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o p I n I o n Itzel Anahi Giron editor-in-chief

Why don’t we support women’s sports?

BY ITZEL A. GIRON
The Prospector

As basketball seasons come and

go, familiar names like Micheal Jor-
dan, Lebron James, Kobe Bryant,
Magic Johnson, Wilt Chamberlin
and more male National Basketball
Association (NBA) stars are always
brought up when talking about the
best of the best, but what about
women?

For years, the Women’s National
Ball Association (WNBA) has been
overlooked for not being entertain-
ing enough or looked at as not
able to bring in the same money as
many NBA games.

However, this season showed new
possibilities for the WINBA as the
2023 playoffs had its highest TV
viewership in 20 years and it’s high-
est attendance record in 13.

Many might not be familiar with
the talents of certain players like
Sue Bird, who retired last year after
spending 19 years with the Seattle
Storm, and remains the WINBA’s

all-time winningest player with an

iimpressive 333 games.

Some might not even be familair
with top players who are from EI
Paso like Kayla Thornton who
currently plays for the New York
Liberty. Thornton who played
under the renowned Keitha Adams,
who has since returned to UTEP
this season and also played in this
year’s WINBA finals against the Las
Vegas Aces.

These are just two of hundreds of
talented women basketball players
who are consistently overlooked
because they don’t bring a “wow
factor” to the game, according to
some who claim to be sports fanat-
ics. The talent is there for many to
be entertained, audiences just need
to tune in.

A common misconception is the
lack of people being interested or
even lack of competitiveness when
personally, womens basketball
has consistently put out intense
matches all year round and not just
during its playoff season.

For example, this 2023 scason
the Las Vegas Aces became the
first team to win back-to-back

championships, proving the team’s
consistency and strengths.

The same is accurate for college
basketball. Last month the Iowa
Hawkeyes women'’s basketball
team broke the record for women’s
basketball single-game attendance
record, selling 55,646 tickets for
the game, which took place outside
at Iowa’s Kinnick Stadium. Num-
bers like these prove that women’s
basketball has as much entertain-
ment value as men’s basketball.
Modern times have shown women’s
sports has entertainment value
either equal to or surpassing that of
male sports.

Though I do believe a lot of the
desire to support women’s sports
came from the back-to-back World
Cup wins by the United States
Women’s National Soccer Team
(USWNT) in 2015 and 2019, I
believe it is time we support on
adeeper level by rooting for col-
legiate women athletes and other
sports more.

From our own UTEP Miners to
asking cities to create bigger, better
and safe spaces for women sports to

thrive in.

Slowly, certain cities have un-
derstood the memo that women’s
sports are a part of the world of
athletics. They are real athletes, and
they can also put on a show while
showing off their athleticism and
skills. Kansas City has announced a
stadium dedicated to the Women’s
soccer club, Kansas City Current,
expansion of adding new clubs like
the Angel City Football Club in
Los Angeles, created by Natalie
Portman to support women.

There are no doubt women sports
are seeing an increase in viewer-
ship and appreciation, but I believe
there is still a long way to go, espe-
cially here locally.

We can always grow, and I hope
I get to sce that growth in El Paso.
Allowing them to get with the
times and focus on women’s sports
and its audience just as much as
they did when they wanted to
remove Durangito; a historical
neighborhood in El Paso, for an
entertainment district.

Itzel Anahi Giron is the Editor-in Chief and may be
reached at prospector@utep.edu; @by.itzel.giron on
Instagram, and @itzel_anahi_16 on X.

Basketball ‘dunks’ any other sport

BY MEAGAN GARCIA
The Prospector

Growing up I never cared much
for sports, watching or playing. For
the longest time, the closest I had
gotten to a field was “manager”
for the girls’ soccer team in middle
school. Baseball took too long, El
Paso seemed too hot for hockey
and football had too many compli-
cated rules. Despite my pickiness
with each sport’s entertainment
value, there was one that stood out
amongst the rest.

Basketball missed every grievance
that I had before. It was a fast-paced
game, the rules were easy to follow
and more than anything, it was fun.

Now, I do not say these things to
undermine other sports, obviously,
each has a different meaning for the
people that play or enjoy them. For
me, basketball offers a lot to com-
munities across the country and
serves as a form of nostalgia for my

childhood and adolescence.

In terms of what it does for
people, basketball is a sport that is
widely accessible and acts as a great
form of youth bonding. An article
by Quality Hoops and Healthline
list some of this sport’s advantages
including how it provides good
exercise for those playing as well a
safe space for children, in particular
to grow their communication skills
and confidence.

I especially appreciate how people
do not necessarily have to be a
part of a team in order to play. Of
course, there are city-based teams
and those that are school sanc-
tioned, some parks and school
yards provide proper equipment for
anyone to come together and shoot
hoops in a casual way.

While I greatly appreciate these
things, they are not the main rea-
sons that I love the sport. I cannot
claim to be a dedicated fan of any
team or passionate about the sport
in that professional league way.

However, I do not think that in any
way discounts my admiration for
the sport.

I love basketball above all other
sports because it is something I
played, although clumsily, as a little
girl with my loved ones.

When I was a child, my grandpa
bought me a basketball and set up
a small board and hoop for me in
the backyard. He taught me how
to hold the ball and where to aim
on the board in order to make a
shot. As soon as my brother was
big enough to play, I helped my
grandpa teach him the same tricks.

