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E.  N .  (N ICKY)  CUNNINGHAM
by  Sarah  E -  John

May 8, 1979

J : The  f i r s t  t h ing  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  i s  when  and  where  you  were

born .

I  was  bo rn  November  the  l z th ,  1889 ,  nea r  To ledo ,  I l ' l i no i s .

Can  you  te ' | 1  me  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you r  pa ren ts r  backg round ,

you r  dad  and  wha t  he  d id  fo r  a  l i v i ng  and  wha t  have  you?

My  fa the r ,  S i l as  N fccum,  was  bo rn  i n  1850 .  When  the

C iv i l  War  s ta r ted ,  h i s  f a the r  I saac  N iccum,  and  h i s  e lde r  b ro the r

jo ined the Nor thern Army.  Father  ran away f rom home,  c la imed he

was  16  yea rs  o ' l d ,  j o ined  the  Un ion  A rmy  and  was  g i ven  the  pos i t i on

o f  d rummer  boy .  H is  en l i s tmen t  was  sho r t .  H i s  fa the r  was  i n

the  same ba t ta l i on  and  sen t  h i s  12  yea r  o ld  son  back  home.

Grandfather  Isaac was t ra ined as a lawyer  but  dec ided to  become a

fa rmer .  H i s  w i fe ,  one  o f  t h ree  F rede r i ck  s i s te rs ,  descendan ts  o f

F rede r i ck  the  Grea t ,  d ied ,  l eav ing  two  ch i l d ren .  The  two  sp ins te r

s is ters  refused to speak to  her  fami ly .  For  1,2 years we passed

w i th in  20  fee t  o f  t he i r  f r on t  ga te  on  ou r  way  to  town .  The i r

faces were a lways turned the other  way.

I  was  a  tw in .  My  s i s te r  was  b lue -eyed ,  t he  on ' l y  b lue -eyed  ch i l d

in  ou r  f am i l y  f andJ  had  beau t i f u l  b lond  cu r l s .  A t  18  mon ths  she

passed  away .  The  ne ighbors  wou ld  l ook  a t  me  sad ly  and  say ,  " I sn ' t

i t  t oo  bad  the  p re t t i es t  and  the  smar tes t  one  had  to  d ie . "  I

d idn ' t  know wha t  I  had  done ,  bu t  f e l t  so  gu i l t y .  They  were  r i gh t

abou t  t he  smar tes t .  t , | e  dec ided  to  fo l l ow  the  o lde r  ch i Jd ren  who

t ^ .
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l e f t  w i th  the i r  l unch  bucke ts  fo r  schoo l .  E the l  t ook  he r  l i t t l e

sand  bucke t  bu t  I  t ook  my  mo the r ' s  o ld  shoe ,  Mo the r  f ound  us

a lmos t  a  qua r te r  o f  a  m i l e  f r om home"  s i t t i ng  on ,a  b r i dge  w i t h

ou r  f ee t  dang l  i ng  ove r  a  rush ing  fou r - foo t  deep  s t ream.  I  was

supposed  to  s ta r t  schoo l  a t  f i ve ,  bu t  s ince  I  cou ld  a l ready  read

my  b ro the r ' s  p r imer  f rom cove r  t o  cove r ,  t hey ' l e t  me  s ta r t  be fo re

I  was  f i ve .

My  fa the r  dec ided  to  go  Wes t .  t n le  had  a  sa le .  The  f i r s t  t r ead le

sew ing  mach ine  tha t  had  a  copper  p laque  o f  Je f fe rson  and  Howe was

so1d ,  wh i l e  we  kep t  t he  new Sears  Roebuck  mach ine .  A  ta l l  s i x - foo t

sp inn ing  whee ' l  and  a  sma l l  one ,  a  ree le r ,  t ha t  caugh t  t he  th read

as  i t  was  spun ,  wen t  on  sa le .  My  mo the r  t ook  a  goody  p r i n t  t ha t

sa id  "Mar tha "  on  i t .  I  sa i d ,  "You  w i l l  no t  se l l  my  f a the r r s  f i r s t

w ' i f e ' s  p i c t u re . "  (My  f a tne r ' s  f i r s t  w i f e  was  named  Mar tha . )

She  rep l i ed ,  "Th i s  i s  on l y  a  p r i n t . "  I  go t  ou t  i n  t ime  t o  g rab

my  l i t t l e  red  rocke r  f rom the  auc t i oneer .  We  le f t  many  th ings  i n

the  house  i nc lud ing  my  g rand fa the r ' s  l aw  books ,  wh ich  were  l e f t  i n

a  she l f  ups ta i r s .  When  t he  cha r te red  f r e i gh t  ca r  was  f i t l ed  t he re

was  space  fo r  a l l  t hese  th ings .

My father  ended up wi th  two hote ls  and a restaurant  in  Snyder ,

0k lahoma.  The re  I  me t  Quanah  Parke r ,  a  ta l1 ,  handsome man  tha t

I  t ook  fo r  one  o f  t he  ranchers  un t i l  he  took  o f f  h i s  ha t "  I  saw

long  b ra i ds  co i l ed  on  t op  o f  h i s  head .  He  had  impeccab le  manne rs .

He  wou ld  no t  t a l k  t o  a  12 -yea r -o ld  g i r l  w i thou t  remov ing  h i s  ha t .

2.
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He had  s i x  w i ves ,  bu t  one  on l y  be

handsome son ,  Ba ldw in ,  t ha t  I  had

3.

b r o u g h t  w i t h

q u i t e  a  c r u s h

h i m .  H e  h a d  a

o n .

I n  1 9 0 5  a  c y c l o n e  l e v e l e d  t w o  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  M y  f a t h e r  f e d

2 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s .

J :  Can  I  i n te r rup t  you  fo r  a  m inu te  and  ask  you  wha t  yea r  t h i s  was

when you moved to 0k lahoma? Do you recal ' l  ?

C :  L902 .  1905  i s  when  tha t  cyc ' l  one  /  h i t  / .  When  h i s  money  ran  ou t ,

the Red Cross had set  up headquar ters  by th is  t ime and took over .

Twen ty -one  merchan ts  dec ided  to  go  Nor th  to  No-Man 's  Land  and  f i l e

on  c l a im .  No -Man ' s  Land ,  so  ca l l ed  because  f o r  so  l ong  i t  be longed

to  no  one .  Kansas  wou ldn ' t  have  i t  because  i t  was  be low  the

Iv lason -D ixon  I  i ne .  Ok lahoma Ter r i t oy  wou ldn ' t  have  i t  because  i t

was  above  the  Mason-D ixon  l i ne .  Kansas  was  w i th  the  Nor th  and

Ok lahoma was  w i th  the  Sou th  du r ing  the  war .  No - l r l an ' s  Land ,  o r  t he

Panhand le ,  was  a  l and  o f  r a t t l esnakes ,  p ra i r i e  dogs ,  he rds  o f

w i l d  ho rses  and  an te l opes ,  coyo tes ,  and  occas iona l l y  a  wo1 f .  A t

f i r s t  t he  p ra i r i e  was  cove red  w i th  q reen  g rass .  They  even  cu t  wha t

they  ca1 ' l ed  p ra i r i e  hay  i n  t he  swa les .  l ^ J i1d  geese  and  p ra i r i e

ch i cken  were  p1  en t i  f u l  .

The re  were  no  schoo ls .  I  r emember  s tand ing  on  one  s ide  o f  a  w i re

fence  and  t e l l i ng  a  ne ighbo r ,  " I  t h i nk  I ' ' l l  d i e  i f  I  can ' t  go  t o

co l l ege .  I  t h i nk  I ' l l  j u s t  d i e . "  She  sa r ' d ,  "You  can  go .  I

wo rked  my  way  th rough  co11ege . "



E .  N .  ( N I C K Y )  C U N N I N G H A M

I  went  to  the nearby town and got  a  job in  a restaurant .

How ol  d  were you then?

0h ,  p robab ly  a ' lmos t  L6 "  o r  may  have  been  1 .6 .

And  you  hadn ' t  a t t ended  schoo l  a t  a l l  du r i ng  these  yea rs ,  o r

had  you?

4.

J :

C :

J :

. I .

l - .

J :

C :

|de11 ,  t he re  were  no  schoo ' l s  ou t  t he re

So you learned f rom your  parents?

No ,  I  r ead  a l l  t he  t ime ,  you  know,  and

read.  Not  that  I  wanted to  read them,

ava i l ab le .

to  a t tend .

i t  was  c l ass i cs  t ha t  I

bu t  t ha t ' s  a l  I  t ha t  was

I  see .  So  you '  re  se ' l  f - t augh t ,  more  o r  I  ess .

i  go t  a  j ob  i n  a  res tau ran t .  Rooms  were  a lmos t  imposs ib le  to  f i nd

but I found a cot in a home that rented rooms. The cubbyhol e was

across the hal i  f rom the bath.  One of  the roomers was a woman who

went  downtown for  about  an hour  and came back,  went  to  the bathroom.

Th is  occu r red  fou r  o r  f i ve  t imes  be fo re  she  se t t l ed  i n .  I  wondered

why  he r  p rob lem las ted  so  1ong .

In  go ing  i n to  the  res tau ran t  one  morn ing ,  I  f ound  a  hundred  do l l a r

b i l l  on  the  s idewa lk .  How I  l onged  fo r  enough  money  fo r  ca r fa re

across the s tate where I  could s tay w' i th  my f r iend and go to  school

I  showed i t  to  the restaurant  owner  and he sa id,  " I  know who has

los t  i t .  The  new con t rac to r  i s  t he  on l y  one  who  wou ld  have  th i s  k ind

o f  money .  I ' 11  g i ve  i t  t o  h im .? '  I  wondered  why  the  con t rac to r ,

when  I  wa i t ed  on  h im ,  d i dn ' t  t hank  me  fo r  r e tu rn i ng  h i s  b i l l "  0 f

course the restaurant  man kept  i t .
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I  lasted two weeks and wrote Dad to come home and get  me.  We

s topped  a t  a  pos t  o f f i ce  and  I  had  a  l e t t e r  f rom my  f r i end ,  u rg ' i ng

me to come down and go to  school .

J :  Where  was  you r  f r i end?

C:  Snyder ,  0k lahoma.  I  d idn ' t  know my  fa the r  saw the  tea rs  d ropp ing

on  my  le t te r  as  I  read  i t  a loud .  b {hen  we  go t  home,  Dad  wen t  down

to  my  b ro the r ' s ,  a  qua r te r  o f  a  m i l e  away .  [ ' l hen  he  came back  he

d ropped  15  do l l a r s  i n  my ' l ap - -my  ca re fa re  t o  schoo l .  Wha t  my  f a the r

d idn ' t  know,  I  had  to  buy  my  own  books .  I  had  on l y  a  do l l a r  l e f t

a f te r  I  bou t  my  books  and  s t i l I  d idn ' t  have  a  F l i s to ry .  The  H is to ry

was  a  do l l a r  f i f t y .  One  o f  my  c ' l assmates  needed  he lp  i n

Ar i thmet ic .  There were two p lay per iods-- .one f ree,  the other

ca l i s then ics .  I  he iped  he r  w i th  he r  A r i t hme t i c  t he  f i r s t  pe r iod  and

used  he r  H is to ry  the  second  pe r iod .  I  ba re l y  passed"

When  schoo l  was  ou t  i  had  to  have  a  j ob .  F i r s t  I  wen t  t o  summer

schoo l  and  go t  my  th i rd  g rade  ce r t i f i ca te  to  teach ,  bu t  i t  was  so

' l a te  
no  schoo ls  were  ava i l ab le .  I '  bo r rowed  money  f rom my  unc len

who  was  Coun ty  Super in tenden t  o f  L inco ln  Coun ty ,  h lash ing ton "  to  go

to  summer  schoo l ,  bu t  on l y  had  enough  le f t  t o  go  home and  pay

ca re fa re  to  Da lha r t ,  Texas ,  w l l e re  I  had  to  have  a  j ob .  Dad  asked  i f

I  had  enough  money  and  I  sa r " .d  I  d i . d "  bu t  I  on l y  had  ca re fa re ,  no  money

to spend the n i .ght .  The t ra  i  n  got  i :n  at  four .  I  had asked a woman

on the t ra in  which uas the hest  hote l  i .n  town.  I  went  t ln to the

ho te l .  A  woman  was  s i t t i ng  on  a  h t i gh  s too l  beh ind  t he  desk .  I

