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Al ice Cummings
by Richard Estrada

March I ,  
.1978

Mrs .  Cummings ,  can  you g ive  me your  fu l l  name,  p lease?

My name is  A l i ce  B.  Sowel l  Cummings .

Where were you born,  Mrs.  Cummings?

In Van Horn, Texas.

Could you tel l  me something about your parents?

My father and mother came to Van Horn in 1903, and I  was born in 1905. And

my fa ther  was k i l led ,  supposed ly  by  h i red  k i l le rs ,  in  
. |906,  

in  0c tober .

l lhat  was your father 's fu l l  name?

George 0 'Neai  Sowel l

And your  mother?

Her  name was Maddy B i rd  Sowel l ,  la te r  Jackson.

Where was your father f rom or ig inal ly?

His people were f rom Tenessee. But he came from around Sonora and 0zona.

That 's where he came from.

In  Texas .

Yes,  in  Texas .

What had your father 's peop' le done back in Tenessee? Do you know?

No,  I  don ' t .  They  moved,  you know,  west ,  w i th  the  movement .

How about  your  mother 's  fami ly?

Wel l ,  we are  re la ted  to  the  V i rg in ia  B i rds .  And a f te r  the  C iv i l  War ,  many

of  the  B i rds  moved to  Texas .  Those tha t  had dr i f ted  south  in to  Miss iss ipp i

and Lousina came to Texas, because i t  seemed to be the least  ravaged of  a l l

the other places. And they were planters at  the t ime of  the Civ i l  War.  As

they came to Texas they did diverse things. Some of them moved to Dal las

and became f inanciers,  I  understand. Not that  I  know anything about those,

except what I  hear.  But my grandfather became a sheep rancher in the 0zona



CUIV|MINGS

E:

C:

E :

C:

C:

E :

C:

country,  and he was a founder of  that  town. And his name is on the corner-

s tone o f  the  bank ,  and maybe the  cour thouse,  I 'm no t  sure .

In  0zona?

[Yes .  ]

So ,  you  say  you ' re  d is tan t ly  re ' la ted  to  Senator  B i rd  o f  V i rg in ia?

Yes,  I  wou ld  say  so .  Cous ins- l i ke ,  because our  fa thers  began to  separa te

back in 1797. And as a matter of  fact ,  my great grandfather was born in

1797 .

t r '

C :

F .

C:

E:

In  V i rg in ia?

In  V ' i rg in ia .  No ,  no t  V i rg in ia ,  I 'm

grandson  o f  Wi l l i am B i rd  I I I .

Where  in  South  Caro l ina?

I don' t  know. And then he moved to

You ment ' ioned a wh' i le ago that your

somy-- in South Carol  ina.  He was the

Miss iss ipp i  and  mar r ied  Pr i sc i l l a  Jenk ins .

father had been ki l led perhaps by hired

E:

C:

assass ins .

Yes .

Do you know any th ing  e lse  about  the  c i rcumstances  sur round ing  th is  inc ident?

Th is  i s  wha t r  l ou  know. . . I ' ve  read  la te ly  the  [book ]  Cen tenn ia l ,  and  I

began to get a picture of  what went on back in there.  0f  course, that  was

in  Co lorado tha t  i t  happened.

What  happened in  Co lorado?

f ' le l l ,  the  b ig  land owners ,  supposed ' l y  Br i t i sh  in  tha t  [book ] ,  I  be l ieve ,  had

the whole country for  their  cat t le.  And i f  anybody came in and took up a

homestead, why, they were just  k i ' l led to get r id of  them, you know. And my

fa ther  had la id  a  c1a im down in  the  B ig  Bend,  in  what 's  ca l led  Green R iver ;

I  mean a homestead. And the rule in those days was that in order to keep
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E:

C:

C:

E :

C:

E :

E:

C :

C :

your homesteadr 3lou had to go there once a month,  and had to improve i t - -you

had to  l i ve  on  i t  and improve i t ,  you  see.  So,  once a  month  he  wou ld  go  and

i t  wou' ld take hinr a day to get thereo and he would stay there a day. And he

had a shad of  a barn and a wel l .  Then the thi rd day he would come back.

Wel l ,  on the fourth day, he didn' t  return.  And the f i f th day, they went to

f ind him, and they found only bones and other th ings that he could be

ident i f ied ,  you  know--h is  boots ,  th ings  he  had in  h is  pocket ,  and h is  tee th ,

and such as  tha t .

This was only af ter  f ive days?

Yes,  because the  varmin ts  a te  h im,  you see.

Yes .

That was very evident that  they had [done that]  and there was no trace 0f . . .

you  cou ld  f ind  no  t race  o f  any  bu l le t  o r  any  k ind  o f  fou l  p lay .  And he  was

an excel lent  horseman, so that rather ruled out that  he would have been

thrown, or on a gent le horse, besides, Vou know. So then my mother 's father,

Ben B i rd ,  f rom Ozona,  came and bu i l t  her  a  ho te l .  And she ran  th is  ho te l

fo r . . .we l l ,  a l l  o f  he r  l i f e  she  s tayed  there .

In what c i ty?

Van Horn .

In  Van Horn .

Yes. Van Horn was in El  Paso County at  the t ime I  was born,  but i t  became

Culberson  in  19 . | . | .

D id  you te11 us  a  l i t t le  wh i le  ago the  da te  o f  your  b i r th?

November  the  6 th ,  1905.
. |905. 

As a young gir l  when you were growing up, do you have recol lect ions

of your school  years there in Van Horn?



CUMMINGS

C:

E:

Yes,  I  was  there  un t i l  I  was '12 ,  and then I  went  to  San Anton io .

How many students were there in the school  that  you were going to?

0h,  there  migh t ' ve  been 50 .  Never  more  than 60  or  62 ,  a t  tha t  t ime.  That ' s

a l  I  g rades .

What  k ind  o f  e thn ic  compos i t ion  was there  in  tha t  g roup?

There were Americans, but then they were Mexicans.

0f  Mexican descent?

Yes.  And one fami ly - -no t  a  fami ly ,  jus t  a  man and h is  w i fe - -Negro .  0 ther -

w ise ,  they  were  Ang los .

E :

C:

E :

C:

E: Do you have any idea, perhaps, of  what port ion of  the school  populat ion was

Mex i can ?

C: At that  t ime the Mexicans were segregated. They had their  own school  and

they were taught by Anglo teachers.  But then they had, in their  own part

o f  town,  they  had the i r  fown schoo l ] .

What part  of  town was that,  more or less?

South .

And d id  the  B lack  ch i ld ren  go  to  schoo l?

There  were  none.  I  jus t  to ' ld  you tha t  i t  was  an  o ld  man and h is  w i fe .

Bu t  they  d idn ' t  have  any  ch i ld ren .

They had no chi ldren. So there were never,  whi le I  l ived there,  dhy Negro

ch i ld ren ,  and I  th ink  there  never  have been.  There  have been adu l ts ,  Jou

know, there f rom t ime to t ime--going through, Vou might say,  because there're

none tha t  l i ve  there .

Do you th ink  tha t  was  ou t  o f  cho ice  or  was  there  a  ru le?

No, no. As these went through my mother 's place there,  they would stop to

work,  and she gave them work al l  the t ime. And they'd stay as long as they

E

c



CUMMINGS

would,  but  they never

there.  I t  seemed that

Negro there,  Vou know.

the way that she cooked

you know.

wanted to because

to me. I  used to

And I used to go

potatoes and the

there weren' t  any other Negros

v is i t . . .Aun t  L i la  was  the  one

down, I  was very fascinated with

ch ickens .  And  jus t . . . I  t  i ked  her ,

Do you have any idea where she was from?

Haven ' t  any  idea.  They  ca i led  themse jves

took their  name as " f ree manr" you know,

Do you suspect that  they were ex-slaves?