Then I was old enough to play
more childish versions of it with
friends at school.

None of the coaches expected a
bunch of third graders to follow
the rules of the actual game, so we
ended up playing variations of it.
Whether it was “around the world”
or “sharks and minnows,” I re-
member it bringing out everyone’s
innocent competitive nature.

Eventually I became a teenager
and switched from being on the
court to watching from the stands.

Throughout high school my best
friend and I would go to the girls’
and boys’ basketball games as a
way to pass time or support our
friends who were on the team. Not
only was it another way for us to
spend time together, but we were
so entertained by how exciting
each game felt. It gave us a sense of
school spirit being able to see our
teams win.

As a college student I do not
have as much time to support our
Miners at their games, but my love
for the sport still stands. Basketball
does not only act as a great sport
for the community, but it reminds
me of my grandpa’s guidance,
childhood comradery and my best
friend. So, I am definitely excited
for this upcoming season.

Meagan Garcia is the arts & culture editor and may be
reached at megarcial9@miners.utep.edu.
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Tensions rising in Southeast
Asia cause U.S. intervention

BY R. VENUS URQUIZA | &%
The Prospector - -

As tensions rise in Southeast Asia,
United States President Joe Biden
says he has committed to aiding the
Philippines if China decides to at-
tack the country over the disputed
South China Sea. President Biden’s
comments come days after two col-
lisions between Filipino and Chi-
nese boats in the disputed waters.

Countries have disputed these
areas for centuries, but tensions
have built up only recently due
to China’s claims, which include
sovereignty of such disputed waters.
These comments have angered
countries like Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei
who have contested these waters.
These countries have contested
islands and various zones in the sea,
such as the Paracels and Spratlys.

China backs up its claims by
island-building and naval patrol,
while the US says it does not
interfere with a territorial dispute.
Although the US says it will not
interfere in this dispute, it has sent
military ships and planes near
disputed islands in what it calls
“freedom of navigation” operations.

But exactly why are these countries
disputing these waters? Money.

In 2016, The United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment estimated over 21 percent of
global trade happens through the
disputed area. This percentage of
global trade equals about $3.37 tril-
lion transiting through these waters.

The area of Paracels and Spartlys
may be uninhabited but might have
reserves of natural resources around
them. Although there have been
little detailed explorations in these
areas, it is estimated they are largely
extrapolated from the mineral
wealth of neighboring areas.

The area is home to rich fishing
grounds that have provided for mil-
lions of people across this region as
more than half of the world’s fishing
boats operate in this area.

After the two collisions between
boats from China and the Philip-
pines happened, President Biden
issued a statement reiterating his
commitment to defend the Philip-
pines in case of an attack over the
disputed areas.

“I want to be clear The United
States’ defense commitment to the
Philippines is ironclad. The United
States” defense agreement with the
Philippines is ironclad,” President
Biden said in a statement via BBC
News

The Mutual Defense Treaty was
signed in 1951 and binds the US

and Philippines to defend each
other in the event of an armed
attack. This is Biden’s strongest
statement since tensions have risen
in Southeast Asia.

“Any attack on the Filipino
aircraft, vessels, or armed forces will
invoke our Mutual Defense Treaty
with the Philippines,” Biden added
to his speech at the White House,
Nov. 1 with Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese present.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning states the
US has “no right to get involved in
a problem between China and the
Philippines.”

Spokesperson Mao Ning warned
the US that if they should defend
the Philippines such actions “must
not hurt China’s sovereignty and
maritime interests in the South
China Sea” in a statement to re-
porters in response to a question.

As tension continues to grow
all over the world, there is a huge
possibility that society must be
prepared for a new era of war in
US history. As times get scarier and
scarier it is important to remember
to stay informed and preach for
peace during these times of possible
war.

R. Venus is a contributor at The Prospector and can be
reached at rsurquiza@miners.utep.edu

PETA and their
continuous issue: Is
there a safe space

left for ar}

BY ANGELICA GUITTERE =
The Prospector / 4

Recent revelations sparked

outrage and concern as People
for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) exposed a mass
killing spree of animals, Oct. 26
in universities, including here at
Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center El Paso, during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Now,
PETA is calling on the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) to
investigate and take action on
newly obtained public records.

PETA’s mission is to oppose
speciesism and draw attention to
industries that exploit animals
where they suffer the most in in-
dustries like the fashion industry,
food, laboratories and entertain-
ment business.

Records obtained by PETA
unveiled the shocking practices
of several universities during the
pandemic, including Texas
Tech—El Paso campus. Evidence
suggests animals, considered

nonessential to experiments were

Mow Accepting Applications

G

mals?

euthanized in masse by experi-
menters like Chris Boehm, who
works in El Paso.

In a discussion thread dated
March 22,2020, Boehm admit-
ted to euthanizing approximately
80 percent of his training colony
during the laboratory restrictions
imposed due to the pandemic.
This revelation led PETA to de-
mand a comprehensive investiga-
tion into these practices.

PETA’s letter to NIH goes
beyond a mere demand for an
investigation. It also urges the
agency to stop wasting taxpayer
money on animal experiments
that are proven to be futile and
cruel. This plea follows prior com-
plaints made by PETA regarding
similar animal killing sprees in
14 other universities. The letter
stated the death toll of animals
in these laboratories amounted
to at least 25,000 and $9 million
in NIH funding misused during
this period.

