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BILL  RODRIGUEZ
by Oscar  J .  lv lar t inez and lv lar io  Galdos

lhy 24, L979

M: F i r s t ,  Ch ie f  Rodr fguez ,  cou ' l d  you  te11  us  where  and  when  you  were  bo rn ,

p'l eas e ?

Okay ,  I  was  bo rn  i n  E l  Paso ,  Texas ,  i n  November  8 ,  1936 .

D id  you  g row up  he re?

Yes .

Where d id you go to  school  ?

I  went  to  Lamar Scfrool ,  g t  Paso High,  E1 Paso Tech.

Is  Lamar School  in  South El  Paso?

No,  Lamar  Schoo l  was  a t  1600  Eas t  Yande l l  a t  t ha t  t ime .  I t ' s  a  vacan t  l o t

now.

Wha t  d id  you r  f a the r  do  fo r  a  1  i v i ng?

My father  was r ln  the produce business.

Loca l  l y?

Loca  1  1  y .

What  do you remember about  your  e lementary school  days? What  inc idents s tand

ou t  i n  you r  m ind ,  wha t  t eachers  s tand  ou t  i n  you r  m ind?

Wel l  you know, I  went  to  Lamar School  and I  fe l t  that  I  had some very good

teachers  a t  Lamar  Schoo l .  I ' l l  r e la te  some o f  t he  teachers  to  you  tha t  s tand

ou t  j n  my  m ind .  I  had  a  Mrs .  W indmer ,  and  she  taugh t  Eng l i sh  a t  Lamar  Schoo l

and  she  gave  me  a  ve ry  good  founda t ion  fo r  Eng l i sh ,  I  f ee l ,  i n  my  l a te r  l i f e .

0 f  cou rse  a t  t he  t ime  I  d idn ' t  r ea l i ze  i t .  I  a l so  had  a  l 4a th  teacher  the re ,

Mrs .  t , . l i l l  i ams ,  and  she  s tands  ou t  i n  my  m ind  because  I ' l a th  was  a lways  k ind  o f

my subject ,  and I  learned a lo t  f rom her ,  I  fee l  ,  as far  as.  I i la th  goes.  One other

teacher  that  s tood out  in  my mind was a Mrs.  Donovan,  and she taught  l l ' lo r ld

H is to ry .  And  she  was  ve ry  up  to  da te  on  he r  h i s to ry  and  she  kep t  us  p lugg ing

away  and ' l ea rn ing  qu i te  a  few  th ings  i n  h i s to ry ,  wo r ld  h r i s to ry .  And  to  th i s



RODRI GUE Z

wou ldn ' t  a l l ow  t he  k i ds  t o  t a l k  Span j sh  on  t he  schoo l  g rounds .

Okay ,  I ' l l  a sk  you .  Wha t  i s  t he  reason  f o r  no t  speak ing  Span i sh?

What  is  the reason for  that? We11,  my father  is  Mexr lcan and my mother  was

Ang ' l o .  She  was  bo rn  i n  De t ro i t ,  my  fa the r  was  bo rn  i n  M ichoacdn"  M6x ico .  And

we  spoke  Eng f  i sh  i n  t he  househo ld .  And  o f  a l l  my  fam i l y ,  on ' l y  my  o ]de r  s i s -

te r  l ea rned  Span ish  a f te r  she  mar r i ed "  and  now she  speaks  i t  ve ry  f l uen t l y ;

and my brother  who went  to  Mdxico for  two years and then came back,  and he could

speak  i t  f l uen t l y .  Bu t  t he  res t  o f  us  don ' t  do  so  we l l  i n  Span ish ,  ve ry

I  im i t ed .

h lha t  abou t  t he  ne ighborhood  where  you  l  i ved t  l ^ l qs  tha t  e thn i ca l l y  m ixed?

I t  was  a  m jxed  ne ighbo rhood .  I t  was  a  sem i . . . i t  wasn r t  a  r ^ i ch  ne ighbo rhood ,

' i t  was  k ind  o f  a  poo r  ne ighborhood .  I  d idn ' t  f ee l  I  was  poo r ,  bu t  I  knew I '

2.

da te  I 'm  app rec ia t i ve  i n  t ha t  a rea ,  t oo ,

tn las  i t  an  e thn i ca l  l y  m ixed  schoo l  ?

Yes -  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  Osca r ,  we  p robab l y  d i dn ' t  r ea ' l l !  t h i nk  o f  each  o the r  as

maybe  Mex ican  Amer i can  and  Ang1o .  I  had  many  f r i en fs  tha t  were  Ang lo  and

Mex ican  A , rne r i can  as  I  was  g row ing  up ,  and  we  jus t  d idn ' t  make  th i s  d i f f e rence

a t  t ha t  t ' ime  fo r  some reason .  I  j us t  neve r  made  i t .

Do  you  reca l l  any  e thn i ca l l y  re ' l a ted  i nc iden ts  o r  expe r iences  tha t  you  you r -

se l f  m igh t ' ve  gone  th rough  o r  t ha t  you  m igh t ' ve  obse rved  du r ing  you r  e lemen ta ry

schoo l  days?

In  the  e lemen ta ry  schoo l  days?  No ,  I  don ' t .  The  on l y  th ing  I  used  to  reca l l

i n  e lemen ta ry  schoo l  i s  t ha t  you  cou ldn ' t  speak  Span ish  on  the  schoo l  g rounds .

Bu t  I  do  no t  speak  Span i sh ,  so  I  don ' t  know ,  I  j u s t  k i nd  o f  d i dn ' t  pay  t oo  much

a t ten t ' i on  to  tha t .  I  don ' t  know i f  you  a re  aware  tha t  I  d id  no t  speak  Span ish ,

bu t  I  don ' t .  And  I ' l l  g i ve  you  a  reason  f o r  t ha t  i n  a  m ' i nu te  i f  you  ask  me .

Bu t  t ha t ' s  abou t  t he  on l y  th ing  tha t  I  no t i ced  tha t  was  k ind  o f  d t ' f f e ren t ,  t hey

M:

R :

M:

R :
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w a s n r t  r i c h ,  c e r t a i n l y .  B u t  i t  w a s  a  m i x e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

F r o m  L a m a r  S c h o o l ,  w h e n e  d i d  y o u  g o ?

I  w e n t  t o  E l  P a s o  H i g h .

To  E l  Paso  H igh .  And  wha t  expe r iences  s tand  ou t  i n  you r  m ind  f rom E l  Paso  H igh?

We ' | 1 ,  you  know ,  when  I  wen t  t o  E l  Paso  H igh ,  I  be l i eve  i t  was  i n  ' 52  o r ' 51 ,

I  don ' t  remember the year ,  but  E l  Paso High was mixed when I  went  there.  And

I  don ' t  know,  we  had  some. , .now I  d id  no t i ce  some d i f f e rences .  l , ' l e  used  to  have

some k ' ids that  came f rom Vi las and Smel ter town,  and i t  seems to me that  they

d id  no t  have  the  educa t i ona l  backg round  tha t  I  had  go t ten .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  we  had

a  guy  tha t  came f rom Sme l te r town  tha t  cou ldn ' t  say  the  ABCs .  And  th i s  s t ruck ,

you know. I  knew someth ing was wrong there,  because here I  knew that  the lu lex ican

Amer i can  tha t  had  gone  to  Lamar ,  
l nd  

we  had  super  teachers ,  I  f ee1 ,  and  had

lea rned .  And  ye t  t h i s  guy  was ,  i t  l ooked  to  me  l i ke  he  was  i us t  passed  because

o f  h i s  s i ze .  And  he  rea l ' l y ,  I  don ' t  know  wha t  k i nd  o f  i ns t r uc t i on  he  go t

and  where  he  go t  i t ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t  ge t  ve ry  much .  And  I  d id  no t i ce  tha t ,  t ha t

d id s tand out .  I  knew that  the k ids that  came f rom Morehead and Lamar and

Mes i ta  seemed  to  be  the  bes t ,  t he  mos t  we l l  ach ieved  a t  h igh  schoo l .  The  k ids

tha t  came f rom V i l as  and  maybe  Sme l te r town  and  those  a reas  d idn ' t  do  qu i te  as

we l l .

Dr 'd  you have any sense of  why there was that  d i f fer"ence? Did you th ink about

i t  much?

I  d ' i dn ' t ,  I  d i dn ' t  r ea l l y  t h ' i nk  abou t  i t  t ha t  much ,  I  knew  tha t  Sme l t e r t own

was  a  rough  p lace  to  go  to ,  because  we  used  to  d r i ve  up  the re  on  ou r  b i kes

and  we  used  to  hass le ,  you  know,  the  k ids  wou ld  chase  us  and  we 'd  have  to

f i gh t  ' em once  i n  a  wh i l e .  And  I  knew tha t  t hey  were  a  l i l t t l e  b i t  more

aggress i ve  than  we  were r  t ha t ' s  t he  way  I ' saw i t .  I  was  no t  t ha t  agEress t " ve

a l t hough  I  d i dn ' t  back  o f f  f r om th i ngs .  Bu t  you  know"  I  g rew  up  i n  a

?

M :

R :

M :

R :
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ne ighborhood  where  you  had  to  f i gh t ,  t oo ,  bu t  i t  seemed  l i ke  the  f i gh ts

that  we had were f r iendly  f ights  wi th  each other  and they were not  the knock-

down  t ype  tha t  we  m igh t  ge t  i nvo l ved  w i th  up  a t  Sme l tp r town .  And  I  f i gu red

that  the peop' le  f rom Smel ter town were pret ty  rough and maybe the teachers were

rough .  And  I  don ' t  know,  I  j us t  d idn ' t  pu t  two  and  two  toge the r  I  guess .

Wha t  abou t  i n  schoo l  i t se l f ?  D id  you  have  any  sense  o f  t he  d i f f e rences

between the Anglo s tudents and the Mexican Amer ican students?

We11 ,  I  d id  fo r  t he  poo r  ones ,  t he  poo r  Mex ican  Amer i cans  seemed  no t  t o  m ing le .

The  m idd le  c l ass ,  o f  wh i ch  I  cons ide r  myse l f  a  m idd le  c l ass . . . okay ,  I  wan t  you

to  unders tand .  Whe the r  I  was  o r  no t ,  I  don ' t  know.  I t  seemed  l i ke  the  m idd le

c l ass  Mex i can  Amer i can  j us t  s i f t ed  r i gh t  i n ,  bu f  t he  k i d  l i ke  I 'm  t a l k i ng  abou t

tha t  came f rom Sme l  t e r town  was  ou t  smok ing ,  d id  no t  pa r t t i c i pa te  i n  g roups ,  d id

no t  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  c lass rooms ,  was  fa i l i ng  a ' l l  t he  t ime ,  was  hav ing  more  o f

a  p rob ' l em.  And  i t  l ooked  to  me  k ind  o f  l i ke  h i s  p rob lem was  the re  be fo re  he  even

go t  t he re ,  I  don ' t  know.  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  sensed .  The  m idd le  c lass  o r  t he  g roup

tha t  I  f e l t  I  came f rom seemed  to  s i f t  r i gh t  i n ,  I  don ' t  know why .  I  had  a

good  backg round  and  I  d i dn ' t  have  a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime  t a ' l k i ng  o r  s t udy ing  o r  do ing

the  work ,  and  maybe  th i s  was  the  reason .  I f  I  had  had  a  d i f f i cu l t y  t he re  I  may

have  pu l l ed  o f f  t o  t he  s i de .  I  don ' t  know ,  I  can ' t  answer  t ha t .

D id  the  Ang lo  s tuden ts  ho ld  mos t  o f  t he  l eadersh ip  pos i t i ons?  Were  they  the

ach ieve rs  more  than  the  Mex ican  Amer i cans?

