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MARIO CHAMBERLAIN
by 0scar  J-  l r4ar t inez

Ju l y  18 ,  1979

F i r s t  o f  a ' 11  ,  Mr .  Chamber ' l a in ,  a re  you  f rom th i s  a rea  o r i  g ina l  l y?

No-

'u lhere are you fnom, s i r?

t , . Je11 ,  r a i sed  i n  Lou i s i ana .

Could you te l l  me when you were born,  p lease,  and where?

I  was born in  1932.  I  was born in  0hio.

0h ,  you  were  bo rn  i n  0h io ,  I  see .  So  you ' ve  moved  a round .

Yeah.  l t {y  fa ther  was in  the army.

How did you come to jo in  the Border  Patro l  ?

0h ,  I  j us t  read  someth ing  abou t  i t ,  and  i t  sounded  l i ke  someth ing  I  wan ted  to  do .

And  cou ld  I  ask  you  where  you  read  abou t  i t ?  I n  the  newspaper?

I  can ' t  r emember ,  p robab ly  magaz ine  a r t j c l es .  I  t h ink  I  even  read  some book

abou t  i t - - I  can ' t  r emember  t he  name- -w r i t t en  abou t  t he ' 30s ,  wh i ch  rea l1y

d idn ' t  pe r t a i n  t o  wha t  i t  does  now .

D id  you  go  to  schoo l  i n  Lou is ' i ana?

Yes .

When  d id  you  j o in  the  Borde r  Pa t ro l  ?

June  1 ,  1964 .

And  wha t  t ype  o f  t ra in ing  d id  you  have  to  take?

I  had to  go at  the academy,  Border  Patro l  Academy,  which at  that  t ime was in

Por t  I sabe l ,  Texas .  And  i t  was  16  weeks  o f  Span ish ,  Immig ra t i on  Law,

Na tu ra l i za t i on  Law,  and  o the r  re la ted  sub jec ts  l i ke  F i rea rms  and  F i r s t  A id ,

and  F inge rp r in t i ng  and  reco rd  keep ing ,  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t .

! 'Jhat  was your  f i rs t  ass ignment  in  the Border  Patro l  ?  Where d id they send you?

R igh t  he re .

0h ,  r i gh t  he re  to  Noga les .  Have  you  been  an  agen t  i n  o the r  pa r t s  o f  t he
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borde r ,  o r  i s  t h i s  t he  on l y  p lace  tha t  you ' ve  worked?

Th i s  i s  t he  on l y  p l ace  I ' ve  wo rked .

Wha t  d id  you  th ink  o f  Noga les  when  you  f i r s t  came he re?  I 'm  su re  i t  mus t ' ve

been d i  f ferent  for  you.

0h ,  I  don ' t  know  i f  i t  was  a l l  t ha t  d i f f e ren t ,  I ' ve  l i ved  i n  a  l o t  o f  sma l l

t owns .  Th i s  was  j us t  ano the r  sma l l  t own .  Bu t  I  l j ked  i t .  I  t hough t  t he

peop le  were  f r i end l y  and  I  made  a  l o t  o f  f r i ends  w i th  the  peop le  a round  he re .

So  I  guess  I  j us t  f  i ked  i t .

D'id the c l imate seem di f ferent to you?

l l l e ' |1 ,  I ' ve  moved  mos t  o f  my  1 i fe ,  so  I ' ve  exper ienced  th is  c l ima te  be fo re .

l ' i ved  in  Sou thern  Ca l i fo rn ia  a t  a  t ime  when i t  wasn ' t  qu i te  as  damp as  i t

now,  so  i t  wasn ' t  a l l  t ha t  new to  me.

What  in i t ia l  exper iences  d id  you have when you f i rs t  came here? What  were

do ing  ou t  in  the  f j e ld?

2 .

C:

C :
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M:
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C:  t ' l e l l ,  when I  f i r s t  came here  we were  concent ra t ing  a lmost  95  percent  on  what  we

ca l l  s ign  ta i le rs  o r  a l ien  t rack ing  in  Cen tu ry  Va l1ey .  Very  l i t t l e  work  in

town at  that  t ime. You just  come to work and spend your whole day tracking

a l  i  ens  as  they '  ne  wa l  k ing  no r th .

D id  you  ca tch  a  l o t  o f  ' em?

Not  when  I  f i r s t  came he re  I  d ' i dn ' t .  The  numbers  d idn r t  s ta r t  ge t t ' i ng  b ig  un t i l

two years la ter .

Do  you  reca l l  any  pa r t i cu la r ' l y  i n te res t i ng  expe r iences  do ing  tha t ,  t r ack ing

a l  i ens?

To  me  any  t r ack ing  o f  an  a l i en ' s  i n t e res t i ng ,  so  I  guess  i t r d  be  i n te res t i ng

to me,  i t  may not  be to  you.

I ' d  l i ke  t o  hea r  abou t  i t .

The re ' s  no th i ng  amus ing  abou t  i t  o r  any th i ng ,  i t ! s  j us t  any  l ong  chase  i s
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M:

r .

M :

C :

i n te res t i ng ,  ma in l y  t o  me .  I  en joy  i t  qu i t e  a  b i t ,  t he  t r ack ing .  So  a1 ' l  o f

t he  cases  a re  i n te res t i ng ,  s t i l l  a re  i n te res t i ng .  Some o f  t he  cases  took

pa r t i cu l a r l y ' l ong ,  maybe  l i ke  r i gh t  up  t o  Tucson  and  i ns i de  t he  c i t y  l im i t s .

Those  a re  more  memorab le ,  when  you  t rack 'em r i gh t  i n to  the  c i t y  l im i t s .  I

t racked two for  three days coming south.  They were escapees f rom Flor ida,

bo th  i n  f o r  na rco t i cs  smugg l i ng ,  and  I  caugh t  ' em on  the  th i rd  day .  Tha t  was

memorabl  e .

You mean you t racked 'em out  in  the deser t  and actual ly  worked your  way to

the  ou tsk i r t s  o f  t he  c i t y?

