ' t  usua l l y  t h row i t  a t  t hem,  they  usua ' l l y  j us t  d ropped

i t .  And  one  o f  t he  th ings  was ,  we  wou ld  have  an  empty  bo t t l e ,

and  somebody  wou ld  wa lk  by  and  then  they 'd  d rop  i t  r i gh t  beh ind

them,  see ,  and  l e t  j us t  smash  1 i [ e  heck ,  and  j us t  sca re  the

devr* l  out  o f  you.  (Laughter)

Ano the r  p rank  was .  .  .we  d id  some o f  t he  meanes t  p ranks .

h le  had  a  fe l l ow  the re  tha t  we  a l l  l i ked ,  and  somebody  to ld  h im

tha t  h i s  f ee t  sme l l ed .  And  wha t  t hey  d id ,  t hey  took  some L im-

bu rEer  cheese  and  they  smeared  i t  r i gh t  up  i n  t h i s  pa r t  o f  h i s

shoes  r i gh t  he re ,  see ,  on  bo th  fee t .  And  then  we  had  a  l i t t l e
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throw rug in  h. is  dormi tory  room so they l i f ted up the throw

rug and they ruhbed th is  L imburger  cheese over  that  and then

pu t  t he  ruE  Eack  ove r  i t .  And  then  he  d idn ' t  have  a  ca r ,

but  another  fe l ' low had a car  and we put  some on the exhaust

p ipe  o f  t ha t  ca r .  And  so  th r ' s  f e l l ow  was  Hawkshaw P ie rce .

h le ca l led h im Hawl tshaw because he was an ath lete and he

worked for  the Pol ice Depar tment .  Hawkshaw the Detect fve,

do  you  reca l l  t ha t  o ld  comic  s t r i p?  t , ' l e ' l I ,  h i s  n i ckname was

Hawkshaw. So everybody was comp' la in ing about  h is  feet

sme11 inE .  And  he  u rou ld  wash  them,  he  wou ld  douse  them w i th

ta l cum powder ,  he  wou ld  do  a l l  o f  t ha t .  And  th i s  guy  tha t

had  the  ca r ,  he  to ld  h im ,  " I  don ' t  wan t  you  r i d ing  i n  my  ca r

an3more . "  Says ,  "You  sme l l ed  up  my  ca r ! "  (Laugh te r )

Did you a l l  have t ime to s tudy? ( .Laughter)

Good quest ion.  f laughter)  I  te l l  you,  I  came f rom th is

iun i ' o r  co l l ege  i n  Ok lahoma and  I  was  a  pampered  a th le te  the ren

I  rea l l y  was ,  I  knew a l l  t he  facu l t y  and  p layed  spo r t s  and

everyth ing.  They 1et  me get  by wi th  murder .  And the fact  is

I  wo rked  on  the  co l l ege  annua l  up  the re  and  I  wo rked  on  i t  he re ,

so  the  p ro fesso r  o f  Chemis t r y  t o ld  me  he  wou ld  g i ve  me  a  c red i t

i n  Chemis t r y  i f  I  wou ld  devo te  tha t  hou r  t o  work ing  on  the  annua l

So  I  t hough t  t ha t  was  a  a  g rea t  i dea  fo r  me .  So ,  t hen  when  I

t ransferred my credi ts  over  here to  the Co' l ' lege of  Mines and i t

sho led  tha t  I  had  tha t  c red i t  i n  Chemr i s t r y  and  I  d idn ' t  know one

th ing  abou t  t ha t  Chemis t r y  t ha t  I  had  taken .  So  tha t  was  one  o f

the b lov ls  of  that .
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MS: I  remember you ta lk ing about  Dr .  Quinn when you were in

h i  s  c ' l ass  .

TS : l , r | e l l ,  I  was  i n  h i s  c lass  and  i t  was  a course.

I  don' t  know whether you know what

No,  I  don ' t ,

h le l l ,  you  have  to  i den t i f y  rocks  and  a l l  o f  t ha t ,  bu t  t hey

tuou ld  make  a  s l i de  and  th rough  the  s l i de  you 'd  have  to  i den -

t i f y  a ' l l  t he  m ine ra l s  t ha t  was  i n  a l l  t ha t .  We l I ,  i t  was  a

tough  cou rse ,  and  I  was  tak ing  i t  bu t  I  was  ba re ' l y  ge t t i ng

by  i n  i t .  So  j us t  a t  Ch r i s tmas t ime  I  caugh t  t he  ch i cken  pox .

