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Nel le  S .  Ha tch
by Richard Estrada

November 7 and 9,  1977

E:

H:

E:

H:

Mrs.  Hatch, cou' ld you tel l  me something about your ear ly l i fe--where you

were born,  when, and so forth?

I was born in Mesa, Ar izona, on the 22nd of  March, 1887. And I  moved to

Mexico with ny parents when I  was four and a hal f  years oldr drd set t led in

Co lon ia  Ju{ rez ,  and have l i ved  there  ever  s ince .

Could you tel i  me something about your parents '  backgraound?

Iv[y parents were raised in connect ing towns, but they never met each other.

They knew their  fami l ies,  but  she had never met my father unt i l  three months

before they were mamied.

Where was this?

In  Mesa.

In Mesa, Ar izona?

E

H

E

H

E

H

E

H:

E:

H:

E :

H:

In  Mesa,  Ar izona.  0h ,

and ny father was, too.

just  over the mountain

Was she born there?

She was born there.

no ,  i t  was  in  Utah .  My mother  was ra ised in  Utah ,

She was raised in New Harmony, near Cedar,  there,

from the mountain rneadow massacre.

And how about your father?

l ' ly  father was born in Nebraska, on the way across the plains.  When he

was e igh t  days  o ld . . .he  sa id  they  never  s topped the  wagon fo r  h is  b i r th .

They were travel ing in a companyr lou know, across the desert .  They'd go

from the then sett led area, to the unsett1ed area of  Utah.

LJhat year was this,  when was your father born?

Th is  was in  1850.

Was this near the t ime of  the great Mormon migrat ions,or af terwards?

You mean across  the  p la ins?
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Yes .

I t ' s  exac t ly  a t  tha t  t ime.

Yes.  Th is  i s  1850.  And tha t  migra t ion  s ta r ted  in  '47  and kept  up  un t i l

t he  ra i l road  was  th rough  in . . . ' 69  was  i t ,  o r  i n  ' 63?

Did you ever learn anything about your grandparents,  where they were f rom?

Everything about them, I 've known everything about them. My grandparents,

rqy father 's people were raised in Eng' land. And i t  was there where he heard

the gospel  and wanted to see the man that had seen God, and had prophets and

ange ls  v is i t ing .  And so  they  moved to  Utah .

Where were your mother's parents from?

lvly mother was from down in North Carol ina--Sneed's Ferry,  North Carol ina.

And they l ived there unt i l  they migrated to Utah.

Mrs.  Hatch, I  understand that you've wr i t ten two books.

H:

Yes.

And much of  the autobiographical

in  i s  in  those two books .  Cou ld

when they were publ ished?

informat ion that we would be interested

you give us the t i t les of  the books and

was Colonia Ju{rez.  I t  was the

ear ly peop' le who l ived there.

of  the men who began our town.

The t i t le of  the f i rst  book that I  wrote

story of the town, the settlement and the

was always intr igued with the personal i ty

When was tha t  book  pub l ished?

In  1  954.

What  was the  t i t le  o f  the  second book ,  and when was i t  pub l i shed?

I t  was  Mother  Jane 's  S tory ,  my mother 's  s to ry ,  the  s to ry  o f  her  l i fe ,

because she had a  l i fe  o f  hardsh ip  and depr iva t ion .  And I  thought  tha t
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i t  shou ld  be  recorded.

When was tha t  book  pub l ished?

rn [1e64] .

In  1964.  What  was your  mother 's  fu l l  name?

Mother 's name was Mary Jane Red Spi lsbury.

Now,  s ince  a  lo t  o f  the  au tob iograph ica l  in fo rmat ion  tha t ' s  o f  in te res t  to

us  is  found in  those books ,  I 'd  l i ke  to ,  qu ick ' l y ,  go  over  the  ear ly  par t

o f  your  l i fe .  And then I 'd  l i ke  to  concent ra te  on  those per iods  or  those

events in your l i fe which may not have been covered in those books. So,

what  I  f i r s t 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about  i s ,  cou ld  you g ive  us  a  p ic tu re  o r  a

sketch of  your ear ly l i fe as you were growing up there in Ar izona?

l , r |e l l ,  I  d idn ' t  have much t ime to  g row up [ there ] .  [ I  was ]  on ly  four  and a

hal f  years old when we moved away, so,  that  I  remembered the direct ions

and I remembered where the store was, and I remember a good many people

that [ l ived there] .  My s ' is ter  stayed there,  mamied.

Was there a s igni f icant Mormon colony there in Mesa, at  that  t ime?

0h, yes.  They were the ones that began the ci ty.

About how many people would you say were there?

0h, I  imagine there were a thousand.

A thousand.  Mormons,a l l  o f  them?

Al l  o f  them.

When did your fami ly migrate to Colonia Ju{rez?

In  
. |89 . | .

Th is  i s  about  f i ve  o r  s ix  years

Yes. Colonia Ju{rez had grown

peop' le were prosper ing there.

a f te r  the  co lon ies  go t  s ta r ted ,  r igh t?

so  tha t  there  were  we l l  bu i l t  houses  and

They were  near ly  a l l  fa i r l y  we l l - to -do  peop le .
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When the law forbad thern l iv ' ing the l i fe that  they had prescr ibed for

themse lves ,  they  had to  accept  vo lun tary  ex i le .

What  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  i s  the  po lygamy issue?

Yes.

Now, was polygamy a widespread pract ice at  that  t ime among the Mormons

tha t  went  in to  vo lun tary  ex i le?

No, never was widespread. I t  probabiy would have become. But the government

made a  law aga ins t  i t .  A t  the  t ime o f  i t ' s  s ta r t ing ,  there  was no  law

against  a man having more than one wife.

Was tha t  a  cent ra l  cons idera t ion  in  the  migra t ion  or  no t?

Down here?

Yes,  down to  Ch ihuahua.

That was the reason, that  was the sole reason.

That was the sole reason.

Sole reason. And near ly al l  of  them lef t  property and good homes, where

they would have been cared for al l  their  l ives,  and come down here to a

place that they had a hard t ime gett ing a start .

Do you have any way of  knowing approximately how many men pract iced polygamy

at that  t ime in the Mormon colonies down there?

Down there?

Yes .

They  a l l  d id .

A l l  o f  them d id?

Yes.  That  i s ,  p rac t ica ' l l y  a l l  o f  them.  And when what  they  ca l l  a  man i fes to

was made, the President of  the church agreed with the government to banish,

to  abo l i sh  the  pr inc ipa l  o f  p lu ra i  mamiage and to  ab ide  by  the  laws o f  the  land.

H:

E:



HATCH

So when they found they couldn' t  l ive in the Uni ted States and l ive wi th

the i r  fami l ies ,  they  chose vo lun tary  ex i le  ra ther  than g ive  up  the i r  fami l ies .

They had been pract ic ing i t  for  40 years.

E: t^ las there ever any abrasion, dr.y cr i t ic isms on the part  of  the Mexicans

aga ins t  tha t  p rac t ice?

H:  No,  no t  a  b i t .  No,  when we moved ino  Por f i r io  D{az  was ius t  ge t t ing  ready

to  launch h is  seventh  success ionofh imse l f ,  and the  peop le  had grown t i red

of his peonage system and other th ings. But he was very cordial ,  gave us

a very hearty welcome, because he thought we were industr ious peop' le.  In

fac t ,  we se t t led  Co lon ia  Judrez ,  I  th ink  the  town was ded ica ted  in  [887] ,

New Year 's Day.

So,  i t  wou ld  be  New Year 's  Day o f  1887.

And I  was  born  in  1887.

l r lhat  year did you come to Colonia Judrez?

In 
. |89. l .  

I  came with my father when he moved his fami ly here.

What occupat ion did your father undertake when he came over here?

Ivly father had no occupat ion.  He was a f re ighter,  he hauled wood. He

hauled lumber.  He worked on the roads. He was known as the thist le road

maker of the country, because he wanted to leave a better road for everybody

to  t rave l  on ,  tha t  he 'd  gone over .

Did your father own any land there in Colonia Judrez?

Yes .

How much land?

He had one of  the farms up the r iver f rom Colonia Judrez.

Do you remember what area i t  covered? I  mean, in s ize.

The farm?
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E: You say they went to El Carmen?

Yes .

0h ,  jus t  a  few acres .

Just a few acres?

The who le  town o f  Co lon ia  Ju i rez  doesn ' t  cover  an  area  o f  more  than '12  acres .

What  was the  qua l i t y  o f  the  land?

It  was good 1and. We raised trees. Because we had to move into a part  of

a  count ry  where  we cou ldn ' t  ra ise  gra in ,  nor  a l fa l fao  nor  o ther  th ings ,  Vou

know, that  farmers do. So they iust  went into the t ree business. Several

of  the men had been orchard men in their  sect ion of  the country where they'd

come from, and so they started rais ing t rees.

Could you tel l  me how the presidents of  these stakes (or whatever the

' leaders 
were cal led) would distr ibute the land? 0r was the land purchased

by each indiv idual  member? How did they come to apport ion each plot  of  land

for the Mormon heads of  fami l  ies?

They sent a man--they cal led him a scout-- that  went into the country f rom

Ciudad Judrez .  He went  to  what  they  ca l led  E l  Paso,  they  ca l led  i t

then El  Paso del  Norte,  and crossed into f4exico.  And went on the Mexico. . .

North Western?

No, not North Western.  The one that goes to Mexico Ci ty.

Mexican Central  ?

Mex ican Cent ra l .  They  went  in  on  tha t  as  fa r  as  Ga l lego.  Now,  tha t ' s

just  a l i t t le bi t  below Sueco. And went in that  far ,  and then he went west

through the country f rom there,  hunt ing land that was for sale.  And he

found  in  E l  Va l le  and  in . . .



H:

HATCH

H:

E :

E] Carmen; and from there to El  Val le.  And in El  Val le,  they found what

they thought was just  the type of  land they wanted. But they found later

on  tha t  i t  was  sub jec t  to  ma lar ia ,  so  he  passed on .  tvery  b i t  o f  land  tha t

he  passed,  he  thought  wou ld  be  su i tab le  fo r  the  Mormons.  But  he  d idn ' t

decide on any of  them unt i l  he got into a sect ion out f rom Janos. The

leaders of  the church wanted them to stay as c lose to the l ine as they cou1d,

to be close access to the church.

Th is  i s  wes t  o f  Janos .