To read more visit our website at
theprospectordaily.com

Angelica Gutierrez is a contributor and may be
reached at agutierrez89@miners.utep.edu/

JENTS WHO SERVE AS AMBASSADORS FOR

UTEP'S OFFICIAL EVENTS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VIS
ALUMNI.UTEP.EDU/MINERAMBASSADOR
OR CONTACT US VIA EMAIL AT:
MINERAMBASSADOR@UTEP.EDU
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Visit us at https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/milsci.
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s po ﬂs Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela, editor

LEFT: Junior forward Adhel Tac strives by in majoring in health promotion while playing basketball for the UTEP Miners on a full-ride scholarship.
Photo by Annabella Mireles/The Prospector

RIGHT: Senior Derick Hamilton, majoring in multidisciplinary studies, has found a new home in El Paso, moving from his hometown of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. Photo by Joel Molina/The Prospector

Breaking barriers and scoring dreams:
The inspiring tales of Adhel Tac and Derick Hamilton

i,

BY ELISHA NUNEZ

The Prospector

Basketball is one of the most
popular sports in America, and
there are many young hopefuls who
are working to be the next big thing
in the industry. Some can even be
found right here at UTEP. From
adjusting to an unfamiliar environ-
ment to keeping in touch with
loved ones back home, these two
UTEDP basketball players arc on a
mission to make their names in the
world of sports.

Aiming for national champion-
ships is a common mission for some
collegiate basketball players, but for
others, basketball is the continua-
tion of a lifelong dream. For Adhel
Tac, a junior player for women’s
basketball at UTED, it is both.

Tac remembers watching her older
sisters play outside in her home-
town of Garland, Texas. She even-
tually picked it up for herself during
middle school. After receiving a
full-ride scholarship to UTEP, Tac
decided she would make UTEP her
new home. Now a junior in health
promotion, Tac strives to give it her
all, drawing her inspiration and mo-
tivation from firsthand experiences.

“T knew what basketball was just

from playing outside and having
the hoop out there and seeing the
guys play and my older sisters play-
ing as well,” Tac said. “T'd say the
inspiration for basketball would
come from seeing my older sisters
playing, and then my motivation, I
would correlate that to my faith in
Christ”

Powered by her family and faith,
Tac has gone from being ranked
No. 17 overall in Texas during high
school to seventh in Conference
USA during her sophomore year.
With some distinctions on her
back, Tac wants to aim high during
this upcoming basketball season by
winning a championship and doing
things differently.

“The biggest thing is just to get
the chemistry down, understand
the coaches, the coaches under-
standing the players, getting out
there playing our hardest and at
the end of the season, holdingup a
conference championship trophy,”
Tac said. “Honestly that’s the big-
gest goal that mine, that’s the only
goal in mind.”

While one goal of Tac’s involves
an achievement for her college
career, she hopes to make basketball
her career. Through working hard
in the present, Tac plans to lead and
learn from fellow teammates and

her sisters to work hard as a profes-
sional athlete.

“I'm in hopes of pursuing basket-
ball as a career professionally and
see where that takes me. Hopefully
I get placed in a position that I take
full advantage of and just really
work hard, harder than before,”
Tac said. “Just because professional
basketball is a whole other step, a
whole other room to be in.”

Many share Tac’s motivation and
goals, like Derick Hamilton, a
senior in multidisciplinary studies
who plays for the men’s basketball
team. Joining his school team,
Hamilton stayed focused on his
high school basketball team until
graduation in his hometown of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. After
deciding to come to UTEP like
Tac, Hamilton had to adjust to life
in a new place.

“The people in El Paso welcome
me everywhere I go,” Hamilton
said. “They tell me how proud
they are of me, saying how good
of a player [ am. I just love it. They
welcome me. It made me feel like
I’m at home.”

Though he is far from home,
Hamilton has managed to make
a new home through the people
around him and more importantly,
his team. Like Tac, his wish is to

win a championship and take a
trophy, and eventually play for an
NBA team.

“Well, my hope for this year is to
have fun, win the show for every-
body,” Hamilton said.

To warm up for the upcoming sea-
son, Hamilton made sure to work
hard preseason and stay connected
with his main source of motivation,
his family. Supporting him on his
basketball journey in high school,
his family has continued to be his
number one supporter.

“They made a lot of sacrifices for
me to be where I am today. So, it’s
only right that I work hard every
day to give back to them,” Hamil-
ton said. “They call me every day,
my lictle brother, he talks trash to
(me). But at the same time, they
always just tell me how proud they
are and stuff like that.”

Winning championships, keep-
ing connections with family and
working with teammates are all
things that these future pro-athletes
strive for at UTEP. From men’s and
women’s basketball, it seems that
some dreams are not so few and far
between as these two clearly prove.

The men will face the USAQ Do-
vers Nov. 9 while the women will
play the Kansas City Roos Nov. 11.

Elisha Nufez is a staff reporter and can be reached at
egnunez2@miners.utep.edu

Monday night
double-header
fruitful for both
basketball teams

BY EMMANUEL RIVAS AN
CATCHING MARGINOT

The Prospector

Editor’s note: This is a joint brief
of both the men’s and women’s
basketball games that took place
Monday, Nov. 6. For the full recaps,
visit theprospectordaily.com

The UTEP basketball teams
welcomed in the new season with a
Monday night double header.

