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Dr.  E . td.  Rheinheimer
by 0scar J.  Mart inez

February 4, 1977

mi lk

those

Dr.  Rheinheimer,  to start  th is interview, could you give me a few more

deta i l s  o f  the  baby  san,  san i ta r ium,  here  in  E l  Paso back  in  the  ear ly  20s?

Yes. At that  t ime, for  several  years dur ing the heat of  summer,  the mortal i ty

among the  bab ies  in the  south  s ide  o f  town was very  h igh .  And in  about  1921,

they organized a baby san at  Cloudcrof t ,  and that only aided babies of  r ich

folks who could pay. The treatment doctor was Dr.  Branch Craig,  Sr.  Now,

several  women in El  Paso-- I  don' t  know their  names--decided to t ry another

p ' lan  to  take  care  o f  the  poor  peop le 's  bab ies  in  South  E l  Paso.  The o ld

t in  mine  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f  Mt .  F rank l in  had been abandoned,  bu t  the  wa l ls

of  the bui ' ld ings were st i l l  there.  Some funds were secured, f rom what

source  I  don ' t  know.  I  th ink  p robab ' l y  i t  [was ]  pub l i c  subscr ip t ion .  They

put a roof over the bui ld ings and got some equipment,  beds and cr ibs and so

on,  and named i t  The Baby San a t  the  Old  T in  Mine .  Now tha t  was  in ,  we l l ,

as you stated, ear ly rJune of  1922.

What was the prob' lem with the babies in South El  Paso?

I '11  ge t  to  tha t  in  jus t  a  minu te .  Dr .  Hamy Varner  and I  were  appo in ted

to take care of  the babies.  To get there-- there were no paved highways--we

went up on the road that paral ' le ' l led the Southern Paci f ic  ra i lway, El  Paso

Southwestern then, to just  th is s ide of  Newman and took out of f  across to

the  Frank l in  Range,  about  f i ve  mi les .  And the  t r ip  was te r r i f i c .  I f  you 'd

get through that wi th one set of  t i res intactr  lou were lucky.  I t  was rocky.

But,  we managed. We went up there,  Dp. Varner one day and I  the next ( I

th ink  tha t ' s  what  i t  was) ,  and occas iona l ' l y  we 'd  go  together .

Now, you asked what the s i tuat ion was in downtown El  Paso. There was

ava i lab le ,  who le  mi lk ,  bu t  they  had no  way o f  p reserv ing  i t  down thereo

M:
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poor  peop le ;  and na tura ' l1y  i t  spo i led .  They  fed  the  bab ies  to r t i l l as
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and beans and what  no t ,  and they  deve ' loped these v io len t  in tes t ina ' l  upsets .

They were most ly Very young, and because of  their  poor condi t ions,  they

jus t  cou ldn ' t  hand le  the  d ie t ,  and  they  go t  th i s  en te r i t i s  and  d ied .  Now,

what we did out at  th is Baby San was use powdered mi lk and ster i le water.

There was several  nurses that just  stayed out there and took care of  i t

tha t  summer .  And our  mor ta l i t y  ou t  there  was n i l - - I  can ' t  reca l l  a  death .

[So] i t  wasn' t  so much because i t  was cool  over there,  [but ]  because [of ]

the character of  the food they were gett ing in their  homes.

So  i t  wasn ' t  the  loca t ion  so  much  o f  the  san i ta r ium. . .

Except  i t  was  coo l .  In  fac t ,  the  n igh ts  were  co ld .  0h ,  I  guess  we must

have treated maybe a hundred or more babjes up there,  and they al i  survived.

[0f ]  course, the atmosphere up there helped some because al though we had

refr igerators,  we had to carry ice up there,  somet imes we got a l i t t ' le low.

But  the  food cou ldn ' t  spo i ' I ,  because i t  was  powdered mi lk .  We recyc ied  i t

M:
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w i th  s te r i le  water .  They  go t  a long f ine .

How h igh  up  was i t?  I t  was  on  the  mounta in ,

Mounta i n ?

Yes .

About  how h igh ,  wou ld  you say?

the  eas t  s ide  o f  the  Frank l  in

Wel l ,  o f  course  i t  d idn ' t  go  way to  the  top ,  bu t  about  ha l fway  up .  I  wou ld

say  2 ,000 fee t  h igher  than E l  Paso.  0n  the  eas tern  s1ope,  i t  jus t  go t  the

morning sun that was not too hot.  The af ternoon sun was on the other s ide,

so they were in the cool  shade.