[Yes . ]  And they  dec ided on  some land,  oh ,  about  s ix  mi les  be low the  border ,

and jus t  wes t  o f  Janos .

Is  th i s  in  the  ear ' l y  1880 's?

This is in 1885. And when they had purchased i t ,  the man came to s ign the

papers.  They went to Ciudad Juirez.

Whom did they purchased i t  f rom?

A man w i th  the  name o f . . .  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  tha t  man 's  name.

Mrs.  Hatch, as I  understand i t ,  the name of the person from whom the lands

were  purchased is  in  the  Co lon ia  Judrez  book .

I t ' s  i n  the  book .

0kay .  } ' l e l l ,  h is to r ians  can very  eas i l y  look  i t  up ,  then.  There 's  no  prob lem.

Tel l  us more about [ the set t lement] .

Af ter  they'd been there for  three weeks, going through papers and examining

t i t les  and so  fo r th ,  they  found there  was no  t i t le .  So the  man jus t  p icked

up h is  papers  and went  back ,  and d idn ' t . . . le f t  them there  where  they 'd

started: lou know.

Because  he  rea l l y  d idn ' t  own i t?

He d idn ' t ,  no .  And he  cou ldn ' t  p rove  the  t j t ' l es ,  tha t  there  were  t i t les

E:

H:

E :

H:

u .

F .

H:

H :
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E:

to  i t ,  you  know,  tha t  they  cou ld  ge t .

Wel l ,  a f te r  a l l  was  sa id  and done,  i t  was  Por f i r io  D{az  tha t  a l lowed them

to take over these lands.

Ter razas  and Por f i r ia  D{az .  But  they  cou idn ' t  he lp  them wi th  the  land

because there 'd  been no  [ t i t le ] .

Now,  I  have a  ques t ion .  Why do  you th ink  Lu is  Temazas a l lowed Por f i r io

D{az  to  a l low the  Mormons to  come in?  D idn ' t  he  pu t  up  any  k ind  o f  a  f igh t?

After al l ,  he was a b ' ig landowner.  Why wou' ld he let  the Mormons come in?

He didn' t  care.  He owned the property and we sett led on his property f i rst .

I t  was actual ly Terrazas'  property?

Yes, that  was Mr.  Terrazas'  property.  But the property that  they had rea11y

owned was jus t  tha t  l i t t le  va ' l1ey ,  jus t  a  nar row va l ley  go ing  up  w ' i th  the

r iver  runn ing  th rough i t .

So you think he had so much land that he just  d idn' t  care i f  the Mormons

took over that?

Wel l ,  he  d jdn ' t  want  to  le t  the  Mormons

on h is  and thought  we had purchased i t .

and  he  wasn ' t  w i l l i ng  fo r  us  to  l i ve  on

have any  o f  h is  land.  We se t t led

But  when we found tha t  i t  was  h is ,

i t ,  we moved on what we real ly had

E

H

E:

H:

E :

bought ,  [wh ich ]  was  th is  land up  where  Co lon ia  Ju i rez  i s  now.

Ah.  So,  the  Mormons d id  have prob lems w i th  the  Temazas '?

But  I  say ,  they 'd  l i ved  there  long enough to  ge t  tha t  cana l  bu i l t ,  and  to

lay out their  farms, lay out the town, and peop' le had chosen what they had

and they l ived there for  a year,  when they f inal ly had to move.

So this canal  must have been very important.

I t  wasn ' t  a  very  b ig  one,  bu t  i t  was  b ig  enough to  ge t  water .

Do you know who i t  was that got the idea to bui ' ld th is canal  that  improved



H:

HATCH

the qua l i t y  o f  the  land so  much?

t^ le l I ,  they  a l l  had  the  idea.  I  th ink  a  Mormon,  o r  p ioneer ,  you  know,  a l l

he  needed was a  l i t t le  land  and water  to  go  on  i t ,  and  he  d idn ' t  need

anyth ing  e1se.  He moved on  and went  to  l i v ing ,  ra is ing  what  he  a te  and what

the horses ate.

E :  But  do  you main ta in  tha t  th is  cana l  was  one o f  the  most  impor tan t  th ings

for the area?

U . Yes! They had to have water,  and the r iver had very l i t t le in i t  then.

What 's the narre of  the r iver?

I t ' s  the  P iedras  Verde R iver .

Piedras Verde River.

And  fo r  a  month  o f  the  year ,  i t ' s  j us t  i n  poo1s ,  [ i t ]  doesn ' t  run ,  you

know,  there .  And then,  when the  ra iny  season comes,  why,  then i t ' s  f looded.

But they could make out on i t .  But they were so hearts ick [ to]  th ink they

had to [ leave].  Because this f i rst  year in Cuauht6moc, where they had

sett led,  they raised the f i rst  crop they'd had for qui te a few years.

What was that f j rst  crop?

Wel l  ,  wheat,  corn and. .  .  cane .

Cane.

They used to  have a  lo t  o f  cane,  and made molasses  o f  i t .  Bu t  they 'd  had

enough good c rops  tha t  they  fe1 t . . .bu ' i ' l t  up  in  the i r  idea  o f  s ta r t ing  a  new

place,  VoU know,  mak ing  your ' land .  And they  thought  there  was land there ,

you know,  to  have f ie lds .

So i t  was l ike a land of  m' i lk  and honey for them. Did they fee' l  that  i t  was

rea l l y  l i ke  an  oas is?

0as is?

H

E

H

L,

H

E

H
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E:

H:

E :

H:

Yes. I  mean, when they f i rst  saw that land, were they convinced that that

was where they would set t le,  that  that  was the best land?

They thought where they went f i rst ,  when they were given permission to move

onto land that they had bought.

And la te r  i t  tu rned ou t  tha t  th is  was Ter razas '  land?

Yes.  They  d idn ' t  know i t  was  on  Ter razas '  land .  They  thought  th is  was the

land they had purchased.

Mrs .  Hatch ,  I 'm very  in te res ted  in  f ind ing  ou t  exac t ly  how each o f  these

heads o f  fami l ies ,  tha t  la te r  on  was ab le  to  ob ta in  land,  how they  were  g iven

i t ,  or  how they acquired i t ,  whatever method i t  might have been.

The church bought i t  for  them and let  them buy i t  f rom the church. And

they were told they could move on before any surveyors were

So,  they 'd  moved in to  th is  land tha t  wasn ' t  the i rs ,  on to  Teryazas '  land .

Af te r  tha t  in i t ia l  p rob lem wi th  the  Temazas land,  cou ld  you te l i  me when

they f inal ly set t led there fn the Colonia Judrez area and so forth,  how

did  they  appor t ion  the  land a t  tha t  t ime?

They jus t  le t  them draw lo ts .  They  jus t  cu t  i t  ou t  in to  lo ts .

A l l  o f  them equa l  lo ts?

IYes .  ]

Bu t  there  must 've  been a  var iance,  a  d i f fe rence in  the  qua l i t y  o f  the  land.

So, how did they choose who got the best land and who got the worst?

I  th ink  they  took  the i r  chances .  They  jus t  d rew lo ts .

F .

H:

E:

They just  drew 
' lots 

on i t ,  then?

[Yes.]  And one man, the one who was

property, he went up and looked over

my fami ly up there and r isk nraking a

in  charge ,  who 'd  le f t  good ' lands  and

tha t ,  and he  says ,  " I ' J l  never  move

l iv ing  fo r  them."  He says ,  " I 'd  ra ther
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go back  and face  the  marsha l is  aga in . "  And the  one who was in  charge '

Erasmus Snow,  he  sa id ,  "L is ten  now,  man, .YoU d idn ' t  come down here  fo r  your

convenience. You Came doWn On a misSion."  So, he went up there and took

charge. And when he went up and looked over,  why, he said,  "There's enough

land up  there  to  wh ip  a  dog on . "  (Laughs)

Is  tha t  r igh t?

Now, I 'd l ike to go into the matter of  the way that they would work the

lands .  Now,  d id  the  Mormons have la rge  fami l ies ,  was  there  an  emphas is

p laced on  hav ing  a  lo t  o f  sons ,  fo r  example ,  tha t  cou ld  he lp  the i r  fa thers

work the land? 0r did th is not come into play?

They  d idn ' t  do  any  h i r ing .

They  d id  no  h i r ing  whatsoever .

Some,  on ly  some.

But th is was at  peak seasons?

They saw the peon systemr sdw that the people were in bondage, Vou know,

and they bought these men out.  t t ly  father bought two, and there's several

men d id  the  same th ing .

Now, th is is very interest ing,  because in the history that 's been wri t ten

so fa r  about  Mex ico  dur ing  the  per iod  lead ing  up  to  the  Revo lu t ion  o f  
. |9 . |0 ,

we know that there was a lot of debt peonage, the peon system where they

had to be paid in goods that were purchasable only at  the store,  at  the

company store,  so to speak. The t ienda de raya, they used to cal l  i t .

Now, we know that th is was true in some parts of  central  lv lexico,  and that

i t  had been true in southern Mexico for a long t ime, and that in the 18th

and l9th centur ies to a certain extent i t  was true in parts of  northern

Mex ico .  But ,  what  you ' re  say ing  r igh t  now is  tha t  i t  ex is ted  as  fa r  nor th
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as a lmost  up  to theU.S. -Mex ican border  in  the  la te  lg th  century  and the  ear ly

20th century.  Is that  coryect,  is  that  what you're saying-- that  the peon

sys tenr  ex is ted  near  Casas  Grandes in  the  la te  1800 's  and the  ear ly  1900 's?

0h,  yes .  I t  ex is ted  a l l  th rough Mex ico .

As a young lady or as a gir ' I ,  d id you see these peones working near the

Mormon I ands?

H: Yes, I  saw the farms they made, but they were working for somebody else,

someone e lse 's  land .

E

H

E

H

E

H

E

Do you have any  reco l lec t ions  about  the  labor  cond i t ions- -say ,  what  t ime they 'd

get up to go to work or th ings l ike that?

They'd get up dayi ight ,  have their  [breakfast ] .  My father a ' lways had us

out of  the bed [ear ly] .  I ,Je ate breakfast  by lampl ight .  And i t  was of f

to work.

Were the peones working by dayl  ight?

The peones were working at  the same t ime.

Ti l l  what t ime did they work? When did they stop working?

To dark .

So,  i t  wou ld  be  f rom day l igh t  to  dark?

From day l igh t  to  dark .

Now, do you have any recol lect ion of  how much these people were paid,  the

peones ?

30 pesos a month,  regard' less of  what s ize their  fami ly was.

