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Don Burgess
by 0scar J.  Mart inez

June 2, 1977

M:

B:

M:

B:

M:

B:

M:

B:

Don, can we start  th is interview with a l i t t ' le background

when and where you were born and where you grew up?

I was born in Graham, Texas" over by Fort  Worth, in 1939.

most ly  in  A lp ine ,  Texas .

You went to school  there?

about yoursel  f - -

And I grew up

I went to high school  there,  and parts of  grade school .  We actual ly l ived

there three di f ferent t imes. And then I  went to col lege at  Texas Western

Col lege here  in  E l  Paso.

hlhen was the first t inre that you went to Mexico? Did you go as a kid?

lv ly dad has always been interested in Mexico.  And the f i rst  t ime I  went

to the Tarahumara region was when he was wri t ing some feature art ic les for

the Fort  Worth Star Telegram and the El  Paso Times about the construct ion

of  the  Ch ihuahua Pacf f i co  Ra i j road.  And I  was ,  I  guess ,about  a  jun io r ,

senior in high school  at  the t ime. And the l t4exican government took us over

the part  of  the rai l road that wasbeingconstructed out in the Tarahumara

region. And then, two years later,  I  guess between my junior and senior

year at  Texas Western,  I  spent a summer working on the construct ion of  the

ra i l road .

You were a construction worker?

Yeah. I  worked with a crew of  engineers who were surveying the tunnels

and the  br idges .  And most ' l y  I  jus t  k ind  o f  he ld  the  rods  and th ings  1  i ke

that.  Most ly for  me i t  was a chance to learn Spanish. But being way

out  in  there  and way ou t  in  the  mounta ins  w i th  so  few peop le ,we d idn ' t

even talk a whole lot  of  Spanish.  But that  was the summer that I  met my

wife,  Esther,  who grew up in that  region.

Did you grow up around Mexican Americans?M:
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B:

M:

B:

M:

B:

M:

B:

Yes, I  suppose hal f  the town was lMexican American].

In  A lp ine?

In  A lp ine .

I 'd be interested to know what the relat ions were between Anglos and Mexicans

in Alpine as you reca' l l  them grow' ing up.

l l l e l l ,  there  was a  t rack ,  and they  l i ved  on  one s ide .

Real 1y?

Yeah. And they had their  ov ' tn grade school  over there.  And we al l  went to

the same high schoo' | .  And I  th ink some of the best teachers were over

there  on  the i r  s ide  o f  the  t rack .  In  tha t  aspec t ,  I  don ' t  th ink  they  were

d iscr im ina ted  aga ins t  as  fa r  as  good teachers  went ,  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t ,oh ,

I  remember f i t f r ings people would say]  about Mexicans.

Do you remember some of them?

Let 's  see.  0h ,  I  guess  I  remember  one tha t  somebody to ld  about . . .wa i t  a

second ,  I  ' l  I  have  to  th ink .

[ rJe can come back to i t  i f  you want to,  g ive you a chance to. . .

0h,  l ike one guy would always say that he always thought that  manual labor

was the name of a Mexican unt i l  somebody told him di f ferent,  or  something

I  i ke  tha t .

IYes.  ]

Manuel .

These k ind  o f  s te ro types  about  the  ab i l i t ies  o r  lack  o f  ab i l i t ies  o f

Mexicans. And how was the town i tsel f ,apart  f rom the schools? Was i t  a

d iv ided town? D id  Mex icans  par t i c ipa te  to  any  s ign i f i can t  degree in  the

' inst i tut ions of  the town?

I th ink qui te a bi t .  I  remember some being on the town counci l  and things

M:

B:

M:

B:

M:

B:

M:

B:
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M:

B:

M:

B:

l i ke  tha t .  I  guess  one th ing  tha t  made A lp ine  a  l i t t le  more  open

of places was Sul  Ross Col lege being there.  Perhaps that helped a

b i t .  Bu t  i t ' s  most ly  a  ranch ing  communi ty ,  and I  guess  i f  you  ask

they would say they weren' t  prejudiced. But when you look back at

tha t  went  on ,  I  guess  you 'd  have to  say  tha t  there  was a  lo t .

Are there any incr 'dents or exper iences that stand out in your mind

were  growing  up  in  A lp ine?

You mean, against  Mex' ican Americans?

t han  l o t

I  i t t l  e

peop l  e ,

the  th ings

as you

B:

M:

B:

Wel l ,  tha t  o r  any th ing  e ' l se  tha t  you  par t i cu la r ly  remember  tha t  a f fec ted-

you, af fected the town, af fected one sector of  the community or the other?

I  remember my dad, once when we were there,  he started the radio stat ion.

And one o f  the  programs tha t  he  go t ' in  there  was. . .we l l ,  a  per iod ,  an  hour  o r

twoaday when they would have Spanish language programs. My dad was always

very pro Mexico or Spanish. And we had a very good Spanish teacher in h ' igh

schoo l ,  Me lv in  S lober t .  And I  th ink  tha t  he iped.  I  can  jus t  remember ,  I

cou ldn ' t  wa i t  t i l ' l  I  go t  to  h igh  schoo l  so  I  cou ld  p lay  foo tba l l  w i th  some

of the guys on the other s ide of  the t rack,  'cause that 's where some of

the best players came from. Instead of  having to play against  them I  wanted

to be on the same team.

There was only one high school?

Yes .

Has A lp ine  changed much?

Wel l ,  I  haven ' t  been back  there  in  about  10  years ,  so  I  wou ld  hes i ta te  to

say .  We ' re  hav ing  a  Z0-year  c lass  reun ion  Ju ly  the  four th ,  bu t  I  expec t

to  be  in  Ch ihuahua .

Okay, you graduated from high school there and then came to Texas Western?M:
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B: lYes.]  Rna my brother and I  were both on basketbal l  scho' larships or

a th le t i c  scho la rsh ips ,  under  George McCar ty  a t  f i r s t .

What years were you at Texas Western?

! ' le l l ,  I  started in 1957. I  was around for about s ix years.  So I  stayed and

worked on a mastert degree and coached the freshman basketbal I team under

Don Hask ins  in  h is  f i rs t  year .

When did he get there? Sixty or s ixty-one? Is about that  t ime, or before?

I , , le l l ,  i t ' s  a round ,6 . |  ,  ,62 ,

What do you remember about your exper iences on working on the rai l road in

Ch ihuahua when you were  a  jun io r  in  h igh  schoo l?  Any th ing  in  par t i cu la r

stand out from that experience?

Wel l ,  when I  was  in  h igh  schoo l  I  jus t  v is i ted  there  w i th  my dad.  And then

later on [when] I  was in col lege is when I  worked there.

0h ,  I  see .

And al l  I  remember being very impressed with a man who hasn' t  received much

credi t  for  the rai l road,an engineer named Francisco 0t0. f r .0.  He was chief  of

construct ion in rai l roads in Mexico.  And he was pret ty wel l  responsible

fo r  ge t t ing  tha t  ra i l road f i rs t  to  c ross ,  across  the  mounta ins .  Peop le  had

been t ry ing  s ' ince  way back  in  the . . . ,  oh ,  I  guess  the  idea f i rs t  s ta r ted  about

1850 or something l ike that .  And a number of  people had tr ied but had had

a lo t  o f  t roub le  ge t t ing  across .  And they  f ina l l y  f igured  ou t  a  way to  ge t

across the mountains by s. taying, gett ing on top of  the mountain and then

staying in the canyon al l  the way out of  the mountains and just  by putt ing

on one tunnel  and br idge af ter  another.  And so I  remember being impressed

by him. One of  h is brothers was the one that f i rst  showed us around. I

M:

B :

M:

B:

M:

M:

B:

B :

pu' l led him out of  the Topoiobampo Bay once, he was and he fe l l
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M:

B:

M:

B:

in there.  He had ulcers,  we were swimming and he started going down.

You saved him?

Th is  o ther  fe l l a  and  I  d id .

When was the f i rst  t ime that you saw Tarahumara Indians?