So I  came back home f rom Chr is tmas vacat ion wi th  ch icken pox

and  they  qua ran t i ned  me  in  my  room.  I  was  l i v i ng  i n  a  room

doumtown at  th"at  t ime in  a rooming house there.  And so I  had

the ch icken pox so I  couldn ' t  take my exans so they postponed

the  exqms ,  a l l  o f  t hem,  and  then  I  was  to  make  i t  up ,  you  know,

a t  my  l e i su re ,  du r ing  tha t  nex t  t e rm.  We l l ,  i t  came to  Dr .

Qu inn ' s  c lass  and  I  was  go ing  to  take  th i s  make-up  tes t  and  he

to l d  me  t he re  wasn ' t  any  use  i n  me  t ak i ng  i t ,  t ha t  I  wou ldn ' t

pass .  And  I  sa i d ,  "We l I ,  I  need  t ha t  c red i t . "  And  he  sa id ,

"We l l ,  no  use  fo r  me  to  g i ve  you  a  tes t  because  you ' re  go ing

to  f l unk  i t . "

So ,  I  wen t  t o  D r .  Speedy  Ne ]son  a t  t ha t  t ime  and  I  t o ld

Speedy my problem. He said,  "Wel  l  ,  I  ' l  I  te ' l ' l  you what  I  ' l  I

do .  I ' l l  he l p  you  pass  t ha t  cou rse . "  So ,  he  wen t  t o  t he

reco rds  and  he  go t  I  t h ink  the  l as t  s i x  exams  tha t  had  been

g iven  i n  tha t  cou rse  by  tha t  same p ro fesso r ,  D r .  Qu inn ,  and  he
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to ld  me  i f  I  t uou ' l d  s tudy  those  s f x  qu i zes  tha t  he  though t

I  cou ld  pass  the  cou rse .  And  by  go l l y  I  s tud ied  on  i t  f o r

abou t  s r ' x  weeks .  He  to ' l d  me ,  he  sa id ,  "Now,  I  wan t  i t

t ho rough ,  I  wan t  you  to  wr i t e  ou t  you r  answers .  I  don ' t

wan t  t o  see  them,  bu t  I  wan t  you  th ink  abou t  i t  and  wr i t e

i t  out  and f ind out  the answers.  "  So he gave me the advan-

tage of  that .  Then when I  to ' ld  Dr .  Quinn I  wanted to  take

the  tes t ,  why ,  he  re luc tan t ' l y  t o ld  me  tha t  he  wou ld  schedu le

i t  f o r  me ,  and  he  d id .  So  I 'm  su re  he  i us t  wen t  t h rough  one

o f  t hese  tes ts  and  pu l l ed  ou t  t he  tes t  papers  and  says ,  "Here ' s

your  test . "  And I  sat  there and I  know that  I  must  have made

a 90 or  above on the test ,  and he to ld  me that  I  got  a  D-- '

D  be ing  pass ing ,  and  I  had  a  D - - .  So  I  t o l d  h im ,  I  wen t  t o

h im and  I  t o ld  h im ,  I  wan ted  to  rev iew  tha t  w i th  h im .  He

sa id ,  " h l e l l ,  wha t  abou t  i t ? "  I  sa i d ,  "D r .  Qu inn ,  I  t hough t

I  had prepared mJlse l f  rea l  wel l  for  th is  test ,  and i f  I  pre-

pa red  myse l f  f on  i t  t he  way  I  t h ink  I  d id ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  have

you go over  that  paper  once more."  And he b lushed and he

s topped  r i gh t  t he re ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t  vo lun tee r  t ha t  he  wou ld  do

i t  i n  my  p resence ,  and  he  d idn ' t .  Bu t  I  go t  i t  changed  to  a

D.  (Laughter)  He erased the two double minuses.  And the

answer  to  tha t  was  tha t  t hey  sa id ,  "We l l ,  on  the  reco rd  i t ' l ]

be  a  D  anyhow.  The  m inuses  won ' t  show. "  So  he  changed  i t  t o

a  D .  (Laughs  )

He ' s  the  one  tha t  t hey  pu t  t he  a l l i ga to r  i n  h i s  o f f i ce .

Yes .
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C:  And  tha t  was  the  f i f t i es ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  t ^ l e re  you  work ing  he re

then ?

MS: I  can ' t  remember la t rether j  that  was one of  the t ime when

I  was work inE on the campus or  not ,  but  I  remember i t  very

we l ' l  ,  when  they  pu t  t he  a l l i ga to r  i n  D r .  Qu inn ,s  o f f i ce .

