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Cefer ino Anchondo Jr-
by Humberto Cenjceros

November 25, 1977

C:

n .

Mr.  Anchondo,  cou ld  you g ive  me the  p lace  and da te  o f  your  b i r th?

I  was born in Smeltertown, or what used to be cal led Smeltertown,

wh ich  has  s ince  been annexed by  the  c i ty  o f  E l  Paso,  in  1935,  December

t7.  Five years later we moved out of  Smeltertown into El  Paso.

This is where you grew up?

That ' s  r igh t .

What was your father 's occupat ion?

It ly father 's occupat ion was a miner.  He was a miner for  American Mine

and Smelter in Smeltertown, I  guess that 's why they named i t  Smeltertown.

I t  i s  now ca l led  ASARCO.

C:

C :

A :

A .

C: l ' laking reference to your chi ldhood, could you point  out  in reference

to  your  conrnun i ty  any  in te res t ing  or  s ign i f i can t  events  tha t  s t i ck  ou t

in your memory?

C:

A:

C:

I  remember a gazebo that they bui l t  there where I  l ived jn Smeltertown.

I t  was in the area ' in the ref inery.  There was a bunch of  housing projects

and the workers used to l jve there,and this is where I  grew up. i

remember that  gazebo, j t  stands in my memory.  t lhen we moved here f rom

there ,  I  sor t  o f  m jssed i t ,  I  don ' t  know why.  When I  was  f i ve  we moved

out  o f  there  and my dad was very ,  very  ac t ive  w j th  un ions .  He was f j red

f rom the  Smel te r  because o f  th is .

Cont jnuing Mr.  Anchondo, could you tel l  me where and what years you

attended high schooi  ?

I  a t tended  Thomas Je f fe rson  H igh  Schoo l "  I  s ta r ted  in  1950  o r '51 .

D id  you be long to  any  cer ta in  ac t iv i t jes  in  schoo l?

Wel l ,  I  p layed a  lo t  o f  spor ts .  I  was  in te res ted  bas ica l l y  in  spor ts .

As  fa r  as  the  schoo l  was  concerned,  Je f fe rson,  were  there  cer ta in  ac t jv i t ies ,

C:
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A .

n .

A:

cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t ies"  tha t  the  schoo l  as  a  who le  used to  par t i c ipa te  in?

I  am pre t ty  sure  tha t  there  were ;  I  wasn ' t  rea ' l ' l y  invo lved.  I  jus t

concent ra ted  bas ica l l y  on  spor ts .

As  a  young adu l t  r igh t  a f te r  h igh  schoo l ,  how wou ld  you say  you spent

most of  your recreat ional  t ime or f ree t ime?

I was a race drr 'ver.  We came up with what we think was the f i rst

hot-rod club in El  Paso. So we used to f ix  up our cars,  we used to spend

a  lo t  o f  ou r  le i su re  t ime  f i x ing  up  our  ca rs .

Do you remember the name of the car c lub?

I t  was  ca l Ied  the  "F |0OD-LIFTERS" .

What was your f i rst  job?

We11,  my f i rs t  job  was a  mi lkman 's  he lper .  l ' l y  fa ther  was a  mi lkman,  so

I  stanted helping my dad when I  was very young. I  learned to dr ive when

I was eight.  I  got  my f i rst  commercial  l icense when I  was fourteen. So

tha t  was  rea l l y  my f i rs t  job .

What was your most gainfu'l and permanent employment?

Work jng  w ' i th  un ions  as  a  un ion  representa t jve- - labor  un ions .  I  spent

c lose  to  20years  do ing  th is ,  and I  t rave led  the  13  western  s ta tes .

What  led  you to  ge t  invo lved w i th  the  un ions?

I guess I  was surrounded by i t  and I  grew into i t .  Al l  of  my surroundings

was around the  work ing  peop le .  My dad,  I  used to  go  he lp  h im pass  ou t

handb i l l s  when he  was ou t  o rgan iz ing  th roughout  E l  Paso.  So I  used

to t ravel  a lot ;  he carr ied me around with him everywhere.

Were  there  a  lo t  o f  labor  un ions  around a t  tha t  t ime?