Wel l ,  I  guess that summer when I  f i rst  went down with my dad--seeing them

first  in Chihuahua City then out in the mountains.  Qui te a few of  them worked

on the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  ra i l road.  A  lo t  o f  the  cons t ruc t ion ,  a t  leas t  on

the eastern s ide of  the mountains,was done by smal l  companies,  which meant

a lot  of  dynam' i te and pick and ax type of  th ings.  One of  the cuts that 's

90 feet high was done by pick and ax,  but on the other s ide of  the mountains

there  was a  la rge  company work ing  w i th ' la rge  mach inery .  But  there  were  qu i te

a few Tarahumaras that worked on i t .

What was your impression of  them back then?

Wel l ,  I  ' ve  a lways  been fasc ina ted  w i th  any  k ind  o f  Ind ians  and Ind ian  lo re .

And so, that  was one of  the exci t ing th ings to mer wds to be down there,

even working around a few of  those people.  The place we were at  was cal led

Cui teco .  And there  weren ' t  a  who le  lo t  o f  Tarahumaras  r igh t  a t  tha t  po in t .

When d id  you f i rs t  s ta r t  do ing  the  work  tha t  you 've  been do ing  in  the  las t

few years?

I  guess  a f te r  I  go t . . .we l ' l  ,  wh i le  I  was  s t i l l  work ing  on  a  master ' s  degree,

I  went to the Universi ty of  0klahoma, to the Summer Inst i tute of

L ingu is t i cs  there .  fThat ' s ]  the  organ iza t ion  I  work  fo r  now,  wh ich  has  l in -

gu is t ' i cs  schoo lsa t  var ious  un ivers i t ies  a round the  count ry .  And so  I  took

a coup ' le  o f  summers  there ,  and then. . .we l1 ,  then Es ther  and I  were  mamied,

and I  guess r ight  af ter ,  short ly af ter  I  f in ished a master 's degree here

and she f in ished a B. A. in Psycho' logy at  Stanford Universi ty.  Then we went

M:

B:

M:

B:
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M:

B:

out to Tarahumara country to survey the di f ferent dialects,  and we spent

about a year iust  walk ing up and down in the mountains t ry ing to f igure out

where the language changed, to see i f  i t  changed enough in some areas to

where we would have to do books for di f ferent parts of  the t r ibe,  or  whether

or not you could do one set of  books and i t  would be good for the whole t r ibe.

And we found at  least  one area where they couldn' t  understand the books that

had been done in one part  of  the t r ibe.

What year was that?

Wel l ,  I  guess  about  1964,  bu t  I  don ' t  know.  I 'd  have to  look  [ i t ]  up .  Then we

went  to  th ree  months  o f  jung ie  surv iva l  t ra in ing  in  Ch iapas ,  wh ich  is  par t

o f  our  o rgan iza t ion 's  p rogram.

What  i s  the  name o f  th is  o rgan iza t ion?

The Wyc l i f fe  B ib le  Trans la to rs  f rom the  Summer  Ins t i tu te  o f  L ingu is t i cs ,

wh ich  is  a  miss ionary  sc ien t i f i c  o rgan iza t ion .  In  Mex ico  we work  under

the  Min is t ry  o f  Educat ion .

And this organizat ion's headquarters are in Oklahoma?

No,  r igh t  now i t ' s  in  Hunt ing ton  Beach,  Ca l i fo rn ia .  But  they  have d i f fe ren t

schools where people f rom the organizat ion teach discr ipt ive l inguist ics or

how to  ana lyze  a  language tha t ' s  never  been wr i t ten  be fore .  And they ' re

at Universi ty of  North Dakota,  Universi ty of  Wash' ington at  Seatt le,  the

Univers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Ar i ing ton ,  in  Ok lahoma,  back  eas t  there 's  one or  two.

And then in  Eng land,  Germany,  New Zea land I  be l ieve  there ' re  a lso  schoo ls .

How did you decide to go into that  k ind of  work?

Wel l ,  I  guess  a l l  my l i fe ,  I  had sor t  o f  a ,  you  migh t  say  a  re l ig ious  bend.

I was the one of the fami' ly that was that way. I a' lways wanted to be either

a doctor or natural ' is t  or  missionary-type person. And then when I  spent

M:

B:

M:

B:

M:

B:
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M .

B:

that summer dur ing col lege working on the construct ion,  construct ion of  the

rai l road, and I  met Esther and her fami ly,  who had been doing this type of

work for  about 15 years in a place cal ' led Samachique. And I  sort  of  had

my own ideas of  how I  thought i f  you were going to work wi th di f ferent

peop le  and he lp  them,we l l ,  how you ought  to  go  about  i t - - l i v ing  w ' i th  the

people and so on. And when I  was in col lege up here I  would spend weekends

across  the  r i ver ,  r igh t  across  f rom the  co l lege,  where  a t  tha t  t ' ime i t

was just  a place where a bunch of  paracaidistas had gone and there were a

lot  of  cardboard shacks. And a lot  of  k ids were dying from diarrhea and stuf f

l i ke  tha t .  And so  I  spent  weekends over  there  tak ing  d ia r rhea med ic ine ,

and ius t  k ind  o f  ge t t ing  to  know the  peop le .

D id  you do  i t  th rough any  organ iza t ion?

No.

0n your own?

[Yeah .  ]

You would spend your own money to get th is rnedic ine?

Yeah.  And somet imes,  too ,  the  Bapt is t  S tudent  Center ,  they  wou ld  he ]p

some,  espec ia l l y  i f  we needed c lo thes  or  someth ing  
' l i ke  

tha t .

What do you recal l  about those si tuat ions that developed here in Juarez wi th

regard  to  the  paraca id is tas?  Cou ld  you e labora te  on  the  cond i t ions  tha t

these peop le  l i ved  in ,  and i f  you  observed any  inc idents  tha t  took  p lace

there ?

I  guess  when I  f i r s t  s ta r ted  no t ic ing  them was. . .we '11 ,  I  used to  run  to  keep

in  shape  fo r  baske tba l l  up  those  h i l l s  beh ind  the  co l lege .  And  I ' d  a lways

stop up on top and si t  down look down across the border.  And I  not iced that

these houses  s ta r ted  go ing  up  over  there .  And then in  one o f  my c lasses ,  I_can ' t
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nemember /wfr icfr  ong/,  they asked me once to teach a Spanish c lass at  n iqht.

I  th ink i t  was in there that one of  the students,  her father was a doctor

in, luarez.  And he had told her about al l  these kids that  were dying from

diar rhea,  over  there .  Not  tha t  the  d ia r rhea 's  so  bad,  bu t  they  wou ld  ge t

dehydrated and so on. And so that 's when I  started going over there and

k ind  o f ' look ing  around,  and made a  few f r iends  over  there .  And a  lo t  o f

the houses were just  sort  of  cardboard houses, where peop1e r ight  away, I

th ink ,  s ta r ted  sor t  o f  f igh t ing  fo r  the i r  r igh ts  and t ry ing  to  keep o ther

peop le  f rom mov ing  in  therc ,  t ry ing  to  se t  up . . . t ry ing  to  so lve  land

problems r ight  away.

And one thing, I worked w'ith the Mormons trying to get water pumped

up there.  For a long t ime there were just  barrels that  a t ruck would come

a' long dump the water in,  and the people would get their  water f rom there and

that was where a lot  of  the s ' icknesses were coming from. 0r else they

would just  get  i t  out  of  the r iver.  And I  remember once J was going to go

over to a meet ing they were having on the water.  And I 'd been taking

exams and so I  was late and didn' t  have t ime to come around to the main

br idge so  I  dec ided to  jus t  go  s t ra igh t  across  the  r i ver .  And there 's  a

low diversion dam over there that you can go across.  Just  before I  got

there,  some 9uys, some Mexican fel lows walked up to me. They were act ing

real  funny. And the guys told me later they'd been taking dope or something.

Bu t  one  o f 'em reached  in  h is  pocke t  and  looked  a t  me l i f e  he  was  pu ' l l i ng

out a kni fe.  So, I  tore out of  there as fast  as I  could.  And I  took of f

so  fas t ,  I  bus ted  a  b lood vesse l  in  my leg ,  bu t  I  kep t  runn ing  and went

across that diversion dam. And on the other s ide of  the diversion dam

were  a  coup le  o f  these o ther  9u .ys ,  the i r  budd ies  s i t t ing  there  wa i t ing  fo r  me.



