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RICHARD ROSS
by 0scar J- Ir4art inez

July  30,  L977

M:  R i cha rd ,  1e t ' s  beg in  t h i s  i n t e r v i ew  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  pe rsona l  backg round - -

where you ' re f rom, where you grew up,  your  parents,  where you went  to

school  .

R : I  g rew up  i n  San  An ton io ,  Texas .  My  mo the r  was  i n  the  mov ie  bus iness  and

she marr ied severa l  s tunt  actors,  and I  grew up between San Antonio and

San ta  Barba ra ,  Ca l i f o rn ia .  And  I  guess  tha t ' s  where  I  go t  a  l o t  o f  my

imag ina t i on  to  d raw,  because  I  was  a round  peop le  i n  t he  ac t i ng  bus iness .

Can you te1 l  me when you were born?

L942 ,  San  An ton io .

And where d id you go to  school  ?

lo le11 ,  I  wen t  t o  schoo l  a t  Grammercy  on  Wood lawn  S t ree t  on l y  un t i l  t he  s i x th

g rade .  I  d idn ' t  go  any  fu r the r  t han  the  s i x th  g rade .

Where d id you spend your  teenage years?

M:

R :

M:

R :

M:
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D .

tn le had problems at  home, and what I  d id I  guess when I  was about

away from home. And at  the age of  16 I  jo ined the Marine Corps

spec ia l  wa iver ,  and I  s tayed in  the  lv la r ine  Corps  fo r  s ix  years .

my teen years  were  in  the  Mar ine  Corps .

When did you f i rst  come to the border?

14 I  ran

w i th  a

So bas ica ' l1y

I  l i ked  the  bo rde r  when  I  j o ined  the  Mar ine  Corps .  When  I  was  16  I  came th r "ough

E l  Paso  go ing  ou t  t o  San  D iego ,  MCRD,  and  I  f ound  th i s  t o  be  an  i n te res t i ng

p lace ,  pass ing  t h rough  i t .  Tha t ' s  when  i t  f i r s t  s t uck .

When was that? What  was the year?

I  was  16  yea rs  o1d ,  so  16  t o  L942 . . .

F i  f ty -e i  ght .

Yes ,  r i gh t ,  ' 59  ac tua11y .  R igh t ,  i t  was  1959 .

How long  were  you  a t  Fo r t  B l  i ss  a t  t ha t  t ime?



RICI {ARD ROSS

No, I  was in  the lv lar ine Corps.

So  you  were  j us t  pass ing  th rough .

I  was  j us t  t rave l i ng  th rough .  I  was  he re  fo r  abou t  f i ve  o r  s i x  days  en

route to  boot  camp.

And  you  d id  you r  bas i c  t ra in ' i ng  ou t  i n  Camp Pend le ton?

Yeah,  where I  went  to  T i juana many t imes to  do sketches.

0h ,  you  were  a l ready  i n to  d raw ing  a t  t ha t  t ime?

0h ,  yeah .  I  d rew fo r  t he  Mar ine  Corps  fo r  s i x  yea rs .  I  d rew  fo r  a l l  t he

se rv i ce  magaz ines .  I  was  the  a r t j s t  t ha t  d id  the  Iwo  J ima  f1ag ,  t he  b ig

Iwo  J ima  f l ag  t ha t ' s  j n  t he  o f f i ce r s ' and  gene ra l s rmess  ha l l .

Out  there at  Camp Pendleton?

Camp Pend l  e ton ,  yeah ,  Ma ' i n  s ide .  I  d id  a l  l  t he  a r t  wo rk .

Do you recal l  the f i rs t  t ime you went  to  T i juana?

Yeah ,  I  guess .  We had  been  th ree  mon ths  i n  boo t  camp.  You  know,  you  can ' t

get  l  iber ty  in  the lv lar ine Corps.  Af ter  three months everybody went  across

the  r i ve r .  I t ' s  on l y  L3  m i I es .

Wha t  d id  you  do  the  f i r s t  t ime  you  wen t  t o  T i j uana?