Wen t  up  t o  he r  and  Sa id ,  " I 'm  l ook ing  f o r  wo rk . "  She  l ooked  down
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at  me  and  sa id "  "Honey ,  we  have  a l l  t he  wa i t r esses  we  need . "

I  spoke  up  qu i ck l y ,  " I  can  do  any th ing . "  (A  f r i end  who  had

worked  to ld  me  to  say  tha t . )  "You  cou ldn ' t  make  p ies  and  cakes .

l , Je  need  a  pas t r y  cook . "  "0h ,  yes ,  I  can  make  p ies  and  cakes . "

I  on ly  knew how to make one cake.  About  that  t ime the head

wa i t ress  came th rough  the  o f f i ce . i-nnd  she  sa idJ ,  "Car r i e ,  does

th ' i s  ch i l d  l ook  t o  you  l i ke  she  cou ld  cook? "  Ca r r i e  l ooked  up

and  down  and  sa id  d i sda in fu l l y "  "She  does  l ook  t o  me  l i ke  she  cou ld

do  any th ing . "  Tha t  was  the  wrong  th ing  to  say  to  Swann ie  Redd ing ,

a  re t i r ed  schoo l t eache r .  She  sa id ,  " I ' l l  q i ve  you  a  room and

a f te r  supper  we  w i l l  t a l k  t o  the  pas t r y  cook .  She  wan ts  to  l eave

on  t he  t h ree  o ' c l ock  t r a i n  f o r  he r  c l a im  i n  New Mex i co . "  A t

e i gh t  o ' c l ock  M iss  Redd ing  and  I  wen t  back  t o  t he  k i t chen .  I

knew b i scu i t s  were  se rved  fo r  b reak fas t  and  asked  how many  she

made .  She  sa id ,  " I  make  a  t en  pound  m ix . "  I  sa i d ,  " I  a lways

measure  th ings . "  She  then  wen t  i n to  de ta i l  abou t  how much  o f

each  i ng red ien t  she  used  ' i nc lud ing  the  ho t  cakes .  Tha t  f i xed  me

for  breakfast .  I  served 220 for  breakfast  and over  300 for  lunch

and  d inne r .  The  nex t  morn ing  M iss  Redd ing  b rough t  t he  menu  back

fo r  l unch .  Fo r  me  i t  sa id  p ies ,  co rnb read  and  swee t  en t r6e .

I  had  neve r  hea rd  o f  such  a  th ing  as  an  en t r6e .  The  cook  had  l e f t

a  Wh i te  House  cookbook  on  the  she l f .  I  had  a  k i t chen  to  myse l f .

I  kep t  t u rn ing  pages  w i th  my  le f t  hand  and  sc rubb ' i ng  the  coun te r

top  w i th  my  r i gh t .  I  f i na ] l y  f ound  the  en t r6e .  I  made  co rn

f r i t t e rs .  The  dough  d ropped  in to  deep  fa t  came ou t  a l I  shapes ,

A
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were  se rved  w i th  ho t  map le  sy rup .  Tha t  was  my  swee t  en t r6e "

I  had to  make seven open faced and 14 covered p ies.  I  had

seen  my  mo the r  make  f ru i t  p ies ,  bu t  I  hadn ' t  wa tched  he r  make

c ream p ies .  She  ev iden t l y  had  my  number .  / -She  sa id  7 ,

"You  a re  no t  on  the  fa rm now.  You  don ' t  use  c ream fo r  c ream

p ies .  I ' l l  t e11  you  wha t  my  s i s t e r  does "  See  t ha t  b i g  pan

the re?  F i l l  i t  w i t h  m i1k ,  pu t  f ou r  cups  o f  suga r  i n  i t .

Don ' t  s t i r  i t  o r  i t  w i l l  bu rn .  Now bea t  t he  yo ' l k s  o f  L4  eg9S ,

pu t  one  cup  co rns ta r ch ,  e i gh t  t easpoons  van i l l a ,  bea t  i n t o  t he

ho t  m i l k .  And  i f  you  wan t  choco la te  c ream,  the re  i s  one -pound

ba rs  o f  choco la te  on  you r  she l f .  Cu t  i t  up ' i n  t he  ho t  m i x tu re .

I f  you  wan t  banana  c ream,  s l i ce  bananas  i n  the  c rus t .  Bea t

the  wh i tes  o f  eggs  and  add  sugar  and  f l avo r ing ,  and  you  have

c ream p ies . "  My  f i r s t  b ig  j ob  was  on  i t s  way .

The  nex t  summer  I  go t  a  i ob  as  f i r s t  cook  a t  ano the r  ho te l .

The  s ign  on  the  k i t chen  wa l l  sa id ,  " l , ' l a i t e rs ,  k i t chen  he ' l p  and

ya rd  men  under  d i rec t  o rde rs  o f  f i r s t  cook . "  Seve ra l  peop le

came to  the  k i t chen  doo r  and ' l ooked  th rough  the  g lass  a t  t he

l8 -yea r -o ld  f i r s t  cook ,  an  unheard  o f  t h ing .  I  was  a t tend t ' ng

an  ag r i cu l t u ra l  co ' l 1ege .  I  was  a lways  l a te  ge t t i ng  back  to

schoo l  bu t  t he  teacher  sen t  me  lesson  ass ignmen ts  and  I  ma i l ed

them i n .

7 .
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!_-mJ one hote l  I  wai ted tab les unt i l  a  job as past ry  cook

was  open .  One  n igh t  t he  o the r  wa i t resses  l e f t  t he i r  unoccup ' i ed

tab les ,  as  the  d in ing  room door  was  a l ready  c losed .  Fou r

bus inessmen  tha t  had  a  l i gh t  suppe r  s t i l l  sa t  a t  t he i r  t ab le

ta l k ing .  A  yound  man  and  h i s  compan ion  were  a t  a  nea rby  tab1e .

The  yound  man  mu t te red  someth ing  and  I  sa id ,  "Wha t? "  Aga in  the

mu t te r .  I  sa i d ,  " I  can ' t  hea r  you .  "  Loude r  he  sa t ' d ,  I 'Do  you

come  ups ta i r s  a t  n i gh t? "  I  was  so  shocked  I  sa i d ,  "No ,  s i r . "

The  fou r  men  a t  t he  nex t  t ab le  l aughed  un t i l  t he  tab le  ra t t l ed

the  d i shes .  The  young  man  and  h i s  compan ion  rushed  ou t .  Wasn ! t

t ha t  someth ing?

I  was  cap ta i n  o f  t he  g i r ' l s '  baske tba l l  t eam.  I  l i ved  w i t h  t he

Pres iden t ' s  f am i l y ,  supposed ly  work ing  fo r  my  boa rd .  Any th ing  the

facu l t y  wan ted  o rgan ized  they  to ld  me ,  and  I  go t  i t  on  i t s  way .

0 f  cou rse ,  t he  s tuden ts  d idn ' t  know i t  was  someth i ' nE  the  facu l t y

wanted done.  We had a broom factory in  connect ion wi th  the school

At  s tudy per iods we were a l  lowed to work.  We got  12 and a hal  f

cen ts  an  hou r .  The  yea r  I  g radua ted  I  wan ted  a  scho ' l a rsh ip  i n  an

eas te rn  a r t  schoo l .  We  were  to  se l l  subsc r ip t i ons  to  th ree  we l l - .

known magazines.  I  so ld brooms to d i f ferent  s tores.  I  had to

B .



E.  N .  (N ICKY)  CUNNINGHAM

get  th rough  the  Texas  panhand le  because  i t  had  /a l readyJ

been  canvassed  by  a  mus ic  s tuden t .

The pres ident  was away for  the summer and le f t  a  man teacher  in

cha rge  who  wan ted  h i s  j ob .  S ince  I  was  the  p res ' i den t ' s  p ro teg6 ,

he wa' i ted two weeks instead of  two days to  sh ip my brooms- I  ran

ou t  o f  money .  I  had  no t  ea ten  i n  two  days .  I  t ook  my  las t  35

cen ts  to  a  res tau ran t  and  o rde red  bacon  and  eggs .  I t  made  me  s i ck

to  l ook  a t  t hem.  I  go t  up  to  l eave  and  they  t r i ed  to  g i ve  me  back

my  35  cen t s "  I  wou ldn ' t  t ake  i t .  I  Wa l ked  down  the  b l ock ,  wen t

in to  ano the r  res tau ran t  and  go t  a  i ob .  They  knew I  was  a

sca redy -ca t  and  made  l i f e  m i se rab le  f o r  me ,  t he  ma le  cooks

espec ia ' | 1y .  One  o f  t hem go t  me  co rne red ,  and  I  pu t  my  hand  beh ind

me and  touched  a  mea t  c leave r .  When  I  came ou t  w i th  tha t ,  he  go t

ou t  o f  my  way .  I  t ook  o f f  my  ap ron ,  9o t  my  pu rse  and  wa lked  ou t .

The  boss  found  ou t  wha t  had  happened  and  caugh t  up  w i th  me  and

to ld  me  he  wou ld  f i r e  t he  nex t  pe rson  tha t  bo the red  me  j f  I  wou ld

come  back .  I  wou ldn ' t  go  back ,  bu t  had  ano the r  i ob  i n  30  m inu tes .

A  f r i end  o f  my  fam i l y  was  i n  rea l  es ta te  nea r  C l i f f ,  New Mex ico .

He  t o l d  me  i f  I  cou ld  f i l e  on  a  c l a im  i t  wou ' l d  pay  my  way  t h rough

schoo l .  I  l e f t  f o r  New Mex i co .  My  f i r s t  s choo l  was  i n  a  so r t  o f

ten t - -wooden  f l oo r  and  s ides ,  bu t  canvas  top .  Desks .  a  couch

tha t  opened  i n to  a  bed  a t  n i gh t ,  and  cha i r s  was  t he  f u rn i t u re .

Some  n igh t s  i t  go t  So  co ld  t ha t  t he  sma l l  g i r l  t ha t  s t ayed  w i t h  me

and I  got  up and set  a  soto i  w3ed on f i re  to  get  warm. There was

no  to i l e t  on  the  p1ace .  I  w ro te  a  poem en t i t l ed  "Wh,en  the  Leaves

Beg in  t o  Fa l l " ,  ' cause  we  had  no  cove rage  a f t e r  t he  l eaves  f e l l .

9.
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From the re  I  wen t  t o  a  schoo l  where  the  Mangus  R ive r  ran  i n to  the

G i l a .  The  l i t t l e  f l ame  schoo l  house  was  so  ho t  we  t ook  a  bunch  o f

o l d  desks  and  se t  up  a  room unde r  two  l a rge  t r ees ,  The  o l de r

boys  had  s ta r ted  to  d jg  a  we1 ' l  .  A  b ' i r d  had  bu i l t  a  nes t  on  the

s ide  whe re  a  b i g  r ock  had  f a l l en  ou t .  The  b i r d  wou ld  f i r s t  f ' l y

t o  he r  nes t  t hen  ove rhead  i n  t he  t r ees  w i ' l d l y  cha t t e r i ng .  I  sa i d ,

" someth ing  i s  w rong . "  The  o lde r  boys  wen t  t o  see ,  and  the re  was  a

l a rge  snake  w i t h  f ou r  l a rge  humps  a long  i t ' s  body  c raw l i ng  on  t he

bo t tom o f  t he  we l l .  I t  had  suua l l owed  the  b i rds  who le .  Lucy

McCau ley ,  one  o f  my  l a rge r  g i r l so  and  I  s l i t  t he  snake  f r om head

to  t a i l ,  bu t  t he  l i t t l e  b i r ds  we re  dead .

fpnusg7

10 .

I  was  teach ing  i n  MoEo ' l 1on

to France as an ambul  ance

Harves te r  so l  i  d  rubber  o ' i l

du r i ng  Wor ld  [ , l a r  I .  I  had  wan ted  to  go

d r i ve r .  I  p rac t i ced  on  In te rna t i ' ona l

t rucks ,  S tan ley  S teamer ,  and  any  o the r

tha t  I  cou ld  bo r row .  I  was  a lmos t  ready  to  go  when  the  A rm is t i ce

was  s i gned .

Dur ing  the  f l u  ep idem ' i c  I  was  teach ing  i n  G lennwood ,  New Mex ico .