I  th ink they were probably  more the achr levers only  because there was more of

' em when  I  wen t  t o  E l  Paso  H igh .  You  see ,  I  wen t  w i th  a  mfx tu re  o f  Sy r ian - -

the re ' s  qu i te  a  few  Sy r ians  tha t  wen t  t o  E l  Paso  H igh - -and  Mex ican  Amer i cans  and

Ang los .  And  the  Ang lo  peop ' l e  d id  ho ld  some pos i t i ons  r ' t  seemed  l i ke  more "  bu t

some o f  t he  l t l ex i can  Amer i cans  he ld  some pos i t i ons .  I  l ook  back  and ,  l  i ke  I

sdy ,  t he  m idd le  c l ass  guy  was  i n  t he re ,  i t  seemed , ' l i ke  j us t  I i ke  eve rybody  e l se .

4.

M:
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I  d idn ' t  no t i ce  the  d i f f e rence  a t  t ha t  s tage  i n  the  game.  And  I  don r t  know,

maybe  i t  was  because  I  was  a t 'E l  Paso  H igh .  I  do  know tha t  I  t r i ed  to  go

to  Aus t i n  and  t hey  wou ldn ' t  l e t  me  t r ans fe r .  I  l i ved  ou t  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t .

I  r ea l  i ze  tha t ,  bu t  I  unde rs tand  tha t  Aus t i n  was  a  
' l ' i t t ] e  

b i t  more  e thn i c

o r ien ted  than  E l  Paso  H igh ,  and  tha t  may  have  been  the  reason .  I  can ' t  say

fo r  su re .

Bu t  you  d id  t r y?

I  d i d  t r y ,  yeah .  i  don ' t  know  why  I  d i d ,  bu t  I  d i d .

l ^ l e11 ,  t ha t ' s  i n t e res t i ng .  Aus t i n  i s  a  ve ry  i n t e res t i ng  case ,  Aus t i n  H igh

Schoo l .

0sca r ,  l e t  me  go  back  i n  h i s to ry  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  You  have  to  unders tand  tha t  my

makeup  i s  p robab ly  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e ren t  t han  the  o the r  Mex jcan  Amer i cans .  My

grandmothe r  was  Ang lo  and  she  was  ve ry  s t rong .  And  she  took  me  r i gh t  under

the  w ing  when  I  was  a  k id .  And  she  used  to  take  me  in  res tau ran ts .  And  I 'm

da rk ,  I  l ook  l 4ex i can  and  I  can ' t  speak  Span i sh ,  bu t  she  had  b l ue  eyes  and

ve ry  l i gh t  comp lec ted  and  l ooked  a l l  Ang1o .  And  she  used  to  take  me  eve rywhere

w i t h  he r ,  she  wou ldn ' t  l e t  me  ou t  o f  he r  s i gh t ,  she  bab ied  me .  And  she  used

to  take  me  in to  res tau ran ts  and  te l l  me  to  wa ]k  up  w i th  my  head  up  i n  the  a i r ,

t ha t  I  was  as  good  as  anybody  i n  tha t  res tau ran t ,  and  don ' t  eve r  f o rge t  i t .

And  I  g rew up  w i th  a  backg round ,  maybe  I  d idn ' t  g row up  w i th  a  backg round  o f

be ing  / - subse rv ien t i .  I  don ' t  say ,  "Yes ,  s i r , "  t o  Ang los  becuase  they ' re

Ang los .  I  d i dn ' t  g row  up  w i t h  t ha t  backg round ,  a  1o t  o f  Mex i can  Amer i can  d i d .

My  dad  says ,  "Yes ,  s i r r "  t o  an  Ang1o ,  and  I  don ' t  know why  to  th i s  day - - to  a

younge r  Ang1o ,  and  I  don ' t  do  t ha t .  I  say ,  "Yes "  s i r , "  t o  an  o l de r  man ,  I

don ' t  ca re  wha t  he  j s .  Bu t  you  see ,  I  see  some o f  t he  o the r  Mex ican  Amer i cans

tha t  g rew up  i n  the  schoo ls  do  the  same th ing ,  t ha t  d idn ' t  have  the  backg round

and  educa t i on  to  do  i t .

5.

M .
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M:  l a l e l l ,  I  t h i nk  t ha t ' s  why  you r  pe rspec t i ve  i s  so  un ique  and  so  i n te res t i ng .

And  g row inq  up  i n  bo th  commun i t i esn  i n  bo th  g roups"  r ' s  why  you r  i ns r ' gh ts

wou ld  be  espec ia l l y  s i gn i f i can t .

The re ' s  ano the r  t h ing  tha t ' s  ve ry  impor fan t  he re ,  t oo ,  i n  my  makeup .  My

mothe r  and  fa the r  used  to  take  us  to  thb  mov ies  a l l  t he  t ime .  l 4ov ies  cos t

n ine cents in  those days.  t , . le  had no te f  ev is ion.  l ' le  used to  go the Plaza

Thea te r ,  t he  L  and  A ,  and  see  eve ry  mov l i e  under  the  sun .  t ^ l e ' d  go  i n to  one

movie and go to  another  movie.  My dad inade fa i r ly  good money but  he drank a

lo t .  And  I 'm  no t  a f ra id  to  admi t  t ha t ,  bu t  he  d r ' d  d r i nk  a  1o t ,  bu t  he  was

good  to  the  fam i ' l y .  And  we  use id  to  see  a l l  t hese  mov ies .  And  I  was  a lways

t r y ing  to  emu la te  peop le  tha t  were  g rea t .  I  used  to  see  A lexander  the  Grea t

and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t ,  and  I ' d  read  the r ' r  books  and  s tu f f .  I  a ' lways  wan ted  to  be

somebody outs ide of  the crowd, I  guess.  Somehwere back there I  wanted to  be

somebody that  was not  just  a  number.

Where d ' id  you get  that  des i re to  do that?

I  t h ink  my  dad ,  my  mo the r ,  my  g randmothe r "  t he  th ree  0 f rem,  and  my  g rand fa the r

be fo re  he  d ied  pu t  i t  i n  me .  Someway ,  I  don ' t  know how"  they  pu t  i t  t he re "

They  d i dn ' t  come  ou t  and  say  i t ,  you  know ,  t h i s  and  t h i s  and  t h i s .  I  t h i nk

that 's  where i t  came f rom, my parents and f rom my grandparents.

Were  you  consc ious  tha t  you  had  a  m ixed  backg round?

Yes ,  I  was .  Bu t  I ' l l  be  t ru th fu l  w i th  youo  i t  seems  tha t  when  the  re la t i ves

would come f rom l4ex ico that  my mother  acted a l i t t le  d i f ferent ly  somet imes,

and  when  he r  re la t i ves  wou ld  come i t  wou ld  be  ano the r  d i f f e rence .  I  don ' t

know,  maybe  she  was  a loo f  t o  t he  l ' l ex i can  re la t i ves ,  r ' f  I  cou ld  say  tha t .  And

I  don ' t  wan t  t o  be  un fa i r  t o  my  mo the r  ' cause  she  was  a  ve ry  good  mo the r ,  bu t

I  d i d  de tec t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  t ha t  g row ing  up .  D id  i t  bo the r  me?  No .

Did i t  make any d i f ference in  the way you re la ted to  Mexican Amer i .cans or

6 .

p .
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Ang los  among  you r  pee rs?

R:  I  t h ' i nk  i t  made  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e rence  because  I  seemed  to  assoc ia te  w i th  the

Ang lo  g i r l s  more  when  I  was  g ro r l f ng  up  fo r  some reason ,  and  I  don ' t  know

why .  I ' , t aybe  I  was  embar rassed  tha t  i  couJdnr t  t a l k  Span ish ,and  i f  I  wen t  ou t

w i th  a  Span ish  g ' i 11  they  wou ld  ta l  k  Span ish  and  I  r , r ou ld  be  embar rassed .  And

to  avo id  t ha t  I  k i nd  o f  l eaned  t owa rds  t he  Ang lo  g i r 1 .  Th i s  d i d  happen .

M:  I t  happens  today ,  t oo ,  t o  a  l o t  o f  k i ds .

R :  Yes ,  I  know  i t  does .

M:  Wha t  abou t  you r  mo the r?  Can  you  te11  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  he r  backg round?

R:  0h ,  my  mo the r  was  a  g rea t  woman .  She  was  fan tas t i ca l l y  smar t ,  smar t ,  smar t

woman .  She  cou ld  w r i t e ,  she  cou ld  r ead ,  she  cou ld  p l ay  t he  p ' i ano ,  she  cou ld

d i scuss ,  she  had  a  fan tas t i c  m ind .  I  see  he r  as  a  fan tas t i c  m ind .  She  was

a  l i t t l e  l oose ,  she  d idn ' t  know how to  con t ro l  money .  l t l y  dad  i s  a  rock  o f

G ib ra l t a r ,  he ' s  t he  s tab le  guy .  He ' s  t he  guy  t ha t ' s  a lways  t he re .  My  mo the r

ge t ' s  exc i t ed  o r  go t  exc i t ed ,  bu t  she  was  f an tas t i ca l l y  t ' n t e l f i gen t  t he  way

I  re la ted  to  he r .  She  cou ld  wr i t e ,  she  wou ld  wr i t e  my  no tes  o r  he lp  me  ou t  on

ce r ta in  th ings ,  and  she  cou ld  unders tand  mos t  any th ing  she  read .  She  wou ld

wr i t e  poems  and  th ings  o f  t h i s  na tu re .  She  even  s ta r ted  to  wr i t e  a  book ,  I

guess ,  a  few  t imes .  And  she  worked  i n  a  mus ic  shop .  She  unders tood  the  a r t s

you  m igh t  say ,  much  more  than  my  dad  d id .

Bu t  my  dad  was  bas i ca l l y  smar t .  He  had  the  bas i cs  o f  how to  ge t  f rom one

po in t  t o  ano the r ,  he  knew those  th ings .  He  was  educa ted  i n  M6x ico .  He  d idn r t

come f rom a very r ich fami ' ly  but  he was educated,  and he was se lected by Ford

lv lo tor  to  go to  Ford l t {o tor  here in  the s tates and learn the assembly 1 ine.  He

went  there,  met  my mother ,  mamied her ,  and for  some reason he went  back to

M6x i co  and  d i dn ' t  ge t  i n t o  t he  assemb ly  l i ne  bus iness ,  opened  a  s t i l l  f o r

h imse l f  ove r  t he re  i n  M6x ico ,  a  wh iskey  71 t i 1 l J .  f e ry  i ndependen t ,  bu t

7 .
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always wanted to  come back to  the s tates.  So he came back to  the s tates and,

you know, he brought  my mother  back.  She was down in  M6xico for  a  l i t t ' le

wh i l e  bu t  she  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t .  You  go t  t o  unders tand ,  t hose  were  the  Revo lu t i on

days  and  they  even  s topped  the  t ra in ,  V i l l a  d id  o r  some revo lu t i ona r jes  d id .

And there were some t roubles in  l '16x ico at  that  t ime.  Anyway,  he came back to

the  s ta tes  and  he  go t  i n to  the  p roduce  bus iness  and  he  had  h i s  bus iness  i n

Judrez and in  E ' l  Paso.  And he d id very we' l ' l  moneywise,  I  had no prob ' lem wi th

money .  My  dad  wou ld  g i ve  me  a  do l l a r  a  day ,  and  i n  those  days  you  cou ld  go  to

f i ve  mov ies  on  a  do l l a r .  He  gave  me  an  a l l owance  o f  a  do l l a r  a  day ,  and  some-

t jmes  more .  Bu t  he  was  no t  r i ch ,  bu t  he  was  no t  r i ch .

Tha t ' s  p re t t y  good  fo r  you ,  t hough .

No ,  i t  was  p re t t y  good .  I  neve r  hu r t  f o r  money .  I  d idn ' t  ge t  b i cyc les  l t i ke

o the r  k jds  m ' i gh t ,  new b i cyc les .  Bu t  as  fa r  as  pocke t  money ,  I  a lways  seemed

to  have  a  do l l a r  o r  50  cen t s .  Bu t  I  neve r  go t  a  b i cyc l e  l i ke  t he  k i d  ac ross

the  s t r ee t  m igh t ' ve  go t .  I  go t  t he  sma l l e r  t h i ngs .  I  guess  I  wasn ' t  hu r t i ng

too bad,  but  we were not  r ich.

