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Robert T. Hudgins
by 0scar J. Martfnez and James Marchant

June 11,  1977

JM: 0k'  Bob, where were you born and when, and from there just  k ind of  g ive a

l i t t le  b i t  o f  a  ske tch  up  un t i i  the  present  t ime,  i f  you  wou ld .

H:  0kay .  I  was  born  in  Bo ise ,  Idaho,  in  1922.  In  fac t ,  i t ' s  , lune  3 ,  Confedera te

Fi  ag day.

0M: Then you just  had a bir thday?

H:  I  ius t  had a  b i r thday ,  jus t  go t  [ to  Oe]  55  years  o ld .  And I  went  to  schoo l

there unt i l  I  was 
. |4,  

then I  moved. I r lV dad was in the oi l  business, he

moved to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  And I  went  to  h igh  schoo l  in  A lhambra ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  in

Long Beach,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  went  to  Long Beach C i ty  Co1 lege.  And then I  became

a hero,  went in the Army.

JM:  0h ,  i s  tha t  r i gh t?

H:  Yeah .  I  was  one  o f  these . . .gonna  be  a  p ro fess iona l  he ro .  I t  d idn ' t  work

out that  way. (Laughter)  But I  studied in col iege before I  went into the

Army. I  was gonna study medicine, ended up being more fascinated with

law than I  was medicine, i t  was a lot  more fun. Then I  went in the Army.

JM: And when would th is be, in the Army?

H:  0h ,1942,  '43 .  The b ig  war ,  anyhow.  And then I  was  d isab led  ou t  o f  tha t

in '45.  I t  seemed l ike we had some very unfr iendly people over there in

Europe. I  came out,  and I  went back to school ,  and took a degree in Diesel

Eng ineer ing ,  o f  a l l  th ings .  Worked a t  tha t  fo r . . . le t ,s  see,  I  worked a t

that  unt i  I  
' l  
950.

JM:  Where  was th is - -s t i l l  i n  Ca l i fo rn ia?

H:  Th is  was ' in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Then I  was  t rans fer red .  I  went  to  work  fo r  a

company, and they transferred me to Bakersf ie ld.  I  managed an organizat ion

for  'em up there ,  the  Tr i -count ies- -Tur ren t ine  and Tu l le ry  County ,  Ca l i fo rn ' ia .

Run tha t  un t i l . . .1953? yeah,  about  lgS3,  and then I  t rans femed hack  to  LA
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as assistant sales manager for  a big machinery company. Then I  went on

the  road t rave l ing  fo r  them t i l l  1955,  '56 ,  a long in  there .  A l l  th is  t ime

I  went  to . . . took  par t  o f  ny  1aw degree a t  UCLA under  Jus t ice  Go ' ldberg ,  Ar thur

Goldberg,  the former Supreme Court  Just ice.

JM: 0h, you went back and got a law degree?

H:  0h ,  I  ' ve  never  been ou t  o f  schoo l  .

JM:  You 've  never  been ou t?

H:  I ' ve  never  been ou t .  There 's  no  f i ve-year  per iod  [o f  t ime]  tha t  I  haven ' t

gone to  schoo l ,  s ince  I  s ta r ted  in  g rade schoo l .  There 's  no  f i ve-year

per iod  in  my l i fe  tha t  I ' ve  never  gone to  schoo l .  Anyhow,  I  jus t . . . you

need i t  in  bus iness ,  you  need 1aw.  0kay ,  so  I 'd  go  s tudy  someth ing  up .

Then we needed arbi t rat ion law, so I  went [and] took a course under Just ice

Goldberg.  Then we needed repossession law, because you get involved in

repossess ing  equ ipment ,  S0 . . .  M in ing  
' l aw,  

land  law.  So  I ' d  go  to  schoo l

on  i t ,  90  r igh ts .  And I  go t  fasc ina ted  w i th  i t .  Bu t  o f  course ,  I  was

s t i l l  do ing  sa les  work .  Then  I  t rave led  in . . .we  went ' i n to  fo re ign  opera t ion .

I  t raveled in South America and Afr ica.  And, you know, you name the place,

I ' ve  been  there ,  a lmos t .  T rave led  a  coup le  o f  m i l l i on  m i les  do ing  tha t .

JM:  S t i l l  w i th  th is  sa les  company?

H:  Yeah,  I  was  w i th  these compan ies .  The Tas t  one I  was  w i th  was the  peop le

tha t  were  bu i ' l d ing . . .oh ,  they  bu i l t  th i s  b ig  th ing  in  the  copper  m ines

in  the  Catonga,  in  A f r i ca ;  and they  bu i l t  the  dams in  Campinas ,  Braz i l ;

and Bocano Dam in Venezuela;  and the br idge over Lake Maracaibo--construct ion

out f i t s .  Then I  had a  smal l  hear t  a t tack ,  one o f  those smal l  th ings  tha t ' l l

k i1 ' l  you .  I  dec ided there 's  a  be t te r  way  to  make a  l i v in '  than money.

I  was  mak ing  good money.  He l l ,  in  1955 I  was  mak ing  $25,000 a  year .
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JM:

H:

That 's  a  lo t  o f  money in  those days .  But  I  was  work ing  fo r  the  h las t ing

Corporat ion,  went into appl iances. I  was a salesmanager for  the l r last ing

Corporat ion when the government come in one day and said,  "You're a [ recrui t ] . "

Bel ieve i t  or  not ,  the government went out and recrui ted.  Said,  "H"y,

we know what you're makin ' ,  we can of fer  you almost that  much money i f

you '1 . |  come to  work  fo r  us . "  I  sa id ,  "You go t ta  be  k idd in ' ,  man. "  But  they

wasn ' t .  I t  was  when ' the  In te rna l  Revenue [ f i rs t ]  come in  w i th  th is  b lue

r ibbon program,  a f te r  the  scanda ls  in  Truman 's  admin is t ra t ' ion .

Which  scanda l  s?

Wel l ,  l i ke  the  Commiss ioner  o f  Cus toms mak ing  a  mi l l ion  do l la rs  a  year .

You don' t  remember about Caudel l  Johnson and a few of  these people? 0h,

he 's  missed ou t .  T .  Co leman Andrews.

I  never heard of  them ei ther.

A  d is t r i c t  d i rec to r  o f  Cus toms was mak ing  a t  tha t  t ime e jgh t thousand bucks  a

-year.  A distr ict  d i rector of  the Interna: l  Revenue made $8r000 a year,  but  he kept

$. l50,000 of  the br ibes.  No invest igator for  Internal  Revenue worth his

sa l t  made less  than 50  grand a  year .  0h ,  th is  vvas  unbe l ievab le .  l ^ le

d idn ' t  co l ]ec t  any  taxes ,  bu t  we sure  the  he l l  made good money!  The

blame always has been blamed on Truman, but that 's not t rue.  Truman

uncovered i t  when T. Coleman Andrews.. . [Truman] found out the guy was

mak ing  a lmost  a  mi l l ion  a  year .  T ruman d idn ' t  th ink  tha t  was  r igh t .

He was a top of f icer in Customs?

No, he was in Internal  Revenue.

0h, Internal  Revenue.

Yeah. And that 's why they f i red him. Man, they went through and put people

OM

H:

OM

H:
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OM:

H:

OM:

H:

OM:

H:

in  ja i l ,  and  tha t 'S  When they  s ta r ted  th is  new program o f  recru i t ing

business people to come into the government.  And they changed their  grades

and a l l  th is  s tu f f .

How was the  s i tua t ion  here  in  E l  Paso?

I  wasn ' t  in  E l  Paso a t  the  t ime,  I  was  in  LA.

With regard to the comupt ion wi th in Customs.

We' re  no t  ta lk ing  Customs '  we ' re  ta lk ing  In te rna l  Revenue.

Internal  Revenue.

Internal  Revenue, at  that  t ime. Customs

know,  Cus toms Serv ice  in  1952 ,  ' 53 ,  ' 550

at  the  br idges .

Wel l ,  you ' re  s t i l l  dea l ing  w i th  tha t  k ind

border .

was no th ing  a t  tha t  t ime.  You

what 'd they have? You know, guys

of a token force on the Mexican

H: Yeah. At that  t ime, when I  f i rst  came here to El  Paso, we had one br idge--

one br idge.  F i f teen inspec tors .

JM:  Le t ' s  go  back  jus t  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  be fo re  we  ge t  in to  tha t .  I ' d  l i ke  to

know how you got f rom working with these pr ivate companies into the iob you

have now.

H: Just  the recrui t ing.  They came by and says, "Look, we can of fer  you so much

money.  E leven month  a  year  job ,  ge t  your  leave,  you  know,  wh ich  is  a lmost

a  month .  Your  med ica l ,  dd ,  da . . . "  You  know,  a l l  the  bene f i t s .

M: Now, did you go r ight  for  Customs at  that  t ime?

H: No, no. I  went into Internal  Revenue. I  went into work for  Treasury.

There ' re  th ree  o f fe rs .  I  had an  o f fe r  fo r  Agr icu l tu re ,  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  tha t ;

I  had an of fer  f rom U.S. Informat ion Agency; [and] an of fer  for  Treasury

Department.
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JM:

H:

,lM:

H:

JM:

H:

JM:

H:

What k ind of  of fers were these?

Wel l .  U.5.  Informat jon Agency, they wanted me to go overseas because I  was

b i l ingua i  and cou ld  be  t r i l i ngua l - - I  spoke enough German I  cou ld  ge t  by '

bes ides  Span ish- - to  go  in to  these l ib ra r ies ,  Vou know,  in fo rmat ion  l ib ra r ies .

Propaganda man. Department of  Agr icul ture wanted me basical iy because I

had been in South America,  in their  Eradicat ion Program for hoof and mouth

or  some s tup id  th ing ,  I  don ' t  know what  i t  was .  But  In te rna l  Revenue,  the

Treasury, they wanted me for a enforcement officer, what they call a Revenue

0ff icer.  I t  would be the sarrrc th ing as the special  agent here,  roughly.

What  GS leve ls  d id  they  s ta r t  you  a t  in  those days?

They started me as a seven, started me at  GS 7 level  at  that  t ime, 1960r

wh ich  was no t  bad.

No. Was that the journeyman level ,  too,  there?

No, journeyman was [GS] 9 and the senior level  was eleven.

What  year  was th is?

1960.  Yeah,  i t  was  when Kennedy was e lec ted .  Wasn ' t  tha t  '60?

[Yes .  ]

I  went in dur ing Eisenhower and worked dur ing Kennedy.

0kay, now how'd you get f rom Internal  Revenue to Customs?

Real s imple.  We're both Treasury,  and they transfemed me. I  worked four

years in LA for Internal Revenue and then transfemed here. I worked here

unt i l  I  go t  so  ho t  tha t  nobody. . .you  cou ldn ' t  do  any th ing .  Everybody knows

you on the street.  So, just  before Intercept, . |969, they t ransferred me,

just  an internal  t ransfer.  I  went f rom Revenue Off icer such and such, to

Customs Inspector such and such. They just  moved me across.

What k ind of  degrees have you got now?

JM:

H:

JM:
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H:  We l l ,  tha t ' s  a  s t range  th ing .  I  don ' t  have  a  who le  lo t .  I ' ve  go t  a  lo t

o f  learn ing ,  bu t  no . . . I  never  thought  tha t  the  degree i t se l f  was  wor th  much- -

you know,  the  p iece  o f  paper .  I ' ve  go t ' lo ts  o f  cer t i f i ca tes ,  bu t  ac tua l l y

to  s i t  down in  one co ' l1ege and ge t  a  degree,  I  have none,  be l ieve  i t  o r  no t .

JM:  Is  tha t  r igh t?

H:  Bu t  I ' ve  go t  the  equ iva len t  in  semes te r  hours  fo r  two  Ph .D. ' s .

JM: You and I  have a lot  in common.

H:  But  what  happened is ,  I ' ve  t rave led  a  lo t .  I ' ve  t rave led  more  than a

mi l l ion  mi les  in  fo re ign  [count r ies ]  and I ' ve  t rave ' led  more  than a  mi l l ion

mi les  ins ide  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  I  have t rave led .  You name the  p lace ,  I ' ve

been there,  aJmost.

0M: When you were working in Internal  Revenue Service,  were you doing border-

related work?

H:  No,  no ,  r to .  I  worked in  f raud wofk r  p r imar i l y

know, companies that underpay their  corporat ion

corporat ion f raud work.  You

tax ,  bV $6 ,000,000 or

$ . l2 ,000,000 'o r  some o ther  f igure .

JM: When you f i rst  come in contact  wi th border-related problems, was that as

an inspector?

H: No, i t  was as an Internal  Revenue guy.

0M: When you came here to El Paso?

H:  Yeah .

0M: What were you doing here?

H:  Do ing  the  same th ing- -co l lec t ing  de l inquent  taxes ,  f igh t ing  f raud,  th is

type o f  th ing .

0M:  From loca l  compan ies?

H:  0h ,  yeah.  0h ,  th is  was the  gravy  t ra in l  g i  Paso had never  been touched.
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OM:

H:

Bel ieve i t  or  not .  There Was fraud here.  Guys say, "El  Paso, i f  you want

to work f raud, you can si t  back wi th your feet  on the desk and f ind i t  here."

Could you descr ibe the k ind of  f raud that went on at  that  t ime?

Okay. A corporat ion puts on 25 non-exist in '  emp' loyees, and the manager

puts 'em in his pocket.  He reports i t  against  Jose Garc{a,  Joe Gonzalez,

you know,  a l l  these dudes tha t  a re .  You ask  h im,  "Who are  these k ids?"

" I  don ' t  know,  some guy  tha t ' l i ves  in  Mex ico . "  Bu t  he 's  pu t t ing  a l l  tha t

money in  h is  pocket ,  sa la r ies .  Yeah;  you know,  seventy - f i ve ,  e igh ty ,  n ine ty

thousand dol lars a year unreported income to the owner.  The company's

deduct ing  i t  as  a expense.

Another idea. Another type of fraud was real common here. [It] was

l i ke  one o f  our  poT i t i c ians .  He was repor t ing  $8 ,000 a  year  income and

he was making $3,000 a month deposi ts in a Mexican bank account.  And we

d idn ' t  th ink  tha t  was  r igh t .  A  maior  corpora t iono they  keep a1 l  o f  the i r

wi thholding tax.  You know, they wi thhold taxes from the employee, pay for

soc ia l  secur i ty  and w i thho ld ing ,  you  know.  You keep a l l  tha t .  You never

pay i t  over to the government.  You know, $7,000,000 in a year that  they

keep. The employee doesn' t  get  credi t  for  i t .  That 's the type of  f raud

we ' re  ta l k ing  abou t .

And i t  was widespread here?

0h,  w idespread.  B i l ] y  So l  Es tes  was

victed 12 major lawyers for  cr iminal

s t i l  I  p rac t i c ing .

When was th is?

1962 ,  ' 63 ,  ' 64 .

here.  We had lawyers in town, we con-

tax  v io la t ions ,  22  counts .  They ' re

You think the border locat ion here makes a di f ference in the amount of
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fraud that goes on?

No.  The border  loca t ion  is  on ly  conven ien t ,  i t  doesn ' t  make any  d i f fe rence.

One of  the th ings that made the big di f ference, I  not iced, was that you

came into West Texas and i t  was a bunch of  Good 01e Boys, the same thing

you see today. I f  you're a f r iend of  somebody, you don' t  comply wi th the

law.  I t ' s  s t i11  w idespread.  That ' s  why  we ' re  so  unpopu lar  in  Customs.

Patrol  guy goes down the r iver.  t^ /hy don' t  they l ike him down there? Because

he 's  te l l i ng 'em,  "H"y ,  C lyde ,  Jou  can ' t  do  th i s .  You  can ' t  smugg le  s tu f f

into the country and run, Jou know. You can' t  br ing in cat t le f rom Mexico

wi thout  pay ing  du ty  on  'em.  You can ' t  b r ing  narco t ics  over ,  we don ' t  l i ke

tha t . "  I t ' s  p r im i t i ve  down here !  I f  you  s i t  in  my o f f i ce  and you wou ld

see th ings  tha t  I  seer  lou  wou ldn ' t  be l ieve  i t !  Peop ' le  tha t  fo r  years  have

been nunning slavery.  l^ le ' re ta ' lk ing about s lavery,  l ike in the South before

the Civi l  War.  The wets come over f rom Mexico, they work for  25 cents an

hour ,  20  cents  an  hour .  That ' s  s lavery  they  go  in to .

0M: Today?

H:  Yeah !

0M: Where?

H: l^Jel l ,  would you try Hudspeth County,  Culberson County,  Presidio Countyo

, lef f  Davis County,  Ector.  Shal ]  we go on?

0M: How does the system work?

H: Wel l ,  they guy comes across the r iver and works for  you. He's unemployed

in Mexico,  he makes zero over there.  He's starving to death.  0ver here he

gets  h is  food,  he  ge ts  two b i ts  an  hour ,  a  do i la r ,  tha t  he  can take  back  to

lvlexico. Nobody bothers him.

, lM:  You te rm i t  a  k ind  o f  s lavery  p ropos i t ion  fo r  h im,  ' cause he 's  t ied  in to  i t .
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OM:

H:

OM:

H:

Wel l ,  he  can work  fo r  no th in 'o r  he  can work  fo r  two b i ts  an  hour .  You

know what  I 'm ta lk ing  about .  You take  th is  par t  o f  Coahu i la .  Except  fo r

dope, what 's a guy got to l ive on down there? You've been down in that

count ry .  You can ' t  sc ra tch  a  l i v ing  ou t  o f  the  land.  There 's  no  i r r iga t ion ,

i t ' s  jus t  deser t .  What ' re  you gonna l i ve  on? Wel1 ,  you  come over ,  and

you work [ for ]  the American farmers.  I t 's  what we keep talk ing about,  and

peop ' le  don ' t  be ] ieve  us .  0 r ,  l e t ' s  take . . .up  in  New Mex ico .  t l e  have  i t

a l ' l  the t ime up there.  They uncover these peop' le working ranches, where

they  have the i r  own l i v ing  up  there .  You ' re  on  the  ranch,  VoU work  on  the

ranch, at  the end of  the year they give you three or four hundred dol lars.

I  don ' t  know,  maybe i t ' s  no t  s lavery ,  bu t  tha t ' s  awfu l  good fo r  a  de f in i t ion .

Pret ty c lose to i t .

I t  i s  the  de f in i t i on .

Sure .

Another  one you run  in too  l i ke  these o ld  min ing  compan ies ,  you  know,  back

in the ear ly days. You l ived in the company town, you bought in the

company store.  And the company f i red you, Vou were dead, nobody'd hire

you. t l le l l ,  you got exact ly that  same si tuat ion r ight  down here along the

border .  So,  tha t ' s  what  dope has  done fo r  'em.  You know,  i t ' s  made a  lo t

o f  them r ich .

Le t ' s  go  a  
' l i t t le  

b i t  fu r ther  in to  some o f  tha t .

Yeah.

Let me ask you about some of the cases that you've seen in the past few

years.  What are some of the most interest ing ones that have interested you

to remember as examples?

l r le l l ,  I  have one tha t  goes  back  to . . . i t  fnvo lved a  whoJe lo t  o f  agenc ies .

JM:

H:

, lM:

H:
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I t rs  known as  the  b ig ,  famous,  Baby  Adopt ion  Case.  You ever  hear  o f  i t?

JM:  No.

H: 0kay. t^ le had a missionary,  "missionary, ' r  f rom I ' lashington, D-C -  He's a

JM:

H:

JM:

H:

OM:

H:

known. . .and i f  you  look  h is  recond up ,  you '11  f ind  tha t  he 's  a  rea l  known

promoter.  What he does, people are t ry ing to adopt chi l 'dren in th is

count ry .  Be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  there 's  a  lo t  o f  peop ' le  tha t  t ry  to  adopt ;

and  the  s ta te ' l aws  back  in  the  '60s ,  you  cou ldn ' t  adop t  un less  you  had . . . i t

was  a l rnos t  imposs ib le .  0 lder  peop ' le  couJdn ' t  adopt .  I f  you  were  over  25 '

they  wou ldn ' t  touch you,  Vou know.  I t ' s  a  soc ia l  p rob lem.  But  th is  guy

was b leed ing  on  these peop le ,  the  baby  se l ' l i ng  rackets .  So,  what  he  d id '

he came out to El  Paso, Texas, because of  the proximity to the border '

opened an orphanage down here,  known as the Angel  Wing Ranch.

Where was that located?

0n Moon Road.

Moon Road. Out in Moon CitY?

That  i s  r igh t .  A  grea t  b ig  o rphanage ou t  there .

When was th is?

1963.  He a lso  opened an  orphanage in  Sa lsado,  wh ich  is  across  the  r i ver  by

Porvenir .  The idea was, you know, unwed mothers and al l  th is in Mexico,  the

abandoned chi ldren would be taken to the orphanage. Then, the Angel  l , l ing

Ranch,  o f  course ,  i s  a  n ice  " re l ig ious"  o rgan iza t ion .  They  br ing  them over

here,  and al l  of  a sudden they just  d isappear into the woodwork.  Immigrat ion

doesn' t  see 'em, you know. The chi ldren come over for  a Sunday af ternoon,

50  come over ,20  go  back .  And in  the  confus ion ,  he  was ge t t ing  away w i th

i t .  Wel l ,  I  go t  in te res ted  in  i t  because he  was a  pro fess iona l  bankrupt ,

a lso ;  he  does  o ther  k ind  o f  f raud.  And I  was  chas ing  h im,  because he  went
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bankrupt in a plywood mi l l  up in 0regon.

JM: You were with the Internal  Revenue?

