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Serg io  GonzS ' l ez ,  J r ,
B.y  0sca r  Ba r t in  ez

i\fovember 3, 1977
De l  R io ,  Texas

t4: F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  Judge ,  I ' d  l i ke  t o  ge t  a  f ew  bas i c  b i og raph i ca l  de ta i l s .

Cou ld  you  te l l  me  where  and  when  you  were  bo rn?

I  was  bo rn  the  8 th  o f  Sep tember ,  1904 ,  De l  l l i o ,  Texas ,

And d id you grow up in  Del  Rio?

Yes .

You ' ve  I  i ved  he re  a l ' l  you r  I  i f e?

0h ,  yes .

Cou ld  you  t e l l  me  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you r  pa ren t s  and  wha t  t hey  d i d?

My father  came f rom l r4onte i , lore los,  l {uevo Leon,  l46x ico.  l4y mother

came f rom Zaragoza ,  Coahu ' i l a .  And  i n  l . l 6x i co  he  and  h i s  f a the r

wo rked  ca t t l e  and  he  m ig ra ted  t o  Texas ,  t o  P leasan ton ,  Texas ,  i n  t he

1800s.  And f rom there he moved to Del  Rio and he went  to  work for

the  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c  Ra i l road  Company .  And  he  worked  the re  i n  1900

un t ' i l  he  re t i r ed  i n  t he ' 30s .

You  wen t  t o  schoo l  i n  De l  R io?

Yes ,  s i r .

Cou ld  you  te l l  me  wha t  s tands  ou t  i n  you r  m ind  f rom you r  schoo l

days ,  l e t ' s  say  e lemen ta ry  schoo l  days ,  he re  i n  De l  R io?  Any

pa r t i cu ' l a r  i nc i den t s  t ha t  s t and  ou t  i n  you r  m ind?  Expe r i ences  i n

the  c l ass room?  Teache rso  au tho r i t y  f i gu res ,  peop le  who  had  an

in f l  uence  on  you?

When  I  was  go ing  t o  schoo l ,  I  neve r  d i d  9o  t o  schoo l  w i t h  g i r 1s "



SERGIO GONZALEZ,  JR.

0h ,  r ea l  l y?

They  were  separa ted - -boys  i n  d i f f e ren t  schoo ls  and  g i r l s  i n

d i f f e ren te  c l ass rooms .  And  I  t h i nk  t ha t  a l t hough  t he re ' s  been  a

l o t  o f  p rog ress  made  i n  schoo l s ,  ou r  t eache rs  we re  more  s t r i c t  w i t h

boys  and  g i 11s .  I  t h i nk  now  they  have  more  f r eedom,  and  I  don ' t

be l i eve  they  s tudy  as  much  as  we  d id .  l n le  were  i n  schoo l  one  yea r ,

we  were  i n  schoo ' l  one  yea r .  h le  d idn ' t  have  wha t  we  have  now,  so

much  go ing  on ,  l i ke  spo r t s  and  eve ry th ing  e1se ,  you  know.  Wh ' i ch  I

be l i eve  i n  spo r t s  myse ' l f .  Bu t  i  t h i nk  a l l  i n  a l l ,  s choo l s  a re

be t t e r ,  i n  a  l o t  o f  t h i ngs  t ha t  we  d i dn ' t  have  when  I  was  go ing  t o

schoo l .  Espec ia l l y  a l l  t he  he lp  t ha t  t he  boys  and  g i r ' l s  ge t  nowadays ,

the re ' s  no  reason  fo r  any  d ropou ts  a t  a l l  because  anybody  can  to  to

co l l ege  now i f  he  wan ts  to ,  I n  ou r  days ,  i t  was  ha rd  even  to  go  to

h igh  schoo l  .

14 :  I  unde rs tand  tha t  t he  Ang lo  s tuden ts  wen t  t o  schoo l  sepa ra te l y  f rom

the  Mex ican  s tuden ts  fo r  a  l ong  t ime .  Schoo ls  were  fa i r l y  seg rega ted

in  t h i s  a rea .

G :  l , l e l ' l  ,  t hey  wene  no t  i n  h igh  schoo l

Not  in  h igh  schoo l

No,  no t  here .  t {o .  0 f  course ,  I 'm sure  you are  aware  tha t  in  our

days  we went  to  schoo l ,  the  c loses t  schoo l ,  s€€ ,  no t  l i ke  i t  i s  now.

R i  gh t .

G: Say that  I  went  to  Guadal  upe School  ,  parochia l  school  ,  and everybody

cou ld  go  the re .  i l ha t  you  ca l l  t he  ne ighborhood  schoo ls .  Bu t  when

they  go t  i n to  h igh  schoo l ,  we l1 ,  eve rybody  was  toge the r .

)
L .

M:

u .

M:

G:

M .



SERGIO GO}IZALEZ,  JR.

14 :  L las  the re  on l y  one  h igh  schoo l  when  you  were  go ing  to  schoo l  ?

G:  Yes ,  on ' l y  one  h igh  schoo l  .  l ^ l e  used  to  have  the  common schoo l

d i s t r i c t ,  and  then  we  had  the  Sac red  i {ea r t  Academy.  My  s i s te rs ,

the  o ldes t  s i s te rs ,  t hey  wen t  t o  Sac red  Hear t  Academy.  And ,  o f

cou rse ,  eve rybody  was  toge the r  t he re .  Eve rybody  wan ted  to  go  the re .

M :  We l l ,  a t  t he  h i gh  schoo l  was  t he re  any  m ing l i ng  be tween  t he

Mex jcan  Amer i can  s tuden ts  and  the  Ang ' l o  Amer i can  s tuden ts?

G:  Yes ,  we  had ,  a f te r  my  day ,  E . I .  Ca lde rdn ,  who  was  Dr .  Fe rm in

Ca lCer5n ' s  f a the r .  t 1e  was  super in tenden t ,  a f te rwards  o f  San  Fe l  i pe

Independen t  Schoo l  D is t r i c t .  Bu t  he  g radua ted  f rom De l  R io  l - l i gh

Schoo l  .  G i l  be r to  Cerda  was  ano the r  one .  He  g radua ted  f rom De l

R io  H igh  Schoo ' l  and  he  was  super in tenden t  f o r  a  wh i l e  i n  San  Fe l i pe

Schoo l  D is t r i c t .  Then  he  wen t  on  to  Lady  o f  t he  Lake  / * ta j  t each

the re .  Two  o f  my  s i s te rs ,  t hey  g radua ted  f rom Sac red  Hear t  Academy,

the  o lde r  s i s te rs .  And  the re  was  p robab ly  some,  SdJ ,  i n  t he  l ower

g rades ,  no t  many  wen t  t o  the  no r th  h ' i gh  schoo l  and  l i ke  tha t ,

because  ve ry  few  Mex ican  peop le  l i ved  up  the re .  h le  were  a l l  down

he re  i n  my  sec t i on  o f  t own ,  and  a l so  i n  San  Fe l i pe .  Su re l y  t hey

wasn ' t  gonna  come ac ross  to  go  to  schoo l  he re .  A t  t ha t  t ime  they

had  t he  common  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  i n  San  Fe l i pe ,  wh i ch  my  o ldes t  s i s t e r ,

Juan i ta ,  vvas  one  o f  t he  teachers  the re .  And  then  i t  became the  San

Fe1  i pe  I ndependen t  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t .  Then  we  had  two  h i gh  schoo ' l s ,

San  Fe l i pe  and  De1  R io .

San  Fe l  i pe ,  mos t l y  t t ' l ex i can  Amer i can?

Yes .

?

M:

u .



SERGIO GOI"IZALEZ, JR.

And  then  the  o the r

Yes.  They had some

of  them went  to  San

one  mos t l y  Ang lo  Amer i can?

peop le ,  some  Ang los  l i ved  ove r  t he re .  Some

Fe l i pe ,  o the rs  came to  De l  R io .

l , ' lhen were the two d is t r ic ts  establ  ished?

We11 ,  De l  R io  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  was  es tab l i shed  l ong  be fo re  San

Fe1  ipe .  San  Fe1  i pe  became and  i ndependen t  schoo l  d i s t r i c t ,  I

be l i eve  i n  1929 .  And  up  un t i ' l  say  s i x ,  seven  yea rs  ago  they  conso l i da ted ,

see .  They 'd  neve r  been  conso l i da ted .  You  see ,  i t  was  a  common

schoo l  d i s t r i c t  be fo re .  Then  the  San  Fe l i pe  Independen t  Schoo l

D i s t r i c t  was  c rea ted .  And  up  un t i l  I ' d  say  s i x ,  seven  yea rs  ago ,

they  conso l i da ted  San  Fe l i pe  and  De l  R ioo  so  we  on l y  have  one  now.