To start the night up, the women’s
team hosted the Western New
Mexico University Mustangs. This
marked the restart of the Keitha
Adams-era at UTEP.

After a dominate exhibition
win over New Mexico Highlands
University Saturday, Oct. 28, the
Miners hope to extend the team’s
massive momentum against the
Western New Mexico University
Mustangs (WNMU).

The Miners finished the game
with a final score of 75-58.

Four different Miners finished
with double digit points to finish
the game. Petree lead the Miners
with 16 points, Wilson trailed with
14, Vydrova scored 13 and Tac had
10 points.

“The two take-aways are; we have
to get a sense of urgency about
rebounding, boxing out, and being
physical, and we have to make our
free throws every day,” Head Coach
Keitha Adams said. “I thought
Mahri (Petree) gave us a real good
spark and made some big plays.”

The men’s team would go onto
face the McMurry Warhawks.

UTEP was undefeated against the
Warhawks having won its previous
six matchups since the 1971-72
season of Miners Basketball.

The Miners had more highlights
with this electric start to the season
for UTEP men’s basketball.

Jones managed to score a team
high with 19 points. Powell had sixs
rebounds and Hardy had nine as-
sists. The Miners totaled 72 bench
points over McMurry who only
totaled 15 points from the bench.

The Miners also had a 66 field
goal percentage with only a 32
percentage from McMurry. The
Miners had 15 steals, 29 assists and
a heavy 70 points in the paint with
McMurry only totaling 18 points in
the same metric.

The women now await the Kansas
City Roos this Saturday at the Don
Haskins Center.

The men will face the University
of Science and Arts of Oklahoma
Drovers Thursday also at the Don
Haskins Center.

Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela Armendariz is the sports
editor and may be reached at erivas7@miners.utep.edu: @
rivasemmanuel2 on Instagram, and H. Catching Marginot
is a staff reporter and can be reached at hcmarginot@
miners.utep.edu
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Sunday, Nov. 5, there is one person
who, although was not labelled as
“Homecoming Queen’, surely wears
the title.

UTEP Women’s Basketball Had
Coach Keitha Adams, returned
“home” to hopefully take the Miners
to another winning season to follow
not only the legacy she left behind,
but the one forming last season.

After the resignation of former
head coach Kevin Baker earlier
this year, Adams was announced as
the new head coach in April. And
she is ready for her own version of
homecoming.

In 2017, Adams announced she
would be leaving UTEP, her second
home, and would be the new head
coach for Wichita State in her home
state.

“The first day was a hurricane, the
second day a windstorm, the third
day a dustbowl,” Adams said when
addressing her departure in a 2017
press conference. “I think I cried
more than when I got divorced, I
cried like people do when they drop
off their first-born at college. This
is how great an experience it’s been
here at UTEP. It’s been emotional in
all different kinds of aspects.”

After five years, Adams has
returned to continue the successful
season the Miners had in years prior
and hopes to translate her commit-
ment to the Sun City through wins.

“T just wanted to return,” Adams
said. “I missed El Paso and coach-
ing the exhibition game in the Don
Haskins felt really great being back
in there.”

Having been the head coach for 16
years prior to her stint at Wichita
State, Adams remains the most

winningest coach in UTEP history.
Her return to the borderland has
not only fans but UTEP Athletics
Director Jim Senter excited for what
is to come.

“Her first stint as head coach of the
Miners produced unprecedented
success for our women’s basketball
program. She loves UTEP and she
loves this community, and she is so
excited to be coming back. We look
forward to creating more magical
moments with her back at the helm
of Miner Basketball.”

However, with such excitement
comes much pressure from fans who
have seen Adams take the women’s
team to championships.

“I've always put a lot of pressure
on myself as a coach. I hate to lose,
I’m not allergic to anything except
losing,” Adams said. “It’s not about
feeling pressure from anywhere
outside, it’s more self-motivation
and internal pressure.”

Having only worked with one
player prior to her return to UTEP,
it is tricky for any coach trying to
build chemistry and trust with an
entirely new team.

“I like (the team) on and off the
court, Adams said. “They’re coach-
able and their work ethics good.
They’ve been very receptive to the
system and learning the process.”

After a victorious win against the
New Mexico Highlands Cowgirls
Oct. 28, the upcoming season looks
promising. Though there are areas
of improvement needed, Adams is
ready to start the season off with a
bang.

“I thought we showed some good
things. I think we’ve got some areas
we (have) got to work on. But you
know we shot the ball well and
we've got good post players,” Adams
said. “We got to get more physical.
We got to get tougher. Our defense

has to get better.”

Adams return is set to be a big one,
it is also the stacked coaching staff
alongside her that makes this team
one to look out for.

Ewa Laskowska returned as as-

sistant head coach after assisting Ad-
ams as head coach while at UTEP
and Wichita State. Jareica Hughes
and Lulu Mckinney are
assistant coaches who have
both played under Adams at
UTEP.

Aside from her staff, Men’s
Basketball Head Coach Joe
Golding is another source of
energy and support.

“My staff is really unique because
all three of them played for me and
two of them played here at UTEP
Adams said. “So, we have a staff that
really bleeds orange. (Coach Gold-
ing and I) have a great friendship.
We’re teammates. We want each
other to be successful.”

As the season starts this week,
Coach Adams and the Miners are
asking for everyone’s support this
season.

