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B' ishop Emer j tus Sidney. l l .  l t ' le tzger
by  Osca r  J -  Ma r t i nez ,  Anne  Re idm i l l e r .  and  Sa rah  E .  John

Augus t  8 ,  1978

AR:  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  Reve rend ,  I  wan ted  to  beg in  w i th  backg round  in fo rma t ion  abou t

you r  l i f e - -where  you  were  bo rn ,  on  the  day ,  you r  pa ren ts .

S l4 :  t , r l e11 ,  a1 ' l  t he  b jog raph ies  g i ve  tha t .  F rede r i cksbu rg ,  Texas ,  and  on  Ju l y  t he

l l t h ,  1902 .  You  know where  F rede r i cksbu rg  i s?

AR:  Yes ,  bu t  why  don ' t  you  te l l  us  abou t  where  j t ' s  l oca ted?

SM:  l , ' Je l l ,  f i ne .  I t ' s  an  o ld  Gernan  co lony  tha t  s ta ted  i n  1846 .  And  my  g rand -

father  came there f rom my father 's  s ide dur ing that  year  when the co lony

was founded.  They came f rom the Rhine country  in  Gerrnany,  not  far  f rom

Kob lenz ,  and  they  were  s tone  masons .  Th j s  i s  qu i te  an  i n te res t i ng  co lony .

And  so  they  a1 l  se t t l ed  the re .  I t  was  a  co lony  tha t  had  peop le  o f  a l1  fa i t hs ,

and they,had the t rades and profess ions and everyth ' ing very thoroughly  organ-

ized.  A,nd the person who was the head of  i t  was a German nobleman named

Fre ihe r r  Von  Meusebach .  F re i he r r ,  o f  cou rse ,  means . . . ' i t ' s  a  t i t l e  o f  nob i l i t y .

And one o f  the  very  f i rs t  th ings  he  d jd  was make peace w i th  the  Ind ians .  The

Comanche Ind ians  were  in  a l l  those p laces .  So tha t  i s  the  background.  I t

has remained rather German to th is day. I f  you go from here down / fo7 Aust in,

you can dr ive  th rough there .  I t  s t j l l  has  the  a tmosphere  o f  the  o ld  days

qu i te  a  b i t .

I t ' s  a  very  p re t ty  town.  I ' ve  been th rough there .

And also f rom my mother 's s ide,  the sarne. t {y grandfather came from Germany,

so they were old. t i rners there.  And my father had a farm and ret i red then.

Rea11y,  I  spent  very  
' l i t t le  

t ' ime in  Freder icksburg .  I  went  th rough the  grade

schoo ls  and  S t .  l 4a ry ' s ,  the  paroch ia l  schoo l  the re .  I t ' s  qu i te  a  par i sh ,  a

Catho l i c  par ish ,  S t .  l ' 1ary 's  Par ish .  And then I  went  to  what  we ca l l  the  h igh

school  seminary where /you went l  i f  you were boys that  were th ink ing of  becoming
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a  p r i es t  and  so  on .  Tha t  was  i n  S t .  John ' s  semina ry  i n  San  An ton ' i o .

And  you  wen t  t he re  a t  an  ea r l y  age"  d idn ' t  you?

I  was  abou t  13  when  I  wen t .  Yes ,  I  had ' f j n i shed ,  I  guess ,  f iV  g rade  schoo l

a  l i t t l e  b i t  ahead  o f  t ime  o r  some th ing .  And  so  I  t hough t  t ha t  I ' d  l i ke  i us t

to  f j nd  ou t  i f  I  wan ted  to  be  a  p r i es t .  I  wen t  down  the re  and  I  rea l l y  d id

want  to  be a pr iest  because I  very much loved the Mass,  and I  thought  th is

js  what  I  wanted to  do.  So then I  s tayed that  way and I  went  to  San Antonio

to semjnary there for  seven years.  And then I  went  on to  Rome.

I  wan ted  to  ask  you ,  when  was  the  f i r s t  t ime  tha t  you  se r ious l y  cons ide red

becoming  a  p r i es t?  Was  i t  when  you  wen t  t o  S t .  John ' s?

SM:  Yeah,  we]1 ,  i t  was  when I  was  serv inq  N lass .  In  o ther  words ,  ' i t  was ,  as  I

wou ld  say ,  the  sacredness  o f  the  Mass  tha t  rea l l y  a t t rac ted  me.

Your fam' i1y was Cathol  ic .

Yeah ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .

Was there anyone else jn your fami ly who had become a pr iest?

No,  nobody.

Was your  fami ly  very  Catho l ' i c ,  very  ac t jve?

Al l  very  Catho l i c .  0h ,  yeah,  very  ac t ive .  0hn yes '  they  were .  But  nobody

ever to ld me to become a pr iest .

So you r  parents d ' idn'  t  i  nf  I  uence -vou .

No .  Abso lu te ly  no t .  Nor  d id  anyone . . .oh ,  when  I  to ld  them tha t  I  wou ld  be ,

they  sa ' id  tha t  i t  was  very  good.  But  no  one has  sa id ,  "You shou ld  no t , "  o r

"You shou1d, "  one way or  the  o ther .  I  d id  a l l  th is  myse l f .  And so  the  pas tor

was a  good man,  he  was a  wonder fu l  example .  He was an  e lder ly  p r ies t ,  a lso

f rom Germany.  That  was ra ther  insp i r ing  to  me.  And so  tha t ' s  the  way.

I  wanted to ask you about the founding of  that  town in 1846. l , r las that  dur ing



Metzger

the t ime of  the Mexican l , , lar ,  or  was i t  before?

SM:  That  was be fore  the  Mex ican l , r la r .  I  th ink  the  l {ex ican t l la r ,  rea ' l l y ,  i t  d idn ' t

l as t  ve ry  1ong .  I t  was  over  in  1848 .

0M: 1847 ,  real  ly .  They signed the treaty in 1848.

SI, i :  I t  real ly had nothing to do wjth the l4exican l^ lar .  The people lef t  Germany

espec ia l l y  a t  tha t  t ime because there  was a  lo t  o f  unres t  over  there .  And

some o f  them d idn ' t  want  to  serve  in  the  Pruss ' ian  army, .You know-- tha t  type

of  th ing .  0 f  course  a t  tha t  t ime Germany was no t  un i ted .  You had a l l  k inds

o f  p rov inces  and  so  on .  Tha t ' s  why  a  lo t  o f  them le f t .

AR:  Were  there  many Mex ican peop le  who se t t led  in  Freder icksburg?

SM:  No,  no t  a t  tha t  t jme.  There ' re  no t  very  many peop le  in  Freder joksburg  now,

as  fa r  as  I  know.  I  remember  there  was a  l i t t le  par ish  tha t  was  s ta r ted  when

I  was a  ch i ld .  But  as  I  say ,  I  le f t ,  you  see.  I  was  o f f  to  schoo l  a l l  my

l i fe .  So  I  can ' t  g i ve  you  a l l  those  de ta i l s .  Bu t  I  do  remember ,  yes ,  the re

was a . . .  By  the  way,  we d id  have a  pr ies t  f rom Mex ico .  Le t  me see,  h is  name

was Father  Ga larza ,  a  very  love ly  man.  He came over  f rom the  persecut ions

and he came up to Freder icksburg.  And I  know they had the chapel  and al l

these th ings ,  and he  used to  say  the  mass  fo r  them and so  on .  Now tha t  goes

back  qu i te  a  long way.  But  j t  was  ra ther  a  smal ' l  g roup.

0M:  How fa r  back  are  we ta lk ing  about ,  w i th  th js  p r ies t  do ing  tha t?

SM:  About . . .oh ,  must  go  back  to  a round 
. l9 . |5 ,  

as  fa r  as  I  remember .

014: So there was a smal l  colony of  l ' {exican people.

S l r ' l :  0h ,  yes ,  i t  was  a t  tha t  t ime apparent ly .  I  th ink  they  were  peop le  tha t  worked

probab ly  on  the  ranches  and th ings .  But  they  had mass  in  town,  And I  know

that Father Galarza, his name I  remember very wel l .  And he was a very,  very

f ine  person.  I  th ink  la te r  on  he  passed away then.  So I  don ' t  know much
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about  tha t  h is to ry .  A f te r  tha t  I  1e f t ,  o f  course .  And I  don ' t  know even

r igh t  now whether  they  s t i l l  have a  Mex ican par ish  there  or  a  miss ion  or  no t .

I 'm  no t  su re .  Bu t  I  can  look  tha t  up ,  see  what ' s ' i n  the  Ca tho l j c  d i rec to ry ,

i f  the re 's  a  m iss ion  there  tha t  wou ld  be  i t .

0M:  There 's  on ly  one  church .

SM:  [ " . i l ,  S t .  Mary 'S ,  wh ich  is  the  o ld  par ish .  I f  you  go  there  today  you w i l l

see  there  are  ac tua l l y  two churches .  There 's  the  o ld  church ,  wh ich  was bu i l t

by  the  o ld t imers .  I 'm sure  my grandfa ther  and those peop le  who were  bu i lders ,

they helped to do that.  Which by the way has been considered qui te a monument

o f  a rch j tec tu re ,  and they ' re  t ry ing  to  p reserve ' i t  now.  And then the  o ther ,

the  new church ,  was  bu ' i l t  somewhere  in  the  ear ly  
. |900s .  

I  guess  I  was  bap-

t j zed  s t i l l  ' i n  the  o ld  church .  Then when I  was  very  smal l  I  remember  tha t

they  bu i l t  the  new St .  Mary 's  Church ,  as  we ca l l  i t ,  and  tha t ' s  now the  par ish

church .  The  o ld  one  i s  jus t  s tand ' ing  the re .

AR: Do you go back very of ten? Have you been back to Freder icksburg?

S i , l :  0h ,  yes ,  I  go  back  fo r  a  l ' i t t l e  wh i le .  My  fami l y  a re  p rac t i ca l l y  a l l . . .o f

course, remember,  in rny own i rnrnedjate fami ly,  my parents are gone a long t ime

ago.  I  s t i l l  have,  however ,  some / re la t i ve t .  I  had a  nephew l  i v ing  there

who passed away,  and lo ts  o f  o ther  re la t i ves .  You have to  know,  in  these

co lon ies ,  they  s ta r ted  f rom thesefew o ld - t imers  who came in  
. |846.  

The name

Metzger is very wel l  known. I  don' t  know how many there are now. You can

see how tha t  spread ou t  over  th is  t ime.  Even today ,  th is  young fe l low who

./p1aye!/  shortstop for the Houston Astros (he's now with the San Francisco

Giants) ,  Roger  Metzger ,  i f  you remember,  he comes f rom that  town,  the whole

fami  1 y .

0h ,  ' i s  t ha t  r i gh t?  He ' s  f rom you r  fam i l y?
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SM:  Yeah-  Bu t  I  don ' t  know,  I  have  never  t raced  a l l  the  d is tan t  re la t ionsh ips .

But  he 's  f rom Freder icksburg .  And i f  he 's  f rom tha t  c lan ,  tha t  means tha t ' s

what  i t  i s .

AR:  D id  you  a l l  share  a  love  o f  baseba l l?

SM:  Yes ,  I  l i ke  baseba l l  ve ry  much .  Bu t  I ,  o f  course ,  I  don ' t  know th is  boy  rea l ' l y .

I  on ly  heard  about  h im when he  was go ing  down to  S t .  Edward 's  Co l lege some

years  ago.  That ' s  where  he  went ,  to  S t .  Edward 's  Un ivers i ty .  And somebody

to ld  me,  they  sa id ,  "Gee,  he 's  a  c racker jack  shor ts top .  Probab ly  go  in to  p ro-

fess jona l  ba l l . "  And  he  d id .  And  he 's  a  ve ry  f i ne  shor ts top .  H i t s  l i gh t l y '

though.  H is  ba t t jng  average is  no t  very  heavy .  But  fo r  p lay ing  shor t  they

say  he 's  abso lu te ly  tops .  I ' ve  l i s tened to  the  Game o f  the  Week / 'p rogradT

here ,  and I ' ve  heard  the  announcers  te l l  tha t ,  you  know.  They  s ize  up  the

bal  I  p ' layers .

l {e l l ,  now,  tha t ' s  how the  who l  e  c lan  or ig ina l l y  /b .gu . f ,  S tar t ing  in  1846,  now

that ' s  a  hundred and some years .  So you see,  we have spread ou t .  And so  I

go back; and however,  the many, many people whom I  do not know anymore, some

of 'em are  qu ' i te  c lose ly  re la ted  to  me.  Bu t  I  have  been  away .  I  don ' t  spend

much t' ime ./_ther{ . I go there maybe for a week or so and I go out to where

my nephew l i ved .  He has  th is  l ' i t t l e  ranch no t  fa r  f rom Harper ,  and I  go  ou t

there  and s tay  awh i le  to  ge t  some f resh  a i r .  And I ' l l  go  around a  b i t  and

then  I ' l l  l eave  aga in .  I 'm  no t  invo lved ' in  any  loca l  a f fa i r s  o r  any th ing  o f

tha t  k ind .

AR:  There  were  f i ve  ch ' i ld ren  in  your  fami ly ,  i s  tha t  cor rec t?

SM:  Tha t ' s  r igh t ,  yeah .

AR:  Are  they  a1 .1  
' l i v ing  

s t i l l  ?

S l4 :  No,  they ' re  a l l  gone except  one.  F1y  bro ther  l j ves  in  San Anton io ,  he  s t i l l
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l i ves  in  San Anton io .  I  have a  nephew s tays  there  w i th  h im.  He has  two boys .

One o f  the  ch i ldned d ied  and they  had two boys .  One o f  them is  one o f  the

l ib ra r ians  a t  SAC.  You  know what  SAC is?  San  An ton io  Co l lege .  Tha t ' s  qu i te

a  b ig  p lace .  I  guess  there 's  about  20 ,000 s tudents  there .  So I  a lso  go

there  and  v is i t  h im.  Tha t ' s  abou t  j t .  Bu t  as  fa r  as  background  i s  concerned ,

the  who le  a rea ,  I 'm  qu i te  fami l j a r  w i th  i t ,  and  I  l ove  i t  ve ry  much .  I  th ink

i t ' s  ve ry  1ove1y .  I  ra ther  l i ke  the  h ' i l l s ;  they  have  very  n ice ,  g race fu l  l i nes .

I t ' s  ra ther  qu i te  n ice .  And  i t  k ind  o f  reminds  me o f  a  lo t  o f  th ings  tha t  go

through my mind.

AR:  Why don ' t  you  te ' I1  us  about  some o f  your  ch i ldhood exper iences?

SM:  l , . le l1 ,  rea ' l ' l y ,  I  don ' t  know.  There  were  no t  any  ou ts tand ing  ch i ldhood exper i -

ences ,  except  I  guess  tha t  I  d id  what  ch i ld ren  d ' id  in  those days .  Remember ,

the  wor ld  was ra ther  a  qu ie t  p lace  a t  tha t  t ime.  I ^ le  d ' idn ' t  have any th ing

tha t  we  have  now.  We cou ldn ' t  th ink  o f  any th ing .  We l i ved  accord ing  to  the ,

we1 ' l  ,  the  cus toms and  the  fac j l i t j es  o f  the  t ime.  And  I  rea ' l ' l y  wou ldn ' t  po in t

to  any th ' ing  tha t  was  a  te r r ib le ,  ou ts tand ing  exper ience tha t  had s t ruck  me.

I  s imp ly  went  th rought  the  seminary  and thought  tha t  th is  i s  what  I  wanted  to

do.  I  was ,  however ,  gu i te  happy  when I  was  se lec ted  to  pursue my s tud ies  over

in  Rome.  I  d ' idn ' t  expec t  tha t .

AR: And how were you selected?

SM:  We l l ,  on  scho la rsh ip ,  rea11y .  P lus  o ther  th ings .  Bu t  they  go  on  tha t ,  they

go  a long  tha t .  I t ' s  a  genera l  th ing .  They  s ize  up  a l l  the ,  I  guess ,  face ts

o f  one 's  charac ter  and see whether  you ' re  good mater ia l  o r  no t  fo r  tha t .  So

then I  spent  s ix  years  in  Rome.

How old were you when you went to

Le t ' s  see ,  I  wen t  the re  in  ' 22 .  I

Rome?

was just  about  20 when I  went  to  Rome, and
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then  s tayed there  fo r  s ' i x  years .  I t  was  in  1922.  Inc identa l ' l y ,  the  year  tha t

I  got  to Rome was the t ime that t r r lussol  in i  started. Mussol in i  had just  made

h is  march  on  Rome,  i f  you 've  read back  h is to ry  on  tha t .  And we were  in  the

Nor th  Amer ican Co ' l1ege,  wh jch  is  a  seminary  fo r  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  s tudents

from the United States who want to prepare for  the pr iesthood jn Rome. So

they're American boys, you see. And when we got there that t ime, the American

ambassador to ld the rector not to let  the boys go out on the street.  We were

ins jde  fo r  a  who le  month  because they  were  r io t ' ing  ou t  in  the  s t ree ts  and so

on.  That  was Musso l in i ' s  march  on  Rome.  And the  f i rs t  rea l  wa lk  tha t  we

took in Rome 1aas on a Sunday, and Mussol ' in i  had captured Rome. And he had

a l l  o f  h ' i s  Fasc ' i s t i ,  the  fasc js ts  were  a l l  there  and they  looked l i ke  a  p re t ty

tough ou t f i t .  They  fe l t  l ' i ke  they  had sor t  o f  conquered i t .  That  was  the

begi  nn' ing of  f  asc j  sm i  n 1922.

014: Were you afraid?

SM:  No .  t , ' Je  d idn ' t  th ink  they  cou ld  harm us  very  much .  They  rea l l y  d idn ' t .  No .

I f  you  le f t  them a lone . . .  Now,  I  wou ldn ' t  do  any th ing  to  p rovoke  'em,  o f

course .  They  cou ld  be  pre t ty  rough on  you.  But  I  l i ved  in  Rome them fo r  s ' i x

years ,  and Musso l ' in ' i  had  by  tha t  t jme k ind  o f  se t t led  down.  Musso l  jn ' i  was

rea l l y  in  many respec ts  a  very ,  very  remarkab le  person.  I  persona l ly  th ink

tha t  i f  he 'd  never  go t  m ixed  up  w i th  H i t l e r  he  wou ld ' ve  done  p re t t y  we l l .

Bu t  then a lso  in  h is  own l i fe  he  go t  to  be  very  inmora l  and so  on .  l lusso l  jn i

never  was  a . . .he  was  a  Ca tho l i c ,  o f  course ,  bu t  he  had  been  a  Commun is t ,  you

know,  and was k icked ou t  o f  I ta1y .  And then when a l l  those pos t -war  d i f f i cu l -

t ies  a rose a f te r  the  F i rs t  Wor ld  War ,  he  came back .  He fought  the  Communis ts '

and tha t ' s  how he founded the  Fasc ' i s t  Par ty .  He went  to  the  o ther  ex t reme.

But  as  fa r  as  h is  fa i th  was concerned,  the  Church ,  i t  d idn ' t  mean any th ' ing
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t o  h im .  No t  a  th ing .  He  d id  wan t  t o  go  down  in  h i s to ry ,  he  was  ve ry  amb i t i ous

as a s tatesman.  And one of  the great  th ' ings that  he was a lways work ing for  was

to make peace between the government  of  I ta ly  and the Vat ican.  /_ l f  yo lu go

back  i n to  the  h i s to ry ,  t he re  were  the  Papa l  S ta tes ' i n  I t a l y  a t  one  t ime .  And

o f  cou rse  when  the  k ing  o f  I t a l y  and  a l l  t ha t  came,  and  Gar iba ld i ,  t hey  took

a l l  t hose  away .  And  so  then  the  Pope  was  s imp ly  i n  S t .  Pe te r ' s  and  j us t  t ha t

l i t t l e  Va t j can  a rea  the re ,  wha t  we  ca l l  t he  Va t i can .  And  he  was  rea ' | 1y ,  t ech -

n i ca l l y ,  a  p r i sone r  f rom tha t  c i v i l  v i ewpo in t .  And  so  l a te r  t hey  wan ted  to

ad jus t  t ha t ,  and  i n  1929  I  be l i eve  i t  was  they  f i na l l y  d rew up  wha t  t hey  ca l l

the Lateran Treaty.  And so that  set  up the Vat ' ican s tate that  you have today.

And Musso l in i  d id  a l l  tha t .

Bu t  ge t t ing  on  to  myse l f ,  I  don ' t

event fu l  o r  ear thshak ing  ' in  my youth .

And we had a pretty good ba1 I team. I

t ' ime.  So tha t ' s  the  way th i  ngs  went .

when I  came and went to Rome ' in 1926,I

I  wanted  to  ask  you,  d id  you da te  wh i le

Very  1  i t t l  e .

th ink there was anyth ' ing t remendously

We were  boys ,  seminar ians  and so  on .

p layed shor ts top  myse l f  fo r  a  
' long

And then o f  course  when I  went  back ,

was orda ined a  pr ies t .

you  were  go ing  to  schoo l?

So  you  d j dn ' t  have  t he  t ype  o f  soc ia l  l j f e  t ha t

No .  Rea11y ,  I  d i d  wha t  I  wan ted  t o .  I t  wasn ' t

I  could do anyth ing I  wanted as far  as that  was

I  i f e  I  wan ted ,  i n  t ha t  respec t .  Yes .

How d id  you  spend  you r  t ime  in  Rome?

the average teenager had?

tha t  I  was  depr ived  o f  any th ing .

concerned.  I  had a l l  the  soc ia l

We l l ,  mos t l y  in  schoo l .  However ,we  had  vaca t ions  and  we had  a  v i l l a  up  near

Cars te l  Gando l fo  tha t  you  read about  these days ,where  the  Pope 's  summer  p lace

js .  I t  was  no t  occup ied  in  those days ,  bu t  there  was a  v i l la  tha t  they  had
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bough t  f o r  t he  s tuden ts .  Rome ge ts  ve ry  warm in  the  summer t ime ,  and  tha t ' s

why  the  peop le  go  ou t  f o r  two  mon ths  and  so  on .  They  go  where  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e

coo le r .  So ,  o the rw i se  du r i ng  t he  yea r ,  t ha t ' s  abou t  i t .  We  wen t  t o  schoo l

and  had  qu i te  a  heavy  schedu le .  0h ,  we  had  ou r ,  o f  cou rse ,  ho l i days  he re

and  the re ,  bu t  t ha t  was  a  b i t .  And  then  du r ing  the  summer  we  usua l ' l y  cou ld

t ravel  for  about  three weeks.  Then we had to come back,  and we even had a

p rog ram,  a  l i f e  s tudy  p rog ram,  du r ing  the  summer .  So  you  see r  we  had  ou r

nose  to  the  g r i nds tone .

You  cou ld  t rave l  i ndependen t l y?

0h ,  yes .  Yeah ,  we  s tuden ts  usua l l y  t oge the r . . . seve ra l  o f  us  go t  t oge the r  as

a  ru le .  And  i n  those  days  t rave l  wasn ' t  ve ry  expens i ve  un less  you  wan ted  to

t rave l  i n  l uxu ry ,  bu t  we  d ' i dn ' t  ca re  abou t  t ha t .  We  used  to  t rave l  i n  t h i rd

c lass  t ra ins  and  i n  a l l  o f  t ha t .  I  go t  t o  know I ta l y  ve ry  we l l  t ha t  way .

I  know I ta l y  a lmos t  f rom top  to . . . f r om the  top  down  to  the  boo t .

D id  you  l ea rn  to  speak  I t a l i an?

0h ,  yes .  0h , . y€S ,  I  l ea rned  t o  speak  I t a l i an ,  so  much  so  t ha t . . .  You  d i dn ' t

read  i t  i n  t he  paper ,  bu t  t hey  asked  ne  / l i |  Sunday ' s .  hJha t ' s  h j s  name?

Cra ig  Phe lon?  He  came up  he re  to  ask  abou t  Pope  Pau l  and  so  on ,  whom I

rea11y  d jdn ' t  know ve ry  we11 .  Bu t  I  had  a  p r i va te  aud jence  w ' i t h  Pope  John

' i n  1959 .  And  i n  those  days  we  a1 ' l  had  to  go  i n  f o r  a  p r i va te  aud ience .  And

so  the  pe rson  who  a r ranged  the  aud ience  sa id  to  me ,  " ' r de11 ,  you  speak  I t a l i an

we l l  enough ,  why  don ' t  you  speak  j n  I t a l j an  t o  Pope  John? "  He  sa id ,  "You ' l l

ca t ch  h i s  pe rsona l i t y  on l y  i f  you  can  do  t ha t . "  And  he  sa id ,  "You  speak  i t

we l l  enough . "  I  was  ra the r  f r i gh tenedro f  cou rse ;  I ' d  f o rgo t ten  so  much .

And  I  sa i d ,  "A l l  r i gh t ,  I ' l l  do  i t . "  So  I  wen t  back  t o  my  ho te l  and  I  go t

myse l f  a  l i t t l e  I t a l i an  d ' i c t i ona ry  and  k ' i nd  o f  paged  the  words ,  You  know.
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And  so  the  aud ience  came two  days  sooner  than  I  expec ted .  Bu t  I  wen t ' i n

and  t a l ked  t o  h im .  And  he  sa id ,  ' r l , t l e l l ,  i f  you  speak  I t a1 ian ' l i ke  t h i s ,  you

mus t ' ve  spen t  a  l o t  o f  t ime  he re . "  And  I  sa i d ,  "We l l ,  I  d i d .  S ' i x  yea rs . "

Then  we  ta l ked  abou t  a  l o t  o f  t h ings  i n  Rome.

And then the humorous par t  o f  that  audience rea ' l1y vrasthat ,  you know,

Pope  John ,  i t  was  a lways  known  tha t  he  was  t r y ing  to  s tudy  Eng l i sh ,  l ea rn

Eng l i sh .  } Je l l ,  he  neve r  go t  a  speak ing  know ' l edge  o f  Eng l i sh .  He  was  one

o f  t hose  peop le  t ha t  cou ld  r ead  a  l anguage ,  bu t  he  spoke ' i t  a t r oc i ous l y ,

rea11y .  And  we  had  a  ce remon ia l  a t  t he  Nor th  Amer i can  Co l l ege  i n  1959 ,

the  cen tenn ia l  o f  t ha t  semina ry ,  and  Pope  John  came up ,  p res jded  and  so  on .

And  then  he  gave  f i r s t  a  1ong ,  f o rma l  t a l k .  He  cou ldn ' t  s tand  any  fo rma l

th ings  a t  a l l ,  bu t  t h . i s  was  the  p ro toco l  t ha t  you  had  to  submj t  t o .  And

f i na l l y  he  p i cked  up  a  few  papers  and  he  s ta r ted  say ing  a  few  words  i n

Eng l i sh ,  and  they  were  ve ry  bad .  So ,  wha t  does  he  do  when  I  was  i n  the

aud ience  the re?  He  sudden ly  th rew a  ques t i on  a t  me .  He  sa id ,  "And  wha t

d id  you  t h j nk  o f  my  Eng l i sh ,  son? "  We11 ,  I  had  t o  t h i nk  ve ry  f as t  on  t ha t

one .  Now o f  cou rse ,  Pope  John  knew  tha t  h i s  Eng l i sh  was  l ousy ,  he  mus t ' ve

known  tha t .  He  j us t  d idn ' t  ca re  abou t  t ha t .  Bu t  I  had  had  too  much  respec t

f o r  t he  Ho ' l y  Fa the r  t o  t e l l  h im ,  "We l l ,  you r  Eng l i sh  i s  a t r oc i ous r "  you  know .

So  a l l  I  sa j d  t o  h im ,  and  t h i s  was  j n  I t a l ' i an ,  I  sa i d ,  "We l l ,  Ho l y  Fa the r ,

rea11y ,  t he  who le  wor ld  admi res  you r  cou rage

(Chuck les )  Tha t  was  i n  the  paper .  I  r ead  t

When  I  t o ld  h im  the  s to ry  he  was  so  amused ,

I ' I I  pu t  t ha t  i n . "  I  sa i d ,  "A l I  r i gh t . "

e  a r t i c l  e .

r a i g  was ,  and  he  sa id ,  "Maybe

So ,  yes ,  I  l ea rned  I t a l i an .  I n  f ac t ,

we  used  to  go  ou t  i n  t he  ou tsk i r t s  o f  Rome

we were  jus t  young pr ies ts

e there are what they ca1' l
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the Roman.qzugg_[g-.  That 's the area there.  That 's where a lot  of  the farms

are  and l i t t le  miss ions  and so  on .  And I  used to  go  w i th  another  s tudent

who was a  s tudent  in  Canon Law,  and he  was a  V ie tnamese.  He was f rom Indo-

ch ina ,  as  they  ca l led  i t  in  those days .  So I  was  f rom Texas ,  a l l  the  way

form Texas ,  and he  was f rom Indoch jna ,  and we were  go ing  to  these l i t t le

miss ions  ou t  the re  say ing  mass  fo r  the  I ta l i ans .  (Laugh te r )

Yeah. Then of  course I  came back. I  got  my doctorate in Theology and

Canon Law in  Rome,  in  those  s ix  years .  And  I  was  to ld  to  teach  in  S t .  John 's

Seminary  in  San Anton io ,  wh ich  I  d id .  That  doesn ' t  ex is t  anymore  now.  The

b ishops  have changed some o f  i t .

0M:  What  year  was th is?

SM:  Tha t  was . . . I  came back  in  1928 .

0M: Were you g' lad to be sent so c lose to home? Did you have a choice of  where

you woul d go?

SM:  No,  I  came back  to  a  d jocese.  See,  when you ' re  o rda ined fo r  a  d iocese,  tha t

means . . . fo r ins tance ,  when  the  b ishop  o rda ins  p r ies ts  here  fo r  the  d iocese ,

tha t  means they  be long to  th is  d iocese.

0h ,  so  they  re tu rn  when they ' re  th rough w i th  the ' i r  s tud ies .

Yeah,  tha t ' s  r igh t .  So  i  was  on ly  re tu rn ' ing  to  the  d iocese to  wh ich  I  be longed.

And there fore  there  I  cou ld  be  sent  to  anyp iace ' in  the  d iocese,  wherever  the

archb ishop wanted  to  send me.  But  he  thought  I  ought  to  s tay  in  the  seminary .

And how long were at  the seminary teaching?

I  was  there  t i l l  1940,  and then I  was  made a  b ishop.  A lso  I  was  connected

wi th  S t .  Mary ' s  Un ive rs i t y  Law Schoo l .

Yes, I  have here that you were governor of  St .  l t lary 's Law School  .

Regent .

t1
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AR: Regent?

SM: Yeah, they ca' l  I  i  t  that .

AR:  For  f i ve  years ,  
. l935  

to  
. |940.