So,  tha t ' s  about  a  peso a  day .

IYes .  ]

Do you have any idea i f  some peones were better t reated than others? Did

some have pr iv i leges  tha t  the  o thers  d idn ' t?

H

E

H

E
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I  suppose i t  depended on . . .you  mean,  in  the  sys tem?

Yes, in the peon system.

I  don ' t  know any th ing  about  tha t ,  don ' t  know about  any  d i f fe rence.  But  I

know they were al l  very discontented.

But did you witness their  d iscontent? I  mean, did you ever hear your father

ta lk ing  about  the i r  d isconten t  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t?

Yes,  he 'd  hear  a t l  about  the i r  indebtedness  and the i r  fa i lu re  to  meet . . . the

probiems that they had to have with the wages that they got.  0h,  we

could ALL see that i t  was going to come to a head sometime.

But you could see that?

That they couldn' t  keep on doing that.  And Prof i r io D{az had suceeded

h imse l f  s i x  t imes .

Now, did you ever hear of  the peasants,  of  the peones,having meet ings among

themse lves ,  l i ke  when they  wou ld  ge t  together  and d iscuss  th is?

No.

You never heard of  that?

No. I  th ink that  the government would have handled i t .  I t  was in the hands

of  Dfaz ,  and h is  power -mad po l i t i c ians  wou ld  watch  care fu l ]y ,  you  know,  tha t

they didn' t  get  any -- .

Did you ever know any local  government of f ic ia ls there,  the jefe pol{ t icol

Did you ever know anyone that held that  t i t le?

Yes.  But  I  don ' t  remember  too  much,  I  was  too  smal l ,  I  guess .  But  I  don ' t

remember any action taken.

Did you ever hear about any upr is ings or any ser ious disturbances before 
. l910,

before the Revolut ion?

You heard  them ta ik ing  about  i t ,  tha t  they  wou ld  l i ke  to  do  th is ,  they 'd  l i ke

E:

H :

E:

H:
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E:

to do that,  you know. But the l4exican government had too f i rm a hold on them.

They d idn ' t  dare  t ry  i t .

Now, you say your father had purchased these two men, these peones. What

were the c i rcumstances of  that  and how did he go about purchasing them'

and what did they do af ter  that  took p ' lace?

Al l  he had to do was just  to go and tel l  h im, and f ind out how much he was

indebted to the system.

He would find this out from the hacendado or from tne pg6ni

He 'd  go  w i th  pedn,  le t  h im do the  bus iness .  And when he  cou ld  go  and pay

his indebtness, he was free from them. They didn' t  make any obiect ions to

h  im.

So,  your  fa ther  pa id  the  indebtedness  o f  two o f  these ind iv idua ls?

He paid their  indebtedness. And there were several  of  the men who did the

same thing. But I  [don' t ]  know anything about them persona' l ly  except that

they  a l l  knew tha t  tha t  was  a  sys tem tha t  cou ldn ' t  las t .

Now, do you remember who the landowner was that had held these men in th is

peonage system, the ones that your father purchased?

No. No, I  th ink they worked more for the system than they did for  indiv iduals.

0kay. After your father paid of f  their  indebtness, what did they,  the Leglel ,

do? What was their  occupat ion then? For whom did they work?

They had no  occupat ion .  I  mean,  no  t ra in ing  in  any th ing .

In other words,  they were just  common laborers.

Just  common I  aborers.

Now, where did they work af ter  that?

They worked with my father.  He furnished a house for them to l ive in.  And

one o f  them had a  fami ly  and the  o ther  one d idn ' t .

H:
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E: Now, did your father pay them with the house that he provided them, or did
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H:

he also pay them wages in addi t ion?

He'd furnished them the house and then he paid them wages--helped them get

on  the i r  fee t ,  he lped them l i ve .

Do you have any idea how much your father paid them?

Wel l ,  I  ought  to  know,  bu t  I  don ' t  reca l l  r igh t  now.  But  he  pa id  them so

much a day.

Did he pay them every day? Do you know that?

No, he didn' t  pay them every day, but he paid them so much a day. And then

[at the] end of the week, wh.v, he'd pay them off.

Now, did they work as f re ighters for  your father? Did they do work l ike

tha t ,  l i ke  cu t t ing  wood and load ing  wagons?

They 'd  cu t  our  wood,  they 'd  learn  to  d r ive  a  team.  They 'd  go  w i th  h im in to

the mountains to get lumber and get wood and to haul  what needed to be

hau l  ed .

Do you know of any other instances where Mormons paid of f  the indebtedness

of  peongs?

Yes !

Your father was not the only one who did i t?

0h, no, there were a number of  people.  But I  don' t  know that I  can remember

[a ]1  o f  them]- -Bro ther  S towe l l  and [o thers ] .  I  can ' t  th ink  r igh t  now who

they are,  but  there were several  that  d id.  And we al l  knew that i t  was a

sys tem tha t  cou ldn ' t  las t  and tha t  there 'd  be  an  upr is ing  soon.  So when D{az

was prepar ing  fo r  h is  seventh  e lec t ion . . .o r  was  i t  h is  e igh th?  Do you

remember?

I  can ' t  remember  o f f  hand.  But  l9 l0  was the  las t  t ime,  r igh t?
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H: I t  was 1910. And Madero, Francisco I .  Madero, showed himsel f  as an - ,

because he was pret ty wel l  educated and he was anxious. But they put him

' in  
ia i l .

Yes. Now, f rom reading the history books, we know that Madero actual ly 1ed

his t roops in a batt le near Casas Grandes or at  Casas Grandes. Did you ever

hear  any th ing  about  th is?  D id  your  fo lks  ever  d iscuss  i t?

Yes! Yes, we talked about i t .  Because they took Casas Grandes. They expected

to have a f ight ,  [but  the federal  t roops gave up quick ' ly ] .  D{az's regime

had become o ld  and ro t ten ,  you  know,  [and i t  was ]  jus t  l i ke  tak ing  money

from an old man.

16
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There  a t  the  beg in ing  o f  the  Revo lu t ion ,  d id  you

that were from the Casas Grandes area who joined

0oo, the whole nat ion jo ined the Madero forces.

R igh t .  Bu t  I 'm espec ia l i y  in te res ted  in  peop le

Yes .

ever know of any people

the Madero forces?

from Casas Grandes.

H:

E
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Now, did you ever know of anybody from Casas Grandes that joined the Madero

Revo lu t ion  a t  tha t  t ime?

I can' t  th ink of  anyone r ight  now, but I  know that they al l  were in sympathy

wi th  h ' im.

0h, you think the general  populus there was in sympathy wi th him?

Yes !

What did the Mormons think about the Madero movement?

0h,  they  a l l  were . . . jus t  l i ke  [a ]  fo recas t  coming t rue .  They  knew i t  was

go ing  to  happen,  and now i t  had s ta r ted .  There  was no th ing  cou ld  s top  i t .

Do you think that  they were apprehensive about what might happen af ter  the

Madero Revolut ion?
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H: I  don ' t  know.  I  th ink  they  thought  tha t  whatever  migh t  happen wou ldn ' t  be

any wurse than what they were having. And they took i t .  And they took i t

so easi ly.  Madero walked into Casas Grandes and the Dfaz regime iust

skeddad led ,  tha t ' s  a l l .  They  jus t  go t  ou t  o f  s ' igh t .  And D iaz  h imse l f  le f t

the  count ry ,  you  know.  He d ied  in  Europe.  I , f  i t  had  been le f t  there . . .

Bu t  Madero  h imse l f  was  no t  much o f  a  po l i t i c ian ,  and he  sur rounded h imse l f

wi th power-mad pol i t ic ians.  And then as soon as they got r id of  h im, wh.Y,

then i t  was  jus t  open house.

0kay. Now, I  want to get back to your personal  exper iences in the Casas

Grandes region. Now, as I  understand i t ,  you went away to Utah for a

whi le,  and then you came back in the autumn of  19. |3.  Now, when you came

back, what was the general  s i tuat ion in the Casas Grandes region? l ,Jas

there much disorder?

Yes.  No law,  no th ing  s tab le .  And one man cou ld  jump in to  o f f i ce  and another

man could get him out i f  he could.  And they had str i fe among themselves

I ' ike that .

Was there  much prob lem wi th  th ieves ,  b r igands ,  and th ings  l i ke  tha t?

Th ieves?

Yes .

0h, everything was open, everything was open, and nothing was safe.  We

were  we l l  f i xed  there ,  wo 'd  bu i l t  up  a  th r iv ing  co lony .  And they  came

and wanted what we had.. .wanted our guns, wanted our horses, they wanted

our money. Because the counter revolut ion,  the second one-- the 0rozco

Rebe l l ion ,  you  know--d idn ' t  have government ,  d idn ' t  have any  means,  on ly  jus t

what they took f rom people as they needed i t  and found i t .

Now,  in  your  book  on  Co lon ia  Ju{ rez ,  Vou ment ioned cer ta in  o f  these

E:
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revo lu t ionar ies .  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about  a  few o f  them.  One o f  the

most important was Mdximo Cast i l lo.  Do you remember him?

Cast i  I  I  o?

Ri ght .

Yes .

What were the c i rcumstances under which you f i rst  met him?

When I came down from Utah and fwent] from Dublin to Ju{rez, I knew that he

was in Casas Grandes then. And I  went up to Juirez that  n ight-- [ i t ]  was

on Sunday. And the school had been going for a week. And I went to

schoo l  Monday morn ing  and had jus t  bare ly  go t  s ta r ted ' in  the  c lass ,  and

he wa lked in .  He was very  ceremonious ,  very  po l i te ,  and to ld  us  he  was

there  to  he lp  us ,  do  a l l  he  cou ld  fo r  us .  And the  pr inc ipa ' l  took  h im

upsta i rs ,  I  to ld  you.  And we made a  l i t t le  p rogram fo r  h im.  And then my

fa ther  took  h im home to  d inner .  And we had a  n ice  l i t t le  v is i t  w i th  h im.

He stayed with us for  a whi le,  and wanted us to know that he was going to

do any th ing  he  cou ld  to  he lp  us .  And the  pr inc ipa i  o f  the  schoo l  sa id

[ tha t ]  we l l ,  the  bes t  way  he  cou ld  do  i t ,  wou ld  be  to  he lp  us  to  p reserve

our school  system there.  l , . le just  had the academy bui l t  then. We'd only

been in i t  a few years,  and we wanted to keep i tn we wanted him to help

us take care of  i t .  And he promised r ight  of f  that  never anybody'd bother

that school  or  harm i t  in any way when he was around. When he wasn' t

there ,  he 'd  te l l  lh is  men] .  But  there  was another  fe l la  tha t  jumped in

over  Cas t i l l o .  And  the  th ings  tha t  he 'd  p romised  us ,  why ,  we  d idn ' t  ge t .