H:  I 'm s t i l l  In te rna l  Revenue then.  I  chased h im,  we run  h im down out  here ,

and I  started f inding out that  th is was a so-cal led tax-free thing. Another

one o f  the  f rauds .  You ca l l  i t  a  church ,  nobody looks  a t  i t .  We looked

at  i t .  What  he  was do ing  was,  he 'd  b r ing  the  ch i ld ren  over .  He then pu t

ads in papers in St.  Cloud, Minnesota--al l  over the country--he had ads

in  these papers , .you  know,  about  leg i t imate  baby  adopt ion ,  agency  l i censed,

the  good Lord  work ,  and a i l  th is  s tu f f .  Peop le 's  wr i te  to  h im and he 'd  se l l

these kids.  You know, adopt one-- three thousand bucks and we' l j  send you

a l i t t le  g i r l ;  twenty - four  hundred do l la rs  and we ' . |1  send you a  l i t t le  boy ,

you know.  Regu lar  p r ice  l i s t ,  p rac t ica l l y .  Then i t  go t  invo lved in  a

coup le  o f  o ther  th ings ,  l i ke  i f  you  wanted  a  13-year -o ' ld  g i r1 ,  tha t  cou ld

cos t  you  $5 ,000.  And th is  went  on  fo r  a  wh i le .

0M: Where were they sel l ing the gir l? Was i t  more than just  an adopt ion agency,

i t  got  to be into the prost i tut ion?

J :  I t  go t  in to  o ther  th ingsr  j les .  But  the i r  take  was over  a  ha l f  a  mi l l ion

do l la rs  a  year  in  dona t ions .  Ha l f  a  m i l l i on  in  dona t ions .  Th is  i s  because

of their  good work.  We don' t  know how much total ,  but  they took, we

be l ieve ,  over  th ree  mi ' l l i on  in  sa le  o f  human bod ies ,  sa le  o f  these ch i ld ren .

The guy that t r ipped, real ly got Immigrat ion and the State Department,

the Department of Public l,r lelfare--got them involved--was a guy that worked

for  IBM up in  Minneapo l is .  H is  ch i ld  d ied  a t  two years .  They  wanted  to

adopt a two-year-old chi ld.  They came to the guy and they paid him $3,000,

and he  smugg led  the  ch i ld  in  and de l i vered  h im up in  Minnesota .  Immigra t ion

got  w ind  o f  i t  ' cause he  t r ied  to  enro l l  the  k id  in  schoo l ,  in  k indergar ten .

11
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"Where'd he come from?" "0h, I  bought hirn down in Mexico."  And everybody

got exci ted and they chased this guy. hlel i ,  i t  ended up that I  got  involved

with al l  the rest  of  these agencies and we had hfm staked out.  But that

was an  in te res t ing  case.

The parents  tha t  took  'em. . .

Innocent.  Perfect ly innocent people.

Perfect ly innocent people who wanted chi idren.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

But  th is  guy  down here  was s l ipp ing 'em back  and fo r th  across  the  border .

0h ,  yeah!  He 'd  k idnap 'em over  in  l4ex ico .

He 'd  k idnap them?

f iThere 's ]  a  wamant  fo r  h is  k idnapp ing  over  in  Mex ico .  There 's  one ou t ,

we 'd  l i ke  to  ge t  h im over  there .

0M: Did he a1 so buy them?

H:  We don ' t  know,  we can ' t  p rove  i t .  Probab ly  d id ,  p robab ' l y  pa id  some o f  the

mothers  o f f .  Bu t  i t  became so  luc ra t i ve ,  he 'd  do  any th ing .  We took  photos .

We had a group of  undercover people set t in '  up in the Hol iday Inn downtown,

photograph ing  h im tak ing  money and de l i ver ing  a  baby  in  the  P laza .

OM:

H:

Downtown EI Paso?

Yeah.  We had a  3 ,000 mi l l in re te r  lens  on  a  camera  tak ing  p ic tu res  o f  the

guy doing i t .  The day that Intercept started, we had a set  up to br ing

over a car load--you know, f ive or s ix k ids wi th the two women, Vou know.

They were gonna smuggle these kids in to sel l  them to a guy at  L iFE magazine

that set  up the deal  to make a bust.  [The] day Intercept started, i t

b lew i t ,  because nobody could get over.

Is  tha t  r igh t?JM:
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Yeah.  But  we broke f t  up .  The guy  go t  14  years  in  ia i l .  The o ld  1ady ,

h is  "w i fe " ,  She go t  12  years .  l . Ie 've  pee led  them fo r  about  a lmost  $3 '000,000,

to ta l  p roper t ies ,  tha t  they 'd  acqu i red  i l l ega l Iy .

How did you break them up?

l l le  jus t  kep t  d igg ing  ou t ,  and f ina ' l1y  the  In te rna l  Revenue f i led  l iens .

We knew the income, because we'd get th is guy to te l l  us he paid him three

thousand; and that guy paid him three thousand.

You had to go to each one of  the cotton pickin '  parents?

0h,  I  d idn ' t ,  bu t  we had peop le  do  i t .  And then we d id  what  you ca l l  a

net  wor th ,  How much d id  he  spend? How much d id  he  bank? Wel l ,  i t ' s  a

long  [p rocess ] ,  i t  t ook  us  th ree  and  a  ha ] f  years  o f  i us t  d igg in ' ,  d igg in ' ,

d igg in 'on  i t .  Then he  t r ied  to  burn  h is  house down,  down here  when he

le f t .  And I  go t  a  ca l l  a t  two o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing ,  and the  f i remen

were putt ing the f i re out.  They said,  "Get down here,  he's t ry ing to

burn the jo int ."  Wel l ,  I  got  down and we went into the embers,  and we

dug a1 l  these papers .  And he  t r ied  to  burn  a l ' l  o f  h is  ev idence,  bu t  he  pu t

too much of  i t  in the f i re together and i t  d idn' t  burn.  l , ' le opened up.

We found here bank accounts where he'd deposi ted $240,000. We found one

p iece  o f  p roper ty  he  bought ,  wh ich  was in  the  ou tsk i t t s  o f  Denver ,  Co lorado.

He bought  13 ,000 acres ,  and pa id  cash fo r  i t ,  ou ts ide  o f  Denver .  Now,

you know, you don' t  buy that stuf f  for  50 bucks an acre.  He bought a

church  in  Wash ing ton ,  D.C. ,  one o f  the  church  bu i ld ings ,  and pa id  over

$500,000 fo r  i t .  Wel l ,  we know he spent  tha t  money because he  had pa id .

So you set up a tax on that basis.  Once you get a tax assessment,  i t 's

easy .  Then i t ' s  jus t  a  mat te r  o f  go ing  and en forc ing  i t .

How did you f inal ' ly  make the amest on the man?
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h le  d idn ' t .  The Immigra t ion  Serv ice  made the  ar res t  ac tua l l y - -smugg l ing  o f

al  iens.  That WaS the easy case to make. Now, we cou' ld 've made him on

tax  f raud,  bu t  tha t ' s  hard  to  p rove .  Smugg l ing  a l iens ,  man,  tha t ' s  easy .

They  jus t  wa lked up ,  pu t  the  handcuf fs  on  h jm,  and pu t  h im in  ia i l .

He 's  in  fo r  tha t  now?

He 's  ou t  now.

He 's  ou t?

Yeah.  We11,  you know,  you never  serve  14  years .  He go t  ou t  in  [1974. ]

See ,  we  pu t  h im away  in  abou t . . .we ]1 ,  i t  was  r igh t  a t  In te rcep t ,  ' 69 ,  and

he was out in '74.  He served f ive years,

Any other cases l ike that?

Not  l i ke  tha t  one.  I  know o f  another  one,  an  In te rna l  Revenue case.

Now, th is is a good type of  f raud. You have a corporat ion,  you make a

corpora t ion  w i th  th ree  guVS,  b ig  corpora t ion .  You h i re  a  lo t  o f  peop le .

Th is  i s  a  s tee l  manufac tur ing  peop le .  You know,  they  fabr ica te  tanks  and

beams, al l  th is type of  stuf f .  But the three of f icers of  the corporat ion

are  jan i to rs ,  we lders  and la themen.  Th is  par t i cu la r  company h i red  th ree

Mex ican young k ids ,  young Mex ican Amer ican types- -b r igh t  k ids .  "You ' re

the  pres ident ,  . you ' re  the  v ice-pres ident r  J /ou ' re  the  secre tary - t reasurer . "

They  sa t  in  o f f i ces ,  they  d idn ' t  do  any th ing .  A l l  they  d id  was s i t  in

of f ices and hold the t i t le.  And these guys were steal  ing corporate

funds, they were steal ing tax money, they were fai l ing to report  income.

You know,  every th ing  they  cou ld ,  they  fwere ]  jus t  r ipp in '  peop le  o f f .

Wel l ,  who ge ts  the  b lame? The o f f i cers  o f  the  corpora t ion ,  r igh t?  The

off icers of  the corporat ion were three nice young fel lows that iust

g raduated  ' l i ke  
say  f rom UTEP,  in  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion .  They ' re  innocent ,
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but they were the suckers that  s igned the let ters.  You know, l the stat ionery

said]  President on i t .  Internal  Revenue doesn' t  work that  way. They say

the  respons ib le  par ty .  They  don ' t  say  the  respons ib le  o f f i cer ,  respons ib le

party.

So  we s ta r ted  d igg in ' .  I  says ,  "He l l ,  th i s  k id  cou ldn ' t  have  done  i t .

Who 's  your  boss?"  He  says ,  "We11,  I  check  a l l  my  dec is ions  w i th  John , "

whatever  h is  name was,  I  don ' t  remember .  "Who 's  he? ' r  "WeJ l ,  he  works

around the  p lan t  here ,  you  know.  He t r ies  to  keep in  w i th  the  men. "  "0h ,

that 's interest ing,"  you know. l , r le interviewed al l  three of  them, we got

the  same s to ry .  Any  dec is ion ,  l i ke  the  buy ing  o f  s tee l ,  the  char te r ing  o f

an  a i rp ' lane ,  the  payment  o f  taxes ,  payment  o f  b i l l s ,  [ t f rey 'd ]  a lways  d iscuss

i t  wi th these guys thatr  lou know, they t r ied to have rapport  wi th the

employees ,  a lways  worked ou t  in  the  shop.  t , . le I1 ,  i sn ' t  tha t  s t range,  you 'd

go to  them to  f ind  ou t?  So,  we d id  more  d igg in ' ;  and what  i t  bo i l s  down

to is,  these guys had been through bankruptcy before and learned that an

employee is  never  l iab le  fo r  any th ing ,  the  o f f i cer  i s  l iab le .  So,  you

appo in t  th ree  guys  o f f i cers ,  te l l  them to  come to  you,  you ' re  jus t  an

empl oyee .

So,  what  they  d id ,  they  had pee led  over  $47,000 in  tax .  Th is  i s  tax

money they  s to le - -you know,  employees '  w i thho ld ing  tax .  And they  sa id ,

"Wel l ,  there 's  no th ing  you can do  about  i t .  So ,  take  the  company. "  The

company a in ' t  go t  any th ing ;  i t ' s  a l l ,  you  know,  mor taged.  "Go ahead and

take the  company. "  I  says ,  "No,  f r iend .  We ' re  gonna ge t  you . "  He says ,

"A in ' t  no  way you can ge t  me.  I 'm jus t  an  emp ' loyee o f  the  company. "  I

says ,  "We ' l l  see  you in  cour t . "  There  is  a  p rov is ion  under  tax  law tha t

says that i f  the responsibie party misappropr iates tax money, he is j  iable
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in his own person. l^ Ie had to prove that he knew, that  he knowledgeably did

th is ,  tha t  he  removed i t  w i th  knowledge and w i th  ma l ice- -a l l  the  in ten t ,

you  know.  I t  took  me about2 ,000hours  o f  research ,  and we proved i t .  He

never  went  to  cour t .  They  wa lked in ,  sa id ,  "Wel l ,  we d isagree w i th  the

assessment ,  we ' l l  pay  i t . "  They  pa id  us  $49,000 and someth ing ,  inc lud ing

some interest .

And I  d id 26 of  those r ight  here in El  Paso, Texas-- twenty-six.  They

cal l  them a corporate dissolut ion.  You go to the of f icers for  corporate

debt .  Yuck !  E l  Paso was r ipe .  I t  was  a  beaut i fu l  spo t .  Nobody ever

lhad co i lec ted ]  f rom a  corpora t ion .  "A l I  r igh t ;  fo rge t  i t . "  They  go  on

their  merry way. These guys wene gett in '  r ich.  You know, go up and look

on the  t i t ' l es  o f  R im Road proper ty  and i t ' l l  te ' |1  you a  l i t t le  s to ry .

I t 's  a real  interest ing story.  How did those people get that  money?

The people who Jive on Rim Road?

Some o f  them,  no t  a l l  o f ' em.  Some o f 'em are  rea l  so l id  c i t i zens ,  o1d

money, people that are farmers. But tell me how some of these guys that

come into town and in three years were able to buy on Rim--this is back

when Rim Road was i t - -buying Rim Road property.  0r ,  te l l  me how Frank

Estes acquired $800,000 worth of  property in one day and never saved a

d ime in  h is  l i fe .  He was B i l l y  So l ' s  b ro ther .  They  never  found the  proper ty

B i  1  
' l y  

So1 had,  d id  they? Wel  l  ,  i  f  they '1  
' l  

l  ook  in  the  proper  p1ace,  in

the  county  records ,  they ' i l  f ind  tha t  Frank  S.  Es tes  and Wi l l iam S.  Es tes

acquired over $. | ,600,000 worth of  property the day before the tax l ien

was  f i l ed .

0M: Are they f rom El Paso?

H:  No,  they ' re  a t  Pecos .  I t ' s  the  E l  Paso area .
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That  b ig  b low up . . .

Yeah. You remember Bi l ly  Sol  Estes.

I  remember that  case, yes.

B i ' l ' l y  So l  had no  assets  when we went  ou t  w i th  the  tax  l ien .  He 'd  go t ten

r id  o f  every th ing ,  every th ing .  Nobody cou ld  f ind  i t .  I t  took  an  o ld

guy  f rom Ca l i fo rn ia  to  f ind  i t .  I  wa lked in  the  county  records  in  Cu lberson

and Hudspeth County,  and there i t  1ay.

0M:  Any  o ther  cases  l i ke  th is  tha t  invo lved impor t ing  workers  f rom Mex ico?

H:  0h ,  we don ' t  ge t  in to  much o f  the  impor t ing  workers ;  tha t ' s  an  Immigra t ion

main  th ing .  But  we know o f  i t ,  we know o f  a  lo t  o f  them.  You know,

Greyhound buses of  'em over at  Lordsburg that are picked up. Greyhound

buses ,  56  i l l ega ls .  The guys  are  pro fess iona ls .  They  go t  a  $S0,000 bus ,

they  hau l  'em to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  That  rea l l y  i s  no t  my ba i l iw ick  because I

on' ly know of certain cases that we did because of  other th ings we do.

Now, l ike the [Border]  Patrol  stuf f ,  we see.

0M:  We1] ,  what  I  was  re fe r r ing  to  i s  l i ke  in  th is  case where  th is  guy  was

se1 ' l ing  k ids .  The border  loca t ion  in  th is  case was impor tan t  fo r  h im.

H:  Yeah .

0M: I  was wonder ing i f  in corporate f raud, there may have been other cases that

involve br inging workers in f rom Mexico, and in that  way this enhanced the

f raud opera t ion  tha t  was  go ing  on .

H: l^ le '11,  I 'm sure there was an aspect to i t .  But when I  f i rst  came here in

E l  Paso,  a  1ega1 worker  was ge t t in '  35  bucks  a  week,  1966.  I t  use  to  be

a Farah check .  Peop le  wou ld  come in  w i th  a  week ly  Farah check ,  $35,  $37.

You know, ei ther you work for  that  or  you don' t  work,  per iod.  This was

an a t t i tude .  Boy ,  E l  Paso was l i ke  25  years  beh ind  Los  Ange ' les  when I
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came here .  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  i t .  Peop le  were  work ing  fo r  th is  k ind  o f

money.

. . lM: The amazing thing wasn' t  that  they were working for low wages, but that

iow a  wage.

H:  Tha t  low a  wage.  And  they  were  work ing  a t  i t .  You 'd  go  ou t . . . I ' d  h i re  a

maid.  l , lhen I  f i rst  came here,  I  went cYazy. I  says,  "Geez, You hire a

maid  fo r  two bucks  a  day?"  "Yeah. "  That ' s  two b i ts  an  hour .  I  says ,

"Th is  i s  c razy ,  th is  i s  i l i ega l . "  They  were  pay ing  $8  a  day  over  in  LA

at that  t ime, and that was before maids were under the minimum wage. I

says ,  "Th is  i s  i l 1ega1 . "  "No ,  no ,  tha t ' s  the  way  i t  a lways  i s . "  You 'd

hire a maid for  a month.  I f  you paid 'em over 50 bucks, .you were crazy.

I f  you  pa id  them over  50  bucks ,  l i ve - in  ma id ,  you  were  c razy .  When I

f i rs t  came here ,  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  i t .  I  sa id ,  " I ' ve  s tepped back  in to

the  11 th  century . "

That was in 166 that you got here?

Six ty -s ix .  I  bought  a  home.  I t ' s  2080 square  fee t ,  b r ick ,  fu l l y  a i r '

cond i t ioned,  fu ] l y  coo led ,  s la te  en t rys ,  30  by  lB  pa t io ,  I  foo t  wa l l  a l ' l

the way around i t .  They thought they were r ippin '  me of f  and I  thought

I  was  ge t t in 'a  good  dea l - -$ . |6 ,000 ,  inc lud ing  the  lo t .  LA ,  I  had  a  home

ha l f  tha t  b ig ,  no t  b r ick ,  no t  a i r -cond i t ioned- -so ld  i t  fo r  $24,000.

JM:  That ' s  typ ica l .  Now pr ices  are  rea l l y  go ing  up .

H:  See ,  we ' re  comp la in ing  abou t  in f la t ion .  The  on ly  th ing  we ' re  do ing  i s ,

we ' re  ca tch ing  up .

0M: What was the di f ference in the home pr ice then?

H:  Wel l ,  the  house tha t  I  p resent ly  have,  in  Los  Ange ies  wou ld  have so ld  fo r

$40,000 a t  the  t ime I  bought  i t .  I  bought  i t  fo r  $16,000,  i t  wou ld  be

OM:

H:



19HUDG INS

so ld  fo r  $40,000 in  LA.

0M:  But  you sa id  tha t  you  bought  th is  house here  fo r  $ ]6 ,000?

H:  Yeah .

0M: What did you think about that  low pr ice in comparison to LA? What was the

exp l  anat ion?

H:  Cheap labor .  That ' s  what  they  to ld  me.  0 f  course ,  we ' l l ,  b r i ck  i s  made in

Mex ico ,  wh ich  i t  i s .  The laborers  a re  Mex ican.  I  guess  the  wood. . . I  don ' t

know fwhere] the wood even come from. But basical ly,  they were just

r ipp in ' these peop le  o f f .  The cernent  maker ,  cement  f in isher ,  they  go  ge t t in '

seven bucks an hour in LA in 1965. 0ver here,  the biggest cement man in

th is  town to ld  me,  he  says ,  " I  pay 'em two bucks  an  hour  because I  want  a

keep  a  few o f 'em.  I f  they  hear  abou t  LA,  they ' l l  l eave . "  The  guy 's  pay in '

two bucks  an  hour ,  $16.00  a  day  fo r  a  cement  f in isher .  Th is  i s  the  k ind  o f

th ing  we ' re  ta lk ing  about .  In te rna ' l  Revenue,  when I  came here  in  
. |966,

I  had a wage of  8800 and some dol1ars,  and I  was in the upper ten percent

o f  the  incomes o f  E l  Paso.  E l  Paso had a  per  cap i ta  income,  pub l i shed by

the  E l  Paso Nat iona l  Bank ,  o f  under  $4 ,000 when I  came here .  See,  th is

town has grown a lot .

. lM:  Wel l ,  Bob,  these prob lems to  do  w i th  i l l ega ]s  o r  lega ls  tha t  have jus t  become

1ega1, or people that  have immigrated from Mexico and been here for  one or

two generat ions,  do you feel  that  th is problem has been perpetuated here?

0h ,  de f in i te l y .

lllhv?

l , ' l e l l ,  i t ' s  because  the . . . I  p robab ly  am t read in 'on  toes ,  bu t  i t ' s  the

advantage of  the people,  the old Good 01e Boys.

L ike  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t .

H :

JM:

H:

JM:
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H: Yeah, the Good Ole Boys. If you can get a guy to work for two bucks an

hour  and se ' I1  your  p roduc t  in  compet i t ion  to  a  guy  tha t ' s  pay ing  $6 .00  an

hour. Gasoline was the same price as LA when I came here. I^Je were paying

about 36 cents a gal lon here and we paid 36 in LA. In LA they gave the

guy three bucks on hour.  0ver here,  they paid him 60 cents an hour.  Whors

mak ing  the  pro f i t?  Gaso ' l ine  d idn ' t  cos t  'em any  more .  Why was the  un ion

wage paid at  the Texaco Ref inery in El  Paso hal f  of  what i t  was-- the union

wage pa id - - in  LA? Gas pr ice ,  same th ing .  My ques t ion  comes up ,  who ge ts

the money? We1l,  I  know who gets the money. I  was in Internal  Revenue.

Gas stat ions in th is town, i f  a guy had managed i t  proper ly,  you can make

yourse l f  a  goddamn. . .ge t  r i ch  on  i t .  I  mean,  l i t e ra l l y  r i ch .  Go  ou t  and

look at  the standard gas stat ion operators that  were f ly ing the Bonanzas.