SM:  Yeah,  I  guess  tha t ' s  about  i t .  That  was  a  very  in te res t jng  exper ience.  I t

rea l1y  d idn ' t  requ i re  much  work .  i ' ve  a lways  to ld  them I  was  on ly  w i r rdow

dress ing ,  rea11y .  (Chuck les )  Bu t  as  regen t  o f  the  law schoo l , I  th ink  they

d id  i t  because I  had a  doc tora te  in  Canon Law and probab ly  thought  i t  wou ld

g ive  i t  a  l i t t l e  p res t ' i ge  s ince  i t  was  a lso  under  the  Soc ie ty  o f  Mary ,  the

Bro thers  o f  Mary  and  a l l  tha t .  And ,  we l l ,  I 'm  no t  a  c i v i l  l awyer .  I f  I

had  gone  in to  c i v ' i l  1 i fe ,  tha t ' s  wha t  I  wou ld ' ve  done .  I  p robab ly  wou ld ' ve

s tud ied  c iv i l  t l -au7.  I 'm very  a t t rac ted  to ' i t .  I  don ' t  know what  wou ld 've

happened to me i f  that  were the case, but I  enjoyed that very much. I  could

g ive  a  lec tu re ' in  the  na tu ra l  ]aw,  you  know,  wh jch  i s  rea l ] y  e th ics .  They

s t i l l  be l ieve  in  the  na tu ra l  l aw; they  d id .  So  I  se rved  there ,  and  one  o f

the  bro thers ,  the  reg is t ra r ,  was  the  one who d jd  a l l  the  de ta i l  work  o f  o rga-

n iz ing .  We had a  very  f ine  law schoo ' | ,  made up  o f  San Anton io  lawyers ,  and

the  bes t .  And the  schoo l  has  a  sp lend id  reputa t ion  today .  There 's  some

lawyers  here ,  I  guess ,  tha t  wen t  to  i t .  I t ' s  a  sma l l  schoo l ,  i t  has  th i s

advantage.

I  unders tand they  have a  r igorous  cur r i cu lum there .

Very much so, yes.  They always d ' id.  The lawyers whom I  knew,I  thought they

were  sp lend id  peop le .  Rea l ly  f ine ,  devoted  men,  p ro fess iona l l y .  And God

knows,  they  d idn ' t  ge t  pa id  very  much,  you know.  I t  was  rea l l y  the i r  own

pro jec t .  They  d id  i t  fo r  the  love  o f  the  s tudents ,  they  thought .  You see,

i t  was  a  case  o f ,  we l l ,  Texas  Un ivers i t y  i s  c lose  by ,  bu t  these  la rge  schoo ls

have so many, many, many, many. They become factor ies almost.  And that 's why

12
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the  lawyers  taught .  A ' l so  they  thought  i t  was  eas ie r  fo r  the  boys  who cou ldn ' t

af ford to go down to Aust in to stay home and take a law course there.  I t  was

proper ' ly  accredi  ted and everythi  ng .

AR: Were there many women there?

SM:  Yes .  I  a l so  lec tu red  in  Psycho logy  and  E th ics  in  S t .  Mary ' s ,  and  tha t  was

coed a t  tha t  t jme.  They  were  jus t  beg inn ing  around tha t  t ime.  They  had

teachers and so on that were tak ' ing extra courses. I  don' t  remember any

women enter ing  the  law schoo l  in  those days .  I  th ink  they  were  a l1  boys .

AR: What about Mexican Americans? Were there any Mexican Americans that were

enro l led  as  law s tuden ts?

SM:  0h ,  yeah , there 's  p len ty  o f  ' em go t  in  la te r  as  i t  deve loped .  Yes ,  oh  yes .

A number  o f  'em.

0M:  Do you remember  any  par t i cu la r ly  in te res t ' ing ' inc idents  o r  anecdotes  f rom your

days teaching there?

No,  I  don ' t  know tha t  they  were  rea l l y  so  in te res t ing .  I  en joyed i t  a  g rea t

dea l .  I  guess  I  was  a  sor t  o f  a  cur jos i ty  to  some o f  the  women s tudents  tha t

were  there  when I  was  lec tu r inq  and a l l .

Why is  tha t?

We11,  they  were  non-Catho l i c  peop le  who never  had a  pr ies t  as  a  teacher '  I

guess .  (Chuck les)  I t  was  very  in te res t ingrsome o f  the  ques t ions  they  asked

me.  And I  remember  one g i r l  asked. . . ' cause we were  ta l  k ing  about  the  ' ins t ' i -

tu t ion  o f  mar r jage and so  on .  I  d ' id  ment ion  I  guess  a t  the  t ime tha t  no t

everybody has  to  ge t  mar r ied ,  has  a  du ty  to  ge t  mar ied .  I t ' s  no t  an  ob l iga-

t ion .  There  may be  o ther  reasons  why one wou ldn ' t  - - fo r  ins tance,  i f  one  has

a  very  de f in i te  ca l l i ng ,  l i ke  the  p r ies thood  and  do  on .  So  one  o f  these  g i r l s

sa jd  to  rne ,  " Is  tha t  the  reason you d jdn ' t  ge t  mar r ied?"  I  to ld  her  I  d jdn ' t

l 3
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want to make any woman unhappy. (Laughter)  0h,  yes,  that  rocked the house.

Then I  was very sorry I  said i t ,  because she was terr ib ly embarrassed, Vou

know.  But  she asked the  ques t ion  so  qu ick ly  and she go t  a  qu ick  response.

But  they  were  f ine  s tudents  and very  f ine . . .some o f  those teachers ,

they  /werd7 teachers  in  the  San Anton io  pub l i c  schoo ls .  You know a t  tha t  t jme

the  educat jon  was beg inn ing  to  change a  lo t ,  the  methods  and so  on .  And some

of them were not very happy with what was happening in the schools--methods

and tex tbooks  and so  on .  I  guess  they  were  a  l i t t le ,  maybe I  wou ld  say  they

were tradi  t ional  i  s ts i  n thei  r  way, ' in the ol  d- t ' ime teachi  ng .  They thought

they weren' t  doing too wel l  anymore. I  remember they used to te l l  me al l

those th ings .  The Bro thers  o f  l r4ary  a re  rea l l y  very  f ine  teachers .  They ' re

very  much l i ke  the  Chr is t lan  Br "o thers  here .  They  are  in  every  sense o f  the

word  what  I  wou ld  ca l l  o ld - fash joned pedagogues.  And they  mean bus iness :

(Chuck les)  The Bro thers  a re  very  f ine  and they  have some very  f ine  sc ien t is ts

and mathemat ic jans  and so  on .  I t  was  very ,  very  we l l  done.  I t ' s  a  smal l

un ive rs i t y ,  bu t  i t ' s  a  good  one .

Wel l ,  anyway,  I  went  th rough tha t  in  San Anton jo .  A lso  I  worked on  the

mamiage cour t  ' i n  the  archd iocese,  the  mat r imon ia l  cour ts ,  i f  you  know what

tha t  i s .  We have thoser .vou know,  to  f ind  ou t  about  mar r iages ,  whether  they

shou ld  be  dec la red  nu l l  when  peop le  wan t  them dec la red  nu l l  and  vo id ,  i nva l id .

So I  had qui te a lot  to do. Then . /_1.1 taught my classes and I  was busy, busy,

busy ,  busy .  I  taught  Canon Law,  too .  Then a l l  o f  a  sudden I  was  to ld  tha t  I

shou ld  be  aux i l i a ry  b ishop  up  in  San ta  Fe .  And  tha t  amazed  me,  I  cou ldn ' t

be l ieve  j t .  I  o f  course  d idn ' t  know any th ing  abou t  i t  un t i l  I  go t  a  le t te r

f rom the  apos to l i c  de legate .  And I  rea l l y  was  no t  too  happy about  i t ,  to  be

honest.  I  had al ' l  my fr iends and al l  my background and everything / i round
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San Anton io / ;  and to  go  up  to  Santa  Fe,  New Mex ico ,  wh ich  I  had never  seen.

I  on ly  knew about  i t ,  tha t  there  was such a  p1ace.  In  o ther  words ,  tear ing

up a l1  your  roo ts ,  th is  i s  no t  easy .  I  was  37  years  o ld  a t  the  t ime.  So I

had to  go  down and see the  archb ishop o f  San Anton io .  I  was  permi t ted  to  con-

su l t  h im,  and  we ta lked  abou t  tha t .  And  he  sa id ,  " I 'm  rea l l y . . . I  ha te  to  see

you leave. "  0 f  course ,  he  was p lay ing  r igh t  down my a l1ey  then.  And I  sa ' id

to  h im,  " l ^ le l l ,  tha t ' s  ve ry  good , "  I  sa ' id .  " I  d idn ' t  ask  the  Pope  to  be

b ishop . "  (Laughs)  And  then  he  sa id  to  me,  "No ,you  d idn ' t  ask  h im,  bu t  he 's

ask ing  you.  That  makes the  d i f fe rence. "  (Laughs)  So anyway,  I  to ld  h im yes ,

I 'd  go  under  obed ience.  And I  went  to  Santa  Fe fo r  two years .  That  was a

k ind  o f  a ,  I  wou ld  say ,  nov i t ia te  as  i t  were ,  to  ge t  my fee t  wet "  And then

of course I  came down here.

Now,  dur ing  the  t ime tha t  I  was  in

boys in the seminary,  Mexican boys, and

k ' ind  o f  way  they  do  i t  in  those p laces .

no t  any th ing  new to  me.

San Anton' io I  went to school  wi th some

we s tud ied  some Span ish  and a l l  tha t

So when I  came to El  Paso th ' is  was

0l t1:  And San Antonio has a large Mex' ican American communi ty.

SM:  Yes ,  and  I  knew a  lo t  o f  them.  I  knew a  lo t  o f  a l l  the  p r ies ts  down in  the

Cathedral .  Now they were Spanish, but they had the Spanish masses there and

a l l  tha t .  And we used to  go  down to  the  Cathedra l  fo r  a l l  the  ceremonies .

So  when I  came to  E l  Paso ,  i t ' s  no th ing  new.

0M:  D id  you mix  in  much w i th  the  Mex ican Amer ican communi ty  o f  San Anton io?

SM:  Qu i te  a  b i t ,  yes .  I  knew qu i te  a  number  o f  ' em.

0M: How were condi t jons in the Mexican American community thene at  that  t ime?

SI t ' l :  0h ,  they  were  no t  so  good.  They  were . . . they  had a  lo t  o f  p rob lems then.  And

I  th jnk ,  however ,  tha t  tha t  has  improved a  lo t .  I  th jnk  tha t  was  t rue
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prac t i ca l l y  eve rywhere  i n  t hose  days  where  you  had  a  l o t  o f  Mex ican  peop le .

Now I  can te l l  you th is ,  someth ing that  ra ther  shocked me when I  was in

the seminary and la ter  on when I  became head of  the seminary.  There were

parac t i ca ' l 1y  no  voca t i ons  fo r  t he  p r i es thood .  And  now those  boys  tha t  I

knew,  I  t hough t  t hey  were  su re l y  good ;  bu t  t he re  was  a  so r t  o f  an  i dea  tha t ,

we l l ,  t hey  j us t  d idn ' t  have  the  backg round  to  be  p r i es t s ,  i f  you  wan t  t o

pu t  i t  t ha t  way .  I  cou ld  neve r  qu i te  unders tand  tha t .  I  t h ' i nk  tha t  was

p robab ly  a  Eu ropean  t rad i t i on  tha t  came ove r  he re .  And  so  tha t ' s  one  o f

the reasons why vocat ions for  the pr iesthood among our  Mex' ican people are

compara t i ve l y  r ecen t ,  r ea11y .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  oh ,  t hey  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  t ha t

they were f i t ted for  that  type of  vocat ion.  At  that  t jme.

Why is  that?

We l l ,  t ha t  was  the  th ink ing  tha t  t hey  had .  They  were  wrong ,  o f  cou rse .

Wha t  was  beh ' i nd  tha t  t h i  nk i  ng?

Beh ind  j t  was ,  t hey  sa id ,  we l l ,  t hey  came f rom fam i l i es  tha t  had  no  back -

g round  and  a l l  t ha t  t ype  o f  t h ing ,  and  they  d idn ' t  t h ' i nk  they  were  ab le  to

do  j t .  So  when  I  came  he re . . . and  when  you ' r e  made  b i shop  o f  a  d i ocese ,

tha t  means  tha t  you  have  tha t  respons ib i l i t y .  And  I  t hough t  t o  myse l f ,

" l , , l e l l ,  l ook ,  t h i s  t h i ng ' i s  en t i r e l y  w rong .  I 'm  gonna  do  t h i s  t he  way  I

see  i t . "  And  when  I  was  he re  i n  E l  Paso ,  Card jna l  M ' i randa  used  to  come up

through here.  He was a very good f r iend of  mine,  / jhg/ -  Archbishop of  Mex-

i co  C i t y .  And  he  sa id ,  " l de l l ,  do  you  have  any  Mex ican  voca t i ons?"  t_ t_ l

sa id ,  "We have  no  voca t i ons  pe r iod . "  Anybody ,  rea11y .  Bu t  he  sa id ,  "How

are  you  gonna  do  t ha t? "  "We11 r "  I  sa i d ,  " I  have  no  g rea t  sk i l l s  o r  any -

th ing ,  bu t  I  f ee l  t ha t  t h i s  shou ld  be  done  jus t  t h i s  way .  Fo r  a  d iocese  to

have  voca t i ons  to  the  p r i es thood ,  t hey  shou ld  come f rom the  na t ' i ve  peop le ,
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whoever they are.  Now i f  the people here are l t lexican people or whatever

o ther ,  they ' re  a l l  the  same and everybody counts  the  same,  and tha t ' s  j t .

I f  they  be" long to  th isd ' iocese,  there 's  no  d ' i s t inc t ion  made about  anybody

want ing  to  ever  be  a  p r ies t  o r  any th ' ing  l i ke  tha t .  / ihere ' l l /  be  none /o t

tha t7  whatsoever . "  And Card ina l  M i randa,  he  was then Archb ishop,  he  sa id

to  me,  he  sa id ,  "You know,  you ' re  gonna succeed w i th  tha t . "

And I  have always fol lowed that.  I  have never been in any way d' is-

c r im ina t ing  aga ins t  anyone.  I  can  honest ly  say  tha t .  I  never  heard  any

nat iona l i t y  d ' i scussed in  my own fami ly  a t  home,  you know,  about  d ry , , , cas t -

ing  any  aspers ions .  Jus t  never  spoke tha t  way .  And I  be l ' ieve  tha t  a  lo t

o f  our  d isc r im ina t ion  and tha t  fee l jng  o f  those pre jud ices ,  they  come some-

t imes f rom homes where  ch ' i ld ren  hear  those th ings  a t  home.  That ' s  where

j t  a l l  s ta r ts .  For tunate ly ,  I  never  had tha t .  I  m jgh t ' ve  been as  nar row-

minded as  some o ther  peop le .  And then o f  course  the  educat ' ion  in  Rome does

someth jng  fo r  you  tha t  no  o ther  p lace  can do .  You can learn  f rom books  any-

where, you can go to c lasses anywhere. But Rome ' is  probably,  f rom the point

o f  v iew o f  the  Church ,  the  most  cosmopo l i tan  c ' i t y  in  the  wor ld .  And th is

is  someth ing  tha t  we learn  when we spend our  youth  there ,  as  I  d id  mine ,

you  know.  You  lea rn  tha t  the  Church ' i s  un ive rsa l .  And  th is  ques t ion  o f

th is  na t iona l ' i t y  o r  tha t  na t iona l i t y ,  the  /dompar isont ,  you  don ' t  do  tha t .

AR:  But  ye t  the  Mex jcan Amer icans  weren ' t  invo lved in  the  jns t i tu t jona l  Church ,

even though you ' re  say ing  tha t  they  were  in te rna t iona l .

SM:  0h ,  they ' re  a l l  i nvo lved .  Bu t  wha t  I  mean i s . . . you  don ' t  ge t  my  po in t ,  I 'm

af ra id .  What  I  mean to  say  is  tha t  everybody js  the  same in  the  Church ,

when you s tudy  in  Rome.  There  is  no  d is t inc t ion  whether  you ' re  Mex ican or

whether  you ' re  German or  I r i sh  and tha t .  The Ho ly  Fa ther  rece jves  everybody.

l7
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And you see people f rom everywhere studying with you.

Everywhere, everywhere- When I  went to the universi ty in Rome there were

48 languages spoken among the  s tudents .

But  how many peop le  have tha t  k ind  o f  exper ience to  b roaden the i r  perspec t ive?

I  admi t  tha t ' s  t rue .  But  tha t  cer ta in ' l y  was  a  g rea t  th ing  fo r  me.  So I

cannot  unders tand these th ings  when I  hear  them.  I  jus t  th ink  j t ' s  absurd .

And that 's the way / f  thought/ .  So when I  came here,  I  had never had any

pre jud ice  aga ins t  anybody.  I  jus t  wasn ' t  b rought  up  tha t  way ,  fo r tunate ly .

So b lack  or  wh i te  o r  ye l low or  whatever  they  were .  In  fac t ,  when you meet

a l l  those peop le ,  those d i f fe ren t  na t iona l i t ies  o f  the  ear th ,  /_ fou  th in ,k / ,

"Yeah ,  su re ,  w€ ' re  a l l  the  same.  There  i sn ' t  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  d i f fe rencer "

no  mat te r  what  co lo red  sk in  you migh t  have or  any th ing .  Now tha t ' s  be ing

cosmopo l i tan  in  the  good sense o f  the  word .  And I  have t r ied  to  fo l low

that here,  that  sense. Nobody can ever say that I  have ever discr im' inated

agai  nst ,  for  i  nstance, a l t {ex j  can Amer jcan person, I  dare '  em to .

How was your  exper ience ' in  Santa  Fe? D id  you en joy  i t  up  there?

We11,  yes .  Now,  I 'm  g lad  you  asked  tha t .  I  wen t  to  San ta  Fe ,  and  th is

was qu i te  d i f fe ren t  f rom San Anton io ,  o f  course .  And there 's  one th ing

about  the  peop le  jn  New Mex ico ,  yoU know,  espec ia l l y  Santa  Fe.  Now they

were  no t  l i ke  our  Texas  Mex ican peop le  were .  And when I  went  up  there ,  the

archbishop who was there,  he had been bishop of  Amari l lo and so on, and of

course  he  knew Texas  and he  knew San Anton io .  And he  sa id  to  me,  "Now,

1ook , "  he  sa id ,  " / y -ou 've /  been  in  San  An ton io  a l l  th i s  t ime  and  we ta lk

about  Mex ican Amer icans  and so  on .  Don ' t  use  tha t  word  up  here .  They  are

Span ish . "  So  he  sa id ,  "Get  i t  ou t  o f  your  vocabu la ry . "  (Laughs)  And  I

rea l l y  don ' t  th ink  tha t  the re 's  so  many  o f 'em were  Span ish  excep t  those

0l,l:

SM:
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few fami l ies probably that  came way back. God knows there were few of  those.

The rest  of  the people came from Mex' ico and so on. But someway or other

they got up to the area there and they were Spanish, not l t lexican Americans.

And so  one day  I  go t  a  l i t t le  b i t  vexed about  someth jng  and I  to ld  the  arch-

b ' i shop about  someone.  " l , l l e11r "  I  sa id ,  "Archb jshop,  I 'm go ' ing  to  be  very

g lad  when I  go  back  to  my Mex icans .  I  don ' t  want  to  be  around you. "

(  Laughter )

AR: How were they di f ferent f rom the Mexican Americans in San Anton' io?

SM:  We l l ,  they  were  qu i te  p rov inc ia l  fo r  one  th ing .  They  l i ve  up  there  in  those

mountains and they do have, I  guess, some of the background that /ha.s_., I  pre-

va i led  up  there .  They  were  d j f fe ren t ' in  tha t  respec t ,and very ,  I  wou ld  say ,

u ' l t ra ,  u l t ra  c lann ish .  Yeah .  I  go t  a long  we l l  w i th  them myse l f ,  bu t  I  su re -

ly  cou ld  te l l  the  d i f fe rence.  And the  approach tha t  you  have to  use  up

there  is  qu i te  d i f fe ren t .  Now fo r  ins tance,  we l l ,  I  m ' igh t  te11 you the

s tory .  There 's  a  par ish  in  New Mex ico- - I  won ' t  te11 you the  name,  now--

bu t  those peop le  have a l l  the i r  Span ish  names and so  on ,  bu t  they  are  New

Mexican. A change of  pastors had to be made there,and there vvas some

Franc iscans  there .  And the  Franc iscans  sa jd ,  "Wel l ,  we can send somebody

from the l4exican province."  They resented that because he was l r {exican,

from Mexico. l , , le ' l1 ,  you tear your hair  out  when you see nonsense I  i  ke that ,

you  know.  But  i t  i s  a  fac t ,  they  sa id  so .  "We want  somebody e lse . "  Now

they would take somebody with a Spanish name, yes--but not f rom Mex' ico.

Those pre jud ices  are  there .

I  wonder  why.

We11 ,  I  don ' t  know  wha t  j t  i s ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  t he  way  i t  i s .  Somebody  sa id .

one  gave  one  reason ;  how co r rec t  t h j s  reason  i s ,  I  don ' t  know wha t  abou t

l 9
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Bu t  he  sa id ,  "You  know,  one  o f  t he  reasons  i s  t ha t  t hey  have  hea rd  a  l o t

abou t  how the  Church  has  been  pe rsecu ted ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  i n  Mex ico ,  and  so

they  assoc ia te  Mex jco  w i th  tha t . "  Now how ob jec t i ve  tha t  i s ,  I  don ' t  know.

Bu t  t he  f ac t  i s ,  i i ' s  t he re .  I  expe r i enced  a1 l  t h ' i s .  And  t hey  d i dn ' t

r ea l l y  l i ke  Texans  e i t he r .  Bu t  I  managed  t o  ge t  by .  0h ,  t hey  don ' t  l i ke

Texans  a t  a l  I  .

0M: No,  there 's  been a r iva l ry  there between Texas and New lo lex ico.

SM:  We l1 ,  yes .  And  when  I  came to  San ta  Fe ,  some o f  t he  o lde r  p r i es t s  were  s t i l l

F rench .  You  know  they  had  F rench  a r chb i shops  t he re  f o r  a  1ong , l ong  t ime .

Lem' i  was French.  He was the famous Archbishop of  Santa Fe,  lTheT f i rs t  one.

And  t hen  t he re  f o l l owed  F rench  and  F rench ,  and  so  j t  a l l . . .  And  i n  f ac t ,

t he  f i r s t  one  who  was  no t  F rench  was  A rchb ishop  Dager ,  who  was  a  F ranc ' i scan ,

and  he  d ied  on l y  a  few  yea rs  be fo re  I  go t  up  the re .  A rchb ishop  Gurk in  was

the  a rchb ishop  then ,  and  he  was  f rom Texas .  Bu t  t hese  F rench ,  o1d  F rench

pr ies ts ,  knew the  s i t ua t i on  ve ry  we l l  and  they  sa id  tha t  one  o f  t he  reasons

why  they  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  Texans  i s  because  they  came in  and  bough t  up  the

land .  And  on  the  o the r  hand ,  you  know,  they  sa id  these  o ld - t ime  Span ia rds

tha t  came up  he re  and  had  a l l  t he  l and ,  t hey  weren ' t  ve ry  p rov iden t  abou t

how they  were  hand l i ng  i t ,  and  they  had  to  se l l .  And  you  know,  one  o f  t hem

sa id ,  as  an  examp le r  "b lhy ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  doesn r t  San ta  Fe  have  a  ra i l r oad?"

I t  doesn ' t .  San ta  Fe  Rea j l r oad  i s  ca l l ed  San ta  Fe ,  bu t  i t ' s  abou t  30  m i l es

ou t  whe re  t he re ' s  a  l i t t l e  s t a t i on  ca l l ed  La ' ime .  The  o l d - t ime rs  d i dn ' t

want  i t .

Why not?

I t  wou ld  spo i l  the i r  town,  i t  wou ld  spo i l  the i r  way  o f  l i f e .  [ . l e11 ,  tha t  you

f ind  in  a  lo t  o f  p laces .  You  f ind  tha t  to  some ex ten t  in  E l  Paso- -bu t  I 'm

20
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not  gonna ta lk  about  tha t .  When I  f i r s t  came here  somebody to ld  me. . .who

is  now long gone.  Th is  man was ra ther  humorous ,  I  guess  he  ta lked  about

cer ta in  peop le  who were  cont ro l l ing ,  I  guess ,  the  f inances  and every th ing .

And th is  man sa id ,  "You know what  they  need in  th is  town? About  20  good

funera ls . "  Now,  you  f ind  tha t  t ype  o f  th ink ing ' in  p rac t i ca l l y  every  com-

muni ty .  I t ' s  human.  And th is  man happened to  be  an  under taker ,  and I  sa id ,

"We l l ,  tha t ' s  the  way  you  look  a t  j t . "  (Laugh te r )

0M:  He wants  the  bus iness .

SM:  But  tha t ' s  the  way.  I  love  Santa  Fe very  much,  I  rea l l y  l i ke  i t .  And I  go t

a long  very  we l l  w i th  the  peop le .  When I  came down here  I  was . . . the  f i r s t

par ish  I  ever  had was tha t  Cr is to  Rey par ish  up  there .  Were  you ever  in

t ] t : :  the Kjns Church, the symphony of  mud they cal l  i t?
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Yeah.  That  was bu i l t  in  
. |940 

to  commemorate  the  four th  centenn ia l  o f

Coronado 's  coming.  I  came there  jn  1940,  and then the  archb ' i shop made me

the f i rs t  pas tor  o f  tha t  famous church ,  Cr is to  Rey.

Th is  i s  in  San ta  Fe?

I t ' s  ca l led  the  symphony o f  mud,  the  symphony in  mud.  And ins ' ide  is  the

famous Raredas that was taken from the chapel  of  the Span' ish governors.

And  i t ' s  a  magn i f i c ien t  th ing ,  beau t i fu l .  I  don ' t  know how many  tons  tha t

we ighs ,  a l l  s tone.  Probab ly  i t  must  have been done by  Ind ians ,  I  th ink .

And the  da te  o f  tha t  wou ld  be  someth ing  l i ke  1769 or  so .  And tha t ' s  the

background fo r  the  a l te r  in  tha t  church .  So tha t  was  the  f i rs t  t ime I  was

a pastor there and I  had very,  very humble people.  I  loved them very much.

And tha t  was  my f i rs t  job  as  a  par ish  pr ies t .  I  had  a lways  been do ing

something e1se. So much so that some people,  when they want to be smart ,
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they  te l l  me  tha t  I ' ve  on l y  been  a  ca ree r  man  in  the  Church .  (Chuck les )

However ,  we l l ,  o f  cou rse ,  when  you r re  a  b i shop  o f  a  d iocese ,  t he re tne  many

th ings  tha t ' s  no t  l i ke  be ing  a  pas to r .  Now,  o f  cou rse ,  I ' i l  f r ee  o f  a l l

t hose  bu rdens  and  a l l  t hose  cons tan t  p rob ' l ems  and  I  don ' t  m jnd  do ing . . . I 'm

very happy to  go down and say mass l ike a newly ordained pr iest  in  some

p1  ace .

AR:  When  you  were  i n  San ta  Fe ,  d id  you  eve r  dea l  w i th  the  Pen i ten tes  wh i l e  you

were there?

SM:  Yes ,  I  d id  dea l  w j th  the  Pen i ten tes  a t  t ha t  t ' ime .  And  rea ]1y ,  I  had  no

d i f f i cu l t i es  w i th  them.  I  was  to1d ,  I  was  to ld  be fo rehand ;  I  was  b r i e fed ,

you  know.  They  sa id ,  "Now they  have  a l l  t hese  exe rc i sesn  Ho ly  Week  exe rc i ses

and  so  on .  Bu t  i f  you  unders tand  tha t . . . "  I  know I  con f i rmed ,  I  gave  con -

f i rmat ions  in  a  lo t  o f  those p laces  l ' i ke  l t lo ra  and a l l  those where  they . . .

tha t ' s  f i l l ed  w j th  Pen i ten tes .  Bu t  I  never  had  any  p rob lems w i th 'em.  And

I  was rece ived we11,  and they  were  f r iend ly .  And then I  donr t  know what

happened,  la te r  on  someth ing  happened.  But  in  the  t ime tha t  Archb ishop

Gurk in  was there ,  i  never  heard  any th ing .

And  the  Church  d idn ' t  seek  to  change  the i r  v iews?

No,  the  Church  d idn ' t  rea l l y  seek  to  change  them.  We ' |1 ,  the re  i sn ' t  any -

th ing  wrong  abou t  the  Pen i ten tes ,  rea11y ,  excep t  tha t  they  s imp ly . . . i t ' s  a

rea l ' i s t i c  renewa l ,  as  i t  were ,  o f  the  pass ion .  Now some peop le  don ' t  l i ke

tha t ,  bu t  the re 's  no th jng  mora l l y  wrong  abou t 'em.  And  as  long  as  they

have the  proper  fa i th ,and sure ly  they  have the  fa ' i th  in  Chr is t  and theyr re

a l l ,  you  know, Hermanos de  Nuest ro  Sef ro r ,  tha t rs  the  who le  bas ' i s  o f

i t .  I  never  saw any th ing  par t ' i cu la r ' l y  de fec t ive  about  tha t .  And then you

have to  unders tand,  aga in ,  the  cu l tu re .  That ' s  ex t remely  impor tan t .  You
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have to  unders tand tha t .  When you pu t  yourse l f  in  the  pos i t ion  o f  peop le 's

cu l tu re  you ' re  no t  gonna make too  many mis takes .

Now I  wou ldn ' t  myse l f  be  a  Pen i ten te .  I  wou ld  hard ly . . . i t r s  no t  my

d ispos i t ion  or  any th ing .  But  I  can  genera l l y  we i l  see  tha t  the  way these

peop le  have grown up and every th ing ,  and the  t rad j t ions  they 've  had,  whV

sure .  I  wou ldn ' t  condemnrem fo r  i t .  Bu t  now i f  they  asked  me myse l f  to

go th rough the  exerc ise  o f  the  Pen i ten tes ,  we l l  now tha t  I  don ' t  th ink  I

woul  d do.

AR: You were up in Santa Fe for a year?

SM: Two years.

AR: And then you came down El  Paso.

SM:  And I  came here  and I  was  the  co- jun io r  b ishop.

AR: And when did you come here?

SM:  In  1942.

0M:  Now tha t  was  qu i te  a  t ime here  in  E l  Paso,dur ing  Wor ld  War  I I .

SM:  Yeah.  I  was  here  dur ing  Wor ld  l ^ la r  I i .

0M:  I ' ve  done  a  s tudy  o f  C iudad  Judrez  and  the  ear ' l y '40s  was  qu i te  an  exc ' i t i ng

t jme down there .  I t  was  a  per iod  o f  g rea t  g rowth ,  and much o f  tha t  was

s t imu la ted  by  the  presence o f  a  lo t  o f  m i l i ta ry  here .  And cond i t ions  were

wide open in C' iudad Judrez for these troops who used to go down there to

the  tour is t  s t r ip  n igh t ' l y .  How d id  you f ind  the  mora l  a tmosphere  here  when

you  f i r s t  amived?

SM:  We l l ,  now,  tha t  Judrez  s i tua t ion ,  o f  course ,  i t  was . . . i t ' s  i n  ano ther  coun-

t ry .  And th is  had a  lo t  to  do  w i th  the  mi l j ta ry  and i t  was  there fore  rea11y

more  a  p rob lem fo r . . . the  b ishop /o - t  the  mi l i ta ry  fo rcesZcou ld  te l l  you  a

very  good s to ry  about  tha t .  Bu t  the  b ishop o f  the  mi l i ta ry  fo rces ,  o f
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course, has always been for many years the Cardinal  Archbishop of  l ' lew York.