I  went  cyazy.  I  took a camera and I  photographed and photographed.  At  that

t ime ,  as  you  know ,  i n ' 59 ,  t hey  had  t he  o l d  Mex i can  l u re - - t he  donkeys ,  t he

ha ts ,  t he  o l d  s i gns ,  Ca r ta  B lanca ,  C ruz  B lanca ,  and  a l l  I  d j d  was  pho tog raph .

I  imag ined . . . imag ina ry  ba rs ,  t he  l onges t  ba r  i n  t he  wo r1d ,  p i c t u res  o f

Pancho  V i l l a .  I  wan ted  t o  cap tu re  t hese  t h i ngs  be fo re  t hey . . . I  had  a  f ee l i ng

they  were  gonna  go ,  ' cause  you  cou ld  see  tha t  t hey  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  image

that  they had had there.

Was  tha t  a  t ime  when  a  l o t  o f  t he  so ld iens  wen t  down  the re  to  have  a  l as t

f l i ng  be fo re  they  wen t  on  to  the i r  pe rmanen t  ass ignmen t?

2.
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RI CHARD ROSS

Yes ,  t hey  d id .  And  ha l f  o f  t hem,  a t  t ha t  t ime  they  were  a r res t i ng  abou t

40 percent  o f  everybody that  went  over .  And I  went  over  for  s ix  years and

I  wen t  t he  o the r  way .  I  go t  t o  know a l l  t he  t " J " - .u f " . *  t he  po l i ce

chiefs ,  the customs inspector .  And everyone would go over  to  get  a  g i r l

and get  drunk,  and I  would go over  to  sketch and ta lk  to  people.  And so

I  had  a  l i t t l e  r appo r t  w i t h  t hem.  No t  on  t he  o the r  s i de ' l i ke  o the r  peop le

d i  d .

Wha t  d id  you  do  w ' i t h  you r  ske tches?

A t  t ha t  t ime  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  o f  mak ing  p r i n t s  and  se l l i ng  t hem.  I  j u s t  d rew

them and threw them away.  i  was fantas iz ing more.  I  wished I  could make

a  l i v i ng  a t  i t ,  bu t  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  i t  was  poss ib l e - -excep t  f o r  t he  Mar i ne

Corps ,  d raw ing  fo r  t hem.  t r ' l h i ch  was  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  $99  a  mon th  wasn ' t  much .

You  were  do ing  th i s  j us t  as  a  hobby  then?  Sav ing  you r  ske tches .

I  d idn ' t  save  any  f rom T i j uana ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  o r  Hong  Kong  o r  any  o f  t he

c i t i es .  I  d rew  Tokyo .  I  d id  be t te r  work  p robab ly  when  I  s ta r ted  ou t  ' cause

you ' re  l ess ,  you  know,  t i gh t .  When  you  go  a long  you  become t i gh te r  i n  you r

work .  I  d idn ' t  save  any  o f  t ha t .  Bu t  I  saved  the  men ta l  p i c tu res .  The re r re

a  l o t  o f  compan ies ,  bee r  compan ies ,  w ine  compan ies ,  i n  Mex ico  tha t  a re  no

' l onge r  
i n  ex i s tence ,  o r  s igns  have  been  to rn  down  dep ic t i ng  the  Mex ican

image .  The  guy  on  the  ho rse  d r i nk ing  Baca rd i ,  a l l  o f  t hese  th ings  a re  gone .

I  remember  a l l  o f  t hose  and  I  use  them in  my  d raw ings .

LJhen  d id  you  f i r s t  s ta r t  mak ing  d raw ings  fo r  p r i n t s?

! ' l e l 1 ,  now,  I  d id  have  a  back log  o f  d raw ings  I  d id  i n  t he  se rv i ce ,  bu t

they weren ' t  Spanish.  They were country  scenes as you see here.  t^Jhen I

go t  ou t  o f  t he  Mar ine  Corps "  i t  was  i n  1965 ,  I  go t  run  ove r  by  a  f re ' i gh t

t ra in  a  week  l a te r  a f te r  ge t t i ng  d i scha rged  honorab ly ,  i n  Hous ton .
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RICHARD ROSS

How d id  tha t  happen?