“When our fans get behind our
team, our players feed off the fans
and then all of a sudden the fans
start feeding off our players and all
of a sudden, you've got this chemis-
try between your players and your
fans,” Adams said. “The fans are the
difference. I'm back, I need the fans
back.”

The UTEP Miners are set to face
off against the Kansas City Roos,
Nov. 11 at the Don Haskins Center
after a strong win against the West-
ern New Mexico Mustangs Monday
afternoon Nov. 6.

Itzel Anahi Giron is the Editor-in-Chief and may be
reached at prospector@utep.edu; @by.itzel.giron on
Instagram; @itzel_anahi_16 on X.

Photo by Annabella Mireles and Prospector Archives
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Men’s basketball coach on ‘tlipping the script’

the Miners are ready to play its
best. When the Miners take a loss,
Golding knows it’s not the time to
relax. He looks ahead at upcoming
matchups and what he can do bet-
ter prepare his team.

BY NICHOLAS MAES

The Prospector

Ahead of the upcoming season,
UTEP men’s basketball head coach
Joe Golding is making sure the However, Golding knows it’s
important to take some time off for

himself and his family, to relax dur-

team is ready for a comeback. After
a season that didn’t go as planned
with a young team last year, Gold- M E N 3 ing the offseason, so he’s charged up
ing and the Miners are coming back S B AS K ETB A LL when the next season begins.

“I love the water, there’s not a lot
of water out this way, but in the

harder and stronger than before.
Golding’s time at UTEP has
been marked by triumphs from the
beginning. During his 2021-2022
season, he brought UTEP its first
20-win season (20-14) since 2015.
Golding would then join the ranks
of Don Haskins, Doc Sadler and
Tim Floyd as he achieved a winning

summer, I get away and find some
water, but if I'm doing anything to
relax or anything to get away, I'm
with my family,” Golding said.

As a former student-athlete,
Golding can relate to his players
and understands the toll that it can
season in his first year with the take, and the rewards.

orange and blue. “Just like any college student,

Despite early successes, Golding college goes in a hurry and the next

gets no rest, as he continues to work  Head Men’s Coach Joe Golding’s time at UTEP has been marked by triumphs from the beginning as he joined thing you know you're in the real
on his team, improving his squad the ranks of Don Haskins, Doc Sadler and Tim Floyd. Photo by Annabella Mireles/The Prospector world,” Golding said. “So, I just tell

for upcoming games, especially everybody in college to enjoy the

S , bers, and he is working on these bought in, and I think they’re play- 18 years of my life on that campus, )
considering last year’s underwhelm- . ) . , e experience, meet a ton of people,
i 14-18 record problems to make this season’s team  ing for the name on the front of so there’s a lot of fond memories. et involved in different erouns”
“gYou look at las.t car. 14-18 better, for everyone. their chest.” Coming into the C-USA season, 8 Gol;inv ants stu dcntithlfl:at f;S o
that’s not what we};am’e here ;0 “I think more than anything this UTEP has quickly become home  Golding has one goal, to compete. cake ad fn‘; e of the obpOrtUNE
do” Goldine said. “And we got off 4™ really has real relationships for Golding, who has not been back ~ “We just want to compete for nd tak‘; theigr dime § ftl?e P ar:ablz
o :1 reat stagrt e;;r one chwon with each other, Golding said. to his alma mater of Abilene Chris-  championships,” Golding said. “We 25 he spent five vears at A}l;ilene ’
20 imes we hz dalot é Fexcite- “They care about each other, they tian since he became head coach for  just trust the process and we try to Christfan C‘t’til}l] his deeree in
gAmes, o play well with each other, and I UTEP. Golding is looking forward ~ get better each and every day, and LA, BETng s €eg
ment around town. We didn’t do . .. . , . ¢ . exercise and sport science.
our iob last vear. vou ¢o 14-18 and think that’s important in today’s to the season as the Miners face if we do that, you look up in March With the season underway. the
) yeab you & . college basketball. There’s so much  off against Abilene Christianinan  and you're competing for champi- : . » undenvay
that’s not what UTEP basketball is . . . ; ; Miners will play its next game
Jbout” turnover, whether it’s portal, and away game mid-December. onships, and I think that’s where 2oainst the USAO Drovers Thurs-
. . . different things out there that we “There’s a lot of good memories, UTEP belongs.” 5
Golding noted outside shooting . . . o day, Nov. 9.
and free throws as mator issues that had enough guys coming back, that place raised me fromaboytoa  Golding puts in time and effort - -
) and then our new guys they really man,” Golding said. “I spent about  during the season to make sure nen:haihso@la;iy:rfuz; oy buterang ey be reached at

plagued last year’s team mem-
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The Office of Student Fellowships and Awards

supports UTEP students who are applying for nationally competitive
scholarships and fellowships to fund graduate school and overseas
experiential learning (research, teaching assistantships, etc.).

DREAM BIGGER!

-
S

What is an external fellowship?

Nationally competitive funding opportunities that are:

* Based on academic merit as opposed to financial need

* Open to students from a variety of majors

* Eligibility, application materials, and deadlines vary depending on the award
* Involve a substantial amount of time commitment and careful planning

What do these awards provide?

Depends on the award, includes but is not limited to:

* Funding for overseas experiential learning: research, intensive language study,
teaching assistantships, etc., both during undergrad and beyond

* Funding for graduate school either domestically or abroad

Why should | apply?