And a t  tha t  t ime th is  was Card ina l  Spe l ' lman-  And tho  u la tn - - - lo t rE  eaa,  I

came here in February.  Roosevel t  declared war I  th ink in December of  that

prev ious  year .  In  fac t  i t  was  the  feas t  o f  the  Immacu la te  Concept ion .  I

be l ieve  i t  was  December  8 th .  And Card ina l  Spe l ' lman came here ;and he  wou ld

t rave l  incogn i to  then.  He was the  mi l i ta ry  o rd inar ia te ,  as  they  ca l l  i t .

And a  lo t  o f  these ques t ions  were  d iscussed.  He s tayed up  a t  the  For t  B l j ss .

But  he  ca l led  me one Sunday morn ing  and he  sa id ,  "h lou ld  you take  me over  to

Judrez?"  I  sa id ,  "Sure . "  He 's  dead now;  i  can  te l l  the  s to ry .  He loved

to  te l l  everybody tha t  he  was in  every  b loomin 'count ry  in  the  wor ld ,  Vou

know;  he  was l j ke  tha t .  Very  adventurous  in  a  way.  He sa id ,  "You know,  I

can ' t  go  back  to  New York  and say  I  was  in  E l  Paso and d idn ' t  go  over  in to

Mex ico .  They 'c l  sayr ' l ^ le11 ,  what 's  wrong w i th  you?" '  I  sa id ,  "F ine ,  Arch-

b i  shop .  "

So we s ta r ted  ou t  and we wa lked across  the  br idge and a l l  o f  tha t .  And

he went  in  and bought ,oh ,  a  s tock  o f  souven iers  fo r  h is  nephews and n ieces

and a l l .  And then he  saw the  prophy iax is  s ta t ion .  And he  sa id  to  me,

"What rs  tha t  fo r ,  now?"  "We11r "  I  sa id ,  " th i s  ' i s  wha t  i t  ' i s ,  A rchb ishop .

I t ' s  a  p rophy lax is  s ta t ' i on  tha t  i s ,  I  guess ,  an  ins t i tu t jon - -ve ry  much  needed ,

they  th ' ink . "  0h ,  he  was very ,  very  d isgus ted  about  i t .  Then he  sa id ,  "Can

anybody do  any th ing  about  tha t?"  And I  sa ' id ,  "Gee,  I  don ' t  know."  I  sa id ,

"You ' re  the  archb ishop o f  the  mi l i ta ry  fo rces .  Maybe you can te11 the

government .  But  nobody e ' l se  has  ever  been ab le  to  do  any th ing  about ' i t .

And ' i t r s  the re . "  So  I  knew these  th jngs  were  o f  course  in  ex is tence  and  a l l

o f  tha t .  Bu t  i t  i s  t rue  a t  tha t  t ime tha t  E l  Paso began to  change and grow.

I t  g rew rea l l y  more  r igh t  a f te r  the  war  ended.  Then a l l  o f  a  sudden i t
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mushroomed I  i  ke th i  s .

Bu t  as  fa r  as  ou r  o l vn  peop le  were  conce rned  he re ,  I  d idn ' t  f i nd  any

par t i cu la r  mora l  de te r i o ra t i on  among  them.  I  ce r ta in l y  d idn ' t .  And  a  l o t

o f  t he  th ings  tha t  were  go ing  on  i n  Jud rez ,  t hey  were  the  m i l i t a ry ,  and  they

had  a l l  t he  m i l i t a ry  p rob lem tha t ' s  t he  wor ld  ove r  whereve r  t he re ' re  a rm ies .

Tha t ' s  wha t  i t  was .  And  I  know tha t  some chap la ins  came he re  f rom back

eas t ,  you  know.  Some o f ' em,  they  were  ve ry  d i sgus ted  abou t  some o f  t he

th ings  tha t  were  happen ing .  You  know,  the  men  were  go ing  ove r  t o  these

houses  o f  p ros t i t u t i on  and  a l l  t h i s  t ype  o f  t h i ng ;  and  I  sa i d ,  "We1 ' l  ,  t hey ' r e

gonna  do  i t . "

Now  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  t h i nqs  t ha t  I  d i d  he re  when  I  came  to  E l  Paso . . .

/Fqus,il
I  go t  a  ca l l  one  say ,  I  had  j us t  a r r i ved  he re .  t r Jhen  I  came,  B i shop  Schu le r

was  s t i l l  a l i ve ,  t he  o l d  b j shop ,  bu t  ve ry  f eeb le ;  and  so  I  had  t o  t ake  ove r ,

rea l l y .  So  Genera l  Sw i f t  sen t  word  tha t  he  wan ted  the  Con fe rence  o f  Chr i s -

t i ans  and  Jews  to  go  th rough  a l l  t he  m ' i l i t a r y  i ns ta l l a t i ons ,  and  they  asked

me i f  I  wou ld  come.  So  I  d id .  And  we  t rave led  a l l  ove r  t ha t  dese r t  f o r

abou t  a  week  o r  maybe  even  more ,  f rom one  p lace  to  ano the r ,  and  gave  ta1ks .

The  head  o f  t he  Con fe rence  o f  Chr i s t i ans  and  Jews ,  he  was  I  t h jnk  a  fo rmer

Presby te r i an  m in i s te r  f rom New York ,  and  then  the re  was  a  rabb i  f rom Denver .

And so the three of  us made the rounds and ta l  ked to  the boys wherever  they

were ,  and  i t  was  qu i t e  i n t e res t i ng .  0n1y  one  bad  t h j ng  abou t  i t ,  I  go t  a

homib le  sunburn  ou t  o f  i t .  Th i s  vvas  i n  Ap r i1 ,  and  you  know I  d rove  a round

jn  a  j eep  a l l  ove r  t he  dese r t .  And ,  oh ,  I  j u s t  go t . . . i t  was  t e r r i b l e .  I

had to go to bed I

Wha t  p laces  d1d  you  go  to?
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SM:  A l l  a round the  camp here ,  then ou t  to  Orogrande and a l l  those p laces .  They

had ar t i l l e ry  pnac t ice  back  there .  [ ^ le  were  go ing  to  a l l  these. . .you  know,

the  loca l  a rea  here .  l ^ le  went  to  about  f j ve ,  s ix  d ' i f fe ren t  p laces  tha t  was

a l l  concent ra ted  /T{ i  For t  B l i ss  and. . .what 's  the  o ther  p ' lace  r igh t  across

from i t?

0M:  B iggs  A i r  Base?

SM:  Yeah,  tha t ' s  r igh t .  We went  to  a l l  o f  them.  I t  was  a  very ,  very  in te res t ' ing

l i t t le  tour .  I  go t  to  know someth ing  about  E1 Paso,  met  some o f  the  peop ' le

there that were very prominent here.

And  then ,  we11 ,  then  o f  course  I  had  to  bu i ld  upad iocese .  Now tha t ' s

someth ing  tha t  per ta ' ins  s t r i c t l y  to  the  Church .  And tha t  was  no t  an  easy

th ' ing  to  do ,  e i ther .  We had a  heavy  debt  here .

,lFAUSt
So then ,  o f  course ,  I  d jd  f i nd  ou t  here  tha t  the  labor  s j tua t ion  wasn ' t

ve ry  good .  Tha t  o f  courser  as  you  know,  i s  when  I  go t ' i n to  a  lo t  o f  t roub le

a  thousand  t imes .  (Laughs)

Back  jn  those days  you were  sens i t i ve  about  tha t ,  you  rea l i zed  the  s ' i tua t ion?

I ' l l  t e11  you ,  VeS.  I  was  sens i t i ve  abou t  tha t  fo r  one  reason .  The  peop le

don ' t  know tha t .  When a l l  th i s  Farah  s t r i ke  came and ' i t  became a  na t iona l

i ssue ,  I  was ,  Vou  know,  in  a l l  k inds  o f  l ime l igh t .  No t  tha t  I  wan ted  to  be ,

bu t  I  had to .  So one day  I  was  asked on  a  pane l ,  they  sa id ,  "How d id  you

ever become interested in th js type of  th ing? Were you related in any way

to a un' ion or were your people union?" God knows in those days there were

no un ions l  (Chuck les)  I  sa id ,  "No.  I  became in te res ted  jn  tha t  when I

was a  s tudent  in  Rome."  I  was  a  young pr ies t  in  Rome,  and ' in  the  course  in

Canon Law Pope P ius  XI  p rescr ibed tha t  there  shou ld  be  a  course  g iven ' in
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soc ia l  jus t i ce .  And the  , r fourse  on7 soc ia l  jus t i ce  tha t  we have,  i f  you

have any  fa rn i l ia r i t y  w i th  i t ,  i s  based la rge ly  on  the  encyc l i ca l  le t te rs  o f

Pope Leo XI I I  on  Soc ia l  Jus t ice ,  on  the  cond i t ion  o f  the  work ing  man and so

on.  And one o f  those,  the  famous one,  vvas  wr i t ten  in  
. |89 . | .

And Pope P ius  XI  b rought  down a  Capet ian ,  o f  a l l  k inds  o f  peop le .  You

wou ldn ' t  th jnk  a  Cape t ian  wou ld  s tudy  tha t  because  tha t ' s  rea l l y  a  s t r i c t  k ind

o f  o rder  and  you  wou ldn ' t  th ink  they  were  go ing ' in to  soc ia l  i us t i ce .  He

was a  Be lg ian .  But  he  was qu ' i te  a  famous name in  tha t  f ie ld  and he  brought

h im to  Rome,  and we a t tended h is  c lasses .  That ' s  how I  learned.  And I  reca l l

h im very  we l l .  He was a  very  love ' l y  man,  e ' lder ly  man.  He had a  long beard

and he  spoke w i th  a  French accent ,  however .  And a l l  those courses  were  in

Lat in ,  you  know,  then.  So every th ing  was f ine .  One par t  o f  the  course  I

d idn ' t  l i ke  a t  a l l  because  i t  was  the  h is to ry  o f  a l l  tha t ,  and  / ^ - I . J  wasn ' t

so  much in te res ted  in  tha t .  Bu t  when i t  go t  to  the  exp lanat ion  o f  these

encyc l i ca l  le t te rs ,  he  was abso lu te ly  superb .  That  was my background.  I

had that when I came back from Rome.

And so  when th is  th jng  came here ,  a  lo t  o f  i t  came to  my a t ten t ion  and

I  go t  to  know some o f  the  labor  leaders  here .  You know,  they  th ink  tha t  the

on ly  t ime tha t  I  ever  had any th ing  to  do  w ' i th  labor  was w i th  the  Farah s t r i ke .

I t ' s  no t  t rue ;  tha t  jus t  happened to  be  a  cu lmina t ion ,  tha t  happened to  be  a

b jg ,  b ' ig ,  b ig  th ing .  But  I  had been connected  w i th  tha t  fo r  a  long t ime.  One

of  the  men who was the  head,  the  representa t ive  o f  the  Amer ican Federa t ion  o f

Labor  here ,  was  a  member  o f  S t .  Pa t r i ck 's  Par ish ,  and he  was a  very  good

f r iend o f  mine .  And one o f  the  f i rs t  encounters  I  had about  labor ,  I  rea l l y

fough t  the  M ine  and  Mi l l ,  t he  M ine  and  Mi l l  and  Smel te r  l , Jo rkers ,  i f  you  know

anything about them. Now they used to be here in El  Paso and they were up in
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Bayard, _lNew Flex' ico/  and those places. And some of the men that belonged

to  tha t  un ion  be ' longed  to  S t .  Pa t r i ck ' s  Church .  I ' l l  no t  ment ion  any  names,

you may know some of them. I  th ink some of them are gone. But they came

to  te l l  me about  th is  th ing ,  and they  sa id ,  "We shou ld  jo in  another  labor

un ion .  Th is  i s  Commun is t i c . "

Oli l: The one at ASARCO?

Slo l :  Yeah.  The Mine,  Mi l l  and  Smel te r  Workers  were  Communis t ;  the i r  leaders  were

Communis t .

AR:  What  year  was th is  jn?

SM:  Th is  was  abou t  ' 52 .

AR:  And th is  was your  f i rs t  encounter  w i th  labor  on  a  g rand sca le?

SM:  W' i th  tha t  type  o f  th ing ,  Ves ,  where  i t  rea l l y  go t . . .  Dur ing  the  war  there

wasn ' t  much o f  tha t ,  you  see.  Dur ing  the  war  peop le  kept  the i r  nose to  the

/gr inds toqqT * inn ing  the  war .  But  tha t ' s  when some o f  tha t  came up.  I  had

heard  a  lo t  about  loca l  s i tua t ions ,  too .  But  tha t  was  the  f j rs t  ma jor  one.

And so  I  to ld  them tha t  they  shou ld  jo jn  another  un jon ,  and I  ac tua l l y  fought

the I ' l ine and Mi l l  and Smelter hlorkers,  fought them openly.  And what they

wanted was somebody e1se,  o f  course ;  and then f ina l l y  as  i t  tu rned ou t ,  the

Mine and Mj l l  and  Smel te r  Workers  s imp ly  de ter io ra ted .  They  had,  I  th ink ,

so  many 1ega1 expenses  and every th ing ,  they  cou ldn ' t  ex is t .  And then the

s tee lworkers  came in .  Now wi th  these huge s tee lworkers  un ions  and so  on ,  they

take  care  o f  themse lves .  But  I 'm in te res ted  in  the  poor  l i t t le  guy  tha t  needs

he l  p .

But  the  man tha t  was  caus ing  a  lo t  o f  the  t roub le  a t  tha t  t ime is  a  man

named Cl in ton  Jenks .  They  had a  s t r i ke  up  a t  Hanover ,  I  don ' t  know fo r  how

many months .  And C l in ton  Jenks  was a  card-car ry ing  Communis t .  There 's  no

28



METZGER

quest ion  about  i t .  And then la te r  on  he  was t r ied  in  the  federa l  cour t  here .

Judge Thomason was the  pres id ing  judge here ,  and he  was conv ic ted .  And then,

however,  f inal ly i t  went to the Supreme Court  because they said there was

some fo rm o f  ev idence no t  in t roduced wh ' i ch  wou ld  v io la te  h is  cons t i tu t iona l

r igh ts .  But  he  was abso lu te ly  and ou t -and-out  Communjs t ,  a  p ro fess iona l .

There 's  no  ques t ion  about  i t .  And the  s to ry  goes  tha t  he  went  up ,  came back

up to  S i l ver  C i ty  and those p laces  a f te r  the  acqu i t ta l ,  and the  peop le  to ld

h im never  to  come back  because they 'd  shoot  h im i f  he  d id .

0M:  Who to ld  h im tha t?  The workers?

SM:  Yes .  0h ,  yeah .

AR:  So  in  th i s  par t i cu la r  case  you  were  on  the  s ide  o f  the  workers  aga ins t the

un i  ons?

SM: t , r le ' l l  now, though, some of the workers,  the workers who were against  the union,

yes .  Bu t  I  was  no t  aga ins t . . . I  to ld 'em to  change  th is  un ion  and  jo ' i n  a  good

un ion .  I  d idn ' t  say  wh ich ,  I  cou ldn ' t  ve ry  we l l .  Bu t  George  Webber  was  the

head o f  the  AFL here  in  tha t  t ime.  He sa id  to  me one day ,  he  sa id ,  "You

don ' t  rea l j ze ,  you  have  pos i t i ve ly  sp l i t  tha t  th ing  in  the  m idd le '  tha t

who le  un ion . "  He sa id ,  "someday they ' re  gonna fee l  tha t . "  And they  were

a lso  a t  the  works ' in  Car lsbad,  the  po tash  mines .  And they  were  vo ted  ou t

there ,  too .  Then f ina l l y  o f  course  they  jus t  had to  g ive  up  because they

owed too much money.

Now,  tha t  un jon  a t  one t ime was h ish ly  respec ted ,  many years  ago.  But

then a f te r  tha t  i t  go t ' in to  the  hands o f  a l l  those Communis ts ,  s t r i c t l y  Com-

munis ts .  Now Ph i l  Mur ray  was the  na t iona l  head o f  the  Amer jcan Federa t jon

of  Labor  and CIO.  He k icked 'em out  because o f  tha t ,  because they  were
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0M:  How long was the  issue a l i ve  here  in  E l  Paso?

SM:  0h ,  a  coup le  o f  years .  l , . le11 ,  then there  was another  t ime I  was  invo lved.

0h, when they had the Peyton str ike down here,  I  was k ' ind of  in that .  But

you know, nobody ever publ jshed anyth ' ing in those days--not very much, anyway.

But I  fought for  the workers.

AR:  When was th is ,  the  Pey ton  s t r i ke?

Sl t ' l :  What  year?  I  don ' t  reca l l  the  year  anymore .  I t  was  a f te r  th is  o ther  th jng .

AR:  A f te r  the  Mine  and Smel te r .

SM:  And then o f  course  there  was another  one here ,  the  s t r j ke  down a t  the  H i l ton

Hote l .  You know,  the  be l iboys  and the  maids  and so  on ,  they  were  s t r i k jng

and they  were  p icke t ing  the  p1ace.  And I  a lso  go t  in to  tha t  because i t  so

happened tha t  a t  tha t  t ime they  were  th ink ing  o f  bu i ld ing  Jesu i t  H igh  Schoo l ,

they were gonna have a dr ive.  And they had booked a dinner there long before

the  s t r i ke ,  you  see.  And then Father  Donne ' l y  sa id ,  "What  w i l l  I  do?"  I  sa id '

"We l l ,  don ' t  have  i t .  Don ' t  have  a  d inner  the re . "  I  sa id ,  " l f  you  have  a

d inner  the re ,  keep  me ou t .  I  never  c ross  a  p icke t  l i ne . "  He  unders tood  tha t .

And tha t  go t  in to  the  newspapers .  0h ,  boy l  I  was  g iv ing  conf j rmat ions  ou t

a t  S t .  Joseph 's  Church  tha t  n igh t ,and  I  go t  the re  and  the  even ing  papers  sa id ,

"B ishop Refuses  to  Cross  P icke t  L ' ine , "  o r  someth ' ing .  There  I  had my foo t  in

i t  aga in .  And,  oh ,  there  were  a  number  o f  those th ings .

Then o f  course ,  the  Farah s t r i ke .  Wel l ,  tha t  was  very  un for tunate ,  bu t . .

0M:  Before  we ta lk  about  the  Farah s t r j ke ,  1e t  me ask  you about  the  o ther  two.

SM: What was the outcome?

0M:  t , r le l l ,  yes ,  I  want  to  ask  you about  tha t .  Bu t  I 'm cur ious  about  the  pressures

tha t  you  go t  in  the  Pey ton  s t r j ke ,  j n  the  H i l ton  Ho te l  s t r i ke .  What  p res -

sures  d id  you ge t  f rom the  bus iness  communi ty ,  the  conserva t ' i ve  e lements  in
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E l  Paso?

SM: 0h,  they wanted to  boycot t  everyth ing I  was doing.  Many people boycot ted me

comp le te l y  as  fa r  / jF l  t r y i ng  to  keep  th i s  o r  t ha t  go ing ,  p rog rams  go ing .

/_ lhey l  ius t  wou ldn ' t  con t r ibu te .

AR:  Th is  has  been  t rue  in  a l l  these  par t i cu la r  cases  when you 've  been  invo lved?

SM:  Yeah ,  tha t  happens .  And  tha t ' s  the  pa t te rn , ' i t  usua l l y  goes  tha t  way .

AR:  I  t '  s  the  more  a f  f  I  uen t  peop ' l  e .

SM:  Yeah .  The  peop le  tha t  don ' t  unders tand  tha t  p roper l y ,  tha t ' s  the  f i r s t  th ' i ng

you  see :  "We11,  I 'm  no t  g iv ing  any th ing . "  0h ,  tha t ' s  happened  to  me.  I ' ve

los t  a  lo t  o f  pe rsona l  f r j ends  on  accoun t  o f  th i s .

0M:  F inanc ia l l y ,  was  i t  a  b ig  loss?

SM:  0h ,  I  suppose l t  was  in  a  way ,  bu t  we  go t  by .  I  wasn ' t  a f ra jd  o f  tha t .

0M:  Cou ld  you ment ion  some spec i f i cs?

SM:  Yes .  For  ins tance,  we had prob lems w j th  our  newspaper  and so  on  tha t  we

needed he lp  w i th .  And a lso  d i f fe ren t  con t r ibu t ions  fo r  d r jves  when peop le

sa ' id  no  they  wou ldn ' t  because  o f  th i s .  Yeah .  I  won ' t  ment jon  any  names.

0M: Did anybody try to twist  your arm to stay out of  j t  comp' letely?

SM: Look, you want to know the truth?

0M:  Yes .

SM:  Ihey  were  prac t ica ' l l y  a1 l  scared  o f  me.  Nobody wou ld  come and ta lk  to  me

persona l l y ,  and  I  da red 'em to .  One  man d id  a  long  t ime ago ,  and  he  d idn ' t

ge t  very  fa r .  He ius t  d idn ' t  know what  he  was ta lk ing  about .  And a l1  they

were  do ing  was,  they  were  te l l ing  somebody e1se,  "Why don ' t  you  ta lk  to  the

b ishop?"  I  sa id ,  "We" l1  ,  I ' l  I  t a l  k  to  anybody .  I ' l  I  t ake  'em on .  "  There  .

was  one very  p rominent  man in  th is  c i ty .  Somebody sa id ,  " l l l e l l ,  he 'd  l j ke  to

come and  see  you . "  I  sa id ,  " I  sha l l  be  de l igh ted  to  see  h im,  d iscuss
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eve ry th ing  ve ry  ca1m1y  w i th  h im . "  You  know,  I  had  to  be  su re  o f  my  g round .

And  fu r the rmore ,  I  d idn ' t  eve r  bu t t  i n to  anybody ' s  bus iness .  I t ' s  on l y  when

I  was  asked .

0M:  What  about  w i th in  the  church  h ' ie ra rchy?

SM:  Wel l ,  some b ishops  were  probab ly  a  l ' i t t le  more  conserva t ive ,  bu t  I  th ink  they

ra ther  admi red  what  I  was  do ing .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t , ' i n  the  Farah s t r i ke ,

tha t  ended up  in  the  b ishops '  meet ing  in  Wash ing ton ,  and 11o on{  ever  knew

that .  That ' s  a  long s to ry .  But  anyway,  l , l i l l i e  Farah f lew them up there  and

they  s ta r ted  lobby ing  dur ing  the  b ishops '  meet ing .

014: Who did he f ly up there?

SM:  He  f lew a  fe l low named 0ne idas .  Hewas  h is  pub l i c  re la t ions  man.  He  was  a

Catho l l c  guy  f rom Da i las ,  and he  h i red  h im in  o rder  to  ru in  me.  I  th ink  1 j t

was /  One idas ;  one  o f  those  names i t  was .  And  then  he  f lew. . .we l l ,  he  f l ew

some m' in is te rs  up ,  and we vvon ' t  ment jon  the i r  names,  bu t  they  sudden ly  appear -

ed .  And they  were  lobby ing  in  a  k ind  o f  way .  I  don ' t  know whether  some o f

the Conroys were with them or not.  And he had f lown to di f ferent placed and

v is i ted  peop le  and  sa id  tha t  I  d idn ' t  know what  I  was  do ing .  And  then  o f

course  you know a  number  o f  loca l  m in is te rs  had pu t  ou t  a  book le t  about ' i t ,

say ing  tha t  I  d idn ' t  know what  I  was  ta lk ing  about  and so  on .  That ' s  some-

where  a l  I  i  n  b l  ack  and wh ' i te .

But  anywa.y ,  to  ta lk  about  the  h ie rarchy .  I ' Jhen a l l  th js  th jng  go t  s ta r t -

ed  up  in  Wash ing ton ,  f i na l l y  one  o f  the  b ishops  sa id  to  me,  "Look ,  wou ld

you do  us  the  favor  and ask  fo r  permiss ion?"  Th is  vvas  no t  on  the  agenda or

any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  "Bu t  le t ' s  ask  Card ina l  K ro l l , "  who  was  the  head  o f  the

conference a t  the  t ime,  " fo r  permiss ion  to  le t  you  ta lk  and exp la in  the  Farah

s j tua t ion . "  I  go t  pe rmiss jon  f rom the  Card jna l .  I  don ' t  th ink  the  Card ina l
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was so  happy about  labor  un ions  e i ther ,  bu t  he  was very  fa i r .  And I  gave a

20-minute  ta lk  to  a l l  the  h ie rarchy  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  tha t  were  there .

And God, I  got  an ovat ' ion--such . [ thag I 'd never gotten anywhere in a '11 my

1 i fe ,  Now I 'm say ing  tha t  to  g ive  you an  idea o f  what  the  h ' ie ra rchy  were

th in f t ing .  And there  were  probab ly  some o f  those tha t  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  idea,

bu t  {  guess  they  thought  I  had gu ts  anyway,  i f  no th ing  e1se.  (Chuck les)

AR:  In  td lk ing  about  the  Farah s t r i ke ,  what  was i t  tha t  you  fe l t  was  un fa i r  a t

Farah?

SM:  We l l ,  l e t  me pu t  j t  j us t  b r ie f l y .  In  the  f i r s t  p lace ,  the re  was  no t  a  su f f i -

c ien t  l i v ing  wage.  When th is  f i rs t  came up and they  f i rs t  appea led  to  me,  I

wro te  a  very  jnnocent  k ind  o f  le t te r  wh ich  was meant  pure ly  fo r  the  loca l

s i tuat ion.  And then a bishop from the east wrote to me and wanted me to make

an in -depth  s tudy  o f  th is ,  wh ich  I  d jd .  And I  c losed every th ' ing  here  prac t i -

ca11y  fo r  two  fu l l  weeks ,  and  tha t ' s  a l l  I  d ld  f rom morn ing  t i l 1  n igh t - -go t

jnformat ion and al l  of  that .  Al l  documented, too.  And then /_ ' . - t . l  wrote him a

le t te r  say ing ,  "Th is  ' i s  the  resu l t  o f  my  s tudy .  I  th ink  th i s  i s  no t  conduc t -

ed  in  accord  1wt t f r  what  we wou ld  ca l l  the  pr inc ' ip1es  o f  good soc ia l  ius t i ce . "

And tha t  le t te r  then was made pub l ic .  The. tF !g19!  Catho l i c  Repor tg r  go t

aho ld  o f  i t  and  pub l i shed  j t  ve rba t im- - the  who le  works !

0M:  How long was i t?

SM: God, i t  was about three pages.

0l,l: That was a summary of your study?

SM:  0 f  my s tudy ,  yes .

0M:  Now,  what  about  the  or jg ina l  s tudy ,  what  d id  you do  w i th  tha t?

SM:  That  was the  or ig ina l  s tudy .

0M:  0h ,  tha t  was  the  who le  th ing .
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SI i ' l :  Yeah-  And  then  o f  cou rse ,  t ha t ' s  when  i t  go t  i n to  pub ' l i c  hands  and  eve ry -

t h i ng  e ' l se ,  and  t hen  I  was  rea l l y  i n  i t .  Bu t  wha t  I  was  do ing ,  t e l l i ng  ' em

basica l ly ,  was that  the wages were not  fa i r  and 6h^! f  they should have been

be t te r .  One  o f  t he  wors t  t h ' i ngs  was  tha t  i n  o rde r  t o  ge t  an  i nc rease  i n  pay ,

they  demanded  t remendous  quo tas  wh ' i ch  those  women  cou ldn ' t  f u l f i l l .  And  you

see ,  i f  t hey  d i dn ' t  f u l f i l l  t ha t ,  we11 ,  t hey  we re  ap t  t o  be  t o l d ,  "You  ge t

ou t . "  Tha t ' s  no t  t he  way  to  do  th ' i ngs .  Those  were  the  two  bas i c  th ings .

The re ' s  much  more  t o  i t  t han  t ha t .  I  don ' t  r eca l l  a l l  t he  de ta i l s .

AR:  Now you  b rough t  up  the  i dea  tha t  you  though t  t ha t  t hey  whou ld  have  the  r i gh t
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to  co l  I  ec t i ve  barga i  n i  ng .

Wel  l ,  sure l  y i

That  was  another  th ing .

Tha t ' s  r igh t ,  tha t ' s  the  bas jc  th ing .  He  d idn ' t  wan t  tha t .  Now way  back ,  I

ca l l  te11  you th is ,  tha t  f rom way back  when Mr .  Webber  was s t j l l  here ,  l i v ing

in  the  ca thedra l  and was w i th  the  A F  o f  L ,  he  ta lked  to  me many t imes about

the  Farahs ,  how hard  they  were .  I  d idn ' t  know the  peop ie  a t  a l l .  A t  tha t

t ime I  was  no t  ac t i ve ly ' invo lved.  And he  sa id  tha t  he  had t r ied  many t imes

to  te l l  them to  do  d i f fe ren t ly .  No.  They  d idn ' t .  So  you see,  I  had grounds.

And when the  peop le  came to  me I  had to  make a  very  d i f f i cu l t  dec ' i s ion .  I

knew i t  was  gonna  causesomed i f f i cu l t i es .  Bu t  Lord ,  I  had  no  idea  j t  was

gonna jus t  p lummet  in to  na t iona l  p rominence a l l  o f  a  sudden and c rea te  a lmost

a  na t iona l  con t roversy .

bJe l l ,  j t  was l

I t  su re  was ,a l l  r i gh t .

At  the same t ime I  read that there were l ike 600 workers who had been former-

1y employed by Farah that picketed your home.
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SM:  Yeah .

AR: They wereunhappy that they no longer had jobs and i t  seemed that they were

b laming  you .

S I t l :  No ,  i t  wasn ' t  qu i te  l ' i ke  tha t .  Farah  had  in  h is  work ing  fo rce  a  ce r ta in

group ca l led  the  Happ ies .  Now somebody kept  the  Happ ies  in  good humor  and they

were kind of  brainwashed. Now some of those, they got pret ty good wages.

And they were the ones whom he used against  me. And they were sore at  me,

o f  course ,  because I  was  f igh t ing  Farah.  That ,  Vou see,  made the  s t r j ke  a l l

the  more  d i f f i cu l t .

AR:  These  peop le  hadn ' t  been  la id  o f f?

SM:  No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  A t  the  t ime.  They  were  up  here ,  sure .

AR:  We11,  I  remember  some o f  the  th ings  I  read sa id  tha t  they 'd  been la id  o f f .

5M:  That  p robab ly  was on  la te r  on .  They  may have done tha t ,  I  don ' t  know.  But

when they  were  up  here  Farah to ld  'em to  do  tha t ,  and they  were  w ' i11 ing  to

do i t  because they were mad at  me. Now, I  know who some of those people

were .  They  weren ' t  ge t t ing  any  smal l  wages,  some o f  those.  There  was a  lo t

o f  d i f fe rences- -d isc r im ina t ' ion  i f  you  want  to  ca l l  i t  tha t - -whatever  the

source  o f  i t  was ,  In  the  company some were  ge t t ing  pa id  poor ly  and o thers

much be t te r .  There  was favor i t i sm and a l l  ' i n  i t .  And these peop le  tha t  they

wou ld  ca l l  the  Happ ies ,Farah kept  them happy,  as  they  say .