Yes,  I 'm sure ,  they  were  most  1 ike1y  the

sl  avery.

Freeman. So I  just  suppose they

as  L i la  and  Ca lv in  F reeman.

C:

ch i ld ren  o f  s laves ,  had come f rom

Did you ever wi tness or hear about any incidents of  v io lence between the

di f ferent ethnic groups there,  sdy between the Mexicans and the Anglos?

Not any. l , le got along very wel l .  There was a ,  Vou know, a di f ference.

Jus t  l i ke  tha t  i f  we needed someth ing  tha t  they  cou ld  do . . .  And they  had the

Cathol ic Church. But i f  we needed them, my mother would say,  "Go to Mexican

Town and go and see if you can find_," or whatever that she wanted

to do. They wene diversi f ied,  they had their  own stores.  And whenever we

needed music,  we asked them to play for  our dances and they p ' layed a gui tar

and v io l in  and somet imes a  c la r ine t .  And we have, jancednany mi les  to  tha t .

Personal ly,  there was not any.. . they were respected peop' le.  But there was

tha t ,  you  know. . . i t  wasn ' t  any  fee l ing ,  i t  was  jus t  fac t .  And I  l i ved  across

the val ley f rom some Mexican chi ldren, and I  was very fascinated with their

c rea t iveness  in  mak ing  do ' l ' l  houses- -g i11s  they  were ,  d id  tha t - -and cook ies ,

the i r  k ind  o f  cook ies .  (Chuck les )

What was the occasion of  your going to San Antonio?F .



CUMMINGS

C:  Wel l ,  I  th ink  my mother  was a lways  in te res ted  grea t ly  in  educat ion .  I f

somebody came to  Van Horn  tha t  cou ld  teach. . .we ca l led  i t  E locu t ion  a t  the

t ime, or Music--piano--she always saw that we got the advantage of  their

teach ing .  And Van Horn ,  they  taught  ch i ld ren  as  fas t  as  they  cou ld  go .

Wel l ,  a t12 ,  and I  was  go ing  to  be  13  in  November ,  I  was  ready  fo r  h igh

schoo l .  And  she  fe l t  l i ke . . .we11 ,  mos t  o f  those  tha t  were  ab le  to  go

were sent away. And I went to my aunt who lived in San Antonio. My brother

and I ,  we went to Brackenr idge High and graduated from there.  And i t 's

s t i l l  ve ry ,  ve ry . . .one  o f  the i r  bes t  schoo ls .

More or less what years were you in San Antonio?

I graduated in 1921. So, I  guess I  was there three years. I  graduated in

E

c

E

c

three years.

. l9. |9,  you got there?

Yes.  So,  we have to  count  back ,  I 'm no t  a  good mathemat ic ian  a t  th is  po in t .

(  Chuck l  es  )

There at  Brackenr idge, could you tel l  me more or jess what the ethnic com-

pos i t ion  o f  tha t  h igh  schoo l  was?

WeI l ,  there  were  a l l  k inds ,  I  th ink .  t , r je  d fdn ' t  no t ice  any  or ien ta ls ,  bu t  there

were Negros and l4exicans and Anglos.

So, that  school  was integrated?

Yes ,  i t  was ,  a t  tha t  t ime .

Th is  i s  somewhat  unusua l ,  i sn ' t  i t ,  fo r  tha t  t ime in  Texas?

Yes.  Wel i ,  I  never  thought  any th ing  about  i t ,  you  know,  a t  the  t ime.  And

there  were  no t  a  lo t  o f  them.  I  th ink  they  jus t  d idn ' t  go  to  schoo l ,  Vou

know,  i s  what  I  th ink .  But  there  were  a  few o f  the  B lacks ,  and Mex icans

went.  I  never could te l l  any di f ferent,  mysel f .

C :

E

C

E

c



E:

C:

E :

C:

CUMMINGS

E:

C:

F .

C:

Did  you know o f  any  h igh  schoo ls  in  San Anton io  tha t  were  exc lus ive ' l y  B lack

or  exc lus ive ly  Mex ican or  exc lus ive ly  wh i te?

No, I  d idn' t .  There were a good many schools there,  a great many Cathol ic

schoo ls ,  and s t i l l  a re .  And I  went  to  a  jun io r  co l lege there  ca l led  Westmore-

land bu t  i t  was  paroch ia l ,  Method is t .

Now, when you were at tending high school  there,  d id you ever wi tness or

feel  any abrasions between these ethnic groups?

Not  a  b i t .  We had  the  mos t  exce i len t . . .and  I  th ink  i t ' s  s t i l l  so '  tha t

Brackenr idge H igh  Schoo l ,  o f  any  in  the  who le  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  the i r  d isc ip l ine ,

the way that they went,  they just  fe l l  into i t .  They had good school  spir i t .

And when we came out we kept to the right. And no, it was a happy time.

D id  you ever  w i tness  any  in te r - rac ia ' l  da t ing  or  in te r -e thn ic  da t ing  a t  tha t

t ime?

No,  I  d idn ' t .

Each group kept pret ty much to i tsel f?

Yes,  I  guess  they  d id .  I  ius t  d idn ' t  pay  any  a t ten t ion  to  i t ,  you  know.

And there vlas no problem, as far as I know.

So,  a f te r  you  f in ished h igh  schoo ' l ,  VOU went  to  iun io r  co l1ege.

E :

C:

t r .

C:

E:

C:

Yes .

At Westmorelando you say?

Westmore land.  I t ' s  now Tr in i ty  Un ivers i ty .

l  and Col 
' lege 

.

How long were you there?

Two years. Then I went to Sul Ross another

at  that  t jme. But I  wanted this permanent

got there a year and a summer. And then I

But at  that  t ime i t  was Westmore-

year ,  bu t  i t  was  a  iun io r  co1 ' lege

cer t j f i ca te  in  teach ing  wh ich  I

taught two years,  then I  marr ied.



E:

C:

E :
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E:

C:

E :

C:

E :

And for ten years or more I  d idn' t  teach. Then I  went back to school  at

Co l lege o f  Mines ,  a t  the  t ime.  And go t  my B.A.  in  '46 .  And in  '50  I  go t

a masters degree.

Af te r  you  mar r ied ,  d id  you a lways  l i ve  in  E l  Paso?

No.  I r le  l i ved  f i rs t  a  l i t t le  wh i le  in  Van Horn ,  then we l i ved  a  l i t t le  wh i le

in  A lp ine ,  Texas .  And then we l i ved  in  Ba lmorhea,  Texas ,  severa l  years ,and

then in Pecos some years. Then we moved back to Van Horn for two years,

then we moved here in '42.

What brought you to El  Paso in '42?

We1l ,  the  War .  We were  in  a  f i l l i ng  s ta t ion  and cour t  there  in  Van Horn .

And the I ' lar threw a cartwheel in that: lou know. So, then my husband came

up here  w i th  the  E l  Paso C i ty  L ines .  I t  wasn ' t  C i ty  L ines ,  i t  was  E ' l  Paso

Electr ic Company at  the t ime. And he was there as long as he was able.  Then

when he was no  longer  ab le  to ,  he  was superv isor  o f  the  l ines .  And they  sa id

he had ar te r ia l  sc le ros is  and tha t  he  migh t  b lack  ou t  a t  any  t ime.  So,  he

took  a  job  a t  the  Popu lar  in  the  Men 's  Depar tment .

So he worked for the Schwartz fami ly.  Aren' t  they the ones that owned the

Popu l  a r?

Schwartz, .v€s.  Yes, he worked there for  several  years and then he ret i red.

And  d idn ' t  l i ve . . .he  d ied  in  ' 64 .

Where were you in I 91 5?

In  Van Horn .

Now,  le t ' s  see ,you were  born  in  1905.