0h ,  I  wan ted  to  go  i n to  wres t l i ng  p romot ing  i n  M6x ico .  I  had  some

con tac t s  and  I  was  t r a i n i ng  i n  Hous ton , ' l ea rn i ng  t he  bookkeep ing  bus iness ,

the  i ns  and  ou ts .  And  I  had  a  j ob  a l l  n igh t  where  I  wo rked  fo r  a  m i l k

company.  I t  gave me t ime through the day to  ta l  k  to  a l  1  the local  promoters

and  ge t  f i nanc ia l  back ing .  And  I  go t  h i t  by  a  f r e i gh t  t na in  de l i ve r i ng

some  m i l k  one  morn ing ,  ea r l y  f n  t he  morn ing r  c ross ing  t he  t r acks .

Were you badly  hur t?

Yeah ,  I  was  j n  and  ou t  o f  t he  hosp i ta l  f o r  a  yea r .  Bu t  when  I  was  i n  the

hosp i ta l  t hey  pa id  fo r  i t ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  have  enough  money  to  do  l i t t l e

th ings  l i ke  buy  Cokes  o r  d r i nks .  I  wou ld  s i t  and  ske tch  they  sky l i ne  o f

Houston.  A nurse came in  one day and took i t  and ran i t  down and had

200  cop ies  p r i n ted  up  and  wen t  t h rough  the  hosp i ta l ,  and  a t  two  bucks  a

whack  came back  w i th  $400  i n  abou t  f i ve  hou rs .  So  tha t  gave  me  the  i dea .

0 f  mak ' i ng  p r i  n t s  ?

Yeah .  She  had . . . I ' d  neve r  even  t hough t  o f  an  ang le  l i ke  t ha t .  A l l  t he

doctors would wai t  for  new sky l ine scenes.  And I  would go out  and buy

c lo thes  and  med ic ine  and  wha teve r  and  d idn ' t  have  to  be  dependen t  on  the

ra i l r oad  o r  i nsu rance  o r  t he  hosp i ta l .  I  cou ld  pay  my  own  way .

When  d id  you  f i r s t  s ta r t  mak ing  ske tch ings  o f  Jud rez?

hsh ,  abou t  f ou r ,  we l l ,  i t  was  abou t  f i ve  yea rs  ago ,  abou t  f i ve  yea rs  ago .

I  was  do ing  good  in  Aus t i n  and  San  An ton io ,  bu t  I  came he re  and  dec ided

tha t  I ' d  be t te r  cap tu re  the  Pancho  V i l 1a ,  some o f  t he  Mex ican  fee l i ng  be fo re

i t r s  comp le te l y  gone ,  wh i ch  i t  a l r eady  i s .  The  t r o l l eys  a re  gone ,  t he  b i g

s igns  on  the  bo rde r  t ha t  sa id ,  " l , . l e l come,  Amigos ,  t o  M6x ico "  a re  gone .

Eve ry th ing  i s  chang ing .  The  deco ra t i ons  they  used  to  have  ac ross  the

A
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RICHARD ROSS

st reets-  They used to have arc 1amps.  Vi l la  Acufra was famous.  Every

bl  ock had "h le1come to M6xico"  i  n  Vi ' l  1  a Acufra.  They '  re  a l  I  torn down.

The  o ld  bu l l r i ngs  a re  go ing .  Nuevo  La redo ,  a l ' l  ove r ,  t hey ' re  tea r ing

down  the  wooden  bu l l r f ngs  and  pu t t i ng  i n  mammoth  new p laces .  And  i us t

t he  o l d  f ee l i ng  i s  go ing .  Bu t  I  t h i nk  I ' ve  go t  enough  ma te r i a l  t o  make

i t  l ook  rea l i s t i c .

You  came back  he re  w i th  the  exp ressed  pu rpose  o f  do ing  tha t  t hen?