Why  was  San  Fe l i pe  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  c rea ted?

Because  the  peop le  i n  t ha t  pa r t  o f  t own  though t  t ha t  t hey  cou ld  have

be t te r  schoo ls  by  hav ing  the  i ndependen t  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  and  no t

the  common schoo l  d i s t r r l c t .  See ,  t he  common schoo l  d i s t r i c t ,  t hey

on ly  had  e lemen ta ry .  So ,  t hey  c rea ted  the  d i s t r i c t  and  they  they  had

a l l  g rades  up  t o  h i gh  schoo l .

l das  i t  a  move  on  the  pa r t  o f  t he  i {ex i can  Amer i can  pa ren ts  to  c rea te

tha t  d i s t r i c t ?

Yes  s i r .  Yes ,  Mr .  San tos  Ga rza  was  t he  i n i t i a t o r  o f  t ha t  d i s t r i c t "

And ,  o f  cou rse ,  he  had  a  l o t  o f  peop le  he lp i ng  h im .  I  was  one  o f

t hem.  And  f o r  a  wh i l e  i t  d i d  p re t t y  good ,  bu t  t hen  t he  d i s t r i c t

d r ' dn ' t  have  enough  i ncome ,  ad  va lo rem tax  i ncome ,  so  i t  j u s t

cou ldn ' t  succeed  f i nanc ' i a11y .  Tha t  was  the  rna in  reason  fo r  conso l  i da t -

i ng .  [ " f h i ch  I  t h ink  i t  was  a  good  th ing  fo r  eve rybody ,  I  r ea ]1y  do

4

M:

u .

M:

u .

M:

M:

G:



S ERGIO GOi\  ZALE Z,  JR.

now,  tha t  conso l  i da t i on  has  he ' l ped  bo th  peop ' l es .  The  f i r s t  yea r

o f  conso l  i da t i on ,  o f  cou rse ,  San  Fe ' l  i pe  was  pu1  1  i ng  fo r  San

Fe1  i pe  and  De l  R io  was  pu l l i ng  f o r  De1  R io .  Even  t he  boys  and  g i 11s ,

you  know.  They  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  l ose  the i r  f oo tba l  t eam name,

th ings  I  i ke  tha t .  Bu t  a f te r  t ha t ,  eve rybody  ge t  a ' l ong  f i ne .

I ^ l as  the re  any  res i s tance  to  conso l  i da t i on?

We l1 ,  yes ,  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t he  San  Fe l i pe  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t .

No t  on  t he  pa r t  o f  De l  R io  schoo l s?

No .  0 f  cou rse ,  De l  R io  assumed  a l l  t he  i ndeb tedness  o f  t he  San

Fe l i pe  d i s t r i c t .  They  had  to  pay  fo r i t  t o  go .

l , r lhy were they wi ' l1 ing to  do that?

q

vti

c .

M:

G:  We11 ,  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t hey  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  t he re  was  any  o the r  so lu t i on .

l dhoeve r  t ook  ove r  had  t o  t ake  a l l  i ndeb tedness .  And  j us t  l i ke  I

sdy ,  i t  has  been  a  success - -espec ia l l y  f o r  ou r  peop len  f o r  ou r  boys

and  g i  r ' l  s .

M :

l J .

How was  i t  g row ing  up  he re  i n  De l  R io  when

As  a  young  boy ,  was  i t  a  happy  env i ronmen t

in  th i s  a rea?  You  have  happy  memor ies?

Yes ,  I ' d  say .  I t  vvas  d i f f e ren t  f rom today .

bei  ng mean now. I  don I  t  thr 'n  k  we have any

days ,  I  t h ink  were  wors t .

Can  you  g i ve  me  some examp les?

tn le11 ,  we  used  to  f i gh t ,  each  o f  us .  Ang ' l o

he  wan t  t o  p i ck  up  a  f i gh t ,  we1 ' l  ,  he  had  a

you were  growing  up?

to  l i ve  in ,  to  g row up  in ,

They ta lk  about  boys

mean  boys  a t  a ' l l .  Ou r

see  me  on  the  s t ree t .  and

f i qh t .  And  tha t  was

M .

n .



SERGIO GONZALEZ,  JR .

eve ry  day ,  i t  was  eve ryday  l i f e .  Then  we  go t  t oge the r  and  p lay

ba l l  and  p ' l ay  marb les .

You  had  a  l o t  o f  f j gh t s  w i t h  Ang los?

0h ,  yeah .

Wha t  usua ' l 1y  s ta r ted  them?

I ' I e l 1  ,  because  p robab l y  he  d i dn ' t  I  i ke  me ,  and  I  d i dn ' t  I  i ke  h im .

And  t ha t  was  i t .

Was  the re  a  na tu ra l  r i va lpy  be tween  Mex icans  and  Ang los?

6.

M:

u .

M .

G:

M .

I  wou l  dn ' t  say

Four th  o f  Ju1y ,

a l  I  toge ther .

to  ge ther .

tha t ,  because we were  a lways  ming l  ing  together .  The

Diec is5 is  Oe Sept iembr . ,  t f , .  C inco  de  Mayo.  t le  were

l , , le were in many f ights,  f is t  f ights,  but  we were

M:  As  you were  go ing  to  h igh  schoo l ,  le t ' s  sayr  as  you were  growing

up,  d id  you sense tha t  Ang lo  Amer icqns  fe l t  super io r  to  F lex ican

Amer icans?

G: Flaybe a few,  nraybe a few,  just  l  ike today.  But  the major i ty ,  no.

Peop le  say  t ha t  t he  ranchmen . . .we11 ,  I  was  ra i sed  w i t h  t he  ranch

peop le  and  t hey  t r ea t  t he i r  he lp  j us t  l i ke  t hey  wou ld  one  o f  t he i r

own  peop le  and  they  do  i t  now.  I  t h r ' nk  i t ' s  j us t  t he  way  a  pe rson

sees  th ings .  As  I  say ,  I  g rew  up  w i th  them,  I  was  ra i sed  w i th  them,

and  I  go t  a l ong  w i t h  t hem.

I  wen t  t o  work  fo r  t he  ra i l r oad  conpany  i n  1919r  dhd  the re  was  a  l o t

o f  f r i c t i on  t he re ,  because  t he re  we re  B lacks ,  Ang los  and  l v l ex i cans .



SERGIO GONZALEZ,  JR .

There  were  a  l o t  o f  d i sag reemen ts  somet imes ,  bu t  we  go t  a1ong ,

we a ' l  I  worked together .

Do you remember any conf l r 'c ts  that  happened? Any inc idents on the

job?

ln l e l ' 1 ,  some  Ang lo  d i dn ' t  l i ke  t he  81ack ,  d i dn ' t  l i ke  us ,  and  we

d idn ' t  l i ke  h im .  Some t imes  we  go t  i n t o  a  f i s t  f i gh t ,  bu t  t ha t ' s

a l  I  .

l ' 4 :  One th ing  tha t  in te res ts  me is  the  fee l  ings  o f  s tudents  o f  the  pas t

genera t ions  as  they  were  learn ing  about  Texas  h is to ry  and the  way

Texas  h is to ry  was taught  in  the  schoo ls .  Do you remember  hav jng  any

fee l ings  about  Texas  h is to ry  and how i t  was  taught  to  you? Santa

Ana,  the  A lamo,  th ings  I  i  ke  tha t?

b le  taught  jus t  accord ing  to  the  h is to ry  the  way i t  happened.

0 f  course ,  h is to ry  comes ou t  the  way the  au thor  wr i tes  i t .

Bu t  we had a  man here  a t  one t ime,  Dr .  Car los  Casta f reda"  who was a

very i  ve ry  in te l l i gen t  man and  he  was  /an7  h is to r ian"  And  he

d jdn ' t  make  any  bones  abou t  b r ing ing  ou t  h is to ry  jus t  l i ke  he

thought  i t  was .  I  myse l f  thought  the  wor ld  o f  h im,  and everybody

I  i  ke  h im here .

l l e l ' l  ,  he  was  qu i te  a  f i gu re .