Because th is  o ther  fe l low was in  charge and he . . .oh ,  he  was d iabo l i c ,  he

burned the  town and b lew up the  bes t  bu i ld ings .

You don' t  remember his name?E:
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Juan .  .  .

l,'Jas it Sal azar?

No,  i t  wasn ' t  Sa lazar .  Bu t  I ' ve  go t  h is  name there .

The name is in the book?

[Yes. ]  Because he  went  in to  the  town o f  Co lon ia  D{az ,  ius t  across  the

r iver f rom La Asenci6n, and just  ceremoniously burned that town--went f rom

one town to the other-- threw gasol ine in,  VOU know, and set [ the town on

f i re l .

I^ lhy do you think he did that?

Jus t  d iabo l i c .  Nobody knows why.

Do you have any idea where he was from?

Not  a  th ing .  I  don ' t  know a  th ing  about  h im.  But  he  was sure  mean.

Were there many leaders l ike that ,  that  were extreme' ly v io lent? Was he

the only one that you remember?

No, there were two or threeo but they were few. And when they got into our

communi ty ,  w i th  the  man we had in  charge,  they  cou ldn ' t  scare  h im.  But  they 'd

prod him around with a gun, you know, and demand money, and he didn' t  have

money. We djdn' t  have means. And we got along. They al l  went away

feel ing better than they came.

Is  tha t  r igh t?

[Yes .  ]

I  have a quest ion about a person that was very important dur ing the

Revolut ion.  Did you or any member of  your fami ly ever know or speak to

Franc isco  V iJJa ,  Pancho  V i l l a?

0h, yes!  lv ty father knew him, my brother knew him.

What were the c i rcumstances under which they met?

t r .
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H:  I  don ' t  know where  Lem and Pancho V i l la  f i r s t  knew each o ther .  I  th ink

this is where [ t t rey]  met--he went to La Asencidn and found he was there

training his Dorados. And he had iust  come from Casas Grandes and had,

what he cal led,  just  taken the town. And he was af ter  red f laggers.  No one

ever  go t  near  h im.  He 'd  shoot  i f  you  cou ld  ge t  c lose  enough to  h im.  And

there  was a  man had p ' laced h imse l f  in  charge,  there .  I  th ink  he  was the  on ly

man that my father couldn' t  handle,  because he whipped my father wi th a

sword.

IPAUSE]

E:  Nowo you wanted  to  te l l  us  someth ing  about  th ' i s  man.  He p laced h imse l f  in

of f ice,  you say?

20

H: Yes. And he al  so was an

ge t ,  h im,  espec ia ' l 1y  in

Grandes so  surpr is ing ly

wanted, was just  to get

you know, in of f ice.

Nown you were  te l l ing  us

La Asencidn?

enemy o f  Pancho V i l ' l a .  And Pancho V i l la  wanted  to

th ' is  ra id on Casas Grandes. But he took Casas

easy, but the man got away. But that  was al  I  he

in power,  .you know, put the r ight  peop' le for  h im,

t r . about  V i l la  t ra in ing  h is  t roopsn h is  Dorados ,  a t

He 'd  had d i f f i cu l ty  w i th  th is  man,  and he  wanted  to  ge t  h im.

And that was why he was training his t roops?

No.  He was t ra in ing  h is  t roops  to  wh ip  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  (Chuck les)

0h ,  th is  was la te r  on .  So now you say  tha t  the  t ra in ing  o f  h is  so ld ie rs

was so that they could go and at tack the United States,  is  that  r ight?

I ,Je l l ,  in  h is  war fa re ,  he  used these Dorados  as  h is  vanguard .  And h is

way of  at tacking a town was to take i t  by surpr ise-- to just  march in,

maybe f i re a few shots,  maybe set a house af i re or something, and take what

H:
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they want and get out again.  That was his way. And these Dorados worked

with him. And he trained them, you know, so they just  worked under his

hand.  Because V i l ' l a  was ,  in  sp i te  o f  every th ing  e ' l se ,  he  was a  leader  o f

men.

When you heard  about  h im t ra in ing  the  Dorados ,  th is  was about  l915  or  
. |916?

I t ' d  abou t  
. |9 . |5 ,  ' . | 6 .

This is af ter  the U.S. recognized Carranza?

Yes .

Do you have any idea where hjs Dorados were from? Were any of them from

that area?

I  don ' t  know o f  any  o f  them,  on ly  Fe l ipe  Ange les .

D id  you know Fe l ipe  Ange les?

Yes .

You met him?

Yes .

What were the c i rcumstances of  your meet ing wi th him?

0h,  no t  a  persona l  meet ing .  Th is  wou ld  be  a f te r  the  a t tack  on  Co lumbus.

Th is  i s  a f te r  Co lumbus .  So  th is  i s  in  1916?

And he came back a hero.  He was a hero and al l  the other generais in the

di f ferent fact ions,  why, they decided they wanted to be heroes, too.  So,

they al I became Vi I I i  stas .

So where did you see Angeles? Were you able to see him?

No,  I  never  d id  see h im.

0h ,  you  d idn ' t  see  h im in  person?

But I  knew so much about h ' im that I  feel  that  I  knew him.

But you knew he was around?
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Af te r  the  s to ry  o f  h im,  there 's  a  f igh t  aga ins t  Co lumbus.  I  want  to  te l l

about Lem and him meet ing there.

You mean, your brother Lem?

My brother Lem.

He met Fe' l ipe Angeles?

Yes .

D id  he  meet  V i i la  too?

Yes,  bu t  I  don ' t  know the  c i rcumstances .

Now, th is is very important to the story,  but  I 've already been here about

an  hour  and a  ha l f  th is  morn ing ,  and I  want  to  ie t  you  res t .  So ,  we can

cont inue th is  la te r .

IPAusE]

[E:  I  would l ike to make some observat ions on the interview that took space

yesterday. I t  appears to me that,  a l though the informat ion Mrs.  Hatch

provided on the debt peonage system in Casas Grandes is important,  that  i t

is  possible to infer too much from the informat ion she provided. We do not

have any sol id evidence that there actual ly existed a debt peonage system

on the order of  what existed in other parts of  Mexico in the late 19th

century.  As usuaj ,  the most important way of  f inding out whether or not

the system existed and to what extent i t  existed, wi l l  be an analysis of

hacienda records.  There are some hacienda records which are known to exist .

For example,  The Universi ty of  Texas at  El  Paso archives are supposed to

have records  o f  hac iendas  tha t  used to  supp ly  a  Br i t i sh  min ing  concern  in

the Parral ,  Chihuahua area. Some haclenda records may exist  in El  Paso

i tse l f .  These records ,  i f  they  do  ex is t ,  a re  in  the  hands o f  the  fami ly  o f

Anglo American owners of  large propert ies in Northern Chihuahua, ei ther in

22
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the ear ly part  of  th is century or the lat ter  part  of  the past century.

The reason for quest ioning the existence of  the debt peonage system in

Northern Chihuahua, that  was as severe as that which existed in other parts

o f  Mex ico ,  i s  as  fo l lows:

l .  Does  i t  make sense tha t  the  la ta fund is ts  o f  Nor thern  Ch ihuahua

would be wi l l ing to sel i  their  peons to Anglo American Mormons who had

just  recent ly moved into the area? I f  indeed there was a shortage of  labor,

and i f  indeed the  po l i t i ca l  sys tem o f  each reg ion  in  Ch ihuahua was as  t igh t ly

control led as has been portrayed, wh.y would these hacendados be so wi1 ' l ing

to al low Mormons to help the pegngs purchase themselves out of  debt? What

was the extent of  the debt? Was i t  that  great? Comparisons simply have to

be made with the rest  of  Mexico.  What I 'm saying in ef fect  is  that  we

cannot take one isolated example,  or  even var ious isolated examp' les in one

reg ion ,  and ex tend them to  the  res t  o f  Ch ihuahua.

2.  I t  is  to be noted in addi t ion that the wages that are noted by Mrs.

Hatch- - tha t  i s ,30  pesos  a  month  fo r  each peon- -are  fa i r l y  h igh  wages,  and

that indeed we have know' ledge of  wages hal f  that  and less than hal f  of  that

be ing  pa id  on  Ter razas  hac iendas in  o ther  par ts  o f  Ch ihuahua.  Now,  the

quest ion  is ,  i s  Mrs .  Hatch 's  memory  comect  on  th is  mat te r ,  o r  has  she s imp ly

exaggerated the amount that  these peones were paid.  0n the other hand, another

possibi l i ty  is ,  that  indeed, the far ther you go north towards the United

States-Mexican border,  the higher the wages were. This is in keeping with

some hypotheses that have been put forward by histor ians wi th in the last  few

years.

These are mere' ly some observat ions that,  in my concept ' ion,  h istor ians

should keep in mind i f  they are t ry ing to proper ly reconstruct  the social
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and economic history of  the Casas Grandes area.]

AUSE]

Mrs.  Hatch, the day before yesterday you were tel l ing me about your brother

Lem Sp i lsbury ,  and the  fac t  tha t  he  knew Pancho V i l la .  I s  tha t  r igh t?

Yes .

Could you cont inue that story?

Yes.  My bro ther  Lem was a  persona l  f r iend ,  in  a  wdy,  o f  Pancho V i l la .

They met on fr iendly terms wherever they got together.  And when Pancho Vi l la

was t ra in ing  h is  Dorados . . .do  they  a1 l  know what  tha t  i s?

Yes,  I  th ink  they  know.  Those were  V i l la ' s  famous c rack  t roops .

Yes. And he had them stat ioned f in that  area].  But on his way to La Ascencidn,

he went through Casas Grandes, and he shot down every red f lagger he could

f ind.  And the man who had usurped the leadership in town was the man he was

after,  because he had been unfr iendly wi th us and with everyone else.  And

he was the man he was af ter ,  but  he escaped. And when Lem got there,  why,

Vi l la stopped him and he said [he wondered] how things were in Casas Grandes.

[Lem] said,  "Just  l ike they were before you got there."

What did he mean by that?