Yeah .  Bu t  ge t t i ng  someth ing  tha t  I ' ve  neve r  go t ten  i n to ,  and  I  haven ' t

done  i t  ye t .  I ' ve  s t j l l  been  a  l i t t l e  gun  shy  and  ne rvous ,  wo r r i ed  abou t

how  the  peop le ' d  f ee l  abou t  i t .  Bu t  I  don r t  t h i nk  t hey ' r e  gonna  m ind .  I 'm

gonna  ge t  r i gh t  i n to  the  can t i nas  and  the  whorehouses  and  how peop le  l i ve

rea l  1y  o f f  bea t  and  d raw them on  the  spo t .  I ns tead  o f  t ak ing  pho tog raphs ,

I 'm  gonna  s tay  the re ,  t ake  a  tape  reco rde r  w i th  me  ( I  d raw to  mus ic )  and

take  the  Mexr ' can  mus ic  f rom the re  and  then  s i t  on  the  spo t  and  c rea te  on

the  spo t ,  t he  rea l  f ee l i ng  o f  cu l t u re ,  wh i ch  I  don ' t  t h i nk  anyone ' s  done .

I  don ' t  mean  down town ,  I  mean  maybe  way  ou t  i n  some o f  t he  sma l l e r  p laces

and  go ing  t o  t he  can t i nas .  Some th ing  I ' ve  a ' lways  wan ted  t o  do ,  bu t  i t  j u s t . . .

you have to  have a rappor t  wi th  the people to  do i t .  I  want  to  go in to the

San ta  Rosa  P r i son .  I ' ve  ta l ked  w i th  them and  ske tched  some o f  t he  o ld - t imey

b lock  ce l l s  w i th  some o f  t he  cha rac te r i za t i ' ons  o f  p r i son .

Have  you  eve r  t hough t  o f  go ing  to  the  La  Tuna  p r i son?

I  have .  The  wa rden  i s - - o r  was ,  un less  he ' s  changed  i n  two  yea rs - - i s  a

ve ry  good  f r i end  o f  m ine .  He ts  g i ven  me  pe rm iss ion  to  ske tch  La  Tuna"  fu l l

pe rm iss ion .  I  wen t  ou t  t he re  no t  l ong  ago  to  do  i t  and  I 'm  ve ry  busy  and

I  haven ' t  go t ten  back .  They  l e t  me  go  pas t  t he  gun  tu r re t s .  0 f  cou rse ,

eve ry th ing ' s  on  rada r .  And  when  I  moved  too  qu i ck  w i th  my  pen ,  t hey  have

6
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RICHARD ROSS

l oud  speake rs  i n  t he  g round ,  d  l oud  speake r  wou ld  say ,  "Mr .  Ross ,  p lease

move s lower.  Do not  move so fast ,  because we have our  guns on you and

they  a re  rada r  con t ro l l ed . "

Wha t  k inds  o f  pe rsona l  expe r iences  have  you  had  as  you  have  gone  in to

these Mexican border  towns to  do your  work?

I  guess the most  in terest ing th ing I  ever  d id  was when I  worked for  Dr .

Sa l i nas  f o r  f ou r  mon ths  i n  Mr i zqu i z .  He  has  a  m i l l i on  and  a  ha l f  ac re

ranch ,  and  I  d id  a r t  wo rk  fo r  h im .  And  he  was  w i th  Pancho  V i l l a  and  a l l

o f  h i s  a r t i f ac t s  w i t h  Pancho  V i1 ' l a .  And  because  o f  t ha t ,  you ' r e  f am i l  i a r

w i th  Mex ico  and  you  do  ce r ta in  th ings ,  you  ge t  ce r ta in  fo rms  you  f i l l  ou t

wh ich  g i ve  you  more  o f  a  f ree  hand  to  t rave l  t h rough  l46x i co .  And  I ' d  had

someth ing  s igned  by  the  gove rno r  o f  Coahu i l a  and  then  by  the  Sa l i nas  fam i l y

and gave me f reedom to t ravel  through the s tate of  Coahui la  and do sketches

o f  t he  d i f f e ren t  p ' l aces  he  wan ted .  And  as  you  know,  the re r re  f i ve  o r  s i x

checkpoints  f rom Piedras Negras a1 ' l  the way to  the new h ighway to

Ch ihuahua  C i t y ,  and  the  l e t t e r  wou ld  ge t  me  th rough .  Bu t  wha t  was  i n te res t -