Eve rybody  l i ked  h im .  The  Ang lo  peop le  had  h im  l ec tu re  i n  eve ry

c l ub  i n  t own ,  I  guess .  They  j us t  l oved  t he  man .  Jus t  l i ke  I  say ,

he  was  ve ry  c lea r  when  he  nade  a  ta l k .

l ' l e  had  a  na t i ona l  repu ta t i on .

7.

M:

t r :

tJl .

G:

M:

i r :

M:



SERGIO GONZALEZ,  JR.

0h ,  yes .  And  we  were  fo r tuna te  to  have  h im  he re  fo r  a  wh ' i l e "  l l o t

too 
' long,  

but  he was here.  But  just  I  i  ke I  Sd.y,  in  rny younger

days ,  t he  l i t t l e  t r oub le  t ha t  we  had ,  maybe  unde rs tand ing  o r  ge t t i ng

a long  t oge the r ,  I  don ' t  see  t ha t  t he  who le  Ang lo  peop le  was  aga ins t

the  Mex ican  peop le .  The re  may  be  a  few ;  and  I  know tha t  t he re

were  a  few .  Bu t  we  were  the  same way .  Somebody  d idn ' t  l i ke  me ,

we11 ,  I  d i dn ' t  l i ke  h im ,  and  I  d i dn ' t  ca re .

I  guess ,  I  don ' t  know ,  I  may  be  w rong ,  t ha t ' s  one  o f  t he  reasons  t ha t

I  see  th ' i ngs  the  way  I  do .  Because  when  they  b r i ng  a  boy  to  me  in

juven i l e  cou r t  o r  whereve r ,  and  the  newspaper  says  how mean  they

d f€ r  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t hey ' r e  mean  a t  a l l .  They  on l y  have  o the r  means

to  ge t  a long  and  move  fas te r "  t han  we  d id .  Bu t  as  fa r  as  be ing

mean ,  I  don ' t  say  we  don ' t  have  any ,  bu t  ve ry  few ,  t he  pe rcen tage

i s  ve ry  1ow .  Bu t  we  d i d  have  mean  peop le  i n  ou r  days .

l l hen  you  were  a  boy ,  d id  you  do  nuch  sw imm' ing  i n  t he  r i ve r?

0h ,  yes , . y€s .  Yesn  s i r .  t Je  l i ked  f o r  t he  n i ve r  t o  be  up  whe re  we

cou l  d  sw im ac ross .  Yes ,  ve ry  n ' t uch .  l ^Je  wen t  t o .  .  "we  ca l  I  ed  i t

Las Vacas in  those days,  not  /T iuaa{ /  Acufra,  see.  I , le  were over

the re .  De l  R io  and  Acu f i a  had  a lways  go t ten  a long ,  a lways .  0 f

cou rse ,  we  have  the  Good  l ' l e i ghbor  commi t tee  now,  bu t  we  d idn ' t  have

i t  t hen ,  bu t  I  t h ink  we  were  more  s ince re  i n  ou r  f r i endsh ip .  f r l ow ,

i t ' s  commerc ia l i zedn  i t ' s  bus iness .  I n  ou r  days ,  i t  was  j us t

s ince re  f r i endsh ip .  l r . l e ' d  Eo  ove r  t he re ,  t hey 'd  come ove r  he re .

They  d i dn r t  need  an f t h i ng ,  t hey  d i dn ' t  need  any  passpo r t ,  no  pape rs

to  come ac ross  and  go  back ,  t hey  cou ld  come and  go  as  they  p leased .

Now,  I  can ' t  go  ove r  t he re  w i thou t  hav ing  to  say  who  I  am"

R

Irl :

A .
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Somet imes  they  make  me  p roduce  the  ID .  I n  ou r  days  we  d idn ' t

have  t ha t .

And  even  du r ing  the  Revo lu t i on  days .  One  o f  my  unc ' l es ,  he  was

g ib  ch " i e f  ove r  t he re  i n  M6x i co .  When  Pancho  V i ' l l a  was  t he re ,  we11 ,

we  had  t o  go  a l ong  w i t h  Pancho  V i l l a .  Ca r ranc i s tas  come  i n  and

they  took  ove r .  I  r emember  one  t ime ,  ve ry  f r i end ' l y ,  abou t  15  o f

t hose  Ca r ranc i s tas  came  ove r  because  t he  V i l l a  peop ' l e  came  i n  and

they caught  'em by surpr ise,  I  guess,  and they had no v ' tay to  go

bu t  t o  c ross  the  r i ve r .  And  one  o f  t hem had  to  be  my  rno the r ' s

cous in ,  i n  t he  g roup ,  15 ,  and  t hey  came  ove r  t he re  w i t h  t he i r  r i f l e s

and  ho rses  and  ammun i t i on ,  evepy th ing .

To your  house?

G:  S tayed

M:  How d id

there for  two days and went  back.

tha t  s t r i ke  you?  What  d id  you  th ink  abou t  a l l  tha t?

9 .

M .

G: 0h ,  we  were  happy  to  see  h im .

w i  t h  a l  I  t hose  30 -30 r  s  r i  f l  es

I  knew  a  l o t  o f  t hose  peop le

Tor res ,  who  was  a  co lone l  i n

De l  R io .  To  me  i t  was  g rea t

l^ le  were g l  ad to  see a l  I  those peopl  e

then ,  you  know,  and  a l l  t he  ammun ' i t i on .

du r i ng  t he  Revo l  u t i on  days .  Do lo res

M6x i co ,  bu t  h i s  f am i l y  l i ved  he re  ' i n

days .

M :

G :

Wha t  o the r  expe r iences  l i ke  tha t  you  remember  abou t  t he  Revo lu t i on?

' , ^1e11  ,  a t  one  t ime ,  when  V i l  I  a  had  sp l  i t  t he  Car ranza  t roops  up

the re  i n  Ch ihuahua ,  he  j us t  ha ' em sp l i t ,  and  t he re  was  no  r { ay

tha t  t hey  cou l  d  ge t  t o  h im .  Tha t ' s  when  Pres iden t  l ^ t i l  son ,  l vho

v las  ou r  p res iden t  t hen ,  he  pe rm i t t ed  the  Carnanza  g roops  to  c ross
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i n  t r a i n l oads ,  and  t hey  pass ' em th rough  De1  R io  up  t o  Ch ihuahua ,

O the rw i se  t hey  wou ld ' ve  neve r  bea t  V i l l a .  0 f  cou rse  we  have  i n

Acu f ra ,  Gene ra l  Qu i f r 5nez .  He rs  re t i r ed .  He ' s  p robab l y  abou t ,  he rs

c l ose  t o  90  I  guess .  Bu t  he  ge t s  a round  ye t .  0h ,  he  was  a  b i g

V i l l a  man .  And  eve ry  t ime  we  ge t  t oge the r ,  I  r em ind  h im  abou t  i t ,

he  j us t  l ooks  l ' i ke  h i s  b l ood  bo i l  s ,  because  he  says ,  " h l e  had

'em wh ipped .  I f  i t  hadn ' t  been  f o r  b { i l son l "  And  many  t h i ngs  l  i ke

tha t .

M :  You  saw those  t roops  coming  th rough  he re?

G:  0h ,  yeah ,  go ing  up  by  t r a i n .

M: Did you go out there and tal  k to any of  them or wEVe to them?

0h,  yeah,  everybody.  l^ lho le town went  wi ld .

0 f  cou rse ,  i n  t hose  days . . . peop le  t a l k  abou t  t he  deva lua t i on  o f

the  peso  now,  bu t  I  t e l l  a  l o t  o f  t hese  merchan ts  tha t  du r ing  those

days,  the peso was wor th one penny.  One penny,  1C0 pesos for  a

do l l a r .  Tha t ' s  when  t hey  had  wha t  t hey  ca l l ed  t he  b i l imb ique .

See ,  eve ry  one  o f  t hose  co ined  t r i s  l own7  money .  V i l l a  wou ld  co in

h i s ,  and  Car ranza  wou ld  co in  h i s  money .  So  whenever  the  Car ranc i s tas

were  i n  Acu f ra ,  j us t  l i ke  any  o the r  t ownn  the i r  money  was  the  one  i n

c i r cu la t i on .  And  t hen  i f  V i l l a  wou ld  t ake  ove r ,  t hen  h i s  money

wou ld  be  i n  c ' i r cu l a t i on .  So  t he  money  wasn ' t  wo r th  any th i ng .

l ^ l e l l ,  how cou ld  peop le  nake  i t  ove r  t he fe?  Th ings  were  p re t t y

tough ,  hu f r?