( ' .

M .

P .

When d id  you  g radua te  f rom h igh  schoo l?

We ' l ' l  ,  I  d idn ' t  g radua te  f rom h igh  schoo l

Tech ,  and  then  I  wen t  i n  t he  se rv i ce  and

l ^ lhy  d id  you  qu i t  E l  Paso  H ' i gh?

I  qu i t  E l  Paso  H igh  and  wen t  t o

got  my GED.

I  s t a r t ed  runn ing  a round ,Osca r .  I  s t a r t ed  runn ing  a round  w i t h  a  r ough  c rowd ,

wha t  you  m igh t  ca l l  cowboys .  And  they  were  chas ing  the  g i r l s  qu ' i t e  nead i l y

and  t ak i ng  g ' i r l s  t o  t he  d r i ve - i nn  and  d r i nk i ng  w ine ,  and  I  j us t  qu i t  s choo l .

l ^ l e  d idn ' t ,  I  neve r  d id  any th ing  c r ' im ina l ' - you  know,  a  fe lony  o r  any th ing  l i ke

that .  About  the worst  I  d id  was dr ink a beer  when I  was s ix teen.  And we

jus t  go t  i n to  a  w i l d  c rowd .  | \ ' 4y  mo the r  knew I  qu i t  schoo ' | ,  bu t  my  dad  d idn r t .

I  used  to  ge t  up  and  ac t  l i ke  I  was  go ing  to  schoo l  and  I  neve r  t o ld  h im .
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I t l :  t lhere d id you go?

R:  [ , l e  used  to  go  ou t  a l l  day  i n  t he  ca r .  I  d idn r t  have  a  ca r  bu t  t he  o the r

guys  d id .  The re  were  seve ra l  o f  us ,  a  coup ie  o f ' em were  Ang los  and  a  coup le

Mex ican  A rne r i cans .  And  we 'd  ge t  g i r l s  and  foo l  a round .  Eve ry  day .

M :  How l ong  d i d  t h i s  go  on?

R:  0h ,  I  guess  fo r  abou t  a  yea r  o r  two .

M :  Eve ry  day  you 'd  j us t  go  ou t s i de . . .

R :  Eve ry  day .  I  guess  i t  was  a  yea r ,  I  don t t  r ea l l y  r emember  how ' l ong  i t  was .  I t

was  a  bad  po in t  i n  my  1 i  f e ,  and  I ' l  I  t e ' | 1  you  why .

M :  I t  mus t ' ve  been  f un ,  t hough .

R :  I t  was  fun ,  bu t  I  was  ve ry  good  i n  spo r t s ,  ye ry  good  i n  spo r t s  i n  g rade  schoo ' l .

I  was  one  o f  t he  fas tes t  runners  i n  my  c lass  a l l  t he  t ime .  I  cou ld  b road jump

fu r the r  t han  anybody  my  age ,  and  I  cou ld  p lay  foo tba l l  ve ry  we l l .  And  I  wen t

to  h igh  schoo l  i n  t he  e igh th  g rade  and  I  made  the  team,  bu t  I  qu i t  be fo re  ou r

f i r s t  game,  and  I ' ve  o f ten  fe l t  bad  abou t  t ha t .  Tha t  I  was  a  ve ry  av id  a th le te

and  I  t h ink  I  cou l  d ' ve  gone  to  co l1  ege  ve ry  eas i ' l y  on  a  scho ' l a rsh ip ,  and

maybe  somewhere  e1se ,  I  don t r  know.  I  was  no t  t ha t  b ig ,  bu t  I  was  no t  t ha t

sma l l ,  ' cause  I  used  t o  we igh t l i f t  a  l o t .

M :  How ta l l  a re  you?

R:  Abou t  s i x  f ee t .

M:  And then you went  to  Tech?

R: Yeah,  then I  went  to  Tech.  Now Tech,  you got  to  understand,  was just  a f ter

t he  Ko rean  wa r .  And  we  had  a  l o t  o f  G I ' s  go ing  t he re  unde r  t he  G I  B i l l .

And I  took some courses at  Tech and there were some gangs at  Tech,  the

Hopheads they ca l led them in those days,  who just  went  to  school  because the

law made 'em go.  And they would smoke mar i ' juana down the s t reet ,  but  I

neve r  d id .  And  they  knew me f rom E l  Paso  H igh  though ,  and  they  d idn r t  f oo l
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with me,  even though I  was a Mexi 'can Amer ican wear ing cowboy boots.  They

found  i t  somewha t  d i f f i cu l t  t ha t  I  wou ld  re la te  to  the  Ang lo  tha t  we l l ,

but  they never  bothered me that  much.  And at  Tech I  en joyed Tech very wel l .

I t  was  a  p re t t y  good  schoo l ,  i t  was  more  open  and  f ree  than  E l  Paso  H igh .

I t  was  more  toned  fo r  adu l t s  t han  teenagers .  E l  Paso  H igh  was  funner ,  i f  I  had

to  say  wh ich  one  Was  a  be t te r  schoo l .  Bu t  I  l ea rned  a  l o t  a t  Tech ,  t oo ;

made  some good  f r i ends .

And  you  d idn ' t  g radua te  f rom Tech  e i t he r?

No ,  I  d idn ' t  g radua te  e i t he r .  I  l acked  abou t  a  yea r .  And  I  wen t  i n to  the

Army  and  go t  my  GED and  tha t ' s  where  I . . .  When  my  mo the r  d ied ,  my  mo the r

a lways wanted me to go to  co ' l1ege.  A lways.  hd so d id my dad,  but  my mother

moreso .  And  when  she  d ied  i n  ' 61  I  p romised  he r ,  I  p rom ised  myse l f ,  I  was

a l ready  mar r i ed ,  t ha t  I  wou ld  go  to  co1 ' l ege .  And  i t  was  a  bu rn ing  des i re  i n

me  a t  t ha t  po in t .  So  much  so  tha t  I  was  ready  to  qu i t  t he  po l i ce  depar tmen t .

0h ,  you  were  a l ready  i n  t he  po ' l i ce  depar tmen t?

I  was  a i ready  on  the  po l j ce  depar tmen t  a t  t ha t  t ime .  And  !65  I  s ta r ted

co l l ege  and  I  was  ready  to  res ign ,  and  they  were  no t  l e t t i ng  anybody  go  to

schoo l  a t  t ha t  t ime  f rom the  po1 ice  depar tmen t .  And  I  came ' i n  w i th  my

res igna t i on ,  bu t  a  Cap ta in  I s l as  on  the  po f i ce  depar tmen t  t o ld  me  tha t  he  wou ld

work  me  even ings  and  g raveya rds ' i f  I  wou ld  s tay  on  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t .

And  I  t o l d  h im ,  I  sa i d ,  I 'We11 ,  you  know  I  need  t he  wo rk . "  Bu t  I ' d  a ' l r eady

moved  my  w i fe  i n  w i th  my  fa the r .  He  was  l i v i ng  by  h imse l f  now because  my

mother  had passed away.  I  so ld my house,  moved in  wi th  my father"  I  made a

lo t  o f  sac r i f i ces  t o  do  t h i s ,  and  we  we re  l i v i ng  f r ee  a t  my  dad ' s  house  and

my  w i fe  was  work ing .  I  was  p repa red  to  go  to  co l ' l ege  fu l l  t ime"  Bu t  I  d idn ' t

have  to .

But  you went?

10.
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R :  Bu t  I  wen t .

M: TO UTEP?

R:  Yes  -

M:  And you got  a  degree?

R:  I  s ta r ted  i n  January  o f  1966  and  I  g radua t

ha l f  yea rs ,  wo rk ing  fu l l  t ime .  And  tha t  w

d id .  I t  was  t oo . . . I  needed  L22  hou rs  t o  g

Accoun t i rg ,  and  I  had  122  exac t l y  when  I  g

many  peop le  have  done  tha t ,  as  I  unders tan

I went and I went every summer. And I got

d  i n  Augus t  o f  1969 ,  t h ree  and  a

s  p robab ly  the  wors t  t h ing  I  eve r

aduate in  my major  which was

adua ted .  I  d i dn ' t  change .  And  no t

i t .  3u t  I  had  my  s ' i gh ts  se t  and

u ' l ce r s  i n  ' 68  because  o f  i t .

11 .

M :  0h ,  ' i t  mus t ' ve  been  rough .

R :  I t  was  no t  wo r th  i t ,  I  don ' t  t h j nk .  I  shou ld ' ve  t aken  a  f ew  more  yea rs  t o  do  i t .

M :  You  we re  wo rk i ng  f u l l  t ime  and  t ak i ng  schoo l  a l so .

R :  l do rk ing  fu l l  t ime  and  I  had  two  k ids  a t  t he  house ,  and  my  w i fe  was  work ing .

I  used to  s leep three hours a day.  And my baby,  my wi fe  just  had a baby when

I  s ta r ted  co1 ' l ege  and  the  baby  wou ld  c ry .  And  i f  you  know Accoun t ing ,  t he re ' s

a  l o t  o f  busywork  i n  Accoun t ' i ng ,  and  I  used  to  s i t  f o r  hou rs  a t  a  tab le  and  I

was  work ing  Accoun t ing  p rob lems .

Tha t ' s  someth ing  to  be  p roud  o f  t hen . I t  shows  a  l o t  o f  mo t i va t i on ,  a  l o t  o f

dr i  ve .

There  was,  the  dr ive  was there .

No way.

I  cou ldn r t  do  i t  now . I  cou ldn ! t  do  i t  t oday .

The re ' s  a  l o t  o f  t h i ngs  I  cou ldn ! t  do  now  tha t  I ' ve  done  be fo re .

Th ' i s  go ing  to  co l l ege  was  a l so  spu r red  on  by  my  w i fe .  I  wan t  you  to  know tha t

she  was  super .  She  wan ted  the  be t te r  t h ings  i n  l i f e  as  I  d id .  And  she  he lped

me a  l o t  i n  co l l ege - -no t  w i th  the  homework  so  much  bu t  he lp ing  me  in  the  ha rd

t imes.  l low,  my wi  fe  i  s  Mexican .  Ful  I  b l  ooded .



RO DRI GUE Z

From here?

l , ' le l l ,  she was f rom Los Angeles.  Born here but  ra ised in  Los

Ang lo  se t  up  up  the re ,  bu t  came back  to  E l  Paso ,

Let  me go back to  the t ime that  you ' le f t  Tech and went  in to

long  were  you  i n  the  se rv i ce?

l ^ le11 ,  I  wen t  i n  s i x  mon ths  i n  t he  se rv i ce .

Angel  es in  the

the  serv ice .  How

0h,  you were a reserve?

No ,  ro ,  no .  F i r s t  I  had  some space  the re .  I  qu i t  Tech  and  I  wen t  ou t  t o  Wh i te

Sands  and  wo rked  as  a  ma thema t i c i an ' s  a i d .  I ' d  wo rked  o the r  j obs ,  a  coup le  o f

o the r  j obs ,  bu t  pa r t  t ime ,  and  I  wen t  t o  work  a t  Wh i te  Sands  I  wou ld  say  i n

1956 .  I  t h ink  i t  was  i n  1956 .  I f  I  r eca l l  I  wo rked  the re  two  yea rs .  I  wen t

t o  wo rk  i n  l . l h i t e  Sands .  I  d i dn ' t  go  as  a  ma thema t i c i an ' s  a i de ,  t hey ' h j r ed  me

or ig ina l l y  as  a  to  work  on  the  su rvey  team up  a t  Ho l l oman  A i r  Fo rce  base .  Bu t

nobody ever  to ld  me to go to  Hol loman,  so the f i rs t  day I  repor ted I  repor ted

a t  Wh i te  Sands ,  and  they  s tuck  me  in  the  o f f i ce  the re  fo r  a  wh i l e  ' t i l  I  cou ld

go  ou t  t o  Ho l l oman  and  s ta r t  wo rk i ng  i n  t he  f i e l d .  l l e l 1 ,  wh i l e  I  was  a t  Wh i t e

Sands  work ing  ' i n  r t he  o f f i ce ,  t he re  was  th i s  Ang ' l o  g i r l  t he re  who  was  mar r i ed

and  had  a  deg ree  i n  I ' h themat j cs  and  she  was  a  p ro fess iona l  t he re ,  and  she

star ted showing me some of  the work.  And I  seemed to have caught  on pret ty  qu ick

and  they  j us t  kep t  me  in  the re  fo r  two  yea rsn  un t i l  I  qu i t .  And  then  I  qu i t

and  j o ined  the  po ' l i ce  depar tmen t  i n  May  o f  ' 58 .