Yeah ,  we  t racked  ' em th rough  the  mqun ta ins  no r th  o f  he re .  They  fo l l owed  the

nor thern route unt i l  they got  to  Cont inenta l ,  and at  Cont inenta l  they headed

to  the  wes t  ac ross  the . . .we ' l ' l  ,  i t  wasn ' t  I n te rs ta te  then ,  ac ross  the  h ighway ,

wh ich  a t  t ha t  t ime  was  H ighway  89 ,  and  go t  ove r  i n to  the  m ine  a rea .  And

t racked 'em th rough  the  m ine  a rea  a l l  t h rough  those  roads  sou th  o f  Tucson

and in to the southwestern par t  o f  Tucson.  In  fact  they were just  about  a

quar te r  o f  a  m i l e  sou th  o f  sec to r  headquar te rs  when  we  caugh t  ' em.

t , . l e l l  I ' l l  be  da rned .  How l ong  d i d  i t  t ake?

I t  t ook  abou t ,  oh ,  I  t h i nk  abou t  14  hou rs .

And  you  were  wa l  k ing  a '11  th i s  t ime?

No.  I f  you  ge t  some t racks  go ing  and  you  go t  enough  peop le ,  you  k ind  o f  l eap

f rog .  You  f i nd  some t racks  and  s tay  on  ' em"  and  a  guy  goes  ahead  o f  you  where

he  t h i nks  t hey  m igh t  come  ou t  and  he  t r i es  t o  f i nd ' em.  I f  he  f i nds  ' em  then

he ' l l  f o l l ow 'em,  and  you  go  ahead  o f  h jm  and  t r y  t o  f i nd  whe re  t he  t r acks  a re .

And  i f  J rou  f i nd  ' em  you  aga in  f o l l ow  ' em.  You  s tay  on  ' em ,  because  i f  he  can ' t

f ind 'em then you '1. |  have to  s tay on 'em unt i l  they come out .  l ' laybe they went

to  the  b rush  and  h id ing ,  any th ing .  Bu t  someone  has  to  s tay  on  the  t racks .

Do you have dogs to  hel  p  you out?

3.

M:
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No.

I t  mus t  t ake  p re t t y  good  sk i ' l ' l s  t o  be  ab le  to  fo l l ow  t racks  i n  t ha t  k ind  o f

a  te r ra in  -

0h ,  I  don ' t  know .

I  mean ,  how can  you  fo l l ow  the  t racks  i f  t hey  s tep  on  rocks ,  f o r  examp le?

What  do you 
' look 

for?

1 , ,1e11 ,  you  have  to  l ook  fo r  d i s tu rbed  ea r th ,  wh ich  i s  somet imes  p re t t y  d i f f i cu l t

i f  you  go t  a  l o t  o f  ca t t ' l e  a round .  S tepp in '  on  a  rock  i sn ' t  a  b i g  dea l  i f

i t ' s  a  sma l l  r ock , ' i t  has  to  be  a  p re t t y  good  rock  no t  t o  rnove  f rom h i s  we igh t ,

p re t t y  good  s i zed  rock  no t  t o  move  f rom h i s  we igh t .  I t ' s  no t  a l l  t ha t  rocky

a round  he re  un less  he  ge ts  p re t t y  h igh  up  i n  t he  moun ta r l ns .  A  few  wa lk  up

the re ,  bu t  t hey  even tua l l y  come ou t .  See ,  t h j s  a rea  he re  no r th  o f  Noga ' l es

go ing  toward  Tucson ,  t he  wa te rshed  a l l  l eads  i n to  the  San ta  Cruz  R ' i ve r ,  and

a1 l  you r  washes  run  i n  a  no r the r l y  d i rec t i on .  And  i t ' s  a ' lmos t  na tu ra l  f o r  any -

body  wa lk ing  to  even tua l l y  come ou t  a long  the  r i ve r .  Tha t r s  the  way  you

in i t i a l l y  s ta r t ,  by  check ing  the  obv ious  p laces .  These  pa r t i cu la r  ones  s tayed

up  h igh ,  bu t  we  found  ' em by  check ing  some o f  t he  p laces  where  they  usua ' l ' l y

wa" l k .  And  they  were  up  i n  t he  dese r t  mos t  o f  t he  t ime  where  i t  wasn ' t  a l l

that  rockyo and we were able to  t rack 'em.

You  sa id  tha t  you  spen t  two  yea rs  do ing  tha t  k ind  o f  work?

No ,  I  spen t  mos t  o f  my  yea rs  do ing  tha t  k ind  o f  work .

0h ,  r ea l  1y?

Yeah .

When  d id  you  s ta r t  wo rk ing  i n  t he  c i t y?

l ^ Ie11 ,  I  can ' t  r emember  the  yea rs  when  Conmiss ione r  Chapman  took  ove r .  He

made  a  concen t ra t i on  a t  t he  bo rde r  t r y ing  to  s top rem d i rec t l y  a t  t he  bo rde r ,

and  mos t  o f  ou r  e f fo r t s  sh i f t ed  to  the  bonder  and  the  town .  You  w i l l  i nva r t i ab l y

4.

C:

M:

C :

M .
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p i ck  up  more  a l i ens  i n  t own  t han  you  w i l l  ou t  i n  t he  va l l ey  by  t r ack ing .

And  the  emphas is  has  j us t  g radua l l y  sh i f t ed  to  the  bo rde r  i t se l f  and  the

town .  And  you  s t i l l  can  p i ck  up  more  a l i ens  i n  t own  o r  c lose  to  town .  You

s t i l l  have 'em wa l k i ng  ou t  i n  t he  va11ey ,  o f  cou rse ,  bu t  no t  as  many  as  you

have  i n  town .

Do  a l i ens  c rea te  a  b ig  p rob lem in  down town  Noga les?

You  mean  i1  1  ega l  a l  i ens  ?

I l l ega ' l  a l i ens ,  y€S .

Most  of  the downtown area is  set  up for  the Sonorans to  come over  and shop.

