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Ed Qu inn
by  0scar  Mar t jnez
November  l ,  1977

M:

Q:

F i rs t ,  cou ld  you  te l l  me where  you ' re  f rom,  Mr .  Qu inn?

I  was born  and ra ised in  New Jersey ,  the  nor thern  par t  o f  New Jersey ,  r igh t

ac ross  f rom Manhat tan  - -  i n  Montc la i r ,  New Jersey .  The  way  I  f i na l l y

a r r i ved  a t  Eag le  Pass ,  Texas ,  was  t ha t  I  m ig ra ted

where  I  t ook  emp loymen t  w i th  an  e lec t ron i cs  f i rm .

to

I

Memph is ,  Tennessee ,

was la te r  t rans fer red

M:

n .

t o  open  a  tw in  p1an t ,  i ndus t r i a l  e l ec t ron i cs  p1an t ,  on  t he  bo rde r  o f  Mex i co

and  Eag ' l e  Pass .  P ied ras  Negras  i s  where  we  s ta r ted  the  p lan t  some l1  yea rs

ago .  I  was  the  f i r s t  Amer i can  he re  to  open  the  p1an t .

0h ,  you  were  the  f j r s t  one?

Yes ,  and  i t  was  un ique ,  i nasmuch  as  I  was  he re  a  mon th  be fo re  the  p lan t  opened

and  I  i n t e r v i ewed  t he  f i r s t  50  g i r ' l s ,  some  o f  wh i ch  a f t e r  11  yea rs  a re  s t i l l

emp loyed  a t  t he  p ' l an t .  We  had  
. | , 600  

g i r l s  and  we ' re  t he  l a rges t  t e l ev i s i on

tune r  p ' l an t  i n  t he  wo r l d ,  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras .

How many people employed there?

Now,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  t hey ' re  down  to  abou t  250  because  they ' ve  expanded  the i r

Mex ican  ope ra t i ons  and  they  found  more  o f  a  l abo r  marke t  i n  t he  i n te r i o r

o f  Mex i co .  They ' ve  go t  a  p l an t  now  i n  Za ragoza ,  wh i ch  i s  abou t  40  m i l es

wes t  o f  P ied ras  Neg ras ,  and  ano the r  one  a t  A l l ende ,  wh i ch  i s  a l so  abou t  40

mi les  wes t .  Bu t  unders tandab iy ,  t hey  j us t  had  a  new con t rac t  s igned  w i th

Zen i t h  Co rpo ra t i on ,  and  t hey  w i l l  be  expand ing  t h i s  p ]an t  back  up  aga in ,  no t

M :

to  
. | , 600 ,  

bu t  t o  pe rhaps  
. | , 000  peop le .  So ,  /Fhe  e lec t ron i c i /  t t r e  co rpo ra t i on

i s  ve ry  happy  w i th  the  ope ra t i on  i n  Mex ico .

t hough t  t o  r ea l l y  a  b i g  i ndus t r i a l  / p -1an? .

ou t s tand ing .  We  had  g i r l s  wo rk i ng  w i t h  us

came in  of f  the s t reet  and had never  seen a

But  I  saw i t  grow f rom a

The  l abo r  i n  Mex i co  i s  j us t

tha t  were  1  6  yea rs  o f  age  tha t

p i ece  o f  e l ec t ron i c  equ ipmen t



QU INN 2.

M:

n .

M :

be fo re ,  and  they  adap ted  to  i t  ve ry  rap id l y .  Much  more  so  than  many  o f  t he

newcomers  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes .

You came here in  1970?

I  came he re  i n  1968 .

I n  se t t i ng  up  t h i s  p1an t ,  d i d  you  run  i n to  any  p rob lems  s i nce  t ha t  k i nd  o f

i ndus t r y  was  so  new he re  i n  P ied ras  Negras /  Eag le  Pass?

Wha t  k i nd  o f  p rob lems?

We11 ,  w i t h  cus tomers ,  o r  o f f i c i a l s  on  t he  o the r  s i de  o r  o f f i c i a l s  he re ,  s i nce

you  had  to  t ranspor t  raw  ma te r ia l s  f rom the  Un i ted  S ta tes  and  componen ts

n .

M:

and so  fo r th .

Q:  Not  a t  a l l .  In  fac t ,  when we f i rs t  went  to  Mex ico  i t  was  jus t  abso ' lu te ly

amaz ing  the  coopera t ion  we rece ived f rom the  Mex ican au thor i t ies  in  the

aduana .  In  fac t ,  a  humorous  po in t  tha t  I  can  b r ing  on  i s  when  I . . .  oh ,  j us t

the  f i rs t  coup le  o f  weeks  here ,  the  company sh ipped me some equ ipment  wh ich

I  r ece i ved  he re  i n  Eag le  Pass  and  I  pu t  i t  i n  t he  back  o f  my  p i ck -up  t ruck

one  Sa tu rday  morn ing .  And  I  l e f t  t he  mo te l  and  d rove  up town ,  Eag le  Pass ,  and

go t  a  ha i r cu t  and  go t  a  b i t e  t o  ea t .  And  w j t hou t  t h i nk i ng ,  I  d rove  ac ross

the  b r i dge .  And  i t  wasn ' t  un t i l  I  go t  t o  t he  o the r  s i de ,  and  I  d i scove red

a l l  t h i s  equ ipmen t  i n  t he  back  o f  t he  t r uck .  No  pape rs ,  no th i ng .  And

norma l l y  t hey  wou ld ' ve  sen t  me  back  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  Bu t  t he  man  tha t

was  on  du ty  a t  t he  t ime  in  command  unders tood  my  p l i gh t ,  t ha t  i t  was  i ncoming

equ ipmen t  f o r  t he  s ta r t  o f  t h ' i s  new p lan t r  d r ' r d  he  l e t  me  pass .  I t  wasn ' t  any -

t h ' i ng  soph i s t i ca ted .  I t  was  j us t  m ino r  t h i ngs  ma in tenance -w i se ,  and  he  l e t

me pass.  But  we got  t remendous cooperat ion f rom the Mexican government  when

we f i r s t  s ta r ted  the  p1an t .

Wha t  was  you r  expe r ience  the re  a t  t ha t  p lan t?



QU INN 3.

t t .

M:

M:

v .

n-

Concern ing  wha t?

We l l ,  t he  g row th  o f  t he  p l an t  and  you r  pos i t i on  t he re  i n  wo rk i ng  w i t h  t he

Mex ican  l abo r .  One  ques t i on  tha t  I  have  abou t  t ha t  i s  whe the r  t he  Mex ican

I  abo r  was  un ' i on  I  abo r  o r  non -un ion .