Not  rea l l y ,  jus t  a  few.  Wel l ,  you  know,  you 've  go t  your  normal  cons t ruc t ion

labor  un ions ,  bu t  there  were  no t  many shop un ions .  You had your  coa1,

C:

A :

C:

A :

C :

A :

C :

A :
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Teamsters ,  and t ruck ing ,and you had your  ra i l road un ions .  Other  than

tha t ,  there  was no t  tha t  much.  My dad was a lso  one o f  the  f i rs t

o rgan izers  o f  the  c lo th ing  indus t ry  da t ing  back  many years  to  the  la te ,

la te  30s ,  ear ly  40s .  I  reca l l  one in  par t i cu la r ,  H icks  Hayward ,  wh ich

la te r  became B luebe l l ,  wh ich  then la te r  became Hjcks  Ponder .  So tha t ' s

what  led  me in to  tha t  f ie ld ,  I  g rew in to  i t .  I  used to  see a  lo t  o f

people that  d idnl t  know how to f ight  back,and I  saw some that were very

he l  p ' l ess .

C:  Mr .  Anchondo,  le t  me ask  you,  genera l l y  speak ing  to  the  bes t  o f  your

memory,  what k ind of  people made up the mass of  or  major i ty of  the people

or  laborers?

A:  They  were  rea11y  poor  peop le ;  very ,  very  poor  peop ' le  w i th  very  l i t t le

educat jon  and la rge  fami l ies - - tenement  type-dwel le rs .  And a  good many

of  them l i ved  in  Judrez .

So were they of  any part icular nat ional i ty?

0h yes, l4exican American. Wel l ,  the border has always been this way.

You have go t  your  very  ample  supp ly  o f  t {ex ican na t jona ls  coming to

work and work very hard.

I  was  wonder ing  i f  you  cou ld  jus t  b r je f l y  g ive  us  a  rundown o f  your

exper iences  w i th  the  labor  un ions  jn  E l  Paso.  Genera ' | l y ,  how does  a

un ion  work ,  j t s  bas ic  o rgan ' i za t ion?

l , . le l l ,  of  course I  learned at  a very young age that a guy going into i t

wou ld  have  to . . .h i s  bes t  be t  wou ld  f i r s t  fami l i a r i ze  h imse l f  w i th  labor
' laws,  

the  ac t  j t se l f  ( the  Nat iona l  Labor  Re la t ions  Ac t ) ,  to  f jnd  ou t

what  r igh ts  you have,  and what  r igh ts  the  peop le  have.  A lso  what  r igh ts

management has, what r ights are guaranteed to you. Once you learn what

C:

A :

C:
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A:

C:

A :

C:

C:

A :

C :

A :

i t  i s ,you  can jus t  take  i t  f rom there .  Bas ica l l y  you  are  go ing  ou t  to

talk to people,  f ind out what they need and desire,  then you try to go

f i rs t  by  the i r  needs  because the i r  des i res  a re  someth ing  you rea l l y  hope

for .  Very  se ldom do you ge t  the i r  des i res .

You try f i rst  for  their  needs?

Yes ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .

Do you,  tak ing  a  l i t t le  more  h is to r jca l  v iew,  reca l l  the  Depress ion

and how i t  af fected youn community and your l i fe?

l , le l l ,  dur ing those years I  recal l  a lot  more women were working.,and i t

reminded me of  not to long ago when I  was up in Cal  i fornia when I  saw

masses of  women working in the canner ies,  and this took me back. Very

briefly I remember that there was a lot of women working and that /tre hadl

shortages. We had a lot  of  women cab dr ivers and today we hardly

have any. 0f  course, i t  was rough because of  the food stamps you had

to l ive on and it was very hard. l^le were very poor and money was very

scarce .

l, las the food stamp program then similar to the program now?

I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you  very  much about  tha t  because I  was  very  young,  bu t

i t  appears to me that i t  may have been.

What  do  you reca l l  about  ldor ld  War  I I?

blor ld l , . lar  I I - - I  recal l  a l l  my unc' les went to war f rom both s ides, my

fa ther 's  and mother 's  s ides  o f  the  fami l ies .  l ,1y  dad was never  accepted .

Not that  he was 4-F or anything. Fh was so involved in uni 'ons that in

those years  a  lo t  o f  peop ' le  thought  tha t  a  un ion  man was a  communis t ,

so i t  was very hard.  I  carry my dad's name, I  am a iunior;  and even

myse' l f ,when I  jo ined the naval  reserve and when I  asked for my act ive
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C:

A:

C:

n .

duty, they refused to give it to me. The.y used the excuse that there was

a lot  of  unmarr ied guys who could do better,  that  a s ing' le man could do

better than a marr ied man. So they said I  was a marr ied man and I

needed to support  my fami ' ly .  I  a lways thought that  there was something

that got rubbed on me because of  my name. 0f  course, in un' ions you have

your good people and bad people,  and I  feel  that  there are more bank

pres idents  beh ind  bars  than labor  leaders .  So f t le f t  a  sour  tas te  in  my

mouth because I  real ly wanted to go. I  fe l t  that  they depr ived me of

th i s .