I ' d  say  i t  does .  The  PD  has  qu i t e  a  b i t  o f  t r oub le  w i t h  shop ' l i f t e r ^s ,  and

even the merchants have taken to  h i r ing Mexr lcan guards to  watch some of  the

hol  es .

To  wa tch  ho les?

To  wa tch  the  ho les  and  keep  peop le  f rom coming  ove r  wh i l e  t he  s to res  a re

open .  And  then  when  the  s to res  c lose ,  he  goes  home.

Tha t ' s  i n t e res t i ng .

We11 ,  you  can  see  t ha t  down  a t  t he  end  o f  Ne l son  S t ree t .  The re r l l  be  a  gua rd

s i t t i n r  t he re  on  t he  Mex i can  s i de  wa tch ing  t he  ho1es .  You  know ,  we r l l  pa t ch

'em up  one  day  and  the  nex t  day  they '11  be  open .

These  a re  ho les  i n  t he  fence?

Ho les  i n  t he  fence ,  yeah .

A re  the re  a  l o t  o f  t hese  ho les  i n  t he  fence?

0h  yeah ,  yeah .  You  j us t  can ' t  keep  up  w i th  them.  I t rd  take  a  coup ' l e  o f  men

fu ' l l  t ime  jus t  t o  keep  up  w ' i t h  t he  ho les .  And  we  don r t  have  tha t ,  we  j us t

use  a  man .  He  does  i t  pa r t  t ime ,  on  a  pa r t  t ime  bas i s .  He ' s  ou r  r egu1a r . . .

wha t  t hey  ca l l  a  mob i l e  equ ipmen t  se rv r l ce r .  He  takes  ca re  o f  ou r  veh i c les  and

the  a rea  a round  the  bu i l d ' i ng ,  p lus  the  fence .  So  he  has  qu i te  a  l o t  t o  do .

M :
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Bes ides  shop ' l i f t i ng ,  wha t  o the r  p rob lems  do  these  a l i ens  cause  i n  down town

No ga1 es ?

l , , l e l l ,  acco rd ing  to  the  PD and  the  Sher i f f  ' s  o f f i ce ,  t hey  b lame mos t  o f  t he

b reak ing  and  en t r i es  on  t he  i l l ega l  a l i ens ,  a l so .  I  don ' t  know  abou t  t ha t '

bu t  t ha t ' s  t he i r  s t a t i s t i c s .

Be  i n te res t i ng  to  ta l  k  t o  a  merchan t  ac tua l ' l y .

/ _ -Ves ._ l  We11 ,  t he  merchan t  wou ld  be  on  shop ' l  i f t i ng .  They  a l ' l  have  the i r

own  secu r i t y ,  t hey  do  ca tch  qu i te  a  few .  And  the  PD,  we l l  mos t  o f  t he  r i ngs ,

bu rg ' l a ry  r i ngs ,  t ha t  have  been  caugh t  s ince  I ' ve  been  he re  has  i nvo l ved

a lmos t  no th ing  bu t  a l i ens .  They  wou ld  ope ra te  somet imes  i n  gangs  coming

ove r  a t  n igh t  and  roaming  a round  and  h i t t i ng  a1 I  t he  ou t l y ' i ng  houses .  And

the  ones  tha t  have  been  caugh t  have  tu rned  ou t  t o  be  a l l  a l i ens .

l n lha t  expe r iences  tha t  you ' ve  had  work ing  i n  Noga les  pa r t i cu la r l y  s tand  ou t

i n  you r  m ind?  l r ' l ha t  i nc iden ts  wou ld  you  cons ide r  i n te res t i ng  o r  ou ts tand ing ,

memorabl  e?

0h ,  I  don ' t  know.  I  guess  to  me  t rack ing  i s  a lways ,  t ha t ' s  my  f i r s t  1ove ,

so  tha t ' s  a lways  i n te res t i ng ,  bu t  mos t l y  t o  me .  Un t i l  r ecen t l y  I  guess

the  mos t  i n te res t i ng  th ing  has  been  rea l l y  t he  na rco t i c  smugg l i ng .  And  o f

cou rse  tha t  wou ld  a lways  i nvo l ve  h igh  speed  chases  and  d raw ing  guns  and

arms  smugg le rs  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  And  so  I  wou ld  have  to  say  tha t  was

a l so  i n te res t i ng ,  t oo .

You ' ve  been  i nvo l ved  i n  t hose  k i nds  o f  i nc i den t s?

Yes ,  you  cou ldn ' t  be  s ta t i oned  he re  and  no t  be  i nvo l ved .  A t  one  t ime  Noga les

was . . . p robab ly  the re ' s  more  na rco t i cs  be ing  smugg ' l ed  th rough  Noga les  than

anywhere  e l se .  Tha t ' s  wha t  t he  Cus toms  and  DEA c la imed .  And  we  were

ca tch ing  ' em p robab ly  more  than  anybody  e l se ,  a t  one  t ime- -seve ra l  t housand

pounds  a  week ,  usua l l y .

6 .
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Cou ld  you  desc r ibe  a  coup le  o f  t hese  i nc iden ts  tha t  you ' ve  been

invo l ved  i n ,  j us t  t e l l  me  wha t  happened?

0h  gee ,  we l l ,  t hey  happen  a l l  d i f f e ren t  ways .  l , l e  had  senso rs  eve rywhere .

Somet imes  I ' ve  answered  usua l1y ,  and  a  pa r tne r  a t  n igh t ,  we '11  answer

senso rs  wh i ch  i nd i ca te  t he i r  r ou te  o f  t r ave l  and  go  i n  ahead  o f ' em  and

wa i t  f o r ' em in  some canyon  o r  some d raw,  somep lace  we  th ink  they ' re

gonna  wa lk .  And  i t ' . | 1  t u rn  ou t  t o  be  na rco t i cs  smugg le rs  usua l l y  f rom as

few as  two  o r  t h ree  up  to  20  o r  30  men ,  smugg l i ng  o r  ca r r y ' i ng  b ig  sacks

o f  ma r i j uana .  And  usua l l y  abou t  a1 ' l  you  can ldo ,  t hese  a re  a l l  i 11ega1

Mex i cans ,  t hey ' r e  j us t  wha t  we  ca l l  t he  mu le$ .  They ' r e  usua l l y  no t  r ea1 l y

the  guy  who 's  the  smugg le r ,  so  to  speak .  HeJs  no t  t he  guy  ac ross  the  l i ne

who  se ts  up  the  l oad  and  he ' s  no t  t he  guy  who  on  th i s  s ide  who  buys  i t .