We l l ,  i t  was  un ion ,  i nasmuch  as  i t  was  un ion  run  by  t he  g i r l s "  by  t he

empl  oyees .

D i  d  they bel  on g to  a b ' i  g  federa l  un i  on ?

No .  I t  was  a  un ion  t ha t  t hey  s ta r t ed  w i t h i n  t hemse l ves  i n  t he  p1an t .

They  rece i ved  he lp  and  adv i ce  f rom o the r  un ions  and  peop le  tha t  had  worked

in  t he  un ions  i n  Mex i co .  No ,  and  i t  wasn ' t  a  company  un ion .  You  know ,  i n

t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  you  hea r  o f  company  un ions ,  bu t  i t  was  a  un ion .  The  un jon

rep resen ta t i ves  were  e lec ted  f rom the  rank  and  f i l e  o f  t he  worke rs  the re .

My  job  i n  t he  p1an t ,  when  I  was  sen t  down  he re ,  and  unders tandab ly  so ,  was

as  a  supe rv i so r  i ns t r uc to r .  Mex i co ,  and  once  aga in ,  unde rs tandab l y  So ,

wou ldn ' t  wan t  p ro fess iona i  he lp  to  be  sh ipped  i n to  Mex ico  to  where  a l l  o f

t he  supe rv i so ry  s ta f f  wou ld  be  Un i t ed  S ta tes  c i t i zens .  So  I  was  sen t  ' i n

w i t h  t he  exp ressed  pu rpose  o f  t r a i n i ng  t he  peop le  t ha t  wou ld  be  wo rk i ng

under  f l e ,  so  tha t  even tua l l y  one  day  they  cou ld  take  up  my  du t i es .  Pe rhaps

my  c loses t  f r i end  i s  a  young  Mex ' i can  l ad ,  Fe rnando  Rodr iguez .  He  was  a  ve ry

ta l en ted  pe rson ,  and  he  l ea rned  eve ry th i ng  t ha t  I  t augh t  h im  and  l ea rned  i t

ex t reme ' l y  we l l - - f rom we ld ' i ng  r i gh t  on  down  to  tak ing  soph is t i ca ted  p ieces

o f  mach ine ry  apa r t  and  repa i r i ng  i t .  One  s tep  fu r the r  on  h im ,  I  hea rd  a

repo r t  t he  o the r  day  tha t  t hey  a re  go ing  to  send  h im  now to  B looming ton ,

I nd iana ,  f o r  f u r t he r  t r a i n i ng ,  and  a t  t he  conc lus i on  o f  t he  t h ree -mon th

t ra i n i ng  pe r i od  he  w i l l  r e tu rn  t o  Mex i co  as  one  o f  t he  key  pe rsonne l ,

pe rhaps  mak ing  f r om $16 ,000  t o  $20 ,000  do l l a r s  a  yea r .  To  me ,  t ha t  i n
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M .

n.

M:

i t se l f  i s  t rmendous fo r  us  hav ing  been here ,  tha t  we have taught  peop le

the  task  o f  ca r ry ing  on  the  e lec t ron ic  bus iness .

How long were  you a t  tha t  p lan t?

I  was  there  c lose  to  l l  years ,  and  I  saw i t  g row f rom 50  g i r l s  o r ig ina l l y

to  
. | ,600 g ' i r I s .  And then,  the  main  reason I  le f t  was  tha t  w i th  the

dep loyment  o f  these  two  p lan ts  in  the  in te r io r . . .

They  c losed down two p lan ts?

No.  The  adven t  o f  i t . . .we  s ta r t ed  up  two  p ' l an t s  i n  t he  i n te r i o r .  Bu t  t h i s

t ime ,  my  ass i s tan t ,  Fe rnando  Rodr iguez ,  was  so  adep t  a t  t he  j ob  tha t  I

t augh t  h im  to  do  tha t  I  f ound  tha t  I  was  work ing  l ess  and  l ess  and  needed

less  and  l ess .  And  my  pa ren t  company  made  ove r tu res  tha t  t hey  were  gonna

send  me  to  Ta iwan ,  Fo rmosa .  I n  the  mean t ime  I  had  been  do ing  some news-

cas t j ng  on  t h i s  r ad io  s ta t i on  pa r t - t ime .  I  was  o f f e red  a  pos i t i on ,  and  I

gave  i t  much  cons ide ra t i on ,  and  consequen t l y  l e f t  t ha t  company  to  s tay  he re

in  Eag le  Pass - -and  p r ima r i l y  because  I  l ove  t he  bo rde r ,  I  l o ve  P ied ras

Neg ras  and  Eag le  Pass .

When  you  f i r s t  came he re ,  coming  to  such  a  sma l l  p lace  compared  to  where

you  had  been  be fo re ,  wha t  were  you r  i n i t i a l  ' impress ions?

We l l ,  o f  cou rse ,  I ' ve  l oved  t he  sma l l  t own  eve r  s i nce  I  l e f t  my  na t i ve

New Je rsey  and  I  have  l i ved  i n  t owns  i n  M iss i ss ipp i  t ha t  had  maybe  a

popu la t i on  o f  300 .  So  I 'm  used  t o  sma l l  t owns .

Bu t  t h i s  i s  a  d i f f e ren t  k i nd  o f  sma l l  t own .

We1 ' l  ,  i t  was  a  d j f f e ren t  tw in  sma l l  t own .

R i  gh t .

0 f  cou rse ,  I  was  a ' | 1  agog  and  w ide -eyed  when  I  f i r s t  wen t  t o  Mex i co .  F i r s t

t ime  I ' d  eve r  been  t o  Mex i co ,  o f  cou rse ,  i s  when  I  c rossed  t o  P ied ras

Negras .  And  I  was  ex t reme ly  impressed  because  I  had  d inne r  a t  t he  Moderno

Res tau ran t ,  wh i ch  i s  qu i t e  a  l andmark  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras .  Bu t  t he  peop le

M .

t t .

M:

n .



QUINN q

M:

n .

M :

n .