How did the women get their  babies up there?

I  th ink  these women tha t  o rgan ized the  th ing  took  them up there ,  I 'm no t

sure.  That wasn' t  our prob' lem--our problem was to take care of  them.
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And were the babies there permenant ly ot^ did the mothers. . .?

0h no ;  no ,  no .  As  soon as  they  go t  be t te r ,  We sent 'em home and took  some

others .

I  see .

But  I 'd  say  a  hundred bab ies .  I t  was  probab ly  maybe 200,  ' cause i t  was  fu l l

a l  I  summer.

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  the  cond i t ions  in  South  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime,  the

Mexican American community,  the heal th,  the problems over there?

Wel l ,  they l ived in these tenements,  and very few of  'em had any refr igerat ion

of  any  k ind .  0 f  course ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  the  re f r igera t ion  was ice ,  there  was

no e lec t r i c  re f r igera tors .  And the  l i v ing  cond i t ions  were  bad in  th is  way:

the  bu i ld ings  were  inadequate ,  the  to i le t  fac i l i t i es  were  bad (one to i le t

faci l i ty  maybe for two or three apartments).  And infect ions iust  natural ' ly

came because o f  the  l i v ing  cond i t ions  and the  heat .  And the  food spo i led ;

they just  had no way of  taking care of  i t ,  except to wrap wet c loths around

i t ,  wh jch  d idn ' t  take  care  o f  i t .  I t  may be  tha t  the  heat  had someth ing  to

do w i th  the  h igh  mor ta f i t y - - I  jus t  cou ldn ' t  say  about  tha t .  Bu t  i t  was  coo l

up there fat  the baby san].  That may have helped.

Did you do a lot  of  work down in South El  Paso in those days?

0h, I  pract iced down there.

You pract iced down there?

0h ,  yeah .

Did you have an of f ice down there?

No,  non  in  town.

But you had pat ients down there?

0h ,  yeah .
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l ,Jel l ,  these people must have been very poor.

Yes. I  th ink the average labor wage was about a dol lar  a day. 0f  course,

in  1922 tha t  wou ld  equa i  f i ve  o r  s ix  do l la rs  now.  But  the  pay  was poor ,

which was a blot  on the history of  El  Paso. They were try ing to at t ract

indus t ry  here  w i th  the  iu re  o f  cheap labor .

Did these people have trouble paying for heal th services?

0h,  yes .  They  had no  money t0 . . .  0h ,  occas iona l l y  they 'd  pay  you 50d a

cal I to go down there and see someone.

You must  have made a  lo t  o f  f ree  ca l ]s .

Q i1 ,  goodness ,  yes .  But  persona l ly ,  I  jus t  never  had any  des i re  to  be  r i ch .

Money made no di f ference to me-- i f  they could pay, a ' |1 r ight ;  i f  they

cou ldn ' t ,a l l  r igh t .  That ' s  the  way I  was  taught ,  and tha t ' s  the  way I

p rac t iced .

Do you recal ' l  any incidents that  stand out in your mind treat ing peop' le

down in South E' l  Paso back in those days?

I do reca' l l  being cal led down there for  a young Negro boy--oh, i t  was about

one o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing- -and they  sa id  he  was dy ing .  Wel l ,  I  went  on

down there.  And he had apparent ly an intest inal  obstruct ion,  he was bloated

up.  And [ ' i t ]  tu rned ou t  tha t  he  had a  h igh  feca l  impact ion ,  we ca l ]  i t .

He hadn ' t  had a  bowel  movement  in  severa l  days .  So I  asked 'em,  "Anybody

have a enema syringe around here?" They routed around and found one. And

I gave the boy an enema. 0oh, and he got c leaned out in no t ime-- just

went down [and] fe l t  a l l  r ight .  0h,  there were about a dozen, maybe a dozen

and a  ha l f  ne ighbors  and re la t i ves  in  the  house.  I t  was  in  a  tenement .

And when the boy said he fel t  a l l  r ight ,  they asked me how much they owed.