G;  P re t t y  t ough .  They  /  we reJ  p re t t y  t ough .  A  l o t  o f  peop ' l e  wou ld *

cone  ac ross .  They  wasn ' t  gonna  Eo  hungry .  They 'd  take  the i r

10.

T\/l .
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goa t ,  t he i r  sheep  o r  ca t t l en  wha teve r  t hey  cou1d ,  t ake  i t

back  w i t h  ' em .

There  was  ra id ing  ove r  he re?

0h ,  yeah .  They  wasn ' t  gonna  go  hungry .  And  ove r  t he re  the  same

way.  Some of  my re lat ives,  unc l  es,  they had,  not  mar ' t .v ,  but  they

had  a  few  ca t t l e .  Any t ime  somebody  needed  so rne th ing ,  t he  t roops ,

why  they 'd  come in  and  say "  "We wan t  so  many  head . "  And  they

jus t  t ook  ' em .

D i  dn '  t  pay  h im?

No.  And  jus t  l i ke  I  say ,  we 've  a lways  go t  a ' l ong^ -bo th  s ides ,

a1 ways .

11 .

M:

M:

i4:

n .

M:

M:

c .

l^ lere there any batt l  es here dur ing the Revol  ut ion?

Ch,  yeah .  Yeah ,  we  cou ld  hear  lThe  nu t te t iT .  ( chuck les )

Yes ,  s ' i r .

About how many batt les were there here?

We11,  I  don t t  remef ibe r  too  many ,  bu t  a t  l eas t  fou r  o r  f i ve "

And some o f  our  peop le  jo ined the  Car ranza t roops ,  f ro rn  De l

You know some peop le  who jo ined Car ranza?

Wel l  ,  one that  I  knew very wel  l  ,  0n6s i rno Gal  r lndo.

Yes,  s i r .

0h ,  yes  "

R io .

Car ranza  t roops .  And  Genera l  Ne ida .  Fo r  a  wh i l e .

a pret ty tough man i f r  a l l  the Carranza troops in

pa r t  o f  Coahu i l a . d one of  the reasons why is

ve ry  c l ose  f r i end  o f  h i s ,  Enca rnac idn  Ce rda ,  t hey

He  j o i ned

he  was  cons ide red

a l l  t he  no r the rn

because  he  and  a

knew the  coun t r y .

They knew where they were a l l  the t ime.  l ' la tura l ' ly t ha t ' s  wha t
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some o f  t hose  genera l s  i n  M6x ico  wan ted ,  somebody  tha t  knew the

coun t ry .

Eve ry  t ime  a  ba t t l e  t ook  p lace  he re ,  d id  a  l o t  o f  peop le  f rom

Acu f ra  c ross  the  r r l ve r  t o  seek  re fuqe  ove r  he re?

0h ,  yes .

D id  you  ge t  peop le  coming  to  you r  home to  s tay  fo r  a  wh i l e?

[ , . le l  I  ,  yes.  lu ly  mother ,  she was,  I  guess,  g l  ad to  see 'em come,

espec ia l l y  t he  ones  tha t  she  knew.  And  De l  R io  be ing  a  ranch  town ,

we  m igh t  say ,  we1 '1 ,  we  were  g lad  to  see  those  peop le  come in .

I  don ' t  know  why ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  a l l  we  had  he re  i n  t hose  days ,  no th i ng

bu t  ho rses  and  vvagons ,  peop le  r i d in '  ho rseback ,  a  bunch  o f  cowboys .

b le  fe l t  I  i ke  those  so ld ie rs  f rom Acu f ra  was  cowboys ,  a1so"  And

tha t ' s  a l l  v l e ' d  see  i n  mov ing  p i c t u res  t hose  days - - t he  g rea t

Ca l i f o rn i a  t r a i n  r obbe ry  by  cowboys ,  and  t ha t ' s  a l l ,  no th i ng  e1se .

Bu t  I  t h ink  De l  R io  has  come a  l ong  ways  i n  t he  way  o f  p rog ress  and

ge t t i ng  a l ong  t oge the r .  One  o f  t he  f ac t s  t ha t  I 'm  he re ,  i n  t h i s

o f f i ce .  And  I 'm  no t  hepe ,  I  ven tu re  to  say ,  no t  on l y  by  the

Mex ican  peop le  bu t  t he  Ang lo  peop ' l e .  I  neve r  t hough t  I  wou ld  se rve

in  pub l i c  o f f i ce .  I  j u s t  wou ldn ' t  have  any th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  a

pub l i c  o f f i ce ,  a ' l t hough  I r ve  been  i n  po l i t i c s  f o r  ove r  50  yea rs .

Bu t  I  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  ho ld  an  o f f i ce .  t r ' l hen  I  was  appo in ted  a

Jus t i ce  o f  t he  Peace ,  I  was  appo in ted  by  Ang los .

Our  schoo ls  r igh t  now,  I  gue

teachers .  A t  leas t  60  perce

teacher.  i {  e '  s been there I

s  6C percent  a re  Span ish  speqk ing

t .  I  have  a  son* in - law whors  a

uess  over  20  years .  I  have th ree

t2 ,

M:

G:

M:

u .
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g randch i l d ren  t each ing ,  and  one  daugh te r  t each ing .  Two  0 r  t h ree

o the rs  don ' t  wan t  t o  t each .  t hey ' r e  do ing  some th ing  e1se .  Bu t

ou r  p r i nc i pa l s ,  I  guess  90  pe rcen t  o f  t he  p r i nc i pa l s  a re  Span i sh

speak ing ,  1oca1  boys  and  g i r l s  bo rn  and  ra i sed  he re .  And  t hey ' r e

do ing  a  t e r r i f i c  j ob .  They ' r e  we l l  t hough t  o f  by  t he  Ang lo  peop le

and  tha t '  s  why  they  have  the ' i r  j obs  .

Te l l  me  abou t  you r  po l i t i ca l  ca ree r .  How  d id  you  s ta r t  i n

po1  i t i c s?

13.

i t .

\ ] .

M .

tde1 i ,  I  s ta r ted

we had to pay a

Pay ing  po l l  tax .

l lhy is that?

po1 i t ics the day l  wa$ twenty-one. In those days

po11 tax  to  vo te .  An$ I  was  a  g rea t  be l iever  in

I  was a ga inst  the a bol  is  h ing o f  the po' l  ' l  tax.

We ' |1 ,  see ,  I  was  one o f  the  organ izerE o f  LULAC,  and they  s ta r ted

the  th ing  /  to l  ab l  r l sh  I  i t J .  I  sa ls ,  " I  th ink  we ' re  mak ing  a

mis take . "  " 0h ,  i t ' s  go ing  t o  i nc rease  ou r  vo te . "  I  neve r  d i d

be l  i eve  i t ,  and  don ' t  be l  i eve  r ' t  ye t .  I t  hasn ' t  p roduced .  t ' l hen

we  pa id  a  po l l  t ax ,  we  wen t  ou t  t o  vo te .  l ' l ow  peop l  e  don r t  have  the

po11  tax ,  t hey  don ' t  ca re  abou t  vo t i ng ,  and  you  s t ' i 1 ' l  have  to  go

ou t  and  d rag  them ou t  and  take  them to  vo te .  And  I  don ' t  be l i eve

in  t ha t .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  i f  any  c i t i zen  doesn ' t  t ake  t he  t ime  t o  go

ou t  and  vo te ,  whe the r  he ' s  aga ins t  o r  f o r ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  he  shou ld

vo te .  i  don ' t  t h i nk  we  shou ' l d  go  ou t  and  h i r e  peop le  and  spend

money  to  go  ou t  t o  ge t  t hen  to  vo te .  They  abo l i shed  the  po l l  t ax .

The  schoo ls  l os t  a  l o t  o f  n roney  because  they  wou ld  ge t  mos t  o f  t he i r

money f rom the po1 ' l  tax.
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t4: That  money would go to  the schools?