I t  happens, f r iend, i t  happens. They guy had a eight puff ip,  standard gas

s ta t ion ,  and he  was a f f luen t  enough to  have a  Cad i l ' l ac ,  h is  w i fe  had a

Cad i l ' l ac ,  and he  f lew a  Bonanza a i rp lane.  You don ' t  do  tha t  on  a  sa la ry

of a gas stat ion at tendant.

[ ^ le l l ,  then  most  o f  th is  money,  you th ink ,  was  s tay ing  r igh t  here ,  a  lo t

o f  i t ?

A lo t  o f  i t  was .  That ' s  where  a  lo t  o f  these peop le  go t  r i ch .  You ' re

se l l ing  a  p roduc t  in  compet i t ion  to  New York ,  Los  Ange les ,  Denver ,  San Fran,

and you ' re  pay in '  a  lo t  less  wage.  0kay ,  the  pro f i t  has  to  be  more .  I f

you take in a thousand, you spend a hundred, Vou got a $900 gross prof i t .

I f  you take in a thousand, you spend $400, you got a $SOO gross prof i t .

You know,  once be fore  you to14 me about  mak ' ing  peop le  r iqh teous .  Th is

seems I  ike such a huge problem.

I t  i sn ' t  a  p rob lem.  I t ' s  a  fac t  o f  l i f e .

JM:

H:

JM:

H:
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JM:  I t ' s  a  fac t  o f  l i fe .  But  to  make th ings  equ i tab le r  o r  make them somehow

work out to where people are be- ing honest wi th one another,  what would you

suggest--or do You have any ideas?

H:  WeI l ,  you ' re  ge t t ing  ou t  o f  the  lega l ,  you ' re  ge t t ing  in to  soc ia l .  Because

you can ' t  regu la te  mora ls  w i th  law.  I t s  never  been done in  a  thousand years ,

and i t  i sn ' t  gonna be  done by  us .  t ' l ha t  you ' re  gonna have to  do  is ,  peop le

wake up  and say ,  "Look ,  i f  th is  dude 's  pay ing  80  cents  an  hour ,  I  won ' t

buy  h is  p roduc t . "  I ' l l  t e1 ' l  you  what ' l l  happen .  He ' l l  e i the r  lower  the

pr ice of  the product so substant ia l ' ly  you can' t  af ford to not buy i t ,  or

he ' l l  ra ise  the  wage un t i l  you  take  the  onus  o f f .  Bu t  i t ' s  bas ica l l y  a

social  problem. We can' t  go out and say, "0K, you pay a minimum wage, three

bucks  an  hour . "  Yeah,  tha t ' s  the  law o f  the  land now.  Why do  we have so

many i11ega1s? Because a l ' l  these r igh teous  peop le ,  a l l  these Good 01e Boys ,

s t i l l  pay  i t .  Why is  dope be ing  hau led? Because o f  the  b ig  p ro f i t .  Has

noth ing  to  do  w i th  how good i t  i s ,  i t  has  to  do  w i th  p ro f i t .  When you see

an l8 -year -o ld  k id  tha t  can  make a  mi l ' l i on  bucks ,  he ' l l  hau l  dope.  And we

did.  The case of  the guy Taylor,  you remember.  His mother says,  when she

found the  $800,000 in  h is  d resser ,  and he 's  a  l7 -year -o ld  k id ,  you  know,

in  h igh  schoo l ,  " la le l l ,  I  thought  he  was work ing  a t  the  Minu te  Marke t . "

0 f  course ,  she  was pedd l in '  dope a lso ,  the  o ld  lady  was pedd ' l in '  hero in .

0M: Let 's go back and trace your career wi th the Customs Service when you got

here  in  1966.

H:  A l l  r igh t .  I  t rans femed over .  I  was  work ing  a  gun case.  G ive  you an

example--we were working these gun cases on South El  Paso Street in 
' l969.

Got so bad that the crooks knew me. They'd say,  "Hey what are you doing

out  here  ton igh t?"  You know,  you ' re  wor th less .  So what  happenso they
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transferred me to Customs.

:  What gun cases?

Never heard of  Sun Hardware? 0K, we took out of  Sun Hardware 79,000 pounds

of  50  ca l iber  mach ine  guns ,  mor ta rs ,  bazookas ,  tommy guns .

Th is  was  in  ' 69?

S ix ty -e igh t ;  yeah , '67  o r '68 ,  a long  in  the re .  Yeah '  th i s  guy  was  the

largest gun dealer in the Uni ted States.  He sold more 30-30 r i f le ammunit ion

than any other hardware dealer in the Uni ted States.  He sold i t  by the

boxcar  load.  He supp ' l ied  Mex ico .  You can ' t  be l ieve  th is  guy .  He had

unbel i evabl e amounts .

JM:  Is  th is  the  one tha t  was  down in  Ys le ta?

H: No, he was r ight  down here on South El  Paso Street.  Sun Hardware.

0M: Where were these guns going to?

h le l l ,  a l l  over  the  wor ld .

Leg i t imate  peop le  o r  revo lu t ionar ies?

No, Lordn ho. Nobody 
' legi t imate 

ever had

bazooka,  what  they  was se l l in r  rem.

a  50  ca l  iber  mach ine  gun or  a

Where was this stuf f  going to?

To revolut ionar ies-- in Mexico,  probab' ly,  or  maybe for t ransshipment.  l^ le

don ' t  know.  A l l  we know is  tha t  he  was us ing  i t - -hand grenades,  p is to ls ,

you name i t .

JM:  How was he  acqu i r ing  i t ,  though?

H:  Lega l1y .  He was a  gun dea ler .  And o f  course ,  our  laws are  very  uns t r i c t .

You know, nobody wonders about why wou' ld a guy in El  Paso, Texas, sel l  more

30-30 ammuni t ion  than any  dea ler  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  Never  ask  h im.  He 's

pay ing  cash fo r  boxcar  loads  o f  30-30 ,  a in ' t  nobody cares .

22
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What was the guy's name?

Pedro  Muhoz.  I f  he  comes on  th is  s ide ,  we s t i l l  go t  a  war ran t  fo r  h is  a r res t .

0h ,  he 's  in  Mex ico?

You betcha,  you be tcha.  0h ,  yeah,  go  read the  newspapers  s ta r t in '  in  '63 ,

about  the  b ig  gun cases .  These guys ,  i t ' s  unbe l ievab le .  We had 79 ,000

pounds.  Th is  i sn ' t  count in '  the  amrnun i t ion ,  th is  doesn ' t  count  the  powder

or  any  o f  the  exp los ives .  Th is  i s  on ly  the  hardware .  That ' s  40  tons .

Do you have any idea how he was gett ing i t  across?

Smugg l in '  i t .  P ick -up  t rucks .  They 'd  have a  p ick -up  t ruck  w i th  a  bed th is

deep,  pu t  50  r i f les  in  i t .  Lay  up  a  sheet  o f  paper  over  i t ,  take  i t  ac ross .

Pay the Mexicans 50 bucks, down the road. Same way you haul  dope. Fly i t .

Anything and [everything].

How long  d id  he  do  th is?

} 'Je don' t  know. We caught him, and we stopped i t  when we caught him. But

probab ly  10  years .

JM: He f lew the coop before you could get your f ingers on him, though.

H: l^ le l l ,  i t  was again one of  those circumstances that,  nobody seemed to be

ab le  to  f ind  h im unt i l  he  go t  in  Mex ico .  L ' Ie  f igured  tha t  there  was a . . . I

know that there was a t ip-of f .

And thi s was sti l ' l  wh i l e you were wi th . . .

Internal  Revenue, yeah

0k, now when did you come to Customs?

September 17, 1969, the week before Intercept started.

l^ Ie]1,  that 's a very interest ing t ime, because Intercept was just  about to

start .  What was the environment here wi th the Customs Service at  that

t ime?
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Before Intercept?

At the t ime that you came in.

A l l  r igh t .  We Were  a  g roup o f  g ree ters '  We were  pub l ic  re la t ions  men.

You never  opened a  t runk ;  and i f  you  d id ,  and you d idn ' t  ca tch  a  load o f

dope or  someth in ' ,  you  go t  your  rear  end ea t  up .  I t  was  a  g ree t ing  serv ice .

I rJe didn' t  enforce the law, nobody rea' l1y cared. No problems'  you know.

We' re  a  n ice  bunch o f  n ice  peop le .  "He i lo ,  how are  you,  s i r? "  You know.

' lF ine .  "  "Br ing  any th ing  f rom Mex ico?r r  r rNo,  I 'm no t  b r ing ing  any th ing

from Mexico."  "Oka!,"  down the road. I  crossed this border f rom '66 to

'69 ,  I  c rossed i t  and I  never  fgo t  checked] .  I  mean luggage,  every th ing .

I  even adopted  a  ch i1d ,  b rought  tha t  ch i ld  in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  w i th

adopt ion  papers ,  and nobody looked a t  'em.  They  wou ldn ' t  look  a t  your

luggage.  I f  you 'd  look  a t  peop le 's  luggage,  they 'd  compla in  to  the  congress-

man,  you 'd  ge t  f i red .

Why th is  po l i cy  o f  ius t  be ing  gree ters?

I t  wasn ' t  po l i cy ,  i t  was  the  way i t  was .  I f  you  searched a  guy  and he

d idn ' t  l i ke  i t ,  he  goes  to  the  congressman,  the  congressman gets  you f i red '

o r  ge ts  you t rans fer red .  I t  don ' t  take  you very ' long  to  f igure  ou t ,  "Wel l ,

he11,  they  don ' t  want  to  en force  the  1a lv . "

Do you think there was pressure f rom local  people?

0h ,  I  know there  was .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  a t  a l l ,  I

There was?

Yes .  I f  you 'd . . . you 'd  h i t  Mayor  Te l les ,  open  the

Te l les '  car ,  Vou jus t  s igned your  death  war ran t ,

the  Ass is tan t  Ch ie f  o f  Po l i ce  smugg l ing  16  cases

[Customs] of f icer and transfemed him. "Don' t  do

know there was.
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JM:  I t  i sn r t  tha t  way  now,  i s  i t?

H:  No.  We had to  change the  who le . . .  In te rcept  had abso lu te ly  no th ing  to  do

with catching dope. I t  was the act ion taken by a new President who says,

"We 've  go t  to  take  a  s tand .  We ' l l  ca l l  i t  s topp in 'dope . "  Bu t  bas ica l l y

i t  was a po' l i t ical  move. Look at  the record.  We had Intercept on, [and]

every car,  every person that crossed this border for  ten weeks-- t runk, hood,

glove box, purses, pockets--everything was searched. We got less than a

pound o f  dope.  And I 'm ta lk ing  about  search .  I ^ le ' re  no t  ta lk ing  about

look ing  a t  the  ca r - -we ' re  ta ' l k ing  abou t  pu l l i ng  the  sea ts  ou t ,  open in '

the  t runk ,  pound in ' the  spare  t i re ,  i n  the  ca r ,  i n  the  person .  Got  less

than a  pound o f  dope.  But  i t  d id  teach us  one th ing ! .we can en force  the

law and make f t  s t i ck .

JM: 0n anyone.

H:  And you a in ' t  gonna be l ieve  the  hor rendous th ings .  Le t ' s  ta lk  about  a

penal ty before I  came in here.  A large furni ture manufacturer in th is town

would  come over  w i th  fu rn i tu re .  DutV wou ld  be  $300.  He 'd  under  dec la re

i t .  He 'd  dec la re  i t  as  va lue  a  hundred  do l la rs .  I t s  ac tua l  va lue  was  a

thousand.  We 'd  ca tch  h im.  We 'd  se ize  i t .  He 'd  come over  and pay  a  $25

penal ty,  and get i t  down the road. Save him $]8,  $20 per seizure on duty.

I t  was cheaper to pay the penal ty [ than] i t  was the duty.

They'd come over,  the standard gag was, Jou br ing your gir l  over.

You make a  b ig  p roduc t ion ,  you  know,  l i ke  a  theater  p roduc t ion ,  in  the

of f i ce  o f  the  d i rec to r  and say ,  "You are  f i red .  You shou ld 've  thought

[ that ]  the value of  thfs was di f ferent."  Okay, the director lets i t  go for

25  bucks .  So the  guy  pays  the  25  bucks  and saves  $gA ' in  du ty .  [The o ld

co l lec to r ]  A iO th is  fo r  years ,  un t i l  Mr .  Pra t t ,  the  D is t r i c t  D i rec to r ,  the

25
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new one came in .  He says ,  "No.  [That ' s ]  no t  gonna be  tha t  way .  I f  you

violate the law, mister,  you pay the penal ty.  The penal ty 's a thousand

bUCkS. "  The  gUy  Says ,  "You  Can ' t  dO th iS . t r  He  Sa id ,  " I  Can . "  Nex t  th ing

we do, we got a cal l  f rom Lyndon B. Johnson. He was the President of  the

Uni ted  Sta tes  a t  tha t  t ime.  Mr .  Lyndon Johnson h imse l f  ca l led  and says ,

"Turn  i t  l  oose.  "

:  He  ca l led  here  loca l?

Yes ,  s i r .

: l , lhen was this?

Th is ' s  in '68 .

:  And,  what  d id  he  say?

Wel l ,  I  wasn ' t  here ,  I  came in  169.  But  I  know th is  i s  a  fac t .  When the

men that are tot in '  the badge today got a cal l  f rom Lyndon B. Johnson [ tnat ]

says ,  "Turn  i t  looser "  he  tu rned i t  loose.  "You want  to  tu rn  i t  loose,

Mr .  Pres ident?"  "Turn  i t  loose. "  They  d idn ' t  tu rn  i t  loose a f te r  Mr .  Pra t t .

When N ' ixon  came in  and s ta r ted . . .

Had no th in '  to  do  w i th  N ixon.  N ixon was the  guy  tha t  d id  i t ,  bu t  ac tua l l y

the guy that caused it was the Secretary of the Treasury. They saw what we

were . . . they  were  r ipp in '  th is  count ry  apar t .  Had peop ' le  b r ing ing  s tu f f  in

[1ike]  shir ts,  shoes-- foreigners would never pay any duty.  They were just

hurt ing the manufacturers.  So, the manufacturers were screamin'  and

ho l le r in ' .  N ixon  come in ,  VOU know,  he 's  the  new Repub l i can ,  the  bus inessman 's

f r iend,  a l l  th is  b i t .  We11,  he 'd  ge t  the  c red i t  fo r  i t .  Bu t  the  Secre tary

o f  the  Treasury 's  the  guy  tha t  went  and sa id ,  "Hey  C1yde,  here 's  what 's

happen in '  ,  we ' re  be ing  r ipped o f f .  Do someth in '  .  "  Wel  1  ,  you  wou ldn ' t  want

to  say  we ' re  go ing  to  ge t  the  commerc ia l  communi ty ,  tha t  wou ldn ' t  be  po l i t i c .
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But  fyou  saV] ,  "We ' re  gonna ge t  the  dopers ,  tha t ' s  what  we ' re  go ing  to  do . "

But you turn the th ing around.

We cou ld 'Ve  ca ' l l ed  i t  someth ing  e1se ,  the  gas  c r i s i s '  o r . . .we l1 ,  you

know,  what  do  you l i ke?  Communism.  Joe McCar thy  ca l led  i t  Communism.  I t ' s

whatever  you p ick .  I t  go t  the  job  done.  And i t  go t  i t  done leg i t imate ly .

I , ,Je started abiding by our own laws. One example-- I  got  cases r ight  in my

f i les  in  there  where  we f lagran t ' l y  v io la ted  the  peop le 's  r igh ts  and the

' law,  
se ized someth ing  because you don ' t  I  i t<e  [ tne ]  sonafab i tch .  "Don ' t

l i ke  goddamn h ipp ies ,  pu t  'em in  ia i l ! "  The iudge 'd  t ry  your  case fo r  you

in  cour t .  That ' s  r igh t .  You make a  subs tan t ia l  emor .  "Don ' t  wor ry ,  don ' t

pay  a t ten t ion  to  i t . "  I ' ve  seen  i t .  You  d idn ' t  g i ve  a  guy

We]1 ,  you  in tended to .  "He 's  a  bad dude anyhow."  That  k ind

shocks  me.

o f  s tu f f .  I t

But I  come in here and I  turned a seizure back to some guy, and he says,

" I ^Je ' l l ,  back  in  the  o1d days ,  Jou  know,  we d idn ' t  have a  guy  l i ke  you. "

"That ' s  r igh t .  Back  in  the  o ld  days  you d idn ' t .  Back  in  the  o ld  days  we

d id  a  lo t  th ings  tha t  we ' re  no t  gonna do  now. r '  You 've  go t  to  recogn ize

we ' re  no t  back  in  the  o1d days .  And we be t te r  s ta r t  t rea t in 'peop le 's

r igh ts  l i ke  they  had r igh ts .  0 r  when dc  we say ,  "WeI l ,  I  don ' t  happen to

l i ke  ba ld -headed men?"  0 r  Repub l icans? 0r  Democra ts?  0r  you know,  " I

don ' t  l i ke  un ivers i ty  p ro fessors . "  H i t le r  d id  and he  go t  away w i th  i t .

We were close. We got to the point  where the Good 01e Boys lwou]d sayl ,

" [ , ' l e l ] ,  he 's  a  Mex ican.  You know how i t  i s . "  I t  was  pub l ic ,  pub l i c  knowledge.

A in ' t  no th in '  aga ins t  the  law about  shoot ing  a  l t4ex ican.  We had a  D is t r i c t

Director here that one t i rne made that statement in publ ic.  He says, "Hel ' l  ,

I  don ' t  know o f  any ' law tha t  says  you can ' t  shoot  a  Mex ican. "  That  was
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the  a t t i tude .

I,rlhen was that said?

0h, that  was vvay back. That was 0tero,  Col lector 0tero.  I t  was probably

back  in  the  la te '40s .  Bu t  th i s  was  peop le ' s  a t t i t ude .  Ta lk  to  the  o ld -

t imers.  "0h, I  'member we used to take that dude out in the back of  the

bu i ld ing  and beat  h im w i th  a  b lack jack .  I t ' l i  teach these guys  to  ta lk

to  us :  3 lou  know."  And i t  happened,  i t  happened.  I t  don ' t  happen now.

But  we 've  evo lved,  jus t  l i ke  the  po l i ce .  You know,  they  used to  car ry

brass  knuck les  and beat  on  peop le .  You don ' t  now.  No,  we run  a  rea l

professional  service now. And a lot  of  i t  is  at t r ibuted to some pret ty

smar t  peop le  tha t  came in  and says ,  "Look ,  Vou canr t  run  a  p lace  l i ke  th is .

You  can ' t .  Th is  i s  a  d ic ta to rsh ip .  You  can ' t  run  i t  th i s  way . "  " l . l e l l

why  no t?"  " l . le l l ,  because the  law says . "  You know,  "Take the  guy 's  car ,

he run the br idge."  "} . le l l ,  what makes you think he run the br idge?" "hJel ' l  ,

you  know,  he  d id .  He d idn ' t  repor t . "  "h le l l ,  what  spec i f i c?"  "Wel ' l  o  he

d id . "  That ' s  no t  ev idence.  I t  won ' t  ge t  i t  in  my o f f i ce  anymore .  I f  you

can ' t  show me the  probab le  cause,  here 's  your  case back .  I f  you  can ' t  show

me the  v io la t ion  o f  the  law,  here 's  your  case .  I  don ' t  wan t  i t .

Th is  i s  the  evo lv ing .  When you go t  the  o ld  a t t i tude ,  the  Good Ole  Boy

at t i tude . . .Hudspeth  County  i s  an  example ,  you  know.  They  go t  tha t  bad dude

down there.  They beat him to death the other day. "He's real  bad, you know

how Mexicans are.  They get drunk and they cause disturbances. You know how

i t  i s . "  S ince  when do  we car ry  poo l  cues  in  the  ja i l  house? D idn ' t  know

that was an issued weapon. You mean you don' t  have mace? You don' t  have

other  ways  to  res t ra in  th is  rea l  v ic ious  guy? He 's  so  drunk ,3 ,2 ,  tha t  he

can wh ip  a  guy  as  b ig  as  tha t  door?  You may be l ieve  i t ,  bu t  I  don ' t .  You
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know,  I ' ve  been in  Miss iss ipp i ,  too .  I  know how the  ja i l s  a re  down there .

But th is is exact ly what I  fought when I  f i rst  came here.  I  got  a

pena l ty  o f f i cer  job .  I 'd  been an  inspec tor ,  [bu t ]  I  go t  run  over .  A  guy

run  over  me,  de j ibera te ly ,  one n igh t .  t Ja i ted  un t i l  I  was  inspec t ing  h is

car and run over me, backed over me, PUt i t  in gear and drove over me.

They do this out here,  you know.

Did he actual ly run over you?

Wel ] ,  no .  I t  was  an  acc ident .  You see,  he  drove up .  I  sa id ,  "What  a re

you br ing ing  f rom Mex ico?"  He sa id ,  "Noth ing . "  I  says ,  "Can I  look  in

the back?" He says, r 'Sure."  So he opened the back window, you know, of

the  s ta t ion  wagon,  and I  leaned in  to  look .  He s ta r ted  h is  car ,  s tuck  i t

in reverse and backed over me. Accident.

l,lere you hurt?

Wel l ,  on ly  d isab led ,  and the  le f t  a rm was para lyzed fo r  s ix  months .  They

took me of f  the l ine.  The director was a real  good guy. He tr ied.  He says,

"We l l ,  we 've  go t ta  do  someth in 'w i th  ya ' .  l ^ Ie  can ' t  d i sab le  ya ' ,  you  know.

You th ink  you cou ld  run  the  pena l ty  o f f i ce?"  I  says ,  "We11,  I  was  runn in '

one,  s im i la r ,  fo r  a  long t ime.  Le t  me t ry . "  So,  I  d id .  He gave me the  job ,

eventual ly--promot ion and al l  th is crap. But when I  came in I  was shocked.