i ng ,  t hey  wou ld  l ook  a t  t he  l e t t e r  usua l l y ,  and  l i ke  I  was  a  g r i ngo ,  t hey ' d

th row i t  back  a t  me ,  ask  me  wha t  I  had  i n  the  t runk  o f  t he  ca r .  When  they

saw the p ic tures I  drew,  then they would mel low out  everyt ime.  And there

was  t jmes  when  le .dg ra ]es  wou ld  g i ve  me  the i r  l unch  o r  go  ge t  a  coke  o r

we 'd  s i t  and  ta l k  maybe  fou r ,  f i ve  hou rs  a t  a  Cus toms  po r in t  s ta t t ' on .  And

I  go t  t o  a  po in t  where  I  d idn r t  f ea r  t he . . . l i ke  a  l o t  o f  Amer " ' i cans  where

they have a k ind of  a  fear  when they come up to  a checkpoint  or  what 's  gonna

happen .

The  funn ies t  t h ing  i s  when  I  came ac ross  one  t jme  w i th  too  many  p r i n t s

I  was gonna se ' |1  them jn Wi1ma,  Texas,  where lv lar lon Brando made a l l  o f  the

6 ,
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RICHARD ROSS

Pancho  V i l l a  mov ies ,  and  ac ross  t he  r i ve r ' s  M ie r ,  wh i ch  i s  nex t  t o

Camargo where the Mexican government 's  made over  200 Western movies

the re .  I  wen t  ac ross  the re  to  do  some ske tches  and  I  had  f i ve  o r  s i x

hundred  ske tches .  And  you  cou ld  te l l  t hey  were  to  be  so ld .  And  the

cap ta in  o f  t he  Mex ican  s ide  took  abou t  50  p i c tu res  h imse ' l f .  D idn ' t  buy

them,  j us t  f o rc ib l y  t ook  them.  Bu t  t hen  I  sa t  down  /  andJ  I  s i gned  to

eve rybody  i n  h i s  f am i l y .  And  because  o f  t ha t  t hey ' l e t  me  k ind  o f  do  wha t

I  wan ted  to  ove r  t he re .  And  tha t r s  t he  n igh t  I  s tayed  th ree  n igh ts  and

th ree  days  i n  Boy ' s  Town .  You  don ' t  have  Boy ' s  Town  in  Jud rez ,  ' cause

Ba ja  Ca l i f o rn i a  and  Ch ihuahua  don ' t  have  o rgan i zed  p ros t i t u t i on ,  bu t  t hey

do  i n  the  o the r  s ta tes .  And  they  have  encampments  10 ,  15  m i1es  ou t .  You

have  a  l i t t l e  c i r c le .  And  I  j us t  wen t  ou t  t he re  and  go t  a  room and  l i ved  to

see  how the  o the r  s ide  o f  t he  g i r l s  a re  and  how they  re la te  to  wha t  t hey ' re

do ing .

Can you te l ' l  me about  your  three days in  Boy 's  Town?

Yeah .  I  f ound  tha t  t he  g i r ' l s  were  s ta rv ing  to  dea th  to  j us t  t o  t a l k  t o  some-

body  on  more  o f  a  genera l i zed  bas j s  t han  j us t  sex ,  and  tha t  a  l o t  o f  t hem had

ch i l d ren  tha t  you  d idn ' t  see .  And  o f  cou rse  the  gove rnmen t  t akes  so  much

money  f rom the  ba r  and  the  g i r l s  t hemse lves  on l y  make  abou t  one  ten th .  I f  a

g i r l  b r i ngs  $80  do l l a r s ,  she ' s  l ucky  t o  see  e i gh t  o r  n i ne  do l l a r s .  She  ge t s

her  room f ree,  but  has to  pay for  her  meals .  And because of  the energy

they  expend ,  t hey  ea t . . . t hey  rea ' l l y  do  ea t  s t eaks .  Now I  d i dn , t  be l i eve

th i s ,  bu t  t he re ' s  a  ca te r i ng  se rv i ce  w i th in  the  sys tem tha t  you  don ' t  see .