Yes .

And you l i ved  in  Van Horn  un t i l  about  
.1919.

Yes ,  I  d id .

t r .

C:

C:
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A S

the

F .

C:

Therefore,

ra ids  and

a young g' i r l ,  you must 've heard some things re ' lated to border

I '1ex ican Revol  ut ion.

E :

C:

Yes,  I  d id .  In  fac t ,  we I  i ved  in  fear .  Th ' i s  ' i s  the  main  th jng  I  remembern

is the great fear and dread that we had of  the th ings that went on. They

never  came to  Van Horn ,  bu t  we 'd  go  to  bed a t  n igh t  w i thout  l igh ts  because

we were  a f ra id  tha t  l igh ts  migh t  a t t rac t  them or  tha t  they  cou ld  f ind  the

p1ace.  And i t  was  a  very  smal l  town.

What  was the  genera ' l  fee l ing  as  to  wh ich  fac t jon  was respons ib le  fo r  these

border raids?

Wel l ,  everybody l5u ig  Pancho V i l la ,  you  know.  0 f  course ,  he  was the  b ig

name.  And o f  course ,  he  was respons ib le  fo r  a l l  the  dread and temor  tha t

we exper ienced. And to me he is not a hero.  And anybody that says he is,  I

have  a  g rea t  fee l ing  o f  doub t .  And  j f  he  d id  any  las t ing  good ,  I ' ve  never

been  ab le  to  see  i t ;  bu t  then  o f  course ,  tha t ' s  my  las t ing  fee l ing .

What  do  you base these fee l ings  upon? Upon your  exper iences  as  a  young g i r ' l?

Yes.  Read tha t  l ' i t t l e  th ing  r igh t  there .

0kay.

Mrs .  D.B.  Jackson,  tha t  was  my mother .  You want  to  tu rn  tha t  o f f  a  minu te?

Okay ,  i ' l l  t u rn  i t  o f f .

The art ic le to whjch Mrs.  Cummjngs makes reference js taken from the l r lest

fexi f  Times, Thursday, March 4,  1976. The West Texas I Ig!-  is  publ  ished in

Van Horn .  The per t ' inen t  sec t ion  o f  the  ar t i c le  says ,  and I  quote :

In  the  days  o f  Pancho  V i l l a ' s  ra ids ,  Van  Horn  had  i t s
anx ious  moments .  Repor ts  o f  V i l la ' s  whereabouts  came in  to
Van Horn by te1 egraph at  the T and P depot.  A report  came
over the wires that  Van Horn was to be raided. The men of
the town gathered guns and ammunit ion to defend the town.

s!.7

t r .

C :

E :

C :

E :

Enu
t r .
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That night Mrs.  Jackson stood on her north porch about 2:00
a.m.  w i th  her  two smal l  daughters  c ' l ing ing  to  her  sk i r ts  to
watch for anyone who might come in f rom the south.  A lone
r ider came in f rom the south on horseback. Mrs.  Jackson
cal led out,  "Who goes there?" She had no weapon of  any
kind to defend herse' l f .  A l t lexican man who l ived in Van Horn
answered,  " f  am Lu is ,  Mrs .  Jackson.  I  have come to  he lp . "
Pancho V i l la ' s  ra iders  d id  no t  come to  Van Horn  tha t  n igh t .
They  ra ided Noga les ,  Ar izona ins tead.

Mrs .  Cummings  expresses  a  cer ta in  amount  o f  d isbe l fe f  as  to  whether

a  ra id  on  Noga ' les  ac tua l l y  took  p lace  by  the  V i l l i s tas .  Of f -hand,  I

don ' t  know o f  any  tha t  took  p lace  there .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  add tha t  th is

ar t i c le  was about  Mrs .  D.B.  Jackson.  Mrs .  Jackson was the  mother  o f  the

subject  of  th is interview. She remarr ied in 
. l908. 

In order to c lar i fy

the  f i rs t  par t  o f  the  in te rv iew,  I 'd  I  i ke  to  read a  por t ion  o f  the  ar t i c le .

Mrs.  D.B. Jackson was born in Limestone County,  Texas.
She was the daughter of  Benjamin F.  Bird and Sarah Foster
B i rd .  She was a  d i rec t  descendant  o f  the  B i rds  o f  V i rg in ia
and was related to Harry Flood Bird and Robert  Bird,  who is
present ly a member of  the U. S. Senate.  The Bird homestead,
known as Westover,  st i l l  s tands on the James r iver near
R ichmond,  V i rg in ia .  I t  i s  a  co lon ia l  showp ' lace .  Mrs .  Jack -
son a t tended Be l l  P la ins  Co l lege and Bay ' lo r  Un ivers i ty .  She
taught  schoo l  in  the  h i l l  count ry  o f  Texas .  In  1900 she was
marr ied to George Sowel l .  They moved to Culberson County in
the  ear ly  

. |900s .  
To  th is  mamiage were  born  th ree  ch i ld ren ,

W.F.  Sowe]1 ,  Henry  Sowel l  and A l i ce  Sowel l  Cummings .  In. l906, 
George Sowel ' l  d ied.  As a young widow Mrs.  Jackson

bui l t  the f i rst  hotel  in Culberson County on the si te where
the K-Part  Shop and the Empress Beauty Salon now stand.

Mrs .  Cummings ,  what  was the  preva ' len t  op in ion  about  Pancho V i l la?

Wel l ,  in  Van Horn ,  jus t  h is  name meant  te r ro r ,  Vou know.  He was a  ra ider ,

a desperado; and any of  the good things that he may have done escaped us

ent i re ' l y ,  because we d idn ' t  th ink  o f  h im as  any th ing ,  except . . .  And

espec ia l l y  a f te r  the  Co lumbus Ra id ,  tha t  jus t  was  the  wors t  th ing  tha t

cou ld ' ve  happened .

D id  anybody  ever  bo ther  to  f i nd  ou t  V i l l a ' s  ac t i v i t i es - -h is  po l i t i ca l  and



CUMMINGS

soc ia l  ac t i v i t ies  in  Mex ico?

C:  No,  they  d idn ' t .  They  were  jus t  a f ra id  tha t . . .  There  were  ra ids  a long the

border.  And one night here,  that 's Ed Nevi l  r ight  there.  You may not need

to  read  i t  a l l .

Mrs.  Cummings has shown me a book cal led The History of  Van Horn in Culberson

County ,  Texas ,  by  Rosa l ie  Wi ley ,  pub l i shed in  Here ford ,  Texas ,  in  1973.  0n

page 1  42  o f  tha t  book ,  there  is  a  b r ie f  b iograph ica l  ske tch  o f  one Ed Nev i l  ,

[whose son] was ki l led by lv lexican marauders dur ing the Mexican Revolut ion.

Mrs.  Cummings, among the many f igures of  importance who were act ive

aTong the border was one Pascual  0rozco. I  understand that you had ocassion

to  see h is  body  a f te r  he  was k i l led .

Yes, we got word,  and I  don' t  remember how, but that  there were l4exican

of f i cers  in  the  county ,  in  Cu lberson County  south ,  there .  And i t ' s  a

vas t - -s t i l l  i s - - jus t  w i lderness .  And so ,  o f  g rea t  fear ,  they  fo rmed a

posse from Van Horn and also Sierra Blanca. And they went out and ki l led

these f ive of f icers.  Now, there is some word that they were k i ' l1ed by

Rangers .  Wel l , there  migh t ' ve  been Rangers  among them in  the  posse,  bu t  i t

was a sher i f f 's  posse. And they were al l  f ive shot and brought to Van

Horn and la id on the lawn of  the courthouse. And I  saw al l  f ive of  them

wi th  b ra ins  ou t ,  you  know,  f rom the i r  head.  A  gory  scene fo r  a  l i t t le  b i t t y

g i r l  ,  bu t  we d idnr t  fee l  l i ke  tha t  i t  was  such a  temib le  th ing , to  see

these monsters k i l  I  ed,  .you know.