TS :  0h ,  yeah .  No ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  you  we re  wo rk i ng .

c :  Speedy  Ne lson  had  a  books to re  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  he  ran

tha t  i n  O ld  Ma in?

TS:  Yes ,  he  ran  the  books to re  and  h i s  w i fe  a l so  he lped  h im  in

the re .  And  i t  was  a  mcney  mak ing  th ing  i n  t hose  days .  I t

was just  a  cubby hole down there where they 'd s tock a l l  o f

t h i s  and  then  he  ran  the  books to re .  I  t e l l  you  one  o the r

th ing about  that  Speedy Nelson.  ln le  were going on_a geology

t r ip  and Speedy Nelson and Ber te Haigh were head of  the

geo logy  t r i p ,  and  i t  was  down  in  the  f ron t  o f  t he  moun ta ins

down  the re  abou t ,  oh ,  maybe  90  o r  
. | 00  

m i les  eas t  o f  he re

up in  the mount ians.  so we had four  wonk crews.  There would

be four  people to  a group and there were 16 of  us in  the group.

So what  we d id was we p lot ted,  we surveyed everyth ing-- the

leve l s ,  t he  g rades ,  go t  samp les  o f  rocks ,  f oss i l s  and  eve ry -

th ing .  h le  c lass i f i ed  eve ry th ing .  We were  the re  s i x  weeks

or  two months.

But  the s tory  I  want  to  te l l  you was that  the f i rs t  n ight

that  we were th .ere,  why,  they had severa l  b ig  tents  there,  and

we  had  ou r  co ts .  Bu t  be ing  i n  t he  summer t ime  you  cou ld  s leep

ins ide  o r  ou ts ide .  Bu t  we  had  the  b ig  ten t  w i th  these  l i t i l e
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pump up  l a te rns  tha t  g low .  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  the  name o f  i t .

But  anyhow, the f i rs t  n iEht  we were there,  we got  in  a

poke r  game,  and  I  won  I  t h ink  abou t  $25  o r  $26  do l l a rs ,

and I  must  have had a to ta l  o f  maybe $5 or  $6 dol lars

befone I '  Eot  there.  So I  gave Speedy Nelson $20 dol lars

the  nex t  morn ing .  I  gave  i t  t o  h im  and  I  sa id ,  "Now,  I

wan t  you  to  keep  th i s  un t i l  t he  camp i s  ove r ,  and  I ' l l  ge t

i t  back  i n  E l  Paso . "  Abou t  t h ree  n fgh ts  l a te r  we  were  i n

a poker game and I went broke, and I went to Speedy for some

money .  And  Speedy  sa id ,  "No . "  He  says ,  " I  keep  my  p romise . "

F [e  sa id ,  "Ycu  asked  me  i f  I  wou ld  keep  th i s  f o r  you  un t i l

you  go t  back  t o  E l  Paso .  So  I 'm  keep ing  my  p rom ise ,  I  w f l l

E i ve  i t  t o  you  i n  E l  Paso . "  I  d i dn ' t  ge t  my  $20  do l l a r s

( l augh te r )  un t i l  I  go t  back  home.  Bu t  I  t hough t  t ha t  was

a good lesson he was t ry ing to  teach me.  He was qui te  a guy.

How did the Depress ion ef fect  the school  and El  Paso? Was

i t  pret ty  hard out  there?

tde l l ,  I  t h ink  I  a l ready  men t ioned  tha t  I  had  changed  my

ma jo r  qua l i f y i nE  Ln"J  to  teach .  I t  was  tough ,  no  ques t i on

abou t  i t .  The re  used  to  be  a  l i t t l e  p lace  he re  i n  t own  tha t

du r i ng  t ha t  pe r i od ,  and  how  tha t  f e l l ow  d id  i t  I  don ' t  know ,

bu t  he  so ld  l i ke  a  25  cen t  b reak fas t  o r  someth ing ,  a l l  you

cou ld  ea t  f o r  25  cen ts .  And  i t  was  a  to i l gh  Depress ion  he re ,

and  banks  Eo inE  under ,  a  l o t  o f  t hem,  you  know.  Bu t  I  was

' l i v i ng  
i n  h i gh  co t t on .

t p
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MS:  The  f i r s t  yea r  you  were  he re  you  were  mak ing  $50  do ' l l a r s .