A t  t ha t  t ime  you  d idn ' t  need  a  h igh  schoo l  d ip loma?

[ ' l e l l  you  d id ,  bu t  t hey  made  a  wa ive r  ove r  t he re  o r  someth ing "  I  don ! t  know

wha t  i t  was .

And  when  you  j o ined  the  po f i ce  depar tmen t ,  wha t  pos i t i on  d id  you  ho ld?

t^ le ' l ' | ,  when I  came on the pol  ice depar tment  I  came on as a pat ro lman.  My

bro the r  was  a  po l i ce  o f f i ce r ,  t h i s  i s  why  I  came on  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t .
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My brother  had jo ined the pol ice depar tment  about  a year  before,  or  two.

He  had  j us t  re tu rned  f rom the  Navy  and  he  had  j o ined  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t .

And  I  had  a  ve ry  good  j ob  a t  Wh i te  Sands ,  bu t  C iv i l  Se rv i ce  i s  no t  qu ' i t e

wha t  i t ' s  made  ou t  t o  be .  I  f ound  myse l f ,  we  were  i n  an  o f f i ce  w i th  peop le

who  had  deg rees ,  and  I  seemed  to . . . I  was  a  young  guy ,  18 ,  and  be tween  you  and

f f i € ,  I ' d  come home eve ry  n igh t  and  we 'd  go  to  the  ba rs  and  d r i nk .  Yeah ,  t he

long  d r i ve  and  s i t t i ng  i n  an  o f f i ce  w i th  no  w indows ,  and  I  used  to  ge t  o f f  wo rk

and come home to the bars.  But  they never  asked to see my ID.  0 f  course I  may

have  l ooked  o1der ,  I  don ' t  know"  maybe  I  ran  w i th  an  o lde r - l ook ing  c rowd .

But  Whi te Sands,  I  found mysel f ,  there was not  enough to do.  The work

schedu l i ng  was  no t  heavy  enough .  And  a l t hough  the  o lde r  peop le  the re  seemed  to

occupy  themse lves  by  do ing  someth ing ,  I  guess ,  I  guess  they  were  goo f i ng  o f f ,

boy  I ' d  run  up  and  ge t  a1 l  t he  work  I  cou1d ,  you  know wha t  I  mean?  I  don ' t

known  I  was  j us t  ea t i ng  i t  up .  They 'd  b r i ng  i n  someth ing  and  be fo re  the

o the r  guys  cou ld  ge t  i t n  I ' d  go  and  g rab ' i t .  And  I  used  t o  do  a l l  t he  wo rk  i t

seemed  1 i ke ,  ' cause  I  wan ted  to .  And  they  d idn ' t  seem to  wan t  t o  s top  me .  Bu t

I  was a ' lways,  I  was bored.  I t  was a bor ing job to  some degree.  I t  was a good

job ,  and  i f  I ' d  s t ayed  t he re  I ' d  have  been  p robab l y  mak ing  as  much  as  I 'm

mak ing  t oday ,  I  don ' t  know .  Bu t  I  j u s t  cou ldn ' t  see  s i t t i ng  i n  t ha t  o f f i ce

the  res t  o f  my  l i f e .  I  wasn ' t  mee t i ng  peop le .  I ! d  mee t  t he  o f f i ce  peop le ,

bu t  t ha t  wasn ' t  enough .  So  I  j o i ned  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t .

Did your  brother  encourage you to  do that?

To some degree he d id.  Hhen I  came in  for

Po1 ice ,  he  to ld  me  r i gh t  t hen ,  he  says ,  " I

to  be a po ' l iceman for ,  you have a damn good

I  do ,  bu t  I ' d  j us t  l i ke  t o  t r y  i t . "  And  so

Did you go through the Pol  ice Academy?

the  i n te rv iew  w i th  the  Ch ie f  o f

don t t  know wha t  t he  he l l  you  wan t

j ob . "  And  I  sa i d ,  "Yes ,  I  know

r  d i d .

13.
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I  wen t  t o  the  f i r s t  po l i ce  academy.  I t  was  two  weeks ,  and  was  the  f i r s t  one

they  eve r  had .  P r i o r  t o  t ha t  t hey  used  t o  pu t ' em  i n  t he  f i e l d  w i t hou t  go ing

th rough  the  academy.

I s  t ha t  r i gh t?

Yeah .  When  I  s ta r ted  they  s ta r ted  the i r  f i r s t  two  week  academyn  s i x  days

a week.  ln le  used to work s ix  days a week on the pol  ice depar tment ,  and so we

wen t  t o  schoo l  s i x  days  a  week  a t  t he  academy.  And  I  don ' t  even  kn [w  how we l l

I  d id  i n  compar i son  to  the  res t  o f  t he  c lass  i n  t he  academy.  I  was  a  young

k id ,  rea11y ;  I  was  21 ,  I  was  the  younges t  one  i n  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  when

I  came on .  And  o f  cou rse  we  d jdn ' t  have  ve ry  many  po l i ceman  in  those  days ,

p robab ly  abou t  two  hundred .

M :  Th i s  was  i n . .  .

R :  ' 58 .

M:  And what  was the ethnic  breakdown?

R:  0 f  t he  po l  i ce  depar tmen t  t hen?

M:  Yes .

L4,

R:

M:

p .

Okay,  a t  the  lower  leve ls  i t  seemed to  me l i ke  i t  was  a lmost  p re t ty  even.

Pret ty even?

Yes"  a t  tha t  t ime.  One wou ld  expec t  r ' t  m igh t ' ve  been d j f fe ren t ,  bu t  i t  was  no t .

Now the  h igher  ranks  were  most ly  Ang los ,  yes .  In  fac t ,  I s las  was the  on1y

one tha t  was  up  there .

t l l as  i t  Cap ta in  I s las?

Cap ta ' i n  I s l as .

I  wen t  t o  schoo l  w i t h  h i s  son ,  l 4a r i o ,  who ' s  novv  a  p r i es t .

Yes ,  t ha t r s  t he  same  one .

And  I ' ve  hea rd  some rea l l y  good  th ings  abou t  Cap ta in  I s l as ,  Cou ld  you  te11

a  bou t  h im?
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hle] ' l  ,  he was

t r a t o r .

good  to  me  in  many  respec ts . i  don ' t  t h i nk  he  was  an  adm in i s -R :

M :

R:

He was  i n  an  adm in i s t r a t i ve  pos i t i on?

Yes ,  he  was  a  cap ta in  when  I  came on  the  po ' l i ce  depar tmen t .  He  was  p robab ly

a  damn good  o f f i ce r  coming  up  the  ranks ,  bu t  as  an  admin i s t ra to r  I  j us t  don r t

know .  As  l a te r  on  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  i t  wasn ' t  qu i t e  wha t  i t  cou ld l ve  been .

He  was  a  ve ry  i n t e l ' l  i gen t  man ,  he ' s  no t  dumb .  He  d idn ' t  w r i t e  ve ry  we ' | 1 ,  he ' d

pu t  down  an  o rde r  and  t he re ' d  be  a l l  k i nds  o f  m i s takes  i n  i t .  Bu t  a l l  i n  a l l

he  was  k ind  o f  a  fa i r  man '  I  t h ink .  I  t h ink  he  was  the ,  i f  you  wan t  t o  say  i t

t he  token  Mex ican .

Rea'l  1 y?

He  m igh t ' ve  been  t he  o [e ,  yeah .

i^Jhat causes you to sayl that?

l , l e11 ,  because  I  l ook  a round  and  I  don ' t  t h r l nk  tha t  he  had  a l l  t he  capab i l  r l t i es

necessa ry  to  hand le  th ie  j obs  tha t  he  had ,  bu t  ne i the r  d id  a  l o t  o f  o the r

peop ' l e ,  so  I 'm  no t  su re  abou t  t ha t .  The re  were  a  few  Ang los  tha t  d jdn ' t  have

the  capab i l i t i e s .

When  you  f i r s t  j o i ned  the  fo rce  as  a  pa t ro lman ,  wha t  was  a  rou t i ne  day  l i ke

in  you r  work?

We1 l ,  l e t  me  go  back  j us t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  and  g i ve  you  some  backg round  he re .  I

d i d  no t ' l ' i ke  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  when  I  j o i ned  t he  po l i ce  depa r tmen t .  I  t hough t

they were too aggress ive wj th  the peop' le .  And of  course you got ta  go back to

1958 ,  t hey  were  ve ry  b ru ta l  w i th  the  peop le .  They  a r res ted  a  guy "  and  i f  he

sa id  one  word  they 'd  knock  h im  ove r  t he  head .  Tha t ' s  t he  way  i t  was  i n  t hose

days .  Tha t ' s  t he  days  o f  t he  Seven  X  gangs  and  a l l  t he  rough  gangs"  And

they  neve r  roughed  me  up .  Now on ly  one  n igh t  one  Mex ican  cop  down town  popped

me in  the  gu t  w i th  h i s  ba ton  a  coup le  o f  t imes ,  bu t  he  neve r  h i t  me .

M :

R :

M:

M .

a .
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I n  E l  Paso?

Yeah .  He  was  a  l 4ex i can  o f f i ce r ,  b ig  one ,  b ig  son  o f  a  gun .  Down tonw.  | l l e

came to  a  m idn igh t  mov ie ,  and  he  to ld  me  to  shu t  up  and  I  had  l aughed ,  and

he punched me twice.  And I  shut  up.  Anyway,  I  never  had too many run- ins

w i t h  t he  po l i ce ,  bu t  I  d i d  t h i nk  t hey  we re  ve ry  agg ress i ve ,  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk

tha t  t hey  gave  the  peop le  ha l f  a  chance .  And  when  I  i o ined  the  po ' l i ce

depar tment  I  found that  the of f icers were exact ly  what  I  had thought ,  that  they

Were  ve ry  agg ress i ve  w i th  peop le ,  Veny  agg ress iVe ,  Ve ry  b ru ta l .  And  th i s

bo the red  me  a  l o t  a t  f i r s t ,  I  a lmos t  qu i t .  I  was  more  human is t t ' c  I  guess ,  I

don ' t  know,  I  guess  my  backg round .  r  And  i t  seemed  to  me  tha t  t he  o f f i ce rs ,  even

the l4ex ican Amer ican,  v ' tas very bruta l ,  very.  And th is  bothered me a lo t  in  !58.

Now you  go t  t o  unders tand  j n  ' 58 ,  t h i s  was  be fo re  any  o f  t he  c i v i l  r i gh ts  and

a l l  t h i s  o the r  s tu f f .  And  peop le  accep ted  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  as  i t  was ,  t o

some degree .

Do you th ink the of f icers were as bruta l  wi th  Mexican Amer icans as they were

w i t h  Ang ios?

They were more so w' i th  the Mexican Amer ican,  in  those days,  yes.  But  I  saw

bru ta l i t y  aga ins t  eve rybody*  no t  on l y  t hem.

l , . lere you conscious of  that  d i f ferent  t reatment?