The  ma j l  hack  f r om Mogo l l on  came  a t  2 :30  a .m .  The  woman  i n  whose

house  i  s tayed  ran  the  s to re  and  pos t  o f f i ce ,  bu t  go t  sca red  and

w :en t  t o  S i l ve r  C i t y ,  l eav ing  me  a lone .  I  had  t o  ge t  up ,  go  t o  t he

s to re ,  pu l l  t he  ma i l  bags  o f f  t he  co f f i ns  and  take  the  ma i l  i n to

the  pos t  o f f i ce .

I  wen t  i n to  S i l ve r  C i . t y ,when  schoo l  v las  ou t  t o  v i ' s i t  a  f r i ' end .  I

wen t  t o  Fo r t  Baya rd  and  app l i ed  f o r  a  j ob ,  occupa t i ona l  t he rapy ,
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t each jng  t he  hosp i t a l i zed  so ld i e r s  a r t s  and  c ra f t s .  When  I  t ook

the f lu  I  was i l l  for  some t ime af ter  and never  took my government

job ,  a l t hough  I  was  accep ted .  I  s ta r ted  teach ing  A r t  i n  E l  Paso

a t  Lamar  Schoo l  i n  1920 .

E l  Paso  schoo ls  were  rea l l y  no t  i n te res ted  i n  a r t  so  they  gave

me  30 -m inu te  pe r i ods ,  abou t  12  du r i ng  t he  day .  I n  t ha t  t ime  pa in t

boxes ,  paper  and  a  sma l l  can  o f  wa te r  had  to  be  passed  ou t  and  i n

25  m inu tes  co l  l ec ted  aga t ' n .  Th i s  kep t  up  a l  l  day .  i  go t  s i ck

and  qu i t .  They  gave  my  job  to  two  teachers .

J :  When  you  were  go ing  to  h igh  schoo l ,  t he  h igh  schoo i  you  were

a t tend ing  wasn ' t  i n  you r  home town ,  r i gh t?  I t  was  qu i te  fa r  away

f rom the re .

No ,  i t  wasn ' t  t oo  f a r "  30  m i l es .  Bu t  t ha t  mean t  an  a l 1 -day  d r i ve .

h l e11 ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  su re .

m i les  away ,  and

11 .

' t .

J :

J :

They  d idn ' t  have  ca rs  a t  t ha t  t ime  and  i t  was  30

tha t  t ook  a l l  day  to  ge t  t he re  ' i n  a  wagon .

And  so  you  s tayed .  You  were  work ing  and  go ing  to

the  same t ' ime .  When  you  wen t  t o  the  ag r i cu ' l t u re

tha t  i n  Texas  then?

No,  that  was Okl  ahoma .

And  where  was  tha t  exac t l y?  Where  was  the  l oca ted?

Goodwel I ,  0kl a homa Agri cu1 tura I Co'l  
' l  
ege .

0kay .  And  wha t  yea rs .  d id  you  a t tend?

h igh  schoo l  a t

co1  1  ege ,  was

J :
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0h ,  l e t  me  see .  ' 09 ,  ' 10 ,  ' 11 ,  and  pa r t  o f ' 12 .  And  i n  t ha t

t jme  I  f i n i shed  fou r  yea rs  o f  h igh  schoo l  and  th ree  yea rs  o f

co11ege .  I ' d  ge t  t o  bed  abou t  2 :30  i n  t he  morn ing ,  ge t  up  a t  s i x

t ause  t hey  opened  t he  ma in  bu i l d i ng  a t  s i x  so  t he  s tuden ts  cou id

come ove r  and  s tudy ,  and  I ' d  g rab  a  few  c racke rs  o r  cook ies  o r

some th ing  and  t ake  o f f ,  s i x  o ' c l ock  i n  t he  morn ing ,  and  wo rk  a l l

day  1ong .

So  you  were  rooming  w i th  someone  a l l  t he  t ime  you  were  the re?

t ^ l e l l ,  I  was  s tay i ng  i n  t he  do rm i t o r y .  Bu t  t hey  d i dn ' t  have

mea ls  tha t  yea r  i n  t he  do rmt to ry .

A re  t he re  any  spec i f i c  i nc i den t s  t ha t  you  can  reca11 ,  bes ides  t he

one  a t  work ,  t ha t  were  i n te res t i ' ng?  Any th ing  i n  you r  schoo l

expe r iences  tha t  s t i ck  ou t  ' i n  you r  m ind  i n  those  days?

0h ,  l e t  me  see .  We11 ,  I  was  a lways  t r y i ng  t o  he lp  eve rybody .  And

someone  sa id  t o  me ,  "The re ' s  a  boy  and  he ' s  f a i l i ng .  And  he  has  t o

have  a  sho r t  s to ry  w : r i t t en  and  he  doesn ' t  know how. "  And  I  sa id ,

"h le l  l  ,  wha t  t ime  does  he  go  to  c l  ass  ? "  "h le l  l  ,  t en  o  ' c l  ock .  "  i

sa i d ,  "A l l  r i gh t ,  a t  t en  o ' c l ock  t e l l  h im  t o  mee t  me  a t  t he  bo t t om

o f  t he  s ta i r s  i n  t he  ma in  bu i l d i ng , "  and  I  had  h i s  s t o r y  a l l  w r i t t en ,

fo ldedo  ready  fo r  h im  to  hand  i n .  I  neve r  saw h im be fo re  and  I  neve r

saw h im a f te rward .

Bu t  you  he lped  h im  pass  a t  c l as . s .

I  he l  ped  h im  pass .  t he  c l  as . s .  Bu t  I  was  a lways  he ]p ing  someone .

D id  they  have  any  soc ia l  o r  rec rea t i ona l  ac t i v i t i es  a t  t he  t ime  you

were  the re  i n  t ha t  schoo l  ?

12.

J :

l .
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l , . l e1 '1 ,  I  was  cap ta in  o f  t he  baske tba l l  t eam.  And  we  had  l i t e ra ry

soc ie t i es  and  I  won  a  go ld  meda l ,  t oo ,  be l i eve  i t  o r  no t .  And  wha t

e i se  d id  they  have?  0h ,  Shakespeare  Soc ie t y  I  be ' l onged  to ,  and  I

even  en  j oyed  i  t ,  be l  ' i eve  i  t  o r  no t .

J :  D id  you  pu t  on  p l ays  o r  any th i ng  l i ke  t ha t ,  o r  wou ld  you  j us t

r ead  w i t h i n  t he  soc ie t y  i t se l f ?

C :  I  j us t  don ' t  r emember  wha t  we  d id  ha rd ' l y .  Bu t  when  I  wen t  t o

Eng land  t he re  we re  on l y  t h ree  o f  us . . . I  wen t  on  a  pa in t i ng  t ou r ,

and  the re  were  on l y  th ree  o f  us  tha t  rea l l y  wan ted  to  go  S t ra t fo rd -

on -Avon  to  see  Shakespeare ' s :  home,  Anne  Ha thaway  Co t tage ,  and  those

th i ngs .

13.

l .

r .

. I .

( ^ .

When d id  you  go?  N 'hen  wene  you  i n  Eng land?

0h ,  i t ' s  been  abou t  10  o r  12  yea rs :  ago .

Bu t  you  kep t  a ' | 1  t ha t  i n t e res t  s i nce  t hose  days ' i n  you r  o1d  schoo l

0h ,  yes "  I t  mean t  so  much  t o  me .  And  wh t l e  t he  res t  o f ' em  wen t

ins; ide Anne Hathaway Cot tage,  you know' ,  I  sat  outs  t 'de and painted

I  L .

Tha t ' s  rea ' l l y  someth ing .  l , l e re  the re  any  t ype  o f  dances  o r  any th ing

I  i ke  tha t  a t  t he  co l l  ege  w"h ' i l e  you  were  the re?

Yes ,  yes ,

l , , lhat  occaSiong Were thoSe?

I  don ' t  remember espec ia l  ly

t ^Jbs  i t  a  m ixed  co l  l  ege ,  men

Yes .

wha t  occag i .ons ,  bu t  t hey  d id  have  them.

and women?
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J :  0ho  t ha t ' s  r i gh t ,  i t  was  an  ag r i cu l t u ra l  co11ege .

C :  Yes .  And  I  t ook  eve ry th i ng  i n  ag r i cu l t u re  excep t  B reed ing ,

wh i ch  t hey  wou ldn ' t  1e t  a  g i r ' l  t ake .  / - t  t oo f_J  So i l s  and

Mo is tu re  and  any th ing  you  can  th ink  o f ,  because  I  wan ted  to  be  a

fa rmen.

J :  I  be t  you  cou ld ' ve  done  i t  t oo ,  a f te r  a l ' l  t ha t .  And  then  you  wen t

i n to  a r t .

I  was  a  fa rmer ,  see ,  when  I  had  my  c ' l a im .  And  then  I  had  a  fa rm

down  he re  whe re  G ' i bson ' s * i s ,  and  t he  E l  Pa t i o  T ra i l e r  Cou r t ,  and

oh ,  I  don ' t  know  w 'ha t  a l l  bu i l d i ngs  a re  t he re .  Tha t  was  my  f a rm .

So  you  d ' i d  pu t  i t  t o  use .

C :  Bu t  see ,  I  was  ou t  o f  t ow .n .  The  town  g rew ou t  and  g rew a round  me .

One  yea r  I  l o s t  t h ree  do l l a r s  on  t he  f a rm  and  ano the r  yea r  I  l o s t  t h ree

hund red ,  and  peop le ' d  keep  say ing ,  "Why  don ' t  you  se l l  t ha t?  Tha t ' s

neve r  gonna  be  any  good . "  And  I  sa i d ,  "The  t own ' s  gonna  move  ou t

th i s  way  some way . "  Because  I  saw E l  Paso  do  tha t  t o  UTEP,  you

know.  UTEP was  way  ou t  i n  t he  coun t r y  when  i t  was  f i r s t  o rgan ' i zed .

14.

1 .

J : [ , ' lhen you were a teenager ,

weekend? I  know you were

Sa tu rday  o r  a  Sunddy ,  wds

a l l  wou ld  do?

1e t ' s  say ,  how  d id  you  spend  a  t yp i ca l

wo rk i ng  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  bu t  on  a

the re  any th i ng  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t ha t  you

C:  l i l e11 "  when  I  was  go ing  to  schoo l  qu j . t e  o f ten  we  had  ou r  baske tba l l

games  on  Sa tu rdays ,  and  w .e  wou l  d  go  i n to  Texas :  and  up  i n to  Kansas ,

you  knowo  to  p lay  d i f f e ren t  t eams ' .  And  I  was  a l so  on  an  adve r t i s i ng

team.  I  gave  rec i t a l s  and  I  p l ayed  t he  s l i de  t r ombone  i n  t he  band .

And  we 'd  ge t  p roq rams ,  and  t ha t  was  adve r t i s i ng  ou r  co11ege .

H6son 's  s to re  in  Las  Cruces  ,  N .M.
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Tha t ' s  i n t e res t i ng .  The

you  taugh t  a t ,  t ha t  was

f i r s t  schoo l  t ha t  you  men t ioned  tha t

i n  l i ew  Mex jco ,  r i gh t?

was  15  yea rs  o ld  and  tha t  was  i n  the

15.

J :

J :

J :

The  ve ry  f i r s t  s choo l ,

Pa nha ndl  e  .

0h ,  we l l  t e l l  me  abou t  t ha t .  Tha t  was  i ' n  Ok lahoma?

Yes  "

Te l l  me  w l ra t  you  remember .  How 'd id  you  ge t  t he  j ob?