Do you know what we worked on in that  pena' l ty of f ice? Now, we're ta ik ing

about 5,000 cases a year, taking people 's r ights and property.  A f ive by

e igh t  card  was a l l  the  laws they  used,  p r in ted  on  a  f i ve  by  e igh t  card .

With 5,000 cases a year?

Yeah.  No law books .  Those U.S.  codes  I  go t  in  there  were  a l1  v i rg in .  Not

a page had been cracked on 'em. They didn' t  have a copy of  a s ingle president ia l

a r t i c ' le ,  they  d idn ' t  have a  lega ' l  magaz ine ,  they  d idn ' t  have a  cour t

OM:

H:

JM:

H:
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dec is ion - -no th ing .  They  had  a  b rand  new se t  o f  U .S .  codes  se t t in ' the re 'd

never been opened. And al l  the law that they used was on a f ive by eight

card.  And the former director,  YoU know where he kep'  i t? In the phone

book,  so  o ther  peop le  wou ldn ' t  know Where  i t  was .  That  was how We run  a

pena l ty .  In  e f fec t ,  tha t ' s  how our  admin is t ra t i ve  law judge run .  We

don' t  need to know anymore.

I  wrote the f i rst  law book on Customs, of  how to use Customs Law,

tha t ' s  ever  been  wr i t ten ,  pe r iod .  I 'm  no t  ta l k ing  abou t  in  E l  Paso ,  I 'm

ta lk ing  about  the  f i rs t  one 's  ever  been wr i t ten ,  per iod .  I t ' s  a l l  over  the

country now. Everybody's got a surrept i t ious copy of  the damn thing'

because I  can ' t  pub ' l i sh  i t .  I t ' s  done [on ]  government  t ime,  i t ' s  a  open

pub l  i ca t ion .

You ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  the  one  I ' ve  go t?

I 'm ta lk ing  abou t  the  book  you 've  go t .

I  got  i t  in San Antonio,  when I  was down there two months ago or three

months  ago.

H:  I  kep t  t ry ing  to  f igure  ou t ,  Vou know,  where 's  the  law? So,  I  can  te l l

th is  guy ,  "Th is  i s  how you run  the  law.  Th is  i s  how you se ize  the  merchand ise .

Thfs  i s  what  the  v io la t ion  is . "  Nobody knew.  So I  s ta r ted  compi i ing .

I t  took me two years,  and I  compi led al l  the laws we use and al l  the

procedure ,  and how to  do  i t ,  and  wro te  i t  up  in  a  book .  They  won ' t  pub l i sh

i t  o f f i c ia l l y .  I  pub l i shed i t  on  a  mi .meograph.  I  made,  I  guess ,  a  coup le

or  300 cop ies .

JM:  I t ' s  a l l  over  the  p lace ,  now.

0M:  The government  won ' t  pub l i sh  your  ed i t ion?

H:  No .
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why?

I t  i  sn  ' t  l  ega ' l  .

I t  i sn ' t  1ega1?

Wel l ,  you  see,  the  way i t  looks  is  th is .  You go t ta  go  and you go t ta  ge t  a ' l l

the congressmen to look i t  over and you gotta get al l  the pub' l icat ion

houses  to  look  ' i t  over .  "Wel ' l  ,  tha t  word  maybe isn ' t  qu i te  r igh t ,  so  we ' l l

send i t  back  to  s tudy . ' r  We 'Ve been t ry ing  to  pub l i sh  a  book ,  o f f i c ia l i y ,

l i ke  th is  s ince  
' |9 . . .  

When was the  reorgan iza t ion? S ix ty - four?  S ix ty -

four  o r  s ix ty - f i ve .  There 's  been a  commi t tee  in  Wash ing ton  tha t ' s  to

pub l ish  th is  book .  We haven ' t  go t  the  f i rs t  d ra f t  copy  o f  i t  ye t .  I t  i s

now 1977 .  Because  i f  I  say  someth in '  and  he  don ' t  l i ke  i t ,  we l l ,  you  have

to  go  back  and do  i t .  Then I  change i t  so  he  l i kes  i t .  That  makes Joe

over  here  don ' t  l i ke  i t .  So ,  I  change  i t  so  tha t  bo th  o f  you  l i ke  i t ,  bV

the  t ime you  don ' t  l i ke  i t .  See ,  every  d iv i s ion  has  h is  l i t t l e  peck ing  o rder .

What  I  d id ,  I  pub l i shed . . . "Do  i t  th i s  way  and  you  won ' t  be  in  t roub le . "

Now, there are th ings in i t  that  is  not perfect ly in accordance with the

law.  For  ins tance,  i t  says  tha t  you  can pu t  a  man in  ia i l  fo r  smugg l ing ,

even  i f  i t ' s  one ' lousy  c iga re t te .  Bu t  the  fac t  o f  l i f e  i s ,  You ' re  never .

gonna do  i t .  So ,  in  the  book  I  wou ld  say ,  " I f  he  has  th is  much or  more ,

we ' l l  t a l k  abou t  pu t t in '  h im in  ja i l . "  We l l ,  the  law doesn ' t  say  tha t .

See ,  i t  i sn ' t  exac t l y  lega l ,  bu t  i t ' s  p rac t i ca l .

Another one, a br idge runner.  They guy comes down he says, "He's

d runk . "  He 's  so  d runk  he  canr t  even  fa l l  ou t  o f  h i s  ca r .  "What ' s  your

c i t i zensh ip?"  You ge t  [a  mumble  fo r  an  answer ] .  Wel l ,  d id  he  repor t?

No, not according to the book. Did he try to report? Yep. But he was

too stupid to te l l  you who he was. Is there a cr ime commit ted? Legal ly
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there  is .  He d id  no t  repor t .  Bu t  le t ' s  face  i t ,  what 've  you go t?  You go t

a  fa l l -down-on-h is - face  drunk .  He cou ldn ' t  commi t  a  c r ime i f  he  wanted  to .

He wou ldn ' t  know how.  But  we used to  pu t  these guys  in . . . you  know,  se ize

the i r  cars  and pu t  'em in  ja i l  fo r  [a  v io la t ion ] ,  fo r  smugg l ing .  They

d idn ' t  dec la re  i t .  Ano ther  o ld  t r i ck .  The  o ld  b rown ie  po in t  t r i ck ,  we  ca l l

i t .  I  want  a  p rove I 'm a  be t te r  o f f i cer  than you.  I  don ' t  want  to  touch

any o f  the  good peop le ,  you  know,  because they ' l l  compla in  to  the  congress-

man.  And I  don ' t  want 'a  open anybody 's  t runk , ' cause,  God,  tha t  migh t

embar rass  'em,  you know,  and then theyrd  compla in  and my boss  and. . .  Here

comes a  rea l  fa l l  down drunk ,  r igh t  f rom sk id  row.  Le t ' s  see  i f  he 's  go t

a  bo t t le .  So,  you  f ind  he 's  go t  a  bo t t le  on  h im.  You se ize  tha t .  Boy ,

we ' re  rea ' l1y  en forc ing  the  law.  That ' s  what  we used to  do .  0 r  you  ge t

some. . .we ca l l  ' em today ,  in  a  more  en l igh tened age,  one o f  our  minor i ty

members of  the society.  But as one of  the old-t imers used to say,  he says,

"You can always get yoursel f  a drunk nigger.  Boy, we used to real ly rack

those guys .  Man,  th iS  guy ,  he 's  a  c rook .  He 's  a  bad dude.  He bought  a

c igar  over  in  Mex ico  and  d idn ' t  dec ia re  i t . "

Be l ieve  me,  I 'm  te l l i ng  you  no t  a  fa i r y  s to ryn  I 'm  te l l i ng  you  the

t ru th .  Now,  we say ,  "You se ized what?r r  r r f  se ized a  p in t  o f  l  iquor .  "

"0h ,  fo r  God 's  sake.  ldha t  a re  you,  cyazy? You ' re  ge t t in '  pa id  $6  an  hour

and  you  se ized  a  $2 .20  p in t  o f  l i quor?  Forge t  i t . "  We don ' t  have  i t .

I ' ve  go t  the  s ta t i s t i cs  to  show you,  jus t  happen to  have 'em r igh t  here .

Th is  i s  the  fac t .  Th is  i s  in  the  year  o f  1974,  f i sca l ,  wh ich  goes  f rom

'73-  '74 ,  we had 724 l iquor  se izures  in  tha t  f i sca l  year .  The fo l low ing

year  we had 40 . l  l i quor  se izures .  Then we dropped to  378 l iquor  se izures .

We' re  back  up  a  l i t t le  b i t ,  four  hundred.  Tra f f i c  in  tha t  same per iod  o f
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t ime,  those same four  ledrs r though,  has  doub led .  Same th ing ,  we used to

see switchblade knives.  Boy, you get every switchb' lade kni fe,  made a big

federa l  case ou t  o f  i t .  We don ' t  anymore .  We ius t  b reak 'em and th row

'em in  a  bucket .

Every t ime you'd seize a potato or a pear or a head of  cabbage out here'

f rom the  agg ies ,  Vou made a  se izure  o f  i t .  Don ' t  do  i t  anymore .  Now,  we

spend our  t ime ge t t in 'dope,  hero in ,  f raud.  And we have a lmost  doub led

our . . .we l l ,  more  than doub led  our  co l lec t ion .  I ^ le 've  more  than doub led  our

pena l ty  ac t ions ,  in  ac tua l  money.  Co l lec t ions  ind ica te  success .  The las t

year before I  became a penal ty of f icer,  vve col lected $2,000,000. The f i rst

year I  was a penal ty of f icer,  we col lected $3,000,000. Last year,  we

co l lec ted  jus t  under  $9 ,000 ,000 .  And  we se ized  less  l i quor ,  d idn ' t  f i ne

anybody in agr icul ture stuf f ,  we seized more cars,  we seized more airplanes,

and we se ized more  dope.  And [as  fa r  as ]  I 'm concerned,  tha t ' s  what  we ' re

supposed to do.

Jl ' | :  In your tenure here,  now, as the penal ty of f icer,  how much ef fect  do you

th ink  you 've  persona l iy  had on  chang ing  the  po l i c ies  o f  the  government

a long  these  l i nes?

H:  Government?  L i t t le .  But ,  I  have done someth fng  tha t  I  don ' t  know o f

anybody e lse  tha t  d id .  I  had the  ass is tan t  commiss ioner  apo log ize  to  me the

other day for being wrong. I 'm proud of  that  let ter .  They said that  we

were  do ing  someth ing ,  and I  says ,  "We are  no t . "  And I  p roved i t  to  h im.

As I  l i ke  to  say ,  s tuck  i t  in  h is  ear .  He accused the  E l  Paso D is t r i c t

o f  hav ing  more  lega l  e r ro rs  on  the i r  cases  than anyp lace  in  the  na t ion .

So,  I  go t  the i r  own s ta t i s t i cs - -no t  mine ,  the i rs .  I  go t  the i r  own s ta t i s t i cs

out and proved they were wrong. I t 's  the stat ist ic game that some of them play.
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Another  th ing  I ' ve  done is  tha t  we a t  leas t  have go t  a  pena l ty  book  ou t

now, something t ,ve never had before.  h le also have gotten now an upgrading

of the penal ty of f icers nat ionwide, something that never happened before.

JM: How many penal ty of f icers do you have in the distr ict?

H:  There 's  one  in  the  d is t r i c t .

JM:  And you ' re  the  on ly  one in  the  en t i re  d is t r i c t?

H:  I 'm  the  on ly  one .  I 'm  k ind  o f  l i ke  Winn ie  the  Pooh 's  T igger .  I 'm  the

on lyes t  one .  There 's  on ly  22  in  the  na t ion .  I t ' s  a  new iob .  I t ' s  a

concept .  There 's  22  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  And I 'm the  sen io r  one,  inc identa l l y '

of  the whole bunch. I t 's  been a job that everybody just  dr i f ts in and out

o f .

JM: Can you descr ibe,  you know, a typical  case as i t  comes to you and what you

do w i th  i t?

H:  0h ,  yeah.  l ' | y  de f in i t ion  o f  my job ,  i f  you  look  a t  my iob  de f in i t ion  and

the  job  de f in i t ion  o f  an  admin is t ra t i ve  law judge,  they ' re  a lmost  para l le l ,

the  d i f fe rence be ing  is  tha t  an  admin is t ra t i ve  law judge does  no t  work  l i ke

I  do .  In  o ther  words :  f f f  superv isor  i s  the  d is t r i c t  d i rec to r .  An  admin is -

t ra t i ve  law judge,  i f  I  had  tha t  t i t le ,  my superv isor  wou ld  be  ch ie f  counse l .

The di f ference [ is]  that  they can transfer me, and inthe administrat ive law

judge category,  you can' t  be t ransferred by your own agency. See, i t 's  a

pro tec t ion .  But  bas ica l l y  I  do  the  sarne  th ing .

Case comes in .  They  make a  se izure ,  le t ' s  say ,  ou t  o f  the  l ine .  We

presume they are legal ' ly  correct  when they made i t .  I t  comes in to me and

I look to see i f  i t  is ,  and not a large percentage, but more than 5 percent

of  them, have to be redone, or something is wrong with them, sornething

subs tan t ia l l y  i s  wrong  w i th  them.  I  l ook  i t  over ,  see  i f  we 've  go t . . .
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Let 's  take  the  idea l  case.  [ , Je  do  have a  V io ld t ' toh ,  the  V lo la t lon  ts  da

ra ra,  ta ra.  l , le accept the seizure,  then we process. The"guy comes in,

has  a  r igh t  to  pe t i t ion  fo r  re l ie f .  E i ther  he  pe t i t ions  to  ge t  h is  car

back or pet i t ions to reduce the f ine,  or  whatever.  And we, Vou look at  the

evidence--what do we have, and what does he have? And you kind of  become

the prosecutor and judge at  the same t ime. How good is his evidence against

ours? What errors do we have that we've gotta count? What were the c i rcum-

s tances? What 's  h is  in te l lec t  
' l eve l?  

Would  he 've  known? How much wou ld

he 've  known o f  the  v io ja t ion? I t ' s  a  k ind  o f  a  comp' lex  th ing .  Because a

rea l  ignorant  person can v io la te  the  law techn ica l l y  and no t  rea l l y  know

that  they  v io la ted  i t - -have abso lu te ly  no  in ten t  o r  no  ab i l i t y  to  rea11y

know i t .  Then you get the smart  guy that does know, and he does i t  just  for

the  he l l  o f  i t .  There 's  a  d i f fe rence  in  the  g rade  o f  v io la t ion .  Th is  i s

what you look at ,  then you set a penal ty.

In  a  way i t ' s  a  heady  job ,  because you can rea l l y  hur t  a  person.  You

can a lso  he lp 'em.  And you go t  p ressure  f rom both  s ides .  I f  I  am too  easyr

I  get  a l l  the pressures f rom my own agency. "We' l l ,  JOu're gett ing too soft ,

you shoulda got that  crook."  I f  you get too hard,  you get the pressures

f rom the  ou ts ide .  There 's  a lways  the  cour ts  tak ing  a  look  over  your  shou lder

on every  dec is ion ,  Vou know,  spot  check ing .  I f  you  ge t  ou t  o f  l ine ,  they ' l l

knock you down. But your real  problem is the pressure f rom the inside of

the agency. Every cop wants to see everybody go to ja i l  for  9,000 years

fo r  every th ing  he  d id .  And i t  jus t  i sn ' t  tha t  way .

One of  the worst  th ings I  have is when I  get  a case out here,  and

here 's  a  cJass ic  example  o f  th ings  you ca tch .  Case comes in  beaut i fu l l y

wr i t ten.  Joe Blow come across f rom Mexico and he had 15 grams of  marihuana
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on h im- -seeds  in  the  car ,  and 15  grams o f  mar ihuana.  Se ized the  car ,  and

the  guy  comes in  to  pe t i t ion .  H is  pe t i t ion  says ,  "Wel1 ,  the  two h i tchh ikers

tha t  were  w i th  me had the  dope in  the  back  seat .  I  d idn ' t  have any ,  and I

don ' t  th ink  I  shou ld  pay  the  pena l ty . "  We ' look  a t  the  repor t  and i t  shows

that he had i t ,  and he was the only guy in the car.  Now, somebody is

te l l ing  an  un ture  s ta tement .  Which  one? Wel l ,  you  ques t ion  the  guy .

"Who were the guys with you?" "Wel l ,  they were a couple of  soldiers I

p icked up  ou t  near  For t  B l i ss . "  "Wel l ,  how do you know they  had the  dope?"

"Wel1 ,  tha t ' s  where  the  o f f i cer  found i t ,  the  guy  had i t  ins ide  h is  sk ivv ies . "

The guy'sgot too much detai l  to have been too much wrongr oF else he's

te l l ing  a  he l l  o f  a  good s to ry .

So,  you p ick  up  and you ca l l  the  inspec tor .  "Say ,  about  those th ree

guys  you had the  o ther  n igh t?"  You ' re  guess ing  now.  "Yeah,  what  about  them?"

he says .  "Why d idn ' t  you  pu t  the  two guys ,  the  two h i tchh ikers ,  in?"  "0h ,

th is  guy 's  a  w jseacre ,  g i ve  i t  to  h im.  The  h j t chh jke rs  had  no th ing  to  do

with i t . "  And I  says,  "Did you get the dope of f  of  'em?" ' rYeah, they

[were ]  jus t  h id in '  i t  fo r  the  dr iver . "  He 's  assumed someth ing .  So,  we ge t

the guy in and say, "H.y,  look C1yde, how many guys were in the car?"

"Three. "  "Why d idn ' t  you  pu t  i t  down?"  "Wel l ,  Vou know,  save t ime and paper . "

"Where 'd  you f ind  the  seeds  in  the  car?"  "Wel lo  there  wasn ' t  any  seeds  in

the  car , .you  know.  The s tu f f  was  in  the  guy 's  sk ivv ies  in  the  back  seat .

But i f  you don' t  put  down seeds in the car,  you don' t  have any cause to

search  h im. "  I  says ,  "Fe l1a ,  you  a in ' t  go t  a  case . r r  r rOh ,  th i s  guy 's  a  bad

dude,  he  knew what  they  were  do ing . "  "You can ' t  p rove  tha t  to  me. "  We

sent the guy down the road. "Wri te him a let ter  of  apology and tel l  h im,

'Sor ry ,  son ' . "  Now,  i t ' s  i l l ega l  to  do  th is ,  and  we cou ld ' ve  f i ned  h im.
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The car was the transporter.  But when

we better, Vou know, say, "How do you

"Cou ld  we f i l l  i t  fu l l  o f  gas  fo r  you

th is  way.

JM: 0n the other hand, you get exact ly the

the back seat.

we ' re  tha t  fa r  ou t  o f  l ine ,  buddy ,

J ike  your  car  po l i shed?"  You know,

s i r? "  You  can ' t  run  a  bus iness
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same thing, only the seeds were in

H:  0h ,  yeah .

..1M: And what can you do when i t ' s  ?

IPAUSE]

H: Your quest ion is,  basical ly,  do we have the other th ing? Where we wri te i t

up  lega l ,  and the  o ther  guy  comes in  w i th  an  unr igh teous  s to ry .  A l l  r igh t .

We do i t .  I  have this al l  the t ime. l^Je wr i te i t  up that there was a guy

in  the  back  seat ,  d  guy  in  the  passenger  seat ,  and a  guy  dr iv ing .  The

seizure report  wi l l  say that there were seeds on the f loor of  the car,

there were paraphernal ia and papers in the glove box--you know, ro1' l ing

papers in the glove box. We took the guy up and searched him, the dr iver

had a  bag in  h is  shor ts ,  the  passenger  had papers  in  h is  wa l le t  and the

bagg ie  in  h is  boot .  The guy  in  the  back  seat  was  h igh  on  someth in ' ,  bu t

we don ' t  know what ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t  have any th ing .  Th is  i s  the  s to ry .

So,  the  pe t i t ion  comes in .  What  ac tua l l y  happened was th is - -accord ing

to  the  pe t i t ioner  i t  was .  He p icked up  these two h i tchh ikers .  He 's  never

been  near  dope ,  he  wou ldn ' t  know dope  i f  he  saw i t ,  he 's  aga ins t  i t ,  he 's

a  r igh teous  c i t i zen .  He p icked up  these h i tch ikers  and jus t  because o f  the

goodness of  h is heart  they wanted to go over and get a bott le of  l iquor.

So he took them over to Mexico.  He came back and the inspectors found this

dope was hidden on the passenger,  and he doesnrt  know why he should be
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pena l ized  fo r  i t .  I  guess  they  don ' t  th ink  I  read the  repor t ,  because

actual ly we have guys deny [ i t ,  even] when we caught i t  on their  person.