I  guess  I  was  to  a  deg ree .  Bu t  I  don ' t  know i f  i t  bo the red  me .  You lve  go t  t o

understand,  you know, you ' re grow' ing up and you ' re on a po ' l  ' ice depar tment ,

and  the  b ru ta l i t y  i t se l f  d id  bo the r  me .  Tha t  i t  was  gea red  towards  the  Mex ican

Amer i can  more  than  o the rsn  r i o ,  I  can ! t  say  tha t  t ha t  ac tua l l y  bo the red  me  in

i t se l f .  The  b ru ta l i t y  i t se l f  bo the red  me .  You ' ve  go t  t o  unders tand ,  we  were

dea f i ng  w i t h  c r im ina l s "  and  t he  b ru ta l i t y  was  exh ib i t ed  mos t l y  t owa rds  t he

c r im ina l s  who  were  bu rg la rs .  And  i n  those  days ,  I  guess  no t  t oo  many  peop ' l e

ca red  abou t  t he i r  r i gh t s ,  i nc l ud ing  c i t i zensn  as  we l l  as  t he  po l i ce ,  i f  you

16.

M :

R :
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M:

D .

M:

D .

M:

R:

know what  I  mean.

Yeah .

They  neve r  f i l ed  a  compa l i n t .  I n  t hose  days ,  a  Mex ican  Amer i can  tha t  was

bea t  up  wou ld  no t  f i l e  a  comp la in t .  No t  because  i t  wou ldn ' t  be  i nves t i ga ted '

because  i t  was  macho  no t  t o .  So  I  don ' t  know"  I  i us t . , .  You  see  wha t  I 'm

try ing to  say?

Yes .

I t  was  macho  no t  t o  comp la ' i n .  Bu t  ne i the r  d id  the  o f f i ce r  comp la in  i f  he  go t

t he  sh i t  bea t  ou t  o f  h im ,  o r  go t  cu t .  He  d i dn ' t  f i l e  an  agg rava ted  assau l t

aga ins t  t he  guy .  t , l e  j us t  t ook  i t ,  I  guess  we  bo th  took  ou r  1umps .  0 f  cou rse

the  po l i ce  came ou t  on  the  top  mos t  o f  t he  t ' ime ,  as  you  we l l  know.

Cou ld  you  t race  you r  ca ree r  i n  t he  po l i ce  depar tmen t ,  t he  va r ious  i obs  tha t

you had ?

0kay .  l , l e11 ,  I  s tayed ' i n  pa t ro l  ,  and  then  I  f ound  myse l f  no t  mak ing  de tec t i ve  on

the  po : l i ce  depar tmen t .  De tec t i ve  a t  t ha t  t ime  was  p ' i cked ,  t hey  were  p i cked

f rom the  ranks ,  and  de tec t i ves  mean t  more  pay - -and  a l so  wear ing  su i t s  and  ge t t i ng

the  be t te r  j ob .  And  i t  was  a  na tu ra l  a t t r i t i on  to  go  up  th rough  the  de tec t i ve

rank ,  na tu ra l  ca ree r  t h ing .  Bu t  on l y  ce r ta ' i n  peop ' l e  seemed  to  be  se l  ec ted .

Not  on ly  the Anglo but  the Mexican Aner ican who seemed to k iss somebodyrs back,

and  the  Ang lo  a t  t h i s  t ime .  Bu t  I  t hough t  I  was  smar te r  t han  some o f  t he  guys

go ing  up .  I n  f ac t  I  knew I  was ,  because  I  was  bea t i n '  en  on  some o f  t he  exams .

I  took an exam two and a hal  f  years,  when I  was a po1 iceman,  for  sergeant .  And

I  was the only  rad io pat ro lman (we had a separat ion then between t ra f f ic  and

radio pat ro lman)  that  passed the exam, out  o f  maybe over  150 guVS, two

hundred .  And  I  was  the  on l y  rad ' i o  pa t ro lman  tha t  passed  i t .  And  ye t  some o the r

guys  i n  t ra f f i c  who  made  maybe  as  h igh  as  I  d id  o r  a  l i t t " l e  l ess  were  p romoted

to  de tec t i ve ,  and  I  go t  t he  f ee l i ng  t ha t  somebody  d i dn ' t  l i ke  me  ups ta i r s .
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I  don ' t  know  why ,  I  r ea11y  don ' t  know  why .  Bu t  I  go t  ve ry  d i s i l l u s i oned

w i th  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t ,  because  I  knew I  knew more  than  the  guys  tha t

we re  go ing  up .  And  I  d i dn ' t  make  se rgean t  on  t ha t  exam because  I  d i dn ' t

have  my  f i ve  po in t s ,  ve te ran  po in t s ,  t hen .  You  had  to  have  f i ve  po in t s ,  and

i t  was  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ove rcome .  So ,  t ha t  coup led  w i t h  my  amb i t i on  t o

go  t o  co11ege ,  I  j u s t  sa i d ,  "To  he l ' l  w i t h  i t ,  I 'm  go ing  t o  schoo l . "  And

tha t ' s  when  I  wen t  t o  co l l ege .

I  s ta r ted  co1 ' l ege  and  I  rea l l y  pu t  f o r th  e f fo r t  i n  schoo l  ,  r ea l ' l y  worked

a t  i t .  I  w ro te  a1 ' l  my  papers ,  nobody  t yped  any th ' i ng  fo r  me .  Nobody  d id

any th i ng ,  chea t i ng  f o r  me ,  wh i ch  I  had  ava i l ab le .  I n  f ac t ,  t he  po l i ceman  tha t

s ta r ted  to  go  a f te r  I  wen t  wou id  te j l  me  the  easy  teachers ,  and  I  wou ld  take

the  ha rd  ones ,  because  I  knew I  wou ld  l ea rn  more .  I  was  up  the re  fo r  an

educa t i on ,  I  was  no t  up  the re  fo r  a  game.  And  too  many  o f  t he  o f f i ce rs ,

Ang lo  and  t4ex j can  Amer j can ,  were  go ing  the re  fo r  t he  money  and  the  G I  B i l l .

They  d i dn ' t  g i ve  a  damn  abou t  l ea rn i ng .  And  I  wen t  t he re  t o  l ea rn ,  t ha t ' s

a l l  t he re  was  to  i t .  I  made  se rgean t  i n  1969 ,  abou t  f ou r  mon ths  be fo re  I

graduated I  made sergeant .  I  became a sergeant  and I  worked f rom say May

o f ' 69  t o  ' 70 ,  and  I  became  ve ry  d i s i l l u s i oned  aga in .  I  was  i n  pa t ro ' l  a t

t h i s  t ime  as  a  se rgean t .  I  d j dn ' t  seem to  be  ge t t i ng  anywhe re ,  you  know ,  I

was  s t i l l  i n  pa t ro l .  I  had  neve r  been  ou t  o f  pa t ro l  and  I  made  se rgean t  and

I  s t ayed  i n  pa t ro l .  And  i t  d i dn ' t  seem l j ke  t he  wo rk  was  t ax i ng  me  enough

now I  had  my  deg ree .  0 r  I  go t  my  deg ree  j n  the  nex t  yea r  anyway ,  o r  t ha t

summer.

So  I  i n t e r v i ewed  w j t h  a  company ,  B luebe l l  I nco rpo ra ted ,  wh i ch  owns  H i cks

Ponder  he re  i n  E l  Paso .  And  they  i n te rv jewed  up  a t  t he  co ' l 1ege  and  then  they

b rough t  a  guy  i n ,  a . . .wha t  t he  heck  was  he?  Psycho log i s t ,  bu t  he  was  a ,  oh ,

a  manu fac tu r j ng  psycho log i s t ,  and  I  f o rge t  t he  p rope r  t i t l e  f o r  h im .  Anyway ,
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he in terv iewed me,  they in terv iewed me for  about  four  or  f ive days and

they  i n te rv iewed  qu i te  a  few  peop le .  And  he  gave  me  a l l  k i nds  o f  t es t s .  I

j us t ,  I ' d  neve r  been  th rough  so  many  tes ts .  And  anyway ,  t hey  dec ided  to  h i re

me ou t  o f  a l l  t he  peop le  tha t  t hey  ta l ked  to .  So  I  i n te rv iewed  he re  i n  E l

Paso at  Hicks Ponder  and they of fered me a job.  And I  was a sergeant  on the

po l i ce  depar tmen t .  And  I  t u rned  the  j ob  down"  Here  i n  E l  Paso .  The  eng inee r ,

the  ch ie f  eng inee r  fo r  t he  company  ca l l ed  me  abou t  two  weeks  l a te r  f rom Caro l i na ,

who  was  an  Ang1o ,  and  o f fe red  me ,  i f  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  go  down  to  Puer to  R ico

to  see  ano the r  one  o f  t he i r  compan ies  and  i n te rv iew  w i th  tha t  guy  down  the re

and  a t  t he  company ' s  expense ,  and  they  wou ld  take  me  and  my  w i fe .  And  o f  cou rse

I  sa id  yes .  So  I  wen t  t o  Puer to  R ico  and  wen t  i n  f o r  t he  i n te rv iew"  And  o f

cou rse  they ' re  i n  t he  c lo thes  manu fac tu re ,  t hey  manu fac tu re  pan ts .  And  I

i n te rv iewed  w i th  the  manager  down  the re  and  he  o f fe red  me  a  i ob  a lmos t  doub le

my  sa la ry  on  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  and  was  go ing  to  send  my  k id  to  a  p r i va te

schoo l  f o r  t h i s  and  tha t ,  wou ld  pay  a l l  my  expenses  down  the re ,  and  r i gh t  i n to

the  execu t i ve  ranks .  So  I  t ook  i t .  I  wen t  down  to  Puer to  R t l co  fo r  f i ve  mon ths

and  I  cou ldn ' t  s t and  t he  j ob .  No r  cou ld  I  s t and  Pue r to  R i co .

Wha t  was  the  p rob lem?

We11 ,  Puer to  R icans  a re  dumber  than  the  Amer i cans  o r  t he  l ' l ex i cans .  They  j us t

don ' t  know how to  do  any th ing  mechan ' i ca1 ' l y .  I  f e l t  t h i s .  I  t h ink  i t  was  no t

t r ue .  I  t h i nk  I  j u s t  wan ted ,  m i ssed  t he  S ta tes .  I  t h i nk  i t  was  a  va lue  j udge -

men t  t ha t  I  made  and  i t  may  no t ' ve  been  p rope r .  I  m issed  the  S ta tes

t remendous ly .  Jus t  t remendous ly  I  m issed  the  S ta tes .  I  m issed  Eo ing  and  ge t -

t i ng  a  hamburge r .  I  m i ssed  go ing  and  ge t t i ng  a  s teak .  I 'm  a  s teak  ea te r "  I

l ove  mea t ,  bu t  I  l i ke  my  s teaks  good .  And  they  j us t  don f t  make  s teaks  down

the re .  And  t he  peop le ' l i ve  d i f f e ren t l y ,  t hey ! re  ve ry  s1ow ,  t he  t own  c l oses  up

a t  e j gh t  o ' c l ock  and  t ha t  t ype  o f  t h i ng ,  and  I  j us t  can ' t  f unc t j on  l i ke  t ha t .

19.

M:

R .
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The Puer to Ricans in  Puer to Rico are very pass ive,  contrary  to  what  they are

in  the  S ta tes .  They ' re  ve ry  pass i ve  oven  the ren  they r re  ve ry  n i ce  peop len

ve ry  n i ce .  A  l i t t l e  t h i ck  because  t hey  haven ' t  been  exposed  t o  t he

mechan ica l  sk i l l s  t ha t  o the r  coun t r j es  have  been  exposed  to .  They  depend

on  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  t remendous ly  and  they  ha te  the  A rne r i cans .  No  ma t te r

whe the r  you ' re  Mex ican  Amer i can  o r  wha t ,  t hey  don ' t  l i ke  you .

M:  D id  you  sense  any  o f  t h i s  t oward  you?

R:  0h ,  yes ,  de f i n i t e l y .  Yes .

M:  D id  they  see  you  any  d i f f e ren t l y  f rom Ang los?

