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Gui l le rmo Vi l la ruea l
by Oscar  J .  Mar t inez

l4arch l  B,  1975

M:  F i r s t  o f  a l l  l " l r .  V i l l a rea l ,  cou ld  you  te l l  me  where  you  were  bo rn  and  when

you were born?

V .

M .

\ r .

I  was  born  in  Judrez  in  
. |9 . |6 .

And how long did you l jve in Judrez before you came to El  Paso?

I  l j ved thereabout  12  years .  I  th ink  I  was  12  years  o ld  when we came here

to  E l  Paso.

Did you go to school  in Judrez?

Yes. I  went to school  there and I  went to school  here in El  Paso.

Up to what grade djd you go to school  in Judrez?

In  Judrez ,  I  went  up  to  the  th i rd  g rade. . . ro ,  four th  g rade.  I  can ' t  remember

any more.

And what do you remember about your chi ldhood in Judrez? How was j t  back then?

In what way?

f{el l ,  what are some of the th ings that you remember about your l i fe jn Judrez

as  a  ch i ld?  A t  homen a t  schoo l .

Jus t  go ing  to  schoo l  i s  what  I  remember . . .be ing  a t  home,  l i v ing  there  w i th  my

parents ,  b ro thers ,  and s is te rs .  Noth ing  in te res t ing ,  rea l l y .

['l .

t'1 :

l r .

\ , .

t4:

V .

Did you fa ther  work in  Judrez?

He  was  wo rk i ng  on  t h i s  s i de  w i t h

Did he commute over  to  El  Paso?

No,  he  was  work ing  i n  Jud rez  w i th

I  f o rgo t  wha t  i t  was ,  I  t h ink  i t

wen t  ove r  i n to  Ch ihuahua ,  bu t  he

0h "  he  d i dn ' t  come  ac ross  t o  t h i s

No ,  he  d jdn ' t  come he re  to  work .

t he  ra i l r oad .  He  was  a  ra i l r oad  man .

the  ra j l road.  I t  was  an  Amer ican company.

was Southwestern  Ra i l road.  And o f  course  i t

was  work ing  ' in  Judrez .

s ide?
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M:  Do you remember  hav ing  a  good l i fe  in  Judrez? How was your  s i tua t ion  in

the  fami ly?

How was  i t?  We11,  I  th ink  i t  was  a  good  l i f e ,  tha t ' s  a l l  you  cou ld  ca l l  i t .

No fami ' l y  p rob lems except  the  l i t t le  spank ing  once in  a  wh i le .  But  no  prob lems

as fa r  as  fami ly  l i fe  was concerned.  We were  a l l  happy .  We knew our  pos i t ion

and we knew our s i tuat ion there,  everybody did.  And we just  took i t  for  granted.

What did your father do on the the rai l road?

He worked  in  the . . .oh ,  I  don ' t  know.  Work ing  pu t t ing  up  t ies  and  so  on ,  on

the tracks.  Not a switchman or engineer,  just  a common laborer.

And then did the whole fami ly come over here?

Yes,  we em' ig ra ted .  The who le  fami iy  a t  one t ime.

l,, lhy did your father decide to come here?

That was dur ing the Revolut ion and we had to come over here as i rnmigrants,

re fugees.  I  th ' ink  they  ca l led  us  re fugees a t  tha t  t ime.

And when you came to El Paso, where did you settle?

We l i ved  a l l  over  the  p1ace.  The f i rs t  one I  remember  was on  E igh th  and Sa in t

Vra in ,  r i gh t  by  the  r i ve r .  In  fac t , I  fe l l  down the  r i ve r  once . . .no t  the  r i ve r ,

bu t  the  cana l .

I t ' s  a  dangerous  p lace .

I t  was at  that  t ime. And then we moved to Piedras and what is now Paisano.

And from there we went to other places. One t ime we moved by the cemetery,

Concord' ia Cemetery on Stevens Street,  then we came back to Rivera Street.

From there we went to Bassett , ,  then we came back over here again to Stanton

S treet.

l {hy did you move around so much?

I  never  unders tood whyo probab ' l y  we d idn ' t  pay  the  ren t .  (Laughter )  I  don ' t

know why we moved around, I  just  went along with the fami ly.

M:

\ / .

M :

V :

M :

V :

M :

\ / .

M :

V .

M:

V :
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D' id your father switch jobs?

No,  he  los t  h is  job  when we came over  here .  He d idn ' t  work  fo r  the  ra i l road

any more.

l ' lhat  k ind of  job did he get?

He was pedd l ing  vegetab les .  E{  bought  h imse l f  a  smal l  horse  car t ,  and I

used to  go  around w i th  h im.

Did you start  school  here r ight  away ?

Yes,  I  s ta r ted  in  Sa in t  Iqnat ius  and went  there  fo r  about  a  year  I  th ink  i t

was ,  a t  the  most .  Then I  went  to  Bea l l  schoo l .

What do you remember about your school  days at  those two schools?

My memories are pret ty good. I  d idn' t  know any better,  I  guess, so I  iust

took everything for granted. tt ly father used to tell me, "l^le are !b.i l-.U_nd

so we have to  s tay  th is  way.  There  is  no  sense in  you th ink ing  any  h igher

than  what  your  s ta t ion  ca l I s  fo r . "

What did he mean by that?

Sometimes we got to ta lk ing and saying l ina{ we would l ike to be better

s ' i tuated, have better homes, have a better job,  and so on. And he said,

"The re  i s  no  sense . i n  even  t h i nk i ng  abou t  i t .  You ' l l  neve r  ge t  ou t  o f  t h i s

k ind  o f  l i f e ,  because  we  were  bo rn  he re .  l de ' re  bo rn  th i s  way ,and  tha t ' s  t he

way i t 's  gonna be.  Just  make up your  mind / tha. ! / -  when you grow up you ' re

gonna  be  work ing  fo r  a  l i v i ng  fo r  somebody . "

And d id you have ideas of  do ing someth ing d i f ferent?

Yeah ,  I  guess  i deas  l i ke  eve rybody  e l se  has - -you ' re  gonna  be  a  l awyer ,  you ' re

gonna  be  a  doc to r .  You ' re  gonna  be  someth ing  b ig ,  someth ing  you  th ink  a t

that  t ime is  b ig  anyway.  That 's  what  I  mean when he to ld  me that .  He used

to  say ,  "The re ' s  no  sense  i n  /7 t7 .  You ' re  no t  gonna  be  a  l awyer ;  you ' re

neve r  gonna  be  r j ch ;  you ' re  no t  gonna  have  any th ing .  Th i s  i s  i us t  ou r

t4 :

V:

t4:

V .

frl :

\ / .
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way o f  l i fe ,and th is  i s  the  way you ' re  born  to  i t .  Th is  i s  where  we ' re  gonna

stay.  "

But  you weren ' t  sa t i s f ied  w i th  tha t?