I  sa id ,  " l ^ le l l ,  up  across  the  t racks  I  charge $S.00 fo r  a  n igh t  ca l l . "  They

M:
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sa id ,  "A l l  r igh t , "  and they  passed the  ha t  a round among 'em.  I t  was  an

enormous [sum] .  I  sa id ,  "Now,  tha t ' s  more  than $5 .00 . "  " l l l e l I ,  you  take

i t ,  you  saved the  boy 's  l i fe . "  I  go t  home.  When i  counted  [ i t ] ,  i t  was

$ . |7 .00  in  loose  change .

$17 .00 ,  imag ine  tha t !

Yeah. Wel l ,  that 's how grateful  they were. Al though the treatment was

s imp le ,  the  cond i t ion  was s imp ' le - - i t  took  no  knowledge or  any th ing .  I f

they 'd  jus t  done tha t  themse lves ,  they  cou ld  have avo ided ca l l ing  me.

But I  went down there in the South end of  town at  n ight,  a l l  hours of

the night, between these tenements [where] space was maybe three feet and

dark  as  p i tch .  I  never  thought  a  th ing  about  i t ,  as  regards  be ing  he ld  up

or  someth ing .  And one loca l  doc tor  went  down there  one n igh t  on  a  fa lse  ca l l ,

and he was held up and robbed.

0n  another  occas ion ,  I  went  down there ,  jus t  about  dusk ,  to  see a  fe l low

over on Canal Street.  I  went over and saw him. And at  the s ide of  the

street of  the El  Paso Laundry down there,  the street was unpaved, and I  was

stopped hal fway back to Santa Fe Street.  I  had another cal l  to make and got

ou t  my book .  I  had an  o ld  Mode l  T  Ford ,  I  th ink  i t  was ,  and the  w indow was

open.  You know,  there  was a  runn ing  board  or  foo t  board  on  a l l  o f 'em.  And

some fe l la  jumped up on  tha t  th ing ,  and he  had a  kn i fe - - I  th ink  i t  was  a

yard  long.  And he  reached in  and made a ' lunge a t  me,  never  sa id  a  word !  And

I just  pushed the gas [peda' l ]  and sprawled him al l  over the street.  He

d idn ' t  h i t  me,  because I  pu l led  over ,  and he  cou ldn ' t  reach tha t  fa r .  Bu t

anyway,  I  ca l led  the  po l i ce  about  i t ,  and  they  sa id ,  "Wel ' l ,  o f  course ,  we

can never f ind the person down there.  But i f  you have any cal ls in South

E l  Paso be low Over land St ree t  dur ing  the  darkness  o f  the  n igh t ,  ca ] l  us  and
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one o f  us ' l l  go  w i th  you . "  I  sa id ,  "Gee,  i s  i t  tha t  bad?"  "We l l ,  i t  cou ld

be."  So I  was very careful  af ter  that  about cal ls that  I  took down there.

I  though t ,  "Gosh ,  i f  i t ' s  tha t  bad ,  I  won ' t  go  a t  a l l .  I  don ' t  wan t  to  ge t

k i l l ed . "

That  was one inc ident  tha t  happened.  And dur ing  Proh ib i t ion ,  a  loca1

at to rney  ca l led  me ear ly  one Sunday morn ing .  I t  was  s t i l l  dark - -oh ,  a round

four o 'c lock I  would say.  And at  that  t ime, there were a lot  of  rumrunners,

you know,  dur ing  Proh ib i t ion ,  and they  were  br ing ing  i iquor  across  the  r i ver .

A l l  they  had to  do  down in  tha t  Chamiza l  a rea ,  tha t  Chamiza l  i s land. . .  They

had changed the  course  o f  the  r i ver ,  mak ing  a  b ig  bend,  and cu t  across .  That

le f t  tha t  a rea  o f  Mex ico  on  th is  s ide .  [So ]  a l l  they  had to  do  was c ross

the  r i ver ,  wh ich  was usua l ly  en t i re iy  empty  o r  very  l i t t le  water .  They

wou ld  c ross  i t ,  and  they  were  s t i l l  i n  Mex ico ,  on  th is  s ide .  lThey  wou ld ]

sneak across a dry,nonexistent border and they were in El  Paso.