And  he ' s  j us t  an  o ld  work ing  man ,  rea l l y  wha t  he  i s ,  usua l l y  t r y i ng  to  make

a  few  bucks .  Bu t  a l l  you  can  do  i n  tha t  s j t ua t i on  i s  j us t  g rab  somebody .

'Cause  as  soon  as  you  make  a  sound  they  d rop  eve ry th ing  and  j us t  run  l i ke

rabb i t s  back  fo r  t he  bo rde r .  So  you  j us t  g rab  one  o r  two  and  hang  on  to  ' em.

Usua l l y  t he re ' s  no  v io lence  i nvo l ved  i n  tha t .  Somet imes  the re  i s .  We  had

one  boy  he re  who ,  t hey  weren ' t  a rmed ,  bu t  he  j us t  abou t  go t  run  ove r .

They were t ry ing to  get  past  h im.  In  fact ,  he d id get  knocked down.  There

was  j us t  so  many  o f ' em they  j us t  d ropped  eve ry th ing  and  ran  back  h i s  way

in  a  l i t t l e  na r row  canyon ,  and  he  j l s t  go t  knocked  down  and  run  ove r .

A  Borde r  Pa t ro l  agen t?

Yeah .  t , l e ' ve  had  i nc iden ts  down  in  l t he  tunne l .  We  have  two  tunne ls

coming  f rom Mex ico  i n to  the  Un i ted  p ta tes  and  they ' re  ma in ' l y  j us t  d ra ' i n

tunne ' l s ,  f l ood  tunne ls ,  and  they ' re  senso red .  And  a  few  yea rs  ago  we  had

two boys that  answered the sensor ,  they went  down in  separate p ' laces,  and

the  one  who  wen t  f u r thes t  t o  t he  sou th  caugh t  f ou r  a l i ens .  And  they  had
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heard the one to  the nor th and got  scared and dropped everyth ing and came

back -  One  o f ' em was  a rmed  and  he  sho t  a t  ou r  agen t  seve ra l  t imes .  They

exchanged  gun f f re ,  t he  smugg le r  go t  h i t  i n  t he  a rm.  Tha t ' s  k ind  o f  a  bad

p lace  to  do  any th ing ,  and  you  eve r  ge t  sho t  down  the re  you 'd  neve r  ge t  ou t .

There 's  no way to  get  a  vehic ' le  down there,  and / - theyJ 
" i ther  

have to

ca r ry  you  a  coup le  o f  m i l es  on  a  s t re t che r  o r  ge t  you  up  th rough  a  l i t t l e

o l ' na r row  manho1e .  And  we ' ve  had  shoo t i ngs  i nvo l v i ng  some  o f  t hese  canyons

usua l l y  where  they  wou ' l d  come th rough  the  fence  i n  the i r  ca r  and  be  a rmed ,

and  when  they 'd  see  ou r  ca r ,  t hey 'd  j us t  s ta r t  shoo t i ng .  l n le  had  two  guys

sho t  and  one  veh j c l e  sho t  up  qu ' i t e  a  b i t  i n  an  j nc i den t  l i ke  t ha t .  Mos t  o f

my  i nc i den t s  have . . . I ' ve  neve r  even  been  i nvo l ved  i n  a  shoo t i ng .  I ' ve  go t t en

severa l  who have been armed,  but  they 've never  at tempted to  use the i r

weapons .  And  I  t h ink  a l l  t he  a rmed  inc iden ts  I ' ve  had  have  a lways  i nvo l ved

ca rs .

Have  you  eve r  pu l l ed  you r  gun?

We11 ,  usua l l y  when  you ' r e  dea l i ng  w i t h  a  na rco t i c s  smugg le r ,  he ' s  commi t t i ng

a  f e l ony  and  qu i t e  o f t en  he ' s  a rmed .  You 'd  be  f oo l i sh  no t  t o  pu11  you r  gun .

There ' s  no  such  th ing  as  a  mov ie  fas td raw,  you ' re  supposed  to  be  p repa red .

They  don ' t  usua l l y  have  much  respec t  f o r  i t ,  t hey  usua l l y  r un .  (Chuck les )

l , l h i ch  you  can r t  t o  any th ing  abou t .  Bu t  i t ' s  j us t  t o  p ro tec t  you rse l f .

They  know tha t  p robab ly  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  shoo t .

t , Je l l ,  we  can ' t  shoo t .

You  can ' t  shoo t .

No ,  you  can ' t  shoo t  a t  anybody  runn ing  f rom you .  You  can  j us t  use  you r

weapon  to  de fend  you rse l f  o r  a  fe1 low  o f f i cen .  You  can ' t  shoo t  anybody

running.  Now they seem to know that ,  too.
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Have  you  dea ' l t  w i t h  pa r t i cu l a r  sad  s i t ua t i ons  w i t h  a l i ens ,  f am i l i es

pe rhaps  tha t  you ' ve  app rehended  who  had  a  ha rdsh ip  case ,  any th ing  l i ke  th i s?