How about  the  Ch icano movement  tha t  rea11y  go t  s team ro l l ing  in  the  60s?

How djd you view the Chjcano movement and what did j t  mean to you?

Wel l ,  o f  eourse  be ing  a  na t ive  Texan and hav ing  my age,  I  can

honest ly  say  tha t  I  can  reca l l  see ing  s igns  in  res taurants  tha t  sa jd ,

"No Mex icans  or  Dogs A1Iowed. "

Do you th ink  you cou ld  g ive  us  a  re fe rence da te  about  these s igns?

I  guess  I  cou ld  go  back  to  the '40s ,  and even to  the  la te '40s  there

were  s t i l l  s igns  r igh t  he re  in  S ie r ra  B lanca .  When my dad  was  a  m i l k -

man we used to del iver mil k to a restaurant there, and we wal ked ' into

the  same p lace  where  we wou ld  de l i ver  mi lk  to  ea t .  My dad looks  l i ke

an Ang lo ;  he  has  b lue  eyes  and very  l igh t  complec ted .  So i f  you  saw

the guy  you wou ld  th ink  he  was an  ang ' lo  bu t  he  is  no t ;  he  is  f rom

Chihuahua. We walked into the restaurant and sat down to have breakfast .

They served my father but they would not serve me. They to;lLd my dad

that I  would have to eat in the k i tchen. So that was the last  t ime we

de l ivered  mi lk .  The Ch icano movement ,  I  guess  i t  was  jnev i tab le  because

even in  our  h igh  schoo ' l s  they  wou ld  no t  a l low us  to  speak  Span ish .
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C:

A:

Anyone who ever  d id  go t  demer i ts  o r  taken to  the  pr inc ipa l ' s  to  ge t

swatted.

Then you were  ac t ive ly  pun ished fo r  speak ing  Span ' i sh?

0h, yes;  we sure were. That,or you were grabbed by your ears and your

ears  were  pu l led  and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  A  lo t  o f  nonsense.  We have

had,  t rad i t iona l l y ,  the  b igges t  d rop-out  ra te ,  maybe as  bad as  the  B lack ,

bu t  then E l  Paso is  bas ica l l y  Ch icano

The Chicano movement was inevi table.  Somebody had to speak up and

po in t  ou t  the  in jus t i ces .  I  was  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i nvo lved ,  bu t  o f  course

I didn' t  have the money or the means to t ravel  around very much because

I got marr ied very young. I  lef t  school  to get marr ied when I  was eighteen.

I  don ' t  regre t  i t  bu t  I  w ish  I  had s tayed.  I  d ' idn ' t  ge t  a long w i th

the  pr inc ipa l .  And mys is te r  was  the  f i rs t  va led ic to r ian  a t  Je f fe rson,

so  everyone wanted  me to  be  d  b ra in  a lso .  I  was  h i t t ing  i t  a l l  r igh t ,

I  had about  a  B  average.  I  guess  i f  I  had  concent ra ted  a  l j t t le  b i t

more  I  cou ld  have done a  l i t t le  b i t  be t te r ,  bu t  I  was  more  ac t ive  w j th

sports and car racing. I  was real ly in no hurry to become a wizard

in  schoo l .  I  d idn ' t  ge t  my d ip loma.  I  had to  ge t  i t  la te r  when I  had

more t ime. When I  started in the labor movement mysel f  I  was on the

road and I  was away from my fami ly and I  d jdn' t  real ly have t ime t0 go to

schoo l  un t i l  1972 in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  had to  take  a  Lasa l le  cor respondence

course to get my diploma. I  never gave mysel f  t ime to study. I  was

a lways  ou t  represent ing  peop le  w i th  p rob ' lems,so  I  never  rea l l y  had t ime

for mysel f  or  my fami ' ly  - -not even on Saturdays or Sundays. Saturdays

were always taken up by union meet ings or meet ings for th ' is  or  that '

so  tha t  I  rea l l y  missed schoo l .  La ter  on  I  s ta r ted  to  p ick  up  books
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ANCHONDO

here  and there .  I  learned l r t ibor  law in  l ib ra r ies ,  s i t t ing  in  cour t rooms

and Tifratching how the attor neyJ'presented their cases. And tha t  i s

the way I  learned.