I  wo rked  w i t h - -and  I  d i dn ' t  know  one  wo rd  o f  Span i sh  when  I  c rossed  t he

b r idge  tha t  f i r s t  day ,  I  d idn ' t  know how to  say  buenos  d fas - -bu t  I  f ound

ou t  t ha t  I  don ' t  ca re  whe the r  you ' r e  i n  a  sma ' l l  t own ,  l a rge  t own ,  o r

wha teve r ,  you  can  ge t  a long .  You  don ' t  necessa r i l y  have  to  be  f l uen t  i n

t he  l anguage ,  you  ge t  a1ong .  And  I  was  a l so  imp ressed  w i t h  t he  amoun t  o f

h i s t o r i ca l  va l ues  t he re  a re  t o  t h i s  sec t i on  o f  t he  coun t r y .  And  I ' ve

read  up  abou t  i t  how the  Ind jan  t ra i l s  used  to  come th rough  he re  and  how

they  had  a  l o t  o f  renegades ,  and  many  o f  t he  wagon  t ra ins  wou ld  s top  he re

a t  Fo r t  Duncan  Park .

I nc i den ta l l y ,  my  good  f r i end  t ha t  I  men t i oned ,  Fe rnando  Rod r i guez ,  he ' s

we l l  know ledgeab le  i n  t he  pas t  h i s t o r y  o f  P id ras  Neg ras .  l r l e  we re  ou t

f i sh jng  /o -ne  da [ /  and  he  took  me  to  a  spo t  i n  P ied ras  Negras ,  wh ' i ch  was

the  o r i g i na l  P ied ras  Neg ras ,  be fo re  t hey  moved  t o  t he  b l u f f  o f  t he  R io

Grande .  And  t he  o r i g i na l  P led ras  Neg ras  was  on  t he  banks  o f  t he  San  An ton io

R j ve r ,  wh i ch  i s  j us t  wes t  o f  P ied ras  Neg ras .  And  he  showed  me  bu r i ed

ovens  tha t  t he  Ind ians  used  to  cook  on  back  many ,  many ,  many  yea rs  ago .

And  /The re  a rg /  s t i l l  a  l o t  o f  a r t i f ac t s  l ay i ng  a round  on  t he  g round .

And  t h i s  i s  l and  t ha t  h i s  f a the r  and  h j s  f am i l y  owned  and  come  to  own .

So  Fe rnando  Rod r i guez  he  knows  t h i s  coun t r y  j us t  l i ke  you  wou ldn ' t  be l i eve .

He  has  a  t r emendous  dep th  o f  know ledge  o f  P ied ras  Neg ras  and  Eag le  Pass .

KEPS i s  a  Span i sh  I  anguage  s ta t i on .

Yes

How b ig  i s  you r  aud ience?

We11 ,  I  wou ld  say  t ha t  on  t he  mos t  r ecen t  su rvey  t aken ,  f o r  a l l  t he  Span i sh -

speak ing  s ta t i ons  i n  t h i s  a rea . . . and  you '1 ' |  see  t he re  a re  qu i t e  a  f ew  o f

t hem in  P ied ras  Neg ras .  Th ree  o f  t hem tha t  a re  on  t he  su rvey :  one  i n



QUINN

M:

Za ragoza ,  Sab inas ,  Ros j t a ,  and  Musqu i s .  KEPS i n  May  o f  1977  was  dec la red

to  ho ld  a  31  pe rcen t  command  o f  t he  aud jence .  Ou r  KEPS a f f i l f a t e  b road -

cas ts  f rom sunup  to  sundown.  0u r  K INL ,  wh ' i ch  i s  t he  FM,  b roadcas ts

f r om s i x  o ' c l ock  i n  t he  morn ing  t i 11  t en  o ' c l ock  a t  n i gh t ,  w i t h  au tho r i za -

t i on  to  b roadcas t  24  hou rs  a  day ,  wh ich  we  do  when  we  se t  up  a  wea the r

wa tch  i f  we  have  seve re  wea the r .  We  keep  K INL  FM on  the  a ' i r  t o  keep

peop le  pos ted  to  the  wea the r  cond i t i ons .  I n  f ac t ,  t he re  have  been  qu i te

a  f ew  t jmes  t ha t  I ' ve  go t t en  up  a t  two ,  t h ree  o ' c l ock  i n  t he  morn ing ,  and

w i t h  ve ry  bad  wea the r  cond i t i ons  come  ou t  and  open  up  t he  s ta t j on  aga in .

And  w i th  tha t  aud ience  vve  cove red  a l l  o f  no r the rn  Mex ico ,  t ha t  i s  down  to

Taragoza .  We go t  l o t s  o f  l j s tene rs  i n  a l l  o f  no r the rn  Mex jco .  And  we

ex tend  up  t o  c l ose  t o  De l  R io ,  a l l  o f  t he  coun t r y ,  and  up  t o  Uva lde ,  La  P r i o r ,

Ca r r j zo  Sp r i ngs ,  C rys ta l  C i t y .  Qu i t e  an  a rea .

Th i s  aud ience  t ha t  was  su rveyed  he re  i s  t he  t o ta l  l i s t en ing  aud ience  i n

the  a rea?

Yes .  And  t h i s  was  done  by  an ' i ndependen t  Mex i can  su rvey ,  no t  t he  Un j t ed

S ta tes  o r  a  U .S .  su rvey  come  down  he re .  0h ,  i t ' s  poss ib ' l y  been  t h ree  o r

fou r  yea rs  ago .  And  they  d id  the  su rvey  on  the  F l4  s ta t i on .  They  showed

tha t  t he  FM K INL  commanded  34  pe rcen t  o f  t he  l i s t en ' i ng  aud ience .  Now,  t ha t ' s

t ak i ng  i n to  cons jde ra t i on  t ha t  we  a l so  have  San  An ton jo  s ta t i ons  com ing

in  he re .  So  we ' re  t r u l y  t he  vo i ce  o f  Eag le  Pass  and  P ied ras  Neg ras .  We

have  pe rhaps  t he  
' l a rges t  

l oca l  news  aud ience  i n  t he  a rea .

I s  t he re  any  s i gn i f i can t  d j f f e rence  be tween  you r  Span i sh  l anguage  s ta t i on

and  you r  Eng l i sh  l anguage  s ta t i on?

No ,  t he re  i sn ' t .  Fo r  a  l ong  t ime ,  t h i s  r ad io  s ta t i on  j us t  had  t he  A l4  KEPS.

And  t he  need  o f  t he  peop le ,  o r  t he  des j r e  o f  t he  peop le  wan t i ng  an  FM
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s ta t i on  p rompted  us  to  i n ' i t i a te  an  F t t ' l  s ta t i on  fo r  a  I  i t t l e  eas ie r

l j s t en ing  mus i c ,  i f  you  p l ease .  Bu t  be fo re  t ha t  t jme ,  we  we re  Eng l j sh

on  KEPS f r om s i x  o ' c l ock  i n  t he  morn ing  t o  one  o ' c l ock  j n  t he  a f t e rnoon ,

and  t hen  Span i sh  f r om one  o ' c l ock  j n  t he  a f t e rnqon  t o  s i gn -o f f .  And  when

we  dec ided  t o  go  100  pe rcen t  Span i sh  on  KEPS,  od r  bus iness  t r i p l ed .