BURGESS

M:

B:

M:

B:

Wel1,  e i ther go one way or the other i  so I  jumped r ight  down the middle of

them and they chickened out and started running, too.  And so then I  went

on up to where there was some fr iends of  mine.

You jumped into the r iver?

No,  I  jumped in to  the  midd le  o f  the  guys .

You mean you chal lenged them direct ly?

Yeah. And they lef t .  And then I  went on up to where there was some fr iends.

And then I  started to walk on to the meet ing.  As I  lef t ,  these guys were,

here come these guys again,  you know, just  k ind of  walk ing, ta lk ing real

funny. Then they started throwing rocks at  me, but by then my fr iends ran

'em o f f  and another  guy  tha t  I  know there  went  ins ide  look ing  fo r  a  p is to l .

He  wou ld ' ve  sho t  ' em,  I 'm  sure ,  i f  he  cou ld ' ve  found  h is  p is to i .  He  cou ldn ' t

f ind  h is  p is to l .  And so  I  went  on  up  to  the  meet ing .  But  they  d id  eventua l l y

get water p'iped out to there. And I haven't been over there for quite a few

years ,so  I  don ' t  know how i t  i s  now.

How long did you go to these ci l lonias out there?

l^ le l l ,  i t  must ' ve  been,o f f  and on , four  years .

Did you observe any demonstrat ions,  str ikes,  th ings of  that  type?

No.

Let ' s  see ,  you  s ta r ted  work ing  down in  Ch ihuahua in  1964? Around then?

[Yeah, ]  about  then.

CouTd you trace your work s ince 1964, what you've been doing? Just take i t

year by year.

Wel l ,  f i rst  we did that  d ia lect  survey to t ry to f igure out i f  there were

p' laces where more work was needed. And we found this one place where the

in te l ' l i g ib i l i t y  was  very ' l ow.  And  so  f i r s t . . .we l1 ,  on  one  t r ip  I  wen t  w i th

B :
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a Tarahumara and we walked about i5 days up and down the canyons. And i t

sounded to me l ike the language was qui te a bi t  d i f ferent over there.  That

was before we actual ly got marr ied.  And then when we got marr ied,  Esther and

I loaded up a couple of  mules and went back and did some test ing,  and found

that i t  was real ly di f ferent.  And so we picked the spot where i t  was the

most di f ferent,and i t  was also the pret t iest  spot around. So I 'm not

real ' ly  sure i f  my mot ives are al l  that  pure.  (Laughter)  I t  is  a beaut i fu l

val . Iey up above a canyon.

And so we then went back there and just  k ind of  showed up with al l

of  our stuf f .  One of  the Indians gave us permission to 1 ive in under the

porch  o f  h is  house,  wh ich  was about  s ix  by  ten  fee t ,  no t  h igh  enough fo r

me to stand up in.  And we camped out there for  s ix months,  just  t ry ing to

make fr iends with the peopie.  Af ter  a whi le,  they gave us permission to

bu i ld  a  l i t t le  house,  bu t  i t  took  us  severa l  months  to  ge t  tha t  bu i l t .

Wel l ,  tha t  must ' ve  been rough,  in i t ia l ' l y - - t rave l ing  on  foo t  and on  mules

and so forth.

Yeah. By then, by the t ime we went there,  the lumber company had bui l t  a

road to  w i th in  about  th ree  hours  wa lk  o f  our  house.  But  s t i l l ,  we had to

pack in everything by mule f rom there.

Do you remember that  per iod being especial ly tough, gett ing used to i t?

Yeah,  i t  was  hard .  The ra ins  came and we d idn ' t  have any  pro tec t ion ,  so

we got wet.  I t  was hard too because [we were] t ry ing to establ ish rela-

t ions  w i th  peop1e who d idn ' t  par t i cu la r ' l y  want  to  es tab l i sh  re la t ions  w i th

us .  We had to  p rove ourse lves  f i rs t  to  them.  A  lo t  o f  t imes we 'd  go  to  a

house and we'd be walking up to the f ront door and they'd be running out the

back .  0 r  they 'd  h ide  in  the  corn  c r ib  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  And,  I  jus t

f in ished wr i t ing  a  paper  on  why Tarahumaras  te l l  
' l i es ,  

and one th ing
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they do is l ie to cover up economic weal th,  even among themse' lves.  L ike

i f  they don' t  want someone to know that they have food, or especial ly to

an outsider,  they would just  say that they don' t  have any food, i f  you ask

for  food or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  the  Tarahumara  cus tom is ,  a t  leas t

among friends, to always share food; and after we got to know the people a

l i t t le  b i t  we l l ,  I  remember  many t imes,  we wou ld  go  to  a  house jus t  because

we didn' t  have any food ourselves and were hungry and they would always

give us something to eat.

How long did i t  take before you were accepted by the people,  before you

cou ld  s ta r t  do ing  your  work?

I t ' s  rea l1y  hard  to  te l1 ,  because as  fa r  as  ac tua l ' l y  do ing  our  work  goes ,

there ' re  a  lo t  o f  cu l tu ra l  oppos i t ion  to  anybody he lp ing  an  ou ts ider - -

espec ia l l y  to  do  someth ing  l i ke  learn  the  language,  when they ' re  no t  qu i te

sure  what  you ' re  gonna do  w i th  i t .  They ' re  sure  I 'm se l l ing  each word  I  ge t .

They're scared of  a tape recorder because i t ' l l  take their  language and then

they  won ' t  have a  1  anguage,  o r  e l  se .  .  .

The tape recorder wi l l  take their  language?

Yeah.  0 r  e lse ,  i f  I  wr i te  i t  a l l  down,  take  i t  away and they  migh t  no t

have i t .  I t  k ind  o f  goes  back  to  a  be l ie f  tha t  they  have about  hav ing  to

present certain th ings to God when they die,  af ter  they die.  Blood, f inger-

na i l so  ha i r - -any th ing  l i ke  tha t  God sends  you back  to  f ind ,  and you have to

know where  they  are .  And language is  inc luded.  And so ,  i f  I  take  the i r

language of f  somewhere, or take some of the words of f ,  they might not be

ab le  to  f ind  them.  So,  there  are  a  lo t  o f  l i t t le  cu l tu ra l  th ings  tha t  go

on.  And a lso  they  don ' t . . . you  can ' t  jus t  pay  a  Tarahumara  to  he lp  you l i ke  tha t

part icu ' lar ly,  because t-n tnei  f i rst  p lace, they th ink money is heavy. I t

M:
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probably won' t  go to heaven in the f i rst  p lace. Among themselves they had

ra ther  t rade than use money l though tha t ' s  chang ing  a  l i t t ' l e  b i t .  So ,

mostly in the time that lve were out there and have been out there, we

iust  t r ied to use that t ime in gett ing to know the people,  going to the

f ies tas  and work ing  w i th  them,  he lp ing  them wi th  med ic ine .  We 've  done a

lot  of  medical  work out there,  even though we're not exact ly t ra ined doctors.

But  we s t ' i l l . . . the  c loses t  c l in ic  was about  two days  away,  so  we had to

s ta r t  do ing  someth ing .  And so ,  we 've  los t  very  few pat ien ts .

Do you have medical  t ra in ing?

Wel l ,  ou ts ide  o f  what  we go t  a t  jung le  camp,  and the  boyscouts ,  and Es ther

took  pre-med,  tha t ' s  about  i t ,  ou ts ide  o f  some good books .  And some

doctors  here  in  E l  Paso tha t  he lped us .  One espec ia l l y ,  Dr .  Wayne Grant ,

ped ia t r i c ian .  He he lped us  to  rea l i ze  tha tbas ica l l y ,  there  are  jus t  a  few

medic ines  tha t  you 'd  rea l l y  need tha t  cured  most  th ings .  And so  we k ind  o f

l im i ted  i t  down to  jus t  a  few th ings .  We 've  had to  sew up peop ie .  Es ther

had to  f i x  up  a  guy  tha t  had a  kn i fe  wound in  h is  ches t ,  a i r  suck ing  in  and

out  o f  h is  ches t .  I  sewed up another  guy  tha t  had a  kn f fe  wound,and I  d idn ' t

have anything with me but a needle and a pair  of  p l iers.  They al l  survived.