Wel l ,  I  just  took his word for i t .  I  kept on reading. / I - t  wasT the same way

wi th . . .  I  took  a  iob  when I  f i r s t  s ta r ted  go ing  to  h igh  schoo l .  That  was  when

my father and mother had already died. I  had a spare t ' ime job in the grocery

store here in town. Dur ing the summer I  worked there fu l l  t ime. But dur ing

September  I  to ld  the  owner ,  "Wel l ,  I 'm go ing  to  have to  go  back  to  schoo l .

I ' l l  be  work ing  here  in  the  a f te rnoon,  i f  you  want  me to . "  So,  the  owner 's

w i fe  t r i ed  to  d iscourage  me.  She  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I  don ' t  th ink  the re  i s  any

sense in  you cont inu ing  your  schoo l ing . "  I  sa id ,  "No,  bu t  I  guess  I '1 ' l  go  any-

way. "  So she f ina l l y  sa id ,  "0kay ,  go  ahead and be  a  1awyer . "

Is that what you wanted to be, a 
' lawyer?

No,  I  d idn ' t  have any  idea.  I  d idn ' t  say  tha t  I  wanted  to  be  a  lawyer ,  I  jus t

sa id  I  wanted  to  go  to  schoo l  and s tudy .  But  tha t ' s  the  way she pu t  i t , "Wel l ,

i f  you want to,  go ahead and be a lawyer."  She wanted me to keep on work ' ing

there ,  so  I  d id .  I  g raduated  f rom h igh  schoo l  ,  .NLf  I  d idn ' t  go  any  fu r ther .

I  had  a  hard  t ime f in i sh ing  h igh  schoo l .

Which  h igh  schoo l  d id  you go  to?

El Paso High. I  went to Bowie for  a t ime, but I  graduated from El Paso.

When did you graduate?
. I935,  

I  th ' ink .

How was i t  at  El  Paso High when you were there?

Wel l ,  in some ways i t  conf i rmed what my father had told me. - lcnuckle/  I

s t i l l  d id  no t  rea l i ze  how i t  was ,  because i  took  i t  fo r  g ran ted :  I  was  no t

an Ang1o, /Theretor{  somet imes I  thought that  I  had no p' lace going there,

that it was not my place to be there. And I was treated by some of the
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teachers  as  i f  I  d id  no t  be ' long.

Do you remember some speci f ic  incidents?

The one tha t  I  haven ' t  been ab le  to  fo rge t . . .  l l y  in ten t ion  o f  go ing  to

school  was to learn and get as much learning as I  L€ou1dl .  My grades were

pret ty goodn I  had a straight I 'A '  average. Dur ing the senior year,  anybody

who had a straight ' rA'r  average had the honor of  belonging to the Honor Club.

0f  course, the teacher that  was ' in charge of  that  had to cal l  you / to ask Vo{

in ,  bu t  I  l vas  never  ca l led .  One t ime I  j us t  i nqu i red  i f  I  was  e l ig ib le ,  so

she to ld  me,  "Yeah,  you can come' in . "  I  never  a t tended any  o f  the  meet ' ings

or  par t ies .  I  was  hav ing  a  hard  t ime - -no  c lo thes ,  no  no th ing .  I  d idn ' t

fee l  tha t  i  shou ld  go  to  any  o f  the i r  meet ings ,  so  I  d idn ' t  go .  And one t ime,

they were gonna have a party in one of  the students '  home, and I  was told

tha t  I  had to  go ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t .  So  then f the  teacher /went  to  the  pr inc ipa l

and repor ted .  The pr inc ipa l  had me in  the  o f f i ce  and she was there .  She

sa id ,  "We have  to  pu t  h im ou t  o f  the  c lub .  He  doesn ' t  go  to  our  meet ings . "

So,  I  was  ou t .

Did th is happen to other Mexican students that  you know of?

One other that  I  knew of,  yeah.

The same thing?

Uhum.

So i t  was  most ly  an  Ang lo  Honor  Soc ie ty  c lub?

l , r le l l ,  I  remember there was one gir l  who was a Mexican, but she was wealthy.

She came from a wel l - to-do fami ly.  That was my drawback. l4ost  of  them, wel l ,

they  were  dressed I ' i ke  they  shou ld  be ,  and I  d idn ' t  have any . . .somet imes I

had to  go  bare foo t .  So  I  d ' idn ' t  fee l  tha t  I  cou ld  go  to  any  soc ia l  func t ion

a t  a l l .

You went to school barefoot?
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Yes .

Did other students go that way, too?

Yes, and we were not hippies.  Ti faught.

I t  was  ou t  o f  necess i ty .

Out of  necessi ty,  yeah. l^Je were l iv ing out there by Concordia Cemetery,  so

we wou ld  wa lk  up  here  to  h igh  schoo l .  We never  thought  any th ing  about  wa lk ing ,

you know,  nobody even thought  about  hav ing  a  car .  So,  tha t ' s  the  way i t  was .

So you were  in  h igh  schoo l  dur ing  the  Depress ion  then?

That ' s  when  I  go t  ou r t .  I  had  severa l  j obs . . .a  lo t  o f  j obs .  I  th ink  I  worked

at  every th ing  tha t  you  can th ink  o f .  I  worked fo r  Pey ton 's  jn  the  s laughter -

house; I  became a bakero and worked for a bakery as an oven nan; I  worked for

grocery  s to res .  La tero l  worked as  a  ren t  co l lec to r ,  and then f rom there ,  I

went to sel  I  ' ing i  nsurance.

R igh t  a f te r  I  go t  ou t  o f  schoo l ,  I  worked fo r  Genera l  E lec t r i c  as  a  s tock

c le rk  in  the  o f f i ce  keep ing  t rack  o f  the  inventory .  Then they  had to  c lose

the of f ice because of  the Depression, so I  went to work in the bakery and

other  p laces .

My idea real ly when I  was going to high school  was to be an accountant,

a  CPA.  A f te r  I  f jn ished schoo l ,  I  managed to  cont inue bookkeep ing  courses  by

comespondence f rom the  In te rna t ' iona l  Schoo l  in  Ch icago.  I  go t  my d ip loma,

and I  was ready to take a CPA E*ui l ,  but  then /_^yJ- economic s i tuat ion did

not permit  me to go to Aust in to take the CPA examinat ' ion.  I  never got i t .