0h ,  we  wen t  f i ve  m i les .  t o  schoo l .  l , l l e  wa lked  f i ve  m i les  and

/nou ldJ  s ta r t  ou t  a t  day l  i gh t  and  ge t  t he re  by  the  t ime  schoo l

opened  up .  h le11 ,  a  d i . s t r i c t  t ha t  was  nea re r  us ,  r l n  f ac t  two  and

a  ha l f  m i l es ,  cou ld  no t  f i l nd  a  t eache r .  And  i f  t hey  d i dn ' t  have

a  t eache r  f o r  t ha t  yea r  and  had  schoo l ,  t hey  wou ld  l ose  t he

d i s t r j c t .  So  t hey  t hough t  t hey ' d  t ake  t he  l a rges t  g i r ' l  ou t  o f

t he  e i gh th  g rade  c l ass ,  wh i ch  I  was  i n  a t  t ha t  t ime .  So  t hey

p icked  me- -see ,  I ' d  been  ou t  o f  schoo l  f o r  f ou r  yea rs ,  t he re  were

no  schoo is  where  we  were - -and  f I  wasJ  g ' i ven  th i s  j ob .  I  had  15

pup i l s .  The  o l des t  was  a l so  15 ,  and  someone  asked  meo  "D idn ' t  you

have  t r oub le  w i t h  depo r tmen t  w i t h  t hose  ch i l d ren? "  I  sa i d ,  " 1 ,1e11 ,

i  don ' t  t h ink  I  even  knew wha t  t he  word  was . r '  And  i  neve r  had  to  say

any th ing  to  anybody .  They  were  so  g lad  to  go  to  schoo l ,  ' cause  you

see ,  t hey  hadn '  t  been  i  n  schoo l  ,  e ' i t he r ,  f o r  a  l  ong  t ' ime .

In  the  morn ing ,  qu i te  a  few  ch i l d ren  came ba re foo t .  I t  was  ' i n

the  ea r l y  f a ' l l  w .hen  they  S ta r ted .  And  I ' d  have  to  s i t  w i th  a  pa i r

o f  tweeze rs  and  p i ck  t he  cac tus . . .wha teve r  you  ca l l  t hem,  ou t  o f

the i r  f ee t .  And  then  the  ra t t l esnakes  wou ld  come in .  The  doo r
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was  down  1ow,  you  know,  ve ry  1ow s tep .  And  I  had  to ld  the

ch i l d ren ,  "Now i f  I  say  ge t  up  on  you r  sea t s ,  don ' t  ask  a  wo rd "

you  j us t  j ump  up  on  you r  sea ts .  And  the  o the r  two  boys  ge t  you r

c l ub ,  because  i t ' s  go ing  t o  be  a  ra t t l esnake . "  So  one  day  I

shou ted ,  "Ge t  up  on  you r  sea ts l "  A  ra t t l esnake  was  t r y ing  to  ge t

ou t  t he  w indow and  i t  wou ld  ge t  up  a lmos t  t o  where  the  w indow waso

you  know,  the  w indow was  donw low  and  fa l l  back  down .  So  the  boys

go t  t he i r  c l ub  and  k i l l ed  i t ,  and  t hen  t hey  wen t  ou t s i de  and

hun ted  the  ma te ,  because  they  a ' lways  t rave led  i n  pa i r s .  And  so

they  wen t  ou t  and  k i l l ed  t he  ma te .

And  we 'd  l ook  ou t  and  i n  t h i s  ho t  wea the r  and  we 'd  see  b j r ds  sp i r a l -

i ng  down  to  t he  g round .  And  t he  ch i l d ren  wou ld  go  ou t  and  p i ck

them up ,  and  I ' d  1ay  them on  my  handkerch je f  on  my  desk .  I  had  bo r j c

ac id  wa te r  handy  w i t h  co t t on  and  I ' d  pu t  i t  ove r  t he i r  heads "  and

in  an  hou r  o r  two  t he  swe l l i ng  wou ld  go  down .  And  we 'd  g i ve ' em a

l i t t l e  d rop  o f  wa te r  on  ou r  f i nge r t i ps , you  known  we  d idn ' t  da re  g i ve

them to  much  o r  i t ' d  d rown  them.  And  when  they  go to  you  know,  ab le

to  s ta r t  f l u t t e r i ng  a round ,  why  then  we  cou ld  take  them ou t  and  l e t

them f l y  away .

I  guess  i t  was  so  ho t .

I t  was  ho t .  See ,  t he re  WaS nq  wa te r  excep t  w indmi l l s  and  they  were

ve ry  fa r  apa r t .  And  tha t ' s  how come they  had  these  cow pa ths .  A

cow pa th  was  abou t  18  i ' nches  w i .de  and  abou t  f ou r  j nches  deep .  And

a l l  o f  t he  cow.s  wen t  i n  t ha t  Same pa th  and  they  wou ld  go  fo r  m i l es

to a w. indmi l l  where they could get  water .  Because there lvas no water

a round  t he re ,  i t  was  j us t  f l a t  p ra i r i e .  I n  f ac t ,  you  cou ld  See  t he

16 "
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head l i gh t s  o f  a  t r a i n  60  m i l es  away  and  i t ' d  t ake  i t  and  hou r  t o

ge t  t he re .  And  somet imes  I ' d  wan t  t o  go  to  a  nea rby  town  to  ska ten

they  had  a  ska t i ng  r i nk .  And  when  I ' d  see  t he  t r a ' i n  I ' d  ge t

ready .  I t ' d  t ake  me  abou t  an  hou r  to  ge t  ready  to  go .  And  go  ou t

fo r  an  hou r  and  ska te  and  then  come back  home.

I sn ' t  t ha t  some th ing .  My  gosh .

The  t ra in  j us t  happened  to  be  tha t  way .

Bu t  you  cou ld  see  i t  an  hou r  away .

An  hou r  away .  I t  was  t he  l eve les t  r oad  t he  San ta  Fe  had  i n  a l l  o f

i  ts  f routes j .

We1 ' l  ,  I  can  be l i eve  tha t .  So  tha t  was  the  ve ry  f i r s t  schoo l  you

taugh t  a t .  Then  you  f i n i shed  co l l ege  r i gh t?

Yeah .

And  then  a f te r  you  go t  ou t  you  go t  a  j ob  i n  New Mex ico?

No ,  i t ' s  i n  Da lha r t .  Tha t ' s  whe re  I  go t  t h i s  j ob .

0h ,  i t  was  i n  Da lha r t .

Tha t ' s  when  I  go t  t he  j ob  i n  t he  ho te ' l  ,  t he  cook  j ob .

Mak ing  the  c ream p ies  and  a1 ' l  o f  t ha t .  And  then  when  you  wen t  t o

f i l e  on  t he  c l a jm  i n  New Mex i co ,  nea r  C l i f f ,  New  Mex i co ,  d i d  you

teach  the re  o r  a round  the re?

17.
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J :

. 1  .

I

I
U

Tha t  was  when  I  was  teach ing  on  the  Mangus .

And what  year  was that  when you went  to  teach there?

W'hen  I  wen t  ou t  t he re . . . I 'm  t r y i ng  t o  t h i nk .  I 9L2 .
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J:  I9 I2 .  A re  the re  any  i nc iden ts  tha t  you  reca l l  f r om tha t  i ob?

t , l e11 ,  t he  schoo l  I  had  on  the  Mangus  was  20  m i les  f rom my  c la im"

and  i t  t ook  me  abou t  s i x  hou rs  t o  r i de  ho rseback .  We 'd  go  ou t  a t

f ou r  o ' c l ock  and  t r y  t o  ca t ch  my  ho rse .  And  we 'd  ge t  i t  a l l  l i ned

up  i n  a  co rne r ,  t he  ch i i d ren  and  I ,  we 'd  ge t ' i t  i n  t he  co rne r  o f

t he  f ence  and  i t  wou ld  l eap  ove r  t he  heads  o f  t he  l i t t l e  ch i l d ren .

Take  o f f ,  you  know ,  j us t  p l ay i ng .  F i na11y ,  i t  wou ld  i us t  t r o t  up

to  me  and  I  e t  me  pu t  t he  b r i d l  e  on  h i rn .  l ^ Je l1  ,  usua l  l y  t ha t  was

abou t  f ou r - t h i r t y  o r  f i ve .  And  I  wou ldn ' t  ge t  i n  un t i l ,  oh "  e i gh t

o r  t en  o ' c l ock  a t  n i qh t .

One  n igh t ,  I  was  r i . d ing  a ' l ong  and  some boys  had  g i ven  me  a

so ld i e r ' s  coa t  and  I  a l so  had  r i d i ng  pan t s -  I n  t hose  days ,  r i d i ng

pan ts  had  a  I i t t l e  sk i r t  ove r  t hem,  you  know ' ;  i t  wasn ' t  decen t

t o  be  wea r i ng  pan t s "  And  so  I  wou ld  w rap  my  f i t t l e  sk i r t  unde r  my

jacke t  so  i t  wou ld  l ook  l i ke  I  was  a  man  on  t he  ho rse .  And  t he

f i r s t  t h i ng  I  knew  the re  was  a  man  on  e i qh te r  s i de  o f  my  ho rse .

The re  w  was  a t  l eas t  s i x  m i l es  f r om any  house ,  a1one "  a t  e l even

o ' c l ock  a t  n i gh t .  And  I  d i dn ' t  know  i f  t hey  we re  gonna  ho ld  me  up

or  no t ,  bu t  i t  f r i gh tened  me  so  tha t  I  t hough t  I ' d  l ope  my  ho rse

away .  Bu t  t o  l ope  a  ho rse  you  have  to  k ind  o f  s tand  up  i n  the

s t i  r r ups .  l ^ Je1  1  ,  I  was  so  weak  t ha t  I  cou l  dn ' t .  I  cou l  dn ' t  even

s tand  up  i n  the  s . t i r rups  I  was  so  sca red .

D id  they  do  any th ing?

C :  No ,  no t  a  t h i ng .  W.ha t  t hey  r r y . e re  I rm  su reo  w .as . . . f r om M6x i co ,  ' cause

they ' d  wa l k  a l l  t he  way  t o  MoEo ' l l on  t o  ge t  a  i ob  i n  t he  m ines .  And

they  neve r  asked  them i f  t hey  were  c i t i zens  o r  any th ing ,  t hey  were  j us t

18 .
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so  g lad  to  ge t  worke rs  i n  t he  m ine ,  t ha t  t hey  j us t  t ook

anybody  they  cou ld  ge t .

Wha t  ch i l d ren  r {e re  you  teach ing  the re?  Were  they  peop ' l e  who

owned farms?

Yes ,  ranches  .

J :  When  you  were  work ing  up  the re ,  had  you r  f a rm up  the re ,  i t  was

the  t ime  o f  t he  Mex ican  Revo lu t i on .  D id  you  eve r  hea r  any th ing

abou t  t ha t  o r  see  any th ing?

19.

J :

C:  0h ,  yes .  We l1 ,  we  went

the  shots  came so  c l  ose

South  E l  Paso .

Paso ,  I  th ink  i t  was  in  1912 ,  and

over  in  E l  Paso tha t  we go t  ou t  o f

to El

to us

J : Were you s hopp' ing ?

No ,  we  were  j us t  down  the re  i n  a  ca r  a t  n igh t .  And  they  were  s t i l l

shoo t i ng  the re .  And  my  fa the r - i n - l aw  wen t  ove r  t o  Jud rez ,  and  i t

made  h im  so  s i ck  he  came back .  They  were  i us t  l i n i ng  peop le  up

and  shoo t i ng  them.

Bu t  you  neve r  saw any  o f  t he  ba t t l es  you rse l f?

No .
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J :

C :

J :

( ^ .

You  d id  mar ry  then ,  i n  New Mex ico?

No ,  I  ma r r i ed  i n  E l  Paso ,  t l n  1920 .

How d id  you  mee t  you r  husband?

I  me t  h im  a t  C l i f f ,  New  Mex i co .

You  d id  mee t  h im  up  t he re .

He  was  d r i v i ng  a  t r uck  up  i n to  Mogo l l onn  and  t ha t ' s  how  I  me t

h im .

How long  d id  you  s . tay  teach i ' ng  up  the re ,  nea r  MoEo l l on?

In  Mogo l l on?  I  t h j ' nk  f rom 1916  to  1918 ,  two  yea rs "

And then f rom there where d ' id  you go?

I  went  back to  my hometown where th ' is  agr icu ' l tura l  co l  l  ege fwasJ

and  was  the re  th ree  o r  f ou r  mon ths .  and  then  wen t  t o  E l  Paso"

And  tha t ' s  when  you  s ta r ted  teach jng  ' i n  E1  Paso?

/  Yes .  / In  1920. .

And  the  f i r s t  p lace  was  a t  Lamar  schoo l  ?

l_ Yes._1

How d id  yqu  ge t  t ha t  j ob  i n  E ' l

0h,  my,  I  went  to  summer school

schoo l .  See ,  i t  was  unde r  t he .

tha t  t i .me .  And  women  d idn ' t  go

f rom the Mines,  hut  they '  d i .dn ' t

i ' n  one  o f  t he  schoo l  bu i l d i ngs .

Paso  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace?