Rea ' l ' l y?

Yes .

A  l o t  o f  adve r t i s ' i ng  f r om P ied ras  Neg ras?

Lo ts  o f  adve r t i s i ng  f r om P ied ras  Neg ras  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he  merchan ts  j n

Eag le  Pass .  I t ' s  un ique .  They  b roadcas t  i n  Span i s :h  on  KEPS because  mos t

o f  t h i s  l i s t en ing  aud ience  i s . . .  t h i s  su rvey  j s  done  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras ,

no t  f o r  Eag le  Pass .  So ,  you  can  go  t h roughou t  t he  ne ighbo rhoods  i n  P ied ras

Neg ras ,  and  i f  you  hea r  a  r ad ' i o ,  chances  a re  you '1 . |  hea r  i t  t uned  t o

KEPS.  The re  a re  a  1og  o f  good  rad io  s ta t i ons  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras  and  j n

Zaragoza ,  Ros i  ta  ,  but  KE PS has had t remendous fo1 1 owing here.  ln le  do an

aw fu l  l o t  o f  pub l i c  se rv j ce  wo rk  he re - -announcemen ts  o f  wha t ' s  go ing  on

po l i t i ca l ' l y ,  wha t ' s  go ing  on  hea l t hw i se ,  wha t ' s  go ing  on ;  / _Tn  t he /  we ' l f a re

o f f i ce ,  soc ' i a1  secu r i t y .  And  t he re  a  l o t  o f  peop le  l j v i ng  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras

tha t  a re  we l f a re  rec i p i en t s  and  soc ia l  secu r i t y  r ec i p i en t s  f  i v i ng  i n  l 4ex i co .

Peop le  t ha t  m igh t ' ve  l i ved  he re  f o r  a  l ong  t ' ime  became  e l i g i b l e  and  t hen

they  j us t  happened  t o  r e tu rn  t o  t he i r  na t i ve  P ied ras  Neg ras  t o  l i ve .  Bu t

t hey ' r e  s t i l l  on  t he  we l f a re  and  soc ia l  secu r i t y  r o " l l s .

Speak ing  o f  po l i t i c s ,  how  do  Mex i can  Amer i cans  and  Ang lo  Amer i cans  he re

i  n te rac t  po1  i  t i  ca1  1y?

l {e11 ,  Doc to r ,  you  know,  peop ' l e  have  asked  me  th i s  and  they  say ,  "A re  the re

any  rac i a ' l  t ens ions? "  No ,  t he re ' s  no t .  And  i n  o the r  commun i t i es  whe re

M :

n .

M :

n .
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t hey  say ,  " l , . l e l l ,  we  wan t  more  Mex ican  Amer i cans  on  the  boa rd . "  Qu i te

o f t en ,  i n  f ac t  r i gh t  now ,  t he  en t i r e  c i t y  commiss jon  a re  a ' l l  Mex i can

Amer i can "  wh i ch  i s  f i ne .  Bu t  t he re ' s  no  rac i a l  t ens ions  he re .  I f  a

pe rson  i s  do jng  a  good  j ob ,  r ega rd less  o f  h j s  pas t ,  he ' s  accep ted .  I f

he ' s  no t  do ing  a  good  j ob ,  he ' s  no t  accep ted  by  e i t he r  t he  Ang lo  o r  t he

Mex i can  Amer i can  f ac t i ons .  And  i t ' s  t ha t  s imp le .  I  t h i nkg  t ha t ' s  one

reason  t ha t  makes  i t  so  p l easan t  t o  I  i ve  he re .  I t ' s  no t  a  case  o f  ,  " ' u , Je11  ,

he ' s  on  t he re  and  he ' s  an  Ang ' l o ,  we  wan t  h im  ou t " ,  o r  "He ' s  a  Mex i can ,  we

wan t  h im  ou t . "  I t ' s  r ea l l y  on  t he  mer i t  o f  t he  peop le .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,

i t ' s  96  pe rcen t  Mex i can  Amer i can  he re ,  f ou r  pe rcen t  Ang " l o .

0h  rea ' l ' l y?  Tha t  h i  gh?

[es . .7  Bu t  no  rac ia l  t ens ' i ons  i n  t he  schoo l  .  Tha t  ' i s ,  pe r  se .  Now,  you

migh t  have  a  f i gh t  ou t  on  the  schoo l  g round  be tween  and  Ang lo  and  Mex ican

youngs te r ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  because  o f  r ac i a l  t ones ,  i t ' s  because  one  o f  t hem

s tepped  on  somebody  e l se ' s  t oes .  And  t ha t  makes  i t  ve r y  p ' l easan t .  No ,

t he re ' s  no  rac i a l  t ens jon  down  he re .  I  t h i nk  I  men t j oned  t o  you  t he  o the r

day  t ha t  I  wou ldn ' t  have  a  qua lm  i n  t he  wo r l d  o f  a l l ow ' i ng  my  w i f e  and  my

ch i l d ren  t o  ven tu re  ac ross  t he  b r i dge  i n to  P ied ras  Neg ras  shopp ing  a t

t en  o ' c l ock  Sa tu rday  n i gh t ,  w i t h  no  f ea r  wha teve ro  because  o f  t he  sma l l

t own  a tmosphe re  be tween  t he  two  c i t i es .  I ' ve  seen  peop le  t ha t  had  been

d r i nk i ng  t oo  much  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras ,  and  t he  l ack  o f  un i f o rmed ,gun -ca r r y -

i ng  po l i ce  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras  make  you  wonde r ,  we11 ,  you  know ,  t hey  don ' t

have  a  l aw .  Bu t  i f  anyone  ge ts  ou t  o f  hand  and  pe rhaps  ge ts  bo i s te rous ,

I ' ve  seen  l 4ex i can  c i t i zens ,  maybe  two  men ' l l  come  a long  and  t hey  j us t  t ake

' em.  No t  r ough -a rm  s tu f f ,  bu t  j us t  he lp ' em to  maybe  t he  po f i ce  s ta t i on

o r  whereve r ,  you  know,  to  ge t  ' em o f f  t he  s t ree ts  so  the re  wou ldn ' t  be  a
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pub l i c  d i s t r ubance .  So ,  t he  f ee l i ng  be tween  t he  two  c i t i es  i s  l i ke  one

rea l ' l y .  I f  you  cemen ted  t he  R io  Grande  and  pa in ted  i t  g reen ,  i t  wou ld

be  l i ke  one  t own .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  l i ke  abou t  P ied ras  Neg ras  and  Eag le

Pass .