0h ,  I  f i nd  tha t  mos t  o f  t he  a l  i ens  a re ,  t hey  do  have  a  ha rdsh ip '  t he

ma jo r i t y  o f ' em ,  o r  e l se  t hey  wou ldn ' t  be  com ing  ove r  he re .  And  t he  ave rage

one  o f  ' em i s  ove r  he re  bas i ca l l y  j us t  t o  ra to rk .  P robab ' l y  wha t  you  o r  t he

newspapers  wou ld  ca l l  a  ha rdsh ip  case ,  I  don ' t .  They  guy ,  t he  young  man

who 's  mar r i ed  to  an  Amer i can  c i t i zen  and  he  has  a  fam i l y ,  and  j us t  because

she ' s  300  pounds  and  10  yea rs  o l , de r  t han  h im ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t he re ' s  any  l ove

invo l ved  and  I  can ' t  r ea l ' l y  have  much  sympa thy  fo r  h im .  And  he ' s  on  we l fa re

and  been  on  we l fa re .  And  qu i te  o f ten  you  run  i n to  tha t  t ype  o f  case ,  wh ich

usua l l y  doesn ' t  i nvoke  any . . . o r  you  don ' t  f ee l  sympa the t i c  t oward .  A l l  you

rea l l y  f ee l  so r r y  fo r  a re  i us t  t he  ave rage  o ld  work jng  man  who 's  t r y ing  to

make  h i s  way  no r th ,  and  he  means  nobody  any  ha rm,  he ' s  no t  l i ke l y  t o  s tea l

f rom you ,  he ' l l  ask  you  fo r  someth ing  to  ea t ,  and  he ' s  bas j ca l ' l y  hones t .  He

justs  wants to  work.  Those are the ones the I  fee l  sorry  for ,  and most  of

the  o the r  f e l l ows  do  too .  They ' re  j us t  rea l l y  no th ing  bu t  hones t ,  ha rdwork ing

peop le ,  bas i ca ' I 1y .  They ' re  b reak ing  a  l aw  by  l eav ing  the i r  coun t r y .  Bu t  t o

me  they ' r e  t he  sad  cases .  And  a l so  when  you  p i ck ' em up ,  up  no r t h ,  and

they ' r e  be ing  exp ' l o i t ed ,  and  I ' ve  seen 'em i n  Phoen j x  and  Ca l ' i f o rn i a  when  I ' ve

been  on  de ta i l ,  whe re  t hey ' r e  l i v i ng  i n  p i gpens  and  ch i cken  coops  and  dog

houses  and  they ' re  pay ing  them a  coup le  d f  do1 ' l a rs  a  day .  And  to  me  those

a re  t he  sad  cases .  And  t hey ' 11  chea t ' en f  ou t  o f  t he  money  t hey  owe  ' em,  and

ye t  t hey  c la im  to  be  the i r  f r i end .  They  ca l l  ' em bno the r  and  they  ge t  w i th

the  newspape rs  and  say  how  we 'ne  p i ck i n '  on ' em- -bu t  t hey  don ' t  say  wha t

t hey ' r e  do ing  and  whe re  t hey ' r e  mak ing  ' $m  l i ve  and  wha t  t hey ' r e  pay ing  ' em .

9 .
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M :  I s  t he re  any  one  pa r t i cu la r  case  tha t  you  remember?  As  you  desc r ibe  these

c i r cums tances f  any  case  i n  pa r t i cu la r  t ha t  s tands  ou t ,  go ing  to  one  o f

these  a reas  where  these  peop le  a re  exp lo i t ed  tha t  way?

0h ,  I  r emember  a  case  i n  Ca l i f o rn fa  when  I  was  on  de ta f l  t ha t  eve ry  s ing le

pe rson  they  had  work ing  fo r ' em was  i [ l ega ' | ,  excep t  t he  fo reman .  And  the re

was  one  who le  fam i l y  t ha t  came ou t ,  and  we  p i cked  up  p robab ly  abou t  20

peop le  the re .

l ^ l as  th i s  a  ranch?

I t  was  a  ranch .  I t  was  a . . .we l l ,  a  v i neya rd .  And  t he  f o reman  a l l  t he  way

from the grandmother ,  the grandfather  down to the l i t t lest  two or  three-year-

o l d  was  cuss in '  us  ou t  and  ca l l i ng  us  names  and  t e l l i ng  us  how  bad  we  we re .

And  they  were  the i r  b ro the rs .  These  peop le  weren ' t  Span ' i sh ,  t hey  were

S ic i l i an ;  bu t  t hey  were  the i r  b ro the rs  and  we  were  the  v i l l a i ns .  And  they

wou ldn ' t  l e t  anybody  see  where  they  l i ved .  They  d idn ' t  wan t  anybody  to  see

where  they  1 i ved .  They  wan ted  to  go  ge t  t he i r  c l o thes  and  s tu f f  by  them-

se l ves  and  b r i ng  i t  ou t .  Th i s  was  a  f ew  yea rs  ago .  A t  t ha t  t ime  an  a l i en

cou ld  p robab ly  ea rn  $35  a  day  and  up  p i ck ing  w ine  g rapes .  You  know,  you  j us t

M .

p i ck  ' em  and  t hpow 'em i n  a  b i g  gondo la .  And  mos t  o f  t he  guys  who  p i ck  up

rea l ' l y  hus t l e .  They ' r e  j us t  r unn ing ,  t hey r l l  be  p i ck i n '  g rapes ,  pu t ' em

in  a  bucke t ,  and  then  he t l l  r un  w j th  the  bucke t  t o  t he  gondo la  then  he ' . l 1

run  back  t o  t he  v i nes  and  he ' l l  be  p i ck i n ' .  And  a t  t ha t  t ime  j us t  abou t

a l l  o f ' em  go t  a t  l eas t  $35  bucks  a  day .  I t ' s  a  coope ra t i ve  t h i ng ,  t hey  ge t

a  pe rcen tage  o f  t he  p ro f i t s  f rom the  gondo la .

Tha t ' s  i n te res t i ng  i n  i t se l f  t ha t  t hey  wou fd  do  i t  t ha t  way .

We11 ,  anyway ,  t hey  pa id ' em,  and  one  o f  t hF  guys  l ooked  a t  t he  guy ' s  check

and  he  had  l i ke  f i ve  days  coming  o r  wha tevp r .  So  he  shou ld ' ve  go t  f i ve

t imes  $35"  bu t  he  had  j us t  abou t  ha l  f  t ha t  amoun t .  And  the  guy  asked  h im ,
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"F 'o r  how many  days  i s  t ha t? "  And  he  to ld  h im .  He  SayS.  "Ho1y  macke re ' l  '

you  shou ld ' ve  go t  more  than  tha t . "  Then  they  i umped  on  us .  "You  go t  no

r i gh t  t o  l ook  a t  t ha t  man ts  check .  Wha t ' r e  you  do ing ' l ook ing  a t  t ha t

man 's  check?"  And  they  i us t  had  ano the r  f i t .