.  And  they  were  hav ing  a  summer

.  .  UTEP.  I t  was  Co l  1  ege  o f  M ines

to  tha t  schoo l .  l l l e  go t  c red i t

have  the  schoo l  t he re ,  t hey  had

a t

i t
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l , . l as  tha t  f i n ' i sh ing  you r  educa t i on  deg ree?

No ,  i  j us t  had  to  take  so  much  more  i n  Texas  i n  o rde r  t o  teach

the re .

.'t .

' t .

l .

l .

0h ,  I  see ,  ge t  ce r t i f i ed  f r om tha t  s t a te .  Wha t  j n t e res t i ng  t h i ngs

do  you  reca l l  f r om teach ing  the re  a t  Lamar  Schoo l?  Any th ing  tha t

s tands  ou t  i n  you  m ind  abou t  t hose  days?

0h ,  no th ing ,  excep t  t ha t  I  i us . t  wo rked  myse l f  t o  p ' i eces .  And  they

k ind  o f  gave  two  teachers  my  job  when  I  l e f t .

A f te r  you  l e f t  Lamar  Schoo l ,  where  d id  you  teach?

0h ,  f o r  heaven ' s  sake ,  I  i u s t  don ' t  r emember -  Rusk  p robab l y '

Do you remember anyth ing about  the days there at  Rusk?

No t  espec ia l  1  y .

Were  you  i n  E l  Paso  du r ing  theProh i ' b i t i on  e ra?

fves.l

Do you  reca l l  any th ing  abou t  t hose  days  the re?

No ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  So .  i  don ' t  t h i . nk  my  f am i l y  Was  ve ry ' i n t e res ted

in  d r i nk i ng  anyway .

I  j us t  wonde red .  Supposed l y  t he re  Was  a  1o t  s .mugg l i ng  ac ross  t he

bo rde r  and  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t .  I  wonde red  i f  you  had  eve r  / hea rd  o f

of i !7

Noo I  hand' t .  I  s tar ted th-e f i ' rs . t  I  ib . rary  tn  a grade school  in

Bur l  es :on .

When was that?

J :

L :
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0h ,  I  don ' t  r emember  t he  yea r .  Bu t  I  t h i nk  i t  was  ' 23  o r  some th ing

l i ke  t ha t .  And  Mrs .  Ke ' l 1y  i n  t he  pub l i c  l i b ra r y ,  do  you  know  who

she  was?  Mrs .  Ke11y  gave  me  40  books  tha t  were  damaged  enough  tha t

she was gonna have to  throw them away soon anyway.  And then the

jan i t o r  had  a  l ove l y  se t  o f  encyc loped ias  and  a  rea l  l a rge

d ' i c t i ona ry .  And  ou r  desk  was .  j us t  one  o f  t hose  cha i r s  t ha t  has  an

a rm to  w r i t e  on .  And  we  had  a ,  oh ,  I  t h i nk  ' i t  was  one  o f  t hose

l i t t l e  f i l e  t h i ngs  t ha t  you  usua l l y  use  f o r  r ec i pes "

And  tha t  was  you r  ca rd  ca ta log .

Yes.  And that  was where we put  our  cards wf ien somebody took a book

ou t .  And  I  t ook  g i r l s  ou t  o f  s t udy -  pe r i ods  and  t ha t ' s  when  ou r

l i b ra r y  v {as  open .  Usua l1y  i t  was  i n  t he  a f t e rnoons .  Bu t ' i t  was

the  f i r s t  one  i n  a  q rade  schoo l  i n  E l  Paso .

Now,  we re  you  t each ing  a t  Bu r l eson  a t  t ha t  t ime?

l -Yes.  J

And  when  you  taugh t ,  d r l d  you  teach  A r t  o r  d ' i d  you  teach ing  eve ry th ing?

No ,  I  qu ' i t  t each ing  a r t .

So  you  were  teach ing  e l  emen ta ry ,  a ' l l  l eve l s "

l n l e l  1 ,  mos t l y  A r i t hme t i c .

l , { ha t  was  the  reac t i on  to  hav ing  th i s  f  i b ra ry  s ta r ted?

I  mean ,  we re  t he  ch i l d ren  i . n t e res ted?

0h ,  yes , .  See ,  w .hen  t hey 'wou1d  have  t he i r  p l ay  pe r i od  i s  when  t hey ' d

come in  to  ge t  t he i r  books .

2?.

J :

C:

l .

?hlere they s tor :yboo ks 
"  

novel  s : ,
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t ^Je11 ,  wha tever  ch i ld ren  wou ld  l i ke .  I t

1  ib ra ry  and  they  were  ch i ld ren 's  books .

came f rom the publ  ic

J :  I  see .  0h ,  i sn ' t  t ha t  i n t e res t i ng .

C :  And  the ,  o f  cou rse ,  I  t ook  eve ry  book  tha t  anybody  e l se  had

tha t  wou l  d  be  good  fo r  ch i . l  d ren .

Dur ing  the  Depress ion  they  ws re  gonna  le t  a l l  t he  mar r i ed  teachers

go .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,  t ha t  mean t  me ,  t ha t  I  was  go ing  to  go .  And

I  a ' l r eady ' had  a  j ob  w i t h  an  adve r t i s i ng  company  t ha t  made  a l l  o f

t he  pos te rs  tha t  t he  Wh i te  House  and  Popu la r  used .  So  tha t  was  gonna

be  my  job .

Bu t  my  j ob  d i  dn  '  t  open  t ' i 1  
' l  

t he  f  i  r s t  o  f  Sep tember ,  bu t  schoo l

opened ,  I  don ' t  r emenber ,  abou t  t he  25 th .  I  t h ink .  So  I  wen t  down

to  he lp  the  teachers  en ro l l  t he  pup i l s -  You  know,  j us . t  t o  he lp

them.  And  wh i l e  I  was  down  the re ,  i n  comes  on  o f  t he  superv j so rs

and  hun ts  ou t  15  p rob lem g i r l s  i n  t he  seven th  and  e igh th  g rades  and

g ive  them to  me  fo r  a  c las .s : .  And  l a te r  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  when  they

were  hav ing  a  mee t i ng  and  t hey  we re ' l e t t i ng  me  go ,  o f  cou rse ,  t hey

w.e re  l e t t ' i ng  eve rybody  go  tha t  d idn ' t  co r respond  to  a  c lass .  And  I

was  teach ing  Home Ecn  and  o f  cou rse ,  i  d idn ' t  co r respond  to  a

c lass ,  and  tha t  ook  ou r  A r t  t eachers ,  Home Ec  teachers .  Mus ' i c

t eache rs  and ,  we l1 ,  any th i ng  t ha t  u rasn ' t ,  you  know ,  co r respond ing

to  a  c l ass .  And  he  says ,  I 'You  mean  t o  t e l 1  me  you ' r e  1e t t i ng

Mrs.  Cunningham go af te . r  a1 ' l  th .e ext ra work she has done for  th is

s . choo l? "  So  tha t ' s  how.  I  go t  t he  j ob .  Bu t  t he  ex t ra  work  was  th i s .

One  t ime  they  wan ted  capes ,  red  capesn  fo r  ca ro l  s i nge rs .  l de  had

probab ly  2A  o r  30  f rom ou r  schoo l  t ha t  wou ld  have  needed  the  red
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capes .  I ns tead  o f  t hem l e t t i ng  t he  d i f f e ren t  schoo l s  make  t he i r

own red capes,  they sent  down mater ia l  for  me to make 300 red

ca pes .

J : l , , lhat  school  was th is  ?

C :  I n  San  Jac in to .  And  a l so ,  we  had  a  mch ine  t ha t  made  maps .  We1 ' l  ,

i  had to  draw the maps. .  Let rs  say they wanted a map of  Tar 'wan or

some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .  A11  t hey  had  t o  do  was  ca l l  i n  and  I  had  t o

make  the  o r r ' g ina1  map  and  then  run  o f f  a l ' l  t hose  maps  fo r  t he

schoo l  .  So  I  had  tha t  j ob  to  do .

They  dec ided  they  wan ted  to  g i ve  me  de l i nquen t  boys .  They  p ' i cked

20  ou t  o f  Sou th  E l  Pas -0 .  One  o f  t hem had  neve r  Eone  to  schoo l

excep t  when  a  t ruan t  o f f j ce r  had  gone  and  had  taken  h im  to  schoo l .

Ano the r  one  o f  t he  boys  was  the  l eader  o f  Jun io r  Dan  Dukes .  To  ge t

i n to  the  Dan  Dukes  you  had  to  s tab  somebody .  And  wha t  t he  Jun io r

Dan  Dukes  d id ,  t hey  wou ld  pu t  t hem ove r  a  t ransom in to  a  room and

then  they  wou ld  open  the  doo r  fo r  t he  boys  to  ge t  i n  an  rob .  And

they  a l so  ca r r i ed  pape rs .  And  t hey  wou ld  be  t he  l ookou ts ,  so  i f

t hey  saw  a  po l i ce  ca r  com ing  o r  po l i ce  com ing ,  t hey ' d  s ta r t  ca l l i ng

someth ing  abou t  t he i . r  paper  tha t  wou ld  g i ve  these  o the r  boys  no t i ce  tha t

the  po l  i ce  were  nea r .  And  he  v ras  a  p rob lem.

And  i n  t he  morn ing  we  had  regu la r  c l asses  and  i n  t he  a f t e rnoons

we  pa in ted .  And  I  had  to  fu rn r ' . sh  the  money  fo r  a l  I  o f  t h i s .  You

know. ,  t hey  d i dn ' t  g i ve  me  the  money  t o  do  t hese  ex t ra  t h i ngs .  So ,  we 'd

go downtown to the s tores j  w.here they ' 'd  throw out  apple boxes.  And

they  wou ld  have  th ree  hoa rds  abou t ,  oh ,  p robab ly  12  i nch  square ,

I ' don ' t  know '  j us t  how 'b iq  the  c r i a tes  were .  Bu t  t "he  end  and  then  i n

24
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t he  m idd le  and  the  o the r  end  were  so l i d  boa rd .  And  they  used

tha t  i ns tead  o f  canvas .  And  we  took  rope ,  I  t h ink  we  pa id  fou r  o r

f i ve  cen ts  a  foo t  f o r  i t .  and  tacked  a round  the  edge  o f  i t  and  then

made  a  bow on  top .  And  i t  l ooked ,  you  know,  so r t  o f  l j ke  a  f rame.

And  we  chose  nu rse ry  rhymes  to  i ' l l us t ra te .  And  they  wou ld  se l l

t hose  pa in t i ngs ,  we t  and  a l l ,  t he  m i . nu te  t hey  go t  t hem pa in ted ,

the teachers would huy them. And the boys just  loved ' i t .  And

be l i eve  i t  o r  no t  eve ry  one  o f  t hose  boys  came eve ry  day .  Bu t  I

vvas  so  worn  ou t  w i th  them and  my  ch in  wou ld  j us t  t remb le  a t  n iqh t ,

you  know,  f rom ne rves .

Bow ie  needed  a  Home Ec  teacher  tha t  had  had  expe r ienced  l i ke  I  had

had ,  you  know,  i n  t hese  ho te l s ,  bu t  a l so  to  teach  Home Ec .  And  I

had  a  deg ree  i n  Home Ec  tha t  I  go t  f rom th i s  ag r i cu l t u ra l  co11ege .

$o  I  t ook  the  j ob  to  ge t  aw :ay  f rom the  boys .  Bu t  t hen  I  d idn ' t  know

I  had  to  teach  10  mon ths  i ns tead  o f  n ine  mon ths .  And  I  had  to  be

ou t  a t  USC the  m idd le  o f  June ,  You  know ,  t o  en ro l l .  0 t he rw ' i se  I ' d

on l y  take  the  pos t  sess ion  and  I  j us t  go t  ha ' l f  c red i t s  f o r  t he  pos t

sess ion  wh i ch  was  Augus t .  So ,  I  wen t  i n t o  A r t  t he re "  So  I  cou1d ,

you  know,  ge t  ou t  o f  schoo l  on  t ime .  And  i t  w .as  so  tough ,  oh ,  Jou

wou ld  neve r  be l  i eve  i t .

The re  was  a  boy . . . t hey  we re  a l 1 . . . t hey  we re  s .upposed  t o  t ake  ou t

o f  c lasses  ch i l d re .n  tha t  w :e re  ta len ted  so  they  cou ld  take  A r t .