That  the  peop le  were . . . jus t  the  same peop ' le  were  in  charge.  Same peop le .

The red f laggers?

Yes,  same peop le  were  in  charge.  And he  sa id ,  "That  man. . . "  He ca l led  h im

by name.  I  ought  to  remember  names,  bu t  I  don ' t .  [V i l la ]  sa id ,  " [ I s ]  he

there?"  "Yes , "  he  says ,  "he ,was in  o f f i ce  the  nex t  day . "  And he  says ,

" I ' ve  go t  to  ge t  h im.  You have to  take  me back . "  And he  says ,  " I  can ' t

do  tha t ,  Pancho . "  He  says ,  "MV fami l y  l i ves  here . "  And  he  says ,  " I f  i t ' s

known that we helped one side or the other,  i t ' l l  make trouble for  them, so
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tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  do  tha t  fo r  you . "  Bu t  [V i l l a ]  sa id ,  " I ' 11  f i x  i t  so  they

won ' t  know."  So he  d isgu ised Lem in  such a  Way tha t  he  cou ld  no t  be

recognized by his c losest f r iend. And when they got back to Casas Grandes,

he took them again by surpr ise.  And this t ime he got the man he was af ter .

And la te r ,  when he  go t  to  Co lumbus. . .and th is  was on  h is  way [ to ]  Co lumbus,

you know. And his f r iendl iness wi th Lem was extended to al l  Mormons and i t

should go down in history that  Pancho Vi l la never harmed a Mormon. He was

fr iends to them. And he proved i t  once, by taking B' ishop Bent ly and Burt

Whit tenn George Sloan, into capt ' iv i ty when he was feeding his men on parched

corn in a town from which the people had f led.  And he had a wagonload of

food that he was taking to the missionar ies in that  sect ion of  the country.

He never al lowed a man to touch a bi t  of  that  food. And he also was dr iv ing

a  mu le  in  h is  team tha t  had  Pancho  V i l l a ' s  b rand  on  i t .  I t  m igh t  no t  have

been Pancho 's  mu ' le ,  bu t  i t  had  h is  b rand on  i t .  And h is  men wanted  to  take

i t ,  he  wou ldn ' t  l e t  them touEh i t .

Why do you think Vi l la was so fr iend' ly to the Mormons?

I^ le l l ,  as soon as Fel ipe Angeles and Burt  Whit ten got together,  they were

very  soc iab le  and began ta lk ing .  And Bur t  was  qu i te  a  miss ionary ,  and he

began te l l ing  h im about  the  gospe l ,  our  gospe l .  And he  became so  in te res ted

tha t  he  cou idn ' t  s top ,  because so  many ques t ions  he  had to  ask .

l^ lho was asking quest ions?

Fe l ipe  Ange les  was ask ing  the  ques t ions .  And Bur t  was  exp la in ing  every th ing .

I t  a l l  seemed so wonderful  to him that he safd,  "Pancho, corrrc in here and

l is ten  to  th is ,  what  th is  man is  say ' ing . "  Says ,  "He 's  t ry ing  to  do  w i th

words  what  you ' re  t ry ing  to  do  w i th  guns . "  And he  says ,  " I  know a l l  about

the  Mormons.  But , "  he  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  th ink  they  shou ld  be  do ing  miss ionarywork
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now.  They  ought  to  be  home,  tak ing  care  o f  the i r  p roper ty . "  And,  he  le t

them go. And when they got into the town where the people had f led to f rom

Pancho V i l la . . .because they  were  a f ra id ,  everybody in  Mex ico  was a f ra id  o f

Pancho V i l la .  fWhen they  go t  to  the  town] ,  they  sa id  Pancho V i l la  had g iven

them a pass, and they showed the pass that he had given them. lThey were] to

be protected, you know, and al lowed to return to their  home. And they

sa id ,  "We l l  tha t ' s  a  l ' i e . "  Says ,  "He  never  le t  Amer icans  th rough  h is

hands al ive."  And then they kept those men there for  n ine days. And they

d idn ' t  dare  touch any th ing ,  e i ther ,  because he  had o f fe red  pro tec t ion .  A t

the  end o f  the  n ine  days ,  they  sa id ,  " I  guess  he  is  f r iend ly  to  you. "  So

he let  them go home. Now, that  proved to us that  one place where he

favored us,  where he protected us,  in a way.

Did he ever do anything harmful  to the Mormons?

Not  a  th ing ,  no t  a  th ing .  He came jn  our  sec t ion  o f  the  count ry ,  bu t  a l l

he did was run every red f lagger out of  the country.  He chased that

Orozco, he just  got  behind him and he never stopped unt i l  he was across the

l ine  in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

Mrs.  Hatch, the story about these Mormon brothers preaching to Fel ipe

Ange ' les  and Pancho V i l la  i s  qu i te  in t r igu ing .  Can you reca l ' l  any  more

deta i l s  about  tha t?  What  were  V i l la ' s  reac t ions ,  and Ange les '  reac t ion ,  to

the Mormon gospel ?

Fel ipe Angbles was so interested and exci ted about i t ,  t ry ing to get Pancho

to  ta l k  abou t  i t .  And  he  says ,  " I f  I  ever  ge t  ou t  o f  Ch ihuahua  a l i ve ,  I 'm

going to be a Mormon. "

Fe1 ipe  Ange les  sa id  tha t?

Fe l ipe  Ange les  sa id  tha t .  And the  res t  o f  th is  was to ld  [ to  me] .  When Bur t
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and Brother Bent ly got home, Burt  decided he was going to do Fel ipe Angeles'

work  in  the  temple .  Because we be l ieve  tha t  there 's  a  hereaf te r ,  there 's

t ime when fami ly relat ionships wou' ld be resumed iust  as they were when we

lef t  here.  And he wanted Angeles to get into that  group. And he told him

he wanted to be. So he and his wi fe got ready to go to Mesa to the tempie

to  do  Fe ' l ipe  Ange les 'work .  But  in  the  n igh t  Bur t  had a  dream.  He sa idn

"We were  spoken to  ius t  as  de l ' ibera te ' l y  aS a  person is  ta lk ing  in  here . "

Pancho V i l la  was s tand ing  a t  the  foo t  o f  h is  bed,  and he  sayso "WhY don ' t

you  do  someth ing  fo r  me?"  He sa id ,  "Wel l ,  go  to  Bro ther  Bent ly .  He 's  the

man tha t  do  th ings  l i ke  tha t . "  Says ,  " I 'Ve  been to  see Bro ther  Bent ' l y ,

and he says i t  has to be done down there,  before he comes here."  So he

prepared then to  do  Pancho V i l la ' s  work .  So he  went  to  h is  w i fe  and go t  the

geneo logy  tha t  he  needed,  and he  go t  her  to  ge t  Fe l ipe  Ange les 'geneo logy

from the records of  the court ,  because they did catch him and execute him

in  Mex ico .  So those two. . .mormon h is to r ies ,  we took  those two men 's  name

to the temple [ in Mesa].  Someone did proxy for  them. My husband's brother

d id  p roxy  fo r  Pancho V i l la .  And he  fee ls  qu i te  p roud o f  i t .

Did they do proxy for  Fel ipe Angeles?

[Yes.]  That y1as just  50 years ago that they recal led th ' is ,  you know' that

they were going to do his work.  They recal led that they did i t .

Let  me ask you about the Mormons'  react ion to the death of  Fel ipe Angeles.

They  d idn ' t  know any th ing  about  i t  t i l l  ' i t  was  over  w i th .

What did they th ink about i t  when they found out about i t?

Wel j ,  they  were  g lad  h ' i s  work  was done,  because they  do  be l ieve  he 'd  p ick

[up  h is  l i fe ]  aga in  jus t  where  he  le f t  i t .  l r le  don ' t  take  death  l i ke  you

do, when you feel  that  as soon as you're dead everything is over wi th.
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0kay. Now, i f  I  remember correct ly,  you said that  you lef t  Colonia Ju6rez

in  l9 l9  o r  l9 lB?

l9 lB .

l9 lB .  And where  d id  you go?

I  went  to  E l  Paso,  was mar r ied .

How long did you stay in El  Paso?

Two, three days.

And then where did you go?

Then I  went to l ' lesa. That 's where his home was and where his fami ' ly  was.

How long  d id  you  l i ve  in  Mesa?

Two years.

' , {here were you when Pancho Vi l ia was assassinated?

In  Co lon ia  Judrez .

You went back?

IYes.  ]

Do you remember what the feef ings were in the community when they found out

about  the  fac t  tha t  V i l la  had d ied?

Yes, very wel  I  .

What were the react ions?

We fel t  that  in a way he'd gotten his just  dues. But we were very sorry

tha t  i t  had  to  happen the  way i t  had.  Because he 'd  asked them,  he 'd  asked

to  have h is  work  done.  "Do someth ing  fo r  me, "  you  see,  he 'd  sa id .  But

you know, when he went back from leading the American soldiers,  Vou know.

Remember,  they sent the American soldiers into [Mexico] .

0h ,  the  pun i t i ve  exped i t i on .

[Yes .  ]
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fvly brother was a scout for that.

What was your brother 's name?

Lem.

Lem Spi l  sbury.

Yes, Lem Spi ' lsbury.  You said you saw a diaryr lou know, wr i t ten by him.

But  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  was  h is .  There  was another  scout  represent ing  another

ward .

hlhat was his name?

Dave Brown.  And I  th ink  i t  was  he .

They both served as scouts for  the Pershing expedi t ion,  for  the American

so l  d ie rs?

Yes. See, he had seven or eight represent ing each ward, one from each ward.

By ward, Jou mean a Mormon co' lony div is ion?

Yes, a l, lormon community was the ward.

What  d id  you hear  about  Pancho V i l la ' s  ac t i v i t ies  a f te r  the  Co lumbus Ra id?

He went back to Mexico a hero.  And that 's where we found out that  Salazar

was a  tu rncoat ,  because he  had ha ted  the  V i l l i s tas  and he 'd  worked aga ins t

them. But Vi l la had conquered America,  whipped the American Army, in that

ba t t le  o f  Camiza l  ,  you  remember .  So he 's  go ing  to  be  a  V i l l i s ta .

Sa lazar  became a  V i l l i s ta?

Yes,  he  was go ing  to  be  a  V i l l i s ta

he  saw,  jus t  l i ke  V i l l a  d id .