The application process is a form of professional development in and of itself:
* Become a more confident writer

* Sharpen interviewing skills

* Think critically about future goals

Is my first or second yeartoo early to start thinking about these
opportunities?

Absolutely not! Most applications are due junior or senior year, but joining our Undergraduate Fellows
Program as a first-year student or sophomore will help you prepare.

Stay connected! Log in to view upcoming
information sessions.

ped”

Lutel

2 OFFICE OF STUDENT (915) 747-5648

studentfellowships@utep.edu utep.edu/studentfellowships
W @utepfellowships

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS
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Love and

Photo courtesy of Frank
Maldonado

BY H.CATCHING MARGINOT

The Prospector

[ |

It can sometimes be difficult for
someone to explain why they are

drawn to a particular interest in life.

When the sharp teeth of passion
latch onto someone’s conscious-
ness and soul, shaking them off is
impossible for a certain few. When
superstar athlete Kobe Bryant was
very young, the sport of basketball
helped the young player in the
darkest of times. Dribbling and
shooting a small ball in his parent’s
living room as he watched his NBA
athlete father, Joe Bryant, play pro-
fessional games on their television.
There is an inherent and immense
beauty to the sport of basketball,
especially for those who are young.
Several players sweat it out on the
court to shoot the ball into the
net. However, it takes signiﬁcant
teamwork and concentration to

achieve this and stay focused on

the overall objective: to have fun.
Activities and sports like basketball
can serve as a tool to help those
heading down a dark road. Luckily
for communities like El Paso and
surrounding areas, there are organi-
zations and public spaces to provide
basketball leagues to young people.

Edgar Flores is one of the found-
ers of Border City Basketball (along
with Arturo Escobar and Or-
lando Hairston), a community and
family-based organization offering
a plethora of services to the realm
of local youth basketball, including
basketball leagues, tournaments,
developmental skills, training and
campuses to play in.

“Border City Basketball is a dream
come true, facilitated by three
friends that love and enjoy being
a part of youth basketball,” Flores
said. “We started our organization
two years ago, and it’s been such a
humbling and joyous experience for

llerarrmﬁm;gj

us and being able to bring some-
thing that brings people together,
which is youth basketball.”

Flores speaks about the impor-
tance of providing these services to
the youth and the unique nature of
basketball, the ultimate team sport
where a team has one shared vision.

“When it comes to what Border
City Basketball brings, we want to
ensure we have a safe environment
for our kids,” Flores said. “We have
kids from all over the region (El
Paso, Alamogordo, Las Cruces,
Albuquerque) who come to a place
where they can develop not just
their basketball skills but leadership
and teamwork skills in an environ-
ment where everyone supports each
other”

Among the many teams commit-
ted to Border City Basketball’s 7.0
Fall League and tournaments are
the Northeast Rockets, a team full
of spirit and love for basketball.
Head Coach of the cighth-grade

division, Frank Maldonado, says
his involvement in the group and
the support brings communities
together.

“I grew up playing basketball, then
my oldest son started playing bas-
ketball and I wanted to teach him
everything I learned growing up,
so I started coaching,” Maldonado
said. “Basketball teaches many life
lessons for young kids, like being
competitive and learning how to
come back from failure. El Paso, as
a basketball community, often gets
overlooked in the bigger picture,
but we have a lot of great teams,
players, and coaches out here””

Small forward for the Northeast
Rockets, Jerry Loya, describes why
basketball is unique to him and the
bond he shares with his team.

“I like that it teaches me leader-
ship and discipline, giving me
something to work for,” Loya said.
“I like to trust coaches, and they
know what paths to guide me

nnnnn

down.”

Another league in participation
with Border City Basketball is Sun
City Sports Lab, a collaboration
with Anthony Aaron White and
his father, Anthony White. El Paso
natives, the duo tried to create a
city sports lab to help the youth of
El Paso and get those who may be
lost on the right track. Head Coach
and owner Anthony Aaron White
says this has made a huge impact
on him.

“Both basketball and the team
made a huge impact on my life,
keeping me out of trouble and al-
lowing me to grow and impact the
youth now,” White said. “I believe
in basketball as a tool to learn life
lessons and allow us to grow with
commitment and dedication, keep-
ing our youth out of the streets and
giving us positive role models. A
tool to allow you to experience op-
portunities and make friends.”

H. Catching Marginot is a staff reporter and can be
reached at hcmarginot@miner.utep.edu .
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Putting a better spin on the

BY MARCO HINOJOSA
The Prospector

It is time to get the stuffing,

cranberry sauce and turkey because
the season of giving is right around
the corner.

As Thanksgiving approaches, so
do the uprises of people speaking
on the issue of how corrupt the
true meaning of the holiday is.
Many Americans fail to realize that
Thanksgiving can be a daunting
time for Indigenous people as it is a
reminder that their land was stolen
due to colonialism.

Plenty of individuals have voiced
their opinion on why the holiday is
a way to glorify colonialism and the
dark history behind it.

With individuals fed-up about
the holiday, some are shifting their
perception of the holiday and
rebranding the original meaning
of it all.

The controversy behind the
holiday many people like UTEP
student Ivanna Villela have taken
matters into their own hands and
changed the meaning of Thanksgiv-
ing in a new way.

“I feel not enough people actually
celebrate the original meaning of
Thanksgiving out of respect for
Indigenous people,” Villela said.