G:  0h ,  yes .  One  do l l a r  wou ld  go  t o  t he  schoo l .  Sayn  t he  coun ty  go t

25  cen t s  and  50  cen t s  wen t  t o . . . I  don ' t  r emenbe r  now ,  bu t  I  t h i nk

i t  wen t  t o  t he  H ighway  Depa r tmen t ,  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .  Soo  t he

schoo l s  have  l os t  m i l l i ons  o f  do l l a r s .  And  wha t  t he  peop le  t ha t

f i na l l y  pu t  i t  ove r  was  t r y i ng  t o  accomp l i sh  i t  hasn ' t  done

e i t he r .  Ou r  vo t i ng  s t r eng th  i s  t he  same .  Because  i f  we  don ' t  go

ou t  and  ge t  ou r  peop le  t o  ge t  ou t  and  vo te ,  t hey  won ' t  vo te .  Bu t  a

ce r ta in  pe rcen tage ,  a  ce r ta in  pe rcen tage  a lways  vo tes ,  t hey  a lways

vo te .

I  s ta r ted  i n  po l i t i cs  when  J immy A l r i dge  f i ' r s t  run  fo r  o f f i ce .

i l e  had  a  man  he re ,  D r .  Joe  R .  Sanders ,  who  was  a  ve ry  c lose  f r i end

o f  J immy A l r i dge .  They  had  gone  to  schoo l  t oge the r ,  t hey  were

toommates  and  eve ry th ing  e l se .  So  J immy announced  fo r  o f f i ce ,

he  announced  he re  i n  De l  R io ,  and  we  wen t  ou t .  And  I  suppor ted  h im

a l l  t he  t ime  /_ to rJ  A t to rney  Genera l ,  t hen  Governo r .  And  I  haven ' t

qu i t  s j nce .  Bu t  I  neve r  be l i eved ,  I  d i dn ' t  wan t  t o  ho ld  a  pub l i c

o f f i ce .  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  I  wou ld  eve ry  ho ld  a  pub l i c  o f f i ce .  I

wanted to  be f ree.

M :  When  d id  you  f i r s t  ho ld  pub l  i c  o f f i ce?

1 A
l T  .

About  15  years

you know,  c i ty

i,,lha t was tha t

dgo ,  14  yea rs  ago .  I  ho ld  many  appo in t i ve  o f f i ce ,

and  coun ty .  Bu t  I  neve r  d i d  r un  f o r  an  o f f i ce .

f i r s t  o f f i ce  thq t  you  were  e lec ted  to?

l , l e11 ,  I  was  appo ' i n ted  Jus t ' i ce  o f  t he  P ieacef i r s t ,  then I

Then I  run for

M .

was

thee lec ted  th ree  t imds  Jus t i ce  o f  t he  Peace .
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Coun ty  Judge ' s  o f f i ce .

l , ' Ihen were yo e lected County Judge?

1970 .

And  you ' ve  been  Coun ty  Judge  eve r  s r l nce?

1 ves.J

Are  you  the  f i r s t  coun ty  j udge  o f  Mex r l can  descen t?

Yes .  We  had  a  j udge  he re ,  J im  L indsey  was  ahead  o f  me .  He  was

here  12  yea rs ,  and  the  one  day  he  ca1  I  ed  me ,  he  says  :

- - - " I 'm  no t  gonna  run  any  more . "

I  sa i d :

- -- " l,.lhy ?',

He  says :

- - " 0h ,  I  wanna  ge t  ou t . "

5o  Roger  Thu rman  was  ou r  D is t r i c t  Judge  then ,  f a the r  o f  ou r  p resen t

D is t r i c t  Judge .  So  I  wen t  up  to  Roger  and  I  says :

- - - " Judge ,  J im  L indey ' s  no t  gonna  run  fo r  Coun ty  Judge  anymore . "

He  sa id :

- - - "Don ' t  be l  i eve  h im ,  don ' t  be l  i eve  h im . "

r  says :

- - - "No ,  he  sa id  he ' s  no t  gonna  run . "

He  sa id :

- - - " l r l e l 1  ,  you  t e11  h im  to  pu t  i t  i n  w r i t ' i ng . "

L5.
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I  came down  and  sa id :

- - - " J im ,  w i l l  you  pu t  t ha t  i n  w r i t i ngn  t ha t  you ' r e  no t  gonna

r u n .  t l

He sa  i d :

- -  - "  Yeah ,  s  u re  .  "

And  I  wen t  ups ta i r s  and  sa id :

- - - "Roge r ,  he re  i t  i s . "

I  used to  ca l l  h im Roger ,  v le  was about  the same age and were ra ised

toge the r .  And  I  says :

- - - "1 '1e11 ,  Judge ,  how abou t  ge t t i ng  one  o f  t he  young  a t to rneys

to  run  fo r  t he  o f f i ce? "

He  sa id :

- - - t tNo ,  [ 0 ,  no ,  no . You  gonna  run . r r

That 's  how come f I  ran- I .  I  says:

- - - " 0kay .  I 'm  go i . ng  t o  t a l k  t o  Judge  Mon tague . "

D is t r i c t  Judge  tha t  had  been  the  D is t r i c t  Judge  be fo re  Thurman .

I  wen t  ahead  and  t o l d  h im  wha t  had  happened .  He  says :

- - - "Yeah ,  you  go  ahead  and  run . "

F rom the re ,  I  wen t  t o  my  b ro the r rs  o f f i ce ,  A r tu ro  Gonzd lez .  He ' s

a  l awyer  he re ,  been  p rac t r l c i ng  l aw  he re  fo r  43  yea rs .  I  sa id :

- - - "We11 ,  I 'm  go inq  t o  r un  f o r  Coun ty  Judge . "

He  sa id :

- - - "You ' re  gonna  run  aga ins t  J i lm?"

16.
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I  sa i d :

- : - "No .  J im ' s  no t  gonna  run . "

We11 ,  I ' ve  been  ve ry  ac t i ve  i n  po ' l i t i c s  f , o r  t he  l as t  60  yea rs .

Ac t i ve .  I  mean  ac t i ve ,  rea ' l  ac t i ve .  t , ' l hen  J immy f i r s t  run ,  I

even  wen t  t o  E l  Paso .  I  cove red  E l  Paso ,  Fo r t  S tock ton - -a l l

t hose  p laces  up  the re - -San  Ange lo ,  t o  he lp  h im .  And  one  th ing  tha t

we  have  done  he re ,  we  have  f i nanced  ou r  campar ign .  We don ' t  l e t

ou t s i de  money  come  i n ,  f i nance  ou r  /  campa ignT .  ! , I e  do  t he  wo rk .

I f  we  w in ,  okay ;  i f  no t . . .

And  t o  men  po1 i t i c s  i s  j us t  I i ke  a  spo r t ,  j u s t  I i ke  a  game .  I  have

managed ,  f o r tuna te l y ,  no t  t o  make  enemies .  I  may  d i sag ree  w i th

peop le ,  bu t  I  ag ree  w i th  them.  And  I  have  f r i ends  a l l  ove r  t he

s ta te ,  I  made  f r i  ends  .  A l  t hough  a  l  o t  o f  ou r  j udEes  r "n  ou r

assoc ia t i on  don ' t  see  eye  t o  eye  each  o the r  i n  po l i t i c s ,  bu t  we

ge t  a1on9  f i ne .

M:  Wha t  was  the  marg in  o f  v i . c to ry ,  by  how many  vo tes  d id  you  w in  when

you  go t  e lec ted  Coun ty  Judge?

G:  Twe lve  hundred  vo tes  the  f i r s t  t jme .  The  second  t ime ,  n0  oppos i t i on .

No  oppos i t i on?  You  se rve  a  s i x - yea r  t e rm?

Fou r  yea r .  And  I ' ve  been  ve ry  c l ose  t o  h i gh  o f f j c i a l s  i n  t he  s ta te ,

a t to rney  genera l s ,  and  sec re ta ry  o f  s ta te ,  and  gove rno rs .  And

s t i l  I  . .  . I  j u s t ,  I  don ' t  see  w t r y ,  i  j u s t  cou ldn r t  qu i t .

I t ' s  i n  t he  b l ood .

L7.

M .

c .