A f te r  tha t  I  so ld  e lec t r i ca l  app l iances .  I  t r ied  to  se t  up  my own account ing

business at  home. I  had several  accounts,  . /5r i7 I  d idn' t  have enough to rea' l1y

make i t  pay ,  so  I  jus t  1e t  tha t  go .

Did you ever have any trouble gett ing a job because you were Mex' ican?Ir'l :
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Yeah.

What  k ind  o f  t roub le?

I  app l ied  to  the  bank .  And whoever  was in  charge,  I  fo rgo t  who i t  was ,  jus t

gave  me an  app l i ca t ion  and  looked  a t  me;  they  d idn t t  say  any th ing ,bu t  I  cou ld

te l l .  And I  guess  i t  was  my a t t i tude  a1so,  tha t ,  I  went  there ,  the  way I

fe l t  myse l f ,  tha t  I  was  t ry ing  fo r  someth ' ing  tha t  I  cou ld  no t  ge t  a t  a l l .  So ,

I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  iob .  And  the  bes t  one  tha t  I  cou ld  ge t  was  se l i i ng , ' cause  I

had to go from house to house. So, I  p icked my own terr j tor ies where I  knew I

V :

M:

V:

V:

M:

t /  .

M:

would have a better chance.

Was that the only t ime you remember that  k ind of  a

job because you were Mexican?

That 's the on' ly one I  can remember.

Have you exper ienced any  d isc r im ina t ion  because you

0h,  yes .  We sure  d jd"  That ' s  what  go t  me s ta r ted

bus iness ,you  migh t  ca l l  i t .

Can you te l l  me about  i t?

s i tua t ion ,  no t  ge t t ing  a

were Mexican?

here  in  the  d isc r im ina t ion

My act iv i t ies rea1ly began when I  came back from the war" I  got  together wi th

other men who had gone over,  and we thought that  we were ent i t led to better

t reatment because we had made a sacr i f ice" l^ le saw that nobody actual ]y cared,

so we thought we might be able to do something" /Thd f i r "st  th ing I  got

invo lved in  was the  hous ing  prob lem over  here  in  South  E l  Paso.  I  guess  you

remember the way i t  was. I  jo ' ined an organizat ion that I  thought were do' ing

the  k ind  o f  work  tha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  do .  That  was the  VFW.

Veterans of  Fore' ign Wars?

Veterans  o f  Fore ign  Wars"  And

so that we could worktogether.

around the town with a banner

I  i nduced  a  l o t  o f

l , , le made a campaign

denouncing the way

to  j o i n  w i t h  me

housing.  I  marched

d id  accompf  i sh  a

forl better

i t  was .  We
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M:

t r .

M:

V :

l i t t l e  b i t .  I t  used  to  be  they  d idn ' t  have  any  s t ree t  l i gh ts  the re ,  and  mos t

of  the a1leys were not paved,and they were dir ty.  So, we managed to get a few of

them c leaned"  and we managed to  ge t  some l igh ts  in  the  d is t r i c t .  And ius t  you

know, sort  of  ta I  k i  ng th ' i  ngs over .

You marched to  C i ty  Ha ' I1?

No, we didn' t  march on City Hal l ,  we marched around South El  Paso" t l le were

a f ra id  to  march  down to  C i t y  Ha l l .  A t  tha t  t ime ,  the re  was  s t i l l . . . d i sc r im ina t ion

here  was rea l l y  bad.

In what form was i t  bad?

Wel l ,  one form was that nobody cared what happened in South El  Paso.

Educat ion ,  the  schoo ls  over  there  were  the  lowest  you cou ld  ge t .  Bowie  H igh

School  was one of  the v ict ims. They never got any new furni ture or new equipment.

[ . lhatever equipment was discarded from over here,  especial ly f rom Aust ' in,  was

sent  over  to  Bowie .  They  d idn ' t  have good teachers ,  they  cou ld  ge t  the  wors t .  I  mean,

no t  the  wors t '  bu t  tnose f tna t  we i ! /  no t  as  we l l  qua l i f ied  as  in  o ther  p laces .

At  tha t  t ime we s ta r ted  inqu i r ing  about  reasons  fo r  someth ing  or  o ther .  One o f

the  inqu i r ies  we made was about  why the  Mex ican Amer icans  were  no t  h i red ' in

government f ie lds.  We inquired about why there were no Mexican Americans in

the Pol ice Department or in the Fire Department.  And I  got  the answer f rom the

then Fire Chief  say' ing,  1 ' l l le ' |1,  do you real ize that  these men have to s leep in

the same roon 24 hours every other day?" I  th ink they consjdered i t  a

disgrace for a Mexican to be among the Ang' los s leeping in the same room.

Th is  was  when? When d id  th i s  person . . .?

0h,  about  
. |948,  '49"

And he was ser ious?

Yeah. I  asked him why there were no Mexicans in the Fire Department.  There

were none in the Pol ice Department at  that  t ime. And Negroes, why, nobody
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ever thought about gett ' ing a Negro ' in any kind of  work I  ike that  where they

had to  mix .

Did Mex' icans try to get into the Pol  ice or the Fire Department?

Dur ing  tha t  t ime , .y€S.  [ , . l e  made i t  a  po jn t  to  make  app l i ca t ions .  I  d idn ' t  make

an app l  i ca t ion ,  bu t  somebody e ]  se  d id .

How did they keep 'em out?

[ . le l l ,  they  jus t  sa id ' "Thene 'sno pJace fo r  you . "  Nobody has  to  h i re  anybody

j us t  because  they  pu t  up  an  app l  i ca t i on  .  / _They  wou ldTsa l l ,  "The re ' s  no th i ng . "

M:

\ / .

M:

V :

M:

V:

M:

The Gas Companjr ,  on1y, up to oh, about,  maybe ten years ago, they would not.

h i re  l t lex ' i cans .  They  wou ld  h i re  them d igg ing  d i tches  and read ing  metersn  and

so on ,  bu t  no t  in  the  o f f i ce .

Up unt i l  ten years ago you say?

More  o r  less .

What other companies or stores in the area had the same problems here? Would

you say that that was common?

Yes.  As  I  sa ' id ,  we grew up fee l ing  tha t  we shou ld  no t  even app ly  to  the

Gas Company fo r  a  job- - i t  was  jus t  no t  fo r  us .  We shou ld  no t  even app ly

to  the  Po l jce  Depar tment ,  we shou ldn ' t  app ly  here  or  there .