In an NPR article, it mentions
the perspective of the larger issue
of the education system informing
students incorrectly about the ‘first
Thanksgiving.

It was taught with a false narra-

festive feast, Thanksgiving

it

A Thanksgiving table set up. Photo by Joel Molina/The Prospector

tive that Pilgrims came to America
with good spirits and wanted to
have a feast with the Wampanoag
tribe who already lived in America
prior to the Pilgrims arrival. This
is part of the mythology of “White
America.

Some people aren’t aware of the
gruesome facts that come with
the holiday. Villela mentions how
she and her family did not know
the true meaning of Thanksgiv-
ing for the longest time until they
rebranded the meaning themselves.

“Me and my family just celebrate
by giving thanks,” Villela said. “The
big part what we mess up is that we
don’t know the true meaning, but
we just turned it into a bigger focus
of making it a family orientated
holiday.”

While the intended meaning of
Thanksgiving sometimes leaves a
bitter taste in people’s lives, people
are taking the holiday and giving it
a new meaning.

UTEP student Cesar Gamino
talks about how he uses Thanksgiv-

ing as a time to be appreciative for
his family, everyone around him,
and the things he has.

“For me personally, Thanksgiv-
ing is more of a time where I don’t
read into the holiday itself in the
meaning but more for spending
time with my family,” Gamino said.
“When I lived in Houston, I didn’t
get to spend Thanksgiving with
family and when I got to El Paso
it was a way to see family, T haven’t
seen in five-six years all together”

UTEP student Saree Ramirez also
gives her own take on the holiday.

“I rebranded Thanksgiving into
just a time to be thankful for what
I have around me,” Ramirez said.
“Me and my family go our own way
and forget the true meaning behind
it and take the time to give thanks
and be grateful for what we have”

When celebrating Thanksgiving
this year, remember to be mindful
of the true story of the holiday his-
tory and respect other family and
friends ideologies.

Marco Hinojosa is the audience and engagement editor
and may be reached at mhinojosa4@miners.utep.edu

JOIN OUR 5-YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

NOVEMBER Il

FREE EVENT ¢ Live Music * Giveaways

D) JOHNNY KAGE
e ROGER ARGENIS « LE VOYAGE
JESSICA FLORES « AZTEC CAVES « D) SAND SAND
COMEDY OPEN MIC WITH NICO

@ ©@EIPasoStreetcar

Hoco: Miss the season

BY SOFIA SIERRA

The Prospector

As the weather gets colder,
campus spirit warms the hearts of
students. Homecoming week has
brought events that gave students
and alumni the opportunity to
show their UTEP pride.

Celebrations were in full effect
this year, to revamp the campus
spirit once again. When COVID
diminished the excitement for
Homecoming activities during the
2020-2021 year, several students
felt a lack of homecoming spirit
when returning to campus. So, with
the 2023 homecoming year, the
Miner spirit was back and better
than before.

Miner Dash kicked off homecom-
ing week Oct. 29. As the week
continued, more events followed,
leading to the homecoming game
Nov. 4. One special event this year
was Pay Dirt Pete’s Birthday Cele-
bration Nov. 2, which was exclusive
to this year’s homecoming.

Miners were able to sing happy
birthday to the beloved mascot and
enjoy cupcakes to participate in the
celebration. Since each home-
coming celebration is different,
it leaves students anticipating the
excitement every year. This year’s
homecoming celebrations included
approximately 40 events, the big-
gest in UTEP’s history.

Assistant vice president for the
alumni community and campus en-
gagement, Liliana Barrios mentions
how the homecoming committee
begins planning events in the early
summer to achieve their goal of
exceeding previous homecomings.
With inclusion of each college in
the homecoming committee, events
are meant to pique interest fora
variety of students.

“It is packed with events that are
both geared towards alumni, [and]
put together by colleges as well as
student activities,” Barrios said. “We
have a little piece for everybody,
there is an event or activity that is
being tailored to everybody’s taste.”

Tailgates, mixers and glow games

were featured in this year’s celebra-
tion. The intention was to highlight
alumni, but students were invited
to the celebration as well.

UTEDP freshman Carla Sarifana,
who is part of the homecoming
committee, mentioned how coming
out can spread the word to students
who may not have known about
them.

“I feel the most promoted of it
was Pete’s Birthday, I feel like we
had a really good turn out here,”
Sarinana said. “At the same time, we
need to make sure that as students
we’re enforcing, trying to bring
everyone onto campus. Even if they
can’t come, it is important to spread
the message.”

Failure to tell friends about events
can sometimes create a lack of
Miner spirit. UTEP student, Darek
Perez, who was part of the home-
coming committee mentions how
students have the responsibility of
promoting these events.

“It’s students’ jobs to also influ-
ence other students to go to events
like these,” Perez said. “Because
although there is a good turnout,
there isn’t a huge amount of Miner
Spirit.”

Sometimes students are left
unaware of homecoming events,
causing them to miss the opportu-
nity to create new fun experiences
with friends.

“If you have not been exposed to
this tradition before, this year is the
right time to start,” Barrios said.
“We have students from all differ-
ent backgrounds and sometimes
traditions like this are not recog-
nized in other places, but it is upon
us to spread that culture of alumni,
[and] culture of homecoming as a
tradition.”