You ' l l  ask  the  man,  "We1l ,  now you 've  never  been near  dope? Can you te l l

me how the seeds got in the car?" " I  don' t  know. Are you sure there're

seeds in  the  car?"  "Yeah,  there ' re  seeds  in  the  car . "  "Wel l ,  I ' ve  been to

McDona ld 's ,  maybe they ' re  sesame seeds. "  "No,  they ' re  no t  sesame seeds,

they ' re  mar ihuana seeds . "  "Wej l ,  I  wou ldn ' t  have the  s l igh tes t  idea  how

they got in the car.  I t  must have been those hi tchhikers that  put [ them

there ] . "  "Wel l ,  can  you te l l  me how the  dope go t  in  your  shor ts? , '  "We1 l ,

uh ,  we l l . . . "  "Now le t  me te1 l  you  rea11y  how i t  happened . "

I  t rea t  peop le  th is  way.  Somet imes they ' l l  Sdy ,  "Yeah,  okay ,  I  t r ied . "

Somet imes they  say ,  " I t  wasn ' t  in  my shor ts . "  We ' re  look ing  a t  th ree  guys

out here,  who have no reason to l ie,  they found i t  in his shorts.  And

he  says ,  "No ,  i t  wasn ' t  i n  my  shor ts .  I t  was  the  o ther  guy 's  shor ts . "

They si t  and just  l ie r ight  down. And I  know some of our guys are te l ' l ing

the truth,  because i t 's  happened to me when I  found i t  in his shorts,  the

guy  says ,  " I t  wasn ' t  in  the  shor ts . "  You know,  when I  was  an  inspec tor ,

I  found guys  w i th  g rass  in  the i r  shor ts  and they 'd  s i t  there  and swear  j t

wasn ' t  g rass ,  o r  [ i t ]  wasn ' t  f l t he i r ]  shor ts ,  o r  [ i t ]  wasn ' t  on  'em,  o r  tha t

we planted i t .  I  had a guy in my of f ice less than two weeks ago. He had

about  15  grams ins ide  h is  shor ts ,  and he  was wear ing  these rea l  t igh t  pants ,

you know these. . .what  do  you ca l l  them?

Hip  huggers .

Hip huggers,  you know. And he had a bel t  that  was one of  these big wide

ones with the Coors buckle on 'em. Now, you can hardly put a dime in your

pocket  w i th  those th ings  on ,  bu t  he  had th is  baggy  o f  g rass  ins ide  h is  shor ts .



HUDG INS 39

So,  here  is  h is  s to ry .  He come across  the  br idge,  he 'd  taken a  h i tchh iker

over to Juarez,  and he was coming back empty.  And he was dr iv ing a Lincoln

Cont inenta l ,  inc identa l l y ;  i t  has  th is  tu rned down arm in  the  midd le  o f  the

seat.  The arm was up, and he happened to be iust  want inr  to re ' lax.  This

was a t  10 :30  a t  n igh t .  He tu rns  the  arm o f  the  seat  down,  he  no t iced  th is

folded pr lece of  paper,  which he recognized immediately contained marihuana.

So,  s ince  he  was innocent ,  the  on ly  reac t ion  normal ly  wou ld  be  to  s t i ck  i t

in  h is  shor ts  to  h ide  i t  f rom cus toms.

I  sa id ,  "Wel l ,  now,  tha t ' s  a  n ice  s to ry ,  bu t  le t  me ask  you a  coup le

o f  ques t ions .  Number  one,  i t  was  ten  o 'c lock  a t  n igh t ,  i t ' s  dark  up  there

on the  br idge,  wasn ' t  i t? "  "Yeah. "  "How long d id  you have to  wa i t  in

I ine?"  o 'Oh ,  abou t  l5  m inu tes . "  "C lear ,  b lack ,  da rk  up  on  the  b r idge . "

"Yeah, yeah."  "Now, when you turned this arm down, how did you see this

ins tan t ly  was  mar ihuana in  the  fo lded paper ,  i f  i t ' s  b lack  dark?"  "Wel ln

um. . . "  "The paper  was fo lded.  You had to  open i to  then,  in  the  b lack  dark ,

and you cou ld  ins tan t ly  te l l  i t r s  mar ihuana,  r igh t?  Then you pu t  i t  in

your shorts.  Let  me try something here."  And I  p icked up a piece of

paper  o f f  my desk  and to re  i t ,  fo lded i t  up ,  and sa id ,  "S t ick  i t  in  your

shor ts  and don ' t  wr ink le  i t . "  He cou ldn ' t  do  i t .  And I  says ,  "The rea l

t ruth is you couldn' t  have done i t .  You had the window opened on that

car ,  you  cou ld 've  th rown i t  ou t ,  bu t  you  d idn ' t  th ink  we 'd  ca tch  you,  i s

the  who le  p rob1em."  "We l l . . . "  I  says ,  "Look  fe l la ,  Vou ' re  no t  ta l k ing  to

the  probat ion  o f f i cer ,  the  soc ia l  worker ,  you  know.  You ta lk in ' to  somebody

that 's been around. "  "Wel I  ,  that 's what you tel  1 them downtown. "  These

guys know more about what to te l l  the probat ion of f icer.

I 'm going to get you back iust  a I  i t t le bi t  now. When reports are correct
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f rom the of f icer,  the l ine of f icer,  whoever i t  happens to be, and then you

get the man with the opposi te story,  what k ind of  penal ty can you levy? Like

on  th is  o r ig ina l  th ing  we ' re  ta ]k ing  abou t , ' 15  g rams? What  k ind  o f  pena l t y

d id  you levy  aga ins t  h im w i th  h is  two peop le  in  the  back  seat  and the

dr i ve r  and .  . .  ?

H:  0kay .  Whether  he 's  r igh t  o r  wrong,  the  law says ,  the  law spec i f i ca l l y

says: Any vehic le t ransport ing any contraband substances, for fe i ts i t  to

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  fo r  i t s  va lue ,  per iod .  No mi t iga t ing  c i rcumstance named.

I f  you 've  go t  i t  in  your  car ,  the  car 's  ours  and the  pena l ty  i s  equa l  to  the

va ' lue  o f  the  car .  But  tha t  i sn ' t  how the  law works .  There 's  o ther  sec t ions ,

t6 .18  be ing  the  b ig  one tha t  te l l s  you  how to  hand le ,  you  know,  the  judgement

area .

What  you rea l ' l y  wou ld  do . . .you  cou ld 've  taken the  guy 's  car .  What  you

rea l ' l y  do  is . . . you  take  the  case o f  the  f i rs t  guy .  He 's  an  innocent  guy ,

he picked up two dudes, they had the grass on them, we made a mistake.

You run  h im down the  road,  no  pena l ty .  I f  [ i t ]  hadn ' t  been a  Customs er ro r ,

le t ' s  say ,  we wro te  i t  up  honest ,  every th ing  was cor rec t ,  Vou 'd  look  a t

the guy and say, "0k,  how long have you been at  Fort  Bl iss?rr  r rTwo weeks,

s i r . "  "How long have you known these guys?"  "0h ,  they ' re  jus t  in  the  un i t ,

I  don ' t  know.  Jus t  p icked them up ton igh t . "  "You ever  smoke dope?"  "Yeah,

I  t r ied  i t  once or  tw ice . "  Okay ,  tha t  te l ' l s  me the  guy 's  a t ' leas t  t ry ing

to be honest.  "You know of anybody smokes dope out at  the base?" "0h,

yeah,  there 's  a  lo t  o f  guys  tha t  do . "  "h le ' l l ,  I  a in ' t  gonna ask  you who

i t  i s . "  "No ,  and  I  wou ldn ' t  te l l  you  e i the r ,  s i r . "  The  guy 's  p lay in ' l eve l .

"0ko  you cou ld  lose  your  car , "  I  go  th rough the  th ing .  "You cou ld  lose

your  car ,  you  cou ld  do  th is . "  Probab ' l y  he  wou ld  be  f ined  i f  i t  was  15  grams,

40
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you 'd  be  look ing  a t  p recedent ,  about  50  bucks ,25  maybe.  Depends on  how

you. . . the re 's  no  exac t  sc ience  in  jud ica t ion ,  bu t  i t  wou ldn ' t  be  much  more

than 50 ,  because he  had no th ing  on  h im,  there  were  ev idence tha t  he 'd  used

i t  in  h is  car ,  he  had two o ther  guys .  You look  a t  i t  f rom the  s tandpo in t ,

what  w i l l  i t  take  to  cure  the  v io la t ion? Maybe jus t  chewing h is  rear  end

ou t  and  25  bucks  w i l l  do  i t .  Mgybe  i t  won ' t ,  you  don ' t  know.  So ,  i t

depends.

But let 's  say for  instance, there were a few seeds in the car.  You

ask  h im.  "Wel l , "  he  says ,  "you know,  we f rom t ime [ to  t ime]  b low a  l i t t le

grass  in  the  car ,  you  know.  But  I  d idn ' t  have any  tha t  n igh t . "  0kay ,

that 's maybe $SO to $70, you know. There is some knowledge there.  Where

you get the case of  the guy that had i t  on him, and then he lays a big

s to ry ,  he 's  l y ing  to  you- -and  i t ' s  pa ten t l y ,  he 's  l y ing ,  because  he  can ' t

get  convicted on making a statement;  he just  is  ly ing because he wants to

l ie-- then you start  f rom the top down. You don' t  start  f rom the bottom--

how l i t t le can i t  be up; you start  f rom the top down--how much can i t  be and

then what  w i l l  we mi t iga te  i t .  You look  a t  the  case.  Bas ica l l y  what  you

look  a t  i s ,  f i r s t ,  no t  wha t  the  money  i s ,  bu t  wha t  w i l l  cu re  the  v io la t ion .

I f  you  conc lude no th ing  w i l l  cure  the  v io la t ion ,  then you jus t  take  a  look

and open the  book .  For  so  many grams i t ' s  $ . l75 ,  you  charge tha t .  That ' s

a1 i  you  do .  Now,  the  law doesn ' t  say  tha t ,  as  I  sa id .  Bu t  th i s  i s  the

precedent.  What have the courts held over the years? You've got to address

what the courts have he' ld or otherwise he's gonna go to court  wi th you.

So,  we ' re  t ry ing  to  be  a  quas i  - jud ic ia l  th ing .  We ' re  ac tua l  l y  cons idered .  .  .

the  cour ts  cons ider  us  a  par t  o f  the  jud ic ia l  sys tem.  The admin is t ra t i ve

area, you know, the enforcement people,  they consider us part  of  them. And
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werre  rea l l y  k ind  o f  in  be tw jx t  and be tween.  But  i t  cou ld  be  a  very  severe

penal  ty.

Now, the normal one, is,  the guy had the grass on him. He knew i t .  He

got  caught .  And i t ' s  a  smal l  amount .  Seven to  ten  grams.  You look  a t  h is

background.  What  k ind  o f  a  guy  is  he? 0kay ,  he 's  a  typ ica l  guy .  Peer

pressures  be ing  what  they  are ,  there  is  g rass  be ing  used,  le t ' s  face  i t .

There  is  s tu f f  a round.  l , {ha t  k ind  o f  a  car  has  he  go t?  l ^Je1 l ,  he 's  go t  a

k ind  o f  an  o ld ish  ca r .  What ' s  he  do ing?  Wel l ,  he  goes  to  UTEP.  What  k ind

of  g rades  he  ge t?  Good grades .  0kay ,  he 's  obv ious ly  no t  a  heavy  user .

Heavy users do not get good grades. Casual  users apparent ly do. Quite a few

of 'em do get pret ty good grades. "What k ind of  courses are you taking?"

" I 'm  tak ing . . . , "  wha tever  i t  i s ,  you  know.  Ind ica tes  the  in tens i t y  o f  h i s

in te res t .  What 's  h is  fami ly  
' l i ke?  

They ' re  typ ica l  ,  1oca1 fami ly .  You go t

yourse l f  a  guy  tha t ' s  a  v i c t im,  rea l l y ;  he 's  a  k ind  o f  a  v i c t im o f  peer

pressure .  Pena l iz ing  h im fo r  th ree ,  four  hundred do l la rs  i sn ' t  gonna do  a

b i t  o f  good;  a l l  you ' re  gonna do  is  hur t  the  fami ly .  So,  th is  type  o f  guy ,

a lot  of  t imes the psychology works a lot  bet ter  than money. You make a

money pena i ty  o f  75  to  a  hundred bucks .  But ,  ma in ly  you te l l  h im,  "Look ,

guy ,  you  cou ld  lose  you  car  over  th i s .  I t  a in ' t  wor th  i t .  I f  you ' re

gonna b low a  gram,  keep i t  the  he l l  ou t  o f  your  car . "  We rare ' l y  ge t  th is

k ind  o f  a  guy  back .  You know,  he 's  smar t  enough to  rea l i ze  tha t  we ' re  te ' l1 ing

h im,  "Look ,  we  cou ld ' ve  done  a  lo t  worse ,  bu t  we ' re  no t  go ing  to . "

JM:  Yeah,  Bob,  bu t  a re  you teach ing  them to  c i rcumvent  the  law?

H:  No.  The guy  tha t rs  gonna c i rcumvent  the  law w i l l  c i rcumvent  the  law and

he won ' t  do  i t  w i th  what  I  teach h im.  No.  You 've  go t ta  be  honest  w i th

these  peop ' le .  Tha t ' s  our  who le  damn t roub le .  " i 'm  go ing  to  pu t  you  in  ja i l . "
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OM:

H:

"0h ,  you  a re?"  WeI l , then ,  why  a in ' t  he  in  ja i l ?  I  hear  th i s  a l l  the  t ime .

"You cou ld  go  to  ja i l  fo r  40  years  on  th is . "  That ' s  r igh t .  You sure  cou ld .

Bu t  i t  i sn ' t . . .don ' t  te ] l  them tha t .  Be  hones t  w i th  peop ' le .  I  found  one

th ing ,  these pompous judges  downtown [say ] ,  " f 'm gonna pu t  you  on  probat fon ,

and i f  you  v io la te  your  p robat ion  you can go  to  Huntsv i l le  fo r  15  years . "

He l i ,  the  guy  wa lks  ou t  o f  the  cour thouse and v io la tes  probat ion ,  because

he knows the  guy 's  bu l l sh i t in '  h im.  They  wa lk  in  here  and I  saw,  "Now,

I 'm no t  gonna te11 you no t  to  do  i t ,  bu t  I 'm gonna te l l  you ,  nex t  t ime you

come in  here ,  f r iend ,  i t ' s  my car . "  And we do  i t .  Second t ime th rough,  i t ' s

our car.  He goes back up to the barracks at  UTEP and he says, "You know that

o ld  ba ldheaded sonafab i tch  was r igh t .  He kept  my car . "

What happened to that  guy that you caught wi th the dope in his shorts?

I  th ink  tha t  was  a  case where  i t  was  so  funny .  The l ie  was so  s tup id ,  and

I  caught  h im a t  i t ,  a l l  you  can do  is  go  to  the  max imum.  And I  th ink  in

th is  case  i t  was  $100 .  The  judge  wou ldn ' t  s tand  s t i l l .  I f  I  wen t  up  to

Judge Sess ions ,  he  wou ldn ' t  s tand s t i l l  fo r  more  than a  hundred.  Second

t ime the  guy  pu l l s  i t ,  we ' l l  go  th ree ,  o r  keep the  car  o r  someth ing .  But

you aren ' t  gonna cure  some o f  them.  We 've  go t  one guy  here  f i ve  t imes.

l , Je 've  taken th ree  cars  f rom h im.  He isn ' t  gonna learn .  Soo there ,  tha t

case, you open the other page of  the book, pract ical iy,  and say, "0kay,

the only way lve're gonna keep this guy from haul ing dope is to keep taking

h is  veh ic les  away  f rom h im. "  He  can ' t  hau l  enough  dope  wa lk in ' to  make  i t

wor thwh i le ,  so  we ' l l  jus t  keep. . .  They  won ' t  p rosecute  h im.  He knows smar t

enough never to camy over a pound. You know, af ter  you've caught him f ive

t imes w i th  less  than a  pound,  Vou 'd  th ink  the  cour ts  wou ' ld  pu t  h im in  ja i l .

They  won ' t .  So ,  what  can we do? I  canr t  pu t  anybody in  ja i l .  I  don ' t  have



HUDGINS

the  jud ic ia l  au thor i ty  to  remand a  guy  to  ia i l .  I  can  recommend ind ic tment ,

I  can  recommend,  Vou know,  these th ings  to  the  judge,  bu t  I  can ' t  do  i t .  So

don ' t  come in to  ny  o f f i ce  and  say ,  "Fe l la ,  I 'm  gonna  pu t  you  in  ia i l , "  because

I  can ' t  pu t  h im in  ia i l .  I  can ' t  even  make  the  iudge  pu t  h im in  ia i l .  I

can recommend.

0M: Could we go back to when you f i rst  started into the service here in '69?

Do you reca l l  any  in te res t ing  exper iences  in  connect ion  w i th  the  0pera t ion

Intercept?

H: Yeah. In fact ,  the f i rst  t ime I  got  run over was in 0perat ion Intercept.

JM: The f i rst  t ime?

H:  The  f i r s t  t ime .

0M:  0h ,  you 've  been  run  over . . .

H :  F ive  t imes I ' ve  been run  over .  I  make about  once a  year .  I  was  one o f

these inspec tors  tha t  dug in to  th ings .  But  in  th is  case,  we were  in

Intercept.  This is one of  those cases where we know we had dope, one of  the

runners .  Ga l  came up.  "Open your  hood and t runk . "  She go t  ou t  o f  the  car ,

opened the trunk, and I  went back to look.  She got in the car,  and she'd

le f t  the  eng ine  runn ing ,  bu t  j t  was  in  neut ra l .  We got  care less .  t , r le  shou ld 've

made them shut  i t  o f f .  I  sa id ,  "Wou1d you open the  hood?"  She sa id ,  "We11,

I  can ' t  open the  hood. "  So,  she come out  and t r ied  to  f idd le  w i th  i t  and  I

went  up ,  and he ' lped her  and opened the  hood.  Noth ing  in  there .  We 'd  look

in  a l l  the  c rev ices  and knock  and a l l  tha t  s tu f f .  So ,  I  shu t  the  hood down.

She go t  back  in  the  car ,  and I  sa id ,  "Wou ld  you open the  g ' love  box?"  Jus t

then I  no t iced ,  under  the  back  seat ,  there  was some p las t ic  s t i ck ing  ou t .

And I  reached down, and when I  d id,  she gunned i t .  And the w' indow caught me

r igh t  here .  I t  car r ied  me unt i l  you  know,  the  upr igh t  p i l la r  in  L ine  F ive ,
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JM:

H:

r igh t  here  a t  th is  b r idge.  I  h i t  the  p i l la r  and i t  f ' l i pped me out  o f  the

window and out in the middle of  the street.  She went peel ing of f  down of f

the road. We did get her l icense number.  h le do know what she had because

she go t  k i l led  over  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  And you know the  bug s ta t ions ,  when you

come in  a t  Win terhaven? You know,  the  agg ie  inspec t ion .  She pu l led  in

there and the guy says, " l^ lhat  do you got?" And she says, " I  haven' t  got

any  f ru i t . "  And  he  sa id ,  "We l l , l e t  me look . "  And  she  rea l i zed  tha t  she

might get caught,  so she started out and she come out of  the bug stat ion

and h i t  a  t ruck  head on .  K i l led  her .  She had 34  pounds o f  g rass  under  the

back seat.  So, we do know that one of  them got by.

But,  then we had another one, where I  worked on this,  I  wrote the

se izu re  o f  i t .  Th is  ga1  come over ,  and . . .

Th is  was dur ing  In te rcept?

Yeah,  th is  was dur ing  In te rcept .  And they  took  her  ou t  o f  the  car  ' cause

she had what  looked l i ke  mar ihuana in  her  purse .  They  dragged her  in  the

of f i ce  and we run  the  tes t  k i t  on  i t  and i t  [had  a ]  k inda odd reac t ion .

I t  wasn ' t  a  rea l  c lean reac t ion ,  bu t  i t  cou ld 've  been mar ihuana.  They

ta lked to  her .  No.  Th is  i s  a  remedy she uses ,  makes pou l t i ces  ou t  o f ,  She

had a good story,  that  she boi ls i t  up and makes a soggy mass and puts i t  on

bo i ls  and i t  cures  bo i l s .  I t  s t i l l  kep t  tes t ing  fo r  te t rahydrocannab ino l - -

k ind  o f  bad,  bu t  i t  d id  tes t .  So ,  they  took  her  name and a l l  th is  s tu f f .

We d idn ' t  rea l l y  want  to  pu t  her  in  ja i ' |  ,  amest  her  and pu t  her  in  ia i l ,

bu t  do  you tu rn  her  loose? You know.  They  d id  the  bes t  [ they  cou ld ] .

F ina l ' l y  they  says ,  " I , ' |e l l , le t  her  go .  We can a lways ,  you  know,  maybe go  and

ind ic t  her . "  They  sent  the  s tu f f  to  the  lab .  Yeah,  i t  was  mar ihuana,  l0

percent .  N ine ty  percent  o f  i t  was  what  they  ca1 ' l  Ma lva .  I t ' s  a  exo t ic
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weed that grows in the ground. The marihuana port ion they put in i t ,

apparent ly  th is  i s  a  du l l ing ,  i t  has  a  some k ind  o f  an  ana lges ic  e f fec t .

They  make a  pou l t i ce  ou t  o f  i t  and  s t i ck  i t  on  a  bo i l .  By  God '  i t  w i l l

cu re  i t .  I t ' s  one  o f  these  o ld  herba l  med ic ines .  I l l ega l  as  he l l  to

impor t ,  the  mar ihuana por t ions .  The Malvar  lou  can go  ge t  tha t  a ' l l  you  want .

But  they  apparent ly  use  tha t  as  a  k ind  o f  a  na tura l  ana lges ic  to  k i l l  the

pa in  when you pu t  th is  pou l t i ce  on .

Another one of  the th ings we used to [get ] ,  we had one guy come in one

n igh t ,  and  he  was  jus t  ne rvous ,  he 's  t remb l in ' .  "What  a re  you  b r ing ing?"

"N. . .n . . .no th in ' . "  You  know,  you  can  te l l ,  [ you ]  know he 's  a  smugg ' le r .