M:
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G:  Jus t  
' l i ke  

I  say ,  I  l ' i ke  i t .  And  i f  you  hand ' l e  i t  r i gh t . . . a  l o t

o f  peop ' l e  say  j  t ' s  c roo  ked .  Nobody ,  I  wou l  dn ' t  ca l  1  anybody

tha t ,  because  mos t  peop le  t ha t  a re  i n  pub l i c  o f f i ce ,  t hey ' r e

t r y ing  to  do  the  bes t  t hey  can .  And  l i ke  I  say ,  I  know a  l o t  o f

t he ,n .  I  know  a  l o f  o f  t hem.  I ' ve  made  t r i ps ,  we11 ,  cons tan t l y

go ing  to  Aus t i n ,  somet imes  to  l ^ l ash ing ton ,  t a l  k  w i th  the  b ig  guys

up  the re ,  a  few  tha t  I  know.  I  don ' t  ge t  wha t  i  wan t  t o  a l l  t he

t ime ,  bu t  I  t r y .  I t ' s  a  g rea t  game to  me ,  po l i t i cs .  Grea t  game.

M:  Judge  Gonzd lez ,  wha t  o the r  o f f i ces  have  you  he ld?  You  to ld  me  you

have  seve ra l  appo in t ' i ve  o f f j ces .  Wha t  were  they?

G:  We1 ' l  ,  
' i n  LULAC I  was  the  f i r s t  V i ce -P res iden t  Genera l  under  the

Ram6n Ugor ia  admin is t rat r lon.  Ram6n Ugor ia  was an at torney f rom

Har l i ngen ,  bu t  up  i n  E l  Paso .  A t  t ha t  t ime  I  t h i nk  J .  C .  Machuca

was  P res iden t  Genera l ,  t hen  Ram6n  took  ove r .  And  I  was  ve ry  ac t ' i ve

in  LULAC fo r  seve ra l  yea rs ,  un t i l  a f t e r  t he  second  war  then  the  G I

Fo rum come in .  And  they  say  i t  was  the  same.  I  don ' t  t h r l nk  i t ' s

the  same,  neve r  w i l l  be  the  same.  In  ou r  days  LULAC he ' l d  a  ve ry

h igh  pos i t i on  amongs t  eve rybody .  t , l l . e  saw tha t  po l j t i cs  d idn r t  ge t

i n to  i t  as  an  o rgan i za t i on .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he  reason  f o r  t ha t

was that  LULAC was founded af ter  many,  many meet t 'ngs that  were

had  by  mos t  o f  t he  Span i . sh  speak ing  o rgan iza t i ons  i n  t he  s ta te

tha t  go t  t oge the r "  i . n  d i f , f e ren t  p laces "  A l though  I  d idn r t  a t tend

the f i rs t  two qr  maybe some of  the others,  but  they were get t ing

toge the r  t o  f i nd  how.  we  cou ld  be t te r  Qurse l ves  and  ou r  peop ' l e ,  how

we cou ld  be t te r  ou rse l ves  soc ia l l y  and  economfca l l y ,  And  when  they

reached  the  conc lus ion  tha t  t he  on l y  so lu t ton  was to  fonm one  E rcup
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o f  a l l  t he  o the r  o rgan iza t i ons  then  the re  was  the  t roub le  the re  wha t

to  name i t .  Eve rybody  had  a  name,  bu t  f i na l l y  t hey  ag reed  on

League  o f  Un i ted  La t i n  Amer i can  C i t i zens .  And  they  pu t  i n  t he  word

La t i n  because ,  we l  l ,  t hey  sa id :

- - -  "We '  r e  pa r t  La t i n .  "

And they agreed on that .

A l l  r i gh t .  Then  ou r  a ims  and  pu rposes .  Tha t  was  s t ressed  ve ry

s t rong ly .  Our  a ims  and  pu rposes  was  to  f " i nd  ou t  means  o f  how to

educa te  ou r  peop le  so  they  cou ld  become be t te r  and  1oya1  Amer i can

c i t i zens .  The  on l y  way  r . ' t e  saw was  to  educa te  ou r  peop le  and  work .

And  we  d id  tha t .  And  I  guess  today ,  and  I  have  sa id  th i s  many

t t lmes  i n  Corpus  Chr i s t r '  and  a l  I  ove r  t he  va ' l ' l ey ,  I  know eve ry

town  I  guess  i n  Texas  tha t  we  wen t  t o .  [ . l e  d idn ' t  go  on  anybody ' s

money.  | . le  had to  pay our  own expenses"  In  those days there was

nobody to  hel  p  us.  So we though that  the only  way that  we coul  d

be t te r  ou rse l ves  soc ia l l y  was  to  educa te  ou r  peop le  some way  o r

ano the r .  [ ^Je  had  to  sac r i f i ce .  And  tha t ' s  wha t  we  d r l d .

We  sen t  ou r  ch i l d ren  t o  schoo l ,  t hose  t ha t  d i dn ' t  have  t he  means ,

we  found  the  ways ,  we  he lped  them.  And  r i gh  today ,  a  l o t  o f  t hese

people that  brags about  the 0I  forum, th is  and that ,  they owe i t  to

LULAC.  Because  /_  i f  i t 7  hadn ' t  heen  fo r "  LULAC,  d  l o t  o f  ou r

peop le ,  t hey  j us t  cou ldn ' t  go  t o  schoo l ,  I  mean"  t o  co l1ege .  They

cou ldn ' t  go  to  a  schoo l  o f  h i . ghep  Iea rn ing  hecause  the re  was  no  one

to help them. There were no grants .  nothr lng.  And I  know in  my

own f l r n i ' l y ,  I  cou ldn ' t  eve r  send  my '  ch i l d ren  to  schoo l  .  How I  d id

19.
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i t ,  I  s t i l l  don ' t  know.  Fo r tuna te l y ,  one  o f  my  boys  g radua ted

from St .  lv lary 's  Law School  and he pract iced law here in  Del

R io .  He  d ied  fu t J  a  ve ry  young  age .  Bu t  o the rs  wen t  t o  Lady

o f  t he  Lake ,  I nca rna te  Word  Co l l ege ,  eve rywhere .  Go t  nu rses ,

teachers .  And  how,  I  don ' t  know.  Because  I  had  to  work .

Wha t  has  been  you r  ma in  occupa t ion?

Pr in te r .  I  pub l i shed  a  Span ish  newspaper  he re  fo r  nea r l y  30

yea rs .

f , lhat  was the name of  i t?

Novedades .

I s  i t  s t i  I  I  be r ' ng  pub l  i . shed?

No .  I  qu i t  two  yea rs  a f t e r  I  t ook  t h i s  o f f i ce .  I  Jus t  cou ldn ' t

devo te  any  t ime  to  i t .  I  s t i l l  have  the  o ld  p ress  and  l i no type

mach ines ,  and  i  s t i l l  have ,  I  guess ,  s i x ,  seven  t housand  do l l a r s

wo r th  o f  newsp r j n t  t he re .  I  ha ted  t o  s top  i t ,  bu t  I  i u s t  cou ldn r t .

D id  you  have  a  comp le te  co l l ec t i on  o f  t he  who le  newspaper?

Shou l  d  have .

When  d id  i t  s t a r t ?

1935 .

Was  the re  a  Spanr ' sh  l anguage  newspaper  be fo re  then ,  
' l oca11y?

Yes.  The man that  I  bought  the f i . rs : t  equr ipment  f rom, Mr.  Amado

Gut i6 r !4e2 ,  we  ca l l ed  h im  Don  Arnado  Gu t i . 6 r  rez "  he  was  a  te r r i f i c

newspaperman in  Spanish.  And he had pnint  way back in  the 1900s

M:

u .

M:

u .
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a  newspaper ,  he re  and

f i  gh t i ng  guys .

What  d j  d  you do before

Ra i l road  company .

The ra i  I  road company.

Yes .  When  the  Depress ion  s ta r ted

peop le  neve r ,  I  hope  you '1 . |  neye r

Te l l  me  abou t  t he  Depress ion .

He  says :

- - - "N0 ,  I 'm  gonna  E r : ve  you

Six months,  r l f ,  you want

wer l l  r ene ,w . r '

i n  t he  Va11ey . He  was  one  o f  t hose

you got  in to the  newspaper  bus iness?

21.

h i t . .  . t ha t ' s  some th ing  you

th rough .

a leave o f  ahsence fo r  s ix  months .

to come back you come hack, i f  not

JR.

M :

u .