But  a  lo t  o f  the  ac tua l  language ana iys js  in  the  books  tha t  we 've  made

have no t  been done in  the  mounta ins  there .  Because in  the  f i rs t  p lace ,  I

have to  spend most  o f  my t ime do ing  med ica l  work  o r  pack ing  in  mater ia ls ,  o r

cu t t ing  wood or  hau l ing  water  o r  jus t  l i v ing .  And so  we go  to  a  workshop

tha t  our  o rgan iza t ion  has  a t  Lev i ta ,  Oaxaca,or  Ixmjqu i lpan,H ida lgo . -  And

tha t ' s  sor tq fase t  up  p lace  where  there  are  l i t t le  dup lexes  and o f f i ces ,and

I can go there and si t  e ight  hours rd day at  an of f ice.  And I  a lways

take a Tarahumara or two with me. And once they're away from the tribal
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s i tua t ion ,  they  don ' t  m ind  he lp ing  on  someth ing  f i ke  tha t .  Bu t  when  they ' re

r ight  out there where al l  their  neighbors can see, they're very hesi tant  to

he lp  in  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

Do you have any trouble getting a Tarahumara to go with you?

No, I 've never had any trouble,  because they're al1 very cur ious about what

i t ' s  l i ke  down in  Mex ico  C i ty ,  o r  I ' ve  even had th is  one fe l low up here  w i th

me.  In  fac t ,  recent ly  one or  two have sor t  o f  vo lun teered,  o r  sor t  o f  le t  i t

be  known,  tha t  they  wou ld  l i ke  to  go .

How long did i t  take you to learn the Tarahumara language?

0h,  I  don ' t  rea ' l i y . . .none  o f  us  rea i l y  speak  i t  we l l ,  I  don ' t  th inka  p ro -

bably because we don' t  have pract ice.  The Tarahumaras l ive very scattered,

and in the winter most of  them move down to the canyons, and we've gone as

long as  two weeks  w i thout  see ing  a  s ing le  person.  So,  i t ' s  rea l  hard  to

learn,  or  get a conversat ional  abi ' l i ty ,  that  way. Whereas in other t r iba1 groups

jn  l t lex ico ,  espec ' ia11y  in  Oaxaca,  the  v rho le  t r ibe  migh t  l i ve  ' in  one town.  There

rn igh t  be  
. l0 ,000 peop le  jn  one town.  And so  you can ' t  hard ly  keep f rom learn ing .

But  w i th  theTarahumara  i t ' s  very  hard  to  learn  the  language because o f  tha t .

And so ,  I  guess  I  know more  about  the  ana lys is  and I  can  car ry  on  conversa t ions ;

bu t  to  rea l l y  speak  f luen t ly  w ' i th  them I  don ' t  fee l  as  though I  know i t .

What was the status of  the knowledge about the Tarahumara language when

you started doing this work?

Wel ] ,  the  Jesu i t  p r ies ts ,  as  fa r  as  back  in  the  1600s,  had been do ing  some

grammatical  analysis and made some vocabular ies.  But al l  of  i t ,  as far  as

I  know, had been done more on the central  or  eastern dialect ,and nothing

had been done over in the area where we were.

And where was that?

M:
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In the western part of the tribe.

hlhere is i t  approximately on the map?

I t ' s  c lose  to  the  S ina loa  and Sonora  border ,  r igh t  on  the  edge o f  the

China tu  R iver ,  wh ich  is  a l l  in  the  southwest  par t  o f  Ch ihuahua.

Rea l  l y  i so la ted?

Yeah,  bu t  i t ' s  k ind  o f  in te res t ing .  The peop ie  in  tha t  a rea  do  no t  wear  a

breech c lo th ,  don ' t  l i ve  in  caves ,  l i ke  they  do  in  o ther  par ts  o f  the  t r ibe .

And yet they have, up t i l l  recent l .y,  the.y have been more isolated

than some of the other parts where they do i ive in caves. But I  suppose i t 's

because o f  the  la rge  mines  tha t  were  in  the  area  back  jn . . .be fore  the

Revo lu t ion .  So,  in  
' lo ts  

o f  ways ,  they ' re  jus t  as  "p r im i t i ve"  aso ther  ones

who l i ve  in  caves ,bu t  they  migh t  wear  pants  o r  someth ing  l ' i ke  tha t .

Is th is where you've done most of  your work?

Yeah.  So,  tha t ' s  where  we 've  done most  o f  our  work .  Es ther  g rew up in

the other dialect ,  and recent ' ly  we've been going back there doing sone

l i te racy  type  books .  One o f  the  main  th ings  tha t  I ' ve  t r ied  to  do  is  ge t

Tarahumaras to wr i te their  own books, and to wr i te down how they hunt and

f ish ,  how they  p lay  the i r  spor ts .  l , ' l e  jus t  f in ished one tha t ' s  about

350 pages,on Tarahumara p' lant  foods. And these are al1 being pr inted in

Tarahumara andSpanish for the Tarahumara schools,  w. i th the idea that,  I  th ink

that they're gonna start  losing their  cul ture very fast  in the near future

i f  we don ' t  do  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  They  migh t  lose  i t  anyway,  bu t  they

won ' t  l ose  i t  a l l .  Because  so  much  tour i sm is  go ing  ' i n .

Could we go back to 
. |964 

and could you recal l  what happened the fol lowing

year and so on?

Wel ] ,  they  gave us  permiss ion  to  bu i ld  a  house.  And so  we p icked ou t  a
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place that we thought nobody e' lse would want,  d l i t t le rocky place. And we

k ind  o f  p icked ou t  a  p lace  tha t  was  c lose  to  good water ,  too .

When you say  a  p lace ,  you  mean,  a  p lace  nex t  to  a  h i l ' l  o r . . .

Yeah.  I t  was  sor t  o f  nex t  to  a  h i ' l l  and ' i t  was  rocky .  I t ' s  r igh t  down in

close to the creek bed. Tarahumaras would never bui ld a house down in the

creek because they l ike to be up where they can see everybody. And also

i t 's  colder down in the bottom of the creek than i t  is  up on the side of  the

h i l ' l .  So  we p icked ou t  th is  p lace  and asked the  guy  who l i ved  c loses t  there

i f  that  was okay with him. He said yeah, that  was okay. So we started

working on the house. Several  of  the Tarahumaras would come in to he' lp us

work on i t  and some of them are very good in construct ion type things. So,

we made adobes r igh t  there  and bu i l t  the  l i t t le  house tha t ' s  about  15  by  Z0 fee t - -

one room downsta i rs ,and we made ha l f  a  f loor  ups ta i rs  so  we cou ld  s leep

upstairs.  But then about the t ime we got started the rainy season came

along and kept washing away the adobes about as fast  as we made them, so

i t  took qui te a bi t  longer than we'd hoped. And then one of  the Tarahumaras

made hand-cut pine shakes for the roof.  And, I  guess, several  months af ter

we started we got a ---.

Whi le  you were  bu i ld ing  the  house you l i ved  in  somebody 's  porch  you sa id?

Somebody's porch, which was about,oh, three quarters of  a mi le away or

someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

D id  you have s leep ing  bags?

We had  s leep ing  bags ,  yeah .  We jus t  a l l  k ind  o f ' l i ned  up  on  the  f loo r .

And where did you do your cooking?

t ' l e  had  jus t  on  a  l i t t l e . . . ra i sed  up  a  l i t t l e  p lace  and  made a  f i re ,  a  l i t t l e

f i rep' lace type thing. Cooked r ight  on the open f i re.  And al I  of  that  can

M:
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be very  hard .  You know,  when you can ' t  ge t  the  water  to  bo i l ,  woodrs  wet .  But

I  g rew up in  West  Texas  where  any th ing ' ' l l  burn .  (Laughter )  But  i t  wasn ' t

as  bad in  Ch ihuahua as  i t  was  in  Ch iapas  in  the  jung le  when we were  in

jung le  camp.  0h ,  every th ing  is  rough there .