C:  In  your  op in ion  on  the  Ch icano movement  as  a  who le ,  wou ld  you c lass i fy

j t  as a very uni ted movement? Do you think there is a strong uni ty

amonq a l l  Ch icanos?

I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  have t rave led  many s ta tes  and everywhere  i t  i s  the

same.  You have,  one,  the  Ch icano f rom the  U.S. ,and then you have the

one tha t  was  no t  born  in  the  U.S.  bu t  migra ted  in to  the  U.S. ,  and

these people br ing in some di f ferent ideas than the ones we have here.

I  th jnk that  the people f rom lnlexico have stronger ideas. There is a

l i t t le  b i t  more  pr ide  i  th ink  than the  ones  here  because they  can say ,

" I  am genu ' ine  Mex ican, "  So the  ind iv jdua l  born  here ,  the  bes t  he  can

say is that  h is mom or his dad came from over there,  so that makes a

d i f fe rence.  I  th ink  tha t  d i f fe rence d iv ides .  The necess i t ies  a re

also dj f ferent and the atmosphere where they grew up. The needs and

wants f rom over there are a 
' lot  greater.  This is why I  feel  that  that

ind iv idua l  f rom across  the  border  i s  a  l j t t le  more  aggress lve  and he

js not afraid to beg or to be more humble or tend to be more humble.

They tend to lean backwards more to p ' lease you. That js why I  don' t

th ink  we  w i l l  ever  be  un i ted .  I  th ink  tha t  i t  i s  rea l l y  someth ing

impossible.  I  may be wrong,but that  is  the way I  have fel t  i t  every-

where  I  have been.  Andwe tend to  be  a lso  jea lous  o f  each o ther .

Can you remember the first t ime you ever voted?

I was 21 and I  voted here in El  Paso. I  do not recal  I  what the issues

were or who the candidates were. We used to have here what we used to

C:

A :
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cal l  Pol l  Tax,and you had to pay in order to vote.  But whenever you

turned ZI,your f inst  vote was free. Thereafter you had to pay Po11

Tax.

Inyourop in i ,on ,  how has  your  po l i t i ca l  awareness  a lways  been? Have

you always been aware of  pol i t ical  happenings around you or has this

on' ly come recent ly?

A: I have been aware of the movement for many years, but I think I became

more  conc ious ,  more  ac t ive  w ' i th  a  fee l ing  o f  what  I  was  do ing ,  I  guess ,

a t  t he  age  o f  28 ,  t h i r t y . Before i t  was just  something I  wanted to

do- - I  l i ked  the  guy ,  I  l j ked  what  he  s tood fo r  and wanted  to  he lp  h im.

But  la te r  I  beg-an to  fee l  i t  jus t  a  l i t t le  b i t  deeper  in to  what  was

going on. 0f  course, I  was growing up and I  was i ' inding out that  every-

th ' ing  tha t  one learns  in  schoo l  i s  no t  what  they  say  i t  i s - -even some

of the books that you read, we used to read ' in school  .  So I  got  a l ' i t t le

more act ive at  reading between the l ines.  I  guess when I  became 28 I

became a  l i t t le  b j t  more  know' ledgeab le .

C: In your opinion, how has the Mexjcan American always been represented

in governmental  af fa i rs? Has he always had an equal  voice or been

oppressed?

A: I  have to answer that  in that  there has never rea11y been representat ion

for the Mexican American. We have had numerous electeds in var ious

h igher  o f f i ces ,  even loca l  and s ta te  o f f i ces ,  bu t  so  few,  very  few;  i t

was  s t j l ]  hard ,very  hard , to  make a  dent  in  the  wa l l .  Perhaps  a t  th is

we are gett ing a l i t t le better"  t reatment,  but  not real ly what you

wou ld  ca l l  equa l i t y  o r  jus t i ce .  There  has  never  been tha t ,  never .

I  don ' t  ca , re  where  you go  in  the  U.S. ,  I  have seen i t  and i t  i s  the
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same everywhere I go. trJe always get second best, yet we work twice as

hard ,  doub ly  hard ,because we learn  Span ish ,  we learn  Eng l ish ,  we learn

t0  speak  j t ,  read i t ,  wr i te ' i t .  And whenever  the  Ang lo  ge ts  s tuck  the

Chicano keeps  on  go ing ,because he  can a lways  go  in to  the  o ther  language.