Wel ' l  ,  anyway, th is at torney to ' ld me that one of  their  c l ients was a

rumrunner  and they  go t  in to  a  h i jack ing  gang.  The h i jack ing  gangs were

gangs that were organized, and they woujd jump these rumrunners,  beat 'em

up or  run  them away,  and take  the i r  con t raband.  "Wel l , "  he  sa id ,  "one o f

them got  cu t  up  las t  n igh t .  Wou ld  you go  down and take  care  o f  h im? ' r  "Yes ,

I  w i i l .  Where  do  I  go?"  [He]  sa id ,  " t ^ le l l r  ]ou  go  down to  Santa  Fe St ree t

and  the  cana l ,  and  there ' l l  be  a  ca r " - -a l l  th i s  mys te r ious  ta l k - - " the re ' l l

be a car wai t ing there.  You leave your car there and the man wi l l  take

care  o f  i t .  Get  in  th is  o ther  car ,  and he ' l l  take  you where  th is  man is . "

Wel l ,  I  d id  tha t ,  and he  drove around var ious  ways ,  he  d idn ' t  take  a

d i rec t  d r ive .  F ina l l y ,  [we]  landed up  in  a  tenement  over  there .  Wel '1 ,  th is

fe l la  had. . .no tsevere  cu ts .  I  pu t  h im on the  k i tchen tab le - -we a ' lways  car r ied
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f i r s t  a id  s tu f f - -and su tured  h im up.  Then the  leader  o f  th is  rum-runn ing

gang [sa id ] ,  "How much do  I  owe you?"  And he  pu l led  ou t  a  wad o f  b i l l s

that  would choke an ox,  'cause there was good money in that  rum-running.

And I 've gorgotten what he paid me, $. |5.00 I  guess, and he gave me two

bot t les  o f  tequ i la .  Now,  I  never  d id  much dr ink ing ,  I  d idn ' t  care  fo r  the

tequ i la .  But  I  ha ted  no t  to  take  i t  because I  was  a f ra id  they  wou ' ldn ' t

t rust  me. And these Border Patrolmen and Prohibi t jon of f icers were roaming

around there .  I  was  a f ra id  i f  I  d id  take  i t ,  I ' d  ge t  caught ,  and I 'd  be

out to luck.  But I  took i t  anyway. They took me back where my car was and

tha t  was  i t .  l ' l e l l ,  I  must  have done tha t  s ix  o r  e igh t  t imes,  tha t  same

procedure.  Some of them were badly cut  up, and they'd pay me more. And no

Proh ib i t ion  o f f i cer  ever  s topped me!

l^ le11, you were lucky.

Yes .

D id  you a lso  prac t ice  med ic ine  in  Juarez?

Yeah,  I  su re  d id .

Did you cross a lot  of  t imes down there?

t^ le l l ,  the  br fdge.

How did i t  work? Did people cal l  you from over there?

Yes,  yes .  I t  was  no th ing . . .no  in te r fe rence by  au thor i t ies .  I  go t  so  I

knew them pret ty wel l .  And you'd go over the Stanton Street Br idge and come

back the old Santa Fe, the old wooden br idges. There were some foreigners
' l iv ing 

over there that were directed to come up to Juarez.  One gent leman

here, he had lef t  h is wi fe and daughter when the daughter was just  a baby.

He came over here and wanted eventual ly to l ive here.  And some steamship

company in Warsaw--they were Pol ish-- to ld the woman to take their  steamship
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pat ien t  o f  m ine .  Occas iona l ' l y  we wou ld ,  oh ,  have to  b r ing  one over

8

to

get

WAS

Tampico or  Veracruz (one of  those) ,  then come up to  Juarez and you could

in wi thout  any t roub ' le .  l , rJe l l ,  when they landed in  Juarez,  the quota

out ,  and they  were  in  t roub le ;  they  wou ldnr t  le t  'em come over .

Wel l ,  they  had a  daughter ,  a  very  b r i l l i an t  g i r l ,  and  she becamea

to have
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glasses f i t ted or dental  work or something that wasnrt  done in Juarez.  The

procedure  was s imp ' le ,  as  fa r  as  I 'm concerned.  I 'd  s imp ly  ca ' |1  the  Immigra t ion

people and say, " I  have so-and-so in Juarez,  and I  have to br ing him over

here  to  have some spec ia ' l  work  done. "  "A l l  r igh t .  You gonna br ing  h im

over ,  and  you ' re  gonna  take  h im back?"  "Yes . "  "A l l  r i gh t . "  Tha t ' s  a l l

there was to i t .  We always took 'em back, of  course. But,  they never

ques t ioned us  in  any  way,  the  au thor i t ies .