As far as teachers wel .e concerned, there was nothing there ei ther,  none of

those jobs .  Dur ing  
. |948 

there  was a  schoo l  e lec t ion  fo r  the  Schoo l  Board .

One o f  our  members  was go ing  to  UTEP;  we l l ,  then  i t  was  Texas  l ' Jes tern .  He

was ready to graduate and we convinced him to run for the School  Board.  At

tha t  t ime he  had a  par t  t ime job ; ,as  a  repor te r  w j th  the  T imes"  They  d idn ' t

th row h im out  because i t  wou ld  look  bad,bu t  they  jus t  wou ldn ' t  even g ive  h im

any assignments.  I  was his campaign manager,by the way" And we worked, we

d idn ' t  have any  money"  We f ina l l y  ra ised  a  l i t t le  money to  pay  fo r  one TV

broadcas t ,  and he  pu t  up  h is  a rgument .  Everybody p i tched in ,  o f  course ,
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campaign ing  f rom door  to  door .  He los t .  A f te r  the  e lec t ion ,  he  d idn ' t  have

a job .  And he  cou ld  no t  ge t  a  job  in  town,  so  he  had to  leave.

Where  d id  he  go?

He went  to  San Anton io .  Nobody wou ld  h i re  h im.

Because he ran for the School  Board?

Because he ran for the School  Board.

What  k ind  o f  a  job  was he  app ly ' ing  fo r?

Wel l ,  any th ing  he  cou ld  ge t . . .he  g radua ted  f rom the  co l lege .  He  was  work ing

for the Times as a reporter,  but  they said there was no more work for  h im

to do, so out he goes. Andhe started looking for another job,  but there was

noth jng  ava i lab le  in  town.  There  were  o ther  peop le  tha t  had to  leave town

also for the same reasons. They tr ied to run me out of  town, but at  that  t ime

I  had s ta r ted  here  my own bus jness ,  such as  i t  wasn so  I  was  no t  respons ' ib le

for anybody. Nobody could f i re me. And yet,al l  the companies that I  had were

f rom out  o f  town.  I  cou ld  no t  ge t  one 1oca1 ' l y .

You cou ldn ' t  ge t  bus iness  f rom E l  Paso?

An insurance agent ,  an  independent  agent ,  has  to  have an  appo in tment  f rom an

insurance company. And there were several  companies in El  Paso who gave out

cont rac ts  to  agenc ies .  l , ' l e11 , I  cou ld  no t  ge t  one myse l f  .  So ,  I  dea l t  d i rec t l y

w i th  the  compan ies  tha t  d id  no t  have representa t ion  in  E l  Paso,and I  go t  a

contract  wi th them. They djdn' t  know me, they never came here.  Al l  t f rey wanted

was the business, . /_unL/-  they were sat isf ied" So that way I  was not dependent

on  anybody to  f i re  me.  But ,  s t i l l  there  was pressure  in  o ther  ways . . I  cou ld

not  ge t  enough bus iness  to  l i ve  on .

What  k ind  o f  p ressure  d id  you have?

Wel l ,  there  are  so  many ways  in  wh ich . . .  A  bus inessman can go  around to  ta lk  to

other bus' inessmen and sayn "Just  keep away from that.r '  At  that  t ' ime, i t  was

10
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the th ing to  do wi th  anybody who of fered any res is tance or  any protest ,  labei

En" t i l  a  Commun is t .  Tha t ' s  how th i s  man ,  Dav id  Bo te l l o . . . he  sa id  tha t  he  was

labe led  as  a  Commun is t ,  an  undes i rab le  i n  t he  c i t y .  I  was  l abe led  as  a  Commu-

n is t .

Why were you iabeled as a Communist? What was j t  that  you said that  caused

them to label  you as a Communist? Did you say something that caused this?

No,  t to ,  they  jus t  sa id ,  "He 's  a  Communis t ,  he  doesn ' t  be long here .  He is

us ing  Commun is t  tac t i cs  and  ideas . "

Who said that?

Those peop' le who were against  any betterment of  the l , lexican Americans. That 's

the way i t  has always been. l , le are just  upstarts and try ing to get into busi-

ness where we do not belong.

The newspapers?

0h ,  yes .

l t

M:

l / .

M:

l r .

t4:

\ / .

lvl :

V:

Did the newspapers cal l  you a Communist?

I  iust  to ld you that they f i red th ' is  boy

were others that  were f i red.  l {e ran for

knew we d idn ' t  have a  chance,  because we

for campaigns. I t  is  not  easy to run a

when you don ' t  even have the  shoes t r ing .

ab le  to  express  our  ideas .

D id  you  par t i c ipa te  in  LULAC ac t i v i t i es?

because o f  h is  ac t i v i t ies .  And there

d j f fe ren t  o f f i ces ,  jus t  to  run .  l ^ le

were not organized. l^ le had no money

campaign  on  a  shoes t r ing ,  and worse

But  we used i t  as  a  means o f  be ing

Yes,  some.

When you were  do ing  a1 l  o f  th is ,  what  o rgan iza t ion  were  you work jng  w i th?

The VFW.

The VFW.  LULAC was around a t  tha t  t ime,  too ,  wasn ' t i t?

No,  no t  ye t ,  j t  s ta r ted  la te r .  I t  s ta r ted ,  I  be l ieve ,  in  Corpus  Chr is t i
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to  f igh t  the  d isc r im ina t ion

purpose at  that  t ime-

M: Was the Veterans of  Foreign

work jng  in  to . . .?

against  the l " lex ican Amer ican.  That  was the main

12

V :

l ' Jars  organizat ion the main one that  Mexicans were

No, there were other chapters in town, and even at  that  / t ime/ they were

d iv ided.  There  was one Ang io  g roup and there  was our  g roup in  South  E l  Paso,

a l  I  l t lex ican  Amer icans .  The Ang lo  g roup was no t  as  ac t ive  in  d isc r im ina t ion

f ights.  i . le were organized over there most ly to t ry {o better condi t ions in

South El  Paso. l le did manage to get th is Armi jo Par l (  started. We got enough

money to bui ld the swirming pool  and we bui l t  bath houses. There was a row

of bath houses there in Armijo Park. l,, le used to charge a dime for anybody

want i  ng ro take a bath.  $b a i ! / -  1 i  t i l  e th i  ngs I  i  ke that .

Were you act ive in the Raymond Tel les campaign?