M .

t o

go

M :

n . When the Depressr 'on s tar ted to  hr l t ,  they moved me to El  Paso,

they t ransferred me f rom here to  El  Paso to  work.  And the on ' ly

reason  they  d id  i t ,  because  the  mas te r  mechan ic  and  my  fa the r  were

rea l  c l ose  f r i ends .  Bu t  I  had  been  cu t  o f f .  So ,  I  wo rked  i n

E l  Paso  fo r  a  wh i l e  and  my  fa the r  was  he re ,  my  w ' i f e  was  he re .

I  t o ld  Mr .  Ha r r i s ,  John  Har r i s ,  t he  mas te r  mechan ic ,  I  sa id :

- - - "Mr .  Ha r r i s ,  I 'm  go ing  back  home .  "

He says :

- - - "0h ,  don ' t  go .  There 's  no  way  you  can  ge t  a  job . "

sa id :

- - - "We11 ,  I 'm  go ing  back . "
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I  sa i  d :

- - -  "A . |  1  r i  gh t .  "

A  cam back .  The re  was  no th i ng  t o  do .  Peop le  had  been  l a i d  o f f

eve rywhere ,  bus inesses  was  c los ing ,  and  the re  was  j u t  no  way  you

cou ld  make  a  l i v i ng .  So  I  wen t  t o  work .  I  go t  a  j ob .  Raymond

Crosby,  he was the dealer  for  the Texas Company here saw me down

lv la in  Street  one day and says:

- - - "Wha t  a re  you  do ing? "

I  say :

- - - " 0h . ,  I 'm  I ook in9  f o r  a  j ob . "

He  sa id :

- - - "We '11 ,  I  can  g i ve  you  a  j ob "  bu t  I  can ' t  pay  you  wha t  t he

ra i  I  road company pays.  "

I  sa i d :

- - - "We l1 ,  t ha t ' s  a l 1  r i gh t ,  j us t  g i ve  f t €  so r i l € t h i ng . "

So  he  sa id :

- - - " l , r l e l 1 ,  a  ce r ta in  p l  ace  i s  gonna  go  b roke .  I  w r l sh  you rd

take  i t  ove r  and  run  i t ,  see  wha t  you  can  do  w i th  i t . "

I  sa i d :

- - - "We11  ,  I ' l l  do  any t l r i . ng . "

I  was  mak ing  two  do l l a rs  a  day .  And  you  cou ld  f r ' nd  a  l o t  o f

peop le  tha t  w .ou ld  do  i . t  f o r  one  dq l l a r  a  day .  They  wou ld  91ad1y

ge t  i . t .

M:  t^ lhat  was the actual  job?
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G:  I  was  supposed  to  run  a  se rv i ce  s ta t i on .  The  man  tha t  owned  i t ,

t he  man  t ha t  owned  t he  p ' l ace  was  i n  t he  ho1e ,  he  cou ldn ' t  ge t  ou t ,

he  ge t  i n to  deb t .  So ,  i  t ook  i t  ove r  and  I  wo rked  the re  abou t  a

yea r  and  a  ha l f .  Pa id  a l l  h i s  deb t s .  And  t hen  I  t o l d  h im :

- - - " Look ,  I 'm  ready  t o  ge t  ou t  o f  he re . "

So  he  gave  me  a  j ob  runn ing  a  t r a i ' l e r  t r uck ,  pu t t i ng  i n  gaso l i ne

tanks  he re  i n  De l  R io ,  Coms tock ,  Lang t r y ,  and  Sampson .  F i f t een

do l l a r s  a  week ,  pu t t i n '  i n  l ong  hou rs .  And  t he  Dep ress ion  h i t  and

a l so  a  d rough t .  I t  l ooked  l i ke  eve ry th i ng  was  j us t  com ing  a t  one

t ime .  I  hope  I ' l l  neve r  see  i t ,  I  hope  nobody  eve r  sees  some th ing

I  ike that .  And the government  come r 'n  buy ing cat t le  f rom the

ranch people,  and goats,  because they were dyfng because of  the

d rough t .  So ,  t hey  was  k i ' l 1 i ng  t he  ca t t l e  and  j us t  g i v i ng  i t  t o  t he

peop le ,  go  a round  and  t ake  a  f u l l  / - l oad7  w i t h  mea t ,  g i v i ng  i t

away.

Why did you want to come back to Del Rio w'hen you had a job in

E l  Paso  ?

I  was  t oo  a t t ached  t o  my  daddy .  I  j u s t  cou ldn ' t  see  me  be ing . . .

a l t hough  he  cou ld  go ,  he  cou ld  go  and  see  me  because  he  had  a

ra i l r oad  pass .  He 'd  been  re t i r ed  and  he  cou ld "  and  he  d i d .  Bu t  I

s t i l l ,  I  wan ted  t o  be  c l ose .

And before the Depress i .on,  I -  was t ravel  ing"  I  was wrork ing for  the

ra i l r oad  company .  One  o f  t he  reasens  I  go t  t he  j ob ,  because  I

was  a  ba l l  p l aye r ,  baseba l ' l  p l aye r .  So ,  i n  1926  and '25 ,  and  pa r t

o f  ' 27 *  I  was  p l ay i ng  ba l l .  I  was  on  t he  pay ro ' | 1  f o r  t he  ra i l r oad
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company,  but  I  was p ' lay ing bal ' l  .  At  that  t ime,  we t ravel led by

t ra in .  And  I  was  p lay ing  w i th  a  team f rom San  An ton io .  And  we

won  t he  champ ionsh ip  i n  ou r  d i v i s i on .  We  bea t  E l  Paso ,  and  we  come

back  and  bea t  Hous ton  f ro  the  champ ' i onsh ip  i n  Texas .  } ' l e  p layed

Segu in ,  Aus t i n ,  V i c to r r l a ,  Yoakum,  p ' l ayed  a  bunch  o f  t owns .  Bu t

we  bea t  Hous ton  fo r  t he  champ ionsh ip  i n  Texas ,  t hen  we  wen t  i n to

Lou is iana  i n  1925  and  bea t  t hem the re  fo r  t he  champ i ,onsh ip  i n  Texas

and  Lou is iana .  Tha t  was  i n  1925 .  h le  won  the  champr ionsh ip .  i

wo rked  un t i l  t hey  move  me  up  to  E l  Paso .  And  i n  1925  I  was  o f fe red

a chance to p1 ay in  the Tr i - I  Lea gue up in  Err 'e ,  Pennsy ' l  van i  a  .

Bu t  I  t u rned  i t  down  jus t  f o r  t he  same reason ,  I  d idn ' t  wan t  t o

leave  my  dad .  H is :  name was  Serg io  Gon  z5 .1ez  a l so .  I  t u rned  i t

down ,  I  d i  dn '  t  go .

Bu t  a l l  py  g randch i  1d ren ,  even  t he  g ' i r 1s  a re  s t r ong  i n  spo r t s ,

mos t  o f  t hem foo tba l l .  My  boy ,  t he  one  who  made  i t  i n  1aw  schoo l ,

be fo re  he  g radua ted  f rom h igh  schoo l ,  he  was  taken  j n  the  se rv i ce .

He  wen t  i n to  Eu rope ,  f i na l l y  come back .  Wen t  back  to  schoo l  t o

ge t  h i s  d i p l oma ,  t hen  he  wen t  t o  S t .  Ma ry ' s .

Were  you  i n  t he  m i l i t a r y?

No ,  s i r .  They  were  ge t t i ng  ready  to  take  me  in  du r ing  the  f i r s t  wa r .

l l e  were  a l1  i n  g reen ,  no  un i fo rm o r  any th ing ,  abou t  two  b locks  f rom

here .  And  I  d i  dn '  t  go .

l^ Ie ' |1  ,  you were pret ty  young then.

Young  man .

M :

b :

M:
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M :  To  be  i n  t he  m i ' l i t a r y  t ha t  soon .

Everybody wanted

Everybody wanted

go  in  these  daysn  no t  l i ke  they  do  now.

f i  gh t .  (  Laugh)

?5.

t t . to

to

ul .

M:  One  th ing  tha t  i n te res ts  me  a  l o t  abou t  t he  bo rde r  i s  t he  pe r iod  o f

P roh ib i t i on .  I 'm  cu r i ous  as  t o  how  th i ngs  we re  he re  du r i ng  P roh ib i t i on .