You had already been through jungle camp?

We had already been through that.  And of  course, Esther grew up' in that  area,

but st i l l  i t  was a lot  d i f ferent.  She was eight years o ' ld when she went

there,  and her dad made a very,  rather nice house down there.  They were

c lose  to  a  road ,so  i t  wasn ' t  a  p r im i t i ve  s i tua t ion  l j ke  we  were  in .

So i t  was  hard  on  her ,  too .  But  I  don ' t  know anybody tha t  cou ld 've  done

any better than she did.

How many peop' le l ived in that  area?

Tarahumaras  don ' t  l i ve  in  towns,  they  l i ve  in  sca t te red  ranches ,  v i11ages.

Th is  was a  va l ley  where  there  were . . . the  va l ley  j s  about  a  mi le  long and

there  migh t  have been 10  or  l5  fami l ies  l i v ing  sca t te red  around tha t  va l ley ,

wh. ich is pret ty good concentrat ion,usual ly.  They're even more scattered

than that.  Where we bui l t  our house,we had one neighbor i00 or 200 yards

away. And the next one was about 400 yards.

Did they al  t  have adobe houses?

A coup' le of  them had adobe houses. Some made out of  logs,  some made out of

rc 'cks.  They're usual ly very loosely put together so the smoke can get out.

And we put a porch on our house--nobody there had a porch at the l jms--just

because we wanted to have a porch to s i t  under.  And everybody, al l  the

Ind ians  laughed a t  us ,  say ing ,  "Ah,  Jou ' re  l i ke  a  mest izo . "  And we went

ahead anyway. And within two or three years there were about four or f ive

other porches in the area. So, we real ized then, we'd have to be careful
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what we introduced. And also we real ized that the way to introduce something

is  no t  go  te l l  ' em abou t  i t ,  bu t  j us t  to  do  i t  yourse l f .  And  i f  they  l i ke  i t ,

they ' l l  p i ck  i t  up .

What did you do for food?

Wel l  most ' l y ,  a t  leas t  when we f i rs t  went  in  there ,  we had to  pack  in  a lmost

everything that we used. And we have planted garden at  t imes, but we have

been in and out so much that we haven' t  real ly prof i ted f rom a garden. We

haven ' t  been ab ' le  to  have many ch ickens  or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t ,  o f  our  own.

And i t 's  sort  of  against  the cul ture for  anybody to work much for anybody

e lse  l i ke  tha t ,  so  we 've  never  had anybody to ,  l vho  wou ld  rea l l y  take  care

of anything. Which was f ine for  us,  because we didn' t  want anybody to be

dependent  upon us  in  the  f i rs t  p lace .  Which  is  one reason we bu i l t  our

house up in the upper end of  the val ley sort  of  rway from everybody. We

d idn ' t  want  our  house to  become the  center  o f  ac t i v i t y .

You say you pdcked in a lot  of  the food?

Yeah. We would get cheese and eggs from the Mennonites in Cuauht6moc.

I 'd  pack  in  on  a  mule ,  maybe as  many as  300 eggs  a t  a  t ime.  And once I

d idn ' t  b reak  a  one .

Mh. And how far was Cuauht6moc from where you were?

We11,  tha t ' s  c lose  to  Ch ihuahua .  And  we 'd  have . . .as  we  were  go ing  ou t ,  we

would pick up that k ind of  th ings.  t^ Ie have a four-wheel  dr ive car and

we 'd  load  i t  up  and  i t  wou ld  be  rea l l y  loaded .  And  so  then  we 'd  ius t  l eave  i t

a t  the  sawmi l l  o r  someth ing ,  o r  somewhere  l i ke  tha t  - -a  lo t  o f  t imes jus t

s i t t ing out in the woods. We've never had anything stoien from us, never

had any problems.

You just  leave ' i t  there for  weeks?
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B:

M:

B :

M:



BURGESS 1B

B: Yeah,  jus t  leave i t  s i t t ' i ng  ou t ' in  the  woods.  And when we were  l i v ing

under  the  porch ,  we  le f t  a l l  ou t  s tu f f  s i t t i ng  ou t  the re , 'be  gone

a l l  day ,  one  o r  two  days ,  and  never  los t  a  th ing .  So  espec ia l l y

among the  Tarahumaras ,  there 's  very  l i t t le  s tea l ing  tha t  goes  on .  The on ly

people you'd have to worry about,  I  guess, would be some outsider who was

ius t  k ind  o f  go ing  th rough or  was work ing  a t  the  lumber  mi l l  o r  someth ing

l i ke  tha t .  We d id  lose  some th ings  a t  the  lumber  m i l l .

How long were you there that t ime?

We were there s ix months the f i rst  t ime we went . i  n,  which I  th ink is

about  as  long as  anybody shou id  s tay  in  a  s i tua t ion  l i ke  tha t  w i thout

any contact  wi th anybody. And then af ter  that  we went to a workshop where

we worked on a statement of  the phonology and also on some new books,

because we'd to ld the Indians, the Tarahumaras,that we were there to

produce books. And so we had to produce books. I t 's  very hard to produce

a book af ter  being not even a year,  because you don' t  know the language

wel ' l  enough.  But  we pu t  ou t  four  l i t t le  books  and then we a lso  ana lyzed

the  phono logy ,  wh ich  was pub ' l i shed here  a t  the  co l lege;  S tud ies ' in  Languages and

f i fgu is t i cS  $ometh ing  l i ke  tha t ) ,  the  f i r s t  one  o f  those  tha t  we  pu t  ou t .

What wene the other four books about?

One was a l i t t le story book that had six or seven stor ies that  they te l l

that  we had recorded on a tape recorder.  One was an alphabet book, one

was a  Tarahumara-Span ish  phrase book ,  and one was a  pre-pr imer ,  wh ich  we

jus t  sor t  o f . . .pamphle t - type  books ,  ho  b igger  than pamphle ts .  Maybe 30

or  40  pages.

And what were they used for?

They used them some in the schools.
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In  the  schoo l  s .

And we gave them out a lot  to Tarahumaras. Actua11y, I  guess they were

more  good fo r  our  pub l i c  re ' la t ions  than a lmost  any th ing  e lse .  But  the

phrase book ,  a  lo t  o f  peop le  have been want ing  tha t  and we need to  repub l ish

tha t .

Was there  a  schoo l  in  tha t  va ] ]ey?

They were start ing to put one about the t ime that we moved in,  th is is the

Mexican government.  And they had a school  there running every year,  but

teachers,  oh,  stayed two or three months and then leave. I t  never

has been a very cont inuous ef for t .  And the Tarahumaras are ajways want ing

us  to  teach,  bu t  we 've  s tayed away f rom tha t  a  l i t t le  b i t ,  because we don ' t

want  them to  s ta r t  depend ing  too  much on  us .  Espec ia ' l1y  s ince  the  Mex ican

government  i s  mak ing  an  e f fo r t  to  p rov ide  b i l ingua l  teachers .

So, you went back to a workshop and produced these books?

Yes. We were there probab' ly three or four months,  and then back out to

Ch i  hua hua .

And where did the workshop take p' lace?

In  I xmiqu i lpan ,  H ida lgo .  Nor th  o f  Mex ico  C i t y ,  abou t  
. ]00  

m j les .

And then you went back to Chihuahua City?

As bes t  as  I  can  remember .  Wel l ,  no t  Ch ihuahua C i ty .

Jus t  Ch ihuahua.  And then what  d id  you do?

Then I  guess we started working on some other books and also on grammar

ana lys is .  I  rea l l y  can ' t  remember  exac t ly r  lou  know,  wh ich  year  we d id

what .  I  guess  we have i t  a l l  wr i t ten  down,  bu t  I 'd  have to  look  i t  up .