So,  you reach in ,  you  shut  h is  eng ine  o f f  and grab  the  keys  f i rs t ,  r igh t

on  the  l ine .  "0pen the  t runk . "  He goes  back  opens the  t runk .  He isn ' t

nervous about that .  "0pen the hood."  And he iust  breaks up. You know

who you go t .  [You]  open i t ,  there 's  four  bags ,  g rea t  b ig  gunny  sacks ,

' round the  s ix  cy l inder  eng ine ,  packed in  there ,  t igh t .  Man,  we go t  ourse lves

a real  smuggler.  Guess what he vvas smugg' l ing? Sunf lower seeds. (Laughter)

He 'd  heard  tha t  you  cou ldn ' t . . . see ,  wha t  he  d id ,  i t ' s  l i ke  a  lo t  o f  the  Mex ican

th ing .  They  mis in te rpre t  what  we sa id .  "You can ' t  b r ing  any th ing . "  You know,

the  word  was a l l  over  Juarez .  You can ' t  smugg le .  Wel l ,  "You can ' t  b r ing

any th ing , "  l i s  the  way]  he  in te rpre ted  i t .  I t ' s  one o f  these th ings  about

te l l i ng  the  joke  to  17  peop le .  The  las t  guy  d idn ' t  hear  the  ioke .

So,  he  se l l s  sun f lower  seeds .  They ' re  f ree  o f  du ty .  They ' re  per fec t l y

leg i t imate ,  you  can br ing  them in  by  the  ton .  No du ty .  A11 you have to  do

is declare 'em, you know, for  tonnage. Somebody in the Commerce Department

wants to know how many tonnage of  sunf lower seeds, you know. I t 's  the only

th ing  you 'd  have to  do ,  i s  te l l  us  how much you ' re  b r ing ing .  But  he  thought
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you  cou ldn ' t  b r ing  'em a t  a l l ,  so ,  he  was  smugg l in ' sun f lower  seeds  to  take

care  o f  h is  cus tomer  who pu ts  'em up in  these l i t t le  packages and se l l s  them

in supermarkets.  They said,  "Why would you smuggle sunf lower seeds?" "Wel1,

you  sa id  you  cou ldn ' t  b r ing  any th ing . "

0M: What happened to him?

H:  Noth in '  !  Rea l  1y ,  he  smugg led ,  theore t ica ' l  1y .  I t ' s  aga in ,  one o f  these

things. He del iberateiy wi th knowledge smuggled, to t ry to at tempt to br ing

th ings  in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  i11ega11y .  He  d idn ' t  g i ve  us  h is  s ta t i s t i ca l

da ta .  But  there 's  no  du ty .  There 's  no  loss  o f  revenue to  the  government .

So ,  you  look  a t  the  guy .  He l l ,  he 's  t r y ' i ng  to  make  a  l i v ing  fo r  h i s  fami l y ,

ins tead o f  be ing  on  re l ie f .  "Get  those sunf lower  seeds  ou t  o f  here l "  You

know. "Take them down the road."  You tel l  the guy, "Now, next t ime, PUt 'em

in the back seat so we can see 'em. Tel l  us how many pounds you got."  You

know, we're not gonna be hardnosed. He come out every day, come through

after that .  "Got my sunf lower seeds."  "How many you got?" Three hundred

and e igh ty - f i ve  pounds, "  and he 'd  had you the  we igh t  t i cke t  f rom the  sca le .

You 'd  say ,  "Okayn th ree  e igh t - f i ve . "  There 's  a  l i t t le  fo rm you f i l ' l  ou t .

He 'd  have i t  a l ready  made up- -h is  name and address ,  385 pounds,  sun f lower

seeds and such and then,  Vou know,  the  ta r i f f  number .  And s igned.  A l l  we 'd

do is  s t i ck  tha t  up  in  the  gar i ta  and wa i t  un t i l  the  end o f  the  day  and take

a l l  our  decks  l i ke  tha t  in to  the  house.  The guy  was mis in fo rmed.  We have

peop le  mis in fo rmed out  here  a l l  the  t ime.

JM:  That ' s  w i th  l i ke  the  sugar  bus iness  a  coup le  o f  years  ago.

H:  Yeah.  Sugar  was,  a  b ig  50  k i lo  sack ,  the  du ty  was a  do l la r  and a  quar te r .

But  the  Mex icans  d idn ' t  want  you to  b r ing  sugar  ou t  because i t  was  hur t ing

the i r  indus t ry .  So,  they  pu t  ou t  the  word  tha t  you  cou ldnot  b r ing  sugar
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in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  I , Je  d idn ' t ,  they  d id .  They 'd  smugg le  sugar .  You 'd

see these guys  w i th  these b ig  a i r  r ide  shocks .  You open the  car .  He 's  go t

e igh t  sacks  o f  sugar .  He 's  go t  800 pounds o f  sugar  in  the  car .  " t ^ le l l ,  what

the  he l l ' re  you  do in '  i t  f o r? "  "We l i ,  I  unders tood  you  cou ldn ' t  b r ing  i t . "

"No ,  the  du ty  on  i t ' s  $9 .00 .  I t ' s  a  do l la r  and  a  quar te r  a  sack . "  Rough iy

n ine  bucks .  "0h ,  I  though t  you  cou ldn ' t  b r ing  sugar . "  "No ,  you  can  b r ing

al l  the sugar you want to."  Next day that same guy comes over wi th a t ruckload.

They spread bad word, you know, or they get misinformed.

They go  over  to  the  l iquor  s to re .  "How much ' l iquor  can you take  to  the

Uni ted  Sta tes?"  "0h ,  you  can take  a1 l  you  can buy . "  h le l I ,  tha t ' s  t rue ,  You

can.  You can ' t  take  i t  lega11y,  bu t  you  can take  a l1  you can buy .  0 r  the

l iquor  s to re ,  the  guy  says ,  " l , Jhere  are  you f rom?"  "Wel l ,  I 'm f rom Da l las . "

"0h ,  Da l las  guys ,  tha t ' s  no t  E l  Paso.  You can take  a l l  you  want . "  They  se1 ' l

more  j iquor  th is  way.  Another  one.  We had a  b ig  l iquor  s to re  fo r  a  wh i le

tha t 'd  do  th is - -he 'd  go  ou t  and he  says ,  "We1l ,  you  can on ly  take  one quar t ,

bu t  i f  you  h ide  i t  they  don ' t  do  any th ing  about  i t .  They  don ' t ,  you  know,

they  don ' t  wan t  to  mess  w i th  i t . "  So  he 'd  go  ou t  and  he lp  you  h ide  the  l i quor

in  your  car .  Then he 'd  ca l l  up  and te l1  uS,  "Hey,  there 's  a  car  coming over .

We sayu the  guy  h id ing  the  l iquor  in  i t , "  you  know.  (Chuck les)

0M: Does that happen a lot?

H:  0h ,  tha t  happens a ' l ' l  the  t ime.  Th is  i s  what  makes me wonder  about  peop le 's

in te l lec t .  Rea l iy .  Guy goes  over  and ge ts  a  pa in t  job  over  a t  Tommy's .  You

know"  Tommy's  a  good o le  buddy,  he  gonna he ' lp  you ou t .  He ' l l  g ive  you an

invo ice  fo r . . . you  know,  .you  spend $200,  he '1 . l  g ive  you a  hundred do ' l la r  invo ice .

We a l ready  know Tommy's  do ing  th is ,  bu t  there 's  a  secre t  on  the  invo ice- -

one tha t  we ' re  no t  gonna te l l .  Tommy te l l s  us ,  by  wh ich  co lo r  invo ice  he

4B
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JM:

H:

JM:

H:

JM:

H:

uses, which is the fake one and which is the rea' l  one. And we know when i t 's

comin ' .  He  ca l lS  US and  te l ' l s  us ,  "So  and  so 's  go t  an  inVo ice ,  shou ld  be

$200."  Because under the 
. |6.3. |  

act ,  he gets to recover 25 percent of  our

recovery.  He f i les on every one of  them. He says, " I  can save you some duty,

buddy.  I ' l l  g ive  you th is  invo ice  fo r  a  hundred bucks . "  So he  g ives  you

the  co lo red  invo ice . .  .

Wel1 ,  you  know he 's  work ing  bo th  ends  o f  the  midd ' le .

Sure  he  i s !

Why do you 1et him do that?

What  can I  do  about  Tommy's?  He 's  in  Juarez .

Under the I  aw and under the statutes.  .  .

That ' s  r igh t .  There 's  no th ing  I  can  do .  Now,  I  te l l  the  guy ,  "You go  over

to  ge t  a  pa in t  job ,  fo r  Chr is t ' s  sake,  dec la re  [ i t ]  lega1.  I f  you  come back ,

SdV,  ' I  pa id  $Z0O fo r  th is  pa in t  job ,  and he  gave me th is  invo ice  wh ich  says

$. l00 ,  bu t  I  rea ] ]y  pa id  $200. '  We a l ready  know you pa id  $200. "  There 's

no v io la t ion ,  the  du ty 's  $6 ,down the  road.  [Tommy's ]  p lay ing  the  odds  tha t

Amer icans  are  c rooks .  And he 's  r igh t ,  a  who le  he l l  o f  a  lo t  o f  the  t ime.

The furni ture store does the same thing. You go in there,  You buy the

furn i tu re .  "Wei l ,  $580.  Gee,  I ' . l 1  pu t  ha l f  o f  i t  on  my Bank Amer icard  and

g ive  you a  check  fo r  ha l f . "  So  he  makes you up  an  invo ice  fo r  ha l f  the  pr ice .

Says, "You give th is to Customs, they'11 only charge you on the hal f .  Because

you see, the BankAmericard wi l ' l  come later,  you know, they won' t  know about

tha t . "  He l l ,  man,  you a in ' t  ou t ta  the  park ing  1o t ,  we a l ready  know what  the

Bank Americard receipt  number was, we already know your check number,  we

know what you paid for  i t ,  and we know you l icense number.  Before you can

make the  br idge i t ' s  in  the  computer .
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OM:

H:

JM:

H:

How do you know that?

He ca l l s  us .  He 's  p lay ing  two  odds .

That 's what I  don' t  understand. How can he recover part  of  the money that

you get?

The  law,  l6 . . .wha tever  i t  i s ,  i t ' s  a  award  o f  compensa t ion  to  in fo rmers ,  i s

the  n ice  te rmino logY.

0h .

He cal ls us and says, " I  Want to inform on a guy whose going to at tempt to

cheat the revenue of  the Uni ted States."  That 's ef fect ively what he says.

"The guy 'S  l i cense number ,  So and so  and so  and so .  He 'S  a  man w i th  a  woman

in the car. He gave me a check for $500 and he gave me Bank Americard for

$SOO. He asked me for a receipt  for  $SOO. I t 's  actual ly $l ,OO0 worth of

fu rn i tu re . "

And what percentage does he col lect?

He can co l lec t  up  to  25  percent  o f  the  recovery .  Which  wou ld  be ,  in  th is  case,

25 percent of  $500.

That 's  no t  a  bad day 's  wage.

Wel l ,  i t  i s  i f  you  do  i t  l 0  t imes  in  a  day ,  and  you  ge t  s i x  o f  ' em tha t

cheat .  Then we ge t  th is  dumbass .  Sonn ichsen,  you know,  f rom the  co11ege.

Real dumb sonafabi tch,  real  stupid man. He came over one day and says, "You

know,  inspec tor ,  I  don ' t  know what 's  go ing  on  over  here ,  bu t  I  took  my car

over  and had i t  pa in ted ,  and he  d id  a  n ice  iob .  But , "  he  says ,  " I  gave the

guy $346."  He had a check, Vou know. He says, "He gave me this stupid

invo ice  and the  th ing  on ly  says  $ t+S. "  He says ,  " I  know I  pa id  th is  money. "

He says ,  "Here 's  my check  s tub . "  He 's  an  honest  man.  I  know what  the  inspec tor

d id ,  and  I ' l l  g i ve  you  a  paraphrase ,  rough ly ,  o f  wha t  he  d id .  "0h ,  you  go t  a
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JM:

H :

$2OO pa in t  j ob ,  doc to r ,  huh?"  "No ,  I  pa id  $S+0. "  "F ine . "  He  wr i tes  i t  up

for a $2OO paint job. l, lhy? }Je meet so few honest peop'le. Give the guy a

break, Vou know. The loss of  revenue to the government is 60 cents,  and

the inspector out there does have that statutory author i ty under 3.2. | ,  of

vary ing  i t  to  the  neares t  round do l1ar  in  du ty .  Which  means,  in  tha t  case,

neares t  round do l ' la r  in  du ty  cou ld  be  up- - in  pa in t  job ,  see- - i t ' d  be  33  bucks .

I f  peop le  rea l ' l y  knew what  they  cou ld  ge t  away w i th  hones t1y . . .

We11,  the  inspec tor  i s  so  shocked a t  hones t  peop le .  The pr ies t ,  you  know,

the  guy  tha t  runs  th is  l i t t le  church  up  a t  Smel te r town? Can ' t  th ink  o f  h is

name,  Span ish  guy ,  f rom Madr id .  Rea l  n ice  pr ies t .  He came over  one n igh t .

I  was  the  inspec tor ,  th is  was jus t  be fore  I  came in  here ,  jus t  be fore  Chr is tmas.

He drove up  to  the  i ine ,  and he  had two o ther  guys  w i th  h im.  A l1  r igh t ,  he 's

a  res iden t  a l ien - -Span ish  c i t i zen ,  res iden t  a l ien ,  p r ies t .  He  had  a  p r ies t

f rom Monterrey,  and a pr iest  f rom Guada' la jara wi th him, and there were three

bot t les  o f  l iquor .  Now,  we a l l  know tha t  each guy  is  a l lowed a  quar t  o f

l iquor  a  month ,  f ree  o f  du ty .  And I  says ,  "F ine ,  Fa ther ,  take  your  l iquor

down. . . "  " l ^ le l l ,  two o f  these bo t t les ,  you  see,  [we]  a re  gonna have to  pay

du ty  on  th is . "  "Why3"  " l ' Je l l , "  he  says ,  " I 'm  on ly  a l lowed one  quar t . "  I

sa id ,  "That ' s  r igh t ,  Fa ther ,  bu t  i f  you  have the  two o ther  gent lemen here . "

"We l l ,  yeah ,  bu t  th i s  i sn ' t  the i r  l i quor ,  tha t ' s  m ine .  I 'm  g iv ing  i t  to

them as  a  g i f t .  I  want  to  pay  du ty  on  i t . "  "Wel l ,  you  don ' t  unders tand,

Fa ther .  I f  they  haven ' t  used  the i r  exempt ion ,  they  can . . . "  "No ,  I  don ' t  wan t

to  use  the i r  exempt ion .  I  want  to  pa .y  the  du ty  on  the  l iquor . "

Now this is the f i rst  t ime I 've ever had anybody honest ' ly  admit  that  they

had used an exemption or something. So, you send him into the of f ice.  The

superv isor  ge ts  h im in  there  and he  says ,  "But ,  Fa ther ,  you  can app ly  fo r  the . . . "



HUDGINS

"Wel l ,  I  don ' t  want  to  use  the i r  exempt ion ,  I ' . |1  ius t  pay  the  du ty  on  the

l iquor . "  You go t  a  man who is  so  honest ,  he 's  hur t ing  h imse l f .  l r , le ' ve  had

l ia rs ,  cheaters ,  you  know,  fe r re t  ou t  a l l  th is  c r im,  and here 's  a  guy  tha t ' s

t ry ing  to  te l ]  you ,  " I  want  to  g ive  you $6 .00  in  du ty . "  You can ' t  re fuse

to accept i t .  But how do you feel? Here's a guy that you know, yesterday

he  b rough t  a  bo t t le .  You  say ,  "When d id  you  b r ing ' l i quor  las t? "  "0h ,  I  don ' t

know, about last  0ctober,  somet ime. I  don' t  know, been several  months."

You  know,  las t  n igh t  he  b rough t  l i quor .  They '11  l i e ,  they ' l l  do  any th ing  to

save themselvesr jou knowo a nicke' l  and a dime.

0M: Is there any way to prove it?

H:  Sure .  l , Je  can pu t 'em in  the  computer .  l ^ le  ga in  on  the  loss  o f  revenues $2 . ' l0

maximum on a quart  of  rum that costs us $6 or $7 to process a computer entry.

You reach the point  where we cal l  i t  the minimus rule.  What do we want to do?

I f  the  guy  i sn ' t  rea l l y  bea t in 'us  to  dea th ,  don ' t  wor ry  abou t  i t .  Do  what

you can.  But  i f  a  guy  cons is ten t ly  beats  you,  then you s t i ck  h im in  the

computer,  because he' l l  beat you for $2 every day.

We had a case just  th is week, out in the import  lot .  They came to me

and says ,  "Do you want  to  make a  pena l ty  aga ins t  th is  guy?"  I  sa id ,  "What 'd

he do?"  "Wel I ,  h€ 's  been dec la r ing  th is  tub ing  he  br ings  in  as  meta l  manu-

facture.  "  l t4etal  manufacture is dut iable at  l9 percent.  Extrusions are not

du t iab le  a t  a l l - - they ' re  f ree  o f  du ty .  He 'd  been dec la r ing  them as  ex t rus ions ,

and they're not-- they're metal  manufactures.  They aren' t  an extrusion,

they ' re  a  we lded un i t .  He 's  been hau l ing  i t  s ince  January- -now we ' re  in

June- -every  day ,  f i ve  days  a  week,  he 's  been hau l ing  a  load o f  th is  in .  And

we 've  been los ing  be tween $ . l5  and $ '19  a  load.  F ina l l y  we found ou t  tha t

he 's  been  do ing  th is  to  us .  I  sa id ,  "We l1 ,  you  want  to  pena l i ze  th i s  guy  fo r
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al I  the  var ious  dere l i c ts?"  "Yeah. "  "D id  anybody ever  ask  h im how th is  s tu f f ' s

made?"  r rNo. r r  "Wel1 ,  how d id  you d iscover  i t? "  He says ,  "One o f  the  inspec-

tors out here asked him. He says, 'How do you make this stuf f? '  He says'

'We l l ,  we  pu t  i t  i n  a  g ig  and  we we ld  i t . '  'We l l ,  then  i t  i sn ' t  an  ex t rus ion . '

tNo ,  no  i t ' s  no t  an  ex t rus ion . '  rWe l l ,  why  you  been  en te r fng  i t  as  an  ex -

t rus ion? '  ' 0h ,  they  to ld  me a l l  th i s  square  s tu f f ' s  ex t rus ion . r "

Who 's  fau ' l t  i s  i t?  I t ' s  our  fau l t .  We had a  chance January  to  te l l

h im the di f ference. And we had a chance in February,  you know. We didn' t

do  i t ,  no  pena l t y .  "You  don ' t  have  to  pay  the  du ty . "  I t ' s  ou r  fau l t ,  no t

h is .  0 therw ise ,  you 'd  ge t  in to  th is ,  you  ge t  in to  a  mouset rap  dea1,  ex  pos t

fac to  laws.  I  can  come over  and say ,  "0kay ,  you  en tered  th is  paper  as  l ined

ins t rument . "  I f  you  be l ieve  me,  you 'd  en ter  i t  as  tha t  ra te ,  r igh t?  I  may

be se t t ing  you up  fo r  a  pena l ty .  You can ' t  do  i t .  You 've  go t  to  accept

tha t  we have rubber  e rasers  on  our  penc i l s ,  too .  I f  our  peop le  d idn ' t  ca tch

i t ,  then  we had  a  chance . . .  He  d idn ' t  h ide  i t .  He  d idn ' t  smugg ' le  i t .  He

d idn ' t  l i e .  He  d idn ' t  re fuse  to  answer .  I t ' s  j us t  tha t  we  were  so  s tup id ,

we  d idn ' t  ask  h im.

J im runs  in to  th is  down in  the  r i ver .  A  car  comes across  i11ega l ' l y .

He ca tches  the  guy .  You go t  a  v io la t ion  o f  law r igh t  there ,  15 .85  T i t le  
. l9 .

He walks up to the guy. The guy's some rancher down there,  he's about two-

th i rds  d runk ,  and  he 's  go t  h is  g i r l f r i end  w i th  h im.  The  reason  he  don ' t  wan t

to  come th rough the  br idge is  because he 's  embar rassed o f  hav in 'a  g i r l f r iend

wi th  h im,  see .  And  i f  h i s  w i fe  ever  found  ou t  abou t  i t ,  she 'd  k i l l  I h id

JM:  Forget  i t ,  man.  That ' s  exac t ly  what  we 've  seen.

H:  So ,  wha t ,J im does ,  he  says ,  "Now look ,  fe l l a ,  Vou  can ' t  do  th ' i s .  I  don ' t

ca re  wha t  you  do  to  the  g i r l f r i end ,  bu t  don ' t  do  i t  on  th i s  levee . "  So ,  the
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guy says, "Thanks, of f icer."  And he goes back down. Next th ing you see,

guy  comes th rough the  por t  o f  en t ry ,  you  know,  n ice  and c lean,  no  g i r l f r iend .

Have we app l ied  the  law? Yes,  I  th ink  we have,  subs tan t ia ' l l y  app l ied  the

law.  Lega l ly?  No.  He d id  en ter  the  conf ines ,  the  te r r i to r ies ,  they  ca l l

i t ,  of  the Uni ted States at  a non-port  of  entry.  Wel l ,  what have you accom-

p l i shed by  se iz ing  h is  car r  1 tou  know.  He had to  go  home.  "We ' l l ,  honey ,  guess

what?  I  go t  caught  w i th  my g i r l f r iend ,  they  go t  my car  se ized. "  You cause

a divorce, you socked the fami ' ly  a penal ty of  $500, and we get two brownie

po in ts .  The o ther  way,  what  do  we do? 0kay ,  he  goes  back ,  he  has  a  l i t t le

gal f r iend. He comes over.  The next t ime the press says, "The Customs are

a  bunch  o f  thugs . . . "  "0h ,  he l l ,  no .  They ' re  good  peop le ,  man.  I  go t  caugh t

the  o ther  n igh t  down the  levee w i th  a  g i r ' l f r iend .  They  d idn ' t  pu t  me in

ja i l . "  A lso ,  these k ind  are  the  same k ind  o f  guys  who come over  and say ,

"Hey ,  J im,  I  see  some guy  load in ' some g rass  over ,  you  know,  i t  l ooks  l i ke

br icks of  grass in his car over here at  the projects.  You want to go over

w i th  me?"  These are  the  k ind  o f  peop le  tha t  he lp  us .  We cou ldn ' t  do  i t

w i thou t  ' em.