AR:  Th  js  was  600 ' i s  what  the  newspaper  sa id .

S I { :  I  t  must '  ve  been,  cou l  d '  ve  been about  tha t  many.

AR:  Tha t ' s  a  lo t  o f  peop le .

0M: And they came up here?

SM:  0h ,  yeah.  I  don ' t  know how many came up here ,bu t  a  lo t  o f  those came up

here ,  yeah.
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AR:  l , ' 1e11,  as  i  was  gonna say  a  wh i le  ago,  I  reca l l  read ing  tha t  they  sa id  tha t

they  fe l t  l i ke  they  d id  have the  r igh t  to  co l lec t i ve  barga in ' ing  and tha t  had

wages been so  low and the ' i r  benef i t s  so  poor  tha t  Farah wou ld 've  been un ion-

ized  long be fore ,  and tha t  there  wou ldn ' t  have been the  cont roversy  tha t

there  was a t  the  t ime.  And th is  was the i r  s tand- - tha t  they  had vo ted  and

they had voted the union down, and that they were unhappy about your jo ' in ing

in  the  cont roversy  because they  fe l t  l j ke  the  Church  funds  were  be ing  used.

SM:  The on ly  reason I  came in  i s  because I  was  asked to  come in  by  the  workers .

Yeah.  Now I  knew there  was tha t  d iv js ion  o f  op in jon  among the  workers ,  and

I  was  concerned about  tha t .  And some o f  those peop le  tha t  were  aga ' ins t  i t ,

they were rea' l  1y not suf  fer i  ng.  Yeah.

AR:  l r /e l l ,  they  sa id  tha t  there  were  o ther  p lan ts  in  town tha t  were  c lo th ing  manu-

fac tur ing  p lan ts ,  who had lower  wages than Farah.

S l4 :  Wel l  now,  tha t  cou ld  we l l  be ,  bu t  there  was no  s t r i ke .  I 'm no t  go ing  to  every

bus iness  in  town,  you know.  I f  they  had come to  me. . .  That  p robab ly  i s

qu i te  t rue ,  there  were .  But  here  the  peop le  s t ruck .  0h ,  V€s .  And then they

were  taken up  by  the  Amalgamated C lo th ing  Workers .  The Amalgamated C lo th ing

Workers  d id  no t  come ' in ;  they  were  asked to  come in  by  those workers .

AR:  But  I  unders tand i t  was  jus t  a  smal l  g roup o f  workers  tha t  asked them to

come ' i n  i  n ' i t i a1  1Y .

We l l  now,  how many  the re  were  i n i t i a l l y ,  t he re  were  qu i te  a  few .

I  t h ink  i t  was  someth ing  l  i ke  276  o r  someth ing  
' l ' i ke  

tha t .

P robab ly ,  cou ld ' ve  been .  Bu t  t hey  had  r i gh ts ,  t oo .  The  ma t te r  o f  t he  fac t

was ,  ob jec t i ve l y ,  t he re  was  a  l ack  o f  soc ' i a l  j u s t i ce  i n  t ha t  who le  bus iness .

And  the re  were  some men  who  came down ,  a  commi t tee  f rom the  b i shops 'mee t ing ,

f rom the conference,  who were exper ts  on that .  And I  to ld  them to go in  and
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v i s i t  i t  and  see  wha t ' s  go ing  on .  Now you  see ,  wha t  Fa rah  was  say ing  to

eve rybody ,  "Go  th rough  my  p lan t ,  and  i t ' s  beau t i f u l  . "  t ^Je l l  you  know,  we ' re

no t  t ha t  s tup id .  You  can  have  a  ve ry  n ' i ce -go ing  p lan t  and  eve ry th ing  i s

under  con t ro l .  Bu t  wha t ' s  undernea th?  Sure  you  cou ld  go  th rough  tha t  and

never  see  any th ing  wrong  j us t  when  you  wen t  t h rough  i t .  And  I 'm  su rp r i sed

that  they were so amateur ish that  they d id i t  that  way,  some of  them. They

fe l l  f o r  t ha t .  I  wou ld  neve r  f a l l  f o r  t ha t .

AR:  Now you  d idn ' t  go  th rough  the  p lan t?

SM:  No ,  I  d i d  no t .  I  d i dn ' t  t h ' i nk  i t  was  necessa ry  t o  go  t h rough  t he  p1an t .  I

was  w i l l i ng  to  d i scuss  w i th  Mr .  Fa rah  any th ing  he  wan ted ,  bu t  t hey  were  i us t

f oo l i sh .  They  cou ld  se t  t ha t  t h i ng  up  and  say ,  " Look ,  he re  i t  i s . "  And

tha t ' s  no t  where  the  soc ia l  j us t ' i ce  shows  up .  Soc ia l  j us t i ce  shows  up  ou t -

s ide  wha t  ac tua l l y  happens .

/Plus_Ef

Z|{ ' f ' . . ! -7 quest ioned about these things according to the requirements of  social

jus t i ce ,  i t  was  qu i te  c lear  he  was no t  observ ing  them.  And the  commi t tee

that camedown here came from Washington, and they went through the plant and

they talked to him and they saw through i t  r ight  away. And they reported

back  to  the  b ishops .

I  m igh t  add to  th js  tha t  I  knew f rom very  re l jab le  peop le  here  in  the

c i t y ,  a t to rneys  and  so  on ,  abou t  the  ve ry . . .we l1 ,  we  say  un ius t  th ings  tha t

had happened to  peop le  who fo r  ins tance were  le t  ou t  o f  Farah,  who los t

the i r  j obs  and  so  on ,  a l l  because  there  vvas  no  co l lec t i ve  barga ' in ing  ava i l -

ab le .  Tha t  j s  where  the  soc ' ia l  j us t j ce  o r  in jus t i ce  w i l l  show up .  And  th is

was known,  and they  ta ' l ked  about  i t .  And I  heard  i t ,  fo r  ins tance,
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from a t to rneys  here  in  the  c i ty ,  whose names I  don ' t  want  to  revea l .  Bu t

they said that  there was no doubt about i t ,  that  some of the people came

to them for advice,  about how they had been 1et go and so on without proper

compensa t ion  and  a l l  tha t .  Now tha t ' s  soc ia l  j n ius t i ce  r igh t  the re .  And  fo r

a l l  these reasons  i  sure ly  d ' idn ' t  th ink  tha t  i t  was  necessary  to  go  th rough

the  p1an t .  I  d idn ' t  have  to  go  th rough  the  p1an t .

0M: Did you remember the name of the person who came here? l , , las i t  Arthur Goldberg?

SM:  Yes ,  yes  .  Tha t '  s  r igh t .

0 l r ' l :  Cou ld  you g ive  us  de ta i l s  o f  tha t  meet ' ing  w i th  h im,  what  was sa id?

SM: Yes. Arthur Goldberg came through here a few years ago when they had the

Mayor 's  Break fas t  down a t  the  C iv ic  Center .  That  was  dur ing  Mayor  Henderson 's

t ime.  And  they  asked  me to  g ive  the  invo lca t jon ,  I  be l ieve  i t  was ,  o r  the

b less ing  or  whatever .  And Ar thur  Go ldberg  was the  fea tured  speaker  fo r  tha t .

He came here  f rom Wash jng ton .  And when Ar thur  Go ldberg  came in to  the  ha11,

he  came r igh t  over  to  me.  And he  prac t ica l ]y  to ' ld  everybody,  he  sa id ,  " I

want  to  s i t  down and ta lk  w ' i th  the  b ishop. "  He wanted  to  ta lk  to  me and he

sa t  a t  my  tab le  dur ing  the  who le  t ime .  And  he  d iscussed  th is  who le  s i tua t ion ,

the  labor  s i tua t ion  and the  Farah s t r i ke ,  w i th  wh ich  he  was very  fami l ia r .

And he was very happy to meet me--he said so.

lflnusV
0 t r1 :  You  were  te l l  i ng  us  abou t  you r  conve rsa t i on  a t  t he  d inne r  t ab le .

S l4 :  Yes .  And  he  ta l ked  abou t  t he  Fa rah  s t r i ke  and  so  on ,  and  he  was  so  happy

abou t  t he  who le  t h i ng .  And  he  sa id . . . t h i s  was  rea l ' l y  a  marve lous  t h i ng  he

sa id .  I  sa i d ,  "We l l ,  you  know ,  Mr .  Go ldbe rg ,  I  don ' t  ge t  ve ry  much  c red i t

he re  j n  t he  s ta te  o f  Texas  fo r  t h ' i s . "  "bJe l l , "  he  sa id ,  "pay  no  a t ten t i on  to

tha t . "  He  sa ' i d ,  "You  have  t o  expec t  t ha t . "  Bu t  he  sa id ,  "You  d i d  t he  r i gh t
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th ing . "  And  he  sa id ,  " I  am very  happy  to  meet  you , "  and  so  on .

So then we sa t  together ,  and f ina l l y  he  go t  up  and he  had h is  p repared

speech.  I  don ' t  remember  what  i t  was .  Before  he  go t  to  tha t ,  he  to ld  the

peopl  e that  he was very happy to come here and that he was very happy to

meet  me.  I  suppose w ' i th  a l l  the  gent ry  there ,  they  were  qu ' i te  surpr ised  a t

tha t ,  bu t  p robab ly  d idn ' t  l i ke  f t  too  we l l .  And  then  th is  i s  wha t  he  sa id .

He  sa id ,  "You  know,  the re ' re  a l l  k inds  o f  i ssues  tha t  a re  be fo re  the  pub l i c

these days .  There  is  the  ques t ion  o f  l i v ing  wage,  fo r  ins tance;  how the

workers  shou ld  be  pa id .  There 's  rac ja l  d i sc r im ina t jon  and  a l l  such  th ings

as  tha t .  There 's  hous ing ,  and  a l l  the  th ings  tha t  we ' re  supposed  to  do .

[ ' l ov l , "  he  sa id ,  "some peop le  cons ' ider  those po f  i t i ca l  .  They  may be  po l  i t i ca l

i ssues  in  a  sense ,  bu t  the re  i s  an  e lement  o f  j us t i ce  jnvo lved  jn  a l l  o f  them.

t l Jhenever  ius t ' i ce  ' i s  invo lved,  r .e l  ig ion  has  j t s  func t jon .  And there fore  r l f

your  rabb i  o r  your  min is te r  o r  your  p r ies t  speaks  ou t  on  these issues ,  even

though you may no t  persona l ly  agree  w i th  h im,  do  no t  persecute  h im or  any-

th ing  o f  tha t  k ind .  Tha t ' s  h js  du ty . "  They  cou ldn ' t  ge t  j t  more  c lea r  than

tha t .

0M:  That ' s  p re t ty  s t ra igh t .  How d id  you fee l  about  tha t?

SM:  I  ce r ta in ly  though t  I  cou ldn ' t  have  sa ' id  i t  as  we l l  myse l f l  And  th is  i s

what  he  to ld  the  pub l ic .  I  never  heard  any  reac t ion .  Probab ly  most  o f  them

have  fo rgo t ten  i t ,  bu t  I  su re ly  d ' i dn ' t .  And  th js  o f  course  j s  qu i te  t rue :

because  there  i s  ius t ' i ce  jnvo lved ' in  these  th ings ,  we  shou ld  have  someth ing

to  do  w i th  them.  We ' re  no t  t ry ' ing  to  run  somebody 's  bus  jness .  I ' ve  a lways

to ld  peop le  tha t  whenever  I  go t  in to  labor  th ings . . .  By  the  way,  the .very

f i rs t  t r i ke  tha t  I  was  in  here  when I  came in  /was  a t  theh ld  Mead Bakery .

Tha t ' s  a  1ong ,  long  t ime ago .
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0M: When was that?

SM:  Th is  was  back  i n  p robab ly  1943  o r  ' 44 .  And  one  o f  t he  men  came to  me  f rom

the  AFL -C I0 ,  and  t hey  we re  hav ing  p rac t i ca l l y  a . . . i t  cou ld ' ve  become  v i o l en t .

Th i s  man  came and  he  sa id ,  "These  peop le  a re  l ook ing  fo r  be t te r  pay . "  And

God  knows  they  weren ' t  pa id  ve ry  much .  And  he  sa id ,  "They  a re  p rac t i ca l l y

a l l  Mex ican  peop le ,  Ca tho ' l i c  peop l  e .  I  t h ink  tha t  p robab ly  you  cou ' t rd  he lp

them ou t . "  "We11 r "  I  sa j d ,  " I ' l l  be  g l ad  t o  he lp  t hem ou t .  I  don ' t  know

jus t  how I  can .  Bu t  I  don ' t  know who  runs  th i s  bake ry  o r  any th ing . "  And  he

gave  me  the  pe rson ' s  name,  and  he  sa ' i d ,  " l , l ou ld  you  ta l k  t o  h im?"  I  sa id '

"Yes ,  I  su re l y  w i11 . "  Gave  me  h i s  t e l ephone  number .  And  I  ca l l ed  t he  man

up  and  I  t o ld  h im  who  I  am and  so  on .  And  I  sa id ,  "Now I  unders tand  tha t

you ' r e  hav ing  qu i t e  a  b i t  o f  t noub le . "  Th i s  l abo r  r ep resen ta t i ve  t hough t

tha t  t he  peop le  wou ld  ge t  worked  up  and  p robab ly  do  v io lence ,  you  know.  And

I  sa id ,  "Maybe  I  can  he lp  you  some.  Now le t  me  make ' i t  ve ry  c lea r  t o  you ,

I 'm  no t  gonna  te11  you  how to  run  you r  bus iness .  Bu t  i f  you  wan t  some adv ' i ce ,

I  wou ld  be  ve ry  w i l l i ng  t o  g i ve  i t  t o  you . "

l ^ l e l l ,  he  came  to  see  me  one  even ing  abou t  n i ne  o ' c1ock ,  and  I  was  l i v i ng

jn  the  o ld  Ho te l  D ieu  i n  t hose  days  i n  two  rooms .  And  he  wen t  home a round

one  i n  t he  morn ing ,  I  guess .  We  wen t  ove r  t ha t  who le  t h j ng ,  d i scussed  i t

and  a l l  t ha t .  And  I  t h i nk  l a t e r  on  t hey  d i d  have  a  un ion  t he re .  I  don ' t  know

what 's  happened l i inct .  Anyway,  that  one b lew over .  Thank God noth ing happen-

ed .  Bu t  I  t o l d  h im  wha t  t he  reason  was  and  so  on .  I  sa i d ,  " I f  you  don ' t  do

tha t ,  don ' t  be  su rp r i sed  j f  peop ' l e  ge t  upse t  emot iona l l y .  And  when  they

become upse t  emot iona l l y  t hey  do  a  l o t  o f  t h ings  tha t  a re  un reasonab le ,  t ha t

a re  bad ,even .  Tha t ' s  wha t  peop le  do  when  anger  se ts  i n  and  despa ' i r  se ts  i n

and  a l l  o f  t ha t .  Th i s  j s  wha t  you ' r e  up  aga jns t . "  And  I  t o l d  h im  a t  t he
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t ime,  I  sa id ,  "Now probab ly  what  th is  man is  ask ing  you is  more  than you can

pay a t  th is  moment  because your  wages are  so  low,and then a l l  o f  a  sudden to

jump up  to  tha t  o ther  sca le . "  I  sa id ,  "You  cou ldn ' t  do  tha t  econom' i ca1 ' l y

fo r  your  own bus iness .  But  what  you shou ld  do  is  to  beg in  to  p ' lan  f rom now

on and  l i t t l e  by  l i t t l e  go  on  up  so  tha t  you  can  meet  i t . "  He  l i s tened  to

tha t ;  he  seemed to  accept ' i t .  Now I  know noth ing  more  about  the  Mead Bakery

a f te r  tha t .  Bu t  tha t  was  my very  f i rs t  exper ience r igh t  here .  I t  must ' ve

been  in  1943 ,  ' 44 .  I  wasn ' t  he re  ve ry  1ong .  I  came jn '42 .

0M: Why did they come to you?

SFl:  Thi  s man?

0M:  Yes .

SM:  We l l ,  I  th ink  he  came to  me because  I  was  the  b ishop .  I  be l ieve  th is  man

h imse l f  was  a  Catho l i c ,  i f  I  remember  nowi  H is  name was Hardes ty ,  he  was

f rom Ok lahoma Ci ty .  Yes ,  he  was an  I r i shman;  Hardes ty  I  th jnk  i s  an  I r i sh

name.  And he  to ld  me what  par ish  he  be longed to .  But  he  sa id ,  " I  come to

you  fo r  adv ice . "  I t  wasn ' t  tha t  I  had  es tab l i shed  a  repu ta t ion  in  par t i cu la r

or  any th ing  l i ke tha t ;  no t  tha t .  Bu t  he  had heard  about  me fo r  some reason '

I  don ' t  know why .  Bu t  he  sa id ,  "Maybe  you  can  he lp  me. "  " i , . l e l l , "  I  sa id ,

" l  wou ld  l j ke  to  he lp  the  cause ,  the  s i tua t ion ,  i f  we  can  do  someth ing  fo r

i t . "  And I  don ' t  know what  happened la te r  on ,  bu t  a t  leas t  tha t  was  avo ided.

But  I  be l ieve  tha t  the  men,  the  employers ,  many o f  them,  i f  th is  th ing  is  pu t

be fore  them reasonab ly  and they  aren ' t  a l l  o f  a  sudden burdened w i th  some-

th ing  they  can ' t  meet ,  tha t ' s  when they  th row up the i r  hands .  And I  to ld

them,  I  sa id ,  "Now the ' idea  i s  no t  to  pu t  you  ou t  o f  bus inessr "  I  sa id .

"For  one  reason ,  then  you ' re  k j l l j ng  the  source  o f  suppor t  tha t  these  peop le

have  and ' i t ' d  k i11  you  and  k i l l  t hem.  And  you  shou ld  s tay  jn  bus iness .  Bu t
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l e t ' s  do  i t  th is  way. "  So I  be l ieve  they  came to  some k ind  o f  an  agreement

about  hav ing  a  sca le .  And Mr .  Hardes ty  accepted  tha t  and he  sa id ,  " I f  I  can

conv ince  the  men.  And  i f  I  te l l  t he  men tha t  I  sav l  you , "  he  sa id ,  " I  th ink

tha t  w i l l  do  i t . "  Apparent ly  they  accepted  i t .  That  was  the  Mead Bakery .

I  don ' t  know where  the  l t1ead. . . i s  there  s t i l l  a  l , {ead Bakery  here?

AR:  / fes , l  I  th ink  i t ' s  under  another  name though.  I  can ' t  remember  wh jch  one.

SM:  Probab ly  i s .  I t  p robab ly  has  gone under  another  Ddr l r€ r  bu t  i t  was  and o ld - t ime

ins i t i t u t ion  here  then .  Yeah ,  tha t  was  very  in te res t ing .  Bu t  I  d id  appre -

ciate Arthur Go1 dberg'  s con'ments .

0M:  What  about  Sargent  Shr iver?  You to ld  us  tha t  you  had a  conversa t ion  w i th

h ' im a l  so .

SM:  Yes  I  d id .  D id  I  te11 you about  tha t?

0M:  I  don ' t  th ink  you  gave  us  de ta i l s  abou t  tha t .

SM:  Yes .  Now,  Sargent  Shr iver ,  he  knew about  the  Farah s t r j ke  because the  year

tha t  i t  became so  pub l ic  and a l l  was  when he  was on  the  v ice  pres ident ia l

t i cke t ,  I  be l ieve ,  w ' i th  McGovern ,  wasn ' t  he? And he  came th rough here  and I

th ink  he  ta lked  w i th  the  workers  and found ou t  about  the  s t r i ke .  And then

of  course  I  had wr i t ten  some th ings .  I  had wr i t ten  tha t  le t te r  tha t  was

pub l i shed ,  a l l  o f  tha t .  So  he  knew abou t  i t .  And  then  f ina l l y  when  he  came

back  th rough here  i t  was  when he  thought  he  m' igh t  have h is  eye  on  the  Pres i -

den t ia l  nomina t ion .  He  asked  to  see  me.  And  he  sa id ,  "No t  po i i t i ca l l y .  I

know he 's  rea l l y  no t  in te res ted  in  tha t  type  o f  th ' ing ,  bu t  I  ius t  want  to  see

the b' ishop."  And so I  ta l  ked to him and he told me that he was very,  very

happy about i t ,  that  he had read everything I  wrote.  He thought i t  was very

sound,  th ' i s  was  t f i re  p roper  th ing  to  do .  And aga in  I  to ld  h im tha t  i t  was

not  a t  a l l  we l l  reCe ived here .  i  sa id  they  were  very  upset  about  i t .
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Rather  b i t te r ,many peop le  were .  He sa id ,  "You pay  no  a t ten t ion  to  tha t

e i the r . "  Bu t  he  sa id ,  " I  wan t  to  te l l  you  tha t  back  eas t  you ' re  a  hero . "

And  he  sa id ,  "You ' re  one  o f  m ine . "  Then  he  sa id  a lso ,  he  sa jd . . . th i s  i s

very ,  rea l l y  very  persona l .  He sa id ,  "When I  saw your  name,  Metzger ,  I  knew

tha t  you  wou ldn ' t  g i ve  up . "  And  i t ' s  a  German name,  o f  course .

What does i t  mean? The name Metzger,what does i t  mean?

Metzger real ly means a butcher in German. I f  you go to Germany, in some

parts of Germany you see a place that says pq!Zgtg-l_, whjch means a butcher

shop.  And he  sa ' id ,  "My name is  rea l l y  German.  Our  fami ly  name or ig ina l l y

is  Chre iber ,  wh ich  means au thor  in  German,  wr i te r ,  somebody tha t  wr i tes .

Bu t  I  guess  here  they  made a  "v "  ou t  o f  Shr i ve r , I  guess . "  He  sa id ,  "We 've

been in  th is  count ry  250 years . "  But  he  has  a lways  spoken about  tha t .  He

thought  tha t ' i t  was  a  very  g rea t  th ing .  So tha t ' s  the  way peop le  fee l  ' i n

o ther  p laces .  And I  was  very  p roud o f  tha t ,  w i th  a  man l i ke  Shr iver .  A f te r

a l l ,  he 's  qu i te  an  ou ts tand ' ing  person and a  very  good person.

AR:  We were  ta lk ing  abou t  Farah 's  dec l ine  r igh t  now in  bus iness .  Do  you  th ink

that the boycott  in any way had anything to do with his current problems?

Sl4 :  Ind i rec t l y  i t  cou ld  have.  I  be l ieve  tha t  i f  Farah  had se t t led  the  s t r i ke

and accepted  the  un ion  jn  due t ime ins tead o f  c rea t ing  a ' l l  the  fuss  a l l  over

the  Un i ted  S ta tes  and  na tu ra l l y  a lso  mak ing  i t  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  the  peop le  w i th

whom he  was  dea l ing ,  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  wou ld  have  hur t  h im much  a t  a l l .  I

f rank ly  th ' ink  tha t  he  h imse l f  was  the  one tha t  was  respons ib le  fo r  a  lo t  o f

the damage that was done to them. Now they wi1 1 probably say that the boy-

co t t i t se l f  d id  i t .  They  boyco t t ,  tha t  cou ld ' ve  been  cer ta in ' l y  avo ided  i f

they  had come across  and se t t led  i t .  Bu t  I  a lso ,  a f te r  the  s t r i ke  was over ,

I  wro te  a  le t te r  to  a l l  the  b ishops  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and to ld  them tha t
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now th is  had been set t ' led and that  i f  in  anyway they fe l t  that  they could

encourage  t rade  w i th  th i s  company ,  t ha t  I  t hough t  t h i s  was  the  Cr i s t i an

th ing  to  do .  And  as  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  I  me t  one  o f  t he  Fa rah  execu t j ves

one  t jme  who  happens  to  be  a  Ca tho l i c .  I  be t te r  no t  men t ion  h j s  name.  Yes .

I  rne t  h im  down  in  the  bank  a f te r i t  was  a l l  se t t l ed .  And  I  t o ld  h im  tha t

any th ing  I  cou ld  do  fo r  h ' i r n ,  l e t  me  know.  Never ,  neve r  ca l l ed  back .

I  be l ieve that  l f lhe boycot t /  a ia  hur t  h im,  of  course.  Now, however ,  I

be l i eve  t ha t  subsquen t l y  t hese  o the r  dea l i ngs  mus t ' ve  hu r t  h im .  He  cou ld ' ve

qu i te  eas i l y  recove red  f rom tha t  boyco t t ,  t he  e f fec ts  o f  i t .  Bu t  I  don ' t

t h i nk  t , . l i l l ' i e  p l ayed  t he  game  tha t  way .  He  kep t  a1 l  t he  t ime . . . t he  peop ' l e  a l l

knew  tha t  he  was  ve ry  unhappy  abou t  t h i s  s i t ua t i on ,  I 'm  su re .  He  d j dn ' t

wan t  t he  se t t l emen t .  He  d jdn ' t  keep  tha t  any  a  sec re t .  And  then  you  see ,

the  men  w i th  whom you  dea1 ,  t hey  beg ' i n  t o  wonder .  They  wou ld  say ,  " l l e11 ,

now,  ' i f  he  fee l s  t ha t  way  abou t  i t ,  pe rhaps  one  o f  t hese  days  the re '11  be

ano the r  b reakou t  o f  some k ind . "  And  tha t  cou ld  ve ry  eas j l y  hu r t  h i s  bus iness .

Now he  p robab l y  doesn ' t  r ea l i ze  t ha t  and  doesn ' t  t h i nk  t ha t  way .  Bu t  I  wou ld

by no means say that  the boycot t  ru ined Farah,  because they were on the way

back  when  they  began  to  dec l i ne .  They  were  ac tua l l y  mak ing  money ,  I  be l j eve .

And  th i s  dec l i ne  has  come abou t  because  o f  t he  bus iness  dea ls  tha t  he  made

h imse l f .  Had  no th ing  to  do  wha tsoeve r  w i th  the  boyco t t  o r  any th ing  e1se .

Fu r the rmore ,  I  don ' t  know whe the r  you  read  a l l  t ha t  i n  t he  paper  when

a l l  t hese  changes  were  tak ing  p lace  i n  t he  admjn i s t ra t i on .  l dhen  t ' l i l l  i e  came

back to  assume the re ins,  I  understand there was one man suggested that  they

sue  the  Ca tho l  i c  b i shop .  D ' i d  you  read  tha t  i n  t he  paper?

0h ,  rea11y?  I  wasn ' t  he re  when  tha t  happened .

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  I t  was  i n  t he  pape r ,  I  saw  i t  myse l f .  And  t he  pape r  s imp l y
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sa id  i t  was  no t  accep ted .  Now I  know tha t  somebody  was  i n  the  s tockho lde r ' s

mee t ing  and  hea rd  th i s  who le  th ing .  And  th i s  man  ev ' i den t ' l y  i s  ve ry  b i t t e r

aga ins t  me .

AR: F ' l r .  Farah is  b i t ter?

S l4 :  No ,  ro ,  t h i s  man  tha t . . . t h i s  was  a  s tockho lde r .  0h ,  [ t ' l r .  Fa rah  i s  b i t t e r  aga ins t

me ,  o f  cou rse ;  a lways  was .  However ,  he  may  be  a  l i t t l e  a f ra id  now,  I 'm  no t  so

su re .  Bu t  when  th i s  was  a l l  se t t l ed  and  [ . l i l l i e  Fa rah  was  back  i n  t he  sadd le ,  as

we  say ,  t ha t ' s  when  t h i s  s t ockho lde r  sa id ,  "Now wha t  abou t  su ing  t he  Ca tho l i c

b i shop ,  t he  Church?"  And  they  sa jd  Fa rah  l ooked  a t  h im ,  he  sa id ,  "No .  Le t  by -

gones  be  bygones . "  Now tha t  comes  f rom a  pe rson  who  ac tua l l y  hea rd ' i t .  Bu t  i t

was  i n  t he  paper  tha t  t ha t  was  sugges ted .  So  the re  a re  p robab ly  s t i 11  many  peo -

p1e here who are very unhappy.  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  I  got  here and there anony-

mous  l e t te rs .  0 f  cou rse ,  we  pay  no  a t ten t i on .  Peop ' l e  who  wr i t e  anonymous  1e t -

t e r s  a re  f i r s t  o f  a l 1  coward l y .  I t ' s  t he  mos t  coward l y  t h i ng  you  can  do .  You ' r e

jus t  ru led  ou t  o f  cou r t  w i th  tha t .  Bu t  we  have  rece i ved  those  th ings .  And  when

B ' i shop  F lo res  camer  somebody  wro te  me  a  l e t t e r  and  sa id ,  " l { e l l ,  he  was  i us t  I i ke

you  a re .  He 's  jus t  l i ke  you

Ev ident ly  a  lady  wro te  i t .

were  here . "  And th is  came f rom a  Catho l i c  woman.

The way she betrayed that--d ' idn' t  s ign her name--Ahe/

sa id ,  "Why ,  nobody  i s  p roud  o f  wha t  you  d id .  l , . l e ' r e  a l1  tho rough ly  ashamed . "  0 f

cou rse ,  t ha t  i sn ' t  qu i t e  t r ue .  Tha t ' s  t he  so r t  o f ,  a  man i f es ta t i on  o f  pa rano ia

when  peop le  do  tha t  t ype  o f  t h ing .  We can ' t  pay  too  much  a t ten t i on  to  i t .

AR:  Do  you  fee l  l i ke  the  emp loyees  ou t  a t  Fa rah  have  i t  be t te r  now than  they  d id  be -

fore? Do you th ink the changes have been made?

S l4 :  I  unde rs tand  tha t  t hey  have .  I  haven ' t  r ea l l y  f o l l owed  i t  up .  I  t h ink  the  un -

i on  had  done  t he  bes t ' i t  cou ld .  I t  may  no t  have  ach ieved  a l l  t ha t  i t  r ea11y

wan ted  t o .  0 f  cou rse ,  r emember ,  he  j s  con t ' i nua l l y  f i gh t i ng  i t  t oo .  He ' s
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g i ven  i t  no  coopera t i on .  He ' s  made  i t  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t .  Now tha t  may  b low  up

aga in  some t ime ,  Vou  neve r  know.  Bu t  yes ,  i f  t he  p ' l ans  tha t  t he  un ion  had

se t ,  i f  t hey  cou ld  ca r ry  those  th rough ,  t ha t  wou ld  ce r ta in l y  bene f i t  t he

un ion .  And  f o r  one  t h i ng t  one  t h i ng  abou t  t he  bene f i t  t ha t  t he  un ion  has

tha t  you  can ' t  j us t  f j r e  somebody  and  th row them ou t  as  you  cou ld  be fo re .

You  can  have  any  k ind  o f  an  excuse .  The  l abo r ing  man  has  to  have  co l l ec t i ve

ba rga in i ng .  O the rw j se ,  who  i s  he?  Jus t  a  l i t t l e  i nd i v i dua l  who ' s  a t  t he

mercy of  somebody that  says,  " I  don ' t  need you anymore.  Get  out . "

AR :  I n  t a l k i ng  abou t  co l l ec t i ve  ba rga in i ng ,  I  r ead  an  a r t i c l e  w r j t t en  by  F r i a r

Rober t  Ge tz ' i n  t he  D iocesean  News le t te r  i n  1973 .  He  ta l ks  abou t  t he  fac t
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tha t  the  Church  doesn ' t  have  un ions ,  tha t  the i r  emp loyees  a ren ' t  un ion jzed .