The owners?

The  owners ,  yeah .  Bu t  t hey  were  rea l1y  exp lo i t i ng  those  poo r  peop le .  l r l e

fe l t  bad  abou t  t ha t .  Jus t  so  many  o f  ' em do .

D id  you  see  the  t ype  o f  hous ing  tha t  t hey  l i ved  i n?

No ,  I  d idn ' t  pe rsona ' | 1y ,  someone  e l se  wen t .  h {e  had  so  many  tha t  we  had  to

have  some peop le  gua rd ing  them and  some peop le  go  w i th  the  owners  to  ge t

the i r  be long ings .  Bu t  on  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  de ta i t  where  I  saw more  peop le

l  i v i ng  i n  p i gpens  and  ch ' i c ken  coops ,  i t  j u s t . . . r ea11y  s ' i c ken ing .  I  can ' t

imag ine  peop le  mak ing  o the r  peop le  do  tha t .

Th i s  was  on  ano the r  occas ion  when  you  saw peop ' l e  l i v i ng  i n  t hese  p igpens ,  as

you  ca l l  t hem?

These  pa r t i cu l a r  a l ' i ens  we ren ' t  l i v i ng  i n  p i gpens  t ha t  I  know  o f ,  bu t  I  have

seen  ' em l i v i ng  i n  p i gpens .

I n  Ca l i f o rn i a?

0ve r  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a ,  and  I  saw  some  i n  Phoen i x .

In  Phoen ix  a l so .  Cou ld  you  desc r ibe  wha t  you  saw in  those  pa r r t i cu la r  p laces?

l , . I e11 ,  you ' ve  seen  a  p i gpen  i t se l f ,  i t r s  j us t  l i ke  a  l i t t l e  co r ra l .  You  know ,

you  have  a  boa rd  fence 'o r  a  w i re  fence .  I  r emember  the  one  i n  Phoen ix .

par t icu ' lar1y,  had a board fence and the fences was very c lose together ,

mo reso  t han  an  o rd i na ry  co r ra l .  And " i t  had  a  b i g  ya rd  wh i ch  was  a l l  muddy ,

and  i t  had  a  o ld  p ig  shed  wh ich  was  p robab ly  abou t  s i x  by  s i x  o r  maybe  e igh t

by  e igh t ,  w i th  a  sma l l  en t rance  abou t  t h ree  fee t  h iEh .  And  the re  was  abou t
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f ou r  o r  f i ve  a l i ens  l i v f ng  i n  i t .  They  had  b i g  shee ts  o f  ca rdboa rd  t ha t

they  were  l ay ing  on  and  they  had  a l l  t he i r  c l o thes  i n  t he re .  And  tha t ' s

whe re  t h i s  o l d  boy  pu t  ' em .  And  i t ' s ,  I  guess  i t ' s  a  p rob lem you  neve r

hea r  abou t .  t l l e  p i ck ' em up  and  t hey ' r e  l i v i ng  i n  a  ch i cken  coop  o r  a  p i gpen

o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t ,  o r  some th ing  wo rse ,  and  we  don ' t  hea r  much  abou t  i t .

Un fo r tuna te l y  we  p robab ly  shou ld  ca l l  t he  newspaper  and  have 'em take  p i c tu res .

We 'd  l i ke  t o ,  anyway .

Wha t  s tops  you  f rom do ing  tha t?

0h ,  I  don ' t  know ,  you ' r e  j us t  do ing  you r  j ob - -p i ck  r em uP  and  p rocess  ' em  and

send  ' em back .

Any  o the r  i nc iden ts  tha t  s tand  ou t  i n  you r  m ind?

0h ,  I  don ' t  know,  I  can  remember  one  a l i en  I  neve r  caugh t .  I  swear  he  mus t ' ve

been  one  o f  t hose  Ind ians .  Down  a round  Ch ihuahua  they  go t  t h i s  b ig  canyon

they  1  i ve  i n .

0h ,  Ta rahumaras .  They ' re  famed  fo r  be ing  runners .

Yeah .  He  was  d ressed  i n  a  wh i te  pan ts  and  a  wh i te  sh i r t  and  he  had  a  red

bandana .  I  saw  h jm  and  he 'd  seen  me"  and  he  d i dn ' t  even  wo r r y  abou t j t ,  you

know.  I  t r i ed  t o  chase  h im  on  f oo t  and  he  j us t  l oped  l i ke  a  dee r .  And  I ! d

ge t  i n  my  veh ic ' l e  and  I ' d  chase  h im  on  a  veh ic le .  You  go t  f ences  a round

he re  so  he ' d  a lways  pu t  a  f ence  o r  two  be tween  us  and  he 'd  hop 'em j us t  l i ke

a  dee r .  He ' s  unbe l i evabJe .  t su t  anyway "  h€ ' d  s tay  ahead  o f  me  a l l  t he  t ime .

And so I  got  some help f rom th is  guy.  He came up and went  the way he d id and

I  wen t  no r th  t r y ing  to  cu t  h im  o f f .  l n l e  wa i ted  fo r  qu i te  a  wh i ' l e ,  and  so  I

came back  sou th  th ink ing ,  "We ' l ' 1 ,  he  mus t ' ve  cu t  o f f  and  gone  somewhere  e l se . "

And  I  was  ta ' l k i ng  to  a  rancher  the re  and  I  l ooked  up  i n  the  h i l l s  and  I  saw

a  wh i te  spo t ,  and  he  was  l ay ing  the re  wa tch ing  the  guy  to  the  sou th .  And

I  ca l l ed  h im  and  I  sa i d ,  " I  t h i nk  t ha t  guy ' s  wa tch ing  you  op  wa i t i ng  f o r  you . "

IZ .
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And  he  says ,  " I  t hough t  I  hea rd  somebody  s ing ing . "  So  they  guy  was

s ' i ng ing  t o  h im ,  se renad ' i ng  h im .