Was there a shortage of  medica' l  services in Juarez?

0h,  i t  was  poor .  I  don ' t  know whether  [ there  was a ]  shor tage,  bu t  the  we l l -

to -do  peop le  over  the re  d idn ' t . . .

They  d idn ' t  su f fe r .

No. 0f  course, they were abje to come over here-- I  mean, [ through] inf luence

or  someth ing .  And a lo t  o f  peop ' le  came over  and worked,  bu t  they  had work ing

passpor ts ,  and never  had any  t roub le .

M: Dr.  Rheinheimer,  do you recal l  the l i t t le set t lement over here on the north

s ide  tha t  they  ca l led  Stormsv i l le?

Sure  do .

What can you tel l  me about that  p lace? What do you recal l?

I t  was a set t lement up where the Rim Road is now. And the oniy way you cou' ld

get up there was a dir t  road going up Stanton Street,  then turn to the

r ight  and you were there.  There vvas no Kern Piace, none of  that ,  just  th is

R:
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sett lement on top calTed Stormsvi i le.  And I  th ink his name was Dan Storms'

the fe l la that  owned i t .  They had a church; I  don' t  remember whether they

had a grocery store.  But i t  existed there for  a long t ime, unt i l  somebody

bought  i t  and  deve loped i t ,  and  tu rned j t  in to  lo ts  and so ld  what  i s  now

the houses on Rim Road.

About how many peop'le I ived there?

0h, I  don' t  th ink too many, maybe three or four hundred.

Smal I community?

I t  [was ]  jus t  smal1 ,  yeah.

Did you ever pract ice medicine there? Did you make vis i ts?

I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t  I  d id .  Maybe a  t ime or  two,  I 'm no t  sure .  I  know I

was over there at  t imes. h ' lhether to see pat ients or just  cur iosi tyn I  don' t

know.

I  understand that was a very poor community '  too.

Yes, yes i t  was--about equal  to South El  Paso at  that  t ime. But as far  as

I  know, they had no medica' l  problems.

What were the diseases that prevai ' led in the poor sect ions of  El  Paso back

in those days?

Same tha t  p reva i led  in  the  be t te r  sec t ions- -pneumonia ,  typho id ,  and smal lpox .

0 f  course ,  these en ter i t i s ,  these in tes t ina l  d iseases  in  the  summer ,  bu t  tha t

was cleared up in the winter.  But pneumonia was our,  oh,  the worst  th ing

we had, and i t  was the old lobar pneumonia type. There were no ant ib iot ics,

no  t rea tment  o f  any  k ind ,  jus t  suppor t  the  pa t ien t  and hoped he  wou ld  l i ve .

0n the fourth or f i f th day, they had what they cal led a cr is is in that  k ind

of pneumonia-- the temperature fe l l  suddenly to normal,  f rom maybe l03o or

]04" and they became very weak. But i f  they survived the cr is is,  why, we
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h,ere happy. Then, there was typhoid fever,  that  was qui te prevelant;  and

smal i  pox.

D id  you lose  a  lo t  o f  pa t ien ts  down there?

To pneumonia,  yesi  the mortal i ty was too high--not on' ly there,  but everywhere.

But ,  o f  course ,  espec ia ' l l y  there ,  cond i t ions  wou ld  be  worse .

Yes .  But ,  oh ,  a l l  up  the  r i ver ,  they  were  dra in ing  the i r  sewage in to  the

r iver.  And there was typhoid al l  the way from here to A' lbuquerque up the

r iver va11ey. I  got  typhoid rqysel f ,  dr ink ' ing water out of  the r iver.  That

was be fore  I  was  prac t ic ing  med ic ine .

As a boy?

Yes, the year I  graduated from high school .  There was nothing down in the

r iver bottom, just  brush and trees--no houses, nothing--and we used to hunt

down there.  And the only water avai lable was that f that ]  was in the r iver.

And I  drank some one morning, and prompt iy got a mi ld case. But i t  knocked

me out  o f  a  year  o f  go ing  to  schoo l ,  med ica l  schoo l .