Were they actual ly shot in the head?

Yes, they were shot in the head. And I  know there was conjecture as to

who i t  m igh t  be .  They  though t ,  "We l l ,  i t  i sn ' t  Pancho  V i l l a . "  And  so ,

then they shipped those bodies to El  Paso, or away. And the word was, my

11
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father,  I  heard him say, that  i t  was an of f icer cal led Orozco, Pascual

Orozco. They were al l  of f icers,  they had these leather leggins in their

uni forms,.you know. And you couid te l l  that  they were of f icers.  And they

had maps of  the country.  And we don' t  know what their  object  was, except

tha t  they  were  k i l led .

Now,  you sa id  they  were  shot  in  the  head.  Th is  i s  an  in te res t ing  po in t .

Were al l  of  them shot in the head or just  a couple or maybe one?

Wel l ,  the  one tha t  was  on  the  end was,  tha t  I  saw.  And I  cou ldn ' t  te l l

you  wh ich  one was 0rozco.  That ' s  the  word  tha t . . .my fa ther  was deputy  there .

This would be your stepfather.

Yes ,  ny  s tep fa ther .  Wel '1 ,  he 's  the  on ly  fa ther  I  ever  knew.  So. . .

But lega' l ly  he was your stepfather.

He was' lega' l ly  my stepfather and I  a ' lways went by the name of Sowe' l l  and

his name was Jackson. But he was very wei l  respected and we feel  l ike that

he was a great man in the way of  being a father to us.

Do you recal l  what he said about th is incident,  th is 0rozco incjdent?

No.  He was a  grea t  te l le r  o f  s to r ies ,  bu t  when i t  came t ime to  be  qu ie t ,

he  was very  te rse ,  very  qu ie t .  For  ins tance,  the  sher i f f  was  k i l led  in

front of  the housen and we were at  the supper table--you see, th is house

being this hotel  on the main street.  And the customers had gone and we

were having our dinner.  And we heard the shot when we were going to go to

see. And he said,  "Come back here and si t  down." And everybody in town

had to be witness to that  except us.  I , ' le didn' t  see i t .

A l i t t le whi le ago you used the word "monsters" to descr ibe these people.

Is that  the way you fel t  and everybody else fe l t  about these people?

We. l I ,  tha t ' s  the  word  we use today .  Then i t  was  Pancho V i l la ,  and you

E:
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couldn' t  say anythfng worse than that.  And anybody that came over t , r las

Pancho V i l la .  And we hpped i t  was .

Later on, did you ever hear anybody talk about that  0rozco incident?

No,  I  never  d id .

So you have no knowledge of ,  say,  exact ly why they were k i l led,  what the c i r -

cumstances were and so forth?

No,  I  don ' t .  The on ' l y  th ing  is  tha t  they  were  r id ing  in  te r r i to ry  where

they weren' t  supposed to be. And I  have of ten asked mysel f  that--what

jus t i f i ca t ion  they  cou ld  have fo r  jus t  go ing  and shoot ing  those men.  However ,

they were armed, of  course, and nobody ever l ived in that  part  of  the

count ry  tha t  wasn ' t  a rmed- - i f  fo r  no th ing  e lse ,  fo r  ra t t lesnakes .  No,  I

never  heard .  But  I  have had th is  l i t t le  tw inge o f  consc ience about  the

atomic  bomb and the  k i l l i ng  o f  Orozco.

Do you have any knowledge of  any l iv ing person that may have a greater amount

of  inforomat ion to give us on the ci rcumstances of  Orozco's death?

No.  My bro ther  cou ld 've  to ld  you,  bu t  he  d ied  in  January  o f  th is  year .  He

[was]  qu i te  knowledgeab le  o f  a l l  k inds  o f  th ings  and had [a ]  very  c lear ,

good head. But he is not here and I  don' t  know of anybody else.  This woman

that wrote th is graduated in the same class.  Now he graduated from high

school  in Van Horn. And Rosal ie Wi ley,  there were three in the graduat ing

c lass ,and she was one o f  them.  So she is  s t i l l  a l i ve  and she wro te  th is

book. Now, she is not an educated person any farther than that high school

educat ion,  and I  thought she did a wonderful  job.  I  know that most of  the

th ings  in  here ,  I  don ' t  agree  w i th  th im,  Vou know,  s l igh t ' l y ;  bu t  never the less ,

you can' t  refute those pictures that she has gathered through those years.

And i t  was a wonderful  ef for t ,  nobody else had ever done i t .

C:

E:

C:
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And where does Mrs.  Wi ' ley l ive?

I t ' s  M iss  Wi ley - -she 's  s t i l l  M iss  Wi ley - -and  she  l i ves  in  Van  Horn .  And  see ,

this is the hotel  that  my grandfather bui l t  for  my mother.  And this is

D.B.  Jackson,  and tha t ' s  my mother .  And tha t ' s  me r igh t  there .

What year was that picture taken?

Wel l ,  I  guess  I  was  four ,  f i ve .

Do you know Miss Wi ley?

Yes,  qu i te  we l ' l  .

I  just  might make a t r ip out to Van Horn to ta lk to her.

A l l  r igh t .  I 'm sure  she is  very  easy  to  ta lk  to .  [Shows Mr .  Es t rada another

p ic tu re . l  That ' s  the  ins ide  o f  tha t  ho te l  and tha t ' s  my daddy ta lk ing  on

the telephone.

Let 's see. Did you constant ' ly  hear about these border raids Mrs.  Cummings?

Wel l ,  we were  in  cons tan t  fear  o f  them,  .vou  know,  un t i l ,  we l ' l  ,  I  th ink ,  Per -

sh' ing came along and maybe rel ieved the si tuat ion somewhat.  I  don' t  know

what  he  d id .

What was the react ion there in Van Horn when you al l  found out about the

Columbus Ra id?

Wel l ,  th is  I  don ' t  remember .  That  i t  was  jus t  par t  o f  the  who le  th ing ,  tha t

i t  was  the  c l imax on  the  a t roc i t ies .

Mrs.  Cunmings, you stated that there was the general  bel ief  in your fami ly

that your real  father had been ki l ' led because had set up a homestead in

that area.

[Yes .  ]

Was the homestead there in Van Horn?

No, i t  was down by the Green River.
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Green River Canyon?

Yes. And that 's down south of  Marfa.

That  happens to  be  where  Orozco was ac tua l l y  k i l led ,  wasn ' t  i t?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .

The books say that.

I t  m igh t  be  in  tha t  genera1. . .you  know tha t  I  am not  fami l ia r  w i th  the

terrain down in there.  And I  must say that for  many years,  that  I  just  had

a vague idea as to where this place was. And I  would say in the last  few

years that . . .qy brother 's a surveyor,  and he was showing me on a map where

i t  was ,  th is  Green R iver .  And i t ' s  in  south  par t  o f  [ the  g ig  Bend area ] .

I t  cou ld  be  t rue  tha t  f lOrozco]  was  k i l ied  there .

t^ le l  I  ,  that 's what I  read .  That 's what I  read.

Yes ,  i t  m igh t  be  so .

Let me ask you, who were the Targer ranchers in that  area at  the t ime? Do

you have any  reco l lec t ion?

Wel l ,  J im Daugher ty - - le t ' s  see  i f  he  cou ld ' ve  been .

The reason I  was asking is that  I 've had informat ion f rom some of Pascual

0rozco 's  re la t i ves  in  C iudad Ch ihuahua tha t  Pascua l  knew a t  leas t  one

prominent rancher in the area, Anglo American rancher,  there in the Van Horn

area,  o r  maybe south .  And I  wou ld  l i ke  to  es tab l i sh  the  name o f  th is  person.