He  go t  away  tha t  even ing  and  I  p i cked  up  h i s  t racks  aga in  the  nex t

day .  And  he  was  qu ' i t e  a  b i t  no r th .  And  I  t r i ed  the  same th ing ,  I  t r i ed

to  ge t  c l ose  t o  h im  w i t h  t he  veh i c l e ,  as  c l ose  as  I  cou ld  w j t h  t he  veh i c l e ,

wh i ch  he  wou ldn ' t  l e t  me  do .  And  t hen  I  t r i ed  chas ing  h im  on  f oo t ,  bu t

about  every s tep I  took he gained about  two.  And i t  was up around the

Canoa  Ranch  i n  tha t  a rea ,  up  no r th  o f  Namoto .  And  the  va ' l 1ey  i s  shaped ,

we l l ,  I  i ke  a  va l l ey ,  I  i ke  a  b ig  bow ' l  .  And  I  was  up  on  one  s ide  and  I

cou ld  see  h j s  p rog ress  ac ross  the  va l l ey  go ing  wes t  and  go ing  up  the  o the r

s ide .  And I  had another  fe l low come up and he lp ,  and he  was t ry ing  to  head

h im o f f ,  ' cause he  went  across  the  h ighway and across  the  r i ver  and across

the  h ighway.  And he  go t  across  the  h ighway and across  the  r i ver  and across

the highway. And he got across the h ' ighway and he started heading north

aga in .  And  i t ' s  a l1  up  and  down there ,  j us t  up  and  down.  And  I ' d  te l l

th is  o l '  boy  in  h is  jeep where  to  s top  to  ge t  ahead o f  h im,  ' cause I  cou ld

see  h im w i th  b inocu la rs - -a  l i t t l e  o1 'wh i te  speck .  And  f i r s t  t ime  we jus t

missed h im,  come up jus t  beh ind  h jm,  the  t im ing  was o f f .  So  we came up

ahead o f  h im the  nex t  t ' ime,  and every  t ' ime when I  chased h im I 'd  ye11 a t

h im to  s top ,  he 'd  go ,  "Anda le . "  (Laugh te r )  Jus t  I i ke  in  the  ca r toons .

"An {a_ le " - - j us t  i nv i t i ng  me  to  chase  h im .  And  when  th i s  o the r  guy  ye1 led  a t

h im ,  t he  o l d  boy ,  he  wen t ,  "Anda le , "  he  j us t  t ook  o f f  l i ke  a  r abb i t .  And

he  chased  h im  fo r  a  l ong  t ime ,  and  I  cou ld  see  bo th  o f ' em  eve ry  once  i n  a

wh i l e .  And  once  t ime  the  o ld  boy  he  wa ' i t ed  fo r  h im ,  t he  a l i en  wa i ted  fo r

h im .  And  I  cou ld  see  h jm  up  on  a  r i dge  and  he  was  sk i pp ing  rocks .  He  was

jus t  p lay r ' ng  w i th  h im .  (Laugh te r )  He  go t  up  c lose  to  h im  a  second  t ime
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and  he  says ,  "You  can ' t  ge t  dwdy r  s top . "  And  the  o ld  boy ,  "4 !99 f9 . "

He  jus t  t ook  o f f .  l ^ | e  neve r  d jd  ca tch  h im .

1 , ,1e11 ,  i t ; seems  funny  now,  bu t  a t  t he  t ime  d f  d  you  th ink  i t  was  funny?

0h  yeah ,  i t  was  funny .  I t ' s  no t  so  funny  when  you ' re  chas ing  ' em on  foo t

and  you  can ' t  ge t  away .  Bu t  i t  ge ts  to  be  funny  rea l  qu i ck ,  You  know,

soon  as  you  ca tch  you r  b rea th .

t^ las that  in  the summert ime?

Yeah .

Mus t ' ve  been  ho t  ou t  t he re .

Yeah .  A l l  he  had  was  j us t  a  sh i r t  and  pan ts  and  th i s  red  bandana  on  h i s

head .  He  wasn ' t  ca r r y ing  any  wa te r  o r  any  c lo thes  o r  any th ing .  We l ' 1 ,  as

fas t  as  he  cou ld  r un ,  he  d i dn ' t  need  i t .

Do  a  l o t  o f  peop ' l e  do  tha t - -wa lk  on  foo t  f rom Noga les  to  Tucson  o r  Phoen ix?

0h  yeah ,  su re  do .  The  t rend  has  go t ten  now more  towards  smugg f ing .  You

have  more  peop le  ac ross  the  l i ne  who  w i l l  t r y  t o  se t  up  a  smugg l i ng  l oad

because  i t ' s  so  p ro f i t ab le ,  bu t  you  s t i l l  have  qu i te  a  few  wa lk ' i ng ,  t ha t  t r y

to get  through by wa' lk ' ing.  Qui te  a few.

Wha t ' s  t he  sys tem i n  o rgan i z i ng  a  l i t t l e  g roup  t o  be  smugg led  i n  on  a

veh i c l  e  ?

0h ,  i t  va r i es ,  you  know.  We go t  one  guy  who  goes  down  to  M ichoacdn  and  h i res

people out  o f  one v i ' l ' lage.  That  way he knows we can never  put  anybody,  you

know, an in formant  in  wi th  h is  group.  Everybody knows everybody e lse.