And  I ' ve  go t  some  t rmendous l y  wa rm f r i ends  w i t h  a  l ong  l as t i ng  f r i end -

sh ip ' i n  P ied ras  Neg ras .  I  was  gad r i no  f o r  15  g i r l s  wh i l e  I  was  t he re ,

s tood  up  a t  t he i r  wedd ings  and  wa tched  the i r  f i r s t  youngs te rs  bo rn  and

b rough t  i n t o  t he  wo r l d ,  pad r i no  f o r  t he  youngs te r s .  I  guess ,  mo re  t han

mos t  peop le ,  I  have  been  i ns i de  Mex i co  t r u l y  i n  t he  Mex j can  t r ad i t i on ,  i n

t he  homes ,  t han  anyone  e l se  I  can  t h i nk  o f .  Tou r i s t s  wou ldn ' t  go  whe re  I

have  had  t he  oppo r tun i t y  o f  go ing - - t ha t  i s ,  t o  t he  homes  o f  t he  peop le

tha t  I  wo rked  w i t h  ove r  t he re .  And  i  f ound  ou t  one  t h i ng :  t he  Mex j can

peop le  know  immed ia te l y  whe the r  t hey  l i ke  you  o r  don r t  l i ke  you .  I f  a

pe rson  i s  pu t t i ng  on  a  f a l se  f r on t ,  t hey  can  spo t  you  i n  a  m inu te .  I  know

tha t  f o r  su re  he re  i n  P jed ras  Neg ras ;  I  can ' t  answer  f o r  t he  o the r  p ' l aces .

Bu t  t hey  can  spo t  a  phony  i n  a  m inu te .  And  t he re ' r e  j us t  good  re l a t i on -

sh ips  be tween  P ied ras  Neg ras  and  Eag le  Pass .

No t  t oo  fa r  f rom he re  i s  a  town  tha t  rece j ves  a  l o t  o f  pub l  i c i t y ,  C rys ta l

C i t y .  I  wonder  i f  t he re ' s  been  any  fa l l ou t  t o  t h i s  a rea  f rom Crys ta l  C r ' t y

abou t  some  o f  t he  t h i ngs  t ha t  have  gone  on  t he re .

No ,  no .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  so .  I  t h i nk  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  peop le  he re  f ee l

p re t t y  much  the  same way  tha t  C rys ta l  C i t y ' s  p rob lem i s  C rys ta l  C i t y "  And

De l  R io  has  t he i r  p rob lems ,  Uva lde  has  t he i r  p rob lems .  You  m igh t  have

some  peop le  he re  t ha t  have  re l a t i ves  ove r  t he re  t ha t  w i l l  f ee l  bad l y  f o r

t hem.  Bu t  no ,  we  haven ' t  had  any  i n te r - f ee l i ng  t o  speak  o f .  I n  f ac t ,

I  was  i n  C rys ta l  C i t y  t he  morn jng  they  shu t  t he  gas  va l ves  o f f .
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l , r l i t h  ou r  Mex ican  news  announcer .  And  i n  fac t ,  we  i n te rv iewed  one  o f

t he  c i t y  counc i lmen  f i r s t  t ha t  mo rn ing ,  be fo re  any  o f  t he  San  An ton io

s ta t j ons  go t  t o ' em.  I  mean ,  we  asked  t he  f j r s t  ques t i ons ,  and  t he re

was  a  ve ry . . .  I  t hough t  pe rhaps  t he re ' d  be  more  show  o f  an  ange r  cond i t i on ,

bu t  t he re  wasn ' t .  I  t h i nk  t r u l y  Mex i can  peop ' l e  a re  no t  as  a l a rmed  a t

wha t  happens .  And  I  don ' t  know  how  I  can  re l a te  t ha t  t o  you .  I n  Mex i co

i t se l f ,  t he  peop le  a re  pass ' i ve .  And  i f  some th ing  happens ,  I  don ' t  say

they  i gno re  i  t o  bu t  t hey  face  i t  t ha t  que  se r6 ,  ss . l ^F ,  Vou  know.  When  the

f l ood  ravaged  th i s  p lace  i n  1954 ,  t he  f l ood  was  19  fee t  deep ,  t he  wa te rs

i n  P ied ras  Neg ras .  And  t hey  wen t  on  abou t  t he j r  bus jness ,  and  d j d  t he

bes t  t hey  cou ld .  And  then  when  the  f l ood  wa te rs  receded ,  t hey  moved  back

jn  and  bu i l t  up .  0 f  cou rse ,  you  see  t ha t  a l l  a round  t he  wo r l d ,  on  ea r t h -

quakes  and  wha t  no t .  Bu t  you  and  I  pe rhaps  wou ' l d  be  i n  a  s ta te  o f  shock

fo r  a  mon th ,  bu t  he re  j t ' s  a  case  tha t  eve rybody  f t akes  th ings  as  they

comeJ  I 'm  so r r y  f o r  C rys ta l  C i t y ,  bu t  you  know ,  t ha t ' s  t he i r  p rob lems ,

we  go t  ou r  p rob lems .  Maybe  some th jng  w i l l  happen .

How i s  t he  p rob lem j n  C rys ta l  C ' i t y  exp la j ned  he re ,  o r  how  do  peop le  i n

Eag le  Pass  see  t he  o r i g i n  o f  t he  p rob lem j n  C rys ta l  C i t y?

Okay .  I  had  a  l o t  o f  peop le  he re  vo i ce  d i sp leasu re  a t  t he  C i t y  Fa the rs

up  the re  fo r  l e t t i ng  i t  go  tha t  f a r .  They  fe l t  t ha t  when  the  C i t y  Fa the rs

a re  no t  l ead ing ,  t hen  you  ge t  i n t o  a  p red i camen t  l i ke  C rys ta l  C i t y  i s

f ac i ng - - t ha t  eve ry th i ng  e l se  i s  go ing  up ,  bu t  i t ' s  up  t o  t he  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s

to  take  ac t i on  then ,  ra the r  t han  wa i t ' i ng  ove r  t h ree  o r  f ou r  yea rs  and

then  say ing ,  "Hey l  They ' r e  gonna  chop  us  o f f . "  h l e11 ,  a  l o t  o f  t he

peop le  up  t he re ,  o f  cou rse ,  t hey ' r e  be jng  p rov ided  f o r .  No t  w i t h  t he

bes t ,  bu t  I  don ' t  t h i nk  anybody  up  t he re  i s  go ing  hung ry  and  I  hope  t hey ' r e

no t  ge t t i ng  t oo  co ld .  Bu t  I  unde rs tand  t ha t  C rys ta l  C i t y  i s  hav ing  a  b i g
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250 ,000  ga l lon  bu tane  d rum pu t  in to  the  c i t y  tha t  w i1 ' l  f eed  bu tane  in to

the homes that before had natural  gas.