And  he  fe l t  I  j ke  tha t  they  d idn ' t  have  co l lec t i ve  barga in ' i ng  and  tha t  he

fe l t  tha t  they  shou ld  have i t .  How do you fee l  about  i t?

In  the  Church?

Yes .

[ ' Je ] . l ,  now,  tha t  ques t ion  o f  course ,  nowrwhat  peop le  fo r  ins tance are  say ing

very  o f ten ,  why  doesn ' t  the  Church  have un ions? We11,  nov l  you  must  remember

one  th ing :  the  Church  i s  no t  in  hus jness .  The  Church  has  jus t  abou t  enough

to  ge t  a long  w j th  wha t  j t  needs .  Th is ' i dea  tha t  the  Church  i s  wea l thy  and

has  a  lo t  o f  money ,  th i s  i s  a l toge therwrong .  And  th is  i s  qu i te  t rue ,  tha t

in  many  cases  we shou ld  pay  more ,  and  w i l l ,  i f  we  can .  Bu t  we ' re  dependen t

on  what  the  peop le  g ive  us .  t ^ Ie  haven ' t  go t  any  secre t  amounts  o f  wea l th

h ' idden away somewhere  and say ,  "Here ,  we can hand a l l  th js  ou t . "  That  i s  a

very  common er roneous idea tha t ' s  abroad about  the  Church .

Now the quest ' ion comes up for instance these days, you may have read

about  i t ,  teachers  in  paroch ia l  schoo ls  and so  on .  And tha t  ques t jon  has
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been argued.  Now the  Church  does  be l ieve  in  soc ia l  jus t i ce  and so  on ,  bu t

there 's  a lso  ano ther  th ing .  The  Church  i s  a  sp i r i tua l  i ns t i tu t ion ,  and  when

you go  in to  the  Church  you go  jn  there  fo r  an  apos to la te .  That ' s  what  you ' re

supposed to  do ,  and a t  sacr i f i ce .  Now we ' re  ge t t ing  in to  a  d i f fe ren t  rea lm

there ,  you  see.

AR:  We l l ,  do  you  a lso  inc lude  the  sec re ta r ies  and  jan i to rs  and  those  peop le  as

aposto la tes  a l  so?

SM:  Yeah .  Yes ,  a l l  o f ' em,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t .  We ' re  no t  l i ke  an  indus t ry .

I f  we  were ' in  bus iness ,  Ves ;  bu t  we ' re  no t .  You  see  the  d i f fe rence .  Bu t  we

shou ld  pay  them bet te r  and we have t r jed  to  ra ise  th ings  as  bes t  we can.

And we cou ldn ' t  meet  the  wages,  fo r  ins tance,  tha t  peop le  wou ld  ge t  where

they  are  propen ly  pa ' id  in  a  la rge  bus iness ,  because we ius t  don ' t  have tha t

k jnd  o f  money- -cer ta in ly  no t  a round here .  But  the  Church  shou ld  a lso  fo l low

soc ia l  jus t i ce  as  fa r  as  / ' i t l -  poss i  b1y  can be  done.

In  ta l k ing  abou t  jus t  the  d i f fe ren t  po l i t i ca l  i ssues ,  I  wan ted  to  ta l k  a

l i t t l e  b j t  abou t  soc ia l  ' i ssues ,  as  fa r  as  the  church  suppor t ing  soc ia l  we l -

fa re  p rograms.  I  have here  the  name o f  a  g roup o f  Span ish-speak ing  pr ies ts

ca l led  the  Padres .  A re  you  fami l l a r  w i th  tha t?

Yes ;  oh ,  yes .

And they  sa id  tha t  they  fe l t  l i ke  the  Church  shou ld  func t ion  more  jn  u rban

as we l l  as  ru ra l  bar r ios .  They  shou ld  par t i cpa te  as  fa r  as  he lp ing  the

peop l  e .  .  .

Sl4 :  W i th  hous ing  p rog rams  and  so  on .

AR:  R igh t .  And  ge t t i ng  more  hea l th  ca re  and  tha t  t ype  o f  t h ing .

SM:  Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  I  be l i eve  i n  t ha t .  I  t h i nk  t ha t ' s  a l l  r i gh t ,  t ha t  we  rea11y

shou ld .  Now  we  haven ' t  been  qu j t e  ab le  t o  do ' i t  t he  way  we  wan ted  t o  i n  ou r
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d iocese-  Th is  i s  no t  as  easy  as  i t  sounds.  The theory  i s  per fec t l y  okay .

But  in  hous ing ,  fo r  ins tance,  you then become invo lved in  w i th  the  government

and every th ing ,  and a l l  these d i f fe ren t  lega ' l  th ings ,  Some p laces  have done

very  we11.  We jus t  were  no t  ab ' le  qu i te  to  sw ing  i t .  And we had many,  many

d iscuss ions  about  tha t  here .

With the mayor?

No,  no t  w i th  any  persons .  I 'm  no t  ta l k ing  abou t  any  persons .  The  ob l iga t ions

tha t  you  had and every th ing  e ' l se .  And you know,  a lso ,  there 's  another  s ide

to  tha t .  I t  looks  somehow or  o ther  tha t  the  government  was us ing  the  Church

to  do  i t s  work  tha t  i t ' s  supposed  to  do .  Tha t ' s  ano ther  way  o f  l ook ing  a t  i t .

Sure .  A l l  the  soc ia l  p rograms tha t  the  Church  is  invoJved in .

And then a l l  these programs,  there  is  so  much po l i t i cs  invo lved,  you  know.

You have the  change o f  admin is t ra t ions ,  and a l l  o f  a  sudden you s i t  there  le f t

ho ld ing  the  bag.  You have to  a lso  cons ider  tha t .  I  remember  when a  lo t  o f

these  th ings  came ou t ,  j t  mus t ' ve  been  dur ing  the  Johnson  admins i t ra t ion .

0h ,  some o f  them maybe dur ing  Kennedy 's ,  a round tha t  t ime in  there .  And we

cons jdered i f  f rom every  ang1e.  I  know a l l  d ioceses  d id ,  and some o f  them

cou ld  do ' i t  p robab ' l y ,  and tha t  was  f ine .  I  rnus t  admi t  tha t  we fe l t  tha t  we

were  no t  qu i te ,  we weren ' t  ready  fo r  i t .  Maybe someday we w ' i l l  be .  I  have

no  ob jec t ion  and  unders tand  the  p r inc ip le .  I 'm  a l l  fo r  i t .

What do you mean by not qui te ready for i t?

I  mean the  f inanc ia l  ob l iga t ions  and every th ing  tha t  a re  invo lved,  we were

not  qu i te  ready  fo r  tha t .

In  ta lk ing  about  the  Church 's  leadersh ip ,  I  wanted  to  ask  how you fee l  about

the  Catho l j cChurch 's  ro le  jn  the  Mex ican Amer ican cu l tu re?  What  par t  do  you

th ink  i t ' s  p layed?  Has  i t  he lped  ma in ta in  the  Mex ' i can  cu l tu re?
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SM:  t , r l e11 ,  I  th ' i nk  so ,  yeS.  I  th ink  i t  has .  Yes .

AR:  You rece ived an  honorary  award  by  the  Span ish  government  in  1957.

SM:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

AR:  For  work ing  preserv ing  the  Span ish  cu l tu re  in  the  Southwest .

SM:  Yeah,  tha t ' s  cor rec t .  Now I  d idn ' t  ask  fo r  tha t ,  Vou know.  Somebody go t

tha t  fo r  me.  They  though t ' i t  was  a  n ice  th ing  to  do .  0 f  course ,  the re ' re  a

lo t  o f  Span ish  p r ies ts  here  in the  d iocese- - f rom Spa in ,  I  mean.  Qu i te  a  num-

ber  o f 'em.  And  because  o f  the  fac t  tha t  the re  was . . .  The  Span ish  govern -

ment ,  you  know,  s t i l l  takes  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  p r ide  in  the  fac t  tha t  Span ish

is  spoken ' in  so  many  a reas  wh jch  they  s ta r ted ,you  see ,  the i r  own co lon iza t jon

programs or ig ina l l y .  So  tha t ' s  the  way they  fee l  about  tha t .  Now the ' in te r -

es t ing  th ing  abou t  tha t  i s ,  tha t  was ' in  the  t imes  o f  F ranco ,  Vou  know.  And

some people wrote me some very bad let ters about that ,  that  I  was accept ing

an honor  tha t  was  g iven by  a  government  tha t  was  led  by  a  d ic ta to r .  Wel l '  I

sure  never  thought  o f  tha t .  And I 'm sure  tha t  Franco had no t f i ' i ng  to  do  w i th

the  honor .  (  Chuck l  es)

What  were  the  programs tha tyou were  invo lved jn  tha t  led  to  the i r  g iv ing  you

the award?

Wel l ,  I  guess  i t  was  la rge ly  becauseo f the  re f ig ious  p rograms s ta r t ing  to

promote vocat ' ions f rom among our Mex' ican people here,  vocat jons for the

pr ies thood  and  a l l .  The  who le  th ing  in  genera l .  And  th js ,  ve ry  t rue ,  I ' ve

done tha t .

Have you seen a growth of  young people who have become interested in the

pr i  esthood?

By  a1 l  means .  0h ,  V€s .

There  hasn ' t  been a  dec l  i  ne?
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SM:  l r le11 ,  le t  me put  i t  th is  way- - there  has  been a  dec l ine  l i ke  everywhere  e lse .

We've  had the  prob lems.  Some o f  our  p r ies ts  have le f t  the  pr ies thood,  fo r

ins tance.  Now tha t ' s  happened here ,  i t ' s  happened a l l  over  the  wor ld .  As  a

mat te r  o f  fac t ,  Pope Pau l  re fe r red  to  tha t  one t ime in  one o f  h is  ta lks ,  I

remember.  I  have a copy of  i t  here.  And frequent ly,  whenever he tal  ked

about  tha t ,  he  ca l led  tha t  h is  Cnown o f  Thorns  tha t  th ' i s  was  happen ing .  Now

that had nothing to do with whether you were Mexican or American or German or

Ch inese or  what  you were ,  i t  was  jus t  someth ing  in t r jns ic  there  tha t  was

happen ing .  Yes ,  we 've  had  tha t  p rob lem.  Bu t  our  d iocese  now,  I  th ink '  has

more  na t ' i ve  Mex ican vocat ions  to  the  pr ies thood than any  o ther  d iocese inTexas .

AR:  l l l e l l ,  have you ac t ive ly  gone ou t  and encouraged th is?

S lv l :  I  have ac t ive ly  gone ou t .  I  don ' t  know whether  I  to ld  you th is  s to ry  o r  no t .

I  thought  we had ment ioned someth ing  be fore  about  tha t ,  about  ge t t ing  voca-

t ions  to  the  p r ies thood  f rom our  own Mex ican  peop le .  Usua l l yad iocese  shou ld

have the  vocat ions  tha t  come f rom wi th in  the  d iocese.  That ' s  the  f i rs t  du ty

o f  the  b ishop to  do .  And when I  came here ,  tha t  was  my f i rs t  task .  We had

very  few pr ies ts  here  when I  came.  And B ishop Mi randa,  who la te r  became the

Card ina l  o f  Mex ' i co - -he 's  now re t i red ,  he 's  qu i te  up  in  years - -he  used  to

come through here,  and he said to me one t ime, "How are you gonna get voca-

t ions  here  f rom the  Mex jcan peop le?"  I  sa id ,  " l l l e l l ,  I  have no  secre t  a t  a l l

except  tha t  I  th jnk  tha t  we / ihou lO/  look  a t  a  vocat ion  as  a  very  sp i r j tua l

th ing  and everybody is  equa l  and the  same.  You have no  ques t ions  asked,

what  na t jona l i t y  do  you be long to  o r  what  language do  you speak  or  what  co lo r

do  you have or  any th ' ing .  I l l e ' re  supposed to  ge t  vocat ions  f rom the  fam' i l ies

and the  peop ' le  who I  i  ve  i  n  our  d  jocese.  "

trn
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SM: So  I  t o l d  t he  B i shop  t he re  wou ld  be  no  d i s t i nc t i ons  made  o f  any  k i nd .  Th i s

I  f o l l owed  th rough  a l l  t he  way .  And  he  sa id  to  men  "And  you '11  be  success -

fu l .  "  And  mos t  o f  ou r  s tuden ts  now a re  s tuden ts  o f  Mex ican  pa ren tage .

From here in  El  Paso?

0h ,  yes .  1 ,1e11 ,  i n  t he  d j ocese .  No t  necessa r i l y  f r om the  c i t y ,  bu t  w j t h i n

the  d iocese .  And  tha t  has  g rown .  The re ' s  no  ques t fon  abou t  i t "  Bu t  t hen

o f  cou rse  w i t h  t h i s  k i nd  o f  a  cn i t i ca l  s i t ua t i on  i n  t he  Chu rch ,  we  a l so

su f fe red  f rom tha t .  Bu t  I  f o resee  i t ' s  gonna  work  ou t  ve ry  we l l .  I  t h ink

the re ' s  an  upsw ing  now .

Do you have any numbers as far  as how many Mexican Amer ican pr iests  that  you

have now?

Studen ts?  R igh t  now,  oh ,  I  mus t  have  ove r  20  anyway ,  I  t h ink ' i t  j s ,  t ha t

a re  ac tua l l y  work ing  now,  those  tha t  a re  ac tua l l y  work ing  a t  i t .  P robab ly

more .  Some have  l e f t .  Bu t  I  have  no  exac t  f i gu res  on  tha t  ava i l ab le  r i gh t

a t  t he  momen t .  Bu t  some have  l e f t ,  l i ke  they  d id  eve rywhere  i n  p laces .

Abou t  wha t  pe rcen tage  o f  a l l  t he  p r i es t s  i n  t he  a rea  a re  Mex ican  Amer j can?

At  th i s  t ime ,  oh ,  I  wou ld  say  p robab ly  10  pe rcen t ,  a t  l eas t .  The re  was  a

t ' ime  when  the re  were  ze ro .  Tha t  doesn ' t  l ook  l j ke  ve ry  much ,  bu t  when  you

look  a t  i t  t ha t  way ,  t ha t ' s  qu i t e  an  imp rovemen t .  I t ' s  a  s l ow  p rocess  t o  do

th i s ,  you  know.  I  r emember  one  o f  t he  men  he re  to ld  me  one  t ime ,  he  sa id ,

" l n lhen  you  ta l k  abou t  ge t t i ng  p r i es t s  fo r  a  d ' i ocese  and  ge t  t hem t ra ined  and

a l l ,  my  heavens ,  i t ' s  l j ke  p l an t i ng  a  t r ee .  You  have  t o  wa tch  i t  g row  up .

I t  t akes  so  l ong  t o  go  t h rough  a1 ' l  t he  van ious  s tages . "  And  t ha t ' s  t r ue .

And  I  s ta r ted  fnom ze ro  when  I  came.  The re  wasn ' t  any th ing ' l i ke  i t "

When  you  f i r s t  came to  E l  Paso ,  d id  you  pe rce i ve  a  genera l  a t t i t ude  among

Anglo Amer icans toward Mexjcan Amer icans as not  be ing capab' le  of  do ing
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academic  work ,  ho ld ing  pro fess iona l  jobs ,  advanc ing  economica l l y?

SM:  I  guess  I  met  some peop le  tha t thought  tha t .  They  d idn ' t  come r igh t  ou t  and

te l l  me;  they  wou ldn ' t  dare ,  you  know.  But  there  were  some who d id .  I  w i l l

g ive  you an  inc jdent  w i thout ,  aga in ,  ment ion ' ing  names,  tha t  g ' i ves  you an

idea o f  what  some peop le  were  th ink ing  about .  There  was a  lo t  o f  p re iud ice

here .  There 's  no  ques t ' i on  abou t  i t .  Very  shock ing  a t  t imes ,  and ' i t  came

f rom our  own Catho l i c  peop le ,  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t .  I  don ' t  know much  abou t

the  o ther  peop le  because they  d id  no t  en ter  in to  th is  ques t ion  here .  But  one

t ' ime a  man came to  me and he  sa id ,  "What  about  these Mex ican ch j ld ren  who

are  go ing  to  our  paroch ia l  schoo ls?"  And th is  k ' ind  o f  was  ra ther  s t range to

me.  I  sa id ,  "We1 l ,  wha t  abou t  i t? "  "We l l , "  he  sa id ,  "you  know,  we  have

l i ved  here  a  long  t ime. "  Now th fs  was  the  a t t i t ude  o f  a  lo t  o f  o ld - t imers .

"We have l ' i ved  here  a  long t ime and we know these peop le . "  That ' s  the  ex-

press ion  tha t  was  used.  In  the  meant ime,  I  must  say  my fever  was r i s ing  a

l ' i t t le  b i t ,  you  know,  when I  heard  a l l  tha t .  And I  sa id  to  h im,  "Now wa i t .

You  jus t ,  you  can ' t  have  tha t  k ind  o f  th ink ing .  The  ch i ld ren  o f  Mex ican

parents  a re  as  good in  the  paroch ia l  schoo l  as  yours  o r  anybody e lse 's .

Tha t ' s  the  way  i t ' s  gonna  be .  Now j f  you  don ' t  l j ke  tha t ,  Vou  jus t  go  and

lump i t . "  I  to ld  h im exac t l y  tha t .  And  then  la te r  I  ca l led  up  h is  par i sh

pr ies t  and  I  asked  h im,  I  sa id ,  "So  and  so  was  down here ,  te l l s  me th is .

I 'm amazed.  Do you know about  tha t?"  He sa id ,  "You know, I  sen t  h im down

purpose ly  so  he 'd  ge t  a  good  sco ld ing . "  (Laugh te r )

Now tha t  was  the  type  o f  th ink ing .  These are  t rue  s to r ies .  And I

be l ieve ,  yes ,  in  so  many Ang los  tha t  fee l ing  was there .  However ,  tha t  has

been overcome qu i te  a  lo t .  I 'm sure  i t  has .  0 therw ise  you wou ldn ' thave peop le

in  po l i t i ca l  jobs  and pro fess ions  as  we have now.  And one o f  the  persons

J '
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0M:  Rea l  1y?

SM:  0h ,  yes ;  they 've  to ld  me.

0M:  Recent ly?

5 J
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who k ind  o f  tu rned th ings  around po l i t i ca l l y  here  fo r  Mex ican peop ie  was

Raymond Tel l  es.

D id  you know Raynond Te l les  very  we l l?

Very  we11.  I  know h im very  we l l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  when Raymond Te l les

came back  f rom the  war ,  he  came to  see me.  I  th ink  he  was a  major  o r  l ieu-

tenant  co lone l .  He had qu i te  a  n jce  career  in  the  war .  And he  ta lked  about

the  l4ex ican  peop le  and  he  ta lked  abou t  po f i t i cs  and  so  on .  And  I  sa jd ,

"Sure ,  I  th ink  you  oug th  to  go  in to  po l i t i cs . "  I  sa id ,  "And  now js  the  t ime

to  do  i t .  You 've  come back  w j th  a  f ine  record  and every th ing .  You can show

yourse l f  to  the  pub1 ic , "  and  so  on .  He  sa id ,  "You  th jnk  I  ough t  to  run?"

I  sa id ,  "Yes  you  shou ld .  I  don ' t  know what  the  ou tcome w i l l  be ,  bu t  you

bet te r  t ry  i t . "  l , r le l l ,  he  ran  fo r  county  c le rk ,  I  be l ieve .  In  the  f i rs t

e lec t ion ,  he  won.  He  d idn ' t  w in  i t  by  ve ry  much ,  bu t  he  won i t .  And  f rom

there  on  h is  s tock  went  upr  |ou  sec .

Now tha t  vvas  one o f  the  f i rs t  o f  the  k ind  a t  tha t  t ime o f  the  young

Mex ican peop le  who came in to  p rominence.  And so  i t  was  in  many o ther  f ie lds .

So a  lo t  o f  tha t  I  th ' ink  has  been changed.  You may s t i l l  have a  few around

tha t  a re  mosbacks  you know.  And you can never  change a  mosback ,  i t ' l l

a lways  be  tha t ,  tha t  s t j l l  t h ink  a long  those  l i nes .  Yes ,  bu t  the re  was  th is

k ind  o f  an  an t i -Mex ican  a t t i u tde .  F rom what  I 'm  jus t  te l l i ng  you ,  tha t  i s

an  example .  And  na tu ra l l y  I  fough t  a l l  o f  tha t .  Th is  i s  no t . . . i us t  won ' t

happen.  Now there  were  somet jmes peop le  sa id ,  some Ang ' lo  Catho l i cs  sa id ,

"We l l ,  the  b ' i shop  cares  on ' l y  abou t  the  Mex jcans . "  (Chuck les )
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SM:  No ,  no .  Years  ago .

0 l " l :  Long t ime ago.

SM: Yes.  They never  to ld  me personal ly .  Nobody ever  would come to me and face

me w ' i t h  t hese  th ings ,  bu t  I  hea rd  them a l l .  0h ,  yes .  And  a l l  I  was  t r y ing

to  do  was  to  ba lance  th ings  and  do  wha t ' s  r i gh t .  God  knows  I  have  no th ing

aga ins t  any  Ang los .  I 'm  one  myse l f ,  ' i f  we  c l ass i f y  peop le  t ha t  way .  Bu t

t h ' i s  k j nd  o f  t h i ng ,  I  j u s t  don ' t  unde rs tand  t h i s ,  because  i t ' s  a l l  so  t e r r j -

b ' l y  sma l  l  and  so  unnecessa ry .  We l l  ,  j u s t  t o  pu t  i t  b l un t l y ,  i t ' s  ve r y  s tup id .

Bu t  t ha t ' s  t he  way  t he  wo r l d  i s .  So  I  t h i nk  on  t he  hous ing  t h i ng ,  I  w i sh

we  cou ld ' ve  done  be t te r .  Bu t  I  hope  now B ishop  F lo res  w i l l  be  ab le  to  ca r ry

on  some o f  t ha t .  The  d iocese  i s  i n  be t te r  shape  now,  too ,  f i nanc ia l l y .

AR:  I  wan ted  to  ask  you ,  weren ' t  you  one  o f  t he  founders  o r  t he  founder  o f  a

tr,A

SM:

AR:

SM:

semi nary?

Here?

I  thought  i t  was  somewhere  here  in  Texas .  I  can ' t  reca l l  the  name.

0h,  I  s ta r ted  St .  Char les  Seminary  here .  That ' s  on ' l y  a  h igh  schoo l  seminary .

Yes .  I  s ta r ted  tha t  p rec ise ly  to  ge t  vocat ions  f rom the  d iocese.  And the

s tudents  who are  there ,  they ' re  near ly  a ' I1 ,  near ' l y  a1 l  Mex jcan boys .

What  year  was th is  tha t  you  s ta r ted  i t?

Must 've  been about  the  ear ly  '60s .  l , l l e  bu i l t  tha t .  S t .  Char les  Seminary .

Do you know where i t i  s?

AR:  No ,  I  don ' t

SM:  You know where  St .  l4argare t ' s  i s ,  S t .  Margare t ' s  home?

AR:  Yes .

SM:  A l l  r i gh t .  Tha t  bu i ld ing  i s  r igh t  i n  w i th  tha t  g roup  o f  bu ' i ' l d ings  the re .

Tha t ' s  S t .  Char les  Seminary .



Metzger h r ,

0M: What part  of  town is that?

SM:  I t ' s  down- - -wha t  par t  o f  town do  you  ca l l  tha t?  You  go  down the  va11ey .

AR: The I ower va 1 
' l  
ey .

0M:  The lower  va11ey.

SM:  I t ' s  the  lower  va11ey ,  yes .  Yeah .  S t .  Margare t ' s  Home,  you  see ,  tha t  was

one  o f  the  f i r s t  th ings  I  bu i l t .  In  those  days  they  s t i l l  had  so-ca l led

orphanages.  These o f  course  are  ou tda ted  now.  But  we ' re  us ing  the  home,

St.  l4argaret 's Home. And i f  you want to know about that ,  go down and see

S is te r  A l i ce .  She  can  te l l  you  a l l  abou t  i t .

AR:  But  you he lped s ta r t  S t .  Margare t ' s  a lso?

SM:  Yes ,  I  s ta r ted  tha t ,  and I  s ta r ted  the  seminary .

0M:  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about  Sacred Hear t  Schoo l .  I  g raduated  f rom there ,  and

a few years  ago i t  was  c losed.  What  happened in  tha t  case?

I t  j us t  couJdn ' t  sw ing  i t  anymore ,  tha t  was  i t .  Jus t  s imp1y . . . fo r  one  th ing ,

Sacred Hear t  par ish  became a  lo t  smal le r .  A  lo t  o f  peop ' le  moved ou t .  I

th ink  the  t ime tha t  the  Chamiza l  dea l  was  go ing  on  and a l l  o f  tha t .  And i t

was  jus t  imposs ib le  to  keep i t  up .  That  was exac t ly  what  j t  i s .  I {e  kept  i t

up as 1 ong as we po ss i  b ' ly  coul  d .

When d id  i t  c lose?

I  don ' t  know.  Ca l l  Fa the r  Ga f fo rd ,  he  can  te11  you .

more  abou t  Sac red  Hear t  schoo l ,  ca l l  Fa the r  Ga f fo rd .

No ,  I  don ' t .

I f

Co

you want to know

you know him?

t ^ l e l ' l  ,  he ' s  t he  pas to r .  Fa the r  Bob  Ga f fo rd .  He ' s  an  E l  Paso  boy .  He ' s  a

Jesu j t .  And  Fa the r  Ga f fo rd ,  Ga f fo rd  j s  o f  cou rse  an  Ang lo  name,  bu t  h i s

mo the r  i s  l l ex i can ,  I 'm  su re .  He ' s  been  a  pas to r  t he re  l ong  t ' ime .  He  can

te11  you  more  abou t  t he  s j t ua t i on ,  t he  who le  ques t ' i on  o f  ou r  Mex ican  peop ' l e
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here,  probably  than any pr iest  around.  And in  fact ,  he has been my represen-

ta t i ve  fo r  many ,  many  th ings .  And  he  i s  a  so l i d  c i t i zen .  No  ques t i on  abou t

i t .  Been  he re  a  l ong  t ime .  Bu t  he  can  g i ve  you  t hose  da tes .  I 'm  no t  good

a t  da tes .  I  f o rge t  t he  da tes  soon  as  they ' re  ove r .  (Chuck les )

AR: I  wanted to  ask,  when was the f i rs t  t ime you heard the word Chicano?

SM:  When  was  the  f i r s t  t ime  I  hea rd  i t ?

AR: /_[et./

SM:  I  neve r  hea rd ' i t  anywhere  be fo re  I  came to  E l  Paso ,  and  I  was  he re  a  l ong

t ime before I  heard i t .  I t  was when that  movement  came here,  the Chicano

l4ovement .  I  remember some years,  when i t  was in  the papers.  I  never  heard

i t  be fore .  And I ' ve  asked some Deop le  about  th is .  And I  remember  there  was

an ar t i c le  in  the  Hera ld -Pos t  one t ime tha t  gave I  don ' t  know how many mean-

' ings  o f  the  word  Ch icano,  so  many senses  in  wh ich  i t  was  used.  Now I  know

one person here to ld me that they remembered that Chicano meant somebody

f rom Ch jhuahua.  Some Mex jcan peop le  who came f rom Ch jhuahua,  tha t  was  a  word

which  re fe r red  to  them.  They  were  Ch icanos .  Not  in  any  derogatory  sense a t

a l l .  So  I  have  a lways  fe l t  tha t  a  lo t  o f  tha t  came ou t  o f  the  s ta te  o f  Ca l i -

fo rn ' ia ,  tha t  type  o f  th ing- - the  po1 j t i ca l  par t  o f  j t - -and then ' i t  k ' ind  o f

spread.  t , r le  d ld  no t  have Ch icanos  here .  I  never  heard  the  word  Ch icano un t i l

t he  '60s ,  and  I  came here  in  ' 42 .

AR:  Do you th ink  tha t  th is  movement  has  he lped the  Mex ican Amer ican peop le  po l i -

t i ca l  l y  and  soc ' ia11y?

SM:  Yeah ,  I  th ink ' i t  has  in  some respec ts .  Yes ,  I  th ink  so .  Now somet imes  they

may no t  a lways  do  the  w ises t  th ings ,  bu t  I  th ink  they  have he lped.  I  wou ldn ' t

condemn anybody because he 's  a  Ch icano.  But  j t ' s  l i ke  a l l  the  o ther  movements .

You  f ind  some peop le  in  j t  tha t  a re  no t  exac t l y  su i tab le .  Tha t ' s  na tu ra l .
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But  the  purpose o f  the  Ch icano lv lovement  i s ,  I  th ink ,  very  good"  Now I  happen

to  know a lso  tha t  there ' re  many Mex ican peop le  here  in  E l  Paso who do  no t

want  to  be  c lassed as  Ch jcanos .  You probab ly  know tha t .  There ' re  p len ty  o f

'em.  So I  keep qu ie t  about  tha t .  (Laughter )

0M:  I t ' s  the  w ises t  th ing  to  do  somet imes .

SM:  I  have  no th ing  aga ins t  Ch icanos  a t  a l l .  Bu t  I  know I  have  been in  these

c i rc les  when some o f  th js  was d iscussed,  and they  sa ' id '  "0h ,  no ,  yg .  19 .qoy-

Ch icano por . ! td l ,  n4dg, .nadq_. "  Noth ing  do ing .  (Chuck les)  Then you be t te r

keep your  mouth  shut .

So these are  the  d ' i f fe rences  tha t  you  f jnd .  0n  the  o ther  hand,  I  th ink

i t ' s  more  among the  younger  peop le  tha t  the  movement ' i s ,  and even some o f  the

younger  ones  don ' t  wan t  i t .  They ' re  d iv jded  on  tha t  sub iec t .

AR:  Do you th jnk  maybe the  Ch ' i canos  may fee l  an  a l ienat ion  here  in  Amer icar  an

iso la t ion  f rom the  Amer ican cu l tu re?  Do you th ink  maybe tha t ' s  why  they

started this movement?

We11,  they  s ta r ted ' i t  bas ica l l y  because  they  fe l t  tha t  the  Mex ican  peop le  in

genera l  were  d jsc r im ina ted  aga ins t .  And tha t ' s  cor rec t ;  I  th ink  they  were .

I  th jnk I  ment ioned that before.  They were. And so they started then on

these  var ious  th ings  and  they  t r jed  to  ge t  the  po l i t i ca l  s ide  o f  i t  and  so  on .

Bu t  I  th ink  bas jca l l y  tha t  was  the  who le  th ing  tha t  jnsp i red  i t .  And  then

a long w i th  tha t  they  wanted  to  p reserve  the i r  own cu l tu re- -wh ich  is ,  na tura l ' l y ,

the  s tep  tha t  wou ld  fo l l ow log ica l l y  once  you  take  tha t  f i r s t  s tep .