You ' ve  go t  t ha t  me thod .  And  you ' ve  go t ,  oh ,  eve ry th ing  ve ry  casua lo  where

he  j us t  s tands  ove r  t he re  and  wa tches  tem come o f f  t he  bus  and  says ,  " I ' J l

ge t  you  no r th  to  Phoen jx  fo r  a  hundred  bucks . "  He ' l l  ge t  a  ca r load .  Some

o f ' em w i l l  t r y  t o  ge t ' em  to  Phoen i x "  so f i e  o f ' em  w i l l  j u s t  t ake ' em ac ross

the  l i ne  and  l ose ' em,  l eave 'em.  Abou t  a  yea r  o r  two  ago  t hey  had  two  k i l l ed .
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The  guy ,  we  be l  i eve  apparen t l y  he  j us t  b rough t  ' em ac ross  on  tha t  p re tex t

tha t  he  was  gonna  take  ' em no r th ,  and  sho t  ' em bo th ,  l e f t  ' em.  The

sher i f f ' s  o f f i ce  found  the  man  who  d id  j t ,  bu t  t he  i n fonman t  who  in fo rmed

on h im was in  M6xico and they never  could get  the two together .  So he

wen t  f ree  back  to  M6x ico .  They  tu rned  h im  ove r  t o  the  Mex ican  po l i ce ,  and

what  happened to h im then I  don ' t  know.  You even have some smugglers who

w j l l  gua ran tee  ' em a  r i de  fo r  t he  $100  o r  $200  do l ' l a r s  to  Phoen ' i x  o r

wherever  they want  to  go,  Utah or  Colorado.  I f  they pay and they keep the i r

mou th  shu t  i f  t hey ' re  caugh t ,  t hey '11  g i ve  ' em ano the r  r i de  and  gua ran tee

h ' im  passage- - i ron -c l  ad  gua ran tee .

I 'm  cu r ious  abou t  you r  f i r s t  name,  I l a r i o  .

15 .
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Is your mother Mexican American?

No,  my  fa the r ' s  Cos ta  R ican .

Your  fa the r ' s  Cos ta  R ican .  Tha t  exp l  a t ' ns  t i t .

Yeah.  He came to th is  country  when he was about  twenty-one.  Yeah,  he was

born  and  ra i sed  i n  Cos ta  R ica .

I  see .  And  h i s  name i s  Chamber la in?

Yeah .

Tha t ' s  i n te res t i ng .  And  youn  mo the r ,  where  ' i s  she  f rom?

She ' s  a  Ken tucky  h i l 1b i11y .  They  me t  j n  co l l ege .

I  have  an  i n te res t  i n  t he  Appa lach ian  d r€q ,  t he  peop le  who  l i ve  the re "

tha t ' s  a  fasc ina t i ng  a rea .  I ' d  l i ke  to  do  some-s tudy  o f  t ha t  a rea  some

t ime  i n  t he  f u tune .  R igh t  now  I 'm  do ing  t h i s ,  bu t  some t ime  I ' d  l ' i ke  t o

move up there and spend some t ime there.

Yeah ,  i t  wou ld  be  i n te res t i ng .  Her  mo the r  i s  I nd ian ,  Cherokee  Ind ian .

I s  t ha t  r i  gh t?

How she  eve r  go t  t o  Ok lahoma"  I  don t t  know ,  bu t . . .
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tha t .  [ ^ le  ge t  qu i te  a  few coming south  th rough here  go ing  home,  and process

them.

0h ,  you  p ick  'em up  i f  they ' re  coming  sou th?

Yeah.  Not  a lways .  Qu i te  o f ten  t^ te ' re  jus t  too  busy .  But  they ' re  no t  too

hard  to  spot .  Southbound,  what  we ca l ' l  sou thbound 1oad,  qu i te  o f ten  i t rs

jus t  the  ranchers  b r ing ing 'em home.  And  he ' ' l l  p i ck 'em up  nex t  sp r ing ,  too ,

won ' t  he?  Same ones .  Bu t  usua l ' l y  we ' re  jus t  too  busy  to ;  they ' re  go ing

home anyway.  And a l l  we do ,  jus t  make a  record  o f tem.  So wer re  jus t  de lay-

ing  'em fo r  an  hour  o r  two ,  tha t 'a  abou t  a l l .  So  usua l ' l y  we  jus t  have  too

much to do to t ry to even pick lem up.

16 .

You  have  an  ' i n te res t i  ng  backg round .

- I t ' s  l i ke  mos t  Amer i cans ,  w€ ' r e  a l l  m i xed .

Tha t ' s  t r ue ,  t he re ' s  such  a  b i g  m ix tu re .  We11 ,  t he  mos t  i n t e res t i ng  pa r t

o f  t hese  i n te rv iews  o f  cou rse  a re  the  expe r iences  o f  peop ' l e ,  t he  j nc iden ts

tha t  you  were  desc r ib ing  a re  a l ' l  ve ry  i n te res t i ng .  I  wonder  i f  you  can

th ink  o f  ano the r  one .  These  k inds  o f  s to r i es  a re  o f  g rea t  human  in te res t .

And  i f  you  can  th ink  o f  any th ' i ng  e | l se  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  te l l  me  abou t .

Gee ,  I  don ' t  know .  I t ' s  l i ke  I  sa i d  be fo re ,  i t ' s  a lmos t  l i ke  a  BS  sess ion - -

one  guy  te l l s  a  s to ry  tha t  makes  you  th ink  o f  one .

I t  j us t  t r i gge rs ,  i  know.  I  know,  tha t ' s  when  they  come ou t .

Yeah .

I  know wha t  you ' re  say ing .

l ' l e  ge t  a  l o t  o f  sou thbound  a l j ens  who  have  worked  i . n  Co lo rado  and  Idaho .

I daho  be l  i eve  i t  o r  no t  has  a  l a rge  i 1 ' l ega1  a l i en  popu la t i on ,  mos t ' l y  wo rk i ng

in  po ta to  f i e lds .  Bu t  l i ke  eve rywhere  e l se  i n  t he  coun t r y  they ' re  a l so

adop t i ng  sk i ' l l s ,  t oo ,  you  know- -we lde rs  and  b r i c k l aye rs  and  t h i ngs  l i ke
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We1 ' l  ,  I  guess  I ' 11

you very much for

I  ea rned  someth fng

You'  re  wel  come.

tu rn  o f f  t he  tape  reco rde r

ag ree ing  to  take  the  t ime  to

and  i ' ve  en joyed  i t .  Thank

now. I  want  to  thank

th i s  i n t e r v i ew .  I ' ve

ve ry  much .

17.
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