We worked on ana' lysis of  the grammar,  and that has been the hardest th ' ing,

I  suppose.  Espec ia l l y  the  Tarahumara  verb  is  rea l l y  hard ,and I 'm ius t

B :
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now try ing to f in ish up a grammatical  statement.  And we also,  somewhere in

there we went t0 a workshop, where we worked on just  d iscourse ar lysis f rom

the tests that  we had col lected and the stor ies,  seeing how they f i t  together

in to  some k ind  o f  ana ' l ys i  s .

And then we started work on other books, l ike how Tarahumaras hunt and

fish; another one on how the Tarahumaras use maguey or the _C-&vj.. And for

a  wh i le  there  was a  fe l low down there ,  an  o lder  man,  about  40 ,  50  years  o1d

who was he lp ing  us .  And he  went  w i th  us  to  a  coup le  o f  workshops,  when

we 've  had d i f fe ren t  ones  go .  F i rs t ,  the  f i rs t  t ime I  jus t  went  and asked

the governor,  sort  of  the chief  of  the area. He sent his son with us and

he was very good. He he' lped us on the phonology. And then another fe l low

went back with us and worked on the phrase book and some other th ings,and

he he lped us  t rans la te  a lso  the  Book o f  Mark .  And ne i ther  one o f  these

fe l lows cou ld  read and wr i te .

And then one Easter,  at  the Easter ceremonies,  part  of  the Easter

ceremony is to wrest le,  the Phar isee and Moors against  the Jews. They

aiways put me on the side of  the Phar isees and the Moors,  'cause they're

supposed to  w in .  And I  haven ' t  ever  los t  a  wres t l ing  match  down there  ye t .

So,  one o f  the  guys  tha t  I  had to  wres t le  tha t  was  rea l ' l y  good,  a  fe l low

named Dalbino, he started helping me on these books. And he could read and

wr i te .  He had had 16  days  o f  schoo l  and jus t  taught  h imse l f .  Very  unusua l

for  a person out there to just  be mot ivated enough to want to learn on his

own l i ke  tha t .  And  th is  i s  a  guy  tha t ' s  no t ' l i ke  any  o ther  Tarahumara  I ' ve

a l ready  met .  He 's  cur ious  about  ever th ing ,  wants  to  learn  every th ing .  When

we went to the workshop, f i rst  th ing he wanted to do was learn how to use

a phone.  And so  every  morn ing  a t  e igh t  o 'c lock  he 'd  phone me up,  want ing
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to know why I  wasn' t  in the of f ice.

And then he wanted to learn how to dr ive the car,  so we were teaching

him how to dr ive the car,  and he near ly wrecked us.  'Cause he thought he

had to  d r ive  l i ke  those lumber  t ruck  dr ivers  ou t  there  w i th  h is  ha t  on  and

one  a rm s t i ck ing  ou t  the  w indow and . . .  We k ind  o f  s lowed tha t  down a ' l i t t l e

b i t .  Bu t  he 's  a  neat  fe l low.  And he  phoned me up jus t  the  o ther  day  f rom

Chihuahua C i ty .  Which  I  th ink  i s  a lso  neat ,  tha t  he  wou ld  phone me up

sometimes when he goes to or somewhere where there is a phone. And

I t ry my best not to make him feel  that  I  own him or anything l ike that ,

but that  we keep i t  on a working relat ion,  and make him feel  that  he has

as much to do with i t  as I  do.  In fact ,  he has more to do with i t .  And I

jus t  cou ldn ' t  do  any  o f  th i s  work  i f  I  d idn ' t  have  somebody ' l i ke  h im.

Al l  these books that you were putt ing together,  was that based on the six

months f ie ld work that  you had done?

No,  these books  .  .  .we l  1  ,  we 've  been there  i  2  years .

Those  in i t i a l  bookso  the  four . . .

We l l ,  those  f i r s t  fou r  were . . .

That  was  based on  tha t  f ie ld  work .

We1i ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  jus t  wr i te  them myse l f .  L ike  the  s to r ies ,  they  were

told by Tarahumaras; and then with the Tarahumara and using a recording I

would wr i te them down.

But dur ing those six months you did a } .ot  of  recording?

We11,  a t  l eas t . . . yeah ,  some record ing ,  no t  a  who le  lo t  ou t  the re .  Ac tua l l y

a lot  of  the stor ies were recorded af ter  we got to the workshop. And the

Tarahumara  man tha t  was  w i th  us  was w i l l i ng  to  te l1  us  a  lo t  o f  the  s to r ies .

When d id  you go  back  in to  the  f ie ld?

M:

B:
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Wel l ,  I  guess  we were  a t  the  workshop fo r  about  th ree  months .

At the same pl  ace?

Yeah.  That ' s  where  we 've  been a l l  the  t ime.

And you 've  been a t  tha t  same p lace  the  12  years  tha t  you 've  been do ing

th is?

Wel l ,  ac tua l ]y ,  I  guess  we 've  been there  ha l f ,  about  ha l f  o f  the  t ime.

We were try ing to f igure 
?ut 

the other day. Because of  going out to

workshops.  So,  you spend iabout  ha l f  o f  the  t jme,  ha l f  o r  less ,  I

suppose,  o f  the  t ime ac tua l l y  ou t  jn  the  mounta ins  there .  I  spent

a  year  and a  ha l f  work ing  as  D i rec tor  o f  Pub l ic  Re la t ions  fo r  our

organizat ions wi th the Mexican government--which took us away from

the Tarahumara, but was real ly great jn other ways, because i t  gave

me contac ts  w i th  a l l  o f  the  peop le  in  the  Mex jcan Ind jan  Ins t i tu te ,

and even Pres ident  Echever r ia  and o ther  peop le  l i ke  tha t .  And so  I

th ink  i t ,  was  we l l  wor thwh i le ,  a lsoas  fa r  as  my books  goo because now

I know who to go see when I need to promote one of my books wi th the

Ind ian  Ins t j tu te  o r  the  government .  A l though w i th  th js  las t  change o f

government  th ings  are  a  l i t t le  b i t  d j f fe ren t  now,  and I  haven ' t  been

down there  to  rees tab l i sh  contac ts .

You say  tha t  ha l f  o f  your  f ie ld  work  has  been a t  tha t  p1ace.  Where  was

the rest?

At  our  workshop or  do ing  tha t  work  in  Mex ico  C i ty .

0h ,  you  haven ' t  gone to  another  p lace in  the  Tarahumara  reg ion?

No,  no .  A ' l though  as  I  sa id ,  we 've  done  some work .  t l e ' re  do ing  a  l i t t l e

work  in  the  o ther  d ia lec t .  Bu t ' i t  jus t  takes  me a  few weeks  a t  a  t jme to

do someth ing ' in  the  o ther  d ia lec t ,  I  don ' t  have to  go  there .  I  know peop le

B:
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over there,  and so I  can just  a lmost wr i te them and then tei l  them what

I  want,and they can start  work on i t .

Wel l ,  in  the  12  years  tha t  you 've  been do ing  th is ,  how o f ten  have you been

back to that  p ' lace?

To that place? l^ le l l ,  I 'd say four to s ix months out of  every year we were

there" except for  that  one year and a hal f  that  we were in Mexico Ci ty.

Unt i l  recent ly  th is  year ,  s ince  August ,  we haven ' t  been there .  But  tha t ' s

because Es ther  has  been s ick ,  fo r  the  most  par t ,  and we were  a l l  sor t  o f

ready for a change, too.

M:  So,  fo r  most  o f  th is  per iod ,  four  to  s ix  months  ou t  o f  every  year ,  you  have

been l i v ing  down there .  And how b ' ig ' i s  your  fami ' l y  now?

We have th ree  k ids .

How old are they?

E leven ,  e igh t  and  s ix .

What happens to your k ids when you're down there? Do they go to school?

hlel l ,  Esther has taught them, for  the most part ,  down there.  And when we

are at  one of  the workshopsr oul^ organizat ion has school  set  up there.