JM:  That ' s  a  rea l  fasc ina t ing  par t  o f  the  job  down here ,  too .  I ' ve  run  in to  th ' i s ,

I  don ' t  know how many t imes,where  you 've  go t  somebody jus t  a  l i t t le  b i t

tu rned the  wrong d i rec t ion ,  and they  are  so  re l ieved tha t  you  don ' t  do  any-

thing to them more or take them anywhere, or real ly put the fu l l  force of

everything behind you that you have and just  stomp them down. And especial ly

when you f ind  some o f  the  major  fami l ies  in  E l  Paso.

H:  0h ,  boy !

JM:  You know,  you ge t  some o f  the  o ld  fo lks . . .

H :  We l l ,  you  know the  guy  ou t  in  Anapra .  You  d idn ' t  ge t  th i s  one ,  J im,  bu t  the
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guys  in  Anapra  go t  i t .  I . le  see a  brand new. . .what 's  tha t . . .?

B i  azer?

Li  ke the B' lazer .  The bi  g,  new Pi  ymouth .

Tra i ldus ter .

Tra i ldus ter .  N ine ,  ten  thousand do l la r  car ,  a1 l  fanc ied  up ,  jus t  a t  dusk ,

coming through Anapra. So the guys rush up and seize i t .  The guy comes in

my o f f i ce ,  nex t  morn ing .  Th is  i s  over  a  weekend.  He comes in  the  nex t  morn ing .

And the  name wou ld  shock  you.  I  mean l i te ra l i y  shock  you.

That was me.

That  was you tha t  n igh t?  A l l  r igh t .  I  d idn ' t  remember  you work in '  Anapra .

Anyhow,  i t  wou ld  shock  you.  You 'd  say  i t ' d  never  happen.  The guy  says ,

" Is  there  any  way we can se t t le  th is  rea l  qu ick?  I  don ' t  m ind  pay ing  the

penal ty.  Money is not the prob' lem," he says. "My wife wi l l  be very upset

w i th  the  g i r l f r iend . "  Seems l i ke  he  had h is  secre tary  w i th  h im.

She was on ly  about  19  years  o ld .

Yeah,  about  19  or  lB ,  o r  maybe seventeen.  Good ' look ing  ga l .  They  had been

out . . .p robab ' l y  she  went  w i th  h im jus t  in  case someth ing  come up,  she cou ld

take i t  down, out in Anapra.  He decided, rather than go through the br idge--

somebody might recognize him--he'd come through Anapra to get home. He wants

to  pay  a  pena l ty .  The pena l ty  in  th is  case was $500.  He hasn ' t  rea ' l1y

commi t ted  a  v io la t ion- -a  U.S.  c i t i zenn he  had no  cont raband w i th  h im.  The

secre tary  i s  a lso  a  U.S.  c i t i zen  and she had no  cont raband w i th  'em.  Un less

you would say that raw fur happens to be contraband. But there was no violat ion,

rea' | ly .  They had not done anything except technical ly entered the United States

i1 ' lega l1y .  They  d id  dec la re  themse lves  to  a  Customs o f f i cer ,  never  run  f rom

him,  and they 'd  been inconven ienced a  r igh t  to le rab le  anpunt .  So,  we a l lowed

JM:

H:
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tha t  maybe  he ,  i f  he  wou ld  te l l  us . . .  "P lease ,  don ' t  do  i t  aga in ,  buddy .

t l le ' l l  waive the penal ty.  You get the car and you go down the road. But

don ' t  do  i t  aga in ,  because  the  nex t  t ime  we won ' t  th ink  i t ' s  so  funny . "  He

says ,  "0h , "  he  says ,  " i f  mama ever  found [ou t ] .  I  to ld  her  I  was  hav in '  the

car  tuned up .  And I  do ,  I  have to  ge t  i t  f tuned up ] . "

JM:  One th ing  on  peop le  l i ke  tha t ,  toon is  tha t  you  do  someth ing  w i th  them l i ke

tha t ,  you  rea l i ze  tha t  i f  I  b rought  i t  to  Bob,  here ,  o r  even brought  i t  in

as  a  se izure ,  no th ing  cou ld  become o f  i t .  I  mean,  i t ' d  inconven ience h im and

he 'd  bea t  i t  fo r  l i ke  $25  0 r . . .

H :  A  hundred  o r  f i ve  hundred .  F ive  hundred 's  no th in ' to  h im.  He 'd  jus t  reach

in  h is  money c l ip  and g ive  you f i ve .

JM: But on the other hand, you turn him lose and they wonder,  "That o ' le boy, he

knows who I  am, he knows who I  had, he knows what I  was doing. Is he rea11y

gonna do  what  he  sa id?  Is  he  gonna ca l l  my w i fe  i f  I  don ' t  ca l l  h im back  in

a week?" And this is the uray you start  get t ing people to real ly wonder on

both direct ions.  And on the other hand he can say, "Man, that  guy was a

gent leman and a scholar and he let  me go. "  You know, you can work i t  e i ther

way with the guy.

H:  We 've  le t  some o f  them go.  We have cases  o f . . . I  had  one here  the  o ther  day

tha t  we ' re  pos i t i ve  was a  p lan t .  A  n ice  fami iy  come over .  A  lady  come over

and you'd be shocked at  her name, too.  Her name gets in the paper once in

a  wh i le  in  the  soc ie ty  sec t ion .  Had hero in  on  her .  They  se ized her  car ,

they took her away, but they didn' t  book her-- for  a very good reason. Somethin '

wrong about  th is  case.  She came in .  The inves t iga tors  came in  and they  la id

i t  on  me.  Seems l i ke  she 's  hav ing  some smal l  amount  o f  p rob lem wi th  her

husband.  They ' re  in  the  process  o f  a  d ivorce .  And,  o f  course ,  i f  he  can
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d iscred i t  her ,  he 's  the  agr ieved par ty ,  under  Texas  law.  H is  w i fe  was a

hero in  smugg ler  and i t  embar rassed h im and h is  bus iness ,  he  can ge t  a  d ivorce

jus t  l i ke  tha t .  I , ' Je  conc luded,  rea l l y  f rom the  ev fdence we had,  i t ' s  go t  to

be a  p1ant .  Down the  road.  No ar res t ,  no  se izure ,  no  no th in ' .  Get  tha t

car out of  here.  Because we would be used.

I  want to discredi t  you as a professor.  How's the best way to discredi t

you  as  a  p ro fessor?  Prove tha t  you ' re  a  non- reputab ie  c i t i zen ,  r igh t?  I

want your job.  So, we plant your car and cal l  up Customs and say, "You

know,  I  Saw th iS  guy  over  here .  He  Was over ,  near , . . . "  wha t ' s  the  ga1 's

house tha t  se l l s  the  dope over  here?  La  Nacha.  "He 's  over  near  La  Nacha 's

house and he  looks  l f ke  he 's  hau l ing  dope. "  So,  your  car  goes  in  the  computer .

You  can ' t  tu rn  h is  in fo rmat ion  down,  man, ' i t  m igh t  be  r igh t .  I t  i s  r i gh t ,  a

lo t  o f  t imes .  A l l  o f  a  sudden  you  come in .  You ' re  c lean .  "Sure ,  I ' ve  been

over.  "  " l , r jhere'd you go?" " I  went over to eat.  "  I^Je start  searching the

car  and sure  enough in  the  a i r  c leaner  we f ind  hero in .  You [a t ]  fau l t?  Migh t

be .  That 'd  be  a  good p lace  to  car ry  i t .  A  lo t  o f  suckers  do .  But  you a lso

might  be  per fec t l y  innocent .  Now,  the  v io la t ion  you 've  commi t ted ,  the

v io la t ion  is  there ,  f la t  ou t .  Bu t  was  there  a  v io la t ion? Because p ' lan t  i s

no t . . . there 's  a  very  de f in i te  except ion  fn  the  law to  the  p lan t ing  o f  th ings .

So,  you ' re  up  aga ins t  be tween a  rock  and a  hard  spot .  I f  I  pu t  th is

guy  in  ja i l ,  he  loses  h is  job .  A l l  the  res t  o f  h i s  l i f e  he 's  b randed  as  a

bad c r im ina l .  And i t  m igh t  be  wrong.  And i f  we don ' t ,  what  i f  we go t  a

dope smuggler? A1' l  you do is you do the very best you can. You try for

f ingerpr ints.  You try for  th is.  You try for  that .  You try for  the pattern.

You t ry  to  look  a t  h is  method o f  l i ve l ihood.  Is  he  spend ing  more  than he 's

mak ing? You know,  and you have to  do  th is .  You can ' t  wa i t  seven months
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to  do  th is .  Th is  has  go t ta  be  done,  and a  iudgement 's  go t ta  be  made w i th in

about  th ree  days .  Because,  o therw ise . . .  No,  We don ' t  have to  do  i t '  the  law

don' t  say we do i t .  But,  reason. I f  y i le keep your car for  s ix weeks, somebody's

gonna f igure out that  somethin 's wrong,.you know, and you get branded by asso-

c ia t ion .  Soo the  speed we have to  do  these th ings  a  lo t  o f  t imes is  based on

not 1ega1 requirement,  but  a human requirement.  You know, I  keep some guy's

car  and i t ' s  parked ou t  here  in  the  lo t  and 75  peop le  see i t  and say ,  "Ha,

[ there 's ]  my o1d pro fessor .  The guy 's  a  rea l  c rook .  Cus tom's  go t  h is  car . "

You car  cou ld  be  here  fo r  a  lo t  o f  reasons  and i t  wou ldn ' t  be  c r im ina l .

Another  th ing  I  found ou t  w i th  th is  k ind  o f  th ing ,  too ,  i s  the  fac t  tha t  one

of your professors up at  UTEP, he bought a car f rom one of  h is students.

0h ,  Jesus  !

JM:  You know,  come th rough [ the  l ine ] ,  and Pow!  I t  had res idue a l l  over .  He

d idn ' t  even know what  i t  looked l i ke ,  had no  idea.

H:  We 've  had th is  happen a lmost  every  auc t ion .  You come in  and buy  a  car  a t

an  auc t ion .  A l l  r igh t ,  the  car 's  here .  When we se ized i t  and [a re ]  se l l in '

i t ,  i t ' s  because i t ' s  a  dope hau ler .  ln le  had one guy  come in  hereo bought

a  car ,  came th rough the  br idge.  S ix  weeks  Ja ter - -someth ing  l i ke  tha t - -Bung!

They run  h im in to  secondary ,  knock  on  the  s ide  pane i ,  pu l l  a  b r ick  ou t  o f  the

pane1.  Fu l l  two and th ree  ten ths  pounds o f  mar ihuana,  in  the  pane1.  They

arrested him, put him inr  lou know, hand cuffs.  D.A. come down and took

h im o f f  to  ia i l .  We se ized the  car .  He kept  say ing ,  " I  bought  the  car  f rom

you goddam peop le !  I 'm no t  a  dope hau ' le r .  I t  a in ' t  my dope! "  In  the

meant ime we tes ted  the  th ing .  By  go l l y ,  i t  i s  o ' ld ,  i t ' s  no t  new crop .  The

paper  i s  o ld .  t r /e  know who i t ' s  f rom,  i t ' s  one o f  La  Nacha 's  g roup.  They

use a  spec ia l  t ype  o f  loose paper .  Aha!  Check  you ou t .  Geez,  he 's  never  been
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mixed with dope, he's got no fr iends that are into dope. They come to the con-

c lus ion  /T f ra t  the  man/  i s  innocen t .  We 'd  m issed  j t  i n  the  ca r ,  o r jg ina l l y .  We

got  a  load,  bu t  the  guy 'd  had a  br ick  we d idn ' t  ge t .  They  expunge the  record ,

hand h jm back  h is  car ,  and says ,  "Go and s in  no  more . "  He 's  a  n ' i ce  guy .

You ment ioned La  Nacha.  She 's  a  person who 's  been around a  long t ime.

Wel l ,  La  Nacha is  a  name.  I  don ' t  th ink  i f t ' s  the  same person because La

Nacha was in the  '30s .  I  th ink  the  or ig ina i l  La  Nacha is  dead.

Th is  i s  the  same one we were  ta lk ing  about

Yeah,  she 's  the  same one.

I t ' s  an  o rgan iza t ion .  I t ' s  l i ke  say ing  The  Maf ia .  La  Nacha  i s  rea l l y  an

organ ' i za t jon .  She was head ing  i t .  Bu t  the  on ly . t ime tha t  I  th ink  she was

out  o f  bus iness  was dur jng  when Genera l  Quevedo run  Ch ihuahua.  She was ou t

o f  bus iness  when he  d ' id ,  ' cause he  shot  'em.  He was probab ly  the  on ly

honestcopthey 've  had over  there  in ,  what ,  20  years?

Wel l ,  th is  b r ings  up  another  ques t ion .  How much invo lvement  can you have

wi th  the  Mex ican Government  on  f ines  and pena l i t ies?  You don ' t  have any

k ' ind  o f  l i a i son  w i th  them a t  a l l?

Never .  l ^ le  o f f i c ia ' l1y  do .  We te l l  them about  the  weather ,  go  dr jnk in '

par t ies  w i th  them.  I  don ' t ,bu t  i t ' s  done.  You never  te l l  them the  t ru t ,h ,

because a l l  they  do  is  use  i t  aga ins t  the j r  own peop le .  See,  they  run  the

dope. This is not proven, but guess what? I r le know i t .  There's guys that we

have some very  good in te l l igence on  and we 've  ac tua l l y  seen 'em hau l  i t  over .

tJe've seen the Mexican Customs and the Mexican Army haul  the dope over on

th is  s ide .  We know i t  happens.  ! , le  a lso  know who runs  i t ,  w i ro 's  fa rm i t

comes o f f  o f ,  and a l l  the  res t  o f  the  s tu f f "  So ,  in  e f fec t ,  what  you do  is ,

i f  you ' re  te l l i ng  the  Mex ican  Jud ic ja l  Po l j ce  abou t  where  dope  i so  a1 l  you ' re

JM:
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do in '  i s  p inpo in t ing  the  source  o f  "mord ida" .  Because they  a l ready  know i t

and they ' re  a l ready  ge t t in '  a  rake  o f f  f rom i t .  0 r  i f  they  don ' t ,  they ' l l

go get a rake of f .  But they don' t  stop the dope. t r le get the dope over here

with the court  sea' l  ,  the rubber stamps from the judic ia l  pol  ice and the

cour ts  on  i t ,  in  the  wrapp ings .  We s t i l l  ge t  i t .  A f te r  the  t r ia l ,  they  pu t

th is  guy  in  ja i l  and  they  pedd le  the  dope over  here .  They  f1y  i t  over  in

government airpianes. Mexican government airplanes f1y dope.

And land in  the  U.S.  and drop  i t  o f f?

He l l ,  Jes i  he l1 ,  yes !  Mex ican  Arny  comes over ,  15  o f 'em,  w i th  AR-16  r i f l es .

These are  l i ke  a  mach ine  gun,  M- . |6  r i f les .  Cross  the  r i ver  w i th  the i r  load

of  dope,  and p lan t  i t  on  the  U.S.  s ide  and go  back- - in  un i fo rm.  They ' re

crude,  they  don ' t  even take  the i r  un i fo rms o f f .

Near El  Paso?

A lmos t  in  the  c i t y  l im i t s .

You ' re  ta i k ing  to  me,  a ren ' t  you?

Yes ,  I  am.  I 'm  look ing  a t  you ,  I 'm  no t  ta l k ing  to  you .  Bu t  yes ,  w i th in

. l0 ,000 yards  o f  here .

JM: I 've never seen them cross over.

H: We have guys that have.

JM:  I  have seen them,  l i ke  I  to ld  you be fore ,  bu t  I ' ve  never  seen them cross

over .

We've got guys that have stood and watched 'em walk r ight  by 'em. And you

know who I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t .

Yeah,  the  o ld  man tha t ' s  down in  the  va l ' ley .

They  come over  and you can ' t  wh ip  'em.  One o f  the  Ch ie f  o f  the  iud ic ia l

po l i ce  car  come over  here .  You open the  th ing ,  i t ' s  go t  more  dope,  you know,

H:

JM:

H:
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i t r s  go t  seeds  and every th ing .  Pos ta l  o f f i c ia ls ,  Un i ted  Sta tes  government

pos ta l  o f f i c ia ls  cars  loaded w i th  dope.  Wonder  how i t  ge ts  ou t  in  the

count ry .  See,  when the  peop le  want  to  s top ,  i t ' j 1  s top .  When the  peop le

want heroin stopped, when they want marihuana stopped, when they want anything

s topped ,  i t ' l l  s top .

JM:  And  i t  won ' t  un t i l  t hen .

H:  Yeah ,  i t  wonr t  un t i l  t hen .  The  pub l i c  does  no t  wan t  i t  s topped .  They 'd

rather have the heroin addicts and al l  th is stuf f .  They'd rather pay the

f i ve  b i l l i on  do l la rs  to  f i gh t  dope  than  say ,  "E i the r  lega l i ze  i t  o r  k i l l  i t . "

Lega l i z ing  i t ' d  be  a  d isas te r ,  they  a l l  know th is .  They  don ' t  wan t  i t

s topped  because ,  we l l ,  you  see ,  i t ' s  j i ke  th i s . . .

JM:  Then  you 'd  be  bo ther ing  my  k id  ' cause  he 's . . .

H: Tel l  me how many lawyers in town would be in businessi f  i t  wasn ' t  fo r  dope?

i f  we stopped dope?0r  te l l  me how many ' lawyers  wou ld  be  ou t  o f  bus iness

l^Jhat percentage would you say?

6 l
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Ha l  f .

Hal  f? That

Take a I  ook

dopers .

many?

at  your  cases .  That  doesn ' t  mean tha t  ha l f  o f  the  lawyers  a re

JM:  I t  j us t  means  tha t  the i r  cases  concern . . .

H :  But  take  a  look  a t . . .  Count ing  my cases ,  my f ine  pena l ty  cases ,  pa t ro l  s tu f f ,

DEA s tu f f ,  c i t y  po l i ce  s tu f f ,  s ta te  po l i ce  s tu f fo  and federa l - - i f  you  took

a l l  the  dope cases  ou t  o f  cour t ,  tha t ' s  tha t  much more  money they  wou ldn ' t

get .  And when one of  our major dope lawyers admits,  in the press,  that  he

on ly  makes $ t2S,000 a  year ,  and he 's  no t  one o f  the  r i ch  ones .  You have any

idea what  a  pe t i t ion  cos ts ,  a  s imp le  two-page pe t i t ion ,  what  these lawyers
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are charging these people? Three hundred dol iars to wr i te a two-page let ter .

I 'm  te l l i ng  you .  Ac tua l l y ,  I 'm  amb iva len t  on  the  th ing ,  rea l1y .  One ,  I

Sd.V,  "We cou ldn ' t  dare  lega l i ze  dope, "  because there 's  an  awfu l  lo t  o f  p re t ty

good ev idence in  o ther  count r ies  tha t  have t r ied  tha t  i t  i s  a  d isas ter .  But

apar t  f rom tha t ,  I 'm on  the  o ther  s ide ,  I  say ,  "Wel l ,  yes ,  bu t  when I  see

what I  see from the legal  community,  i t  makes you sick."  That 's one reason

I  w i l l  no t  p rac t ice ,  I  wou ld  never  p rac t ice  1aw.  I  had a  chance.  I ' ve

had qy  cho ices .  When I  see  what  the  pro fess ion  is  l i ke ,  I 'm s ick .

0M: $ne of  our professors was cr i t ic ized recent ly for  making a statement that  l5

to  20  percent  o f  the  househo lds  in  E l  Paso depend on  i11ega1 ac t ' i v i t ' i es  to  a

s ign" i f i can t  degree fo r  the i r  income.

I  don ' t  know where  he  go t  h is  word ,  h is  s ta t i s t i c ,  because I  take  very  deep

umbrage a t  i t .  What  he 's  e f fec t i ve ly  say ing  is , '10  percent  o f  the  fami l ies

in  E l  Paso- -about  
. |5 ,000 

fami l ies  in  th is  town- -depend s ig in i f i ca l l y  on  dope.

I  don ' t  th ink  you can prove i t .

Not  jus t  dope,  bu t  smugg ' l  ing  o f  a1 ' l  k inds .  Yeah,  i t ' s  someth ing  tha t  you

can ' t  rea l l y  qua l i f y .  Bu t  what  i s  your  reac t ion  to  someth ing  l i ke  tha t?

I t ' s  pure  bu l l sh i t .  I ' l l  te l1  you approx imate ly  what  my impress ion  is  o f

how many peop' le are involved in i t .  About s ix hundred.

Six hundred people?

Yeah. Smuggl ing is very lucrat ive and they don' t  tend to spread the ioy

around. 0f  the major dope peddlers in th is town, VOU can name 'em on two
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hands.

JM:  The major  ones .

H:  Now,  we ' re  no t  ta lk ing  mules ,  the  Juarez  mules- -we ' re  ta lk ing  dope pedd lers .

There 's  a  dozen,  maybe.
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You ' re  ge t t ing  in to  the  hardcore . . .

No,  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  dope pedd lers .  Hardcore ,  w€r re  ta lk ing  th ree .

How do you def ine these di f ferent categor ies?