Yes .

Can you tel l  me about that? How was that campaign?

I  wou ldn ' t  know how to  even s ta r t  on  tha t .  Th is  th ing  has  been a  cont inuous

thing from way back up to now. And there is nothing I  can say _labouV when

i t  s ta r ted .  l , le  were  jus t  b ranch ing  ou t  in to  every th ing .  A t  one t ime I  jo ined

the  NAACP,  the  Negro  organ iza t ion .  I  was  ins t rumenta l  in  b r ing ing  the  Negroes

into the conrnuni ty way of  l j fe.  Before that ,  the Negroes were not accepted

anywhere- -no t  in  res taurants  o r  theat res  or  pub l i c  p laces  a t  a l l .  l ^ le  s ta r ted

to f ight ,  I  wi th them. There were some col lege professors that  came into our

group. We induced some of the Black people to just  go into the restaurants,

l ike the Oasis,  for  instance. They would /_ jus.Ll  s i I  there and the wait ress

had jnstruct ions not to even not ' ice them. At the bfginning, they were told

to leave, but then when they found out what we were trying to do, they

jus t  le f t  them a lone - -  bu t  they  wou ld  no t  be  served.

Ir4 .
t  t .

V:

t4:
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Some of them did buy t ickets to the Plaza Theatre,  but  that 's as far  as

got  in ,as  fa r  as  the  theat re ,  buy ing  the  t i cke t .  They  wou ld  no t ,  be  le t

the  rdoor .  I t  was  qu i te  a  s t rugg le .  Le t ' s  see ,  I  be l ieve  there  was two

professors,  doctors.

Do you remember their names?

they

ins ide

M:

\ / .

FI:

\ / .

No.  Maybe I  can  f jnd  them,  I  have a l l  k inds  o f  records ,  c l ipp ' ings .  I  have a

who le  h is to ry ,  bu i  j t ' s  no t  o rgan ized .

You kept records  o f  the  meet ings  and c i ipp ings  o f  newspapers  and th ' ings  tha t

have been publ ished by your organizat ion?

Yes , th ings tha t Ipub l i shedmyse1 f "Th is i swhenIwas inves t iga tedasa

Communis t ,  when I  wro te  "Th ink ing  Out  Loud""  I t  gave them someth jng  spec ia l

to th ink about.  No, I  can' t  f ind that  name. Anyway, here was a doctor,  a

col lege professor,  and he was involved. rhere were two of  them, in fact ,  and

they were thrown out of  the col lege.

0h, they were?

Yeso s i r l  So  you 'd  be t te r  be  care fu l l  (Laughter )  Then I  had another  one

a1so,  who we had in  our  g roup dur ing  the  f igh t  aga ins t  the  d isc r im ina t jon  fo r

the Negroes. He was working for the YMCA. He was in charge of  th is camp they

have up there,  the Skyhigh I  th ink i t  was cal ledo where they took boys from

underpr iv i ledged fami l ies .  One summer  he  dec ided,  " l ^ Ie l l ,  we!Fe tak ing  under -

pr iv i ' l edged boys ,  we l l  take  h im. "  And he  made the  m' is take  o f  tak ' ing  one l i t t le

Mexjcan American" He came back w' i th th is boy, but af ter  that ,  he was there no

more. They put him out because of  that .

From the co1' lege?

No, f rom the YMCA. He was teaching

work wi th the YMCA, tak ' ing the boys

take  a l l  these boys .

t he  co l l ege ,  bu t  a l so  do ing  t h i s  k i nd  o f

camp. The YMCA has a camp where theY

at

to
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Was the Tel les campaign a campaign that div jded the two conmunit ies,  the

Ang lo  and the  l4ex ican communi t ies?

V:  I  be l ' ieve  so ,  yes .  I  wou ld  say  tha t  i t  was  the  on ly  t ime tha t  the  grea tes t

number of  l t lexican Americans have uni ted for one part icular pol  i t ica ' l  purpose.

i , r lhy did they unj te,  then?

They wanted  to  ge t  Te l les  in  o f f j ce .  He had been invo lved in  a l l  th is  k ind  o f

work f rom the t jme I  was. So, he was wel l  known, and he had done good jobs,

good work.  He had worked for the County,  and he had held an of f ice,  so we

thought  he  wou ld  be  the  r igh t  man fo r  us .

Did he have Anglo support?

Yes,  he  had some suppor t .  I t  was  no t  what  you may ca l l  a  
' |00  percent  d iv is ion ,

but there were more l lexjcan Americans vot ing that t ime, and for the same man.

Other t imes they were div ided because of  the opposi t ion.

D id  the  oppos i t ion  use  any  tac t i cs  tha t  were . . .what  k ind  o f  tac t i cs  d id  they

us  e?

In jobs.  A factory which emp"loys any number of  men can just  make i t  known,

" l 'm gonna vo te  fo r  so  and so .  I 'm no t  te l l ing  you who to  vo te  fo r ,  bu t  th is

' i s  the  one I 'm vo t ' ing  fo r . "  Jus t  a  very  subt le  idea.  So what  i s  the  employee

go ' ing  to  do? "Suppose my boss  f jnds  ou t  tha t  I  vo ted  aga ins t  h im,where  wou ld  I

be? "

How cou ld  he  f ind  ou t?

. l faughg/ .  How wou ld  he  f ind  ou t?  l r le l l ,  I 'm no t  go ing  in to  tha t  e i ther .  But

tha t ' s  the  way they  are  cont ro l led .

D ' id  you have to  s ign  your  ba l lo t?

14
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t4:

Wel l ,  no t  par t i cu la r ly ,  i t  i s  no t  needed.  Everybody knows what

and where  you are  go ing ,  who you are  suppor t ing ,  and so  on"  So

not  le t  you  boss  know tha t  you  vo ted  aga ins t  h im"

Do you know spec i f i c  compan ies  tha t  d id  th is?

No,  I  cou ldn ' t  say  wh ich  ones  or  when or  how,  bu t  tha t ' s  the  way

you  a re  do ing

you 'd  be t te r

i t  was  done .
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I t ' s  no t  done l i ke  tha t  any  more?

0h,  yes .  Po l i t i cs  i s  po l i t i cs .  f lhuck lg /  There  is  no  ques t ion  o f  th is ,  no

way to  change i t .  And i f  you  are  no t  a  po l i t i c ian  tha t  i s  w i l l i ng  to  do  th is

sor t  o f  th ing ,  why ,  you  jus t  don ' t  have  any  bus jness  in  po l j t i cs  ' cause  you '1 ' l

never  ge t  anywhere .  So i t  i s  jus t  accepted  tha t  i f  you ' re  a  po l i t i c jan ,  a

known po l i t j c ' ian ,  I  know the  k ind  o f  man you are .  You have to  be .