R:  They  saw me. . . yes ,  t hey  d id .  They  saw me d i f f enen t l y "  bu t  t hey  s t i l l  saw me

as an Amer ican.  You. 've got  to  understand,  the Puer to Ricans in  the company were

no t  ge t t i ng  the  sa la ry  I  was  ge t t i ng ,  and  I  was  i n  t ra in ing .  They  had  p lanned

to get  me r ight  in to the management .  And yet  I  was makinE more than the

Puer to Ricans who were a1 ready in  management  as a t ra inee,  because I  was f rom

the  S ta tes  and  educa ted  he re ,  i  guess .  And  because  o f  my  po l i ce  backg round  I 'm

sure ,  t oo .  You  know,  I  was  th i r t y  some yea rs  o ld ,  t ha t ' s  no t  young .  Bu t  you

d idn ' t  t a l k  sa la r i es  i n  t he  execu t i ve  ranks ,  and  t h i s  i s  mos t  compan ' i es ,  And  i

ag ree  w i th  i t .  Bu t  I  d id  f i nd  ou t  t ha t  one  man  runn ' i ng  a  fac to ry ,  he  had  ove r

a  100  g i r ' l s ,  you  know,  work ing  i n  t he  fac to ry .  I  was  ge t t i ng  more  than  h im

and  I  was  i n  t ra in ing .  Subs tan t i a l l y  more .  So  maybe  the  Puer to  R icans  fe l t

t h i s  and  knew th i s  and  they  resen ted  i t .  And  I 'm  no t  say ing  I  b lame ' em.

t i l ha t  abou t  f rom an  e thn ' i c  s tandpo in t  o r  a  cu l  t u ra l  s tandpo in t?

No,  they seemed to accept  me more readi ly  thepe,  yes.  But  I  knew I  was an

Amer i can .  I f  you  eve ry  doub t  you ' re  an  Amer i can"  a l l  you  have  to  do  i s  go  to

a  fo re ign  coun t r y  and  you  know you ' re  an  Amer j can .  And  I ' l l  t e11  you"  Osca r "

my  w i fe  too .  Okay ,  she !s  Mex ican  Amer i can ,  f u l1  b looded ,  she  m ' i ssed  the

Un i t ed  S ta tes  some th ing  t e r i b i e .  I n  f ac t "  I ' l l  t e l l  you ,  I  neve r  wan ted  t o
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come back  to  the  S ta tes ,  I  neve r  t h rough t  I  wou ld  m iss  the  Un i ted  S ta tes

tha t  much ,  bu t  I  d id .  I  m issed  the  f reedoms  we  have ,  I  m issed  go ing  to  the

s to re  and  ge t t i ng  f resh  m i l k .  You  don ' t  ge t  f resh  m i l k  i n  Puer to  R ico ,  ve ry

few  fo re ign  coun t r i es  do .  The  te ' l ephone ,  oh ,  you  know the  te lephone  se rv i ce

is  backwards,  and everyth ' ing just  s tar ted work ing on my nerves.  Puer to Ricans

a re  ve ry  s1ow ,  t hey ' r e  a  l i t t l e  t h i ck ,  t hey ' r e  happy  peop le ,  t hey ' r e  no t  ve ry

amb i t i ous ,  and  th i s  bo the red  me .  The re  were  i n jus t i ces  done  by  the  company '

and  I  used  t o  t e l l  t he  Pue r to  R i cans ,  "We l l ,  why  don l t  you  t e l l  ' em?"  "No ,

no ,  we  can ' t  do  t ha t .  ' r r l e ' r e  a f r a i d  t o . "  I  sa i d ,  " l ^ l e l l ,  why  i n  t he  he l l  don ' t

you?  I f  i t ' s  w rong ,  i t ' s  w rong .  Te l l  t hem. "  Bu t  you  see '  I 'm  com ing  i n  w i t h

my  Ang lo  agg ress i veness  t ha t  i f  some th ing ' s  w rong  1e t ' em  know .  And  t hey  used

to  l ' i s t en  t o  me ,  bu t . . . i  d i dn ' t  wan t  t o  become  a  l abo r  l eade r  o r  any th i ng  l i ke

tha t ,  t ha t ' s  no t  my  bag .  I  f e l t ,  "We l l ,  i f  t hey  don ' t  wan t  t o  say  any th i ng ,

t he  he l l  w i t h ' em.  I f  t hey ' ne  happy ,  l e t ' em  do  i t . "  Bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  see

myse l f  coun t ' i ng  the  number  o f  t imes  a  g f r l  wen t  t o  a  ba th room.  Even  though  I

was  mak ing  l o t s  o f  money ,  I  cou ldn r t  see  t ha t .

You  mean  as  a  superv j so r?

I 'm  no t  gea red  t o  manu fac tu r i ng  i n  an  assemb ly ' l i ne ,  i f  you  can  unde rs tand  me .

I  guess  they  do  i t  i n  t he  S ta tes .

5o you came back to  the pol  ice depar tment?

No,  I  had studied to  be an accountant .  So I  came back to  the States wi thout  a

iob - - i nc iden ta l l y ,  someth ing  I '  had  neve r  done  i n  my  f  i f e .

You  qu i te  the re?

I  qu i te  w i thou t  a  j ob .  And  they  d idn ' t  have  to  send  me  back ,  e i t he r .  Tha t  was

one  o f  t he  guanan tees ,  you  had  to  s tay  a  yea r  o r  t hey  d idn l t  pay  fo r  i t .  Any -

wdy,  the manager  was very good to me,  he gave nre $400 and of  course I 'd  saved

$2 ,000  wh i l e  I  was  down  the re .  l ^ l e  l t ved  ve ry  good  i n  Puer to  R ico ,  I  wan t

2L.
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you  to  unders tand .  I  was  r i gh t  up  w i th  the  e l  r ' t e  down  the re ,  we  
' l i ved  

w i th

the  upper  c lass ,  had  a  home in  the  upper  c lass  ne ighborhood .  I  made  good

money.  My wi fe  d id  not  have to  work.  Now my wi fe  had worked a ' l ' l  pr ior  to

th i s ,  as  be ing  a  po l i ceman  d idn ' t  pay  t ha t  we l l .  Bu t  even  she  was  w ' i 11 ing  t o

come back to  the States even though we had a l l  th is  money.  And I  had a pret ty

good  sho t  a t  a  good  ca ree r  t he re ,  be l i eve  me  I  d id .  You  know,  I  wa lked  i n

the  f i r s t  day  and  they  g i ve  me  a  $75 ,000  l i f e  i nsu rance  pa id  rp ,  you  know.

My  k id  goes  to  a  $100  a  mon th  p r i va te  schoo l  i n  Puer to  R ico ,  t op  o f  t he  sa la ry .

You  know,  those  a re  p re t t y  good  bene f i t s .  Bu t  I  a l so  saw someth ing  e ' l se  w i th

the  company .  0nce  they ' re  th rough  w i th  you ,  buddy ,  t hey  don ' t  g i ve  a  damn- -

w i th  the  Ang ' l o  o r  t he  Mex ican  o r  whoever .  You  unders tand  wha t  I  mean .  The re rs

no  ca ree r ,  t he re ' s  no  g rac ious  end ing  to  you r  ca ree r .  Once  you  don r t  p roduce

anymore ,  I  t h jnk  they  boo t  you  ou t .  Tha t ' s  wha t  i  go t  t o  f ee l i ng .

You  were  w i th  the  company  l ess  than  a  yea r  t hen?

F ive  mon ths .  Bu t  I  ha ted  Puer to  R ico .  0h ,  God ,  I  ha ted  i t .  l { eve r  aga in  w ' i 11  I

l eave  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  to  l i ve  / - somewhere  e l se  7 .

Did you come back to  El  Paso?

Yes ,  s i r .  I  wan ted  t o  be  a  po l i ceman  aga in .  I  m i ssed  t he  po l i ce  depa r tmen t ,

i nc iden ta l l y .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  mr ' ssed ,  bu t  I  d tdn ' t  t e l l  my  w i fe .  You  see ,  wh .en

I  graduated f rom co ' l1ege,  my wi fe  and my fami ly  k ind of  were pressur ing f f ie ,

not  knowingly ,  but  I  say in"g[ i ,  "Now you 've got  your  degree and you worked so

hard ,  why  do  you  wan t  t o  s tay  as  a  po l i ceman?"  'Cause  the  pay  wasn ' t  t ha t

good .  So  I  go t  t he  fee l i ng  tha t  I  had  to  do  someth ing  w i th  myse l f  now because

I ' ve  go t  a  deg ree  ove r  he re  i n  t h i s  hand  and  ove r  hene  l rm  no t  do ing  no th i ng ,

I 'm  ea rn ing  the  same pay .  So  I  f e l t  some p ressu re .  Whe the r  I  made  /  my j  own

pressu re  o r  t hey ,  my  fam i l y ,  d id ,  I  f e l t  p ressu re  to  ge t  ou t  i n  l i f e  and  do

someth ing  more  than  be  a  po l i ceman .  Bu t  I  m issed  the  po ' l i ce  depar tmen t  t e r r i b l y
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when  I  l e f t .  i  t h ink  tha t  coup led  w i th  be ing  i n  Puer to  R ico  and  be ing  i n

manu fac tu r i ng  a l ' l  go t  me  down .

Anyway ,  I  came back  to  the  S ta tes  w i thou t  a  j ob .  I ' ve  neve r  been  w i thou t

a  j ob  s i nce  I 'm  16  yea rs  o1d ,  now .  Neve r .  And  I ' ve  go t  a  f am i l y r  i t ' s  k i nd

o f  s tup id  to  c lose  a  doo r  beh ind  you  and  no t  open  one  be fo re  you  c lose  the  one

beh ind  you .  I 'm  a  ve ry  r espons ib l e  pe rson ,  0sca r ,  I  don ' t  l i ke  be ing  i n ' l imbo .

I  don ' t  be ing  w i thou t  secu r i t y  because  secu r i t y  t o  me  i s  a  ve ry  impor tan t  t h ing

in  l i f e .  Pens ion  funds ,  j ob  secu r i t y ,  t hose  th ings  a re  ve ry  impor tan t .  T ime

wi th my fami ly  is  very impor tant .  Anyway,  my famr '1y is  number one,  the job is

second ,  I  wan t  you  to  know tha t ,  i n  my  p r i o r i t i es .  Bu t  my  w i fe ,  as  I  sa id ,  she

k ind  o f  wan ted  me  to  qu i t  t he  PD ,  she  d j dn ' t  l i ke  me  wo rk i ng  down  he re .  I  was

no t  mak ing  ve ry  much  money  and  work ing  sh i f two rk  r l s  no t  t he  bes t  i n  t he  wor ld .