Now, what about venereal  d isease? Was that a problem?

l^ le l l ,  yes and no. I  never t reated too much of  i t .  I f  i t  came my way, Yes,

I  d id - -and a l i  the  doc tors .  There  Were  a  coup le  o f ,  oh ,  par t  spec ia l i s ts

in Uro' logy.  I  never cared too much about t reat ing [ i t ] ,  because i t  was

unsat is fac to ry ,  bo th  gonor rhea and syph i l i s .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  was  any  more

prevelant than i t  is  now. Course, down in the lower part  of  town, i t  was

jus t  l i ke  every th ing ,  i t  was  more  preve lan t  because they  were  no t  hyg ien ic ,

they  d idn ' t  take  care  o f  themse lves .

I  d id sonrc research in the newspapers and there was one occasion in 1931

when a prominent doctor here' in El  Paso made a statement that  the peop' le

from the other s ide of  the border coming to f l  Paso should not be al lowed
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to  c ross ,  because,  in  h is  op in ion ,  over  90  percent  o f  them car r ied  venerea l

d isease w i th  them.

We ' l i ,  t ha t ' s  a  poss ib i f i t y .  Bu t  the re  was  a  pub l j c  hea l th  se rv ice  a long

the border then, and i f  they caught 'em, they would send them back. But the

b ig  th ing  was g laucoma,  search ing  fo r  tha t .  Bu t  i f  they  had any  in fec t ious

d isease,  and they  went  th rough the  pub ' l i c  hea l th  serv ice  inspec t ion ,  i f  they

detected i t  or  caught i t ,  they cou' ldn' t  let  them over.  I  wonder who that

doctor was?

I  have h is  name in  tha t  l i t t le  newspaper  c l ipp ing .

About that  t ime we were let t ing up on our v is i ts to Juarez to see pat ients.

They were gett ing str ict  about i t .

About not let t ing you crossr lou mean?

To treat pat ients.

Who was gett ing str ict?

The Mex ican au thor i t ies .  For  ins tance there  were ,  oh ,  a  lo t  o f  Amer ican

doctors  w i th  the  min ing  compan ies  in  Mex icoo and I  guess  about  tha t  t ime

Mex ico  passed a  law requ i r ing  a  Mex ican doc tor  a lso  be  employed.  He d id  no

work ,  bu t  they  had to  sa t is fy  the  law,  these min ing  compan ies .  So they

h i red  a  Mex ican phys ic ian  to  be  ass is tan t ,  bu t  he  d id  no th ing .  Then f ina l l y ,

they required that a doctor pract ic ing [ in Mexico]  had to have a Mexico

l icense. And the requirement was that you had to graduate f rom one of  the

medica l  schoo ls  in  Mex ico ,  and then take  the  exam in  Span ish .  Wei l ,  a l l

I t
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the  doc tors  go t  ou t .  And tha t ' s  s t i l l  i n  ex is tence.

M:  We 've  had a  prob lem here  h is to r ica l l y  w i th  a i l  the  GIs  who were  s ta t ioned in

this area going over to Juarez and contract ing venereal  d isease. Have you

been c ' lose to that  problem?
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R:  No,  because i t  was  hand led  by  pub l ic  hea l th  au thor i t ies .  They  had th is

encampment down here that,  oh,  they must have had 100'000 soldiers-- th is is

World l,. lar I. They did contract venereal disease, but there was an Army

medical  ru le,  that  they had to go to a prophylact ic stat ion.  The penal ty

was qui te severe.  I f  they didn' t  report  and they developed a venereal

disease when they got back here,  they were court-mart ia led,  I  know. But

i f  they had reported to a prophylact ic stat ion and had the evidence and

deve loped venerea l  d isease,  i t  was  s imp ly  loss  o f  pay  fo r  a  cer ta in  length

of t ime, but they didn' t  court-mart ia l  them. They tr ied to be very str ict

about i t ,  but  they couldn' t  control  i t  any more than they [are]  contro ' l ' l ing

i t  now.

M:  D id  you de l i ver  a  lo t  o f  bab ies  a t  home?

R:  0h ,  a l l  o f  them!  Very  few in  the  hosp i ta l .  Very  few.

M:  When d id  you s ta r t  de l  i ver ing  k ids?