Wel l ,  do  you know i t?

No,  I  don  ' t .  I  don  ' t .

Wel l ,  I  know a  grea t  many ranchers .

I 'm to ld  a lso  tha t  th is  par t i cu la r  rancher  perhaps  had so ld  mules  to  Pascua l

0rozco's father.  This because 0rozco's father was sort  of  muleteer and a

merchant at  the same t ime, coming a1l  the way from western Chihuahua up to
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Frank l in  in  the  1880s,  what 's  today  E l  Paso.  And tha t  he  wou ld  buy  mules

over in that  area. You know of any people that  special ized in mu' les and

so forth?

Mules? No.  Everybody had the i r  mu les  in  those days ,  the i r  work  mules .  And

of course, that 's what they were. And horses. But I  donrt  know anybody that

spec ia l i zed  in  them.  I t  m igh t ' ve  been tha t  they  ga thered them,  you know,

and sold them that way from di f ferent ones. And down in there,  I  haven' t

been able to straighten out my mind about the Green River s i tuat ion and my

father,  and the ranchers that  are in that  sect ion.  Nevi l  was down there.

Is there any chance that there were st i l l  problems of  th is nature,  problems

of  the  na ture  tha t  apparent iy  cos t  your  fa ther 's  l i fe ,  occur ing ,  say ,

between I 91 0 and 1920?

Not that  bad. Because there didn' t  seem to be any homesteading, they were

al l  pret ty wel ' l  set t led by the t ime that I  was aware. And i t  was bought and

fenced and stocked, anything that I  knew anything about.

So,  you wou ld  th ink  tha t  your  fa ther 's  s i tua t ion  may have been an  iso la ted

inc ident?

This,  I  must answer in th is way-- that  he was a very energet ic person, and

he wou ld  r ide  f rom one end o f  the  county  to  the  o ther  do ing  var ious  th ings ,

And he wanted to get ahead and be a rancher.  And he did owrt  qui te a bi t

o f  ca t t le ;and I  don ' t  know tha t  he  owned so  many.  He brought  severa l  thousand,

2,000 to be [exact]--not several--2,000 head of  cat t le to that  country.

But they were not his,  he brought them for a cat t le company. But he had

horses and catt le of  h is own. And those ear ly days was very hard on men.

You hear about them being hard on women. But he was ki l led l ike that ,  he was

k j l led  some way,  because he  was a l i ve  one day  and f i ve  days  la te r  he  was

C:
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completely gone. And there was another man who, down by the Rio Grande,

was lost  in the qufcksand. And another one fel l  of f  of  a windmil l  tower

and k i l led  h imse l f  tha t  way .  And i t  seemed l i ke  tha t  men rea l l y  had a

rough t ime l i v ing ,  surv iv ing  in  those days .  So,  I  know tha t  par t i cu la r  k ind

of th ing,  I  don' t  know of any other.  I  just  know that my mother always

thought  so ,  bu t  the  law west  o f  the  Pecos  was someth ing  to . . .we l l . . .

F ron t ie r  jus t i ce .

Fron t ie r  jus t i ce  i s  r igh t .  And maybe no  ius t i ce .  There  was no  look ing  fo r

any th ing  I  i ke  tha t .

Now,  you 've  l i ved  here  in  E l  Paso s ince  about  1942.  Is  tha t  r igh t?

Yes ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .

To your mind, what major changes have taken place in the character of  th is

border c i ty?

Il lell, there seem to be a great many more Mexicans than there ever were.

E :

C:

E :

Say, for  instance, the school  over here where my boys went to

school .  In the school  of  seven or eight hundred there would be

Mexicans. And now, then, i t 's  reversed. There would be maybe

there ,  and the  res t  a re  Mex icans .  And i t ' s  a  b ig  schoo l .  And

the  b igges t  change has  been in  educat ion .

Because of  th is di f ferent rat io of  one ethnic group to another?

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  qu i te . . . I  don ' t  know what  b rough t  i t  on .

Yes .

25 or 30

25 Ang los

I  would say

I  am a teacher.

E :

C:
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C: I  taught

And Alamo

When you

Yes,  and

f i rst  grade in Alamo School  for  30 years,  more than 30 years.

School  was near ly al l  Mexican American.

arr ived there?

a' lways. And i  t  st i  l ' l But there might be one or two di f ferent



CUMMINGS l8

E:

C:

ones. And then when they changed and integrated the Negros, there never were

very great many of  those in that  [school ] ,  but  they came i f  they wanted to,

of  course, you know. But there were never more than, I 'd say,  f ive or s ix

in the school ,  and maybe one or two Anglos.  Most of  them were Mexicans.

And the compulsory school  law, they began to enforce f t .  The reason for

th is  i s  because the  s ta te  began to  pay  the  schoo ls  on  the  A.D.A. ,wh ich  was

Average Dai ly Attendance. So they real1y beat the bushes, and then's

when the Mexicans began to come to schoo'l better than they had before. And

they  came o f  a l1  ages .  Wel l ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  I  taught  bas ics ,  because tha t ' s

the only way I  could teach.

Three R 's?

The Three R's.  And of  course, I  had a modern view because I  was going to

schoo l  and teach ing  schoo l ,  and keep ing  house about  l i ke  I  do  now.  (Laugh ing)

But I  had three sons. And the thing that I  wanted to do was to teach them

to think and teach them to want to read, and then other basics.  And that

was ny  who le  ph i losophy o f  teach ing .  I  cou ld  teach mus ic  and ar t ,  wh ich  I

d id ,  and a t  f i r s t  my own P.E.

What do you think you fared in teaching these young Mexican kids?

Wel l ,  I  was  very  sa t is f ied  w i th  i t ,  and  I  joved them very  much.  And th is

pas t  Chr is tmas one ca l led  me and he  sa id ,  " I  am Fernando Car r i l l o . "  He sa id ,

"Do you remember me?" And I  said,  "Yes."  0f  cour-se,  who would say no, for

goodness sake. But I  d idn' t  remember the name. And he said,  "You were the

best teacher that  I  ever had. I  am now head of  social  studies in Los Angeles,"

or somewhere out there in Cal i fornia.  And he played with the Cowboys in

Texas .  He sa id  he  wasn ' t  a  g rea t  s taq  bu t  a t  S immons,  i s  i t ,  tha t  the

Cowboys are?
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You mean i n col 
' l  
ege ?

I  don ' t  know.  When he d id  go  to  co l ' lege ,  he  was one o f  the . . .

Maybe Hardjn Simmons?

Yes, I  th ink so.  And he sa' id,  "Do you remember that  you bought me a pair

o f  shoes . "  And  I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  I  d idn ' t  remember  th i s .  Bu t  then  th is  i s

no use to say no, because I  d id buy shoes. That was before f ree lunches

and such as  th is .  He sa id ,  "And you pa id  my supp ly  fee  and le t  me do l i t t le

jobs  and pay  i t  back . "  And he ,  bo .y ,  he  was very  p ro fuse  in  h is . . .

Grat i  tude.

Yes.  And he  sa id  tha t  he  wou ld  keep in  touch w i th  me.  Now,  tha t ' s  the  bes t

Christmas present that  I  ever received. And I  hope that I  do get to see

him sometime. I 'm sure that i f  I  saw him I  would remember h ' im, you know.

But  there 's  so  many Fernandos,  and usua l ly  I  don ' t  ge t  fami l ia r  w i th  the

las t  name.

E:  Sure ly ,  you  must 've  been ab le  to  d iscern  what  soc io -economic  s ta tus  most  o f

these chi ldren came from.