And they have a very good educational system. When we are out in the

mountains,  we use the same books that they are using at  the centers,  so

tha t  when we go to  a  center ,  the  k ids  f i t  r igh t  in .  And Es ther 's  a  very

good teacher ,and w i th in  ha l f  a  day  they  f in ished every th ing .  And the  k ids

th ink  i t ' s  g rea t .  They ' re  compla in ing  up  here  hav ing  to  go  to  schoo l  a l l
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day.

Have they had a hard time

Wel 1 ,  not  to the school  .

They were way ahead.

ad jus t ing  to  schoo l  ?

They were way ahead.
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B:  Yeah.  Fac t ,  when we f i rs t  came up here ,  they  were  s ix  weeks ' la te  ge t t ing

in to  schoo l .  And Es ther  hadn ' t  done any  teach ing  ye t ,and they  were  s t i l l

ahead o f  the  k ids  up  here .  So the  ind iv idua l  a t ten t ion  is  rea1 ly  good fo r

' g m .

What incidents or exper iences stand out in your mind from your f ie ld work

in  tha t  par t  o f  Ch ihuahua,  as ide  f rom what  you 've  to ld  me? Do you want

to elaborate fur ther on some of the medical  work that  you've done? You

ment ioned some pret ty dramat ic examples--sewing up people,  kni fewounds,

and  so  on .

I t  seem l i ke  there 's  a lways  some k ind  o f  ep idemic  go ing  on .  Maybe whoop ing

cough.  We 've  had who le  fami l ies  down w i th  scar le t  fever .  And Tarahumaras

wi l l  take  med ic ine  as  long as  they  see tha t idshe lp ing  them.  But  when they

start  get t ing better,  they have a tendency to qui t  taking them. And

hex ing  down there  is  very  s t rong.  And we 've  los t  a  few peop je  to  hexes ,

you might say.  They refused to take the medicine because they bel ieved

they were hexed,and within a few days or a couple of  weeks they were dead.

And somet imes they  don ' t  take  care  o f  the  l i t t le  bab ies  when they ' re  s ick .

lThey] have these dr inking part ies,  which is a very strong part  of  their  cu] ture,

and once we los t  a  l i t t le  baby  because the i r  paren ts  went  to  a  d r ink ing

par ty  and d idn ' t  take  care  o f  the  k id .

What do they dr ink?

Corn  beer .  That ' s  the  main  th ing .  But  then the  mest izos  o f  the  area  have

st i l ls  scattered around in which they dist i l l  a very strong !Er lq!g, they

ca l l  i t .  Whereas  the  Tarahumaras  ca l l  i t  Dev i l ' s  Ur ine .

Dev i l  ' s  Ur ine?

Yeah. And then when you put that  on top of  the corn beer,  they might be

B:
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drunk  fo r  e igh t  o r  i0  days .

L i  te ra i  1y?

0h,  yeah.  severa l  d i f fe ren t  peop ' le  migh t  make corn  beer .  And so  they ' . |1

dr ink i t  a l i  at  one house one day,and the next day go to another,  and

next day to another.  Andthen somebody wi l l  br ing in th is other stuf f .  And

so,  when they  ge t  d runk ,  they ' re  d runk  fo r  a  long t ime.

h le l l ,  i s  tha t  in  connect ion  w i th  spec ia l  ho l idays  or  events?

wel l ,  the i r  who le  soc ie ty  i s  bu i l t  a round corn  beer .  Any  t ime they  want

work  done- -weed ing  a  f ie ld ,  o r  bu i ld ing  a  fence or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t - -

you make corn beer and invi te your neighbors over.  And they work for  hal f

a  day  or  so ,  and then they  dr ink .  But  then a t  a l l  o f  the  f ies tas  they

make corn beer.  God taught them how to make i t .  I t  was the devi l  that  came

along and taught  'em how to  ge t  d runk  and f igh t .  Bu t  you  have to  make

the corn beer.  And so I  guess at  a l l  of  the f iestas you have corn beer.

Tesgu ino ,  they  ca ' l l  i t  i n  Span ish .

What do they ca' l f  in Spanish, the corn beer?

Tesgu ' ino .

Tesgu ino .

Which  is  a  word  common in  o ther  p laces .  The Apaches ca l l  the i r  beer  the

same name.  And I  no t iced  in  a  Lebanese. . . in  an  ar t i c le  on  Lebanese cook ing

they made a dr ink which also had the same word. And so i t 's  apparent ly

an Arabic word or Lebanese word that has come on into Spanish. The Tarahumara

word  i s  Sug i .

How do they make i t?

You sprout corn in a dark place, which takes several  days.  And then you

gr ind  up  the  corn  in  a  corn  gr inder  then you bo i l  i t  fo r  so  long,and then
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you put i t  in a ferment ing pot,  a pot that  has sort  of  been cured that has, I

guess ,  yeas t  and s tu f f  a l ready  in  i t .  I t  s ta r ts  fe rment ing , then when i tbabout

ready  you add a  ca ta lys t  type  th ing ,  wh ich  is  cer ta in  k inds  o f  g rass  seed or

e lse  ground up  wheat .  And a  few hours  a f te r  tha t ,  i t ' s  ready  to  go .

Have you made i t  yoursel f  a few t imes?

No,  I ' ve  never  made i t  myse l f .  (Laughter )  But  j t ' s  no t  bad.  I t  has  a

tas te  l i ke  beer .  Probab ly  much more . . .p robab ly  very  hea l thy  because i t

has  so  much  s tu f f  i n  i t .  I t ' s  ve ry  th i ck ,  much  o f  i t  i s .

Do you dr ink  ' i t  yourse l f?

A l i t t le  b j t .  In  fac t ,  we had to  dec ide  sor t  o f ,  when we went  there ,  jus t

how far were we gonna go w' i th th is.  Because when the Tarahumara cul ture

fa l l s  apar t . . . tha t ' s  when  i t  fa l ' l s  apar t ,  i s  i t ' s  when  everybody  ge ts  d runk .

I f  there  are  any  f igh ts  o r  any th ing  tha t  go  on ,  tha t ' s  when i t  happens.  And

so we decided we wouldn' t  go very far  wi th i t .  And the Tarahumaras seem to

apprec ia te  tha t .  i r lhen  they  rea11y  s ta r t  ge t t ing  drunk  and dr ink ing ,  they

sdy ,  "0K,  i t ' s  t ime fo r  you  to  go  home."  And I  th ink  they ' re  g lad  to  have

somebody around who's not drunk, who can f ix up anybody who gets hurt .  And

a lso  when they ' re  d runk  fo r  days ,  then they  run  ou t  o f  food,  nobody 's  been

cooking, so they know they can always come around to our place and get a

l i t t le  someth ing  to  ea t ,  some co f fee  or  someth ing .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  have

sa ' id ,  " l l l e l l ,  you 've  go t  to  do  away w i th  the j r  corn  beer . "  But  j f  you  do

tha t  you '11  do  away w i th  most  o f  the  cu l tu re .  And so  we 've  thought  a  lo t

about what are you gonna do about that .

Do you reca l l  any  f igh ts  tha t  migh t ' ve  taken p ' lace  a t  t imes when these

peopl  e got drunk?

Yeah. One fel low stuck a guy in the head with hjs kni fe,  and they always

Irl :
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ca l l  me when somebody 's  f igh t ing .  My ne ighbor  was a  po l i ce  commiss ioner ,

bu t  I  guess  was a  l i t t le  b i t  ch icken,  and so  he  wou ld  a lways  come get  me

somet imes when somebody was f igh t ing .  I  don ' t  know,  usua l ly  when they ' re

drunk  I  can  ta lk  to 'em,  ca lm 'em down a  l i t t l e  b i t i  t hey  ge t  exc i ted .

Bu t  I ' ve  seen  a  fa ther  knock  h is  son  jus t  f l a t ,  o r  a  man h i t  h i s  w i fe  o r

someth, ing l  ike that .

Th is  t ime when your  w i fe  sewed up th is  fe l low who had a  kn i fe  wound on

h is  ches t ,  how d jd  he  ge t  tha t?