Jus t  to  sur .v ive .

Jus t  to  su rv ive ,  yes .

Was there l i t t le act iv i ty in the Mexican American community before the ldar?

There  was very  l i t t le ,  yes .

l, lhat caused more activity to be generated after the l^lar?

Wel l ,  what  caused me,  I  wou ld  say ,  was  go ing  ou t  o f  the  c i ty  and f ind ing  ou t

tha t  we  were  miss ing  a  lo t  o f  th ings ,  fo r  no  reason  a t  a l l . . .m iss ing  ou t  on

hous ing .  l ^ le  saw how peop le  l j ved ,  and we sa id ,  "Why can ' t  we have the  same

things? l r lhy do we have to l ive in th is tenement distr ict? I , lhy do we have to

l j ve ' i n  those  tenements  w i thou t  a  ba th ,  w i thou t  a  to i l e t?  And  a  fami l y  o f

ten  c rowded in to  two smal l  rooms,  w i th  no  l igh ts ,  w i th  no  gas ,  no th ing . "

Running water was outside. None of  the rooms had any running water"  I f  you

want  to  take  a  ba th ,  you  jus t  go t  yourse l f  a  b ig  tub ,  f i l l ed  i t  w i th  water ,

and took  you ba th  there .  I f  i t  was  dur ing  the  sunrner ,  we. . .  l ^ lhen I  was  l i v ing

over  on  Tenth  St ree t ,  the  bu i ' ld ing  was made in  a  square ,  and in  the  midd le  was

cal led the pat io shared by everybody going in and out.  So we used to put our

water there and take our baths outside dur ing the summer,  nobody thought any-

thing about i t .  Nobody had ever seen a bathtub, so we just  thought th is was the

way to do i t .  I  never dared go beyond this place here.  That was not my place.

Where did you go dur ing the War? Where were you stat ioned?

I  went  to  Europe.  I  was  in  Europe a1 ' l  the  t ime,  dur ing  the  invas ion  and be fore

15
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the  invas ion-  In  h igh  schoo ' l  I  had  s tud ied  French,  and tha t  was  my undo ing  in

the  Army.  They  to ld  me,  " l , , le l l ,  Vou ' re  a  'F renchman ' . "  So be fore  the  invas ion ,

they took me over in a boat across the channel  and put me with the underground.

You worked with the French underground?

Yes,  the  Maqu is .  Our  ma in  job  was to  p ick  up  the  av ia to rs  who had fa l len  dur ing

the bombardment,  and camy them across the border to Portugal  so they could

go back  to  Eng land to  ge t  another  p lane.  That  was dur ing  the  German occupat ion .

And we had some demol i t ion  jobs ,  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  I  was  w j th  the  m' i l i ta ry

in te l  1  igence depar tment .

How were your exper iences as a Mexican in the Army?

l , l le l l ,  most  o f  them,  except  fo r  the  t ra in ing  go ing  over  here  in  the  Sta tes ,

there was no cause to th ink about me as a l t lexican. 0ver there,  actua11y, I  was

not a Mexjcan, I  was just  an American, because i  spent most of  my t ime in Europe

away from the Army. 0f  course I  was in the Army, but s ince we had to work,wecouldnot

even wear a uni form. How could we? So nobody knew I  was in the Army, except

those tha t  I  worked w j th .  So there  was no  ques t ion  about  my na t iona l i t y ,  over

there .

What  exper iences  d id  you have dur ing  your  t ra in ing?

In  t ra in ing? I  d idn ' t  see  any  d isc r im ina t ion ,  no t  in  the  Army.  There  was w i th

ind iv ' idua ls ,  and on ly  those who had l ' i ved  in  the  South .  I  no t iced  over  there ,

people that  I  knew from the North,  f rom New York for  instance, I  made fr iends

there and nobody thought anything about i t .  I l le were just  in the Army together

and there  was no th ing  e lse  to  th ink  about .  We were  a l l  t ra in ing ,  so  we went

to  t ra in .  So  tha t ' s  when  I  came backandd id  a l l  th i s  k ind  o f  work  here .  I t

was  about  two years  ago tha t  I  had a  b ig  p rob lem in  F t .  B l i ss .  I  don ' t  know

' i f  you read about i t  or  not .

16
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Yes, I read it in .[qq-q_!ro_:- magazine" Is that the one you are referring to?
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Di  sc r  im i  na  t  i  on?

Yes '  d ' i sc r im ina t ' i on  a t  F t .  B l  i ss ,  and  open  d isc r im ina t ion .  I  f  i na l ' l y  ob ta ined

the  serv ices  o f  the  Equa ' l  Employment  Oppor tun i ty  o f f i cer  in  Da l las .  He came

here  and he ld  a  hear ing ,  and he  found tha t  there  was ac tua l  d isc r im ina t ion .

That 's  as  fa r  as  he  went ,  he  jus t  wanted  to  leave i t  tha t  way ,  so  I  made i t  a

point  to send the report  on to l r lashington. And they came back and f i red two

of  the  peop le  tha t  were  respons ib le  fo r  the  d isc r im ina t ion .

What  k ind  o f  d i sc r im ina t ion  was  i t?

l4ex ican Aner icans  were  no t  g ' i ven  any ,  I  can ' t  say  pr iv ' i1eges ,  bu t . . .  For  ins tance,

overt ime work,  they could not get any, unless they needed somebody in the

freezer.  And that iob was given only to the l r ' lexican Americans. That 's not an

easy job,  to stand there for  hours and hours in f reezing temperatures.  Nobody

would do anything about i t .  l lh.y 'd just  sayJ "This is the man we want to be

here , "  tha t ' s  a l l .  They  were  no t  g iven  any  promot ions  fo r  years  and years .

I {en that worked there for  l0 or 15 years never got a promot ion of  any k ind.

l7

\ r .

1,4 .

V:

Yeto some /Anglo/man wi l i  go there,  new, and they would put him as a foreman.

That  was d iscovered ' in  the  hear ing ,  th ings  l i ke  tha t .

could protest  but nobody paid any at tent jon to them,

a l i t t le better now. There have been some promot ions

ni  ty now.

I  spearheaded a dr ive to make our mayor res ' ign.

Wh ich  one?

He was a rac is t  f rom way back.