Nex t  doo r  t o  me  was .  a  s . i x - foo t  man  w i th  g i r l s  i . n  h i s  c lass .  Nex t

doo r  he re  I  was  w i t h  a l l  t hose  b i g ,  o1d  p rob lem boys .  And  i ns tead

o f  send ing  me  those  tha t  were  ta len ted  and  cou ld  do  good  in  A r t ,  t he

teachers  j us t  go t  r i d  o f  t he i r  p rob lem boys .  So  th i s  one  boy  had  a
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sw i t ch  b l ade  and  he  was  t h row ing  i t  a round  t he  t ab le  j us t  ' l i ke

he  was  gonna  cu t  t he i r  heads  o f f .  And  I  go t  ho ld  o f  h im  and  go t

h im  up  t o  t he  o f f i ce .  And  I  asked  t he  man  i f  he  wou ld  padd le  h im

fo r  do ' i ng  t ha t .  No  he  wpu ldn ' t .  And  I  sa i d ,  " h l e l l ,  you  m ind

Iend ing  me  you r  padd le? "  "No . "  He  handed  me  the  padd le  and  eve ry

t ime  I  caugh t  up  w i t h  h im  I  gave  h ' im  a  swa t .  P robab l y  d i dn ' t  hu r t

h im  ve ry  much  excep t  he  was . . .  ( Laugh te r )

J :  Those were,  I  guess,  those were most ly  lv lex ' ican Arner ican schocl ls

a t  t ha t  t ' ime ,  r iEh t?

Yes ,  t hey  were .

Were  the re  any  spec ia l  p rob lems  tha t  you  found  the re?  I  mean ,

cons ide r ing  i t  was  a  dep ressed  ne ighborhood  and  wha t  have  you .

Were  t he  ch i l d ren  any  d i f f e ren t ,  1e t ' s  say  f r om any  o the r  ch i l d ren

tha t  you  had  taugh t?

I  don ' t  t h i nk  so .  Excep t  we  d i d  have ,  Vou  know ,  seve ra l  boyS  tha t

were  7  a  p rob ' l em 7 .  I n  f ac t ,  t he  woman  tha t  t ook  my  p1ace ,  t he  A r t

c l ass ,  on ' l y  l as ted  a  mon th .  And  she  sa id  t o  me ,  "Why  d idn ' t  you

te l I  me  i t  was  t ha t  k i nd  o f  c l asses? "  And  I  sa i d ,  "We l I ,  I  j u s t

though t  you  were  the  t ype  tha t  m igh t  be  ab le  to  hand le  them. "  And

then  a  woman  up  he re  wen t  down  the re ,  Th i s  woman  tha t  i  had  pa id

he r  t u i t i on  and  he r  husband ' s  t u i t i on  ou t  he re  a t  ou r  co l l ege ,  wen t

down there and she I  asted two months in  that  same job that  I  had

as Ar t  teach.er ,  hefore she w.as so sr" .ck she had to qui t .  I t  was

rea l l y  a  p rob lem,  mos t l y  w i th  the  boys .  0 f  cou rse ,  I  had  t roub le

w j th  some o f  t he  g i r1s .  / l ome  th ' i ngs  I  we re  k ind  o f  f unny .  I  had

to  ask  wha t  t hey  d i d  ove r  t he  weekend ,  and  one  o f ' em ,  I  asked  he r
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what  she  d id ,  and  she  sa id ,  " t , ' l . e l l ,  I  guess  you  cou ' l d  ca l l  me  a

st reetwal  ker .  I  come home and I  throw my books down and I  go

down town  and  I  j us t  wa lk  the  s t ree ts . "  (Laugh te r )

J : So ,  how  l ong  we re  you  t each ing  a t  Bow ie?

C:  Un t i l  I  wen t  t o  v i s i t  my  o1d  p r i nc ipa t  /  w f ro ;  was  s i ck .  i  wen t

t o  see  he r  on  Sa tu rday  n i . gh t  and  I  sa i d ,  " 0h ,  I  w i sh  I  we re  back

a t  San  Jac in to . "  And  she  s .a id ,  " [ , I hy  don ' t  you  come back?"  And  I

sa id ,  "When?"  And  she  say -s ,  "Monday . "  Tha t  was  Sa tu rday .  She

said,  "Monday."  But  I  was hack there Wednesday.  And I  s tayed there

un t i l  I  r e t i r ed .

So ,  I  e t ' s  see .  du r ing  the  Depres .s i ' on  yea rs ,  you  were  a t  San

Jac in to  and  Bow ie .

0h ,  du r ing  the  Depress ion  yea rs  I  f ed  72  ch i l d ren  the i r  l unch .

Tha t  was  bes ide  a l l  o f  my  ex t ra  work .  And  some o f  t he  ch i l d ren

to ld  me  tha t  i t  was  the  on l y  mea l  t hey  had  du r ing  the  day .  We had

qui te  a few f rom Judrez,  and we just  shut  our  eyes to  the fact

that  they 'd come f rom Judrez,  you know. They weren ' t  supposed

to  be  i n  ou r  schoo l s ,  you  know ,  bu t  poo r  l i t t l e  t h i ngs  we re  ha l f

s ta rved .  And  I  had  qu i te  a  feu  f rom the re .  And  my  husband  bough t

t he  b read ,  150  l oves  a  mon th .  Bu t  we  on l y  pa id  t en  cen t s  a  l oa f

because there was a day o1d bread p ' lace near  there.  And then there

was"  a  vege tab ' l e  p lace  doW.n town  tha t  d i . dn ' t  have  any  re f r i ge ra t i on .

And  on  Sa tu rday  even i ' nqs ,  you  know. "  l a te ,  when  the  s to re ,  j us t

be fo re  i . t  c l esed ,  you  cou ld  qe t  any  amoun t  o f  vege tab les  fo r

p rac t i ca l  l y  no th ' i ng ,  j us t  a lmos t  f o r  ca r r y i ng  t hem home .  So  we 'd

go  down  and  ge t  a  l a rge ,  l a rge  sack  f o r  a  qua r te r .  I , l e11 ,  i t  doesn ' t

?7 .
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make  any  d i f f e rence  when  you ' re  mak ing  soup  i f  you r  vege tab les

a re  d r y  o r  wha t ,  t hey ' 11  s t i l l  make  t he  same  k i nd  o f  soup .  And  so

we  wou ld  go  down  and  ge t  t h ree  o r  f ou r  b ig  sacks  o f  vege tab les .

And  the  schoo l  f u rn i sh .ed  the  soup  bones ,  wh ich  d idn ' t  cos t  more

than  abou t  t h ree  o r  f ou r  do i l a rs  a  week .

But  a l l  the rest  o f  that  I  had to  s :ee that  we got  the money.  And

we made ca kes and s.ol d to the te-achers: for 50 cents a ca ke " A

layer  cake now. ,  for  50 cents- .  Qne teacher  came down gave me 35

cen ts .  She  sa id ,  "Tha t ' s  a l l  i t ' s  wo r th . "  So  she  Eave  me  35  cen t s .

You  won ' t  be l i eve  t h i s ,  some  o f  t he  t eache rs  wou ld  come  i n  and  have

ou r  s tew- -we  ca l l ed  i t  s t ew  because  i t  w .as  ha l f  s t ew  and  ha l f  soup - -

wou ld  come  i n  an  ea t  ou r  soup  and  b read  and  wa l k  ou t  and  no t  g i ve  us

the  d ime  t ha t  we  we re  supposed  t o  cha rge  t hem.  You  wou ldn ' t  be l i eve

tha t  wou ld  you?

J :  Where  d id  you  l ' i ve  du r ing  the  t r 'me  you  were  teach ing?

C :  3600  Fo r t  Bou leva rd "  A  l i t t l e  two -s to r y  house .

J :  Yes .  The re  was  a  fu l l  f r on t  page  on  the  paper  abou t  t ha t  house

when  i t  was  bu i l t .  I t  was  t he  f i . r s t  one  bu i l t  o f  na t i ve  s tone  i n

E l  Paso .  The  l ' i v i ng  room was  faced  s tone .  You  cou ld  see  i t  now,

i t ' s  s t i l l  t he re .  Bu t  i ns tead  o f  pu t t i ng  t he  ga rage  on  l i ke  we

were  t o  have  i t ,  why  t hey  pu t  a  d i f f e ren t  k i nd ,  Jou  know ,  i t  d i dn ' t

ma tch  the  house .  And  w .e  had  a l  I  t he i r  p lans  fo r  dup ' l ex  ' i n  f ron t

and  i t  was :  a l l  t o  be  o f  t ha t  s , t one .  And  we  f i na l l y  j us t  so ld  the

house .  I n  fac t ,  t he  peop ' l e  t ha t  had  the  mor tgage  on  i t  kep t

coming.  '  Cause you see my,  husband 
' lost  

h ' i 's  bus iness and there was

no  income the re .
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t r lha t  k ind  o f  bus  i ness  had  he  been  in  ?

Garage .  And  they  had  cu t  t he  teachers '  sa la ry .down  to  100  do1 la rs

a  mon th .  I  had  paymen t  on  a  ca r ,  paymen t  on  the  house ,  g roce r ies

to  buy  and  eve ry th ing  on  a  hundred  do l l a rs  a  mon th .  So  you  can

imag ine  how I  go t  i n  deb t .  I  happened  to  have  a  f r i end  i n  Congress

and  so  I  w ro te  to  them to  see ' i f  t he re  was  any ' t h ing  cou ld  be  done .

And  the  man 's  w i fe  wro te  me  tha t  t hey  were  go ' i n t  t o ,  oh ,  wha t  d ' i d

they  ca l l  t ha t?  No t  WPA,  wJ ra t  d id  they  ca l l  t ha t  when  the  gove rnmen t

took  ove r  t he  houses ,  we  pa id  t he  gove rnmen t?

FHA ?

C:  I  t h ink  tha t  mus t  have  heen  i t .  l , l l e l l ,  anyway  she  to ld  me  the  man

in Texas.  who was gonna be a ppo i 'n ted,  and she sa i 'd ,  "He doesn'  t

even  know h ' imse l  f  he ' s  gonna  he  appo in ted .  Bu t  you  wr i  t e  t o  h im . "

J :  You knew before ke knew' .

C:  Yeah.  And so he vurote to  th ' is  company to  1ay of f  o f  me" So they

d id .

A t  l eas t  you  had  t ha t  he lp  t he re .

/ PAUSE End  o f  s i de  one .

You  sa ' i d  you  were  hav ing  roub le  ge t t i ng  a long  w i th  you r  hundred

do l l a rs  a  mon th  a t  t ha t  t ime .  l de l ' l  ,  a t  l eas t  you  had  a  j ob .  F rom

what  I  understand,  the t i .mes.  vr rere very hard and not  many people

had  iobs .  Can  you  reca l  1  any  peop ' l  e  t ha t  d i l dn ' t  have  j obs  and

w"hat  they d id,  hou they gat  a long at  that  t i 'me?

? q
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l } l e l l ,  I  j us t  don ' t  know ' .  The re ' s  a  woman  tha t  t augh t  i n  t he  same
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bu ' i l d i ng  I  d i d .  And  he r  g i r l  was  g radua t i ng  f r om Aus t i n  H iqh

and  she  had  no  money  to  buy  a  g radua t ing  d ress ,  she  had  no  money

fo r  any th i ng .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,  a l l  o f  us  we re  t r y i ng  t o  he lp

eve rybody  e l se  i n  t ha t  t ime  ' cause  a l  I  o f  us  were  hav ing  t roub ' l e .

And  I  had  bou t  abou t ,  oh ,  10  o r  12  ya rds  o f  wh i t e  s i l k .  And  I

sa id ,  " t n l e l l "  I ' 11  g i ve  i . t  t o  youJ '  And  a l l  / - t ha t  f am i l y  had  t o

to eat ]  was hread,  h.ecause he ran a bread t ruck.  But  she had

he r  sa la r y  o f  a  hund red  do l l a r s .  Bu t  how ' f a r  does  t ha t  go

w i t h  ch i l d ren  j n  t he  f am i l y ,  t oo?  So  I '  gave  t h i s  ma te r i a l  and  she

dyed  i . t  d i f f e ren t  pa le  co lo rs  and  make  he r  daugh te r  underwear  and

s l i ps  and  d res : ses  ou t  o f  i t .  And  one  t ime  I  me t  he r ,  and  I ' d

fo rgo t ten  a l l  abou t  do ' i ng  tha t  and  she  sa id ,  "You  know. ,  eve ry  t ime

I  see  you  I  t h ink  abou t  you  he ing  my  bene fac t ress  tha t  t ime  tha t  my

daugh te r  was  g radua t ' i ng . "

I sn ' t  t ha t  n i ce .