7.
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s imp le  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t  wh i ch  wou ld  cos t  50  cen t s  and  a  do1 ' l a r ,  and

they  wou ld  be  n i ce r  t o  me  t han  i f  I  gave  t hem a  $50  do l l a r  b i l l .  And  I

f ound  them to  be  genera l l y  ve ry  hones t  and  ve ry  k ind  to  the  ch i l d ren  tha t

t hey  had  i n  t he  a rea  t ha t  you  d i dn ' t  see ,  t he  guys  d i dn ' t  see .  Bu t  t hey

d id "  t hey  a ' l l  had  t he i r  own  ch i l d ren .  So  i t  was  j us t  a  d i f f e ren t . . .

Were  these  g i r l s  f rom the  i n te r i o r?

Yeah .  I  no t i ced  one  t h i ng .  A  l o f  o f  t he  younge r  g i r 1s ,  I  don ' t  know  i f

t he re ' s  an  age  l aw  ( t he re  i s  ove r  he re ) ,  d  l o t  o f  g t ' r 1s  we re  14  o r  15 ,

they seem to have come up f r "om the ' in ter ior  but  on the i r  own f ree wi l l .

Nobody was I  ike you hear  about ,  shoved in  by le .dera les. r  d  gur  put  to  the i r

head,  and not  a l lowed to 1pave.  They can ' t  ieave the encampment  by federa l

l aw .  They  can  go  to  mass ,  t hey  usua l l y  have  a  chu rch .  I f  t hey  don ' t  have

one  the re  they  a l l ow  them to  go  i n  t own .  Bu t  t hey  can ' t  shop  and  they  can ' t

m i l l  a round  as  l ong  as  they ' re  do ing  tha t "  Now,  they  can  s top  any t ' ime

they want  and get  back in to the mainst ream of  1 i fe ,  but  they ' re  not  a l lowed

in to  the  ma ins t ream o f  l i f e  when  they ' re  j n  t he  encampments .  L i ke  you  w i l l

not  f ind,  under  the new encampment  in  Nuevo Laredo which is  the largest  in

the  wor ld ,  you  won ' t  f i nd  a  p ros t i t u te  i n  down town  Nuevo  La redo  anymore .

I t ' s  pun i shab le  by  a  p r i son  sen tence .  Eve ry th i ng  i s  f i ve  m iJes  ou t  and  i t r s

huge .  I t ' s  abou t  s i x  b locks  by  s i x  b locks ,  and  you  have  to  go  th rough  a

fede ra l  checkpo in t "  t oo .  They  check  you  fo r  guns ,  dope"  ammun i t i on  o r

wha teve r ,  t hen  they  1e t  you  on  th rough .  And  they  do  the  same when  you ' l eave"

Every th ing  i s  f ede ra l  p r i ces - - the  g i11s "  t he  d r i nkso  the  gamb l ing .  Eve ry -

thr ing is  contro ' l1ed by the federa l  Eovernnentn a l  though the bars are

p r i va te l y  owned .  I t  seems  to  be  work ing  gnea t .  C r ime  i s  down ,  VD i s  a ' lmos t

unheard of .  They have doctors,  they have nurses on the spot  every t ime.

Tha t ' s  pa r t  o f  t he  se rv i ce ,  two  do l l an  se rv i ce ,  t he  nu rse  does  come in .

B.
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And  the  g i r l s  a re  checked .  And  supposed ' l y ,  I  me t  a  Dr .  Mar t i nez  the re

who  checks ,  he  says  he  checks  eve ry  g i r l  tw i ce  a  day ,  no t  once .  He  sa id

tha t  t hey  nea l l y  wou1d  do  i t ,  so  I  be ' l  i eve  h im .  And  they  shoo t  t hem w i th

pen ic i l l i n ,  two  hundred  and  someth ing  thousand  un i t s  a  day .

Did i t  cost  you a lo t  o f  money to  be there three days? What  was the deal

that  you worked out?

No .  I  j us t . . . one  o f  t he  ba r tenders  l i ked  my  a r twork ,  and  i ns tead  o f  pay ing

fo r  a  room fo r  an  hou r  I  pa id  I  t h ink  $2 .50  o r  $2 .80  a  day  fo r  a  room.