Homecoming celebration ended
Nov. 4, with the annual homecom-
ing pep-rally game. From the Miner
Dash, to Raspaditos sold by the
Education Building, students were
able to indulge in these events. If
the opportunity to celebrate this
year was missed, the 2024 home-
coming is anticipated to be bigger
and better.

Sofia Sierra is a staff reporter and may be reached
at sdsierra2@miners.utep.edu

STANTON AND ZARAGOZA INTERNATIONAL BRIDGES

s EASY

BUY ONLINE OR IN PERSON

FAST

BREEZE THROUGH THE AUTOMATED
LANES WITH NO STOPPING

SAVE

PASSENGER VEHICLES SAVE $0.50
USD EACH CROSSING

FOR SOUTHBOUND LANES ON

at the Zaragoza International Bridge in the Toll Plaza office
adjacent to the toll booths, service fee apply for credit/debit card use.

at eptoll.elpasotexas.gov, no service fee will be charged for

credit/debit card use.

* Driver’s License

* Email Address + Phone Number

* Vehicle Information (year, make, model and color)

* Cash, check* or Credit Card

* Call (915) 212-7540
* Online eptoll.elpasotexas.gov

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00AM-4:30PM
791S. ZARAGOZA ROAD | 915-212-7540
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A heart pounding percussion performance

BY ELISHA NUNEZ bk
The Prospector i

Musicians strike at their instru-

ments, some with sticks and some
with their bare hands. From drums
to marimbas, a variety of percussion
instruments were played together
to give a thrilling performance.
Directed by Andy P. Smith, the
program was given by the UTEP
Percussion Ensemble at the Fox
Fine Arts Recital Hall, which fea-
tured special guests from Eastwood
High School Percussion.

Combining modern sounds and
styles with regional and folk music,
the night was filled with heart-
pounding music.

With blends of different music
genres and instruments, the pro-
gram managed to mash up different
styles simultaneously.

The musicians did the same as
seen in the first part of the perfor-
mance called “Funkadunk” where
drummers tapped on wood blocks
and drums, sometimes playing on
each other’s instruments.

“I think tonight’s performance is
very groovy, I think percussion isn’t
like the other ensembles in a way
that it’s more modern and you can
dance to it,” said Salma Duarte, a
music education major at UTEP. “I
think it’s really fun. I think that it
is different from other percussion
performances. Like everybody has
to be in touch with each other for it

Miners play the marimbas at Fox Fine Arts for final performance with trio from Eastwood High School per-
forms with gongs, bongos and one big concert bass drum.Photo by SalmaPaola Baca/The Prospector

to work out.”

Moving on from the thrilling
and intense performance of the
program’s opening, the following
act sounded like something straight
out of a Nokia ringtone library. “Six
of One” by Chad Floyd was played
with the whimsical sounds of xylo-
phones and glockenspiel.

Melodies came together as each
performer struck their metal and
wooden blocks with grace; the
uplifting music was enough to puta
smile on peoples faces.

The third part of the program
“Brazilian Suite for Tambourines”
consisted of a quartet performance,
the energetic styles inspired by
Pixinguinha, a renowned Brazil-
ian composer. With the slapping
of the tambourines and striking of
zills, the performance made four
tambourines have more energy than
awhole band. People could feel
the energy and Brazilian melodies
pulling at their bodies to burst in
dance. By the end of this portion,
the applause could not match the

sound of the tambourines.

Stepping away from the college
performers, a special trio from East-
wood High School performed “We
Three” composed by John H. Beck.
Some could say they were on par
with their fellow college student
performers, as they played with the
composure of professionals.

With a more modern approach
than some of the other performanc-
es, these students left an impression
on their seniors.

“I like the high school trio’s

performance, it was like “Wow, I
never did that in high school, I
know they’ve come so far,” said
Christian Behier, a kinesiology
major at UTEP and audience goer.
“(1 like) more modern stuff like
the tambourine quartet, (that) was
pretty cool. Number one, number
one on my list”

Following the astounding per-
formance by the high school trio,

a UTEP trio also made the stage
their own. The three were circled
around sets of gongs and bongos,
with one big concert bass drum in
the middle.

Before anyone knew it, the sounds
of the instruments echoed through
the music hall. It was almost ritu-
alistic, the way the three bashed on
the drums in a rhythm, like clock-
work. Taking turns and moments
to play the same beats at once, this
trio did not come to play around.

The last part of the program was
“Promise Music” by Cliff Walker.
It involved a variety of percussion
instruments used throughout the
concert. From small wind chimes
to big tubes filled with water, each
player of the last performance
worked together to deliver a final
performance. Everyone on the stage
knew their place and did everything
to give the audience a reflection
of the program’s mix of styles and
instruments.

Elisha Nufez is a staff reporter and can be reached at
egnunez2@miners.utep.edu

THE CENTER FOR ACCOMMODATIONS AND SUPPORT SERVICES

(CASS)

IS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS WITH

CASS ONLINE PORTAL

AIM allows students to access or
request services online and from
the comfort of their home 24/7.

Use your UTEP logins to request
accommodations, check your status
or apply to be a notetaker.

AIM is for faculty as well!

cassportal.utep.edu

UTEP

Glean is a new app offered by CASS that helps
students record and transcribe class lectures,
take notes and more to guarantee students a
successful learning experience.

Students interested in using Glean must be
registered with CASS and qualify for this
accommodation.

CENTER FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
AND SUPPORT SERVICES

utep.edu/cass
cass@utep.edu
(915) 747-5148
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