R: ldhen I  came back here in 1917. Then I  went away in the Army, but constant iy

af ter  ear ly 
. |9. |9.  

0h,  heaven sakes. We would take care of  the mother '

prenatal ,  as best we could--some of them never did report  for  examinat ion--

and del iver the baby, and of ten had to wash the baby 'cause there was no

one around there to do i t .  And we were lucky i f  we got $25.00. That was

the  s tandard  fee .  I  don ' t  remember  any  par t i cu la r  d i f f i cu l ty  dur ing  tha t

t ime. 0f  course, some of 'em we took to the hospi ta l  and del ivered them.

Incident ly,  oh,  I  guess i t  was two or three years ago, I  found a schedule

of hospi ta l  fees.  A pr ivate room was $5.00 a day, and a ward was three and

a ha l f .  That  inc ' luded med ic ines ,  board ,  and room.  And i f  they  had to

have an  opera t ion ,  the  opera t ing  room fee  was,  I  th ink ,$ . |0 .00 .  De l ivery

room,  I  th ink  i t  was  f i ve .  And tha t  was  a  hosp i ta l  r igh t  here  in  town- -

12



RHEINHEIMER

Hotel  Dieu. That was the schedule of  fees.  Can you imagine that,  compared

to now.

Quite a di f ference. Do you recal l  any special  st iuat ions that came up in

connect ion  w i th  de l i ver ing  bab ies  a t  home?

No. Usual ' ly  there was some neighbor woman or several  there to help you.

But  they 'd  ca l l ;  and  I 'd  ge t  there  to  the  house,  and there  was no th ing

ava i lab ' le .  Course ,we car r ied  ins t ruments ,  bu t  they  had to  be  bo i led ,  and

water  had to  be  bo i led  to  make i t  s te r i le .  Wel l ,  we more  or  less  had to  do

tha t  ourse l  ves .

So things genera' l ' ly  went pret ty rout inely for  you.

In  cases  l i ke  tha t?  Yes

Now, I  want to ask you some quest ions about the Depression years.  How was

El Paso hf fected here and the people that  you were close to,  del iver ing
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hea l th  care  to?

Wel l ,  i t ' s  the  same here  as  i t  was  a l l  over

so we just took care of 'em anyway and knew

get  pa id .

the  count ry - - they  cou ldn ' t  pay ,

good and wel I we weren 't gonna
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How did you support  yoursel  f?

0h, wel  1 ,  there was enough. .  .

There  was enough o f  a  vo lume o f  bus iness?

Our  o f f i ce  room ren t  was  $25.00  or  $30.00  a  month ,  and we cou ld  co l lec t

enough to pay that,  and some over.  Some people had saved money, and they

were  ab le  to  pay ,  bu t  no t  too  much.  A  lo t  o f  doc tors  jus t  cou ldn ' t  pay

the i r  ren t ,  [bu t ]  the  land lo rds  d idn ' t  pu t  them out - -wou ldn ' t  done any  good.

So they just  let  them stay,  hoping that maybe they'd pay the back rent.

I  don ' t  know how many d id  i t .  I  was  ab le  to  keep up ,  I  d idn ' t  s ta rve .  And
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most of  them were [able to earn a l iv ing]-- there was enough.

Do you recaT' l  any incidents that  stand out in your mind from that per iod?

No,  no th fng  par t i cu la r .  Course ,  we had the  Southern  Pac i f i c  hosp i ta l  work

in  our  o f f i ce ,  and we were  pa id  fo r  tha t .  They  d id  cu t  the  sa la r ies ,  bu t

then that saved the day for the few of  us that  were doing that work.  That 's

one way I  go t  a long.  The pay  wasn ' t  much,  bu t  expenses  weren ' t  much e i ther .

What about Mexican American doctors? Were there any around in those days,

in  the  la te  teens ,  ' 20s ,  ' 30s?

Yeah, they were beginning to come in about that  t ime. But before that  there

were very few. I knew three or four or f ive of 'em. They were good doctors--

no t  sc ien t i f i c ,  none o f  us  were  sc ien t i f i c  back  there .  h je  had none o f  th is

soph is t i ca ted  d iagnos ing  equ ipment  a t  tha t  t ime.  We had to  use  in tu i t ion

and exper ience and so  on  to  car ry  us  th rough.  But  we d id  fa i r l y  we1 l ,  our

mor ta i i t y  wasn ' t  too  bad,  rea l l y .