Anyway ,  I  came back  to  E l  Paso ,  o r  I  wen t  back  to  t f ash ing ton ,  D .C .  f i r s t ,  I

have  some  re l a t i ves  t he re .  And  I rm  tak i ng  a ' l i t t l e  vaca t i on  now ,  be tween

jobs .  And  my  b ro the r - j n - l aw  was  on  t he  cab jne t  f o r  Span i sh -speak ing

Amer i cans  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  who ' s  name was  Car los  Ru iz ,  f r om Los  Ange les .  And  when

N ixon  was  pu t  i n ,  he  took  h r 'm  to  Wash ing ton .  He  go t  me  an  i n te rv iew  w i th  a

C i v i l  Se rv i ce  man  ou t  t he re .  Bu t  I  d i dn t t  knowwha t  he  was  do inE .  I  t hough t  he

was  j us t  gonna  te11  me  abou t  ava i l ab le  j obs  i n  i , l ash ing ton .  So  I  i n te rv iewed

w ' i t h  t h i s  guy  i n  t he  morn ing  one  day .  I  b rough t  j n  a l l  my  s tu f f ,  you  know,

resumes and crap,  my degree and that  s tuf f .  And I  in terv iewed wi th  h im and he

o f fe red  me  r i gh t  t he re  i n  t he  o f f r l ce ,  a  GS-12  i n  Wash ing ton .  And  a t  t ha t  t ime ,

I  t h i nk  a  GS-12  was  pu l l i ng  down  abou t  $12 ,000  o r  $14 ,000  / - do ' l l a r s ] .  l l l e11 ,

tha t  was  p re t t y  damn good  pay  i n  1970 ,  t ha t  was  no t  bad .  I  was  no t  mak ing

that  much on the po1 ice depar tment ,  nowehre,  but  I  was makr 'nE about  that  much

in  Puer to  R ico .  And  he  o f fe red  me  a  GS-12  i n  Wash ing ton .  And  I  sa i ' d ,  "No  way ,

I  wou ldn ' t  l i ve  r l n  Wash r i ng ton  i f  t hey  gave  me  $10 ,000 ,000  / do l l a r s  7  a  day . "

23.
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I  cou l  dn ' t  s tand  t ' l ash ing ton .

l,r lhy i  s that?

l l l i t h  a l l  t hose  b lacks  ove r  t he re  and  the  r i o t s ,  and  Wash ing ton ,  D .C .  down town

is  l i ke  goddamned  fo r t ress .  l 4ugg ings ,  shoo t i ngs - - too  much ,  t oo  much  bu ' l l sh j t .

And  then  t rave l  40  m i les  to  ge t  t o  work .  And  then  a l l  t hose  po l i t i c i ans  who

ta l k  ou t  o f  t he  s i de  o f  t he ' i r  mou th .  Mex i can  Amer i cans  as  we l l .  B l acks  as

we l l .  A l l  t hey  wan t  i s  t he  money .  No  one  can  te l l  me  any  d i f f e ren t ,  t hey ' re

a l l  the same.  They a l l  want  the money.  Everyone I  saw out  there wants the

money .  They  f o rge t  t he i r  peop le  ou t  t he re ,  mos t  o f r em,  99  pe rcen t  o f ' em .  They

ge t  t o  be  h l ash ing ton ians .  I  don ' t  wan t  no th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  i t ,  no th i ng .

Anyway ,  I  came back  to  E ' l  Paso ,  ca l l ed  up  a  guy  tha t  I ' d  i n te rv iewed  w i th ,

D ick  Todar  and  Ph i l  S tone r  i n  t he  CPA f i rm .  Ca l l ed  rem up  on  the  phone  on  a

Monday ,  wen t  t o  work  the  fo l l ow ing  Monday  w i th  ' em as  h i s  accoun tan t .  Tha t

fas t .  No  p rob ' l em wha tsoeve r ,  s l i pped  r i gh t  i n .  They  pu t  me  to  work  and  I  was

gonna  s i t  f o r  my  CPA in  November  o f  t ha t  yea r .  I  was  rea l l y  do ing  we l l  j n  t he

company,  but  I  had to  come back to  the pol ice depar tment .  And my wi fe  understood

th i s  and  she  f i na l l y  came  ou t  and  t o l d  me ,  " I f  you  wan t  t o  be  a  po l i ceman ,  go

back . "  And  I  t o l d  he r ,  I  sa i d ,  " I f  I  go  back ,  I 'm  s tay i ng  t he re  t i 11  I  d i e .

I 'm  neve r  l eav ing  aga in . "  So  I  came  back ,  I  go t  r e i ns ta ted  as  a  se rgean t .

I nc iden ta l l y "  I  was  the  f i r s t  l v l ex ian  Amer i can  to  ge t  re ins ta ted  as  a  se rgean t .

I  was  a l so  the  f i r s t  po l i ceman  to  ge t  re r l ns ta ted  as  a  se rgean t - -Ang1o  o r  Mex r ' can

Amer i can .  I  wen t  t o  Cap ta in  I s l as  f o r  he lp ,  he  cou ldn ! t  he ' l p

seve ra l  peop le ,  t a l  ked  to  the  commr lss ion ,  and  they  re r ' ns ta ted

i t  back .

t l lhy d id  they re instate you?

Because  I  asked  fo r  i t  and  i  had  no t  been  gone  a  yea r .

Bu t  t h i s  was  someth ing  new?

I  ta l  ked to

And I got

24.

M:

R:



RO DRIGUE Z

R:  l ^ | e11 ,  no ,  i t ' s  a lways  been  i n  t he  cha r te r  and  i t ' s  a lways  been  i n  t he  ru1es ,

bu t  nobody  had  been  re ins ta ted  as  a  se rgean t .  I n  f ac t ,  a  l o t  o f  peop le  to ld

me  I  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  down  he re .  Bu t  t he  Ch je f  o f  Po l i ce  and  t he  ass i s tan t ,

Admin i s t ra t i ve  Cap ta in ,  Cap ta in  Harden ,  wan ted  me  back  ve ry  bad .  And  he  ta l ked

the  Ch ie f  i n t o  i t ,  t o  b r i ng ing  me  back  as  a  se rgean t ,  and  i t  wen t  t h rough  l i ke

that .  There was some controversy among the men,  though,  about  me get t ing my

s t r i pes ,  I  wan t  you  to  know tha t .  And  I  had  to  f i gh t  ' em a  l i t t l e  b i t - - t he

Assoc ia t i on .  Anyway ,  I  came back ,  bu t  I  had  to  re l i nqu i sh  the  s t r i pes  fo r  s i x

mon ths  because  the re  was  a  p rob lem w i th  the  Assoc ia t i on  ra i s ing  some he l l  w i th

me and get t ing my st r ipes back.  They were t ry ing to  go back in to somebody e lse

com ing  back  and  he  d ' l dn ' t  ge t  ' em ,  and  my  case  d i dn t t  compare  t o  h i s ,  bu t  I

knew i t  and  they  d idn ' t .  Tha t ' s  t he  way  I  saw i t  and  so  d id  the  C i t y  A t to rney

see  i t  my  way .  Bu t  t hen  I  re l i nqu i shed  the  f i r s t  two  spo ts  fo r  se rgean t  and

I  t ook  the  th i rd  one ,  so  tha t  was  s r ' x  mon ths  l a te r  and  I  go t  i t .  And  I  had  a

bu rn ing  des i re  to  do  no th ing  bu t  go  up  a f te r  t ha t .

M:  You had your  eyes on the top?

R :  Yes ,  s i r .  Yesn  s i r ,  s i nce  t hen .

M:  t lhat  d id  you have to  do to  prepare yoursel  f  to  Eet  here?

R:  I  t h ink  the  p repa ra t i on  s ta r ted  be fo re  I  eve r  came on  a  po l i ce  depar tmen t .

M :  S ta r ted  be fo re  then .  Bu t  once  you  were  a t  t ha t  po in t ,  re ' i ns ta ted  as  a  se rgean t?

R:  Co ' l 1ege  changed  my  who ' l e  l i f e .  B roadened  my  v iews .  Made  me  unders tand  tha t

t he re ' s  a  who le  wo r l d  ou t  t he re  and  no t  j us t  po l i ce  wo rk  and  no t  j us t  one

tunne l  v i s i on ,  so  t o  speak .  I  me t  a  l o t  o f  peop le  i n  co l l ege  and  a  l o t  o f

t hem a re  s t i l l  my  good  f r i ends .  And  some  o f ' em  we re  l i be ra l .  I 'm  no t  a  l i be ra l

I  was  cons t i de red  a  l i be ra l  a t  t ha t  t ime .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  I 'm  rea l l y  a  l i be ra l ,

I 'm  more  conse rva t i ve "  No t  t ha t  f a r .  Bu t  co l l ege  chanEed  my  who le  way  o f  1 i f e ,

co l l ege  was  i t .  Two  t h i ngs  t ha t  I ' ve  done  Eood  i n  t h i s  wo r1d ,  ma r r y i ng  my
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w i fe ,  r a i s i ng  a  f am i l y ,  and  co1 ' l ege ,  educa t j on .  And  educa t i on ,  no t  so  much

ho ld i ng  up  a  p i ece  o f  pape r ,  bu t  l ea rn i ng  some th ing  when  t hey  go  t o  schoo l .

And  t h i s  i s  some th ing  t ha t  bo the rs  me  a  l o t .  I  know  a  l o t  o f  peop le "  I  know

some  teache rs  a t  t he  Commun i t y  Co1 ' l ege ,  and  I 'm  no t  gonna  knock ' em,  I  don ' t

know i f  t hey  s t i l l  do  i t .  Do  you  teach  a t  t he  Commun i t y?

No ,  UTEP.

I  understand that  there v{ere some of  the teachers at  Corrmuni ty  Co1' lege were

teach ing  and  they  cou ld  no t  g i ve  a  s tuden t  a  D  o r  an  F "  and  they  had  to  d rop

'em ou t  o f  t he  c lass  o r  j us t  ca r r y  ' em.  I  t augh t  a t  UTEP a  coup ' l e  o f  cou rses

fo r  t he  Cr im ina l  Jus t i ce  fDepar tmen t j ,  and  I  be l i eve  i f  a  man  ea rns  an  F

he  ough t  t o  ge t  t he  F  and  he  ough t  t o  f a i l  i t .  I  made  an  F  a t  co l l ege  and  i t ' s

my  own  fau l t .  I  d i dn ' t  d rop  a  sub jec t  co r rec t l y .  And  I  d i dn ' t  ea rn  t he  F

th rough  no t  s tudy ing ,  I  j us t  d idn ' t  d rop  r l t ,  and  he  ca r r i ed  me  by  no t  coming  to

c l ass  and  he  pu t  an  F .  And  I  unde rs tand  I  cou ld ' ve  changed  t ha t ,  bu t  I  l e f t

t ha t  F  the re  because  tha t ' s  a  rem jnder  to  me  tha t  anybody  can  ge t  an  F .  I  don ' t

t h ink  eve rybody  shou ld  go  to  co l l  ege  e ' i t he r ,  0sca r .  I  t h ink  the re rs  peop ' l e

up  the re  now tha t  a re  was t i ng  the r ' r  t ime .  And  I  t h r l nk  you  go t  some in  you r  c ' l ass .

Su re .

And  t hey ' r e  was t i ng  eve rybody ' s  t ime .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  peop le  have  a  r i gh t  t o

go  t o  co11ege .  I  t h i nk  t hey  have  a  r i gh t  t o  wa l k  i n  t he  f r on t  doo r  and  t ha t ' s

where  the  r i gh t  s tops .  I  don ' t  t h ink  they  have  a  r i gh t  t o  be  passed  and

promoted  because  o f  e thn i c  backg round .  And  I  t h ink  the  Mex ican  Amer i can  i s

do r ' ng  a  d i sse rv i ce  to  the  Mex icans  by  do ing  i t .  ! ' I e ! re  g radua t ing  peop le  who

don ' t  know  wha t  t he  he l l  t hey ' r e  do ing .  And  I  t h i nk  i f  t hey ' r e  go ing  t o  co l l ege

they  ough t  t o  s tudy  and  work .  I  wo rked  my  bu t t  o f f .  I  d id ,  Osca r .  I  wo rked

l i ke  a  son  o f  a  gun .  I  neve r  t ook  the  sho r t cu t .  And  eve ry  t ime  I  see  some-

body  tha t ' s  t ak ing  the  sho r t cu t ,  t hey  open  the  doo r  w i th  the i r  deg ree  bu t
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t hen  they  wa lk  ou t  t he  back  doo r ,  ' cause  they  a in ' t  go t  i t  up  hene ,  t hey

can ' t  pu t  i t  t oge the r .  Bu t  I  see ,  and  I 'm  gonna  t e l 1  you ,  and  I  see  t h i s ,

and ' i t  s ta r ted  a t  t he  Commun i t y  Co11ege ,  t ha t  t he  Mex ican  Amer i can  i s  open ing

the  doo rs  and  p romot ing  bod ies .  And  I  t h ink  they ' re  do ing  a  d i sse rv i ce .  I

t h i nk  i t ' s  un fa i r .  They ' r e  hand ing  a  guy  a  deg ree  and  he  doesn ! t  know  wha t

the  he l l  t o  do  w i th  i t .  Do  you  ag ree  w i th  tha t?