I  th jnk  i t  was  f rom one o f  those par t ies .  Somebody pu l led  ou t  a  kn i fe

and s tuck  h im.  Usua l ly  th jngs  l i ke  tha t  happen over  some gr ievance or

someth' ing thathappened before that  they suddenly get brave enough to do

somethjng about.  l ' |y  neighbor,  for  example,  has been accused on several

occas ions  o f  hex ing  peop le .  And  one  o f  the  guys  tha t . . .a  fe l l ow who 's

los t  a  coup ' le  o f  k ' ids  b lames h im fo r  hex ing  h is  ch i ld ren .  And once when

he got drunk, he and another guy got drunk enough to do somethjng about

j t ,  and  ius t  wh ipped the  ta r  ou t  o f  th is  guy .  I  saw h ' im a  coup le  o f  days

la te r ,  and he  cou ld  hard ly  ge t  up  and h is  r ibs  were  bru ised,  h is  head

cu t .  Bu t  he  says  he  d idn ' t  hex  'em.

The I  i fes ty le  tha t  you  were  descr ib ' ing  to  me,  l ' i v ing  in  th is  smal l  adobe

house,  b r ing ing  in  your  food f rom the  ou ts ide  and rea l l y  l i v ing  a  very

Spar tan  ex is tence there ,  i s  tha t  how i t ' s  been most  o f  the  t ime tha t

you 've  been there?

Yeah,  most  o f  the  t ime.  Jus t  w i th jn  the  las t  year  o r  two,  they 've  had a

schooj teacher there who got everybody together and they made a road down

to  the  schoo l ,  so  we 've  been ab le  to  ge t  our  car  w i th in  a  hundred yards  o f

the  houses .  But  most ly  i t ' s  been sor t  o f  the  same way.  And Es ther  spends

M:
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most  o f  her  t ime wash ing  c lo thes ,  o r  we a l l  do ,  sor t  o f  hau l  in  the  water .

When we f i rs t  went  there ,  I  jus t  made a  l i t t le  mud s tove  w i th  a  meta l

p la te  on  top  and a  l i t t le  p lace  underneath  where  we cou ld  bu i ld  a  f i re  and

f i re  up  the  mud and adobes so  tha t  we cou ld  have a  l i t t le  oven.  To  cook

someth jng  l i ke  a  tu rkey ,  you 'd  have to  f i re  i t  up  about  tw ice .  And so  i t

was  a  lo t  o f  work .  That  k ind  o f  s tove  is  a  lo t  o f  work ,  any  way you look

at  i t .  Bu t  we pu t  ou t  some good s tu f f ,  o r  a t  leas t  Es ther  d id ,  I  shou ld

say .  Dr .  Joe  Leach a t  the  co11ege,  in  the  Eng l ish ,  dsp6.1ment ,  went  down

there once, and he st i l l  raves about the bread that Esther made for him

in that  stove. And he was very dissapppointed when we tore that  stove

down and go t  a  l j t t le  bu tane s tove .  But  Es ther  wasn ' t  d issappo in ted  a t

tha t .  In  fac t ,  she  was the  one tha t  k icked i t  downl  (Laughter )

And then c lo thes  were  washed in  a  c reek  jus t  on  a  rock  fo r  a  wh i le .

And then I  go t  p lans  f rom. . .oh ,  tha t  the  Amer ican government  had made fo r

peop le  in  Ind ia ,  fo r  mak ing  a  wash ing  mach ine  w i th  two p ' lungers  tha t  go

up and down. And so I  made one of  those, and we had that for  several

years.  And that helped some, but that  was st i l l  a lot  of  work.  And then

recent ly,  I  guess about three years ago, we got a gasol  ine operated Maytag

wash ing  mach ine .  I t  has  a  l i t t l e  gaso l ine  eng ine  undernea th  i t .  And  i t

works real ly good, as good or better than anything we have up here.

You took i t  a l l  the way down there?

I , le  packed i t  in  there ,  yeah.  l ^ le l1 ,  we cou ld  ge t  p re t ty  c lose ,  w i th in  a

coup le  o f  m i les ,  I  guess .  And  so ,  the  las t  coup le  o f  m i ' l es  ano ther  fe l l ow

and I  i us t  t i ed  i t  on  a  po le  and  car r jed  i t  i n  the re .

You car r ied  tha t  th ing  fo r  two mi les?

Yeah,  over  the  rocks .  Some o f  the  th ings  I ' ve  taken in  there ,  I  wondered about .
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How heavy was i t?

Two o f  us  cou ld  bare ly  camy i t .  I t ' s  p re t ty  heavy .

How did people in there react to machines ' l ike 
that?

Wel l ,  fo r  a  wh i len  we t r ied  to  do  th ings  tha t  we thought  were  one s tep

ahead o f  them tha t  they  cou ld  do  i f  they  rea l l y  wanted  to - -oh ,  l i ke  the

porch  and l i ke  the  mud s tove .  But  then i t  sor t  o f  go t  to  the  po in t  where

we needed more t ime to be able to do more work.  And so we started doing

th ' ings  l ' i ke  the  9as ,  the  bu tane s tove .  And they  don ' t  seem to  mind ;  o r

they get a k ick out of  i t ,  they always come around to watch i t .

Now,  a l l  these years ,  have you been co l lec t ing  s to r ies  f rom these peop le

and analyzing the language further,  and doing the same things that you

were  do ing  in  the  beg inn ing?

Yeah.  You 'd  th ink  a f te r  12  years  I ' d  have  i t  a l l  done ,  bu t  I  haven ' t .  I

guess  one th ' ing  is  tha t . . . l i ke  there 's  these books  tha t  take  so  much t ime

to  do .  I t ' s  easy  to  wr i te  them,  the  in i t ia l  wr i t ing  o f  these books .  But

to get them perfect ,  let ter  perfect ,  to get them in a book, wel l ,  to make

a l l  the  cor rec t ions ,  to  ge t  them pas ted  up  and then ac tua l l y  p r in ted ,  I ' ve

had  to  do  a l l  the  pas te  up  in  a1 ' l  o f  these  books .  I  pu t 'em a l ' l  t oge ther  and

so on. And i t  just  takes months and months and months to get al l  that  done.

Have you had good cooperat ion f rom the Mexican government?

Yes,  f rom the  Nat iona l  Ind ian  Ins t i tu te .  When I  ge t  a  book  ready ,  I  take

i t  to  the i r  o f f i ce  in  Mex ico  C i ty  and show them what  I  have.  And they  say ,

"We l l ,  we 'd  l i ke  to  have  500 ,  o r  
. | ,000 ,  

oy  2 ,000  cop ies  o f  the  book . "  And

so that makes my copies that  I  have to pay for much cheaper,  wh' ich is why

I  do  i t .  I  have th ree  books  in  l t lex ico  C i ty  r igh t  now tha t  a re  jus t  wa i t ing

for  the i r  approva l .  Bu t  s ince  the  change o f  government ,  they  haven ' t  go t ten

M:

B:

M:

B :
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every th ing  go ing  aga in  ye t ,  and so  they ' re  jus t  s f t t ing  there .  But  s ince

I  have to  pay  fo rmost  o f i t ,  I 'm respons ib le  fo r  pay ing  fo r  a l l  o f  those

books, one way or another. so, if I can get them to buy three or four

thousand,  tha t  b r ings  the  cos t  per  book  down cons iderab ly .

Who publ  ishes them?

Our  organ iza t ion  does  the  pr in t i rg ,  d  depar tment  there .

In  Mex ico?

Yes,  in  Mex ico  C i ty .  And they  do  a  very 'good job .

Does th is  o rgan iza t ion ,have peop le  l i ke  yourse lves  work ing  th roughout

Mex ico?

B: There are bout 300 peop' le working in l4exico

And I  don' t  know how many countr ies they,re

tha t .

How long has  th is  been go ing  on?

in  
. |05  

languages,  I  th ink .

in  now,  25  or  someth ing  
' l i ke

B:

M:

I t  s ta r ted  back  in  about  
. l930  

someth ing .  There 's  a  book  in  here  on  j t ,

i f  you 'd  l i ke  to  see  i t .

That ' s  fasc ina t ing .  I  wonder  i f  you  can show me some o f  the  work  tha t

you've done. Do you have some books here?
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