[ , . le l l ,  yes.  They were.. .some of  them were real ly hungry.  But they were

a lways  qu i te  c lean.  Th is  I  no tedr  lou  know.  But  i f  I  cou ld  see a  ch i ld

who was hungry,  that  needed food, I  would immediate ' ly  get i t ,  because that

was  par t  0 f . . .

Was there  a  mechan ism fo r  do ing  th is  o r  was  i t  en t i re ' l y  on  your  own in i t ia t i ve?

Wel l ,  no ,  there  was no t  a  mechan ism a t  tha t  t ime.  [Lunch cos t ] ,  what?- -250

or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  Vou  know.  And  o f  course ,250  was  qu i te  a  b i t .

Ac tua l l y  two b i ts .

Yes ,  two b i ts .  (Laughs)  Two b i ts ,  and tha t ' s  what

not [a mechanism] at  that  t ime. And I  would rather

i t

i t

was. And there was

wou ld 've  been tha t



CUMMINGS 2A

E:

C:

E :

way than for my taxes to have

Yes .

And they were of  low economic

Do you remember,  for  example,

the parents of  these chi ldren?

grown so ,  and to  feed a  who le  schoo l .

cond i t ion  there .

what  were  the  occupat ions ,  more  or  1ess ,  o f

Wel l ,  they worked for Phelps Dodge and they worked for Peyton Packing

Company. And some of them, as t ime went on, they got so that they owned

someth ing  l i ke  say ,  oh ,  a  laundromat ,  on  a  smal l  sca le .  And some o f  them

worked for White Sands. And they were al l  jobs,  you know. There were not

many Mexican teachers at  that  t ime. In fact ,  there were just  a few.

To what do you at t r ibute that?

I  don' t  know. I  th ink that  the Mexicans themselves, as they became educated,

this having to goo Fea: l ized that that  was a good source of  income. As years

went on i t  became better than most jobs.  And I  th ink that  as they became

educated, wh!,  they took over,  so to speak. And I  know our school ,  say

from one or two Mexicans, was more than hal f  when I  qui t - - teachers.

Were most of  the teachers in the elementary schools in El  Paso at  that  t jme

Ang' lo Ameri  cans ?

I know they were at that t ime when I started teaching there, because there

were  very  few. . .

Not  to  be labor  the  po in t ,  bu t  wou ld  you say  tha t  th is  was due to  the  lack

o f  educat ion  and qua l i f i ca t ions  on  the  par t  o f  the  Mex icans ,  o r  was  i t  dueo

perhaps ,  to  an  unspoken sys temat ic  d jsc r im ina t ion  aga ins t  Mex icans?

l^ le l l ,  I  never  fe l t  th is  d isc r im ina t ion  myse l f ,  so  I  wou ldn ' t  say  tha t .  I

thought  tha t  i t  was  the  lack  o f  qua l i f i ca t ion ,  because as  they  became qua l i -

f ied they became teachers. And I know some of my very good friends were
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t r .

Mexican American teachers,  Vou know.

Were there ever any stages at  which there evolved a certain bel l jgerence on

the part  of  these Mexican American teachers as they became assimi lated into

the El  Paso Publ  ic  School  System?

No,  I  don  ' t .

In any demonstrat ions,  dny demands, dhV pet i t ions,  anything of  that  nature?

No teachers ,  no t  tha t  I  know o f .  I  fe l t  qu i te  an  an imos i ty  f rom Mr .  Ca l le ros ,

C leo fas  Ca l le ros .  0h ,  I  ha ted  to  hear  h im speak.  He was very  ug ly .  But

I  fe l t  sor ry  fo r  h im too ,  because I  fe l t  i i ke  he  migh t ' ve  been hur t  somewhere

in  h is  t raveJs  and  h is  go ing  abou t .  Bu t  he  was  very . . .

You say  an imos i ty .  What  was the  na ture  o f  th is  an imos i ty?

l^ le l '1 ,  he  accused the  Ang los  o f  d isc r im ina t ion .  And he  d id  i t  to  a  g rea t

extent and he did i t  in f ront  of  Angio teachers,  because they were most ly

Ang l  os .

What were the ocassions?

l^Je l l ,  he  was asked to  speak ,  be ing  a  h is to r ica l  man.  He was asked to  speak

because he had respect in that  respect.  So he was asked to speak at  the

Trans-Pecos  Convent ion  o f  Teachers  one t ime.  And he  go t  o f f  on  th is  bus iness

of  d isc r im ina t ion ,  and how the  schoo ls  in  Juarez  were  so  much be t te r  than

the  ones  over  here .  That  he  had been taught ,  he  knew the  mul t ip l i ca t ion  tab les

and everything in the f i rst  grade when he was six years old,  in .Juarez.

Because he'd gone to school  over there?

Yeah.  And he  sa id  th is  was no t  so  over  here .  t ^ le l l ,  bu t  he  jus t  be l i t t led

the  who le  s i tua t ion ,  wh ich  was no t  a  good th ' ing  fo r  h im to  do .

D id  he  have a  par t i cu la r  suppor t?

Wel l ,  the  Mex icans  d id  l i ke  h im,  you  know.
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For  say ing  those th ings?

I  don ' t  know fo r  say ing  those th ings ,  bu t  they  l i ked  h im,  anyway.

Now, are your reservat iomabout the man based on those part icular statements

or on a genera' l  appearance, his genera' l  personal i ty?

Not  any th ing  about  h is  genera l  persona l i t y .  He looked ra ther "  I 'd  say ,

Negro more than Mexican to me. But then I ,  that  d idn' t  make any di f ference

e i ther .  I  haven ' t  any  an imos i ty  about  tha t  s i tua t ion .  I t ' s  ius t  when

somebody makes statements that  are not necessar i ly  t rue and are combust ib le.

I  understand.

And I  must say I  never read anything that he wrote,  but  I  never heard him

make a decent ta lk,  because he was always in th is f rame of  mind when I  was

in  the  aud ience.  He must 've  made some bet te r  ones ,  because. . .

The law o f  averages .

R i  gh t  .

Now,  you must 've  ta lked  to  some o f  your  fe l low teachers  about  ta lks  o f  th is

nature,  Vou know, whenever you heard somebody talk about discr iminat ion and

so forth.

Yes .

What were their  react ions?

Wel l ,  same as  mine ,  o f  course ,  Vou know.  But  tha t ' s  who I  wou ld  ta lk  to ,

somebody that would agree with me.

Who was the f i rst  Mexican American elementary teacher that  you knew here in

E l  Paso?

Wel l ,  I  guess  i t  was  Consue lo  S i l va .

At Alamo?

[Yes.  ]
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t lhat was her background? Do you have any idea?

Wel l ,  her  fa ther  was the  county  hea l th  doc tor ,  Dr .Ornedo.  And tha t  was

her background. He saw that she was educated and was qual i f ied,  and she

was the first one that we had down there that I can remember.

Do you know where she was educated?

Maybe here .  I  guess  here .  I  don ' t  know fo r  sure .  That ' s  jus t  a  suppos i t ion .

You ment ioned ear l ier  that  at  Alamo you could count on maybe one or two or

th ree  Ang lo  Amer icans  a t tend ing  schoo l - - in  the  who le  schoo l?

In  the  who le  schoo l .

I f  you  can reca i l ,  what  was the  soc io -economic  background o f  these k ids?

Wel l ,  jus t  about  average.  The one tha t  I  can  th ink  o f  now was a  son o f  one

of the teachers.  Then another one was a man who's wi fe had lef t  h im and he

lef t  the chi ld down at  the one of  the day care places for the t ime that

schoo l  wasn ' t  in .  He brought  h im down there ,  and he  had, I  guess ,  a  good

job. Anyway, i t  was taking care of  that  boy.

How did these kids get a ' long with the tnajor i ty of  the k ids?

Cou ldn ' t  te l l  the  d i f fe rence.  0 f  coursen these are  l i t t le  ch i ld ren ,  Vou

know,  and they  don ' t .  .  .