TS :  0h ,  t he  f i r s t  yea r  I  was  he re ,  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  sp r ing

sess ion ,  I  wen t  t o  Ca l i f o rn ia  on  a  vaca t i on .  I  wen t  ou t  t o

v is i t  my Brother  and s is ters  out  there.  Yeah,  I  had saved

enough  t o  go  and  t ake  a  vaca t i on  ( l aughs ) ,  a t  .  50  do l l a r s

a  mon th .

MS: Wel l ,  everybody was in  the same boat  and th ings were so

cheap  then .

TS :  h le l l ,  my  f i r s t  Job  coach ing  was  coach ing  down  a t  Ys le ta ,

ass i s tan t  coach  down  the re ,  and  my  sa la ry  was  $125  do l ' l a r s

a  mon th ,  and  i t  was  one  o f  t he  bes t  j obs  tha t  t he  g radua t ing

sen io rs  Eo t  t ha t  yea r .  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  And  the re  was  a  fe l l ow

that  had a drugstore there and he was the banker .  You could

go  to  h im  and  l eave  money  w i th  h im  and  he 'd  en te r  i t  on  the

books ,  And  t he  schoo l t eache rs ,  I  was  coach ing  t he re ,  I  t h i nk

p rac t i ca l l y  a ' l l  o f  t he  facu l t y  banked  w i th  h im .  They 'd  go

the r€  and  j us t  E i ve  the  money  and  he 'd  take  i t  t o  t own  and

o f  cou rse  he 'd  i nves t  i t  f o r  i n te res t .  Bu t  when  you  wan ted

money ,  a l l  you  had  to  do  was  go  to  h im  and  say ,  " I  wan t  $15

do l l a r s , "  he ' d  go  t o  t he  reco rd  and  he 'd  deduc t  $15  do l l a r s

o f f  o f  i t .  And  i f  you  added  to  i t ,  wh .y ,  i t ' d  go  up ;  i f  you

w i t hd rew  i t ,  i t ' d  go  down .

Wasn ' t  t h i s  du r ing  the  Depress ion  when  you  wou ld  bo r row  money

from Ruth Hooker?

0h ,  yeah .  Yeah ,  t ha t ' s  a  s to r y  a l so .  h l e l 1 ,  t ha t ' s  when  we

were coaching,  lF . "7 anO Mike Brumbelow,  and we would borrow f rom
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one  o f  t hese  h igh  i n te res t  peop le ,  La_ /  l oan  company ,and

usua l l y  you  cou ld  on l y  ge t  i t  f o r  30  days .  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .

They  wou ld  cha rge  you  l i ken  I  guess ,  a round  10  pe rcen t  i n ' -

t e res t  f o r  30  days .  I t  was  h igh .

So  wJ ia t  we  wou ld  do  i s ,  I ' d  go  bo r row ,  oh ,  say  i t ' s

$50  do l l a r s ,  and  I  wou ld  g i ve  i t  t o  t h i s  guy  and  I ' d  s i gn  a

note for  i t ,  He would take that  and he would pay of f  h is

no te ,  see ,  and  then  hesd  ge t  i t  r enewed  aga in  fo r  a  l i t t l e

more .  The  nex t  t ime  i t ' d  be  $60  do l l a rs ,  you  know.  So  we

cou ld  a luuays  keep  i t  mov ing .  And  I  wou ld  wr i t e  m ine ,  I  was

bank ing  w i t h  a  bank  i n  Den i son ,  Texas ,  so  I  wou ld  w r i t e  a

check  and  cash  i t  and  ge t  money ,and  by  the  t ime  i t ' d  go  to

Den i s ' on  and  c l ea r ,  we l1 ,  I  wou ld  have  ma i l ed  a  depos i t  s l i p

i n  t o  t hem,  see .  Eu t  i t  wou ld  usua l l y  t ake  i t ,  oh ,  t h ree

to f i 've days to get down therer J/ou know. So, then the next

t ime  [ ' d  bo r row  maybe  $60  do l ]a rs .  We  were  ca t t i ng ,  t ha t ' s

the  name o f  t he  game,  ca t t i ng ;  and  f i na l l y  I  t h ink  Ru th  to ld

us  t ha t '  "We l l ,  t r  t h i nk  you  f e l l ows  have  gone  l ong  enough . "

I t  was  rea l  good  bus iness  fo r  he r  and  the re  was  abou t  f ou r  o f

us  do ing  i t "  She  sa id ,  "You  be t te r  s ta r t  reduc ing  i t . "  To re

up  ou r  p1an .  The  Depress ion  was  tough .

What  year  were you 0uts tanding Ex?

'1968 .  
I t  was  a  h i gh l i gh t .