I t  makes  you  so  happy  to  do  someth ing  tha t  makes  o the r  peop le  happy .

Fo r  i ns tance ,  dona t i ng  p i c tu res  fo r  d i f f e ren t  t h ings .  Now one

year ,  I  gave  one  to  the  Cys t i c  F ib ros : i s  i n  E l  Paso"  I  don ' t  know

how much  money  they  made ,  t he  neve r  t o ld  me .  One  to  the  Women 's

C lub  i n  S i l ve r  C i t y  ' cause  t hey  needed  new  s teps  and  t hey  wan ted

the  money  to  buy  new.  s teps .  One  to  the  hosp i ta l  aux i l i a r y  i n

Ru idoso .  They  bough t  t h ree  whee lcha i r s  w i th  the i r s .  And  one  to

the  Cancer  Soc ie t y  he re .  They  made  $820  on  the i r  p i c tu re .  And

yes te rday  I  gave  two ,  I  don ' t  know i . f  I  t o ld  you  o r  no t .  Two

women came up f rom El  Pas:o,  the.y  got  two paint ings.  And they wi l l

be  ra f f l ed  o f f  and  the  money 'w i ' l l  be  used  fo r  t u i t i on  fo r  d i f f e ren t

peop l  e .

30 .
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What  k i nds  o f  t h i ngs  do  you  l i ke  t o  pa i . n t  t he  mos t?

Ru i  doso .  I  I  ove  t rees  ,  I '  ve  a lways  I  oved  t rees  '

J :  I  guess  you ' ve  been  pa in t i ng  eve r  s ince  you  were  a  ve ry  young

g i r l .

C :  We11 ,  when  I  uas  r l n  t he  e i gh th  g rade !  one  o f  t he  ch j l d ren  sa id  t o

f f i e ,  "Wou ld  you  d raume  a  p i c t u re  o f . . . "  0h ,  wha t  u ras  t h i s  Du tch

woman  w i th  the  two  l i t t l e  boys?  Course  you ' re  too  young  to  have

see  tha t ,  bu t  i t ' s  s t i l l  i n  t he  papers  now ' .  Bu t  anyway ,  " l i l ou ld

you  d raw me a  p i c tu re  o f  he r? "  So  I  d rew ' the  p i c tu re  o f  he r  and

I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  any th i ng ,  I  j u s t  t hough t  he  wan ted  a  p t ' c t u re  and

handed  i t  t o  h im .  And  s .o  somebody  wro te  " teacher "under  i t  and  passed

i t  a round  and  t he  t eache r  go t  ho ld  o f  i t .  She  d i dn ' t  aske  anybody "

"D id  you  do  th i s? "  She  knew who  d i ' d  i t .  She  came down  and  i umped

on  me  fo r  do ing  i t .  And  I  remember  j us t  c r y ing  my  eyes  ou t  because

I  hand ' t  mean t  i t  t o  be  he r ,  you  know: ,  i t  was  some o f  t he  o the r

ch  i  I  d ren  tha t '  d  done  tha t .

I s  i t  a  com ic  s t r i p  cha rac te r?

Yes .  Wha t  i n  t he  wor ld  was  the  name o f  i . t ?  She  had  two  l i t t l e

boys .  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  wha t  t he  name was ,  bu t  has  run  fo r  50  o r

60  yea rs .

Those  Ka tzen jammer  K ids?

Yeso I  be l  ieve i t  w is . .  I  be l  ieve that 's  what  r l t  was: .

I sn l t  t ha t  someth i .ng .  Do  you  reca11  the  h l0 r l  d  War  I I  e ra  wh i l  e

you  were  1 i v ing  i ' n  E l  Paso?  Do  you  reca l l  any th ing  spec ia l  abou t

those  t imes  i n  E l  Faso?  I  t h ink  the  base  g rew"a t  t ha t  t ime"  they

b rough t  a  l o t  o f  peop le  f rom the  A rmy  in  the re?

4 a
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C:  Yes ,  t hey  d i d .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  any th ' i ng  spec ia ' l  .

J :  D id  you  know any  s tuden ts .  o r  any th ing  tha t  you  had  had  be fo re

tha t  had  gone  in to  the  war .

0h ,  yes .  The  teachers :  had  to  s ign  up  peop le .  You  know"  boys  and

th i ngs  l t ke  t ha t .  One  boy  came  to  me ,  I saac  somebody .  I  sa i d ,

"You ' r e  no t  18  yea rs  o l d . "  "Yes ; ,  I ' am . "  The  t eache rs  d i d  t he  wo rk

ex t ra ,  you  know,  s ign ing  up  eve rybody  tha t  was  o f  t he  age  to  go  to

war.  In  fact ,  the teachers a ' lw.ays had to  do everyth ing.  h lhen they

sugar  ra t i on inE  we  had  to  make  ou t  t he  ca rds  fo r  eve rybody  fo r  t he

ra t i on ing .

Du r i ng  t ha t  t ime ,  d i d  a  l o t  o f  peop le  go  t o  Jud rez  t o  shop?

0h ,  yes .

J :  Wha t  k inds  o f  t h ings  d id  you  b .uy '?

l l l e11 ,  I  had  a  g i r l  wo rk  fo r  men  Carmen ,  and  i n  fac t ,  whe  worked  fo r

me  33  yea rs  and  I  l oved  he r  j us t  l i ke  she  was  one  o f  my  f am i l y .

And  she  had  d iabe tes :  and  I  t r i . ed  to  ge t  he r  t o  come up  he re  to  l f ve

w i t h  me  and  she  d i dn ' t  w .an t  t o .  Bu t  f f  she  had ,  t ha t  g i r l  wou ld

s t i l l  be  a l i ve  t oday  because  I  wou ldn ' t  have  l e t  he r  ea t  wha t  she

a te ,  you  know.  Because  she  was  supposed  have  had  vege tab les ,  no

suga r  and  s tu f f  l i ke  t ha t .

32.
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hlas she f rom Judrez?

0rr lq ina l ' ly  y-es,  b"ut  she w.aE

wpul  d  go across to  Judre,z  an

i  v i .ng i ,n  El  Paso then .  But  she

get  th ings for  me.
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In  fac t ,  somebody . . . I  had  gone  to  the  depo t  t o  see"  my  nephew

fwnoJ  was  l eav ing ,  anc l  I  t hough t  mayb .e  I ' d  ge t  t o  see  h im .  Some-

body  was  s i t t i ng  ou t  t he re  and  I  asked  h im  w 'ha t  ba t ta l  i on  was

leav ing  and  SO fO r th .  He  sa ' i d ,  " I 'm  f r om New Yo rk  and  I  unde r -

s tand  the  peop le  i n  Texas  i nv i t e  you  ou t  t o  d ' i nne r .  l ; , l ou ld  you

inv i t e  us  ou t? "  And  I  sa i d ,  "Su re . "  I  Eave  h im  my  t e l ephone

number ,  and  I  guess  i t  was  ahou t  two  weeks  and  he re  I  go t  a  ca l l "

They had been . in  quarant jne but  they were nov, t  out .  so the

Eas te rn  S ta r  was  hav ing  a  p i cn i c  i n  t he  pa rk ,  up  f n  H igh land  Pa rk

o r  somewhere ,  and  I  ca l l ed  the  v loman  up  to  ask  he r= -he  sa id  they 'd

be  e i gh t  o f  t hem- - i f  I  cou ld  h r i ng  e i gh t  so ld i e r s  and  she  sa id  yes '

And  I  had  a  l o t  o f  g rape  v i . nes  and  I  p i cked  a  who le  bushe l  o f

g rapes  i n  a  bushe l  baske t . ,  k i l l ed  an  ex t ra  ch i cken  and  I  don ' t

know.wha t  e l se  I  t ook ,  hu t  anWay ,  I  t ook  enough t  f o r  t he  e igh t

boys .

And  they  s ta r te -d  coming  ou t  t o  h reak fas t .  Eve ry  Sunday  they 'd

come to breakfas. t .  And i t  was:  the funniest  th ing '  every one of

those  boys  were  Ca tho l i cs .  And  they 'd  go  to  Mass  and  then  a f te r

Mass  they  wou ld  ge t  a  tax i  and  come ou t .  A t  f i r s t  I  t hough t  t hey

Were  j us t  gonna  be  the re  fo r  b reak fas t  bu t  t hey  kep t  s tay ' i ng  1a te r ,

and  l a te r  and  l a te r  and  f { na l l y  we 'd  ge t ' em  i n  j us t  be fo re  t hey

c losed  the  ga tes  a t  Fo r t  B l iSS .  And  so  Carmen  wou ld  go  ove r  and

f i na l l y ,  w .e l1 ,  t hey  were  s .upposed  to  be  fo r  b reak fas t  s ,o  I ' d  g i ve

' em b reak fas t .  And  t hey ' d  keep  g tay i ng  so  I  had  t o  g t ve ' em d inne r '

had  to  g i . ve  ,em supper .  so  ca rmen  t v .ou ld  ge t  t he  mea t  i n  Jud rez

and  We made  tama les ;  and  canned  them,  canned  tama les -  And  tha t  was  ou r

ma in  d i sh  fo r  one  o f  t h .os  mea ls .  Bu t  I  had  them eve ry  Sunday  as
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long as they s tayed there.  And I  got  a  beaut i . fu l  le t ter  f rom one

o f  t he  tman  tha t  he  sa id  good-hye  to  h i s  swee thea r t  and  he  though t

t ha t  eve ry th i ng  had  j us t  gone  go  ca lam i t y ,  t ha t  he ' d  be  k i l l ed

the  f i r s t  m inu te  he  go t  ove r  t he re  and  a l l  o f  t ha t ,  - vou  know.  And

I  go t  a  l e t t e r  f rom h im,  te1 ' l i ng  me  how me hav ing  them a1 ' l  t hose

Sundays  had  changed  h i s  po in t  o f  v j ' ew  and  now he  was  go ' i ng  to

mar ry  th i s  g i r l  becaus ,e  he 'd  been  t rans fe r red  to  a  p lace  ou t  i n

Ca l i f o rn ia  where  they  cou ld  have  a  home c lose  to  where  he  was  i n

the  A rmy .  Wasn ' t  t ha t  n i ce?  i t  makes  you  fee l  so  good  when  you

can  do  someth ing  fo r  somebody .  And  then  I  go t  ano the r  l e t t e r  f rom

a woman  tha t  I  had  had  the "  so ld ie rs  and  the i r  g i r l f r i ends  ou t  f o r

a  pa r t y  a t  n igh t .  And  s :he  wro te  me  tha t  she  d idn ' t  even  know

where  he r  husband  had  gone ,  t ha t  t hey  had  t aken 'em ou t  ea r l y  t ha t

no rn ing  and  she  d idn ' t  even  know 'where  they  were  gone"  And

thank ing  me  fo r  t he  pa r t y - .  I  had  a  b ig  house  and  I ' d  a lwayso

you  know,  se rve  d i f f e ren t  t h ings .  And  I  pu t  up  1000  p in t s  o f  j ams

and  j e l l i e s  o f f  o f  t ha t  f a rm  to  q i ve  t o  t he  so ld i e r s  t ha t  we re

mar r i ed ,  you  know.

Where  was  i t ?  Where  d id  you  have  tha t?

I t  was on Montoya.  A two-story house /Tn t l "5 f  ,pper  va l1ey"  In

fac t ,  I  l e f t  wo rd ,  t he re  Were  so  many  o f  t he  so ld ie rs '  w i ves  wou ld

come and  they 'd  spend  the  n igh t  i n  t he  depo t .  They 'd  go  down  the re

and  l i e  on  one  o f  t hose  benches  a l l  n i gh t  1ong .  And  I  l e f t  wo rd

that  I  had two or  three b.edrooms that  were not  in  use that  they were

we lcome to  s tay ' t he re .  0 f  cou rse "  t hey 'd  have  to  take  the  bus  ou t

t he re  and  back .  Bu t  I ' d i dn ' t  have  any  o f ' em  come  to  s tay .  I  guess

J :
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they  though t  i t  was  too  fa r .