Did the Mexican American kids speak Spanish most ly on the playground, for

exampl e ?

They were not al lowed to at  f i rstn you know. They were great ly encouraged

to  speak  Eng l i sh .  Bu t  then  as  t ime went  on ,  o f  course . . .

Why do you think the break cdm€r the change?

Wel i ,  when the Federal  Government began to give aid,  why then they began to

say  tha t  you  wou ld  g ive  ins t ruc t ions  in  Span ish .  A l l  r igh t .  Th is  i s  when

they could speak Spanish on the schooi  ground or anywhere else that they
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wanted to.

When did you start  teaching here in El  Paso?

In  1  942.

In 1942, what was your general  phi losophy? What was your approach to the

quest ion  o f  Mex ican Amer ican ch i ld ren  in  E ]  Paso speak ing  Span ish ,  say ,  on

the playground? Not in the c'lassroom but on the p'layground?

Wel l ,  I  was  no t  too  hard ,  as  most  o f  us  were  no t .  Bu t  my ph i losophy is

tha t  they  shou ld  beg in  to  learn  Eng l ish  immedia te ly  and to  g ive  a l l  ins t ruc t ions ,

and the  teacher  w i l l  b lend her  e f fo r ts  so  tha t  they  w i i l  learn  Eng l ish .

Being from Van Horn and San Antonio and Balmorhea and other places, had you

picked up any Spanish before you came to El  Paso?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  speak  f luen t  Span ish ,  bu t  I  speak  enough tha t  I  ge t  a long very

we l l .

Did you already know a few words before you came to El Paso?

Yes ,  I  th ink  so .  Yes ,  I 'm  sure  I  d id .  Yes ,  I  took  Span ish ,  bu t  tha t  doesn ' t

mean anything. And also I  taught in the Mexican school  in Balmorhea. As

I ' ve  to ld  you,  Ang lo  teachers  taught  the  schoo ls ,  and i t  was  a l l  Mex ican.

Excl  usi  vely?

Exc lus ive ly  Mex ican.  But  over  there ,  no t  tha t  i t  makes  any  d i f fe rence,  bu t

the Germans and the Ir ish had moved in there and intermarr ied.  And they

were  qu i te  b lond,  you know.

Intermarr ied among the Mexicans?

Yes,  o r  Ind ians  or  whatever .  But  they  spoke Span ish .

What k ind of  surnames did these chi ldren have?

Wel j ,  they  had l i ke ,  L i les  and Dutchover .  Dutchover  go t  the i r  name because

the ranchman was try ing to ta lk to th is Dutchman, th is German. And he says,
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"What 's your name?" And the man told him what the name was. And he says,

"0h ,  you ' re  jus t  Dutch  a l l  over . "  And so  h is  name became Dutchover .  And

of course, then there were a great many that were. . .

Were they given Spanish f i rst  names?

Let 's  see. . . I  th ink  they  were .  Yes ,  they  were .  And in  the  case o f  them

having a Mexican name, when the father was a Mexican, wh.Y they wouid have

[an ]  Ang lo  name.

You mean,  
' l i ke  

a  n ickname?

t, le l l ,  yes,  I  guess so. Because this Fred Vasquez was one. He was qui te

blonde. And I  th ink he's a teacher or pr incipai  here in town somewhere now.

But he was in my school .  He was a great overage chi ld,  maybe 15 in [a lower

grade l .

Now, say,  these people l iv ing in Balmorhea, dfd they come from a rural  back-

ground?

Yes .

L ike  ranch ing ,  fa rming  and so  fo r th?

Yes.  That ' s  the  who le  th ing  there .  I t  i s  qu i te  ru ra l .

In retrospect,  can you detect  any part icular di f ference between those kids

out there and the young kids out here whom you taught in school  ?

No,  I  can ' t .  They  came hav ing  spoken Span ish  a t  home,  you know.

But were these kids,  say,  somewhat more streetwise here in El  Paso or not?

I  guess so, yes,  Vou know. 0f  course, where I  taught over there was a

communi ty .  And they  jus t . . . you  wou ldn ' t  ca l l  i t  the  s t ree t ,  because they

jus t  a l l  l i ved  everywhere .

D id  you ever  de tec t  any  preponderance o f  s t ree t ' l i ngo  or  "ca ld"  as  i t ' s  known

down here among the Mexican kids here in El  Paso?
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C: l de l l ,  th js  was rny  ob jec t ion  to  g iv ing  them jns t ruc t jon  in  Span ish .  These

ch i jd ren  came wi th  the i r  border  accent ,  Vou know,  o r  the i r  border  ta lk ,

and they taught them in good Spanish. And then they had the Engl ish to

contend w i th ,  too .  So,  I  thought  i t  jus t  added to  confus ion  ins tead o f . . .

Now,  tha t ' s  my  op in ion ,  and  I 'm  very  unpopu la r  in  tha t  op in ion ,  so . . .

I  th ink  I  ho ld  a  s imi la r  op in ion .  Le t ' s  see .  You ment ioned the  example  o f

th is man whom you hadn' t  seen in many years,  that  you taught f i rst  grade to,

coming back and giv ing you a phone cal l  and so forth,  many, many years

later.  Now, did you ever have any knowiedge of  k ids af ter  they lef t  your

classroom? I  mean, did you f ind out that  so-and-so became a meat packer or

so-and-so became a pol iceman or so for th? Did you ever keep tabs?

No,  I  d idn ' t .  I  do  know tha t  some o f  them d id  and a lso  some o f  them fe l l

by the way. I  see their  name in the dope column, Vou know, when.. .  They

went every which way. A good many of 'em became teachers,  you know, that

because that became the thing to do.

0f  course, hindsight 's a wonderful  th ing,  but these people that  fe l l  by the

wayside, let 's  say,  d id become dope addicts or whatever.  In retrospect,  can

you detect  any reason why they did? Was there anything about them, were they

any less at tent ive,  d id they come from broken homes or anything l ike that?

I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  tha t  they  d id .  In  the  f i rs t  p lace ,  the  f i rs t  one tha t  I

knew about,  h€ was not very br ight ,  you know. He was a s low learner.  And

then another one, he seemed to be very br ight ,  except he didn' t  learn to

read. But then another l i t t le gir l  that  just  d ied f rom dope, when she became

a young woman,  was very  smar t  and very . . . jus t  a l l  r igh t ,  Vou know.  But

she was very  fa i r ,  she  must 've  been. . . [as  a ]  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  she  has  an  Ang lo

name. But she spoke Spanish and so her mother was Spanish, I  know; her
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mother  was Mex ican-  And her  name was Sampson.  And she jus t , . , I  don ' t

know,  I  th ink  she  jus t  though t  i t  was  fun-  I  canr t  f i gu re - - - I  saw her  on

the  s t ree t  one day  and h igh  as  a  k i te ,  jus t  sk ' ipp ing  down.  And she d idn ' t

of  course, even, know me. She had two compadres and they were just  skipping

and dancing down there.

But you recognized her?

0h, yes.  So many t imes, you know, you wi l l  recognize them, and on the other

hand there wi l l  be those that you don' t  remember.  I  might remember their

face, but not to put a name to them.

You ment ioned that you thought that  the outstanding change in the character

of  Ei  Paso since you f i rst  got  here is the increase in the number of  persons

of  Mex ican descent ,  par t i cu la r ' l y  in  the  schoo ls  o f  E l  Paso.  What  schoo ls

d id  your  ch i ld ren  go  to?