I t  came a t  a  n i ce  t ime  because  ou r  ch i l d ren  were  ab le  to  pa r t i -

c i pa te .  And  ou r  son ,  Tad ,  i n  ' 68  was  12  yea rs  o ld ,  and  when  we

got  to  the banquet  that  n ight  they were seated at  a  reserved tab le,
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and Th.ad and I  were l :  in f ront j .  And our son looked around

and he Eot up and went up /-and saidi ,  "Dad, are you prepared

for th is?" (_Laughter)  He was rea' l ' ly  impressed. And Thad

is  sent imenta l  about  schoo l  and a t  the  banquet  tha t  n igh t

he  go t  sen t imenta l  a t  the  end o f  i t ,  and  jus t  spontaneous ly

back  in  the  back  some o f  them s tar ted  s ing ing  the  schoo l  song,

and there were more tears,

TS:  We1 l ,  I  ' ' 11  te11  you  how tha t  happened .  Th is  fe l l ow,  Doc

Stewar t ,  the  f i rs t  year  I  was  a t  the  o ld  Co l lege o f  Mines ,

i t  was  the  las t  game o f  the  season and he  was re t i r ing  f rom

coach inEn and so  he  wanted  us  to  be  dead ly  ser fous  on  the

day  o f  a  ha l l  game.  He  d idn ' t  wan t  us  ta l k ing ,  and  no  lev i t y

or anything. So we Eot in cars and went up to El  Paso Country

C1u6,  and we a ' |1  Jus t  go t  ou t  and wa lked around,  you know"

No one  say ing  any th ing ,  rea l l y ,  j us t  wa lk ing  and  go ing  a round .

And then we went in and they had some blankets or something,

we a l l  had  a  b lanket  I  th ink  in  those days ,  so  we went  in  and

we were  ly ing  on  the  ba l l room f loor  a l l  a round in  there .  And

i t  was about t ime to get up and go get dressed for the bal l

game. ln le ' l l ,  we dressed out there,  and this Doc Stewart  came

throuEh the bal l room and everybody was 
' ly ing 

therer you know,

ius t  wa i t ingo  a t ten t ion  ready  to  go  ge t  in  the  ba l ' l  game.  And

Doc Stewart  came through there and there was a baby grand piano

there:  df ld he hi t  two or three keys, and everybody came to l i fe,

you know; but we stayed where we were. He hit two or three more

keys. And surely he had arranged the piano where he could get

A A' t +
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the  mos t  bene f i t  ou t  o f  i t .  He  h i t  t hese  keys  l i ke  th i s

and he sat  down and he sor t  o f  ran the keys l ike that ,  and

no t  a  one  o f  us  knew he  cou ld  p lay  a  no te .  And  he  mo t ioned

/ - f o r  us  Z to  come  up ,  and  he  sa id ,  "Fe l l ows , "  he  sa id ,  t h i s

f s  my  las t  game, rn '  and  he  says ,  .  . I  ge t  sen t imen ta l . ( l aughs )

MS:  Eve ry  t ime  he  th inks  abou t  t ha t .

TS :  He  sa id ,  " I  wou ld  l i ke  to  p lay  'The  Eyes  o f  Texas '  and  have

you  s ing  i t  w i th  me . "  And  o f  cou rse  the re  wasn ' t  a  d ry  eye

in  the  c rowr l , ' l i ke  now.  (Laugh te r )  So ,  I  t o ld  tha t  s to ry

n .

MS:

TS :

and of  course I  cr ied

Everybody started cry ing al l  over again.

And then they  s ta r ted  s ing ing  i t .

We11,  then they  a i1  s tood and sang "The 5ys5 o f  Texas . "  Mary

Guinn was there,  you know she was an honored 0utstanding Ex

one year .  But  she  came up and she sa id ,  "You know,  I  wou ldn ' t

g ive  two cents  fo r  a  fe l low tha t  wasn ' t  sen t imenta l  somet imes. "

(Laughter l  So anyhowo that 's the story of  that .  And we won

the  ha l l  game,  inc iden ta l l y .

I ' l l  be t !

A f te r  tha t  insp i ' ra t ion .

Yeah, we won the bal l  game.

We11,  I 'm  Eo inE to  ge t  ou t  o f  he re .  I , Je 've  ta l ked  p len ty .

h fe 've  used up  a  lo t  o f  your  t ime and tapes .

0h ,  i t ' s  been  a  p leasure .

Hope you can use par t  o f  i t .

Sure  can,

MS:

Ts :

TS :

Ts :

C :
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