You don ' t  th ink  they  ought  to  ass imi la te  in to  the  Amer ican cu l tu re  more  and

g ive  up  the i r  her i tage?

They  t ry  to  keep  the i r  cu l tu re ,  I  th ink .  Yes .  Now there  a re  some Ch icanos . . .

th ' i s  may be  the  bad fea t f re  o f  i t ,  tha t  they  do  no t  apprec ia te  o ther  cu l tu res .
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That  o f  course  isn ' t  qood.  And the  danger  o f  the  movement ,  o f  a l l  movements

l i ke  tha t ,  i s  the re  i s  so  much  po la r i za t ion .  You  po la r i ze  g roups  so  much '  the

f i rs t  th ing  you know you se t  g roups  aga ins t  g roups .  And tha t ' s  what  you have

to  watch .  There  may be  some tha t  a re  do ing  tha t  in  the  movement .  Yes ,  and I

know there 's  even some o f  the  c le rgy  ta lk  about  tha t .  There  was a  person I

know gave a  ta ' l k ,  no t  here  in  th is  c i ty .  h le11,  in  fac t ,  New l {ex ico  Sta te

Un ivers i ty .  And he  represented  New Mex ico .  And he  re fe r red  to  the  cor rup t

Ang lo  Church .  (Chuck les)  Now tha t ,  you  see,  i s  go ing  overboard .  He was

very  severe ly  c r i t ' i c i zed  fo r  i t .  I  go t  le t te rs  about  i t ,  and  I  to ld  them to

send them to  Archb ishop Sdnchez,  /becausdT he was no t  f rom my d iocese.  (Chuck les)

AR:  Do you have any  po l i t i ca l l y  rad ica l  p r ies ts  tha t  cons ider  themse lves  Ch icano in

the  E l  Paso d iocese?

S[ { :  Here? I  th ink  some are .  Yes ,  they ' re  Ch icanos ,  bu t  I  wou ld  say  modera te .  I

don ' t  know o f  anybody tha t ' s  rea l ' l y  rad ica l  ,  can ' t  th ink  o f  anyone.  Some o f

'em have a  reputa t ion  fo r  be ing  so  and some perhaps  are  qu i te  mis judged.  I

th ink  they  a re .  Non  I  have  no th ing  a t  a l l  aga ins t  the  movement  as  such  i f  i t ' s

conducted  proper ly .  Now there  are  th ings  tha t  fo r  ins tance are  sa id  on  these

d ' i f fe ren t  p rograms,  who have 'em on te lev is ion  and so  on .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  a re

fu r ious  about  those,  I  know tha t .  And some o f  the  l t4ex jcan peop l  e .

0M: Have they come to you about that?

SM:  0h ,  yeah,  they 've  to ld  me about  'em.  (Chuck les)  Sure ly  they  have.

0M:  "Az t l  Sn  S i  n  Fron teras .  "

SM:  Yeah ,  tha t ' s  one  o f  them;  yeah ,  I  th ink  so .  And  I  sa id ,  "We11,  I  don ' t  pa r t i -

cu la r l y  approve  o f  those  e i the r ,  bu t  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  go  ou t  and  te l l  ' em,

'Here ,  Vou cant  say  these th ings . '  Because then you ' re  in te r fe r ing  w i th  f reedom

of  speech  and  a l l  tha t  k ind  o f  th ing . "  I  sa id ,  " I  be l ieve  tha t  some o f  j t  i s
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not  the  r igh t  way  to  go  about  i t . "  You know,  i f  you  bu i ld  a  g rudge fo r  th ings

that have happened, God knows, a hundred years ago, and keep the grudge and

bu i ld ing  i t  up ,  you ' re  no t  bu i ld ' i ng  up  any  pos i t j ve  re la t ions  tha t  a re  good .

And tha t ' s  what  some unfor tunate ly  a re  do ing .  I t ' s  so  negat ive .  They  shou ld

t ry  to  bu i ld  good re ia t ions  w i th  the  Ang los  or  whoever  e lse  they  are .  That ' s

the  pos i t i ve  par t  o f  i t .  And tha t  may be  jn  some cases  where  the  movement  i s

a t  fau l t .  I  know I  have  met  ind iv idua ls  l i ke  tha t ,  tha t  ta l ked  a long  those

l ines ,  and i  thought  they  were  jus t  qu ' i te  wrong.  But  I  wou ldn ' t  say  tha t  about

the movement.

0h ,  I ' ve  had everybody here .  I ' ve  had the  Brown Bere ts  s i t t ing  r igh t

around here .

0M:  0h ,  rea l  l y?

SM:  0h ,  su re ly .

0M:  Can you te ' l1  us  about  tha t?

SM:  0h ,  no .  We l1 ,  they  d iscussed  a l l  the i r  p rob lems.  Sure ly .

0lu1: Why did they come to you?

SM:  They  wanted  adv ' i ce .  And somet imes,  o f  course ,  they  made requests  tha t  I

cou ldn ' t  g i ve 'em,  and  I  so  to ld  them.  I  sa jd ,  "Now 1ook ,  I 'm  gonna  be  very

hones t  w i th  you .  There 's  ce r ta in  th jngs  we jus t  can ' t  do . "

0M:  They  were  seek ing  adv ice  on  what?

SM:  0n  abou t  the  use  o f  bu i ld ings  and  a l l  th i s  t ype  o f  th jng ,  Church  bu i ' l d ings  pos-

s ib1y .  And then o f  course  they  had some o f  the  ins tances  o f  d ' i sc r im ina t ion  and

th ings  o f  tha t  type .  Some o f  i t  was . . . they  had a  very  good reason to  be  upset .

But now also you have to remember,  these are youngsters that  belong to

that.  And I  a ' lways have a great sympathy for  young peop' le.  They're gonna make

a lo t  o f  m is takes ,  bu t  tha t ' s  they  way they  learn .  And don ' t  condemn 'em
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ever  fo r  tha t .  I f  you  condemn rem,  you k i ' I1  the i r  in i t ia t i ve .  And so  when

these young fe l las  come here  and they . . . the  way they  ta1k ,  somet imes,  i f  you

wanted to  ge t  upset ,  you 'd  te11 'em to  ge t  ou t ,  you  know.  And you can ' t  do  tha t .

That ' s  the  way they  are .  And when they  
' leave,  

"Th is  i s  a l1  r igh t .  _E_$g "b jen . "

I  never  had  any  f igh ts  w i th  them.  Bu t  I  j us t  ve ry  n ice ly  to ld 'em,  Yeah '  they

wou ld  s ' i t  down here .  There  were  somet imes so  many o f  'em came they  d idn ' t  have

enough room jn that  p1ace. But I  never refused anybody that wanted to come

here- - inc lud in '  the  H is to ry  Depar tment .  (Laughter )

01t ' l :  We're very happy about that l

AR:  I  wanted  to  ask  you about  how you fee l  about  the  i11ega ' l  a l ien  s i tua t jon  r igh t

now.

SFI :  0h ,  dear ,  yes .  Tha t ' s  such  a  comp l j ca ted  th ing ,  and  I  i us t  have  no t  any  c lear

ideas  what  rea l l y  shou ld  be  done .  Th is  i s  a  ve ry  comp l i ca ted  th ing .  I ' ve

heard  so  many ang les .  0 f  course ,  the  Nat iona l  Conference o f  Catho l i c  B ishops

has made some recommendat ions  about  amnest ies  and a l l  tha t  type  o f  th ing .  Now

th is  i s  idea l l y  and  sp i r i tua l ' l y  the  pnoper  th ing  to  do .  There 's  no  doub t  abou t

i t .  Bu t  I  don ' t  know tha t  the  governments  w i l l  do  tha t .  And probab ly  no t .

But  tha t  i s  p robab ly  the  on ly  way f rom a  char i tab le  and sp ' i r i tua l  v iewpo in t

tha t  tha t  can  be  done.  I t  shou ld  be  done in  such a  way tha t  these fami l ies  tha t

are  to rn  apant  and a l l  o f  tha t - - tha t ' s  very  ser ious- - tha t  tha t  can  be  hand led  so

tha t  they  ge t  together .  That ' s  about  a l l  tha t  I  can  te l l  you .  Jus t  how,  I

don ' t  know.

0M:  0ver  the  years  have you encountered  any  par . t i cu la r  cases  w i th  fami l ies  who were

here  i11ega11y  tha t  wan ted  your  he lp?

SM:  l , Je l l ,  we have o f  course  Mr .  Ve la rde 's  o f f i ce  down there  tha t  hand les  tha t ,  so

I 'm no t  fami l i a r  w i th  the  de ta i l s .  Tha t  o f f i ce  i s  pu t  the re  by  the  b ishops  o f

60



Metzger

the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  And  C leo fas  Ca l l e ros  had  tha t  be fo re .  D id  you  know h im?

0M:  Yes ,  I  d i d .  I n  f ac t ,  I  i n t e r v i ewed  h im .

SM:  0h ,  we l1 ,  good .  0h ,  yes ,  now  the re ' s  a  cha rac te r ,  Vou  know .  Yesn  t h i s  t h i ng

has  been  go ing  on ,  t he re ' s  no  doub t  abou t  i t .  And  t hey  a t  t ha t  t ime  d idn ' t

t h i nk  o f  any  so lu t j on ,  as  f a r  as  I  cou ld  make  ou t ;  t hey  j us t  k i nd  o f  l e t  i t

go .  I t ' s  on l y  i n  t he  l as t  f ew  yea rs  o r  so  tha t  t hey ' re  t r y ' i ng  to  so l ve  the

6 l

prob' lems .

Bu t  i t ' s  so  comp l i ca ted .  We11,  they  do

But  rea ' |1y ,  in  a  lo t  o f  tha t  case,  i f  you  bo i

jn ,  i t ' s  a lmos t  a  law o f  na tu ra l  necess i t y  th

/6reak the lar^j7, I know they do.

down about  these a l iens  coming

t  they ' re  bowing  to ,  someth ing

s  i s . . .  l n lhen  you  pu t  peop le  inthey  rea11y  need.  And they ' re  jn  need and th f i

shou l  dn '  t  be ,  o f  course .

Bu t  I  have  heard  abou t  th i s  ques t ion ,  I  have  l i s tened  to  a l l  k jnds  o f

ta lks  and every th ing .  I  can  on ly  te11 you the  idea l  tha t  there  is ;  how they ' re

gonna do  i t ,  I  don ' t  know.  But  tha t  ques t ion  o f  the  fami l ies  tha t  a re  be ing

broken up ,  you  know what  I  mean.  That  does  happen.  And the  fami ly t  once you

s ta r t  foo l ing  a round  w j th  the  fami l y  and  b reak ing  i t  up ,  you ' re  in  t roub le .

But  you never  had any  dea l  ings  w i th  a  spec i f i c  fami ' l y  o f  i11ega1 a l  iens?

No,  no t  persona l ly .  I  a lways  d id  tha t  th rough the  Ut l .S .  Catho l ' i c  Conference7.

Somet imes they  wou ld  ask  me how to  hand le  a  th ing  or  so .  The fami l jes  them-

se lves ,  tha t  a l l  wen t  th rough  o f f i c ia l  channe ls .

l r lha t  about  in  the  schoo ls?  D id  you have k ids  f rom fami l ies  tha t  were  here

i 11ega11y  en ro ' l l ed  j n  Ca tho l i c  schoo l s?

S l ' 1 :  We  p robab ly  d id ,  we  p robab ' l y  d id .

0M:  D id  you  eve r  come ac ross  any  s j t ua t i on  o r  any  case  tha t  you  had  to  l ook  i n to?
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SM:  No ,  no t  pe rsona l l y .  Bu t  I  t h jnk  the re  were  p robab ly  some.

AR:  Do  they  a l l ow  the  ch i l d ren  to  s tay  i n  t he  schoo l?

SM:  I  don ' t  know wha t  t hey  do  now.  No ,  I  t h ink  p robab ly  no t .  Because  they  have

to  check  on  j t  t hen .  Tha t ' s  gove rned  by  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Educa t i on .  I f  you

wan t  t o ,  dny  i n fo rma t ion  abou t  t ha t ,  you  ca l l  S i s te r  C la r i ssa .  She  can  te l l

you .  She ' s  head  o f  t he  Depar tmen t  o f  Educa t i on .  l " l sg r .  l l acDona ld  used  to  be ,

bu t  she  now  i s .

AR:  I  wan ted  to  ask  you  some ques t i ons  abou t  you .  We hadn ' t  had  a  chance  to  touch

on  some o f  t hese  top i cs .  Have  you  eve r  done  o r  he ld  any  o the r  pos i t i on  w i th  a

p r i va te  bus jness  f i rm ,  o r  d id  you  have  any  o the r  k ind  o f  j ob  o the r  t han  w i th
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SM:

AR:

SM:

the  Church?

No.

You 've  a lways  been in  the  Church .

Except when I  was

schoo l  ,  bu t  tha t ' s

I  a l so  no t i ced  as

were the youngest

regent  o f  S t .  Mary 's  Un iver ! i t y  Law Schoo l .

a  Catho l i c  law schoo l .  No, j  I  never  had any

I  went  th rough look ing  fo r  in fo rmat ion  about

b ishop  in  the  U .S .  h ie ra rchy .

Tha t ' s  a  law

other  pos ' i t ' i on .

you that you

SM:  At  tha t  t ' ime.

AR: Did you feel  any special  need to prove yoursel f  because you were so young?

SM:  We11,  rea11y ,  i t  was  a  b j t  o f . . . I  was  a  b i t  f r i gh tened  when I  f i r s t  wen t  up

in to  ldash ing ton  to  the  b ishops 'meet ings  among a l l  tha t  g roup f rom a l l  over  the

Uni ted  Sta tes .  Rather  a  fo rmidab le  g roup o f  peop le ,  you  know.  But  yes ,  I  had

to ,  you  have to  k ind  o f  es tab l i sh  yourse l f .  They  expec t  you  rea11y to  de l i ver

the goods, as they say. But they were very f ine and very sympathet ' ic  to me at

a l l  t imes.  They  rea l l y  were .  Now the  b ishops  may d isagree on  a  lo t  o f  th ings

and so on, but there is a very f ine espl i t  .€.qg.Lp.:"  among them. There rea1ly
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is .  And  tha t ' s  a  k ind  o f ,  I  guess ,  a  loya l t y  by  the  fac t  tha t  they 'ne ,  we11 ,

bro ther  b ishops-  And we t ry  to  he lp  each o ther  as  much as  we poss ib ly  can.

l , .Je t ry to be char i table,  jn other words.

But  I  had no  prob lems w i th  tha t  ques t ion  o f  you th .  I  can  te ' I1  you a  very

funny story about that .  ln lhen I  was gett ing ready for my consecrat ion,  ord ' ina-

t ion  as  a  b ishop ,  we  a l l  have  a  re t rea t  be fo re ' i t .  And  be ing  in  San  An ton io ,

I  went  ou t  to  Our  Lady  o f  the  Lake Co l lege;  they  had a  lo t  o f  room out  there .

And one day  I  was  wa lk ing  down the  cor r idor ,  and a long came a  very  pont i f i ca l -

look ing  gent leman ( i f  you  know what  I  mean by  tha t ) ,  a  mons ignor .  I  was

never  a  mons ignor  in  my  f i fe ,  I  sk jpped  tha t .  Bu t  a t  any  ra te ,  he  saw me,  and

I  was  dressed jus t  in  b lack .  You know,  I  wore  a  b lack  cassock .  And he  was

very  cur ious  and he  wanted  to  know,  he  sa id ,  "Are  you on  the  facu l ty  here?"

"No,  t to ,  I 'm  no t  on  the  facu ' l t y . "  " I  haven ' t  seen  you  be fo re . "  "No ,  I  guess

no t . "  And  so ,  we l l ,  he  go t  so  b loomin 'cu r ious  and  f ina l l y  I  to ld  h im,  I  sa id ,

" l ^Je l l ,1ook ,  I 'm  ge t t ing  ready  to  rece ive  consecra t ion  as  a  b ishop  nex t  Wednes-

day . "  r r0h r  I '  he  sa id .  He  looked  a t  me,  he  sa id ,  "Yes ,  I  read  abou t  tha t . "  He

sa ' id ,  " l r le l  I  ,  i t  lookes  I  i  ke  the  Pope robbed the  c rad l  e .  "  (Laughter )  Now there

I  was  pay ing . . . I  was  pay ' ing  the  p r i ce  o f  be ing  young .  And  I  sa id ,  "We11,  never

mind ,  mons ignor .  You  know,  the re 's  an  o ld  ax ' iom in  the  o ld  Roman law,  in  the

Canon Law,  tha t  ma l i ce  makes  up  fo r  age . "  (Laugh te r )  Bu t  I  d idn ' t  have  to  do

tha t  w i th  the  b ishops  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  They  accepted

fac t  tha t  I  was  appo ' in ted ,  tha t  was  enough.

very  we11 .  The

I

me

So ,  yes ,  I  f e l t  i t ,  t hough .  I  f e l t  i t  was

I  had  neve r  done  be fo re .  You  ge t  a  1a rge ,  much

and  th ink  abou t  t he  Church  a t  l a rge .

hlere you ready forit?

such  a  d i f f e ren t  waY,  and  th ings

b roader  v iewpo in t  abou t  t h ings ,
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SM: l , .Jas I  ready? I  don' t  th ink I  was. But I  had to get ready, as they say, PDQ.

AR: l r lhy was i t  that  you weren' t  a monsignor before you became a bishop?

SM:  We l l ,  the  mons ignor  i s . . . tha t ' s  an  honor  tha t  you  ge t  fo r  p r ies ts ,  the  b ishop

gets  i t  fon  pr ies ts  who have done exce l len t  work  and so  on .  But  the  archb ' i shop

thought  I  was  too  young.  But  what  happened was. . .he  to ld  me tha t  h imse l f .  Le t

me see,  th is  was in  October  and I  was  appo in ted  the  fo l low ing  Chr is tmas to  be-

come a  b ishop.  And he  sa ' id ,  "You know,  I  pu t  in  your  name to  be  a  mons ignor

and I  go t  tha t ,  and then I  wro te  back  to  the  apos to l i c  de legate  and to ld  h im. "

He rea l l y  d idn ' t  th ink  i t  was  necessary  to  do  i t  because th is  was in  the  books .

So tha t ' s  the  reason.

AR:  In  look ing  back  in  your  serv jce  to  the  Church ,  what 's  the  b igges t  boo-boo you

thi  nk you ever made?

SM: tt jhat?

AR:  Boo-boo.  Are  you fami l ia r  w j th  what  tha t  means? The b igges t  mis take?

SM:  0h ,  the  boo-boos l  (Laugh te r )  Wet1 ,  now,  le t  me see .  There ' re  qu j te  a  number

o f  those ,  i t ' s  ha rd  to  te l I I  (Laugh te r )  On ,  dear  me.  Yes ,  I ' ve  de f in ' i t e1y

made mis takes ,  we a1 l  do .  Somet ' imes I  don ' t  know whether  I  wou ld  change po l i -

c ies  aga in ,  genera l l y .  I  th ink  I  was  p re t t y  much  in  the  r igh t  d i rec t ion .  Bu t

I  have made mis takes  somet jmes in  mjs judg ing  peop le .  You have to  be  very  care-

fu l  o f  tha t ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  beg inn ing .  You 've  go t  to  ge t  a  lo t  o f  exper ience

to  do  tha t .  And as  a  resu l t ,  as  I  went  a ' long  I  became very  caut ious ,  wh ' i ch  I

am. But some of those th ' ings have happened to me, and I  used to say to myse' l f

la te r  on ,  "Wel l ,  i f  I  had  to  do  tha t  over  aga in ,  why  was I  so  s tup ' id  to  do  i t

tha t  way?"  Tha t ' s  human,  Vou  know.  Bu t  I  don ' t  know tha t  I . . . I  haven ' t  made

any major  mis takes  tha t  wou ld  wreck  the  Church ,  you  know.  (Chuck les)  Hasn ' t

gone tha t  fa r .  However  in  Rome,  the  au thor i t ies ,  a l l  the  repor ts  I  go t ,  they
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seemed to  be  very  h igh ly  p leased.  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the  le t te r  tha t  I  go t

when I  celebrated my go' lden jubi lee here a few years ago, I  got  that  f rom Pope

Pau l .  I t ' s  rea l l y . . . I  l ooked  a t  tha t  and  I  wasn ' t  su re  whe ther  he  rea l l y  knew

me. And he spoke about the work towards helping the workers and the poor and

al  I  of  that ,  you know.

AR:  I  no t iced  tha t  one o f  the  t j t les  tha t  you  had was Ass is tan t  a t  the  Pont i f i ca l

Throne under  Pope Pau l .

Yeah .

Was tha t  jus t  a  t i t l e  o r  was  i t . . .

Tha t  i s  a  t i t l e . . . l e t  me pu t  i t  th i s  way .  I  suppose  they  make  a  p r ies t  a  mon-

s ignor ,  no t  necessar i l y  a  b ishop.  But  the  Ass is tan t  fo  the  Pont ' i f i ca l  Throne

they  genera l l y  g ive  you when you ' re  25  years  a  b ishop,  p rov ided you have done

reasonab ly  we11 .  (Chuck les )  So  tha t  was  i t .

I  asked youwhat yourbiggest boo-boo was. How about .your greatest  accomp"l ishment?

Vle l l ,  now,  tha t ' s  someth ing  e1se.  /_ !aus . {  About  what  wou ld  I  cons  jder  the

greates t  th ing  tha t  I  had to  do ,  na tura ' l1y  I  cons ider  tha t  f rom the  v ' iewpo in t

o f  a  b ishop ,  o f  a  Ca tho l i c  b ' i shop .  And  I  th jnk  the  g rea tes t  th jng  tha t  I  have

at tempted,  and have to  some ex ten t  succeeded,  i s  t ry ing  to  bu j ld  up  a  na t ' i ve

c le rgy ,  and a lso  the  organ iza t ion  o f  the  1a i ty .  I  have spent  a  g rea t  dea ' l  o f

t ime to  o rgan ize  the  Catho l i c  1a i ty .  l , r |e  have a  Counc i l  o f  Catho l i c  La i ty  and

a l  I  o f  tha t .

I  don' t  know whether you read about j t  or  not .  l le had the Congress, vve

ca l l  i t .  And  a t  tha t  t ime  we sen t  ou t  30 ,000  ques t ionna j res  to  a l l  the  Ca tho l i c

peop le  in  the  d iocese,  ask ing  them what  they  thought  was needed in  the  d ' iocese.

What  were  we no t  do ing  tha t  shou ld  be  done? 0r  d id  they  th ink  th is  wasn ' t  done

r igh t?  They  cou ld  say  any th ing  they  wanted  to .  0 f  course ,  no t  deny  the  Tr in i ty ,
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you unders tand.  But  we go t  about  
. l5 ,000 

rep l ies  on  tha t .  And i t  took  about

two,  th ree  years  to  ge t  a l l  tha t  th ing  bo i led  down.  But  ou t  o f  tha t  came what

we have now,  we ca l l  i t  the  Counc i l  o f  the  La i ty .  And we have a  Pas tora l  Coun-

c i l  o f  Lay  Peop le  a lso  w ' i th  p r ies ts  in  i t .  And  the  Counc i l  o f  the  La i t y  i s  one

o f  my . . . I  w i l l  pu t  i t  th i s  way ,  one  o f  my  pe t  o rgan iza t ions .  And  tha t  means

tha t  the  1ay  peop le  a re  tak ' ing  ac t ive  in te res t  in  the  Church  in  every  way- - ' in

consu l ta t ion  and in  recommendat ' ion  and he lp ing  make dec is ions  and a l l  tha t .

And  tha t ' s  wha t  we ' re  bu i ld ing  up .  Those  two  th ings  I  wou ld  sd ! , then . -bu i ld ing

up  a  na t ' i ve  c le rgy  and  bu i ld ing  up  our  Ca tho l i c  la i t y  as  members  o f  the  Church .

0M:  Th is  la i ty  o rgan iza t ion ,  when was tha t  pu t  together?

SM:  f , le l l ,  tha t  was  about  1974,  the  la tes t .  However ,  we had the  nuc leus  or  the

foundat ion  fo r  a  lo t  o f  those th ings .  We a lways  had what  we ca l led  the  Counc i l

o f  Catho l i c  Women and a  Counc ' i l  o f  Catho l ' i c  Men and a l l  o f  tha t .  And o f  course

we had the  Catho l i c  Youth  0rgan iza t ion ,  too- - the  CYO.  I  w i l l  a lways  work  hard

on those th ings  over  the  years  because I  saw a lways  the  need o f  the  1ay  peop le .

A f te r  a l l ,  they ' re  the  Chunch .  I f  the re 's  no  peop le ,  you  go t  no  Church .  And

I  th ink  tha t  we la id  the  foundat ion  pre t ty  we l l .  So  when we had our  Congress

to  be  ongan ized,  as  we ca l l  i t ,  tha t  worked ou t  very  we11.

Now I  ca l l  th is  a  congress ,and I  was  on ly  fo l low ing  ou t  the  Canon Law.

Every  10  years  o r  so  jn  a  d iocese ,  a  b ishop  i s  supposed  to  ca l l  wha t  he  ca l l s

a  synod.  We11,  I  pu t  tha t  in  a l l  the  modern  ways  in  accordance w i th  the  th ink-

ing  o f  the  Va t i can  Counc j l .  And  we d idn ' t  ca l l  i t  synod .  Nobody  unders tands

the  word ,  VoU know,  except  ecc les jas t i cs .  And so  we ca l led  i t  a  congress ,  D io -

cesan Congress ,  so  tha t  everybody wou ld  unders tand.  That ' s  what  tha t  was ,

rea l ' l y .  And the  ou tcome o f  i t  was  th is  Counc i l  o f  the  La i ty .  We have a  d ioce-

san meet ' ing every year,  we have qui te a board and they represent i t  f rom al l
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over  the  d iocese.  The board  meets ,  oh ,  maybe thnee months  or  so .  And somet imes

i f  someth ing  c r i t i ca l  came up,  they  wou ld  meet .  And I  th ink  i t ' s  worked ou t

very  we l l .  Theyrve  been a  t remendous he lp  to  me.  And th is  i s  no t  an  easy  iob

to  do ,  I  can  te l l  you .  You  have  to  nurse  tha t  k jnd  o f  a  th ing  a long  l i ke  a

baby.  You go t ta  have pa t ience.  And when you dea l  w i th  o rgan iza t ions ,  somet imes

they  look  l i ke  they ' re  jus t  abou t  fa l l i ng  apar t .  Then  a l l  o f  a  sudden  they  pu11

together  aga in .  And tha t  they  have done very  we11.  I 'm very  p roud o f  tha t

o rgan iza t ion .  And  I  know tha t  we ' re  the  on ly  one  in  Texas  tha t  has  one  l i ke  i t .

AR:  0h ,  i s  tha t  r i gh t?

SM:  That 's  r igh t .  The o thers  have counc i l s  o f  men,  they  have counc j l s  o f  women,  and

they  have  a l l  th i s  t ype  o f  th ing ,  bu t  no t  l i ke  we  have  i t - - the  who le  la i t y  pu t

together ,  men and women and youth  and a l l .  That ' s  what  I  was  shoot ing  fo r .

And  I  th ink  we  have  succeeded  in  do ing  tha t .  B jshop  F lo res  I  th ink ,  h imse l f ,

has  sa id  tha t  to  somebody .  He  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  know you  had  th is . "  He  sa id ,

"Nobody has  tha t  a round.  "

014:  Where  d id  you ge t  the  idea?

SM:  I  go t  i t  fnom. . .we  ta lked  abou t  i t ,  some o f  the  p r ies ts .  We ta lked  abou t  wha t

we shou ld  do ,  and they  ment ioned tha t .

014:  Had you seen any th ing  l i ke  tha t  ' i n  opera t ion  anywhere  e lse?

SM:  No,  I  haven ' t .  [nJe  d ' id  i t  ourse lves  ou t  here .  Out  here  in  the  deser t ,  the

mounta ins ,  where  we can  s i t  and  th ink  and  look  a t  God 's  b lue  sky  ins tead  o f  the

bad c l  ouds .

AR:  They  d idn ' t  p resent  th is  jdea a t  the  Vat ican  I I  Counc ' i1?

Sl4 :  No,  the  Vat jcan  I I  wants  th is  type  o f  o rgan iza t ion .  I t  came out  o f  tha t ,

rea11y ,  t r y ing  to  fo l ' l ow the  th ink ing  o f  the  Va t i can  I I .  0h ,  V€S.  And  there

were  some peop le  who wnote  me le t te rs ,  some o f  our  Catho l i c  peop le .  In  fac tn
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SM:

OM:

St i :

they  wro te 'em to  Rome.  They  gave me the  le t te rs  la te r .  They  sa id  tha t  I  was

rea l l y  renounc ing  my au thor i ty ,  abd ica t ing  my au thon i ty ,  by  le t t ing  the  1ay

peop le  do  a l l  these th ings .  Yes .  They ' re  very  conserva t ive  peop le ,  you  know,

some o f  them are .  And they  cou ldn ' t  unders tand tha t ,  tha t  th is  was go ing  on .

And I  know one person wro te  and he  sa jd  I rd  abd ica ted  my au thor i ty .  And when

I went to Rome one t jme they gave me those let ters.  They paid no at tent ' ion to

j t ,  o f  counse .  Bu t  they  sa id ,  "Don ' t  ever  use  the  le t te rs . "  I  never  wou ld ,

o f  course .  These  peop le  tha t  wro te 'em don ' t  even  know tha t  I  have 'em.  They

a lso  wro te  to  Rome abou t  Farah ,  too ,  many  o f 'em d id .

And you have a  s tack  o f  le t te rs  about  Farah?

0h ,  I  des t royed  'em.  There 's  on ' l y  one  I  e t te r  tha t  I ' ve  kep t .  I  th ink  I  s t  j  1 l

have  i t .

Can you te11 us  about  i t?

Yeah.  I  th ink  i t ' s  very  funny .  I t  was  wr i t ten  by  a  lady  who is  a  soc ia l  worker .

She had a degree in social  service and so on, and she worked, you know, for

l , r le l fa re ,  Human Wel fa re  and a l l  tha t .  Th is  was addressed to  Pope Pau l .  She sent

me a copy of  i t ,  you see. And then she went on to te l l  the Pope how my stand

was d isgrac ing  the  Church .  And so  I  read th rouqh tha t .  To  make a  long s to ry

shor t ,  I  kep t  i t  fo r  th is  reason:  a t  the  end o f  the  le t te r  was  a  punch l ine .

She sa id ,  "Ho1y Father ,  what  a re  you gonna do  w i th  a  b ishop l i ke  tha t?"  And

I  though t  tha t  was  i t1  I  th ' i nk  tha t ' s  rea l l y  funny .  (Chuck les )

You were  a  hope less  case.

Hope less l  (Laughter )  Sure ly ,  she  thought  I  was l  l . i l any  o ther  peop le  d id ,  I

guess .  Some s t i l l  do .  Bu t  i t  d idn ' t  bo ther  Pope  Pau1 .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t '

I  go t  lo ts  o f  recommendat ions  fo r  what  I  d id  f rom Pope Pau l .  0h ,  tha t ' s  the

one let ter  that  I  kept,  the others I  destroyed. They were bad. They were
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b ' i t te r ,  and you don '  t  keep those th ' ings  .