Why did Salazar hate Amerjcans?

l , ' l e l l ,  tha t ' s  another  l i t t le  s to ry .

favor,  the newspapers were ful l  of

and he was going to k i l l  every American
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fu l l  o f  h is  c rue l t ies ,  and o f  h is  way o f  never  tak ing  in to  cons idera t ion

whether a person was gui l ty.  He'd just  shoot them down. And they were

afraid of  h im. But when he came back, of  course, they were g ' lad,  in a

way, adding to the g1ory,  adding to THEIR g1ory,  for  the fact  that  he had

been so valorous, you know.

So, even his enemies respected him for having at tacked the United States?

Yes,  and fo r  e lud ing  the  Amer ican so ld ie rs .  They  were  there  a  year ,  hunt ing

for  h im.  And once they  go t  [very  c lose ] ,  accord ing  to  V i l la .  They  were  in

separate rooms, in a cave or someplace-- that  c lose together.  But the

Mex icans  wou ldn ' t  g ive  [h im]  away.  They  knew where  he  was a l l  the  t ime,

bu t  no t  one wou ld  ever  [ te l l  the ]  Amer icans .

I f  V i l la  had commi t ted  so  many a t roc i t ies  in  Western  Ch ihuahua,  why d id  the

Mexicans up and down the Sierra Madre, whV did they not te l l  on him? Why

did they protect  h im?

That 's what I  wondered. Because they found g' lory in his bravery,  and in

h is  successes ,  and in  the  th ings  tha t  he  a t tempted to  do .  And [he 'd ]  march

in to  a  c i ty ,  and jus t  l i ke  I  to ld  you yes terday ,  he  jus t  took  h is  Dorados

and marched in ,  . you  know,  w i th  a  whoop and a  ye ' I1 ,  and a  few shots ,  and

maybe set a house or two af i re or something, you know, and have people

scared. And they'd watch, to know when there'd be an opportune t ime to

do  th is ,  l i ke  he  d id  in  Co lumbus .  And  then  [he 'd ]  whoop  ou t  aga in .

Did you ever ta lk to Dave Brown?

0h"  many t imes.

Did Dave Brown ever te l ' l  you any stor ies about Vi l la?

0h,  yes  !

What did Dave Brown used to ta]  k about?
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He told about whi le he was in charge, he was sent to lead a detachment of

soldiers to a certain sect ion of  the country,  because they fel t  they might

run onto them there.  And he said,  before they'd been there very 1ong, why,

they found that the Mexicans were host i le to them. They wouldn' t  one of

them te l l  a  th ing  on  V i l la .  They  knew where  he  was,  and i f  they 'd  ever  see

[h im] ,  f they  were ]  jus t  mum,  they  wou ldn ' t  say  any th ing .  So he  k ind  o f  to ld

them off, in a way. He said they had come down here to get that man to

pun ish  h im.  And,  so  then they  tu rned hos t i le  to  Dave.  "So hos t i le , "  he  sa id ,

" that  I  thought I 'd better get out."  And when he got out,  he went on the

run. And he said there were a few shots f i red around him when they saw he

was ou t  on  the  run .  But  he  go t  back  and he  d idn ' t  havedn11J116. .  d i f f i cu l t ies

with them. But he made a big story out of  every incident that  he had. A

lo t  o f  i t ,  we  fe l t ,  was  more  o r less . . .happened  in  h is  m ind .

That  i t  was  embel l i shed?

Yes.  He jus t  had a  good way o f  exp ' la in ing  a  th ing ,  you  know,  tha t  wou ld

make h im the  b ig  guy ,  and a l l  the  res t  o f  them do ing  what  he  sa id .

What  o ther  s to r ies  do  you reca l l  tha t  he  used to  te l l?  Any  in  par t i cu la r

abou t  V i l  l a?

H:  We]1 ,  no ,  no t  in  the  Army.  I  don ' t  remember  any  more .  But  when he  go t

ou t ,  he  thought  he  ought  to  wr i te  h is  exper iences  and te l l  o f  tha t .  He

says  tha t  he  went  to  B lack jack  Persh ing ,  they  ca l led  h im.  He went  to  h im

and he  says ,  "You ' l I  never  ca tch  V i I Ia . "  He  sa id ,  "You  g ive  me a  week 's

s ta r t  l i ke  you gave V i l la ,  and pu t  me here  in  Mex ico ,  and you cou ld  hunt  fo r

100 years  and you 'd  never  f ind  me. "  And tha t  k ind  o f  vexed them,  you know,

to be told that ,  but  they knew i t  was true. They were afraid of  h im. And

so when Vi l la came back to be a hero [ in]  Mexico they al l  were afraid of
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him because they knew i f  he wanted to start  an upr is ing he could get a

fo ] low ing .  He ygas  a  na tura l  leader  o f  men,  and he  cou ' ld  ge t  a  fo l low ing .

And the Mexican government was afraid of  h im. They gave him a ranch.

In Northern Durango. 0kay, I  have a quest ion.  Do you have any idea where

most  o f  V i l la ' s  so ld ie rs  were  f rom?

Vi l  1a 's  so ld ie rs?

Yes.

Just around in the country here.

Are  you say ing  most ly  in  Ch ihuahua?

Most ly  in  Ch ihuahua.

What part  of  Chihuahua? Do you have any idea?

[ I t 'd ]  be . 'a round in  the  nor thern  par t ,  I  guess ,  because tha t ' s  where

he was;  I  don ' t  th ink  he  ever  went  ou t  o f  there  to  f igh t .

So you think they were most ly f rom the northern part  of  Chihuahua?

I  th ink  so ,  bu t  I 'm no t  sure  o f  tha t .  Bu t  he  p icked up  so ' ld ie rs .  0h ,  they

jus t  came runn ing  to  jo in  h is  t roops .

Is there anything that dist inguished a Mexican from the mountains,  f rom the

sierra,  f rom l t4exicans in the rest  of  the state? Are there any dist inguishing

character ist ics about someone from, say,  Cd. Guerrero or Namiquipa or

Tomdchic or Temdsachic,  any of  those areas? Can you think of  anything that

migh t  re la te?

Anything that would dist inguish which bir th place they came from?

Either what place they came from or is there anything col lect ively that

d is t ingu ishes  peop le  f rom tha t  a rea?

Wel l ,  I ' l l  te ' |1  you what  the i r  genera l  idea  was- - tha t  the  peop le  ra ised  in

the  mounta ins  were  no t  a f ra id  o f  r i sks  and runs .  And they  were . . .we ca l led
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' em braver  peop le ,  because when i t  came to  a  ques t ion ,  they 'd  f igh t .  Some

others  wou ' ld  run  ra ther  than f igh t .  And i f  there 's  any  d is t inc t ion ,  tha t ' s

the  on ly  one I  cou ld  name-- tha t  you  cou ld  te l ' l  i t  in  the i r  charac ter is t i c ,

in  the  th ings  they  d id .

Now, you spoke Spanish even as a young ' lady,  
r ight?

Yeso I  s tud ied  Span ish .  But  I  never  learned to  speak  i t  we l l  because I

don ' t  hean.  And when they 'd  answer  me back ,  i t  a l l  sounded l i ke  one b ig

long word .  (Chuck les)  I  cou id  read i t .

Cou id  you ever  d is t ingu ish  the  Span ish  spoken by  the  peop le  in  the  mounta ins

f rom o ther  k inds  o f  Span ish?

Yes,  occas iona l ' l y .  Bu t  i t  wasn ' t  too  ev ident .

But,  why was i t  d i f ferent? What made their  Spanish di f ferent?

We]1, the th ings that they were surrounded [by]  were cal led [by]  d i f ferent

fnames] to other people.  And the people l ived in the mountains were without

some of the pr iv i ' leges that they had in the val leys.

Tel l  me something. You say the men from the mountains were braver.  Now,

is i t  just i f iable to extend this to the women? Were the women harder,  do

you th ink ,  o r  no t?

H:  I ^ le i1 ,  I  don ' t  know about  tha t .  They  went  where  the i r  men to ld  'em to ,  and

did what they did.  But they were near jy always afraid.

E :  0kay .  Mrs .  Hatch ,  cou ld  you te l l  us  about  your  b ro ther  Lem Sp i lsbury  and

Pancho V i l la  a t  a  d i f fe ren t  t ime dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion? Say around l912 a t

the t ime of  the Mormon exodus from Chihuahua. Do you have recol lect ions

about that?

Yes,  tha t  he  knew Pancho V i l la .  He spoke o f  h im as  Pancho when he  ta lked

of  h im.  Andtha t ' s  about  what  we a l l  ca l led  h im,  too .  He knew Lem,  he  ca l led
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him by name, by Lem. And he was l iv ing in Pearson when the exodus came.

h lho  was l i v ing  in  Pearson?

Lem.  And he  d idn ' t  go ;  we i l ,he  came r igh t  back  w i th  the  t roops ,  came r igh t

back to guard what was lef t  of  the property.  He had to march of f  and leave

that.  They had the store and they had the sawmi. l l  and a lot  of  th ings that

needed protect ion.  He was one of  the ones chosen to help wi th that .  In

order  to  keep i t  go ing ,  he  took  a  f re igh t ing  iob .  That  i s  tak ing  a  van o f

some kind and would go to Cd. Judrez or Deming or somewhere and get th ings

that they needed. And on his way he had to pass through La Ascencidn. And

he met him near ly every t ime he went through there.

Lem met  V i l l a?

He rnet him.

What  d id  Lem use to  address  V i l la  by?  When Lem to ld  you these s to r ies ,  d id

he ever  say  what  he  use  to  ca l l  V i l la?

Pancho.

He 'd  ca l l  h im by  h is  f i rs t  name?

That ' s  how- -Pancho  V i l l a .

He 'd  addressh im by  h is  f i r s t?

I  never  d id  hear  h im.

0kay. So V' i1 ' la stopped Lem at La Asenc' io 'n.

Now did you want that  story about that  favor he did?

Sure ,  go  ahead,  te l  I  us .

Among h is  f i rs t  acqua in tences  w i th  Pancho V i l la  was when he  swept  th rough

the country on his way to La Ascencidn with his Dorados, and he selected

tha t  as  a  cho ice  p ' lace  fo r  a  t ra in ing  ground fo r  h is  men.  And pass ing

through there,  he always met them. And af ter  he had gone through Casas
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Grandes, he was teeth and toenai ls against  every red f lagger.  He'd shoot

them down as fast  as he could get them. In fact ,  when he got behind [ them],

he chased them out of  the country or shot them down. And when he asked Lem

how th ings  were  in  Casas  Grandes,  he  says ,  "Wel1 ,  i t ' s  ius t  l i ke  i t  was  when

you lef t . "  He says, "The same men are r ight  back in power."  He said,  "They

are l  You ' l l  have to  take  me back  down there . "  Lem says ,  " I  can ' t  do  tha t . "

I  th ink you to: ld us th is part icular story.  So in other words,  Lem did a

favor  fo r  Pancho V i l la ,  r igh t?