Why were there so few l4exican American doctors?

I don' t  know. 0f  course, there were doctors in Juarez.  But as I  say,  the

wel l - to-do people never patronized them, they came over here.

Did you have pat ients f rom Juarez who regular ' ly  came to see you?

Yes, yes I  d id.  And I  had pat ients that  I 'd go over there and see. Now, we

made a  lo t  o f  house ca l l s .  In  fac t ,  [even though]  I  don ' t  have much prac t ice

now anymore, some old peop' le,  they just  can' t  come to the of f ice,  and I  go

to see them; r ight  now.

You st i l l  go to see them?

Yeah.  They ' re  o ld ,  jus t  l i ke  I  am,  to t te ry  o1d fo lks .  They  jus t  can ' t  come

to  the  o f f i ce ,  tha t ' s  a l l  there  is  to  i t .  Most  o f  them go to  the  c l in ic  a t

Thomason General .  0f  course, Army people go to Beaumont.
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M: Could you tel l  me about the El  Paso County Medical  Society--how i t  got

started and how i t  has evolved over the years?

R: I t  was chartered in October,  1898. I  have a l is t  of  a l l  the doctors that

chartered i t .  There were, as I  reca11, 24 members,  and the average at tendance

per  meet ing  was,  I  th ink ,  ten .

IPau se ]

M:  Jus t  a  f ina l  ques t ion ,  Dr .  Rhe inhe imer .  The med ica l  p ro fess ion  in  E l  Paso

js much di f ferent now than i t  was back in the teens and '20s,  when you

started pract ' ic ing.  Have you seen a lot  of  improvement over the years in

med ica l  serv ices  in  E l  Paso?

R: 0h, gracious,yes. I t  hasbecome, as I  say,  a science. And [ they]  make more

soph is t i ca ted  d iagnoses  and th ings  tha t  we d idn ' t  even know about  back  there

in those days-- for  instance, brain surgery,  heart  surgery.  They're saving

a lo t  o f  l i ves  tha t  we jus t  cou ldn ' t  t rea t  [ then] .  [We]  t rus ted  to  God 's

good grace and luck to get through with i t .  But we didn' t  do too badly,  our

mortal i ty wasn' t  too bad in ordinary run of  cases. But now, they take

severe heart  cases and keep 'em going for years by heart  surgery,  and lung

surgery and al l  that .  When I  came back home--this was my home, You know--we

had very  l i t t le  x - ray  he lp ,  jus t  most ly  in  f rac tu res ;  bu t  fo r  lung  x - ray ,

s tomach and a l l  tha t ,  we d idn ' t  have i t ,  and  now they  do .  0h ,  there 's  been

a b ig  change!  I t ' s  g radua l ly  ge t t ing  more  sce in t i f i c .

A  lo t  more  hosp i ta ls  now?

Yes,  and they ' re  a l l  we l l  equ ipped- -Prov idence,  Hote l  D ieu ,  th is  new S ier ra ,

Eas twood Hosp i ta l ,  S t .  Joseph.  Southwestern  doesn ' t  have as  much sc ien t i f i c

equipment,  but  a l l  these others have heart  cathert izat ion and heart  surgery,

a l l  tha t  s tu f f .  A lso  the  Beaumont ;  o f  course ,  tha t ' s  the  bes t  equ ipped in
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town. That 's Army. Yeah" they're al l  good. The trouble is,  we just  have

too many beds r ight  now.

That 's  become a  prob lem.

Yeah. But j t 's  been somet ' imes a rather abrupt change--evolut ion rather

than a revo' lut ion.  Most procedures reported in medical  journals [were]  a l1

of a sudden. 0f  course, the work had taken several  years,  but  had not

been recorded or pr inted; and al l  of  a sudden some cl in ic or something

wou ld  come out  w i th  someth ing  new.  But  most  o f  i t  was  gradua l .

Is  there  any th ing  e lse  tha t  you 'd  l i ke  to  ta lk  about  to  conc lude th is  in te r -

v iew?

0h,  no th ing  tha t  I  [ can ]  th ink  o f  o f fhand.

I  want to thank you very much for your t ime. I t 's  been a very interest ing
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Thank you.
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