And  I  a te  w i t h  t he  g i r l s ' ca te r i ng  se rv i ce .  I  t h i nk  I  pa id  two  and  a  ha l f

do l l a r s  f o r  a  b i g  s teak ,  and  I  go t  good  mea1s .  And  I  go t  a  l o t  o f  p i c t u res .

I  t ook  hundreds  o f  p i c tu res .  And  the  on l y  th ing  tha t  sca red  me  was  the

po l i ce  i n  t he  a rea  l i ked  the  i dea  when  they  saw my  d r raw ings ,  bu t  i t  was

k ind  o f  shaky  a t  f i r s t .  'Cause  I  was  repo r ted  one  t ime  by  20  d i f f e ren t

peop le  to  the  po l i ce ,  ac tua l  compa ' l i n t s  t ha t  I  was  mak ing  fun ,  t ak ing

pic tures of  people.  But  i t  was pret ty  wel l  c leared that  i t  t^ tas okay to  do i t .

What  k inds of  p ' ic tur"es were you tak ing?

0h ,  rea l l y  no t  so  much  the  g r i r l s ,  t he  can t i nas .  As  you  know,  V i l l a  Acu f ra rs

red  I i gh t  d i s t r i c t  was  the  o ld  fede r^a l  ban racks ,  1880 .  And  they  have  the

sw ing ing  doo rs  and  t he  gas  l amps  and  t he  who le  wo rks ,  and  i t ' s  s t i l l  t he re .

I t ' s  ge t t i ng  ready  to  be  to rn  down .  The  gove rnmen t ' s  gonna  tea r  100  pe rcen t

o f  i t  down .  And  i t ' s  a  s igh t  t o  see  ac ross  the  r i ve r  f nom De l  R io .  And  I

was  more  i n te res ted  r ' n  t he  bu i l d ings  and  maybe  how Pancho  V i l l a  used  to  r i de

th rough  the re ,  and  the  g i r l s  wou1d ,  you  know,  b ' i g  roses  i n  t he i r  head .

And  a l l  t ha t ' s  gonna  go ' l i ke  Nuevo  La redo"  and  a  new encampment  w i l ' l  be

bu i l t .  Eve ry th ing  w i l l  be  modern .  Bu t  t hey  have  some famous  c lubs  i n  V i l l a

Acuf ia"  the Shamrock and d i f ferent  p laces that  have real  h is tory  to  them"
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You  were  i n te res ted  i n  t he  phys i ca l  s t ruc tu res  and  cap tu r i ng  the  essence

o f  t he  f  i f es t y les  the re  and  wha t  wen t  on .

The  l i f es t y l es .  And  t he  mos t  i n t e res t i ng  t h i ng ,  t he  cha rac te r s  t ha t  l i ve

the re ,  when  peop le  l i ve  on  w ine  a f te r  a  wh i ' l e  t hey  ge t  i n to  a  cha rac te r i za -

t i on  ro le ,and  the re ' s  a  l o t  o f  t ha t  i n  a  sma l l  t own ,  bo rde r  t own .  You  know

wha t  I 'm  ge t t i ng  a t .  Peop le  tha t  r i de ,  s t i l l  r i de  ho rses .  One  guy  comes

in ,  comes  in  w i th  h i s  ho rse  to  ge t  a  d r i nk  o f  t equ i ' l a .  You  know,  they

p layac ! .  They  seem to  en ioy  the i r  ro les  tha t  t hey ' re  i n .

Have  you  made  a  l o t  o f  ske tches  f rom those  p i c tu res?

No ,  t ha t ' s  j us t  i t .  Wha t  you ' ve  seen ,  t he re ' s  mo re  bu i l d i ngs ;  I  haven ' t

go t ten  i n to  the  peop ' l e .  I ' ve  been  a  l i t t l e  b i t  r ese rved  and  shy .  No  one

has  rea l l y  done  tha t .  I t ' s  good  to  s tay  i n  M6x ico  fo r  a  few  hours ,  bu t

when  you ' re  the re  fo r  a  wh i ' l e  o r  you ' re  focus ing  you r  po in t  on  a  ce r ta in

person,  you draw at tent ion,  and i  now have the nerve to  do that .  As you get

o lde r  you  ge t  l ess  fea r fu l  ' cause  you  know how to  do  th ings  the  r i gh t  way .