They went to Rusk and to Aust in.  And Aust in is the same way-- that there

were very few Mexicans in that school, and now, then, there are very few

Ang' los.  And then two of  them graduated from UTEP, and the other one is st i l l

go ing  to  schoo l ,  bu t  he 's  jus t  tak ing  one sub jec t  a t  a  t ime.  He 's  s tudy ing

in  Los  Ange les .  And he 's  perhaps  o ld  enough to  be  your  fa ther !  (Laughs)

And he 's  s tudy ing  smog and a i r  po l ' lu t ion .

What were your v iews, as a mother--not as a teacher--about having your

ch i ld ren  e i ther  assoc ia te  o r  soc fa l i ze  w i th  Mex ican Amer icans?

I had no preiudice in that  respect.  My oldest son, the one I  guess I  spoke

to  you about ,  i s ,  h is  bes t  f r iend  was. . .we ca l led  h im Buddy R ivera .  And I

remember that one time my son was invited to a party and he came home and

told me that he was not going. They hadn' t  invi ted Buddy, and anywhere they

didn' t  invi te Buddy he was not going. And my second son worked out here for
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Port land Cement.  He was chief  chemist  and manager in 0dessa. And he had

a very good fr iend named Mart inez that was a' lso a chemist .  And so, I  don' t

know,  he  wou ld  be  the  one tha t  wou ld  be  a  b igo t ,  bu t  no t  rea l ]y .  He 's  ius t

a big blow. Do you ever see 0'Connor there in Al !  in the Family?

Yes.

A l l ,  r igh t .  That ' s  my second son,  exac t ly .  (Laughs)

But as far  as your v iews, do you reca' l l  ever having any aversion in your own

mind as  to ,  fo r  example ,  your  boys  go ing  ou t  w i th  a  Mex ican g i r l?

No.  They  never  d id .  No ,  th i s  m idd le  one  d id .  He  had , I  th ink ,  a  coup le  o f

gir ls that  he went out wi th.  One was named Duarte.  Then my o' lder son did

know Mary El len Acevedo. And there was no object ion to anything. As I  say,

Buddy R ivera ,  I  th ink  he  has  become a  doc tor  now,  Dr .  R ivera ,  and he  has

worked with White Sands and maybe in connect ion wj th UTEP.

What was the prevalent v iew which your f r iends held on that subject?

I  guess  tha t  my f r iends  were  the  same as  I  am.  We had th is  l i t t le  th ing

that,  you know,that the character ist ic of  the Mexjcan American is [ that ]

i f  they  can do  someth ing  tha t  w i l l  ge t  your  goato  they ' re  l iab le  to  do  i t - - to

themselves or to anybody else.  And we have been known to say,  "Now, that 's

a  Mex ican t r i ck .  "  You know.  (Laughs)  But  there  was no  an imos i ty .

In  o ther  words , .you  th ink  tha t  Mex icans  migh t  have the  charac ter is t i c  o f

be ing  somewhat  less  s t imu la ted  or  less  inc l ined  to  do  someth ing?

I didn' t  ever feel  that  way of  course, Vou know. I  had some very smart  young

ones in  my c iasses .  And rea l l y ,  when i t  comes r igh t  down to  j t ,  I  d idn ' t

have any feel ing but just  good about them.

But  what  I  mean is ,  you  used the  te rm, "That 's  a  Mex ican t r i ck . ! '  Spec i f i ca l l y ,

what are you referr ing to?
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C: Well ,  say,  for  instance, I  was on a bus one day and the man was a Mexican

dr : i ver .  And I  rang the  be j l ,  and  I  guess  I  was  a  l i t t le  s low in  ge t t ing

up to go to the door.  I  was the last  one there,  anyway. And he shut the

door,  you know.

Is  tha t  r igh t .

Yes. And so I  got  of f  at  the next one. And I  reported him. And my husband,

you know, worked for the c i ty 1 jnes.  And the thing that [ the dr iver]  said

to  my husband [was] ,  " [ I ]  d idn ' t  know tha t  tha t  was  your  w i fe , "  and sa id ,

"She  jus t  d idn ' t  go  to  the  door . "  He  knew he  d id  i t ,  you  know.  (Laughs)

In other words,  he was sort  of  t ry ing to get back in some way?

I  thought  tha t  i t  was  a  l i t t le  o rnery  t r i ck ,  because I  was  up  and go ing  to

the doorr  1 lou know, and he could see that I  was.

But  you th ink  there 's  a  pa t te rn  to  th is?  In  o ther  words ,  do  you th ink  tha t

Mexicans in El  Pason whatever number--maybe a s igni f icant number-- tend to

car ry  a  ch ip  on  the i r  shou lder?

[ .Jel  I  ,  I  don' t  feel  that  way. I t  may be that they do. You read and you hear

and you see th ings .  But  no t  ac tua l l y .  I  mean,  Jou see i t  in  the  paper .

Mrs.  Cummings, you ment ioned that your late husband worked for the c i ty l ines

for many years.  Would you repeat in what capaci ty he worked?

He was a  superv isor  o f  and an  ins t ruc to r  o f  d r jvers .

Were most of  h is dr ivers of  Mexican descent?

No, they weren' t ,  but  there were several .

Did he ever have any comments to make about their  prof ic iency in that  job

as  opposed to  the  Ang ' lo  d r ivers ,  o r  B lack  dr ivers ,  o r  whatever?

No.  And as  fa r  as  I  know,  they 've  never  had any  B lack  dr ivers .

hlas there much union act iv i ty?
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Yes, they became unionized af ter  he was in there,  I  bel ieve.

tr lh i le he was st ' i l1 in there?

Yes. Dur ing the f i rst  few years that  he was in there they became union.

But  he  was no t  o f  the  un ion  in  be ing  a  superv isory  [person]  there .  He

drove a bus, or the streetcar,  which he loved to do when he f i rst  came. And

they even had a str ike,  and he was on str ike af ter  th is union f i rst  started

in  there .  But  when he  became a  superv isor ,  you  see,  he  wasn ' t  in  the  un ion

anymore.

What was the str ike about?

I  don ' t  know.  Wages,  I  suppose.  (Laughs)  I  never  know what  wages are  about .

I  don ' t  th ink  they  know.

0ver  the  years ,  how d id  he  l i ke  tha t  par t i cu la r  job?  What  was there  about  i t

tha t  he  d idn ' t  l i ke?

I  can ' t  th ink  o f  any th ing ,  because he  rea l l y  d id  l i ke  i t .  And he  ha ted  tha t

he  had to  g ive  i t  up .

D id  he  meet  a  lo t  o f peop le  in  tha t  job?

publ ic very wel ' | .  As I  say,  he went into Schwartz there0h,  yes .  He met  the

and to ld  h im,  he  says ,  " I  can  se l l  any th ' ing . "  And the  man sa id ,  " I  be l jeve

tha t  you  cou ld . "  And so  he  met  the  pub ' l i c  and l i ked  peop ' le ,  you  know.

You seem to have led a very happy existence here in El  Paso. Would that  be

a fair  statement?

Yes,  I ' ve  been happy here .  In  fac t ,  I  th ink  I  wou ldn ' t  be  so  happy anywhere

e l  se .

Wel l ,  I ' i l  te l ' l  you ,  we 've  had a  very  desu l to ry  conversa t ion .  We 've  jumped

from. .  .

One th ing  to  another .
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E: Pascual  0rozco to homesteaders to the Birds of  Virginia to the El  Paso

Publ ic Schools.  And I  th ink that  even though there are a few more quest ions

I 'd l ike to ask you, I  have probably overstayed my welcome here.

I 'm so glad to have you. Wou' ld you have some coffee?

Wel l ,  I  jus t  m igh t .  Bu t  on  beha l f  o f  the  Ins t i tu te  o f  Ora l  H is to ry  a t  the

Univers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E ' l  Paso,  I 'd  l i ke  to  thank  you once aga in .

Wel l ,  I 'm so  g lad  tha t  you  came,  tha t  you  thought  i t  wou ld  be  wor thwh i le .
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