0M:  D id  you ever  ge t  le t te rs  w i th  p ro fan i ty  in  them?

SM:  No,  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  I  d id .  Rea l  p ro fan i t y ,  no .

0l" l :  Were peopl  e general  ly  respectful  ,  proper?

Sl ' l :  Genera l l y ,  oh ,  yes .  The le t te rs  tha t  were  wr i t ten ,  as  we wou ld  pu t  i t  in

Amer ican  s lang ,  they  were  cuss jn '  the  he l l  ou t  o f  me,  bu t  they  d id  i t  j n  a

ra ther  n ice  way .  (Laugh te r )  They  d idn ' t  ca l l  me an  S0B o r  any th ing  l i ke

tha t ,  o r  use  any  o f  those  th ings  and  so  on .  No ,  no t  tha t .  I  don ' t  th ink  I

ever  go t  one l j ke  tha t .  I f  I  d id ,  I  p robab ' l y  to re  i t  up  and fo rgo t  j t .

AR:  Now tha t  you 've  re t i red ,  does  th is  mean tha t  you  can no  longer  ho ld  a  h igher

o f f i ce  in  the  Church?

SM:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .  When you  re t i re ,  tha t ' s  where  you  s tay .

AR:  Had you ever  asp i red  to  be  more  than a  b ishop?

SM:  No,  pure ly  d idn ' t .  Had  no  idea  I  wan ted  to .

0M:  Do you g ive  up  your  t i t le  o f  b ishop when you re t i re?

SM:  0h ,  no .

0M:  l ^ le  can s t i l l  address  you as  B ishop?

SM:  0h ,  I 'm  a  b ishop .  You ' re  a  b ishop  fo rever .

014:  So i t ' s  p roper  to  address  you as  B ' i shop.

SM:  0h ,  yeah,  the  on ly  way.  Now here  is  what  they  pu t  in  the  paper .  I  th r 'nk

somet imes they  pu t  in  the  " fo rmer  b ishopr "  o r  somebody pu t  in  " the  ex-b ishop. "

My  God,  I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  d ivo rce ,you  know.  So  and  so 's  ex -husband .  l {e11 ,  peop le

don ' t  know tha t .  Bu t  the  proper  way tha t  tha t  i s  done,  the  way ' i s  to  wr i te

B ishop  and  Emer i tus .  Cou ld  pu t  a  "d "  in  the  f ron t  o f  i t  i f  t hey  want  to - -

the  Demer i tus .  (Laughter )  But  I  know tha t  some peop le  saw tha t  in  the  paper .

I t rea l l y  d idn ' t  bo ther  me,  bu t  somebody  sa id ,  "Now,  tha t  i sn ' t  r i gh t . "  h le11 ,
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I  sa id ,  "Go ahead  and  te l1  ' em,  I  don ' t  ca re . "

Yeah,  bu t  some peop le  have asked me,  some o f  our

a ' lady  asked me in  Cruces  the  o ther  day ,  one o f  these

there. She sa i d, "&, _Ergsl sncjg , .!oqaYl-q- es -o_[ j_lP9-,

ve ry  good ,  s imp le  peop le '

good  f v lex i can  l ad ies  up

i ve rdad? "  I  sa i d ,  "Yeah . "

"S f  .  Tha t '  sThen she  sa id ,  " I  w i1 I  ca11  you  b ishop ,  ob ispo- ,  cqJno ,U!qs . "

r igh t . "  That  way  you can unders tand tha t .  I  don ' t  expec t  peop ' le  to  unders tand

those  th ings ,  i t ' s  k ind  o f  a  techn ica l  th ing .

l , r le l l ,  you  know,  as  fa r  as  asp i r ing  to  any th ing  h ' igher  i s  concerned '  a f te r

a l l ,  the  Pope 's  rea l l y  a  b ishop  you  know.  He 's  the  B ' i shop  o f  Rome.  And  there

isn ' t  any th ing  in  the  sacramenta l  o rders  tha t  you  can ge t  tha t ' s  h igher  than tha t .

The  o ther  th ings  a re  jus t  t i t l es .  As  fa r  as  be ing  a  b ishop  i s  concerned ,  we ' re

a l l  the  same.  Once we have rece ived the  orders ,  tha t  i s  the  ord ' ina t ion .  No, I

rea l l y  d idn ' t . . . I  was  never  in te res ted  jn  tha t .

AR:  You had your  hands  fu l l  here .

SM:  I  su re  d id ,  tha t ' s  exac t l y  r igh t i  I  hadn ' t  t ime  to  th ' i nk  o f  i t .  And  when I  came

here  and  I  saw how d i f f i cu l t  i t  was ,  I  sa id ,  "We1 l ,  f i ne .  I f  th i s  i s  wha t  God

wants  me to  do ,  I 'm no t  ask ' ing  fo r  any  change. "  0 r  ask  to  be  promoted or  demoted

or  any th ing .  I  jus t  s tayed pu t .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  what  God wanted  me to  do ,  and

tha t ' s  wha t  I  d id .

0M: Did you ever hope to get t ransferred elsewhere?

SM:  No.

0M: You were happy here?

SM:  I  was .  One t ime,  oh ,  I  was  gonna be  an  archb ' i shop in  San Anton io  and I  ius t  was

. . . th is  was jus t  a  lo t  o f  goss ip ,  Vou know.  But  tha t  was  when the  See o f  Los

Ange les  was vacant ,  and they  sa id  tha t  Archb ishop Lucey  was go ' ing  to  Los  Ange les

and  I  was  supposed  to  go  to  San  An ton io .  I  rea l l y  wasn ' t  too  happy  abou t ' i t .  I
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d idn ' t  say  any th i ng  t o  anybody ,  bu t  t hank  God  i t  d i dn ' t  happen .  (Chuck les )  0h ,

I  wou ld ' ve  gone  back  home rea11y ,  i n  a  way .  Bu t  I  was  j us t  a t  t ha t  t ime  ge t t i ng

th ings  s ta r ted .  So  tha t  happened  th i s  way ,  t hen - - tha t  A rchb ishop  Mc ln ty re  came

f rom New York  and  became the  a rchb ishop  o f  Los  Ange les ,  and  A rchb ishop  Lucey

s tayed  i n  San  An ton io ,  and  I  s tayed  he re .  And  tha t  i s  okay  w i th  me .

I  read  tha t  you  l i ke  to  go  i ncogn i to  somet imes  and  go  to  some o f  t he  l oca l  ba rs

and  l i s t en  t o  some  o f  t he  l oca l  t a l en t .

SM:  l , . l e l ' l  ,  ho ,  t ha t ' s  r ea l1y . . . no .  Tha t ' s  qu i t e  an  exagge ra t i on .

AR :  I s  i t ?

SM:  Yeah .  I  don ' t  go  t o  any  l oca l  ba rs  eve r .  Bu t  I  have  gone  when  I ' ve  t r ave l l ed .

And I  th ' ink the reason for  that  was that  one n ight  we were dr iv ing back f rom

San ta  Fe  to  E l  Paso ,  and  i t  was  l a te .  0h ,  j t  was  a f te r  m idn igh t ,  and  had  d r i ven

a l l  t ha t  d i s tance .  I  t h ' i nk  tha t  was  w i th  Fa the r  l o ladden .  And  I  sa id ,  "Gosh ,can

we  ge t  a  co ld  d r i nk  o r  someth ing  somewhere?"  Eve ry th ing  was  c losed  excep t  one

p lace  l ooked  l i ke  a  k ind  o f  a  j o in t ,  you  know.  And  he  sa ' i d ,  " l r ' l e l l , l ook  a t  a l l

t he  roughnecks  i n  t he re . "  " l de11 r "  I  sa i d ,  " 1e t ' s  go  i n ,  t hey  don ' t  know  who  I

am. "  And  we  d id .  Bu t  i f  anybody  has  t he  i dea  t ha t  I 'm  v i s i t i ng  ba rs  j ncogn i t o ,

a round  he re  I  can ' t  go  i ncogn i t o .

I  was  wonder jng  when  I  read  j t  wha t  you  d id .

No ,  no .  Tha t ' s  a l t oge the r  w rong .  I  wou ldn ' t  be  tha t  s tup id .  P re tend  tha t  I

want  to  go somewhere here in  El  Paso and not  be known? No.  So,  no.  But  that

has  happened .  I ' ve  gone  t ha t  way  i f  I  t r ave l ,  su re .  The re ' r e  a  l o t  o f  t imes .

Bu t  we  s topped  tha t  n igh t .  Th i s  was  a  s topove r  fo r  t he  t ruck  d r i ve rs ,  Vou

know.  They  were  no t  bad  peop ' l e ,  bu t  i t ' s  k i nd  o f  a  rough  ou t f j t .  And  i f  you

l i s t en  t o  t he  l  i ngo  t he re ,  i t  wasn ' t  exac t l y  wha t  you  read  i n  t he  B ib l e l

(  Laugh te r )
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0M: Not exact ' ly-

SM:  But ,  we l l ,  j t  was ,  I  wou ld  say ,  very  p ic tu resque.  But  I  don ' t  /3o  to  loca l

bar. t / .  Yeah, Father l ' ladden enioyed that.  He said,  " I f  these guys only knew

who you were . "  I  ta lked  to  them jus t  n ice ly .  They  d idn ' t  ask  me any  ques-

t jons .  They  d idn ' t  te l  I  me I  d idn ' t  f i t '  e i the r .  (Laugh te r )  No ,  somebody

wro te  tha t .  You  know,  when  you ' re  in  pub l i c  l i f e  a  long ,  long  t ime there ' re

a  lo t  o f  l egends  a r i se  abou t  a  person .

0l t1:  What other legends are there about you?

SM:  I  don ' t  know,  bu t  tha t ' s  one  o f  theml

01.1:  I  jot ted down some things as you were talk ing,  and I  want to come back to

some o f  these th ings .  I 'm cur ious  about  how the  Depress ion  a f fec ted  you

perscna l  1y .

SM:  You mean back  in  the  '30s?

0M:  Back  in  the  '30s .

S lv l :  l ^Je l l ,  i t  d idn ' t  a f fec t  me persona l ly  a  g rea t  dea l  .  0 f  course  a t  tha t  t ' ime I

was teach ing  in  the  seminary .  But  we rea l i zed  there  was a  Depress ion .  And

i t  was  hard  to  keep th ings  go ing  and we t r ied  to  l im i t  th ings  as  much as  we

poss ib ly  cou1d .  Bu t  i  d jdn ' t  su f fe r  on  accoun t  o f  i t .  I  d jdn ' t  rea l l y  need

very much. Al l  I  needed was shel ter  and enough to eat.  I  never had to

starve, I  want you to know that.  But I  remember the Depression very wel l

f rom San Anton jo ,  and a l l  the  prob ' lems tha t  peop le  faced and peop le  ou t  o f

work .  That  way,  yes ,  we were  concerned,  o f  course .  But  I  had no  persona l

hardsh ip  on  accoun t  o f  i t .

0M:  What  about  the  seminary  i t se l f?

SM:  l ^ le l l ,  the  seminary ,  yes .  We had to  cu t  down.  h je  had a  cer ta in  budget  tha t

was ass igned by  the  arch ' iocese.  But  we go t  by .  Yeah.  The Depress ion  was a
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very ,  very  ser ious  th ing .  One o f  the  bad th ings  about  i t  a t  tha t  t ime,  there

were some persons I  knew commit ted suic ide on account of  i t .  Now they had

made ' inves tments ,  p robab ly  in  the  s tock  marke t ' i n  one  th ing  o r  ano ther .  And

you know o f  course  tha t  th ing  tha t  we read about  today  even,  the  B lack  Fr iday ,

when the stock market crasbed, there were so many people that  lost  money at

that  t ime. And that of  course hurt  everybody. I  knew several  men very wel l

who comm' i t ted  su ic ide  on  account  o f  tha t .  I t  was  a  sad,  sad t ime.  And then

of  course  the  one who sor t  o f  gave new hope,  tha t ' s  when FDR came on the  scene.

And there 's  no  ques t ' ion  about  j t ,  he  d id  magn ' i f j cen t ly  in  many,  many ways .

0M:  In  San Anton ' io  there  v ' las  a  s t r i ke  back  in  the  '30s ,  pecan she l le rs .  Do you

remember that?

SM:  Yes ,  yes ,  I  sure ly  do ,  yes .  Yes ,  I  knew some o f  them.

0M:  What  do  you remember  about  tha t  s t r i ke ,  and d id  you have any  persona l  invo lve-

ment  in  i t?

SM:  No,  I  had no  rea l  persona l  invo lvement  in  i t  a t  tha t  t ime.  I t  was  a  ques t ion

o f  wages ,  rea11y ,  tha t ' s  wha t  i t  was .  And  a l  so  co l lec t i ve  barga in ing , rea l l y ,

tha t ' s  what  i t  was .  I t ' s  the  bas ' i c  th ' ing  tha t  happens in  the  prob lems o f

labor .  Yes ,  the  pecan  she l le rs ,  tha t  was  qu i te  a  s t r i ke  fo r  a  wh i le .  I

don ' t  reca l l  anymore  how i t  a l l  tu rned ou t .  I  th ink  f ina l l y  they  go t  some

re l ie f .  Yes ,  I  remember  tha t  very  we11.  I  knew some o f  the  pecan she l le rs

and the  peop le .  A  lo t  o f  Mex ' i can  fami l ies  /wer - f  invo lved tha t  l i ved  ou t  on

what  we ca l l  the  west  s ide  in  San Anton io .  Many o f  them used to  go  to  San

Fernando Cathedra l  and a l l  o f  tha t .  That ' s  how I  knew a  lo t  o f  peop le .

0M:  Do you remember  jdent i f y ing  w i th  the  asp i ra t ions  o f  those peop ' le ,  e rnpath iz ing

wi th them?
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They knew tha t ,  yes .  I 'm sure  they  d id .  I  was  no t  a  pub l ' i c  f igure  or  any-

th ing ,  o r  o f f i c ia l ,  bu t  a  number  o f 'em I  knew I  was  k ind  o f . . .we l1 ,  you

know,  I  was  ius t  k ind  o f  s ta r t ing  ou t  a t  tha t  t ime,  I  had to  ge t  my fee t  wet .

And then la te r  on  I  go t  in to  th ings  more .

Cou ld  you te l l  us  about  cond i t ions  in  the  l . lex ican  Amer ican communi ty  o f  San

Anton io  dur ing  the '30s?

SM:  Yes .  I  can ' t  te l ' l  you  many grea t  de ta i l s  tha t  I  remember ,  bu t  I  th ' ink  j t

was  very  bad,  rea l ]y  bad.  I t  was  bad on  account  o f  the ]ow wages and every -

th ing ,  and  the  hor r ib le  hous ing  and  a l l  tha t  t ype  o f  th ing .  I t  was  rea l

pover ty -s t r i ken .  There 's  no  doubt  about  i t .  And I  th ink  g radua l ly  they

have be t te red  tha t  now,  I 'm pre t ty  sure .  But  j t  was  no t  good.

0t t ' f :  Now when you came to El  Paso in 1942, these condj t ions ' in South El  Paso, how

did they str i  ke you?

sM:  They  were  pre t ty  bad here ,  too .  we1 ' l  ,  rea l1y ,  i t  d idn ' t  s t r j ke  me as  any-

th ing  new because I  had seen so  much o f  i t  in  San Anton io .  And f rom tha t

v iewpo ' in t  i t  d idn ' t  shock  me anymore  because  I  had  a l ready  seen ' i t .  Bu t  I

knew tha t  i t  was  very  bad.  Thank God a t  leas t  someth jng  has  been t r ied .  I

th ink  i t  has  improved some.

0F l :  What  about  cond i t ions  jn  Judrez? When was the  f i rs t  t ime tha t  you  c rossed

in to  Judrez?

Tha t  I  don ' t  r emember .  [ r l e11 ,  I  wen t  ove r  one  t ime  w i th  Card ina l  Spe11man ,

you  know,  and  I  wasn ' t  he re  ve ry  1ong .  I  d idn ' t  go  to  Jud rez  ve ry  o f ten .

You  mus t  remember  th i s :  i n  t he  beg inn ing  o f  my  ca ree r  he re  as  the  b i shop  I

went  out  to  beg most  of  the t ime jn  order  to  pay debts and everyth ing that

the  d iocese  had .  And  so  I  spen t  a  good  pa r t  o f  my  t ime  in  ch i cago ,  f o r  i n -

s tance ,  and  o the r  p l aces ;  New Yo rk  and  a l l  o f  t ha t .  So  I  d ' i dn ' t  have  t ime
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to  go  to  Judrez .  I  don ' t  remember ,  I  must ' ve  been here  qu i te  a  long t ime

before  I  went  over .  0h ,  once in  a  wh i1e ,  maybe.  I  don ' t  remember  too  much

about  i t .  F rank ly ,  I  wasn l t  i n te res ted .

014:  We1 ' l  ,  one  o f  the  th ings  tha t  shocks  a  lo t  o f  peop" le  i s  the  pover ty  tha t  i s

over  there- -see ing  peop le  begg ing  on  the  s t ree ts  and k jds  runn ing  around

hust l  i  ng ,  a l  I  k i  nds  o f  th i  ngs  .

Sl4: 0h , yes .

0M:  I  was  wonder ing  what  your  f i rs t  impress ions  o f  tha t  migh t ' ve  been.

SM:  We l l ,  I  was  no t  too  su rp r i sed .  Shock ing  i t  a1 ' l  j s ,  ' i ndeed .  Bu t  i t  wasn ' t

any  g rea t  su rp r i se .  We d idn ' t  have  i t  qu i te  tha t  bad  on  th js  s ide .  Bu t

heavens above,  d  lo t  o f  th ings  had to  be  done here .  Yeah,  I  don ' t  know.  Is

Judrez  be t te r  now,  you th ink?  A l l  these o ther  th ings  tha t  have come' in ,

peop le  have  come in ,  so  many  o f 'em.  Tha t  makes  i t  worse , I  th ink .

0M:  Yes , ' l a rge-sca le  m ig ra t ion .  I t  rea l l y  has  c rea ted  a  lo t  o f  soc ia l  p rob lems

a l l  a round the  c i ty ,  I ^ lha t  about  re la t ions  be tween the  Church  on  th is  s ide

of  the  border  and the  Church  on  the  o ther  s ide?

SM:  l l l e11 ,  we 've  had good re la t ' ions ,  I  wou ld  say .  Now o f  course ,  there  is  a  d i f -

fe rence o f  approach,  you know,  in  methods ' in  one th ' ing  or  another .  And

there ' re  a  lo t  o f  th ings  fo r  ins tance in  Judrez  tha t  they  wou ld  do  there  tha t

wou ldn ' t  work  ou t  too  we l l  i n  here .  Bu t  bas ica l l y  i t ' s  the  same.  I 'm  sure

now B ishop F lo res  is  in te res ted  in  a  lo t  o f  the  l ' l ex ican  prob len is ,  too ,  and

he probab ly  w i '11  have c loser  re la t ions  w i th  B ishop Ta lamds.  He expressed

tha t  des i re  tha t  he  wou ld  l i ke  to  know h im bet te r .  Bu t  we 've  had no  ser ious

probi  ems.

0M:  What 's  the  d i f fe rence in  to ta l  membersh ip?

Sl t l :  0h ,  heavens above,  they  must  have a  ha l f  a  mi l l ion  peop le  near ly  in  tha t
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area  tha t  a re  i n  t he  d iocese .  And  I

50  p r i es t s -  Now he re  we  have  abou t  a

God knows we have about  a l  I  together

d i  f ference?

01 , ' l :  I t ' s  qu i te  a  d j f f e rence .

SM:  0h , yes .  And  I ' ve  hea rd  t ha t  a l l  a l on

Ta lam6s ;when  he  f i r s t  came he  ta l ked

you  a re  ask ing  now.  He  sa id  how many

sa id ,  "Us ted  es  r i co . "

they have rnore than about

a  m i l l i on  Ca tho ' l i c s ,  and

,  a l l  o f  ' em .  You  see  t he

eca l l  one  t ime  t ha t  B i shop

d to h ' im he asked me what

d  I  have ,and  I  t o l d  h im .  He
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0M:  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about  your  own fee l ings  regard ing  recent  changes tha t

have come about  in  the  Church- - the  changes in  the  Mass ,  fo r  example ,  and

groups  tha t  have come about  jn  the  Church .  What 's  th ' i s  g roup tha t  I  was

th i  nk j  ng  about?

SM: Archbishop Lefebre? Lefebre,  the t radi t jonal is- ts? They want the Lat in l . ' lass

and  the  o l  d .

OM: R igh t ,  r i gh t .  Tha t  i s  par t  o f  i t .  Bu t  i  was  th ink ing  o f  a  g roup  here  loca l -

l y ,  tha t ' s  no t  on ' l y  a  loca l  g roup .  Bu t  wha t ' s  the  name o f  th i s  g roup?

The Char jsmat ics .  And groups  o f  tha t  type .

0h ,yes ,  the  Char ismat ics .  Yes ,  tha t  ' i s  a  movement .  l l j e l l ,  th is  o f  course

goes way,  way  back  to  the  o ld - t ime char ismat ic  movement  in  the  c lass ica l

sense. Now what were they? That was a sect ,  a Protestant fa i th.  Now, then,

char i smat i cs  in  the  Ca tho l i c  sense ,  in  the  sense  o f  the  Church ,  then ,k ind  o f

s ta r ted  a f te r  the  counc ' i l  d id .  Th is  i s  in  j t se l f  a  good movement .  Many peo-

p1e don ' t  l j ke  i t .  However ,  we do  no t  condemn i t ;  I  wou ld  no t  condemn i t  by

any  means.  Now I  am not  a  Char ismat ic .  I  want  to  te l l  you  tha t  r igh t  o f f .
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h lha t  does  i t  invo lve  exac t ly?

I t  means they have their  own way of  praying, i t 's  a very emot iona' l  type of

th ing. And of  course what they concentrate on is that  everything depends on

the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t ,  you  see .  Wh ich  o f  course  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  gu ides  the  Church ,

Our  Lord  sa id  tha t .  Th is  par t ' s  a l l  r igh t .  l l ow,  what  they  have to  do  is

take  a l l  the  o ther  th ings  in  the  Church ,  too ,  and no t  concent ra te  on  one

th ing  and  leave  the  o thers  ou t .  There  j s  a  lo t  o f  the  emot jona l i sm in  i t .

I f  one  i sn ' t  accus tomed to  i t ,  i t  cou ' ld  be  a lmos t . . . some p r ies ts  I ' ve  heard

descr ibe  i t ,  they  say  i t  cou ld  be  a  Ho ly  Ro l le r  meet ing ,  you  know,  th is  type

of  th is  emot iona l  th ing .  Now I  wou ldn ' t  say  tha t ,  bu t  I  know there  is  tha t

char ismat jc ,  tha t  emot iona l  th ing  in  i t .  And there 's  some very  emminent

peop ' le  who be long to  i t .  One o f  the  leaders  jn  the  Church  in  tha t  i s  the

card ina l  o f  Be lg ium,  Card ina l  Suenens.  But  they  have tha t  way  o f  p ra ' i s ing

and ,  "Pra ise  the  Lord l "  and  a l I  th i s  t ype  o f  th ing .  Now,  I 'm  no t  tha t

emot iona l ,  you  see.

There 's  one  th ing  abou t  emot iona l i sm:  i f  your  re l ig ion  depends  on  emo-

t iona l i sm and the  emot jons  d ie  down,  Vou h i t  rock  bo t tom.  I t  has ,  howver ,

i ts good points.  Not everybody should jo in the Char ismat ic l . ' lovement.  Some

peop ' le  wou ldn ' t  f i t .  Bu t  some i t  he lps  a  g rea t  dea l .

0M:  I t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  pe rsona l i t y .

SM:  Cor rec t .  A  grea t  dea l .  And a  mat te r  o f  ba lance.  And some peop le  a re  harmed

by i t ,  I  th ink .  They  jus t  shou ld  never  have jo ' ined .  Not  everyone shou ld .

But Pope Pau' l  acknowledged the Char jsmat ics as a movement.  The fact  that

they prayed so much, th is he praised very much. And they do. 0f  course they
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make th ings  very  1ong,  and they  have sess ions  fo r  th ree ,  four  hours  and th ' ings

l i ke  tha t -  [ r l e11 ,  I 'm  no t  tha t  p ious ,  I  can ' t  p ray  tha t  long .  (Chuck ' les )

But  tha t ' s  the  way they  do  these th ings .  I t  appea ls  to  cer ta ' in  peop le .  And

I 've  been th rough i t .  And I  say ,  "F ine ,  you  have a  per fec t  r igh t .  You can

pray any way you want to as long as you pray r ight ."

I  th ' ink  Hecton  Bencomo was invo lved in  i t .

Yeah ,  Hec to r  i s ,  I  th ink ,  su re ly .  And  he 's  a  good  man.  They  know tha t ,

they  know tha t  I 'm  no t  a  Char j smat i c .  I  hones t ' l y  to ld  ' em so .  I  wasn ' t

pu l l i ng  any  punches  abou t  i t .  I  sa id ,  "We11,  I  w i l l  never  jo in  th i s , "  a f te r

my long years  as  a  p r ies t  and every th ' ing  and so  on .  Th ' i s  i s  a  movement  and

. /_T ! f ,  has  i t s  mer i t s ,  bu t  I  j us t  cou ldn ' t . . . i t ' s  too  no isy  fo rme and  every -

th ing  e lse .  And i t  does  a  lo t  o f  good to  those peop le .  And i t  b r ings  them

closer  to  God,  to  our  Lord ;  tha t ' s  the  impor tan t  th ing .

What  about  the  changes i  n  the  l ' l ass ,  the  I  anguage i  ssue?

We1 ' l ,now,  I  m igh t  te11 you tha t  be fore  the  Vat ican  Counc i l  s ta r ted ,  there

was a  k jnd  o f  a  movement  in  the  Church  to  have the  vernacu la r ,  as  they  sa id ,

for  the Mass. I  never cared much about i t  ' in those days at  a1' l  .  But when I

go t  to  the  Vat jcan  Counc i l  and there  were  21000 b ishops  vo t ing  and they  made

ta lks  about  these th ings ,  then you ge t  a  v iew o f  the  who le  genera l  church  in

the  wor ld .  And the  bas ic  jdea was tha t  th is  vvas  par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  [1ass

such as  we rea l l y  never  had.  Th ' i s  i s  qu i te  t rue .  And I  vo ted  fo r  the  verna-

cu la r .  Now I  knew tha t  to  me persona l ly  th is  was a  grea t  inconven ience.

Because af ter  I  had been say' ing Mass and in Lat in a certain way when ever

s ' ince I  was ordained for 35 years or so at  that  t ' ime, and then to change to

the  new th ing ,  th is  was very  inconven ien t .  Bu t  these are  th ings  we have to

do fo r  the  genera l  good.  Now,  o f  course ,  I  don ' t  m ind  anymore  a t  a l l .

01,1:
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This  house r igh t  across  the  s t ree t  here , there 's  an  e lder iy  lady  l i ved

there ,  Mrs .  Fre imouth-  And she 's  passed away s ince .  She was qu i te  cohsarVd-

t i ve ,  she  was a  conver t ,  a  member  o f  the  Cathedra l  par ish .  But  she used to

come over  here  and v is i t  Guss i€ ,  f iV  housekeeper ,  very  o f ten .  But  she came

hereoneday a f te r  tha t  and she was so  upset  by  th is .  She sa id ,  "What  am I

gonna  do?  I  don ' t  know what  to  do . "  A  lo t  o f  peop le  were  l i ke  tha t .  I t

took  a  lo t  o f  i ns t ruc t ion  f i r s t  i n  o rder  to  make 'em ge t  used  to  i t .  Perhaps

in  some cases  the  pr ies t  d idn ' t  ins t ruc t  them su f f i c ' ien t ' l y  and i t  was  th rown

at 'em so  qu ick ly .  Tha t  may 've  been  a  m is take  in  some cases .  Bu t  anyway ,  I

had  qu i te  a  long  ta lk  w i th  her ,  and  I  to ld  her  as  I  saw ' i t .  And  I  sa id ,  "Now

don ' t  j us t  pu t  j t  as ide  and  say ,  'No ,  I  don ' t  wan t  i t l  G ive  i t  a  t r y .  And

I  th ink  tha t  you  w i l l  f i nd  tha t  you '11  ge t  a long  a l l  r i gh t . "  And  she  went

to l t lass at  the Cathedral  every Sunday, and she came back about a year later

and  she  was  qu i te  p leased  w j th  i t .

Now there  is  no  ques t jon  about  j t ,  th js  has  made peop ' le  par t i c ' ipa te  more

in  the  Mass .  There 's  no  doub t  abou t  i t .  And  tha t ' s  wha t  i t  shou ld  be .  So

I  th ink  tha t  was  a  very  good th ing .  Now there  are  a lways  peop le  who do  no t

take change. Some people never do. And so you have, therefore,  a group

wi th in  the  Church  tha t  want  the  t t lass  the  way i t  was  a lways  sa id  in  the  las t

300 years s ince the Counci l  of  Trent and al l  that .  l ' le have some of those

here  in  the  c i ty .  They  come here  and they  say  the  Mass ,  as  they  ca l l  i t ,

the  Tr ident ' ine  Mass .  That  means the  Mass  as  j t  was  pu t  in  o rder  by  the

Counc ' i l  o f  T ren t .  Be for le  tha t  Mass  had been sa id  a l l  over  the  wor ld  fo r

cen tu r jes  and  cen tu r ies .  Bu t  a t  tha t  t ime  the  Pope  was  P ius  V ;  Sa in t  P ius  V ,

he  was la te r  canon ized.  He go t  a l l  these th ings  together  and coord ina ted  i t

tha t  way .  And th is  i s  v , iha t  those peop le  want .  And then some o f  them sa id
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l tnaf l  now the present Pope had no author i ty to change what the other Pope

did.  And the reason they say that is because in the document that  they read,

they have a certain form, and they say, " for  the perpetual  memory of  th i rgs,"

and so  on ,  "we decree th js  and tha t  and tha t . "  And they  there fore  th jnk

tha t  one Pope pu ts  an  ob l iga t ion  on  another .  No Pope pu ts  an  ob l iga t ion  on

another  Pope.  They  a1 l  have to  fo l low the  same doc t r ine ,  o f  course ,  Th is

i s  no t  a  mat te r  o f  doc t r ine  rea ' |1y ,  i t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  d i sc ip l ine  and  so  on .

And the  l4ass  rea l l y  i s  no t  changed;  the  na ture  o f  the  l '1ass ,  the  essence o f

i t  i s  no t  changed one b i t .  Bu t  you  know,  some peop le  donr t  ge t  tha t  th rough

the i r  nood l  es .  That ' s  where  the  prob l  em j  s .

And no ,  I  am not  a t  a l l  unhappy w i th  tha t .  Now maybe in  some cases  some

peop le  /J re  unhappy/ .  Some peop le  ge t  very  upset  w i th  the  gu ' i ta r  masses .

0M:  Yes ,  I  was  gonna ask  you about  them.