Bu t  t he  po in t  s t i l l  r ema ins ,  Doc to r ,  a  pe rsona l  r e f l ec t i on .  A l l  r i gh t ,

C rys ta l  C i t y  had  t he i r  p rob lems .  Don ' t  b l ame  the  peop le  o f  C rys ta l

C i t y ,  b l ame  whoeve r .  Bu t  i f  t he  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  f e l t  t ha t  t he  poo r  peop le

o f  C rys ta l  C i t y  cou ldn ' t  a f f o rd  t he  h i ghe r  gas  p r i ces ,  and  t hen  Sena to r

t u rns  a round  and  sends  t hem e lec t r i c  b l anke t s ,  and  e l ec t r i c  s t oves ,  and

eve ry th i ng  e l ec t r i c ,  t he  p r i ce  o f  e l ec t r i c  up  t he re ,  e l ec t r i c i t y  i s

a lmos t  p roh ib i t i ve .  I f  t hey  can ' t  a f f o rd  t ha t ,  how  i n  heaven ' s  name  can

they  a f f o rd  go ing  a l  l  q ' l ec t r i c?  I  mean ,  i t ' s  l  i ke  j ump ' i ng  ou t  o f  t he

f r y ing  pan  i n to  the  f i r e .  And  eve rybody ' s  f ac  j ng  ' i t .  Eag ' l e  Pass  i s  f ac ing

r ' t .  t ' l e ' ve  go t  a  l o t  o f  poo r  peop ' l e  he re  tha t  can ' t  a f f o rd  l l { ,  bu t  t hey

do ,  t hey  ad jus t ,  wh i ch  I  t h i nk ' i s  a  key  wo rd  t o  any  s i t ua t j on .  Ad jus t .

Do  you  have  any  i n te res t i ng  anecdo tes  i n  connec t j on  w i t h  you r  pos i t i on

in  t ha t  tw in  p1an t ,  o r  any th i ng  e l se  s i nce  you ' ve  l i ved  he re?

The  on l y  th ing  tha t  I  can  say  tha t  my  one  c la im  to  fame i s  t ha t  when  I

was  young  I  g rew  up  w i t h  I t a l i an  peop le .  We  we re  t he  on l y  l r i sh  f am i l y  i n

t he  en t i r e  commun i t y  o f  I t a l i ans .  When  I  was  e j gh t  yea rs  o1d ,  I  l ea rned

to  ea t  I t a l i an  che r r y  peppe rs - -been  ea t j ng  t hem a l l  my  1 i f e .  And  when  I

a l l  t he  t ime  wo rked  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras ,  my  c ' l a im  t o  f ame  was  t ha t  a l l  o f

my  compad les  tha t  worked  i n  the  p ' l an t  b ragged  on  me  tha t  I  cou ld  ea t  more

ia l ape f ros  t han  any  Mex i can  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras . And  l o t s  o f  t imes  t hey ' d

j a l ape f ros  a t  one  s i t t i ng .pu t  me  the  tes t  and  I  wou ld  ea t  as  many  as  37

M:  Rea11y?

Q:  And  [ {  neve r  bo the rs  me  because  I 'm  used  to

M:  The  rea l  ho t  ones?

M:

n .

i t .
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t t ' 0h,  yeah,  ex t remely  ho t .  And peop le  used to

you know,  and /  make a  b ig  dea ' l  about  i t J .

"Come see  the  showl "

o f f  t he s t ree ts ,

M :

v . tn le11 ,  you  know,  I  fee  good  abou t  i t ,  because  I  w [s  accep ted .  A  lo t  o f

peop le  ove r  t he re  used  t o  ca l l  me  p ingo  g r i ngo .  I  was  l i ke  t he  dev i1 ,

you  know,  I  k i dded  w i th  eve rybody  and  we  go t  a1o f rg  rea l  good .  I  had  l o t s

o f  names ,  mu f reco  and  !apucho  and  many ,  many  o the [  names .  Bu t  t hey  a lways

ta l ked  abou t  how the  g r i nqo_  cou ld  ea t  t he  ho t rs  bet ter  than anybody

because  I  s t j l l  ea t  peppe rs  on  t h i s  s i de  o f  t he  r i ve r .  I 'm  add j c ted  t o

them,  I  guess .  Bu t  t hey  neve r  bo the r  me . I  ea t  two  o r  t h ree  ch i l es

ve ldeq  eve ryday ,  i n  my  home .  Bu t  t hey  j us t  cou ldn ' t  ge t  ove r  i t ,  because

mos t  t imes  an  Ang ' l o  wen t  t o  Mex ico  and  they  were  dea th l y  a f ra id  o f  ho t

peppers ,  Jou  know.

t , . l e  had  one  man  come down  f rom New York  C i t y .  He  was  an  i nves t i ga to r ,

check jng  i n to  ou r  p l an t  one  day - - secu r i t y - - and  he  wan ted  t o  sea rch  a l l

t he  g i r l s  as  t hey  we re  l eav ing ,  wh i ch  was  r j d i cu l ous .  Bu t  t ha t  even ing

he  wan ted  to  be  a loo f  and  he  wan ted  to  be  so  coo l  t ha t  he  wen t  ou t  t o

the  Mode rno  t o  ea t  by  h imse l f .  And  as  i s  t he  cus tom j n  Mex j co ,  o f  cou rse ,

you  knowo  when  you  go  i n  a  r es tau ran t  and  s i t  down ,  t hey ' 11  t ake  you r  o rde r

and  t hen  ano the r  pe rson  w i l l  b r i ng  you  t he  wa te r  and  t he  s i l ve rwa re ,  and

ano the r  wa i t e r  w i l l  come  a long  and  b r i ng  you  b read  and  a  bow l  o f  ch j l e .

l r l e11 ,  t h i s  know- j t - a l l  New  Yo rke r  sa t  down  and  o rde red  and  t hey  i n  t u rn

b rogh t  h im  the  b read  and  the  wa te r  and  the  s i l ve rware ,  and  they  b rough t

h im  the  l i t t l e  bow l  o f  ch i l e .  And  b l ess  h i s  hea r t ,  he  t hough t  i t  was  a
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bow l  o f  consom6 ,  and  t ha t  was  t he  f i r s t  cou rse  o f  h i s  mea1 ,  and  i t  was

dark  i n  t he  res tau ran t .  And  he  sa l t  and  peppered  tha t  dude  and  he  took  a

b ig  spoon fu l  o f  t ha t .  And  I ' l l  t e1 ' l  you  wha t ,  he  rea l l y  come  ou t  o f  i t .