Judson l ,J i l l iams. i  knew h' im at  Texas Western,  he was the Dean of  Students.  I

remember one t jme there was two boys caught dr inking on campus in a car,  one

Anglo and one Mex' ican. He cal led them both into the of f ice-- they were both

ius t  as  gu i l t y ,  they  were  caught  red-handed w i th  the  bo t t le  in  the i r  mouth  and

so on--but he /Talked to7 them separate ' ly .  He banned the l ' lexican American; he

expe l led  h im f rom the  co l lege.  The Ang lo  s tayed.  That  was on ly  one example .

The Mexican Americans

so  we f i xed  tha t  up .  I t ' s

and better equal  opportu-
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Then, he went to work at  the White House. He treated the employees the same

way or worse, because he was put there in charge, so he was his own boss. Then

he went to the Chamber of  Commerce, in preparat ion for  h is mayor 's job.  He

came ' in of f ice.  I t  had been a custom for years and years that  the El  Paso mayor

a lways  inv i tes  the  Mex ican mayor  o f  Judrez  to  the i r  inaugura t ion  d inner .  l , le l l ,

he  jus t  fo rgo t  about  i t ,  i t  jus t  s l ipped h is  mjnd .  And as  soon as  he  took

off ice,  he started f i r ing a1l  the l t lexican Americans that had at ta ined certain

pos i t ions  o f  respons ib i l i t y ,  e i ther  f i r ing  them or  pu t t ing  them down.  Unt i l

LULAC and the GI Forum, the then presidents of  those organizat ions,  and a

coup le  o f  o ther  o rgan iza t ions ,had a  ta lk  w i th  h im and sa id ,  "You be t te r  pu t  a

s top  to  th is . "  He d jd ,  bu t  the  harm had been done a l ready .  So he  go t  worse .

So dur ing  h is  second year ,  I  s ta r ted  a  campaign  to  jus t  th row h im out .  Before

quitt ' ing he announced lTfra.!/ the Governor had promised him to make him pres'ident

o f  the  un ivers i ty .  That  i s  what  I  cou ld  no t  take .  So,  I  go t  a  few pro fessors

together,  and we started a campaign. I  spearheaded i t .  b, le needed about 20,000

s ignatures  to  have a  reca l l  e lec t ion .  l ^Je  madecharges  aga ins t  h im in  newspapers .

What  charges?

Most ly  d isc r im ina t ion  and misuse o f  h is  o f f i ce .  We made about  four  o r  f i ve

charges .  i  kep t  g iv ' ing  ou t  a r t j c les  to ,  the  newspapers  on  our  p rogress  and so

on.  F ina1 ly ,  I  go t  about  
. |4 ,000 

s ignatures .  I  needed a  few more ,  and ius t

about that  t ime, he said that  somebody of fered him a job,  so he resigned. " I

have to  res ign ,  I  don ' t  want  to ,  bu t  I  have such a  good o f fe r ,  so  I 'm gonna

take th is  o ther  job . "  I t  was  on ly  two months  be fore  h is  te rm o f  o f f i ce  exp i red ,

bu t  we d id  ge t  h im to  res ign .  The main  th jng  tha t  we t r ied  to  do  was to  keep

him from the universi ty,  that  was the main purpose. l . le had a lot  to do with

the regents and wjth the Governor.  But the Governor owed hjm a pol i t ical
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debt ,  so  tha t ' s  why  he  promised h im to  g ive  h im th is  job .

And when was that?

That was about s ix years ago, or e ' ight .

l , las  tha t  the  on ly  reca l l  e lec t ion  tha t . . .?

I t  had never happened before.  l l le did not have the elect ion.

had the  f i remen on our  s ide .  You had to  s tep  care fu l l y  go ing  to  the  Ch ie fs

at  that  t ime, . /_6rn we got permission to canvas the pol ice force and the f i re

department.  We got a lot  of  s ignatures f rom al l  over town. That 's part  of  my

work .  I f  someth ing  happens tha t  re la tes  to  tha t  par t i cu la r  p rob lem,  we take  up

the  f igh t .  I  d id  no t  succeed in  ge t t ing  an  Equa l  Employment  0ppor tun i ty  o f f i ce

here  in  E l  Paso,  bu t  I  haven ' t  fo rgo t ten  i t ;  I  haven ' t  g iven  i t  up .  i  t r ied .

I  went  to  Wash ing ton  to  ta lk ,  and d idn ' t  ge t  anywhere .  I  even wro te  /a  le t te r

to l -  Pres' ident Johnson about i t ,  and so on, t ry ing to get someth' ing here in El

Paso so we could have equal  emp' loyment opportuni t ies,  somebody to complain to.

The closest we have now is in Albuquerque. Somebody makes a compiaint ,  wel l ,

i t  takes  years  fo r  the  case to  come up fo r  inves t iga t ion .  That ' s  one o f  the

hand icaps  tha t  we had over  here  in  F t .  B l i ss .  We had a  lo t  o f  compla in ts ,  bu t

nobody d id  any th ' ing  about  i t .  So  the  peop le  f ina l l y  go t  t i red ,  some o f  them

did ,  and they  jus t  s imp ly  qu ' i t .

I s  there  d isc r im ina t ion  in  E l  Paso now?

I  don ' t  know.  . lehuck leT I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  w i l l  ever  end.  No,  tha t ' s  some-

th ing  you cannot  take  away f rom peop le .  I t ' s  someth ing  you cannot  inser t  in to

peop le  no  mat te r  how many ' laws you pass .  There  is  a  law tha t ,  i t ' s  aga ins t  the

law to keep Negroes away from publ ic places. But you cannot pass a 1aw and say

you ' re  no t  a  Negro  anymore ,  you  are  wh i te .  That ls  the  same th ing ,  i t

comes to the same thing. The law is there,  but how

l9
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can you make peop le  change the i r  fee l ings? I t  i s  no t  poss ib ' le .