M:  Some  o f  t ha t  j s  go ing  on ,  su re .

R :  Do  you  t h i ng  t ha t ' s  go ing  on?

M:  Yeah .  I t ' s  no t  on l y  among  Mex ican  Amer i cans ,  bu t  eve rybody .

R :  Among  a  l o t  o f  a th l e tes ,  t he  a th l e te ' s  ano the r  one .

M :  Su re .

R :  Wa lk  i n  t he  f r on t  doo r  and  ou t  t he  back .  And  hadn l t  l ea rned  a  goddamn"  don ' t

even know what  they ' re  doing.  l ,^ le  got  guys in  th is  depar tment  who have

degrees  and  they  can ' t  even  wr i t e .  They  shou ld ' ve  neve r  go t ten  th rough  Eng l i sh

jn co l ' lege.  I  took Mrs.  f ' la lker  a t  UTEP. Do you know l4rs"  l i la lker? Probably

one  o f  t he  toughes t  Eng l i sh  teachers  up  the re ,  she  worked  my  bu t t  o f f .  I  mean

she  worked  me  to  dea th .  i  made  a  C  in  he r  c lass  and  I  wo rked  a  mt l l l i on  hou rs "

I  t h ink .  Bu t  I ' l l  t e11  you  one  th ing ,  I  know how to  p repa re  a  sen tence .  I

see  guys  now and  they  can ' t  even  wr i t e ,  and  they  have  a  co1 ' l ege  deg ree .  They

can ' t  even  t h i nk ,  t hey  can ' t  even  t a l k .  And  i f  I  was  t ha t  co l l ege  o r  any

o the r  co11ege ,  I  wou ld  be  ashamed  to  g radua te .  Ashamed .  And  I  t h ink  the  same

th ing  i s  happen ing  i n  t he  e ' l emen ta ry  and  the  pub l i ' c  schoo ls ,  t oo .  They t re

pass in '  guys  tha t  can ' t  say  the  ABCs ,  j us t  I  i ke  the  guy  I  saw f rom V i l  as .  l ' l ow ,

I  t h i nk  soc ie t y  d i d  h im  a  d i sse rv i ce ,  and  I  t h i nk  j us t  because  he rs  Mex i can

Amer i can  and  he '  s  ge t t i n '  b ig ,  pass  h i .m?  Bu l  I  sh r l t .  Le t  h im  I  ea rn .  L lhy  pu t

h im  ou t  t he re  i n  t he  wor ld  i f  you l re  no t  gonna  E ive  h im  a  sho t?  And  f f  he

can ' t  l ea rn  and  he  can ' t  p i ck j t  up r  keep  h im  the re .  And  i f  he  doesn ' t  do  i t
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t hen  fa i l  h im .  Don ' t  pass  h im  because  he  happens  to  be  a  m ino r i t y  g roup .

Tha  t '  s  no t  r i  gh t .

Tha t  i s  a  p rob lem tha t  ex i s t s .

I  know i t  i s  and  i t ' s  gonna  become a  se r ious  p rob ' l em,  because  you ' re  gonna

f ind  a  Mex ' i can  Amer i can  w i th  a l l  t he  deg rees  i s  no t  gonna  be  ab le  to  hand le

the  b ' i g  j obs .  And  somebody  may  be  th ink ing  tha t  a l ready .  How many  l 4ex i can

Amer icans do we have in  b ig  jobs today? And how long do they ho ' ld  them? How

' long  
do  they  s tay?  A  yea r  o r  two .  Th ink  abou t  i t .

Wha t  i s  you r  impress ion  o f  t ha t  p rob lem a t  t he  p ro fes rs iona l  l eve l  he re  i n  E l

Paso ?

We1 ' I ,  I  admi re  peop le  whoever  they  a re ,  t ha t  I  t h ink  the re ' s  a  p rob lem in  the

p ro fess iona l  l eve l  i n  E l  Paso .  I  t h i nk  i t ' s  com ing  ou t  o f  UTEP and  I  t h i nk  i t ' s

com ' ing  ou t  o f  t he  Commun ' i t y  Co ' l ' l ege .  I  t h ink  Commun i t y  Co l l ege  was  gea red  fo r

the  l ower  i ncome peop le  to  p rov ide  a  means  fo r  an  educa t i on .  I  don ' t  d ' i sag ree

w i t h  t ha t ,  bu t  I  t h i nk  t hey  ough t  t o  g r ' ve ' em an  educa t j on .  And  i us t  because

they  happen  t o  be  so  and  so  t hey  can ' t  g r i ve  ' en  an  F ,  t ha t ' s  bu l l sh i t .  I f  a

guy  doesn ' t  come  to  c l ass  and  i f  he  doesn ' t  unde rs tand  wha t  he ' s  do ing ,  and

he  doesn ' t  t r y  o r  app l y  h imse l f ,  we l l ,  he  dese rves  an  F .  He  shou ldn ' t  be

the re  maybe .  And  I  t h ink  tha t  t he  s tandards  shou ld  no t  be  l owered ,  t hey  shou ld

be  ra i sed .

Tha t ' s  ano the r  i ssue ,  s tandards .

I  t h ink  s tandards  have  been  lowered  too  much  th roughou t  t he  coun t r y  i us t  t o

accomoda te  the  m ino r i t y  g roups .  And  I ' t h ink  tha t r s  a  d i sse rv i ce  to  the  m ' i no r i t y

g roups .  You  wan t  good  educa ted  peop le ,  you  wan t  p ro fess iona l  peop le?  Then  you

g i ve ' em an  educa t i on .  You  ge t  a  guy  t ha t  goes  t o  Ha rva rd  and  you ' l l  see  how

fa r  he  goes .  Bu t  you  ge t  one  tha t  goes  to  UTEP and  they  don ' t  go  qu i te  so  fa r ,

maybe.

I  see  we ' re  j us t  abou t  o f  t ape .

28.

M :

R :

M:

R:

M:
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R:  I  have  a  l o t  o f  op in i ons  I  guess ,  I  Shou ldn ' t  ge t  i n t o  i t .

M :  No ,  t ha t ' s  good .  I  j u s t  wan ted  t o  come  back  t o  you r  r i se . . .

R :  0h ,  on  my  deg ree  f rom h fgh  schoo l ,  you  asked  me  abou t  t he  po l i ce  depar tmen t

ea r l  i e r ,  remember?  I f  I  had  a  deg ree  f rom h igh  schoo l  .

M :  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .

R :  I  had  the  GED.

M:  Wh ich  i s  wha t  you  ge t  f rom,

R :  Yeah .

M:  Regard ing  you r  ascens ion  to

you  go t  t he re .

the  h igh  schoo l  equ iva lency .

Ch ie f  o f  Po l ' i ce ,  can  you  g i . ve  us  you r  v iew  o f  how

R:  0kay ,  yes ,  I  can .  As  I  to ld  you,  I  was  a  sergeant  on  the  po l i ce  depar tment

when I  came back  and my s igh ts  were  se t  on  th is  job .  For tunate ly  I  go t  in to  a

spec ia ' l i zed  serv ice  on  the  po1 ice  depar tment  ca l ' led  Communi ty  Re ' la t ions .  That ' s

dea l  ing  w i th  the  communi ty  and minor i ty  g roups ,  soo th ing  the  po1 ice  image.

I  was  very  fo r tunate  in  ge t t ing  in  th is .  I  s ta r ted  to  go  to  a  lo t  o f  po l i ce

schoo l  s  and  mee t ing  a  I  o t  o f  peop l  e .  And  I  f ound  I  cou ' l d  g r i ve  speeches  i us t

l i ke  a  l o t  o f  peop le  can .  I  f ound  ou t  I  can  t a l k  t o  anybody .  I ' ve  sa t  down

on  cans  ou t  i n  Sou th  E l  Paso  and  ta l ked  to  peop le .

Was  tha t  a  reve la t i on  to  you ,  o r  d id  you  know you  had  those  tendenc ies  be fo re?

No ,  I  knew  I  had 'em.  I  j u s t  knew  they  pe re  t he re ,  bu t  I  d i dn ' t  use  t hem.  I t

was  no t  a  reve la t i on  to  me .  Wha t  was  a  reve la t i on  to  me  was  tak ing  speech  i n

co11ege .  I  d i dn ' t  know  I  cou ld  t a l k  be fo re  g roups .  And  speech  i n  co l l ege

a lmos t  k i l l ed  me ,  bu t  I  wen t  t h rough  i t  and  I  f ound  ou t  I  cou ld  do  i t .  Tha t ' s

when  I  l ea rned  how to  ta1k ,  r ' n  co l l ege .  Tha t ' s  why  I  have  to  say  co1 ' l ege  was

my  b ig  change .

Tha t ' s  one  o f  t he  bes t  cou rses  anybody  can  take .

One  o f  t he  bes t .  And  fo r  anybody  to  sk ip  i t  i s  s tup id .  They  ough t  t o  make
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everybody  take  speech ,  Eng l i sh ,  bookkeep ing .  Eve rybody  ough t  t o  know book -

keep ing ,  bas i c .  Teach  you  know to  be  accoun tab le ,  where  the  money ' s  go ing .

Anyway ,  r i gh t  t he re ,  go ing  i n to  commun i t y  re la t i ons  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  I  had

a  l o t  o f  t h ings  on  the  ba11 ,  t oo .  And  I  f r om then  on  I  j us t  wan ted  to  make

every  rank  and  ge t  he re .  I 'm  no t  so  happy  tha t  I  go t  he re  now.

M:  You  cons ide r  i t  a  r ap id  r i se  t o  t he  t op?

R :  Yes .  I f  you  cons ide r  se rgean t  i n  1970  t o  ch ie f  i n  L977 ,  t ha t r s  p re t t y  r ap id .

M:  How many steps d id you go through?

R:  Se rgean t ,  l i eu tenan t  and  cap ta in  and  depu ty  ch ie f .  Bu t  t he  guy  ac ross  the  ha l l

went  faster  than I  d id ,  Joe Messer .  He went  up pret ty  damn fast .

t ' Jha t ' s  h ' i s  pos i t ion?

He 's  the  Deputy  Ch ie f  now.  But  he 's  the  one they  se lec ted  fo r  Ch ie f  and tu rned

i t  down.  t Je l1 ,  he  tu rned  i t  down and  tha t ' s  when  I  go t  i t .  He  wasn ' t  ready

for i t ,  came up too fast .  You know, you can do that,  go up too fast .

But you fe ' l t  you were ready for i t?

I  fe l t  I  was  ready  fo r  r l t ,  bu t  I '11  te ' I1  you what "  i t ! s  about  100 percent

M .

R:

M:

D .

more work  than I  thought  i t  was ,  harder .  I 'm s ta r t ing  to  ease

b ' i t  now,  bu t  i t ' s  one  o f  the  mos t  d i f f r ' cu l t  j obs  I ' ve  ever  had ,

I f  I 'm  s t i l l  a l i ve .

0h ,  you  w i l l  b . ,  When  you ' ve  go t  more  expe r t ' ences

us .  Fo r  now we  know tha t  you ' re  busy  and  wer re  ou t

to  thank  you  ve ry  much  fo r  t h i s  convensa t i on .

See ,  I  was  say ing  be fo re ,  I  t a l k  t oo  much .  Osca r ,

on  say ing  tha t  abou t  t he  Mex ican  Amer i can .

No ,  no t  a t  a l l ,  no t  a t  a l l ,  oh  no .

i n to  r ' t  a  l i t t l e

or  thought

abou t  hav ing .

l n l e11 ,  we 'd  be  i n te res ted  i n  t a l k i ng  w i t h  you  l a te r  on ,1e t ' s  say  i n  a  coup le

o f  yea rs .

that

o f

you coul  d  share wi th

tapen  too ,  so  we  wan t

I  hope  I  d idn ' t  o f f end  you
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