I t ' s  easy  to  ge t  t h rown  in  j a i l  ove r  t he re ,  ve ry  easy .  I n  f ac t ,  t he re  was  a

j a i l  i n  V i l l a  Acu f ra  whe re  t he  j a i l e r . . . t hey  have ,  wha t  do  you  ca l l  i t "

spasmod ic  j a i l s  a l l  ove r  t own .  One  o f  t hem wasn ' t  t ak ing  much  money ,  t he re

wasn ' t  anybody  i n  j a i l ,  he  was  ac tua ' l l y  se l l  i ng  t ama les . . . ( Laugh te r ) . . . ou t

o f  t he  j a i l ,  wh ich  I  t ook  a  pho tog raph  o f  t ha t .  I  t hough t  t ha t  was  good .

So  you ' ve  been  in  j a i l  down  the re?

No .

0h ,  you  haven ' t .

0h ,  no .  I ' ve  neve r  even ,  neve r  come  c l ose  t o  i t .  A l t hough  I ' ve  had

f r i ends  who  / -have  / .  One  guy  w i th  the  Hous ton  Chron ic le  tha t  was  w i th  me

los t  h i s  l e f t  eye  pho tognaph ing  ppasan ts  on  t he  s t r ee t s "  And  I ' ve  had  my  camera

M:
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smashed and my face h i t  rea l  hard.  I  took a photograph of  some peasants

begg ing ,  I  d idn ' t  know the  bu i l d ing  beh ind  me ,  i t  was  i n  Mr i zqu i z ,  t he

bu i l d i ng  beh ind  me  was  a  f ede ra l  p r i son .  fVoyJ  cou ldn ' t  t e l l  i t .  And

the  gua rd  came f rom ou t  o f  t he  m idd le  o f  nowhere  and  h i t  me  w i th  h i s

r i f ' l e  bu t t ,  and  i t  smashed  my  camera .  And  n i ce l y  l ooked  a t  me ,  sa id ,  ve ry

so f t l y ,  " I ' ve  saved  you  f rom a  fa te  worse  than  th i s  by  do ing  th i s . "  Then

he went  on.  What  I  guess he f igured is  that  I  was being watched,  and that

saved  me  f rom be ing  hau led  i n  and  go ing  th rough  a l l  t he  mess .  He  had  to

do  t ha t .  So  poss ib l y  he  was  be ing  k i nd .  Bu t  t hey  d i dn ' t  pu t  up  w i t h  any

p i c tu re - t ak i ng  o f  f ede ra l  i ns ta l l a t i ons .  I  d i dn ' t  know  tha t ' s  wha t  i t  was .

I  a l so  saw a  fede ra l  s top  one  t ime  in  f ron t  o f  a  sme l te rworks  i n  Pa lua

and  fo rce  a l l  250  peop ' l e  t o  shave  on  a  c reek .  They  hadn ' t  been  shav ing

and  chang ing  t he i r  c l o thes .  The re ' s  a  f ede ra ' l  i n spec t i on  s ta t i on  go ing

on  i n to  M6x ico  where  eve ryone  has  to  pass ,  i nc lud ing  the  peop ' l e  who  work  a t

the smel ter .  I  went  through i t  one day"  and he got  mad at  everybody and he

had  cans  o f  shav jng  l o t i on  and  razo rs ,  and  he  had 'em a l ' l  s t r ung  ou t  ac ross

the  c reek ,  shav ing .  He  sa id  they  weren r t  a ' l l owed  to  come ac ross  h i s

inspec t i on  s ta t i on  t i l ' l  t hey  were  c lean .

11.
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Richard,  I  know you have to  go on to  wo

Nex t  t ime  I  see  you ,  I  don ' t  know when

why  don ' t  v l e  j us t  con t i nue  the  conve rsa

0kay.

wf iy  donr t  we stop here?

be ,  nex t  t ime  I  see  you ,

r S 0

t ' " l l

on?
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