You have your own feel ings and you wi l l  a lways have them. You were born w' i th

them and there  is  no  way wh ich  you can change.  I t ' s  par t  o f  you ,  i t ' s  in  your

blood. l r lhatever you feel ,  i t  js  because you feel  i t ,  not  because of  any other

reason, not because of  your educat ion,  and not because of  your environment.  A

$brson of  t r lexican her i taggT born in Europe w' i l1 have the same feel ings as a

Mexican born in Mexico.  A Negro born here,  even /a*f t . . f  u l l  these generat ions have

passed,  s t i l l  has  the  same ins ide  fee l ings  tha t  he  had in  A f r i ca .  So you cannot

change  tha t  - - j t  j us t  i s  no t  poss ib le ,  i t ' s  unna tu ra l .  Bu t ' you  can  t ry .  For

instance, i f  you fee' l  hate toward somebody for any reason, you can br ing yoursel f

to cut  down that hate.  And even i f  /y1u don' .V feel  i t ,  you can appear to love him

ins tead o f  ha t ing  h im i f  you  have enough fo r t i tude  to  do  i t ,and i f  you  want  to

do i t .  Bu t  as  fa r  as  the  na tura l  fee l ing  in  you,  you  cannot  change i t .  So

tha t  may answer  your  ques t ion ,  does  d isc r im ina t ion  s t j l l  ex is t?  I t  does ,  jus t

l i ke  the  fee l ing  o f  g reed"  You  w i l l  never  e l im ina te  g reed ,  so  tha t ' s  the  way

i t  i s .  We can t ry  to  make peop le  unders tand tha t  we are  a l l  b ro thers ,  and some

of  them,  re luc tan t ly ,  w i l l  agree .  0 thers  may be  ab le  to  see tha t  i t  i s  the

way to be.

Has  the re  been  d i sc r im ina t i on  j n  hous inq  he re  toward  l ' l exc ians?

Yes .  I  cons ide r  i t  d i sc r jm ' i na t i on  t he  way  t h ' i s  pub l ' i c  hous ing  t s  Du l They ' re

tear ing down the tenement  houses,  which is  what  we were f ight ing for .  l , r le  were

f i gh t i ng  t o  have  t hese  s l ums  e l im ina ted .  We l ' 1 ,  t hey  we re  e l im ina ted ,  t he re ' s

no  more  s lums the re ,  bu t  nobody  though taDou t  t ne  peop le .  The  s lums  were

destroyed,  wi thout  mak ' ing any prov is ions for  the people to  go and r l ive somewhere

e l se .  Now the  pub l i c  houses  a re  be ing  bu i1 t .  l ^ Jhe re  a re  t hey  be ing  bu i l t ?

Way  ou t  i n  t he  c i t y .  I sn ' t  t ha t  d i sc r jm ina t j on?  You  canno t  bu i l d  a  house

here  i n  t own ,  oh  no .  Th i s  i s  no t  t he  p lace  fo r  i t .  No t  on l y  t ha t "bu t  A rov ing  ou t the re /
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took away the transportat ion.  How can they get into town? Have you vis i ted

the housing projects? You know where they are? f , le l l ,  
' look 

around and see

where they are.

I  know there 's  one up  in  the  Upper  Va ' l1ey .

In the Upper Val1ey, yes.  Some over here by the desert  in Northeast.  Then

the ci ty,  I 'm gonna say Hervey, purchased the street cars.  Is that  to improve

transportat ion? The street cars are rot t ing over there at  the barn,  what does

he care about i t? Let the people walk.  ldhat hashe done for the other t ranspor-

ta t ion ,  the  buses? Noth ing .  So don ' t  you  ca l l  tha t  d isc r im ina t ion? You have

a car ,  Vou don ' t  care  whether  there 's  any  buses  or  no t .  I  have one too .  But

the  poor  peop le  and the  major i t y  o f  the  c i t j zens  are  the  ones  who are  su f fe r ing .

He go t  in to  a  f igh t  w i th  l {6x jco .  He doesn ' t  care  what  happens.  That ' s  d is -

c r im jna t jon .  The wors t  par t  o f  i t ,  he  d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t  the  Mex icans  in

l46xico.  He tr ied to go over the heads of  the c i ty government in Judrez and. i id

went  over  to  ta lk  to  the  Pres ident .  Wel l ,  he  go t  the  surpr ise  o f  h is  l i fe .

The Pres ' iden t  d idn ' t  even ta lk  to  h im.  He thought  he  cou ld  car ry  h is  money over

there  and  say ,  " I 'm  gonna  ge t  wha t  I  'wan t . "  Tha t ' s  d isc r im ina t ion .  So ,

tha t ' s  the  way  i t  ' i s .  A l l  they ' r  e  t r y ing  to  do  i s  bu i ld ing  up  th is  C iv i c

Center  th ing .  For  who? Who is  gonna take  advantage o f  i t?  Who is  gonna pro f i t

by i t? Those people in the housing project? Do they get any benef i ts? He

wants to get t ransportat ion f rom Ju6rez to the Civ ic Center.  What about the

maids who have to work a ' l l  over town? How are they gonna get up there? Did

he ever  th ink  about  tha t?  You te l l  me l

Do you th ink  i t ' l l  ge t  be t te r?

!.le can always hope. l,Je can a"lways hope"

I ' ve  more  or  less  run  ou t  o f  ques t ions  and I  see

0h, I  forgot to te l l  you .Enul /  I  organ' ized this
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That  was a  vo lun teer  p ro jec t .  I  had Ang los ,  l , lex icans ,  t ruck  dr jvers ,  co l lege

pro fessors ,  everybody invo lved fo r  f ree ,  g iv ing  lessons  in  Eng l ish  to  l *n -

Eng l ishT speak ing  persons .  b le  took  care  o f  hundreds  o f  peop le ,  no t  a t  the

univers ' i ty  1evel ,  not  even the grade level ,  but  /we taught themT enough Engl ish

so they  cou ld  pass  a  c i t i zensh ip  tes t ,  and enough so  they  cou ld  ge t  a long in

their  iobs.  I ' la ids used to go to the home, they didn' t  even know what a broom

was. They did not even know how to use the telephone in case of  an emergency.

l l le gave them that k ind of  instruct ion for  f ree.  At one t ime I  had about 100

peop le  invo lved,  two hours  a  n igh t ,  tw ice  a  week,  teach ing  peop le- -a l l  vo lun teer

wor k.

I t  must  have been some job .

Boy ,  I ' 11  say  i t  was .  I  am s t ' i l l  do ing  i t ,  bu t  no t  on  such  a  b ig  sca le  s ince

the  pub l ic  schoo ls  took ' i t  up .  They  sa id  they  were  go ing  to .

We l l ,  I ' ve  run  ou t  o f  ques t ions ,  ' i f  you  have  someth ing  you  th ink  you  want  t0 . . .

I  am not  runn ing  ou t  o f  answers l

l ,Je can turn the tape around actua11y.

N0,  Do,  th is  ' i s  enough.  You w i l  I  have to  make i t  in to  a  b iography .

You've g ' iven me some very good informat jon.  Thank you very much.
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