A11 r igh t .  Yournumber  one guy  is  the  guy  tha t  supp ' l ies  i t ,  p lans  i t ,  f inances

i t ,  and d is t r ibu tes  is .  You 've  go t  th ree  o f  them.

0M:  In  E l  Paso?

H:  Yeah .

0M:  B ig  opera t ion?

H:  We ' re  ta lk ing  about  where  he  takes  a  mi l l ion  or  more .  The o ther  smal l

o rgan iza t ions ,  the  amateur  o rgan iza t ions- - i f  you  wanna ca l l  ' em--you go t

a  dozen or  so .  Then you go t  a  few sh i t  heads- -coup le  o 'hundred.  You

know,  th is  i s  a  h ighschoo ' l  k id  a t  Eas twood,  hau ls  over  s ix  b r icks  and ge ts

caught ,  o r  doesn ' t  ge t  caught .  But  these are  no  b ig  dea l .

0M: We were talk ing about th is professor at  UTEP who made the statement that

l5  to  20  percent  o f  E l  Paso 's  househo lds  depended on  i l lega l  ac t i v i t y  fo r

the i r  income s ign i f i can t ly .  He was no t  on ly  ta lk ing  about  dope smugg l ing ,

but the everyday smuggl ing that takes place here,  that  people engage in.

Merchandise being caryied over to Juarez en masse--c jgaret tes,  for  example,

1  iquor .

H:  You ' re  ta lk ing  about  E l  Paso or  Juarez?

0M:  E l  Paso.  l . le l l ,  merchand ise  go ing  back  and fo r th  in  bo th  d i rec t ions .

H:  I , le l l ,  i t  don ' t  go  th is  way very  much.  Now,  c igare t tes  go in '  ou t  bound have

to  be  Mex icans .  E l  Paso [ res idents ]  can ' t  expor t  'em.

0M: Right.  But you have bonded warehouses r ight  here that are legal ' ly  sel l ing

this stuf f  to Mexicans. But they know darn wel l  that  these cigaret tes are

being smuggled into Mexico.  And the Mexican Customs knows darn wel i  that
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they ' re  comin '  in ,  bu t  they  jus t  ignore  i t .

That ' s  r igh t .  Bu t  tha t  doesn ' t  make the  warehouse i l lega l .

No ,  bu t  i t ' s  i l l ega l  ac t i v i t y .

Wel l ,  Sa feway se l l in '  to i le t  paper ,

smugg le  to i le t  paper  in to  Mex ico .

And they  smugg le  a  lo t  o f  th ings .

then,  i s  i l l ega l  ac t i v i t y ,  because they

Wel l ,  i f  he 's  gonna  use  tha t ,  then ,  gaso l ine 's  i l l ega1 .  Read  Mex ican  law.

You can' t  sel l  any American product wi thout payment of  duty,  and they don' t

col lect  the duty over there.  So every company then, that  sel ls to a Mexican,

the  Whi te  House  and  the  Popu la r ,  a re  a l l  i 1 ]ega l .  UTEP 's  then  i11ega ' | .

0[v1:  No, i  t  's  not  i  1 
' lega' l  

.  There are no I  aws being broken .

H:  0h ,  yes  there  are ,  ohr  leS there  are !  The Mex ican law says ,  exac t ly ,  the i r

Const i tu t ion  says :  jou  cannot  impor t  i t  i f  i t ' s  made in  tha t  count ry .
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Ri  gh t .

And they ' re  do ing  i t .

R igh t .  Tha t ' s  h is  po in t .  A  lo t  o f  ac t i v i t y  i s  tak ing  p lace  here  and  i t ' s

ins t i tu t iona l i zed  to  such an  ex ten t - -and i t  goes  back  decades- -and a  lo t

o f  peop le  a re  engaged in  tha t  k ind  o f  ac t i v i t y .  There 's  a  th in  l ine  there .

, lus t  l i ke  UTEP is  educat in '  the  Mex icans .  I  thought  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas

has someth ing  about  tha t  you  can ' t  do  tha t .

0M:  0h ,  no .  They  pay  tu i t ion .

H :  They  do?  I ' l j  t e1 l  you  what .  I ' 1 . |  be t  your

p l iove  tha t  a  lo t  o f  'em aren ' t .

0M:  You ' re  r igh t  about  tha t .

H: You betcha. Everybody at  UTEP is engaged in

JM:  No ,  wa i t  a  m inu te ,  wa i t  a  m inu te .  We ' re  no t

sa la ry  aga ins t  mine  tha t  I  can

i11ega1  ac t i v i t i es .

ta lk ing about what we want to
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ta lk  abou t .

H: No, basical ' ly ,  th is is why his statement is fa lse.  Everybody is engaged in

i l legal  act iv i ty.  I f  he can name thern,  when he made that statement,  i f  he

can  teJ l  i t ,  i f  he 's  te l l i n ' the  t ru th  and  he  can  p rove  i t ,  then  he 's  a  fe lon .

Because mispr is ion  o f  a  fe lony  is  a  fe lony  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  I f  he  has

knowledge which he has not imparted to the United States government,  he is

a  fe l  on .

0M:  He 's  mak ing  the  po in t  tha t . . .

H :  I s  he  te l l i ng  the  t ru th  o r  i s  he  guess in '?

JM:  Tha t ' s  the  th ing  r igh t  the re .

H:  I f  he 's  te l ] ing  the  t ru th ,  then he  is  a  fe lon  fo r  no t  repor t ing  i t .  Can

he name i t?  We get  back  to  the  th ing .  You ' re  ask ing ,  Vou ' re  mak ing  a

statement.  Can he name the names? I  cha' l lenge him to name the names, I

cha l lenge h im to  te l l  us  who they  are .  Now,  i f  he  can,  then we '1 . l  a t tempt

to  pu t 'em in  ja i l .  I f  he  can ' t ,  I  th ink  he  shou ld  apo log ize .

0M:  No.  Le t  me get  your  reac t ion  to  the  reason ing  tha t ' s  beh ind  th is  k ind  o f

statement.  Take for example,  the maids who come over here,  thousands of

maids  who come in to  E l  Paso i l lega l l y  to  work .

R i  gh t .

And, you were talk ing about th is before,  that  a lot  of  people pay them very

I  i t t le money.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

And  tha t rs  i l l ega l ,  they ' re  no t  pay ing  the  m in imum wage.  Tha t ' s  i j l ega l .

Tha t ' s  r i  gh t .

Now,  th is  i11ega1 ac t iv i t y  permi ts  a  lo t  o f  househo lds  to  earn  ex t ra

income because housewives go out into the economy, br ing extra income; and
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in turn,  th is income is then spread out a ' l ' l  over El  Paso to generate

secondary act iv i t ies,  to create rnore economic act iv i ty.  Now, these maids

get what l i t t le they make, and a lot  of  that  income winds up on Stanton

Street.  When they're going home, they do their  shopping. And that 's income

that has been earned i l1ega' l iy  that  has generated other income.

Wel l ,  what  i s  the  hur t ing  i l l ega l l y?  Te] ]  me what  1aw they  broke.  Is

h i r ing  an  i l l egaT a l ien  I i 11ega1 ]?

No,  i t ' s  no t .  Bu t  a ren ' t  you  supposed to  pay  the  min imum wage even i f  they ' re

i l l ega l  ?

Could I  inter ject  something here?

No,  bu t  tha t ' s  jus t  one example .  Le t  me ta lk  about  o ther  examples  tha t  i s

behind his statement.  The bonded warehouses that I  ment ioned, the c igaret tes,

the ' l iquor - - these peop le  know darn  we l l  tha t  th is  i s  be ing  smugg led  in to

Mexico.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

But  everybody accepts  i t ,  i t ' s  ins t i tu t iona l i zed .  Peop le  come f rom Ch ihuahua,

from Torreon, f rom Mexico City,and they come to the Popular,  the White

House,  they  go  to  C ie lo  V is ta  Mal l ,and they  buy  in  quant i t y .  And th is  s tu f f

i s  be ing  impor ted  in to  Mex ico .

I ' l l ega l1y .

And everybody gets paid of f  a long the way, and i t  winds up in the inter ior .

A.  B. Company, Border Tobacco-- these companies almost guarantee del ivery

in to  the  in te r io r  o f  Mex ico .  When they  se l l ,  they ' re  no t  v io la t ing  any  1aw

here ,  bu t  they ' re  he lp ing  in  v io la t ing  Mex ican 1aw.  That ' s  the  k ind  o f  th ing

he 's  ta l  k ing  abou t .

A l l  lawyers  then,  a re  v io la t in '  the  law,  a re  perpet ra t ing  i t .  They ' re
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defending guys who haye broken the law. They're perpetrat ing i t .  Therefore,

anybody who se l l s  to  a  lawyer  i s  perpe t ra t ing  i t .  Le t ' s  fo l iow the  same log ic .

There are communists in Mexico.  And UTEP accepts people who are communists.

Therefore,  the Universi ty of  Texas is a card carry ing.. .or  perpetrat ing the

impos i t ion  o f  a  communis t  reg ime on Mex ico .  Same 1og ic .  The same th ing  is

true that the electr ic i ty company that sold electr ic i ty so that the shoot in '

ga l le r ies  over  here  cou ld  have l igh ts ,  the  E l  Paso E lec t r i c  Company then is

perpetrat ing the use of  heroin.  The El  Paso Water company, the El  Paso

ut i l i t ies,  we used to gave 'em water.  And the dopers over thene at  La

Nacha use i t .  Therefore,  we're perpetrat ing the use of  heroin.  Let  me go

a l i t t le  fa r ther .  S ince  you ' re  educat ing  the  peop le  who are  tak ing  br ibes- -

because a lot  of  the Customs people were educated at  UTEP--therefore,  the

Univers i ty  o f  Texas  sys tem is  the  one who caused a l l  th is  i l i ega l  ac t i v i t y .

Sha'l l we go further?

JM:  Th is  i s  a  l i ne  o f  though t  tha t  doesn ' t  seem to  me l i ke  f t ' s  mak ing  any

sense .

H:  I t  i s .  He 's  c la im ing  tha t  i f  A .B .  Company  se l l s  someth ing  tha t  i s  i l l ega l ' l y

imported into Mexico,  then anybody who der ives their  income from A.B. Company

is  der iv ing  the i r  income f rom an i1 lega l  ac t i v i t y .

Sure .

Therefore,  there's no legal i ty in the country.  Because then, the Japanese

who se l l  to  A .B.  Company are  a lso  perpet ra t ing  i t ,  because i f  they  wou ldn ' t

have so ld  to  A .B.  Compan.y ,  A .B.  wou ' ldn ' t  have so ld  to  the  tha t

smugg' led i t  into Mexico,  and cr ime wouldn' t  have been commit ted.

The po in t  i s  tha t  th is  i s  a  par t  o f  border  l i fe  anywhere .

I t 's  a part  of  every c i ty in the Uni ted States.
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But these operat ions are pecul  iar  to the border.

No,  i t  i sn ' t .  Te ] l  me about  RCA.  Harnmondsv i l le ,  Ind iana,  then is  suppor ted

ent i  re l  y by i  1 
' lega1 

I  y act iv i  t ies .

I 'm  no t  fami l  i a r  w i th  tha t .

Wel l ,  Hammondsv i l le ,  Ind iana is  the  home o f f i ce  o f  RCA E lec t ron ics  Produc ts

Div is iono wh ich  is  the  b ig  [ tw in ]  p lan t  over  here .  And every  p iece ,

every part  that  goes out of  Mexico has been paid a br ibe on. Therefore,

every th ing  tha t  RCA makes is  i l l ega l ,

I  wou ldn ' t  say  every th ing ,  bu t . . .

Every th ing  they  make in  the i r  E lec t ron ic  Produc ts  d iv is ion  has  a  b r ibe  pa id

on  i t .

Real ' ly?

Every th ing  tha t ' s  made in  Mex ico  has  a  b r ibe  pa id  on  i t .  That  I  can  abso lu te ly

assure you. Your professor knows that.  Therefore,  i f  you bought an RCA

th ing ,  then you ' re  perpet ra t ing  i t ,  because i f  you  hadn ' ta  bought  RCA,  they

wou ldn ' t  [be  mak ing  money th is  way] .  You have an  RCA te lev is ion  se t?  You ' re

perpet ra t ing  a  c r ime.  Same log ic .

Yeah, you can carry th is too far .

t , l j e l l ,  he  d id .

l , l l e l l ,  I  don ' t  th ink  he  d id .  I t ' s  jus t  tha t  the  way i t  came out  in  the  paper

was al l  screwed up.

l ^ le l l ,  I  w i l l  cha l lenge h im to  name them.

The on ly  th ing  I  can  see on  th is  tha t  we ' re  t ry ing  to  say ,  a f te r  ta lk ing

about i t  ten minutes,  is  that  there're 20 percent of  the fami l ies in El  Paso

that are having trade with the other s ide of  the r iver,  and commerce is

going back and forth.  And let 's  face i t ,  whenever you have commerce going
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and enter ing into the commerce of  Mexico,  Vou have the "mordida" system

opera t ing .

Wel l ,  I  can te11 you the countr ies where there isn' t  any "mordida" to speak of .

And every t ime this happens, wh.y then you can say, you known you're contr i -

but ing to some kind of  system that is not comparable to the one we're at .

And therefore,  we have this many people here in the Uni ted States. . . the

logic doesn' t  seem too sound in that  part .  I f  you were to say that there are

50 or 75 percent of  the people in El  Paso that have dai ly commerce or have

some commerce once a month wi th Mexico or the other way around, i t  seems l ike that

tould be a-muct i rnore retsonablExSing to say.  But I  don' t  see how you can just

br ing i t  down to saying 20 percent of  the people in E' l  Paso der ive their

earn ings  f rom i l lega l  ac t i v i t ies .

I t  depends on  what  your  de f in i t ion  o f  i l l ega l  ac t i v i t ies  a re .

Yeah .

I ' ' l l  be t  you  $5 .00  tha t  there  isn ' t  a  guy  a t  UTEP tha t  hasn ' t

1aw,  no t  one- - inc lud ing  the  pro fessors .

I '1 . |  be t  you  $S.OO there 's  no t  a  guy  in  th is .ng l t r  tha t  hasn ' t

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

Sure .

Because every t ime you cross that border. . .and the professor,

crossed the border.  And I ' l l  bet  you money his watch is not

. i , f - .  he  d idn ' t  dec la re  i t ,  every  t ime,  he 's  a  smugg ler .  I ' . l 1

30 percent der ive i t .

broken the

broken a  law.

I 'm  sure ,  has

U.S.  made.  And

bel  ieve that

0M:  l ^ le l l ,  we can go  back  to  ta lk  about  o ther  th ings .  Ac tua ' l ' l y  we ' re  c lose  to

running out of  tape. Any other big cases that you've been involved in that

are part icul  ar ' ly  interest ing?
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l , r je ] l ,  we have a  lo t .  There 's  some tha t ' s  been h i t t in ' the  paper  recent ly .

There 's  some tha t  w i l l  be  h i t t ing  the  paper  p robab ly ,  tha t  i t  w i l ' l  be  a  shock

to  [you ]  i f  you  ever  rea l l y  look  in to  these good peop le .  We ' re  ta lk ing

about good people,  we're ta lk ing about people who support  the major i ty of

E l  Paso.  You d id  read in  the  morn ing  paper ,  d idn ' t  you ,  about  Mr .  Kess le r?

Th is  morn ing?

Yeah.  Take a ' look  in  the  f inanc ia l  page.  They ' re  su ing  Mr .  Kess le r  fo r

non-payment of  minimum wage. You know, Cal  Kessler,  Kessler furni ture.  I

th ink Mr.  Lama made the statement the other day in the press,  something l ike

tha t  they 'd  made a  smal l  m is take  o f  ha l f  a  mi l l ion  do l ia rs  in  the i r  du ty

payment.  And I  know you bel ieve i t 's  a mistake. Peop' le just  do make

$500,000 mis takes .  I  mean,he  pu t  i t  in  the  papero  we d fdn ' t .  You poss ib ly

read in the news, or at  least  you shou' ld,  about the Li t ton industr ies?

0M:  What  about  i t?

H:  0h ,  you  d idn ' t  know about  L i t ton? l l Je l l ,  i t  seemed l i ke  L i t ton  made a  mis take

of  $g t ,000,000.  You know,  jus t  k ind  o f  t r i v ia ' l  e ryor  o f  $9 ' l  ,000 ,000 in

duty payments.  Somehow or other,  i t  seems Li t ton admit ted in their  f inancial

s ta tement - - in  fac t  I  be l ieve  I  s t i l l  have a  copy  o f  i t - -where  they 've

had a  c r im ina l  f raud pena l t ies  o f ,  I  th ink  i t  was  $gOO,OOO assessed aga ins t

'em. You see, these companies that are helping us al l  out  are a real  good

bunch o f  peop le .

0M:  Was th is  "mis take"  made here?

H:  Wel l ,  Mr .  Lama's  company is  r igh t  here .

0M:  I  mean L i t ton  indus t r ies .

H: Li t ton is made in San Diego, but they operate here.

0M: They have a factory here in Juarez.
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And then there 's  the  [company]  tha t . . . the  one tha t  had the . . . in  the  papers

some t ime back, I  can' t  th ink of  the name of the company. Col ton Instrument.

They ' re  one o f  the  b ig  cong lomera tes .  I  th ink  the ies  was. . . they  made an

error of  some $300,000,000. These are smal l  c ler ical  type errors.  And you

know the funny thing about i t? Al l  these good people who want to see cr ime

stoppedr guess what they did? They rushed out and bought the guy's product.

Yep.  We pos t  the  name o f  a  ma jor  narco t ics  smugg ler .  I  don ' t  see  h im in

ja i l .  Because a  ju ry  o f  our  peers  s i t  down there  and says  he 's  no t  gu i l t y .

See, the monkey's on somebody e' lse 's back, not on ours.  We put them up

there.  We arrested over 3,000 people last  year.  We had put guys up on the

s tand tha t  hau led  22  pounds o f  pure  hero in ,  and 12  o f  our  good c i t i zens  in

E l  Paso sa id  tha t  they  be l ieved he  d idn ' t  know i t  was  there .  When the

Columbus A i r  Force  come over . . .

You be t te r  exp la in  tha t  a  l i t t le  b i t .

The Co1umbus Air  Force is a group of  srnugglers who have 16 airp ' lanes. They're

an organized air  force.  Marty Hol t  and that gang that was convicted. "Why,

you can ' t  do  tha t  to  these peop le .  These are  prominent  c i t i zens . "  They

were out on the streets [ in]  what? Two years? They f inal ly served eight

months .  Mar ty  Ho l t  i s  back  in  bus iness .  l ^Jh i le  he 's  on  probat ion ,  f rom

ja i l ,  he  is  runn ing  dope.  You th ink  anybody ' I l  do  any th ing  about  i t?  Nope.

The Bryant case. We caught Mr.  Bryant wi th 900 pounds in his airp ' lane. We

were cr i t ic ized very,  very sever ly by the media and by academia, because we were

ius t  depr iv ing  th is  guy  o f  h is  c iv i l  r igh ts .  The t ruck  se t t in '  ou t  in  the

middle of  the r iver back of  UTEP that created such a ruckus--SO0 and some

pounds.  See,  a  k i ' l o  w i l ]  make you about  4000 c igare t tes .  That ' s  500 and

some pounds,  wh ich  is  200 and some k i ios .  What  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  i s
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$S n i l l i on  a  year  tha t  the  dopers  a re  mak ingo and about  $Z n i l l i on  the  pub l ic

is paying to t ry to f ight  th is,  but  they wonrt  cooperate.  The f i rst  t ime we

catch one of  these guys that are the smuggl ing on the I  ine,  we got an enemy.

I  don ' t  l i ke  to  make th is  s ta tement ,  bu t  I  persona l ly  wou ld  l i ke  to  see the

border  opened.  And a f te r  E l  Pasors  r ipped o f f ,  and the  s tandard  o f  l i v ing

is $4OO a year,  and you have a th ing worse than Juarez,  the people in El  Paso

wi l l  wake up that we had a problem.

There's been a proposal  to establ ish El  Paso as a f ree zone.

Never work.  Because the minute you do, everybody'11 move north of  i t .  Show

me a free zone and I '11 show you a place where everybody that has any decency

moves ou t  o f  i t .  Show me one in  the  wor ld - - [ I '11 ]  cha l ' lenge you.  You ' l l  never

f ind  one.  Free  zone- -what  does  i t  bo i l  down to?  Lawlessness ,  because ne i ther

count ry  owns i t .  Dope,  p ros t i tu t ion ,  law lessness ,  thuggery ,  b r ibery .  Outs ide

the  f ree  zone,  decent  peop le  l i ve .

Doesn ' t  a l l  o f  tha t  take  p lace  a l ready ,  here?

No.  You can ' t  buy  dope on  the  s t ree t  in  E l  Paso,  ye t .  You can in  Juarez ,

bu t  you  can ' t  buy  i t  here ,  ye t .

What?

Hero in .  You can ' t  wa lk  in  the  drug  s to re  and buy  hero in  here .  You can

over there,  but you can' t  here.  l , l le do keep i t  down to a reasonable minimum.

You have protect ion that we donrt  have too many murders here.  You st i l l  have

c iv i l  r igh ts .  I f  you  don ' t  be l ieve  i t ,  t ry  to  ge t  up  on  the  s tand to  cuss

President Lopez Port i l lo on the l4exican side. Go over to my counterpart

over  there  and argue w i th  h im.  P lease don ' t .  You haven ' t  go t  the  t ime to

spend in  ia i l .  F ind  ou t  what  the  Napo leon ic  sys tem is ,  where  you ' re  gu i l t y

unt i l  proven innocent.  You have no r ight  of  habeas corpus, you have no r ight

o f  p roba t ion ,  pa ro le ,  o r  ba i l .
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