SM:  l , r l e l ' l ,  I 'm  no t  rea11y  upse t  w i th  gu i ta r  masses .  I  rea l l y  love  very  f i ne

mus ' i c  and  have  a  cho i r  and  a l l  these  th ings .  And  a l l  tha t ' s  ve ry  good .  Bu t

gu i ta r  masses  have the i r  own mer i t ,  and usua l ly  those are  the  young peop le

and they love this very much. They want to do i t .  And ' i f  they want to do

i t  fo r  the  Lord ,  why  no t?  I  may no t  l i ke  some o f  the  mus ic  they  p lay ,  bu t

tha t ' s  okay .  That  doesn ' t  concern  me too  bad.  /_ f ' i l  i us t  g lad  when they ' re

th rough  w i th  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  th ing  (chuck les ) ,  and  you  fo rge t  i t .  Bu t  I

be l ieve  rea l l y  tha t  th is  has  done a  t remendous lo t  o f  good and so  on .  0h ,

I  go t  a l l  k inds  o f  le t te rs  about  the  gu i ta r  masses .

Pro and con?

The  l e t t e r s  I  go t  we re  con ,  I rm  a f ra ' i d ,  mos t  o f ' em ,when  t hey  f i r s t  s t a r t ed

tha t .

I  t h ' i nk  tha t  was  a  b ig  shock  fo r  a  l o t  o f  peop le .

BO
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Sl ,1 :  Yeah,  j t  was  a  b ig  shock ,  and they  sa id  they  d fdn ' t  have the  reverence anymore

and  a l l  tha t  t ype  o f  th ing  and  so  on .  And ,  we l1 ,  these  th ings  a1 ' l  have  to  take

the j r  rou te  and seek  the i r  leve l ,  and you jus t  have to  be  pa t ien t  and wear  i t

ou t .  And  th is  i s  wha t  Pope  Pau l  d id .  Tha t ' s  one  o f  h i s  g rea tnesses ,  the  t re -

mendous pa t ience he  had.  Now he go t  those reac t ions  f rom the  Church  th rough-

ou t  on  many  th ings  he  d id  and  so  on .  Bu t  look  a t  a l l  the  th ings  tha t  he  faced .

And Pope Pau l  rea11y  had a  very  f ine  mind ,  beaut j fu l  m ind .  And he  had a  wor ld

v iew o f  th ings  and  how a l l  th i s  had  to  g radua l l y  seek  i t s  own leve l .  In  the

nean t ime,  he  was  r id ing  the  c res t  and  he  go t  a1 l  k inds  o f  b r j ck  ba ts .  (Chuck les )

AR:  In  ta lk ing  about  chang ' ing  sent iments ,  I  have read in  the  pas t  tha t  many young

Catho l i cs  have le f t  the  Church  because o f  the  Church 's  s tand on  the  Equa l

R igh ts  Amendment  and on  the  abor t ion  issue.  How do you fee l  about  the  Equa l

R' ights Amendment?

SM:  l . l e l l ,  I  donr t  know.  R igh t  now I 'm  very  much  doub t fu l  abou t ' i t ,  f rank ly .  I

th ink  the re  ough t  to  be  equa l  r i gh ts .  h lhe ther  i t  shou ld  be  th is  par t i cu la r

amendment  o r  no t . . .  I t  i s  a  very  cont rovers ia l  th ' ing .

Are you fami l iar  wj th what the amendment says?

Yeah,  I ' ve  read  some o f  i t ,  and  God,  I ' ve  go t  a l l  these  peop ' le  come up  here ,

women come upr our own women who are against  i t  and those who are for  i t  and

a l l  o f  tha t .  t , . le  hear  a l l  s ides  o f  i t .  I  donr t  know whether  a l l  these th ings

tha t  a re  sa jd  wou ld  rea l l y  happen .  They  p red ic t  a l l  k inds  o f  d i sas te rous

s i tua t jons .  Bu t  I  don ' t  know,  th i s  i s  so  po1  i t i ca l ,  ve ry  po l i t i ca l .  Tha t ' s

what  i t  has  become.  But  there  ought  to  be  more  equa l i t y ,  there 's  no  ques t ion

about  tha t .  ldhe ther  th js  i s  the  bes t  way  to  do  i t ,  the  way tha t ' s  worded,  I

don ' t  know.  Some o f  the  lawyers ,  cons t i tu t iona l  lawyers ,  SdV i t  wou ldn ' t  be

good.  And aga in  o thers  say ,  we l l ,  f lo ,  they  see no  prob lem wi th  i t .  So  I

8 l



It'letzger

rea1 ly  have no t  gone ou t  on  a  l imb to  make any  pubf ic  s ta tement  on  tha t .  There

is  a  d iv is ion  o f  op in ion  among our  Catho l i c  women about  tha t ,  qu ' i te .  Some are

very  much fo r i t  and some are  aga ins t  i t .  They  way i t  looks  r igh t  now,  I  doubt

tha t  they '11  ge t  i t  th rough.  And I  don ' t  know what  happened,  bu t  someth ing

happened.  Look ,  they  go t  so  many s ta tes  to  ra t i f y  tha t ,  and gogh,  a l ' l  o f  a

sudden i t  s topped.

AR:  I  had read tha t  the  Catho l j c  Church  was cont r ibu t ing  qu i te  a  b i f  o f  money to

the  an t i -Equa1 R igh ts  Amendment  g roups ;  and tha t  these women,  t l le  p ro-EM

women,  a re  b laming the  Catho l i c  Chunch fo r  jn te r fe r ing  and propagand iz ing  i t .

S t { :  I  don ' t  know.  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  co r rec t .  I  don ' t  th ink  the  Catho l i c

Church  wou ld  g ive  any th ing ,  any  money fo r  th is .  I  doubt  tha t  very  much.  I

know I ' ve  never  been asked fo r  any .  I ' l ha t  I  mean by  tha t  i s ,  tha t  i f  there

is  a  movement  o f ,  th j s  k ind ,  they  usua l l y  ask  a  d iocese ,  don ' t  you  see?  No,  I

th ink  tha t ' s  exaggera ted .

AR: Does the Cathol ' ic  Church g' ive any money towards the ant i -abort ion movement?

SM:  For  the  an t i -abor t ' ion  movement ,  yes .  Now tha t  i s  a  s t r i c t l y  mora l  ' i ssue.

Tha t ' s  an  en t i re1y  d ' i f fe ren t  ca tegory .  Yeah ,  tha t ' s  r igh t ,  i t  i s .  Tha t ' s  no t

anymore  po l i t i ca l ,  tha t  was  a  very  ser ious  s i tua t ion  when tha t  th ing  happened.

I t  was  un fo r tuna te ,  I  th ink .  Now i t ' s  a  ques t ion  o f  bas ica l l y  whe ther  abor t ion

is  murder  o r  no t ,  w i l l  t hey  be  tak ' i ng  a  human l j f e .  Tha t ' s  wha t  i t  a l l  res ts  on .

AR:  And  you  donr t  th ink  the  Church  w i l l  change  j t ' s  s tand?

SM:  The Church  w i l l  never  change tha t ,  no .  0h ,  never ,  never ,  never .  That  was  one

of  the  th ' ings  tha t  shocked me in  our  modern  day .  I  never  thought  we wou ld  have

th ' i s  k ' ind  o f  s i tua t ' ion  jn  our  count ry ,  and tha t  o f  a l l  peop le  the  Supreme Cour t

wou ld  do  th i s  t ype  o f  t h ing .

So  you  don r t  t h ink  i t ' s  t he  woman 's  r i gh t  t o  de te rm ine  whe the r  o r  no t  she  wan ts
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to carry the baby?

SM:  No ,  she  has  an  ob l i ga t i on .  You  mean  to  des t roy  the  baby?

AR: f"t,J

SM:  No .  Now,  t he re ' s  a  ques t i on .  You ' r e  t ak i ng  a  human  l i f e?  Yes?  De f i n i t e l y  no t .

AR:  Even  i n  the  case  o f  raPe?

SM:  Now i n  t he  case  o f  r ape . . .  Qnce  t he re  has  been  concep t i on ,  t hen  i t  i s  a  f i v i ng

th i ng ,  t he  o rgan i sm i s .  You ' r e  neve r  a l l owed  t o  t ake  t ha t  d i r ec t l y ,  a  human

l i f e .  Bu t  I  be l ' i eve  wha t  t hey  have  done  f requen t l y  i n  case  o f  rape ,  t hey  have

performed I  th ink what they used to cal l  a .  Namely,  they would

scrape the  womb because the  concept ion  takes  p lace  on ly  a f te r  a  cer ta in  t ime '

and they  do  tha t  immedia te ly .  la le11,  tha t ' s  okay .  But  aga in ,  Vou do  no t  des t roy

a  human be ing .

AR:  Wel l ,  th is  leads  me to  ask  then about  cont racept ion .  l ' t l i l l  the  Church  change

i ts  s tand on  cont racept ion?

SM:  No .  No ,  I  don ' t  th ' i nk  so .  Now Pope Pau l  go t  an  awfu l  l o t  o f  s ta t i c  on  tha t .

That  i s ,  now,  a r t ' i f i c ia l  b ' i r th  cont ro l  ,  as  they  ca l l  i t ,  use  o f  con t racept ives .

And he, however,  took the stand that the Church had always taken. And you know,

one thing you have to remember is that  famous let ter  that  they cal l  Humanae

Vj tae ' in  wh ich  the re 's  th i s  one  l i t t l e  i tem.  Tha t ' s  the  th ing  tha t  peop le

a ' lways  p ick  ou t .  Th is  i s  a  le t te r  on  the  va lue  o f  human l i fe .  You have to

s tudy  the  who le  th ing ,  fo r  tha t  mat te r .  And tha t ' s  gonna be  a  g rea t  document

someday.  And i t  i s  t rue .  He sa id  there ,  V€s ,  he  took  the  t rad i t iona l  s tand

that we had. And I  know that he has been very bi t ter ly at tacked, he has been

at tacked by  Catho f ic  peop le ,  by  p r ies ts ,  some o f  them ( l  don ' t  know o f  any

b ishop a t tacked h jm) ,  and they  had a  so-ca l led  commj t tee  and a l l  tha t  type  o f

th ing .  Bu t  you  know,  the re  i s  an  e lement in  the  Church  tha t  peop le  don ' t  ever

U J
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rea l i ze  tha t  we  be l ieve  jn  w i th  fa i th ;  the re  i s  someth ing  l i ke  d iv ine  gu idance .

You can cal l  a commit tee together,  a whole bunch of  guys, and they tel1 you

th is  and  te11  you  tha t .  There  i s  a lso  the  gu idance  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t ,  wha t

' i s  r igh t .  And when the  Pope teaches  tha t  w i th  tha t  au thor i ty ,  he  has  gu idance.

Now a l l  I  know about  Pope Pau l  / i -V*  what  he  persona l ly  sa id  about  i t  one

t ' ime.  A  f r iend  o f  mine  who is  a  b ishop in  the  Church  has  been in  Rome'  and

when he issued tha t  le t te r ,  why  the  theo log ians  rose  up  and every th fng  e lse

about  i t ,  some 300 theo log ians  and so  on .  And when th ' i s  b jshop came to  see

Pope Pau1 ,  he  sa id ,  "You  know,  I 'm  so  sor ry  abou t  a l l  th i s '  bu t  I  p rayed  and

every th ing  e1se .  I  d id  wha t  I  though t  was  the  r igh t  th ing  to  do . "  He  sa id ,

" l  rea l  i ze  th is  ' i s  a  hardsh ' ip . "  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  i f  you  read the  who le

le t te r ,  there 's  a  lo t  o f  sympathy  and compass jon  in  tha t  le t te r .  Peop le  have

never  read ' i t ,  p robab ly ,  lan . {7  they ' re  c r i t i c iz ing  i t  - -even about  th is .  But

he  sa id ,  "My consc ience is  a t  peace. "  Now those are  the  words  o f  the  Pope

h imse l f .  And a lso ,  some o f  the  cont racept ' i ves  are  no t  exac t ly  the  bes t  th ing

to  take  ev ident ly ,  f rom what  we read,  med ' i ca ' |1y .  T ime js  p rov ing  tha t .  So

maybe in  the  long run ,  long  a f te r  Pope Pau l  i s  gone,  they  may say ,  "Wel l ,  Vou

know,  tha t  Pope wasn ' t  so  s tup ' id  a f te r  a l l . "  Bu t  the  le t te r ,  the  Humanae

Vi tae ,  i t ' s  10  years  ago  tha t  i t  was  ' i ssued .  And  jus t  abou t  the  ten th  ann i -

versary  o f  i t ,  tha t ' s  when he  d jed .  And he  took  a l l  tha t ,  every th ing  e1se,

and he  bore  j t  pa t ien t ly .

You were  ta lk ing  about  chang ing  a t t i tudes

tha t ' s  coming up  now is  women who want  to

t he  Church ,  and  one  o f  t he  th ings

par t  o f  t he  p r i es thodd .

i n

be

SM:  0h ,  yes .

SJ:  What  ideas do you have about  that?

SM:  We l l ,  I  don ' t  t h j nk  t hey  shou ld .  Tha t ' s  a  ques t j on  t ha t ' s  be ing  a rgued  and
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d i scussed  and  so  on .

1n-nus{
Not  go ing ' in to  any  theo logy  or  any th ing ,  maybe the  Church  w i l l  change.  I

don ' t  see  how they  cou ld  ve ry  we l l .  Now peop le  base  a  lo t  o f  th ings  on  soc j -

o logy .  In  the  t ime o f  Chr is t  the  women weren ' t  ra ted  very  h igh  and a l l  tha t .

These are  no t  the  reasons  tha t  a re  g iven fo r  i t .  Bu t  recent ly  there  was a

document  i ssued to  tha t  e f fec t ,  and they  sa id  no ,  they  were  no t  o rda in ing

women,  they  shou ld  no t  be  o rda ined .  Now do  you  know. . . l e t  me pu t  one  ang le

about  tha t .  A  lo t  o f  peop ' le  say , "That  means there fore  tha t  women are  on ly

second- ra te  members  o f  the  Church , "a r rd  aT l  th is  type  o f  th ing .  That  doesn ' t

en ter  in to  i t  a t  a l l .  You know who Mother  Theresa is?  Famous Mother  in

India that  does al l  the work for  the poor? You know.

0M:  Yes .

SM:  Wel l ,  she  was here  in  E l  Paso some t ime ago,  about  a  year  o r  so  ago,  and she

was  ta lk ing  to  some S is te rs ,  some o f  our  loca l  S is te rs .  And  th is  ques t ion

came up.  And i  was  very  much amused a t  the  way she d jd  i t .  She 's  a  very

s imp le  woman,  a  very  ho ' l y  woman.  Very  g rea t  woman,  too- -  no  doubt  one o f  the

rea l1y  grea t  sp i r i tua l  peop le  jn  the  Church  today .  And what  she sa id  to  those

nuns  was  veny  in te res t ing .  She  sa id ,  " I  know you ' re  b r ing ing  up  tha t  ques t ion . "

She  sa id ,  "No ,  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  women shou ld  be  o rda jned  p r ies ts . "  She  sa ' id ,

"You know,  the  B lessed Lord  d ' id  no t  o rda in  i ' : ' i s  own mother . "  He d idn ' t ,  o f

course .  We must  remember ,  Chr is t  jus t  wasn ' t  a  man,  he  was a lso  God,  and

there fore  had knowledge o f  what  he  wanted  to  do .  He wasn ' t  ius t  a  b l ind  du f fe r

tha t  was  do ing  th is  and /say ing l ,  "Th is  i s  the  way i t ' s  gonna be ,  now. r r  And

he must  have had in  mind  what  he  wanted  to  be  the  ru le  fo r  the  pr ies thood and

fo r  the  church  and  what  he  was  do ing ,and  he  was  lay ing  the  founda t ions .  "We11,
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now,"  she sa id ,  "he  d id  no t  o rda in  her . "  And o f  course ,  the  Church  a ' lways

fo l lowed tha t  apos to l i c  t rad j t ion .  I t  comes down f rom the  apos t les .  And

to  us ,  when  there  i s  an  apos to f i c  t rad i t i on ,  th i s  i s  p rac t i ca l l y  a  reve la t ion ,

and  we can ' t  do  much  abou t  tha t .  And  th js  bas ica l l y ,  to  sum i t  up  in  a  few

words , ' i s  wha t  rea1 ly  the  Pope  sa id  in  the . . . they  sa id  in  the  document ,  wh ich

he d id  no t  i ssue h imse l f  bu t  he  approved o f  i t .  I t  comes f rom the  Sacred

Congregat ion  o f  the  Doct r ine  o f  the  Fa j th .

And  she  sa id ,  "Some women th ink  tha t  th i s  i s  a  k ind  o f  i nsu l t ,  tha t  they

are  no t  wor thy  o f  th is . "  She sa id ,  "And tha t ' s  the  way the  Lord  wanted  i t . "

And she sa idn  "You know,  a f te r  a l l ,  our  Lord  came in to  the  wor ld  th rough a

woman,  and there 's  nobody e lse  cou ld  do  tha t . "  Which  o f  course  is  very  t rue .

And  she  says ,  "She  i s  the  h ighes t  c rea tu re . "  And  i t ' s  t rue .  Nex t  to  the

Lord  h imse l f ,  j t ' s  h i s  own mother .  And  she  sa id ,  "Now,  women a re  no t  in fe r io r ,

bu t  we are  d i f fe ren t . "  Now tha t ' s  the  way she ta lked  about  tha t  and cer ta ' in ly

f rom a  mat te r ,  rea1 ly ,  o f  fa j th .

Bu t  now they  b r ing  in  soc io log ica l  th ings  and  a l l  o f  tha t ,  and  they  s t i11

want  you to leave the  th ing  open .  The  Ho ly  Fa ther  hasn ' t  sa id  any  more  abou t  j t .

He  hasn ' t  to ld  anybody  to  shu t  up  abou t  j t  o r  any th ing ,  they ' re  s t i l l  t a l k ing

abou t  i t .  I  don ' t  th ink ' i t ' l l  happen .

I t  doesn ' t  seem,  though,  tha t  the  Church  open ' l y  encourages  women to  become

I eade rs  i n  t he  Church .

SM: 0h,  yes ,  i t  sure  does l  I t  open ' l y  does .  They

in  the  Church .  But  what  you mean is ,  to  be  in

what you mean?

.lYes

Wel I

ve  the i r  l eade rsh ' i p  ve ry  much

os i t i ons  o f  au tho r i t y .  I s  t ha t

AR:

SM: ,  more  and  more , the re  a re  peop le  i nvo l ved n  these  Roman  congrega t j ons  and
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a l  I  o f  tha t ,  re1  ig ious  women ar

that very c1ear,  that  women had

modern t imes, and that they sho

not any ref lect ion on womanhood

Mother was try ing to te11 them.

some nuns here that want to bec

0M: Have they come to you at  any t i

SM:  0h ,  they 've  so  to ld  me,  yes .  A

And they  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I ' d  l  i ke
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I
nd so  on .  Mucr r  m[ re .  Ohr  ]eS.  The Pope made

d a  ve ry  spec ia l  
f tace  

in  tha t ,  espec ia l l y  in

ou ld  be  g iven  the lonnon tun i t y  to  use  i t .  So  i t ' s

d .  No t  a t  a l l .  
[ t ' s  

no t  the  po in t .  Tha t ' s  wha t

.  She is  qu i te  a  g rea t  1ady .  0h ,  yes ,  I  know

come pr iests.  I
i  me?

And  I  sa id ,  "WhV 
fo  

you  wan t  t o  become p r ies ts? "

t o  say  f ' l a ss ,  I ' d l l i ke  t o  g i ve  abso lu t i on  and  con -

fess ion . "  "We l l r "  I  sa id ,  "su re  i sn ' t  a  darn  th i r rhg  I  can  do  abou t  i t . "  (Chuck les )

Bu t  the re  i s  one  th ing  abou t  i t ,  now.  The  Esp iscopa l ians  have  done  tha t ,

and I  not iced how the bishops and the Lambeth Conference or whatever they cal l

i t  i n  Eng land  have  adop ted  the  o rd jna t ion  o f  women.  Bu t  go l l y ,  i t ' s  caus ing

so many prob lems in  the  Ep iscopa ' l ian  Church ,  too .  There ' re  many o f  'em 
/1 , lng7

s imp ly  do  no t  be l ieve  in  tha t .  t ^ le l l ,  you  have a  case r igh t  here  in  town.  Are

ei ther of  you Episcopal  ians? No? lo le l1 ,  Father Grubb, do you know Father

Grubb?  He 's  a t  S t .  A lban 's .  He  says ,  "No ,  i t ' s  a l1  wrong . "  As  a  mat te r  o f

fac t ,  when they  orda jned the  lady  here  in  S t .  C lement 's ,  he  had an  ad  in  the

paper .  They  had  a  pub l i c  se rv ice  o f  repara t ion ,  p rac t i ca l ' l y ,  i n  S t .  A lban 's

Church .  I  know Father  Grubb qu i te  we l l .  He was a  very  c lose  f r iend  o f  I ' l sg r .

Burke .

But  tha t ' s  the  way those th ings  are .  You know,  you can a lways  ta lk  about

the  Church ;  you  have to  be  open,  open,  open,  open,  open,  open a" l1  the  t ime.

Bu t  the re 's  a lso  a  l im i t  to  th ings .

There 's  someth ing  tha t  comes to  mind ,  some f i lms tha t  I ' ve  seen ta lk ing  about

women in  the  Church .  And I  have read and have heard  tha t  in  count r ies  l i ke
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SM:

Ireland and Mex' ico,  that  these people indeed venerate l t lary rnore than they

do  Jesus .

Now,  1ook ,  there  may be  some Catho l i cs  who fo rge t  about  Jesus .  And now,  i f  you

unders tand th is  r igh t ,  they  go  together .  I t rs  the  way i t  shou ld  be .  Mary  w i th -

ou t  Jesus  in  no th ing .  Doesn ' t  amount  to  any th ing .  I t ' s  on  accoun t  o f  h im tha t

she 's  be ing  honored.  So i f  they  have the  r igh t  unders tand ing  o f  the  fa i th ,

they  wou ldn ' t  be  do ' ing  tha t .  And they  may have some wrong ideas ,  th is  i s  qu i te

t rue .  And as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the  Church  has  o f ten  issued d i rec t i ves  and sa id

that the devot ion to Mary as the mother of  God should be proper ly directed and

unders tood.  Now i f  somebody,  fo r  ins tance,  as  you say ,  worsh ' ips . . .worsh ip  i s

the word that you use only for  God, for  the Diety.  But they pray to Mary,  the

mother  o f  God,  and fo rge t  about  our  B lessed Lord ,  i t ' s  per fec t l y  r id icu lous .

Jus t  doesn ' t  work .  Now i t  may be  tha t  in  the i r  s imp le  emot ion ,  ways ,  a f te r

a l l ,  i t ' s  eas ie r  to  unders tand  tha t  than  to  unders tand  a l l  abou t  Chr i s t .  So

maybe that 's where some of the errors might come from. They're not proper ly

ins t ruc ted .  That ' s  the i r  p rob lem.  That ' s  no t  the  way the  Church  works .

But  the  Church  has  a lways  had a  grea t . . .  You can go  r igh t  down to  the

catacombs ' in Rome where the Chr ist ian church was underground for 300 yearst

and  you  can  see  some o f  the  o ld  fescoes  s t i l l ,  j us t  ba re  rema ins  o f 'em.  And

there 's  a lways  tha t  the  mother  o f  God is  the  one who gave b i r th  to  Chr is t .

And tha t  i s  o f  course  a  mystery .  A l l  these are  the  myster ies  o f  fa i th .

I s  the re  a  la rge  popu la t ion  o f  B lack  Ca tho l i cs  in  E l  Paso?

Not very 
' large, 

no.

Were you aware of  any conf l ic t  between the Anglo and the l4exican American popu-

la t ion  and the  B lack  Catho l ' i c  popu ' la t ion  here? l , r las  there  ever  any  t roub le?

You were  ta lk ing  about  p re jud ice  toward  l t lex ican  Amer icans  by  the  Ang lo ,  bu t  I

SJ :

SM:

SJ :
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wondered i f  there was any prejudice on the part  of  both Mexican Amerjcans and

Ang los  aga ins t  the  B lack  Ca tho l i cs .

SM:  Yes ,  I  th ' ink  there  v las  some.  i  th ink  there  was.  However ,  th is  i s  very  in te r -

es t ing .  We have a lways  had B lack  ch i ld ren  in  the  paroch ia l  schoo ls .  Now o f

course  one cou ld  say ,  " l , le1 ' l  ,  i t ' s  on ly  a  token j '  because there  arqn ' t  very  many.

Suppos ing  tha t  you  had ha l f ;  now tha t  cou ld  be  d i f fe ren t ,  I  don ' t  know.  But

now we are  in  the  f ie ld  o f  jus t  suppos ing  someth ing .  But  the  fac t  o f  the

mat te r  i s  tha t  we 've  a lways  haO lB ' lac f i  k iAs  in  our  paroch ia l  schoo ls .

One t ime back  jn  the  days ,  however ,  one went  to  Lore t to ,  and th is  l ' i t t le

gir l  was a chi ld of  an of f icer.  And so the head of  Loret to Academy came down

to  see me,  and she thought  tha t  these women wou ldn ' t  l ' i ke  tha t ,  mothers  o f

those  s tuden ts .  She  sa  jd ,  " l ^ lha t ' l l  I  do?  Sha l  I  I  take  the  ch i  l d?"  I  sa id ,

"By  a1 l  means.  And i f  any  o f 'em say  any th ing ,  you  te1 ' l  ' em to  come down and

see me,  and I '11  th row a  tea  par ty  fo r  'em and exp la ' in  i t . "  I  never  had any

prob lem.  (Chuck les )  Bu t  the re  i s  tha t . . . yes ,  the re  i s  tha t  fee ' l i ng .  Now

some of the l {exican people were rather prejud' iced in some ways because the

Black  peop le  here  went  to  every  Catho l i c  chur "ch .  l , r le  rea l l y  d idn ' t  have enough

Elack  peop le  to  fo rm a  B lack  church ,  a  par ish ,  and so  they  went  to  l . ' l ass  wher -

ever they were. And I  understand that down in some of the churches here,  our

Mex ican  peop ' le  d idn ' t  l i ke  tha t .  One  o f  the  p r ies ts  to ld  me tha t .  " I ^Je l l ,  now, "

I  sa id ,  "1ook .  I sn ' t  human na tu re  qu i te  someth ing?  Now they  a re  v i c t ims  o f

p re jud ice ,  and  now they  shou ld  be  a  l j t t l e  k inder  to  o thers , too . "  I sn ' t  tha t

r i  gh t?

0M: Human nature being what i t  is ,  you always want to harass somebody else.

SIt ' l :  I  guess that 's i t .  But there was never any troub' le.  Never had any trouble at

a l l .

B9
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SJ:  No  b lock ing  o f  the  peop le  f rom the  churches  o r  any th ing ' t i ke  tha t .

SM: No; oh no, never,  never,  And also they were amazed here when the Supreme Court

gave the ,  YOU know,  the  schoo l  dec is ion  and a l l  o f  tha t .  And the  newspapers  a t

tha t  t ime ,  I  th ink ,  ca l led  me abou t  i t .  And  I  sa id ,  " t ^Je l l ,  I 'm  no t  /go ing  t t

make a  grea t  dea ' l  o f  tha t .  t , r |e 've  a lways  had i t . "  They  d idn ' t  be l jeve  i t .  I

to ld  them,  "Yes .  I r le 've  had lB- lacp  ch i ld ren  in  our  paroch ia l  schoo ls . "  There

was neven any  t roub ' le .  That  l i t t le  case about  Lore t to ,  I  th ink  the  head o f

Lore t to  was jus t  a  l j t t le  b i t  f r igh tened.  She came f rom St .  Lou is  and she

d idn ' t  know how to  f igure  ou t  what  the  E l  Paso peop le  wou ld  th ink .

0M: What year was that? That was before the Supreme Court  case?

SM:  0h ,  yes ;  l ong  be fo re ,  l ong  be fo re ,  yes .

0M:  So  a l1  a ' l ong  there  was  in tegra t ' i on  w i th jn  the  Catho l j c  schoo ls  1oca1 ' l y .

SM:  Yes ,  de f in i te ly ,  de f in i te ly .  And a lso  fo r  the  B lack  peop le  here ,  you  know

that  they  cou ld  go  to  theaters  and a l l  o f  tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  That  happened

dur ing the t ime of  Mayor Sei ts ' inger when that was being promoted. And Father

Burke  he lped meagreat  dea l  w i th  tha t .  And I  wro te  a  le t te r  to  the  c i ty  coun-

c i1 ,  to  the  mayor ,  tha t  they  shou ld  pass  th is .

0M:  The ord inance.

S l4 :  Yes .  One o f  the  reasons  why Ted Bender  i s  such a  very  c lose  f r iend  o f  mine  is ,

when he saw that let ter ,  he said,  " I  made up my mind I  was gonna vote for  i t ,

no matter where I  was."  And he was out in San Diego or somewhere on a vacat ion

when th is  th ing  came up fo r  a  vo te .  He to ld  me h jmse l f .  The needed h im,

and he  f lew a l l  the  way f rom San D iego to  vo te  fo r  tha t  o rd inance.  And he  sa ' id ,

" I  g i ve  you  a  le t te r  o f  c red i t  fo r  do ing  i t . "  He  te l l s  me tha t .

0M:  What  d id  you say  in  the  le t te r?

SM:  I  don ' t  remember  what  I  sa id  exac t ly ,  bu t  I  sa id  tha t  th is  shou ld  be  done,  th is
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was the democrat ic  th inq to .  The  l e t t e r  i s  on  f i l e  somewhere .  I t ' s  a  l onq

t ' ime ago.

Th is  was in  '62 ,  somewhere  around there?

Probab ly .  But  I  recommended i t  and sa jd  I  thought  th is  was the  proper  th ing

to  do  in  these days .  Now Ra lph  Se ' i t s inger  d jdn ' t  vo te .

0M: He was they mayor?

Sf t ' l :  He was the  mayor .  Now I  know Ra lph  Se i ts inger  very  we1] ,  he 's  a  good man.  I

don ' t  th ink  Ra lph  maybe unders tood i t  too  weJ l ,  and he  go t  bad adv ice  somewhere .

Somebody to ]d  h im,  "Now you be t te r  keep hands o f f . "  Now the  B lack  peop le  have

never  fo rg iven h im fo r  tha t .  They 've  a lways  ment joned tha t  about  h im.

0M:  Had  you  been ' invo lved  in  th i s ' i ssue  be fo rehand ,  o f  p romot ing  in tegra t ion  1oca l1y?

SM:  We11,  on ly  to  tha t  ex ten t ,  yes .  In tegra t ion  in  a  sense.  0h ,  yes ,  Vou have to

have tha t  sor t  o f  th i  ng .

014:  Is  there  any th ing  e lse  tha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  add,  B ishop?

SM:  No.  I  w i l l  te l l  you ,  I  th ink  my consc ience has  been p icked and examined as  i t

never  has  been be fore .  (Chuck les)

0M: l^ le want to thank you very much for th is very enjoyable jnterview. l , le 've

learned a  grea t  dea l .  Thank  you.

9t

do

OM:

SM:
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