Now ,  i t  hu r t  h im ,  bu t  he  t ook  a  b i g  spoon fu l  o f  t ha t  p i p i ng  ho t  ch i1e ,  and

he  swa l l owed  i t  be fo re  he  rea l i zed  wha t  he  had  go t ten  i n to .  And  to  me

tha t ' s  amaz ing .  I t ' s  a l so  amaz ing r  w€ ' ve  had  a  l o t  o f  peop le  come  down

he re ,  t hey ' ve  b rough t  t he i r  own  soap  powde rs ,  t hey  b rough t  t he j r  own  f ood ,

t hey  b rough t  t he i r  own  j ug  o f  wa te r .  And  P ied ras  Neg ras  has  a  t h ree  m i l l i on

do l l a r  wa te r  pu r i f i ca t i on  p1an t .  The  wa te r  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras  i s  pu re r  t han

the  wa te r  i n  Eag le  Pass .  Now,  i f  you  go  i n  t he  i n te r i o r ,  na tu ra l l y  i f

you  ge t  t o  a  p l ace  whe re  t hey  go t  a  sha l l ow  we l ' 1 ,  yes ,  I ' d  be  a  l i t t l e

skep t i ca l  abou t  d r j nk i ng  t he  wa te r .  Bu t  P ' i ed ras  Neg ras  has  a  t r emendous l y

mode rn  wa te r  pu r i f i ca t i on  p1an t .  And  t he re ' s  a  l o t  o f  t echno logy  i n

P ied ras  Neg ras ,  d  l o t  o f  good  peop le  t he re  t ha t  had  been  educa ted  i n  t he

un i ted  s ta tes  and  re tu rned  to  P ied ras  Negras  to  he lp  the  p rog ress  o f

t he i  r  peop l  e .

Any  o the r  anecdo te  tha t  you  can  th ink  o f ,  o r  any  j okes  tha t  have  to  do

w j t h  t he  reg ion?

Any  j okes?  0h ,  Ch ihuahua :  I ' ve  had  a  t housand  j okes  and  I ' ve  a lways

had  p rob ' l ems  i n  Mex i co  o f  t r ans la t i ng  a  j oke  o r  an  anecdo te  i n to  Span i sh .

And  one  t ha t  I  t r i ed  one  day  i s ,  I  shook  hands  one  morn ing  w i t h  one  o f

t he  g i r l s  t ha t  was  wo rk i ng  ou t  on  t he  1 i ne ,  and  she  had  co ld  hands .  And

the  o l d  say ing  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  t ha t  I ' ve  r emembered  a l l  o f  my  l i f e

i s ,  you  know :  Co ld  hands ,  wa rm hea r t ;  d i r t y  f ee t ,  no  swee thea r t .  you

t r y  t o  t r ans la te  t ha t  i n t o  Span j sh  and  i t  abso lu te ' l y  makes  no  sense  wha t -

soeve r .  Manos  de  f r i o ,  co raz6n  ca l  ' i en te ;  suc ' i o ,  poco  ca l  i en te  co raz6n .

And  they '

no  sense .

d  say ,  "Qu6 ,  qu6 ,  qu6 ,  qu6? "  So  you  know ,  i t  abso lu te ' l y  makes
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I t  j us t  doesn ' t  work .

No ,  i t  doesn ' t .  And  t rans la t ing  a  joke  tha t  we  know here  over  the re ,

and  as  fa r  as  those  jokes  over  the re , ' i t ' s  a  who le  d i f fe ren t  ba l l  game.

l r ' l e  had  jn te rna l  j okes ,  th jngs  tha t  we  laughed  abou t  lo ts  o f  t imes  over

there .

Bu t  summing  i t  up ,  t he  on ' l y  t h i ng  t ha t  I  can  say  i s  t ha t  t he  f ee l i ng  i n

Eag le  Pass  and  P jed ras  Neg ras  makes  me  wan t  t o  s tay  he re .  I n  f ac t ,  I ' ve

d i scussed  i t  w i t h  my  w i f e  and  f am i l y  and  I  don ' t  t h i nk  we ' l l  eve r  l eave

Eag le  Pass ,  un less  d r i ven  ou t .  And  I  don ' t  f o resee  t ha t ,  un less  I  make

money - -more  ed i to r i  a l  s  on  the  rad io .  Bu t  no  ,  t hey '  re  ve ry  warm-hear ted

peop le  he re ,  and  t ha t ' s  wha t  I  l j ke .  And  I  l i ke  t he  c l ima te .  f r l e  have

ve ry  l i t t l e  seve re  wea the r  he re .  And  I 'm  ch i cken .  I  cam f r om M iss i ss i pp i

where  they  had  to rnadoes  eve ry  o the r  day ,  and  l ve ' ve  had  good  wea the r .

And  I  cou ld  be  ques t i oned  by  say ing  tha t ,  because  two  yea rs  ago  I  was

ravaged ;  my  home was  ravaged  by  a  f reak  ha i l  s to rm.  One  a f te rnoon  i t

s t r uck  j us t  a  l j t t l e  po r t i on  o f  ou r  c i t y ,  f r om Secomines  r i gh t  up  t o  t h i s

a rea .  No  p lace  e l se  tn tas  touched .  I  had  l a rge  l emon-s i ze  ha i l  s tones - -

j us t  abso ' l u t e l y  w iped  ou t  my  home .  So ,  f r eak i sh  t h j ngs  do  happen .  I t  was

a  ve ry  bad  week ,  i t  was  a  week  t ha t  was . . .  I  had  my  home  comp le te l y  damaged ,

tha t  was  on  Sunday .  I  t u rned  50  on  Tuesday ,  and  on  Thursday  o f  t ha t  week

my  son - i n - l aw  was  d r i v i ng  me  home  and  someone  was  l ook ing  a t  t he  s to rm

damage  do ing  abou t  60  m i les  an  hou r ,  rea r -ended  us  and  to ta led  ou t  my  b rand

new Cap r i ce  Chev ro le t .  So  t ha t  was  a  t e r r j b l e  week .  Bu t  o the r  t han  t ha t ,

I  mean ,  we  su rv i ved  i t  f i ne .