Yes .

Now, what was the favor that  Vi l ' la did for  Lem?

When he got to El  Paso, when he got to Vi l la de Judrez,  there was word there

from Si lvestre Quevedo to come see him. Si lvestre Quevedo was in the hospi ta l

in  E l  Pasoo and he  sent  fo r  Lem.  And he  sa id ,  "You make regu la r  t r ips  ou t

there . "  He  sa id ,  " I ' l l  g i ve  you  $500  i f  you  b r ing  my  w i fe . "  Now,  h is  w i fe

I  th ink  was the  daughter  o f  the  manager  o f  the  San D iego Hac ienda.  I  th ink

he was the  fson- in - law]  o f  Don. . .we a lways  ca l led  h im Don So-and-So.  So he

sa id ,  we11 ,  he 'd  t r y .  He  d idn ' t  know whether  he  cou ld .  The  res t r i c t ions

a t  the  l i ne  were  ve ry . . .

S t r ingent .

Yeah.  Very  p roh ib i t i ve  in  ge t t ing  cer ta in  peop le  across .  But  he  took  her ,

anyway. Had her on the seat in the van with him when he got to La Ascencidn.

And the  f i rs t  th ing  Pancho sa id  a f te r  he 'd  asked about  the  cond i t ions  in

Chihuahua and in Cd. Judrez and Casas Grandes, he says, "Who do you [have]

w i th  you?"  And he  ha ted  to  te l l  h im tha t  i t  was  S i l ves t re  Quevedo 's  w i fe ,

because he  d idn ' t  know what  he 'd  do  w i th  her .  And he  was tempted to  l ie  to

h im,  te l l  h im i t  was  somebody he  d idn ' t  know.  But  he  dec ided f ina l l y  tha t
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the  bes t  way  to  ge t  a long w i th  Pancho V i l la  was te1 l  th inqs  jus t

the  way they  were .  So he  sa id ,  "That ' s  S i l ves t re  Quevedo 's  w i fe . "  "Br ing

her  down! "  he  sa id .  And Lem' looked a t  h im and he  says ,  "Remember ,  Pancho,

when I  d id  you a  favor?"  "Yes ,  I  do .  And I  to ld  you I 'd  do  one fo r  you . "

He says, "Then let  that  g i r l  go by."  That was the favor.

What  d id  V i l l a  say?

"Take her  a long. "

So he  le t  h im go by?

Yes.  "Jus t  take  her  a long. "  "Because, "  he  sa id ,  "you  to ld  me i f  I  needed

anyth ing ,  dh .y  favor ,  tha t  you  [wou1d]  he lp  me. "

Th is  i s  very  in te res t ing  to  me,  because you say  tha t  S i l ves t re  Quevedos 'w i fe

was the daughter of  the manager of  the Hacienda de San Diego.

I 'm provoked to  th ink . . . I  can ' t  remember  tha t  name.  We ca l led  h im Don So-and-So.

Is  i t  in  your  Co lon ia  Judrez  book?

I  be l ieve  j t  i s ,  bu t  I ' ve  wr i t ten  i t  up  in  so  many d j f fe ren t  p laces .

Jus t  a  second,  and we '1 . |  see  i f  we can f ind  i t  qu ick ly .  IPAUSE]  0kay ,  you

recol lected the name of the manager,  oF the mayordomo, of  the Hacienda

de San D iego.  What  was h is  name?

Don Jacobo Anchondo.

And you bel ieve that his daughter was the wife of  Si lvestre Quevedo?

That 's  the  way I  remember  i t  now,  tha t  he  was S i lves t re rs  fa ther - in - law.

So, do you have any recol lect ions about whether or not Si lvestre Quevedo

actua l l y  par t i c ipa ted  in  the  Revo lu t ion?

0h, i lV,  Ves. Do I  have any recol lect ions of  h im?

Yes.

Yes!  I t  was  he  tha t  k i l led  those th ree  Amer icans ,  jus t  about  the  t ime. . . jus t

H :

E :
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af ter the American soldiers lef t  the country.

Quevedo k i l led  th ree  Amer ican so ld ie rs?

Yes .

But  the  Amer icans  weren ' t  so ld ie rs?

No,  they  weren ' t  so ld ie rs .

l, lhat were doing there?

They were cowboys. I can give you their names; they were cowboys on the

Diamond A Ranch there.  And they had gone away and didn' t  come back--gone

away for the day, riding, Jou know. And somebody brought them the word

that they were probably k i l led.  And so they sent Lem to hunt them. And

he found f i rst  one man, then the other,where they'd been taken from their

horse .  They 'd  go t  across  the1 ine ,  you  see;  they  were  in  }hx ico .  And

the i r  horse  had been taken,  the i r  spurs ,  the i r  chaps ,  and the i r  sh i r t ,  and

their  hat ,  and their  gun. Everything that they could use, yoU knowo they'd

taken from them, [and] lef t  those three men [ tnere] .

How did Lem f ind out that  Si lvestre Quevedo did i t?

I^Jel l ,  the very day that we heard about the death of  these three men, Si lvestre

Quevedo with his t roop of  men came into our town. And he quartered his

horses in our stockyard to feed them. l^le always had shocks of corn, Vou

know,  and tha t ' s  about  a l l .  And they  were  there .  And the  men wa lk ing

around among themo they says, "There are three horses there that be' long to

Americans. You can tel l  by their  brand, you can tel l  by their  type."  They

weren ' t  l i ke  the  horses  tha t  the  so ld ie rs  were  r id ing .  And when la te r  they

were descr ibed by people there,  they said that  was Andrew Peterson's and

Bur ton  Jensen and Hugh Akerd 's  horses .

Who was the last  man?E:
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Hugh Akerd.

Those were the three cowboys that were kil led?

Those were the three boys that were k i l led.  Andrew Peterson lef t  a wi fe

wi th  seven ch i ld ren .

Were they Mormons?

Yes.  Yes ,  they  had l i ved  in  Co lon ia  D{az .  And Lem marr ied  a  g i r l  f rom

Colonia D{az,  so that he became very wel l  acquainted with al l  of  these men.

And they al l  went to work as cowboys on this Diamond A Ranch.

What did Lem do when he found out that  Quevedo's men had ki l led those three

Mormons ?

He d id  no th ing .  Noth ing  he  cou ld  do .  There  was

was  no th ing  tha t . . .S i l ves t re  I  th ink  was  k i l l ed

someth ing  about  S i l ves t re 's  death  the  o ther  day ,

That  he  d ied  dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion ,  tha t ' s  a l ' l  I

Tha t ' s  a l l .

Did you ever hear the name Rodrigo Quevedo?

Quevedo.  Yes ,  bu t  r igh t  now i t  doesn ' t  reg is te r

That 's 0kay. Mrs.  Hatch, what do you know about

Sal  azar?

no law to appeal  to.  There

by some man. You told me

d idn ' t  you?

know.

he was.

death of  Jos6 Inez

who

the

E
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He came to Colonia Judrez when his revolut ion was wrecked. And he'd been

the head of  the red f laggers, then he became a Vi l l is ta.  And then the war

was over  in  a  l i t t le  wh i le  and he  d idn ' t  have any  t roops  to  manage,  he

d idn ' t  have any  p1ace,  he  hadn ' t  made any  spec ia l  v ic to r ies ,  you  know,  tha t

could make him interest ing.  So he went back to Colonia Judrez for  refuge.

In what year?

In  19 . l3 ,  ' 12 , Quite ear ' ly  af ter  the exodus.
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hlhat do you know about his death?

He talked with Brother Bent ley.  He said he was very '  very much disappointed

and disgusted with the Revolut ion because i t  was peter ing out--peace was

coming--and he was not being ment ioned in any of f ice or anything, you know,

fo r  peace.  But  he  sa id  he 'd  le f t  h is  horse  and h is  ou t f i t  a t  a  ranch ou t

from Dubldn somewhere there.  He went to that  ranch and he'd lef t  h is team

there,  and they told him, "Yes, your horse is here.  You go r ight  in there

and they '1 i  te l ' l  you  about  i t . "  Bu t  he  never  came back .  That ' s  a l l  I  know.

But  he  was k i l led  r igh t  there  on  tha t  ranch.

So,  they  d idn ' t  know who d id  i t?

No,  we never  d id  f ind  ou t  any th ing  about  i t ,  except  tha t  he  ius t  d idn ' t  come

back ,  tha t rs  a l ' l  .  And they  found he 's  dead.

Did you ever hear anyone ment ion the fact  that  Salazar wanted to div ide the

I  ands?

No, I  don' t  happen to remember of  Salazar doing that.

E: I^Jho ment ioned i t?

IPAUSE]

E: So you say that Salazar had helped destroy the town? Which town?

H: I , ' le l l ,  what else wou' ld destroy i t  besides have everybody walk out? Just  get

up and go, and gave them about 24 hours not ice.

E: Salazar made everybody leave?

H:  Yes .

E:  0h ,  you ' re  ta lk ing  now about  the  Mormon exodus?

H:  Yes .

E: And i t  was Salazar that  made them leave?

H:  He is  the  one tha t  fo rced the  issue.

39
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So, later on dur ing the Revolut ion he came back?

After he saw the revolut ion was fai l ing and the soldiers had come in to

capture  V i l  la .

How many Mormons were st i l l  lef t  in the area?

Left there?

Yes .

0h, they var ied in number,somewhere around a hundred.

How did the Mormons react to Salazar 's return?

Just turned in and helped him.

They helped him?

Just  as  much as  they  cou ' ld ,  they  he lped h im.  That ' s  why  I  say ,  I 'd  l i ke

to know what was in HIS mind, when he fe ' l t  that  he had done al l  he could

to destroy that .  He stood.. .when he saw one wagon or one trainload of

people ready to march out he stood and harangued them, you know, that lvlexico

was for Mexicans and the United States was for gr ingos, and for the gr ingos

to get out,  and get out as quick as they could.  And they were going.