We have always been work ' ing doubly as hard.  But in my years as a un' ion

representa t ive  I  have a lways  sa id  tha t  I  th ink  I  shou ld  be  mak ing  more

money than that Ang' lo because I  speak two languages, I  can do more

work  and ac tua l l y  end up  do ing  more  work .  The un ion  s tands  fo r

representa t ion ,  to  represent ;  so  I  a lways  sa id ,  " I f youa l l  be l jeve  in

representat ion,  how about recogniz ing my needs?" I f  they would say

someth ing ,  I  wou ld  jus t  le t  i t  s1 ide ,  I  wou ld  p lay  dumb.  I  a lways

wound up do' ing a better job than the other guy. And that was Sat jsfact ion.

I  never  rea l ' l y  le t  i t  bo ther  me.

l . l r .  Anchondo, did you ever hear any Anglo use the term Chicano?

It  was a' lways the word Mexican. There was a tone about i t .  I t  was

not  jus t  Mex jcan,  i t  was  "H.y ,  l4ex ican. "  They  used to  pu t  a  someth ing

in  i t  tha t  made you jus t  want  to  ge t  up  and do  someth ing  about  i t .  Jus t

l jke the type of  look when you went to a school  and you went to the

games and you wanted to root for  your s jde.  I t  wasn' t  a common word

for  the  Ang ' lo ,  i t  was  a lways  Mex ican.

So the term Mexican American was used pr imari ly among the Mexican

Americans themsel ves?

That ' s  r igh t .

Now,  w i th  a l l  tha t  you  have seen,  a l l  tha t  you  have exper ienced,  the

p l igh t  o f  the  Ch jcano,  to  what  po in t  wou ld  you say  we have progressed,  i f

we have progressed? Where have we come, in your eyes?
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A: I  honest ly feel  that  the Chicano has not gotten to where he should be.

[^Ie have had more, I  feel ,  schoJars or people recognized as a race,

we have had more people recognized for more achievements, .Y€t we have

not  rea l l y  been g iven the  oppor tun i ty ,  the  fu l l  oppor tun i ty  o r  recogn i t ion

for  a  lo t  o f  the  th ings  tha t  we do .  So as  long as  the  w i l l j ngness  and

the equal i ty is not recogn' ized i t  wj l l  be many, many years before we

can say,,  " [ , le l l ,  we were recognized for do' ing something good."  So that

in saying, ' r l^ lhere are we now?"-- let  us use the f igure f rom 1 to ten.  I

th jnk that  we have come up two notches. That 's how far,  because I  have

seen with my ov' /n eyes, and I  have worked as a top of f ic ia l  for  labor

unions,and a lot  of  t imes they pick not for  what you know or your

capab i l i t ' i es ,bu t  more  as  a  token.  They  want  to  say ,  " I  have a  Ch icano

in  my s ta f f . "  So ' long as  they  fo l low theory ,  you  w i l l  never  rea l1y

pick up that Chicano that is real ly aggressive,  that  Chicano that knows

more ,  tha t  i s  no t  a  token,  tha t  j s  rea l ]y  h imse l f ,  so  tha t  he  w j l l

show h js  capab i l  i t ies .  Now when they  s ta r t  chang ing  tha t  a round,  I

th jnk  tha t  we can take  a  very  g ian t  s tep ,  a  very  g ian t  s tep ,  because

we have a  lo t  o f  them wat t ing ,  wa i t ing  jus t  to  be  g ' i ven  tha t  recogn i t iono

to  have tha t  man come in  and say ,  "0kay ,  here  i t  i s ,  ge t  w i th  i t .  Show

me. "  And  he ' l l  show h im.  Bu t  as  long  as  they  come a long  and  p ick  up

any Tom,  D ick  o r  Har ry ,  as  the  say ing  goes ,  jus t  to  say ,  " l  have a  Ch icano '

one  o f  my  bes t  f r i ends  i s  a  Ch jcano . . . "

Jus t  to  wrap  th iS  up ,  a re  you  po l i t i ca l l y  invo lved  a t  th i s  t jme?

Very much so, yes.  I  am running for the posj t ion of  County Commissioner

Prec ' inc t  2 ,  in  E l  Paso,  Texas .

l^ le l1,  I r l r .  Anchondo, I  would I  ike to say on behal f  of  mysel f  and the
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won ' t  fo rge t  you .

Thank you.

History,  thank you for giv ing us your t imen and we

A:
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