I t  was  p re t t y  rough ,  p re t t y  rough .  Because  i n  those  days  the

boo t leggers ,  we  ca l l ed  them boo t leggers ,  you  know,  the  boo t l eggers ,

you 'd  have  the  Texas  Rangers  f r l gh t i ng  boo t l eggers "  I n  those  days ,

the  peop le  tha t  were  i n  t ha t  k ind  o f  bus iness ,  t hey  wou ld  neve r  pemi t

f themselvesJ to  be caught  a l  ive.  Never .  They had to put  up a

f i gh t  t o  ca th  ' em.  They  were  a l ' l  a rmed  and  ready  to  f i gh t .  Now-

adays  i t ' s  d j f f e ren t .  The  boys  tha t  a re  smugg l i ng ,  wha teve r  t hey

a re ,  wha teve r  t hey ' re  do ing ,  t he  momen t  they  see  an  o f f j ce r  come,  they

don ' t  pu t  up  a  f i gh t .  I ' t ' s  easy  fo r  t he  o f f i ce r  t o  ca th  them now.

Bu t  no t  i n  t he  P roh ib j t i on  dOys .

You  remember  any  gun  ba t t l es  a round  he re?M .

G:  Yes"  a  few .  Knew a  l o t  o f  t he  Rangers

Ba r r "  Ha imer ,  A l  Lee ,  Ma ' l one ,  a  l o t  o f

t ough . . . t he  Range rs  we re  t ouEh ,  and  no t

tha t  were  he re - *Cap ta in

those .  They  were  j us t  as

a f ra i d  e ' i t he r .

you  remember?  Par t i cu ]a rM .

I,r :

Any  in te res t i ng  s to r i . es  abou t  t ha t  t ha t

gun bat t l  es that  are i .n terest i .ng!

We11,  many t i .mes we cQuld hear  the shoot ing.  h{e knew what  that

was,  and most  of  them got  a 'way.
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M:  D id  a  l o t  o f  peop le  f rom De1  R io  go  ac ross  to  d r t ' nk  ove r  t he re ,

to  have  a  good  t ime  when  they  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  ove r  he re?

G:  0h ,  yes ,  y€s .  L i ke  t hey  do  now .  Now,  we  t he  o l d  t ime rs '  we

a lways  cons ide red  Acu f ra  pa r t  o f  De l  R io .  And  tha t ' s  t he  t ru th .

Tha t  r i ve r ,  t o  me  i t  doesn ' t  mean  any th ing .  Because  we  do

cons ide r  Acu f i a  /  as  pa r t  o f  De l  R ioJ .  And  I  guess  some o f  t hem

are  s t i l l  t he re  tha t  t h ink  o f  De l  R io  and  Acu f ra  a re  the  same town .

M:  Wha t ' s  you r  v iew  o f  t he  p rob lems  tha t  t ^ te ' re  hav ing  r i gh t  now

on  t he  bo rde r ,  t he  Ku  K lux  K lan  and  immig ra t i on?

G:  We11 ,  I  t h ink  mos t  o f  t ha t  has  been  b lown  up  too  much  by  the

news  med ia .  I  don ' t  ag ree  w i ' t h  t hem a t  a l l .  h l e  had  Ku  K lux  K lan

the re  ' i n  t he  30s ,  and  they  had  the i r  mee t inE  p lace  he re .  They

neve r  caused  any  t roub l  e .  He re ,  t he re ' s  no th i ' ng  they  can  do ,  ' i f

they were to  come here and the other  groups that  are tyr ing to

come in  here,  what  can they do? They don' t  have any r ight  to

en fo rce  any  1aw.  I  t h ink  we  go t  a  good  l aw 'en fo rcemen t  agency  he re

tha t  w i l l  t ake  ca re  o f  any th ing  tha t  comes  up .  And  we ' re  fo r tuna te .

j us t  l i ke  I  say ,  because  we  have  the  Borde r  Pa t ro ,  we  have  a  good

sher i f f ' s  depar tmen t  and  good  po l i ce  depar tmen t ,  we  have  Texas

Range rs ,  we  have  t he  H jghway  Pa t ro l .  So  i f  i t ' s  needed ,  we  go t

a l l  t he  he lp  we  can  ge t .  Bes ides  the  A i r  Fo rce  he re .  De l  R io

has  a l so  a lways  been  a  m i l i . t a ry  town  because  w :e  had  a  mr l l i t a r y

camp here dur i .ng the f r l rs t  war ,  we had i t  durr lng the second war"

we  go t  i ' t  now.  I  don l t  say  they  wou ld  ge t  i ' n to  any -  f t gh ts ,  bu t

i f  De ]  R io  needs  any th i ' ng  i ' n  t he  way .o f  a i ' r p lanes  o r  t rucks ,  wha t -

eve r .  A lways  have .  Dur inE  the  f i r s t  v , t a r  w€  had  the  14 th ,  Cava ' l r y "
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we had  t he  3 rd  I n fan t r y  he re .  l n l e ' ve  had  i t  i n  F t .  C la r k .

Eve rybody  knew Genera l  L la inwr igh t ,  and  some o f  t he  o the r  peop le .

Bu t  t h i s  Ku  K lux  K lan  and  t he  j 11ega1 ,  t hey  t a l k  abou t  t he  i 11ega1

a l i en .  [ , . l e11 ,  t hey ' ve  been  com ing  ove r  a lways .  I ' ve  seem 'em come

over  a l l  t he  t ime .  And  they  don ' t  come to  take  my  job  away  f rom

me,  o r  anybody  e l se .  And  I  have  to ld  th i s  t o  ou r  new immig ra t i on

ch ie f .  f t hs t  o f  t hose  a l i ens  a re  coming  ove r  he re  to  do  the  work

tha t  ou r  peop le  don r t  wan t  t o  do ,  Because  I  know tha t  i n  my  own

fam i l y  a l one - - I  have  28  g randch i l d ren  and  abou t  14  E rea t -g rand -

ch i l d ren - -we l l ,  none  o f  t hose  boys  and  g i r l s  a re  gonna  go  to  work

in  a  ranch  o r  i n  a  fa rm.  Mos t  o f  t hose  peop le  f rom M6x ico  a re

coming  ove r  t o  do  the  wor^k  tha t  ou r  peop le  don r t  wan t  t o  do .  They

don ' t  t ake  anybody ' s  j ob  away  f rom the .  Ranch  work ,  sheep  shear ing

work .  De l  R io  used  to  be  the  woo l  cap i ta l  o f  t he  wor ld .  l ^ l e  won ' t

have  any  sheep  shea re rs  t o  shea r  ou r  sh ip .  And  ou r  boys  and  g i r 1s "

ou r  boys ,  o r  men ,  don ' t  wan t  t o  go .

And  I 'm  a  un ion  man ,  I  wan t  you  t o  know  tha t .  I 'm  a  un ion  man .  I

was  the  o rgan ize r  i n  Texas  fo r  t he  Sheep  Sheare rs  Un ion  yea rs  back .

And  we  had  to  ge t  t hem f rom M6x ico .  I  conv inced  the  Un ion " I  says ,

"We don ' t  have  enough  he re . r r  As  l ong  as :  t hey  cha rge  wha t  we  cha rge ,

and  they ' re  1ega1  ,  o f ,  cou rse "  t hey  had  to  be  
' l ega1  

,  t hey  had  to ,  no

i ' l 1ega1 ,  l ega1 l y ,  wh i ch  t he re  a re  many .  A  l o t  o f  peop le  r "n  M6x i co

was born in  the Unr l ted $tates,  yeu know..  Because way back there,

the i r  peop le  m ig ra ted  he re  du r ing  the  Revo lu t i on ,  t hey  s tayed  he re .

Just  I  i ' ke I  say,  in  thos:e days they d i  dn ' t  need any papers "  But

there are some th ings that  our  ranch people)  our  farming r 'ndustry

?7.
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and  t he  sheep  shea re r

to  cu t  ou r  woo l  and  do

du r i ng  t he  second  wa r ,

peop le  come and  do  the

Dur ing  the  second  war ,

? R

i ndus t r y ,  l ve  j us t  don ' t  have  he re  peop ' l e

the  fa rm work .  Dur ing  the  f i r s t  wa r ,

M6x ico  con t r i bu ted  a  l o t  by  
' l e t t i ng  

the i r

wo rk  wh i l e  ou r  men  we re  do ing  t he  f i gh t i ng .

and  t he  f i r s t  wa r ,  t hey  sa id :

come. llle need .yo u . ""Come. Everybody

Now:

"We  don ' t  need  ' em . we  don ' t  wan t  ' em .  "
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