Eve ry th ing  happens  a t  once .

Yea  h .  Comes  i  n  t h ree  ' s  .
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We l l ,  I  wou ldn ' t  say  t u rn i ng  50  j s  so  bad .

l , r l e l 1 ,  r i gh t  now ,  you  know ,  I 'm  52  and  peop le  ask  me ,  "Say ,  how  o ld  a re

you? "  And  I  say  I 'm  c l ose  t o  f i f t y .  See ,  I  don ' t  t e l l  t hem I 'm  on  t he

o the r  s ' i de  o f  f i  f t y .  So ,  I 'm  j us t  c l  ose  t o  50 ,  and  t hey  t h i nk  maybe  i t ' s

47  o r  48 .  No ,  t ha t  neve r  bo the red  me .  I 'm  gonna  g row  o1d  j us t  as  g race -

fu1 ' l y  and  g rac ious ' l y  as  I  know.  And  I  t h ink  be ing  he re  i s  gonna  he ' l p  me ,

because  I  have  no  anx ie t i es .  I  s ' l eep  we l l  and  have  ca rne  asada  when  I  can

and  en joy  f i sh ing  w ' i t h  my  f r i ends  s t i l l  i n  Mex ico .  And  I  go  ove r  t he re

qu i  t e  a  b i t .  I  don '  t  know wha t  e l  se  I  can  te1  
' l  

you  .

14 :  I  t h ink  we  cove red  mos t  o f  wha t  we  wan ted  to  ask  you .  We wan t  t o  thank

you  ve ry  much .

Q :  l , l e11 ,  I  app rec ia te  you  com ing  i n  t own ,  and  any  t ime .  I n  f ac t ,  A l va ro  Ru i z

says  on  t he  rad io ,  I 'm  pe rhaps  one  o f  t he  b i gges t  boos te r s  o f  t h i s

because  I 'm  a lways  t a l k i ng  abou t  how  beau t j f u1  j t  j s  he re  and  how  n i ce  t he

peop le  a re .  I f  I  d i dn ' t  mean  i t ,  I  wou ldn ' t  say  i t .  Tha t ' s  as  s imp le  as

I  can  pu t  i t .

M :  Thank  you  ve ry  much .  Te l l  us  abou t  t he  f j r s t  t ime  t hey  t ook  you  f i sh i ng

out  f rom town.

(P A u  s  E)

Q:  Yeah .  And  I  wen t  on  a  f i sh i ng  t r i p  i n t o  a  beau t i f u l  r anch  owned  by  a

ve ry  wea l t hy  l andowne r  h re ,  t he  De  l os  San tos  Fam i l y  o f  P ied ras  Neg ras .

And  I  was  used  t o  go in '  f i sh i ng  and  ca r r y i ng  my  own  ba i t  and  ba i t i ng  my

own  hook  and  t ak i ng  t he  f i sh  o f f  and  c l ean ing  t he  f i sh .  And  i t  was  a

ca ravan  o f  t r ucks  and  a l l  o f  ou r  f r i ends  wen t ,  bu t  I  was  t he  on l y

Ang1o .  And ,  goSh ,  t hey  pu t  me  j n  t he  boa t  t he  nex t  day  w i t h  two  l i t t l e

k ids  w i th  oa rs ,  and  a  man  tha t  was  d ' i r ec t ' i ng  them,  and  they  d i  rec ted

whe re  t he  boa t  wen t  and  t hey ' l e t  me  cas t .  And  I  caugh t  BB  f j sh  j n  one

1 q

M:

n .
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hou r ,  bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  t ake  t he  f i r s t  f i sh  o f f  t he  l ' i ne .  And ,  "No ,

no . ' r  And ,  you  know ,  I ' d  r ee l  i t  r i gh t  up  t o  t he  boa t ,  and  t hey ' d

s  eno r ,

t ake  i t  o f f ,  wou ldn ' t  l e t  me  c l ean  i t ,  wou ldn ' t  l e t  me  ba i t  i t ,  no th i ng .

Jus t  t o  me , tha t  was  a  washou t .  I  wan ted  to  ge t  my  hands  d i r t y  and  f j sh

they  way  I  was  used  to  f i sh ing .  Bu t  t hey ' re  ve ry  p rope r  peop le  ove r

the re ,  and  I  t h inkg  they  do  th ings  fo r  peop le  ou t  o f  s i nce r i t y  and  f rom

the  hea r t  i n  P ied ras  Neg ras .  Can ' t  say  t ha t  I 'm  used ,  o r  w i l l  eve r  be

used , t o  t he  easy  l i v i ng .  Bu t  I 'm  g i v i ng  i t  my  bes t  sho t ,  you  know .

Those  peop le  ove r  t he re ,  t he  f i r s t  t ime  I  wen t  i n to  the  Cus toms  House ,

a t  t en  a f te r  n ine ,  you  know,  and  I  was  expec t i ng ,  "Come on ,  I  need  some

pape rs  s i gned . l '  "S f ,  i i l l u t . . "  And  t hey  we ren ' t  r eady .  They  had  t o

read  t he i r  mo rn ing  pape r  because  t hey  d j dn ' t  s t a r t  t i l l  n i ne  o ' c l ock ,  Vou

know.  Bu t  you  l ea rn  t o  l j ve  w i t h  t ha t  cond i t j on  down  he re ,  t ha t ' s  wha t  I

l j ke  so  much .  I  mean ,  i t ' s  no t  a  case  o f  p roc ras t j na t i on  o r  l az i ness ,  i t ' s

j us t  t ha t  peop le  don ' t  r ush  t oo  much .  And  t ha t ' s  wha t  makes  l i v i ng  a l ong

the  bo rde r  i dea l .  And  you  e i t he r  l ove  i t  o r  you  desp i se  i t .  Because

I ' ve  go t  a  l o t  o f  peop le ,  t ha t  I  know  tha t ' ve  desp i sed  i t  and  1e f t ,  wou ld

neve r  come  back .  I ' ve  had  peop le  t ha t  have  l e f t  desp i s i ng ' i t  and  t hen

cou ldn ' t  wa i t  t o  come back .  So  you  see ,  when  they  then  ge t  a  tas te  o f

t he  o the r ,  t hey  wan t  t o  come  back  t o  t he  easy  l i v f ng .

We11 ,  I  t hank  you  ve ry  much .

Thank  you .
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