And  I  a l so  taugh t  A r t  t o  t he  men 's  YMCA.

fa r  f rbm the  depo t ,  t he  o1d  depo t .  And  I

i n  A r t  t ha t  I  t augh t  on  Sa tu rdays .

35 "

I t  was down,  not  too

had  a  c l ass  i n  t ha t

l - .

J :  Du r i ng  t he  yea rs  you ' l i ved  i n  E l  Pasoo  we re  t he re  any  spec ia l

t h ings  tha t  you  and  you r  husband  l i ked  to  do  fo r  rec rea t i on "

l e t ' s  say  a f t e r  you  go t  ma r r i ed  i n  t he  ea r l y  days?

ln le1 ' l  ,  we  bu i l t  a  cab in  i n  Ru idoso  and  I  had  some f r i ends .  Ve lma  and

C . l n l .  Lyons .  She  was  a l so  a  t eache r .  And  I ' d  ca l i  up  and  I ' d  say "

"How long  wou ld  i t  t ake  you  to  ge t  ready  to  go  to  Ru idoso?"

"Th i r t y  m inu tes?"  "Make  i t  twen ty . "  And  we  wou ldn ' t  even  go  by  the

house  because  we  kep t  ou r  t roo thb rushes  and  a l l  o f  ou r  c lo thes

the re  and  t hey  d i d  t oo .  And  we 'd  p i ck  t hem up  and  o f f  we 'd  go  t o

Ruidoso.  And somet imes we had so much company we'd have to  go to

a  ho te l  t o  spend  the  n igh t  so  peop ' l e ' d  have  room to  s tay  i n  ou r

cab in .

I sn ' t  t ha t  some th ing?

Yeah .  i t  i s .

So  tha t  was  wha t  you  l i ked  to  do  the  bes t?

0h ,  yes .  P lay  ca rds and  so  fo r th .

pa ' i .n t ing v1hen you were up there"  too ?And  you  d i d  a  l o t  o f

h l e11 "  no t  t oo  much  t hen  because  you  don ' t  have  much  t ime  when  you ' ve

go t  company ,  you*ve  gq t  t o  t ake -  ca re  o f  t hem.  Bu t  t hen  f i na l l y  I

bu i l t  a  dup lex  up  t he re .  I ' ' d  i n t ended  t o  r e t i r e  up  t he re  bu t  I

cou ldn ' t  ge t  anybody  to  go  anywhere  w i th  me  a t  n igh t .  The  women
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sdJ ,  " I  neve r  go  ou t  a t  n j gh t . "  And

p i c tu re  show  o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .

dec ided  no t  t o  re t i r e  up  the re .

I rd  wan t  t o  go  to  the

And I  just  got  so bored

36.

J : What  brought  you down here to  Las Cruces? What  made you com

here ?

0h ,  i n ' 42 ,  when  I  r e t i r ed  f r om teach ing  I  wan ted  a  p l ace  i n  a

sma l l  t own  and  tha t  t ime  Las  Cruces  - vvas  a  ve ry  sma l l  t own"  abou t

seven  thousand .  And  so  I  came up  and  bough t  t h i s  f a rm.  Tha t  i s

the  one  tha t  I  was  te l l i ng  you  abou t  t ha t  had  the  gove rnmen t  houses

on  i t  and  eve ry th i ng .  Pa id  $ i " 250  f o r  t he  f a rm  and  I  so l d  one  l o t

f o r  $30 ,000 ,  and  I  spen t  a l l  t he  money .  ( Laugh te r )  I 'm  one

o f  t hese  tha t ,  you  know,  g i ' ves  to  cha r i t y .  D r .  Pe te r  Kne l l  i

sen t  a  $1 ,000 ,  ano the r  p l ace  I  sen t  $13 ,500  and  so  f o r t h .  F i r s t

t h ing  you  don ' t  have  money  enough  to  buy  c racke rs .

So you came and star ted your  farm down here.

fues.J

What  d id  you  g row on  you r  f a rm?  Wha t  k ' i nds  o f  t h ings?

0h ,  co t ton  o f  cou rse "  and  a l f a l f a .  And  one  yea r  I  had  beau t ' i f u l

l e t t uce  and  t he  man  t ha t  was  f a rm ing  i t  d i dn ' t  ge t  p i cked  i n  t ime

and  I  l os t  eve ry  b i t  o f  t he  who le  t h i ng ,  p robab l y  f i ve  o r  s i x  t housand

dol I a rs vrorth .

l , r l as  i t  usua l l y  a  good  bus iness  fo r  you?

No"  I  t h ink  I .  t o ld  you  tha t  i .  l os t  $3  one  yea r  and  $300  the  nex t .

No ,  I  d i dn ' t  a lways  make  money  on  i t .  I n  f ac t ,  one  t ime  I  l os t

on ions .  I t  was  a  ve ry  pecu l i a r  t h i ng .  Seeo  I  had  a  we l l  t ha t
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I  i r r i ga ted  w i th .  And  the  man  tha t  owned  the  t ra i l e r  cou r t

wan ted  t he  l and  t o  t ake  i n  t he  we ] l .  And  I  sa i d  I  wou ld  do  t ha t

p rov ided  tha t  I  had  the  use  o f  t he  we l l  as  l ong  as  I  had  the

fa rm.  And  one  day  I  wen t  ou t  and  I  no t i ced  the  ga te  was  l ocked

into th is  pump.  And I  drove down to where my on ' ions were and

the re  they  were  a l l  f l a t  on  the  g round"  w i l t ed .  He  had  l ocked

the  ga te  fo r  some reason ,  I  don ' t  know wha t .  And  the  man  tha t  was

fa rm ing  i t  d i dn ' t  t e i l  me .  I f  he  had  t o l d  me  why  t hen  I  wou ld

have  seen  t ha t  i t  was  opened .  Bu t "  oh "  a  woman"  t hey  j us t  do

eve ry th ' i ng .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  I  had  a  l i t t l e  add i t i on  no r t h  o f  t own .

T ie r ra  de l  So l .  And  I  ca l l ed  up  a  company  he re  to  see  how much

they  wou ld  cha rge  me  fo r  pav inE  t he  s t r ee t .  He  sa idn  "0hn  i t ' l l

be  under  $5 ,000 . "  I ' t  was  $4999 ,50"  50  cen ts  under  f i ve  thousand .

Bu t  t hey  do  tha t  w i th  women ,  you  know.

Tha t ' s  t e r r i b l e .  So  now  tha t  you ' r e  r e t i r ed  you  have  more  t ime

to  pa ' i n t?

Yeah .

Do  you  have  any  ac t i v i t i e s?

I  am busy every day of  the week,  every week.

Wha t  k i nds  o f  t h i ngs  do  you  do?

I  be long  t o  a  l o t  o f  d i f f e ren t  c l ubs .  I  p l ay  ca rds  and  I  pa in t

and  d j f f e ren t  t h i . ngs  l i ke  t ha t .  I rm  ve ry  ac t i ve  i n  t he  Woman ' s

C lub  i n  the  A r t  Depar tmen t .  I  go t  Bes t  o f  Show once  th i s  yea r  and

a  B lue  R ibbon  once ,  and  two  second  p laces  t h i s  yea r .

< l

J :
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Grea t .  Do  you  eve r  pa in t  any th ing  ou t  i n  t he  dese r t?  Do  you

I  i ke  t he  dese r t  a t  a l l  ?

Yes ,  su re .  I  have  a  show 'up  i n  T  o r  C  now tha t  has  some dese r t

p i c t u res  and  one  o f  t he  0 rgans . *  And  t he  one  t ha t  I ,  one  o f ' em

I  gave  away  yes te rday ,  was  o f  t he  rese rva t i on  up  no r th  o f  Ru idoso"

You  know,  keep  on  go ing  on  Ma in  S t ree t  i n  Ru idoso  and  you  h i t

t he  rese rva t i onn  I nd ian  rese rva t i on .  I t  was  pa in ted  up  t he re .

And  the  o the r  was  a  Kach ina  p i c tu re .

And those are gonna be raf f l  ed of f .  And the money used for  a

scho la r sh ip  d i d  you  say?

Tha t ' s  wha t  t hey  sa id .

We11 ,  i s  t he re  any th i ng  e l se  you 'd  l i ke  t o  add?  Any  o f  you r

exper iences  tha t  you ' ve  l e f t  ou t  t ha t  you  wan t  t o  te l l  us  abou t?

C :  No  doub t  I ' ve  l e f t  ou t  p l en t y .  A f t e r ' l  i v ' i ng  t o  be  nea r l y  90  yea rs

old you know, you go through qui te  a b i t  .  ! - - Ihe 'J  twel  f th  of

November .  I 'm  t , hank fu l  f o r  one  t h ' i ng ,  t ha t  I  can  s t i l  l  pa i n t .

A  l o f  o f  peop ' l e  90  yea rs  o l d  a re  no t  ab le  t o  do  t h i ngs  l i ke  t ha t .

Do  you  reca l l  wha t  you r  f i r s t  impress ions  o f  E l  Paso  were?  When

you  f i r s t  saw the  c i t y  and  wha t  you  though t  abou t  i t ?

You 'd  neve r  be l i eve  th i s ,  bu t  I  d reamed  o f  t ha t  t own  be fo re  I

eve r  saw  i t .  I  knw  exac t l y  t hese  t h i ngs  wou ld  be  ou t  i n  f r on t  o f

t he  s to re .  I sn ' t  t ha t  f unny .

Tha t ' s  amaz ing .

I t  i s ,  yeah .  Bu t  t ha t  was  j us t  so  na tu ra l  t o  me .

t rgan Mounta i  ns near  Las Cruces 
"

J :
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hlha t  was  the  c i t y  l i ke  when  you  f i r s t  go t  t he re?  I  mean"  d id

any th ing  impress  you  i n  pa r t i cu la r  abou t  t he  p lace?

0h ,  I  can ' t  r emember  any th inq  spec ia ' l  .  I  r e rnember  go ing  i n to

a  bank  and  wan t ing  to  cash  a  check  and  the  man  tha t  run  the

bank  asked  i f  I  had  any th ing  to  p rovee  you  know,  tha t  I  was  who

I  was .  And  I  sa id "  "You  j us t  t e11  h i 'm  i  know 'more  abou t  h i s

fam i l y  t han  he  does ,  ou t  on  the  G i l a . "  And  the  fe l l ow  come back

sm i l i ng  and  I  sa i d ,  " h l ha t ' d  he  say? "  And  he  sa idn  "To  g i ve  you

the  money .  "

Was  i t  someone  whose  fam i l y . you  had  known  ove r  t he re?

Yeah ,  I  knew h - i s  f am i l y  ve ry  we l l .  He  was  p res iden t  o f  t he  bank

down here.

Do  you  reca l l  wha t  t he  c i t y  l ooked  l i ke  a t  t ha t  t ime?  0 r  how

b ig  the  c i t y  was  o r  any th ' i ng  l i ke  tha t  when  you  f i r s t  moved  he re?

No"  no t  much .  0 f  cou rse  the  A rne r i can  Fu rn i tu re  company  was  down

on . . . oh ,  wha t ' s  t he  nex t  s t ree t  dowt r  f rom Texas?  San  An ton io?

Yes ,  I  be l i eve  so .

We11 ,  t ha t  f u rn i t u re  s to re  was  down  the re .  Cours .e  tha t  was

be fo re  they  moved  up .  They  weren ' t  so  l a rge  l -uJ  s to re "  And

the  Popu la r  and  h lh i t e  House  were  i n  ex i s tence .

Bu t  no th ing  tha t  rea l ' l y  impressed  you  when  you  f i r s t  moved  ou t

t h re .

I  can ' t  t h i  nk  o f  any th i ' ng .

How do you fee ' l  ab.out  1 iv ' ing a l  l  that  t tme in  El  Paso?

39 "
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C:  We11 ,  I  d i d  an  aw fu l  l o t  o f  wo rk ,  I  r emember  t ha t .  They  a lways

gave  me  the  p rob lem ch i l d ren .  I n  f ac t ,  t ha t ' s  why  I  r e t i r ed .

I  had  t o l d  a  f r i end  o f  m ine  t ha t  t augh t  t he re ,  I  sa i d ,  " I f  I

ge t  one  o f  t hose  c l asses  aga in ,  I 'm  j us t  gonna  re t i r e . "

40,
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