Then af ter  the exodus, he came into town. And we had more people

there,  and we had a gr ist  mi ' |1 r ight  below town that had furnished f lour

for al l  the country.  So that was the f i rst  p lace that these soldiers would

go to when they went through, [ to]  get  f lour,  you knowo to camy of f .  And

then they got to taking part of the machinery with them until they destroyed

the  mi l l .  And the  las t  t ime I  was  down there  there 's  one wa l l  s tand ing  o f

i t ,  but  not now. But i t  was a prosperous l i t t le town with about seven or

e igh t  hundred  peop le  l i v ing  in  i t .

Why do you think Salazar hated Americans so much?

Wel l ,  because V i l la  d id .  He d idn ' t  ha te  the  Amer icans  so  much,  except

E :

H:
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that  he  d idn ' t  want  any  gr ingos  in  l lex ico .  But  when he  became a  V i l l i s ta ;

V i l la . . . you  know why he  ha ted  the  [Amer icans ] .  So  [Sa lazar f  jus t  adopted

h is  I fee l  ings ] .

E :  Mrs .  Hatch ,  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about  another  person tha t  you  ment ioned a

whi ' le ago, the person that you ci te here in the book as Don Jacobo Anchondo.

What do you remember about him or his fami ly?

41

H: That he was very favored, much favored by Terrazas. And he was given charge

of a great sect ion of  the country there and was given [ the Hacienda de] San

Diego as his headquarters.  [There is st i ] ' l ]  the remnant of  the beaut i fu l

cas t le  they  bu i l t  fo r  h im to ' l i ve  in .  You know,  they  bu i ld  them in  a

square shape with [ the]  center for  k ind of  a pat io and a graden and tr immings

and decorat ions,  Jou know, for  the place.

D id  he  l i ve  we ' l l ?

L ived we ' l l .  That  was  bu i l t  espec ia l l y  fo r  h im.  And there  were  rows o f

adobe houses bui l t  for  h is pe6n, the ones that worked for him. And he had

daughters, and I remember very well the carriage that was provided for them.

Beaut i fu l  carr iage with a top,  Jou know, and with f r inge al l  around the edge

of the top and with plush seats.  That was a gorgeous af fa i r .

How many daughters did he have?

They had two or three.

Were they al l  mamied?

} , |e l l ,  I  th ink  one was mar r ied  to  S i l ves t re .  But  I  don ' t  know who the  o thers

were. I  th ink they al l  were marr ied,  J€s,  but not when I  knew them.

Did you actual ly see his headquarters there at  the Hacienda de San Diego?

Yes !

D id  you see the  l i t t le  adobe houses  tha t  you ' re  ta lk ing  about?
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Yes.

What were those adobe houses l ike,  the ones that belonged to the peones?

Just ordinary adobe houses--with just a room here and a room there and a room,

another  one.  Jus t  a ' long  s t r ing  o f  houses .  And one room wou ld  house a

fami 1y.

They were one room affairs?

Yes.

What k ind of  f loors did they have?

t r .

H :
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Wel l ,  somet imes dir t  f loors and sometimes they had lumber when

get i t .  Lumber was easier to get then.

Did you ever know any of  these peones that l ived there on the

I know the two that my father bought.

Do you remember their names?

they could

Abraham. . .seems to  me l i ke  h is  name was Gonz6 ' lez ,  bu t  I 'm no t  sure .  The

hac ienda ?

But they were Abraham

in  our  fami ly  tha t

Diego? Do you remember

of land down there forH :

other  was Chon,and I  can ' t  remember  h is  las t  name.

and Chon to us.  And they became just  l ike brothers

d idn ' t  l i ve  w i th  i t .

Did they ever become Mormons?

No.

What else do you remember about the Hacienda de San

what they used to grow?

Yes. Ivty brother-in-law rented two or three sections

several  years.

He was a Mormon, r i  ght?

Yes .

And he would actual ly rent land from this hacienda?
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H: Yes, f rom the

cane, because

What was the

Corn .

Corn .

hac ienda .

we made it

major crop

And he 'd  ra ise  corn  and cane.  We ra ised a  lo t  o f

in to  mo lasses .

of  the hacienda, the most important one?

E:

[0n  Anchondo 's  land. ]  Bu t  when my bro ther - in - law

what he wanted. And he always had what he cal led

He always raised a big patch of  watermelons.

Do you remember what the terms were, the terms by

rented out?

Now, just  as Don Jacobo was a favor i te

have any favor i tes that  he would t reat

Any managers or caporales?

I wouldn' t  know that.  There were some

know.

rented, why, he p ' lanted

a watermel on

which the land was

d id  he ,  h imse l f

the hacienda?

H:

No.  But  I  th ink  i t  was  a  por t ion  o f  [what  he  ra ised] ,  you  know.

0h, he would pay him back with a port ion of  the crops?

[Yes. ]  Bu t  I  don ' t  know what  por t ion .

Do you have any idea i f  Don Jacobo al lowed his peones to rent part  of  the

land for themselves?

No! They worked for the company. They worked wherever they could and [they]

had to buy from their  central  store.  And Tike I  to ld you, they got behind

every month.

That 's  the  t ienda de  raya .

[Yes.]  But that 's where my father got these two [men],  f rom the [Hacienda

de l  San D iego.

t r .

H:
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of  Lu is  Temazas,

espec ia l l y  we l l  on

I 'm sure  tha t  he  d id ,  bu t  I  wou ' ldn ' t
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Do you have any idea more or less how many

Wel1,  there were eight or 10 rooms [ for  the

that took care of  the hacienda.

peones l ived on that hacienda?

peop le  who l  l i ved  r igh t  there ,

E igh t  o r  l0  rooms.

E igh t  o r  10  rooms.  In  each room l i ved  a  fami ly .

Ah. Did Don Jacobo ever hire Mexicans from the Casas Grandes region to come

work  on  h is  hac ienda?

I don' t  know where he got them. [ I f ]  there was anybody that had to have

work,  he was placed where he could do i t .

Th is  conc ludes  the  second fu l1  in te rv iew w i th  Mrs .  Ne l le  Sp i l sbury  Hatch .
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Mrs. Hatch you l ived through some very di f f icul t  and tumultuous t imes dur ing

the Revolut ion.  Could you tel l  us about what year th jngs started to get

better or return to some semblance of normaicy in Casas Grandes for the

Mormon col  onists?

We1l,  i t  never did get very bad for them. That is,  they'd come into our

town, you know, wi th their  threats and so forthn and want th is and that--

that  we didn' t  have, J/ou know, that  they'd already taken from us, you see.

So they  d idn ' t  harm us .  But  we had one inc ident . . .now I  don ' t  know

whether th is wou' ld be interest ing or not.

E

H

E

H

Go ahead and tel l  us.

An apos t le  o f  our  church  bu i l t  a

a  p ic tu re  o f  i t  in  th is  [book  on ]

into the Hatch fami ly.

That ' s  your  husband 's  fami ly?

beaut i fu l  home in  Co lon ia  Ju i rez .  There 's

Co lon ia  Judrez .  And h is  daughter  mar r ied

[Yes . ]  He wasn ' t  my husband then.  I  was  teach ing  schoo l ,  and he  was

marr ied  and had f i ve  ch i ld ren .  And l the  apos t le 's ]  son- in -Jaw mar r ied

into the Croft  fami ly,  [ t f r ts]  h is Hatch boy. So that when the son was out

of  the way, then grandpa Hatch went over and used the place. And he'd take

his horses over and let  them feed on the weeds around in that  orchard

around the home. He took them over,  took his horses over one Sunday morning.

And he knew every t ime he went over there that someone had been in ' loot ing.

See,  there  was no  law to  p ro tec t  any th ing ,  bu t  there  was a  lo t  o f  loo t ing .

Get into the house and he knew that they were loot ing i t .  This morning

when he went in he could te l l  there was someone in the house now. So he

turned the horses loose, took care of  them, and just  stood in the door

wait ing t i l l  they came down; he could hear them upstairs.  When [ the woman
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that was there]  say1 there Was an American there,  whY, she dropped.. .had her

apron fu11 o f  th ings  tha t  she 'd  p icked up  here  and there ,  YoU know,  in  the

house. And he said someht ing under his breath (chuckles),  something about

an S0B that were in there robbing us,  you know. And she iust  went by him

on the run, went across the street,  and then her husband came r ight  back

after.  He says, "Wh.y did you ca' I1 my wife an S0B?" You know what that  is

don ' t  you?  (Chuck les )

Sure , Ibe l ieve Ido .

You be l ieve  you do !  (Chuck les)  And he  says ,  " I  d idn ' t . "  And he  says '

"Don ' t  l i e  to  me! "  And he  had a  b ig  hammer  in  h is  hand and he  th rew i t

a t  h im.  And i t  t i cked h is  ear ,  [bu t  he ]  had dodged i t .  Then he  saw h is

hammer hadn' t  done any good work,  so he reached for a rock,  and he picked

up a rock,  too.  But they both came up and they were c lose enough to get

i t  i f  they could have struck each other wi th the rock.  They held the rocks

up l ike th is,  but  Brother Hatch threw f i rst  and hi t  the man in the head

and ki l led him. And, f f iV,  what a commotion that made in the town.

Inlas that  the only t ime a Mormon had ki l led a Mexican in the area?

0h,  the  on ly  t ime.  And tha t  was  to  k i ' | l  to  keep f rom be ing  k i ' l l ed .

What relat ion was this person to you af ter  you mamied into the Hatch fami ' ly?

He was my fa ther - in - law.

Your  fa ther - ' in - law.

My father- in- law, and he had three grown sons there in town. Wel1,  he saw

what a commotion.. .  0h,  they just  swarmed out f rom every place with rocks

and c lubs  and any th ing  they  cou ld  use  to  h i t  w i th r  lou  know.  They  came

out  sc reaming,  you know,  "K i l l  the  Mormons!  K i l l  tha t  o ld  man! "  And wh i le

he jus t  wa lked away,  and they  d idn ' t  say  any th ing  about  i t .
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What  year  was th is?  Do you reca l l?

This was in 19. |3.  I t  was a week af ter  I  got  down there.  And I  was scared

st i f f .  I  was scared, I  was just  scared al l  the t ime. I  had younger brothers

and s is te rs  tha t  jus t  went  there  a l l  a round everywhere ,  d idn ' t  pay  a t ten t ion ,

[ they went]  anyplace. And I  just  knew every t ime they lef t  that  they'd be

ki l led.  And when this came up, why, they went over and amested these three

sons .

What three sons?

The man 's  son,  Grandpa Hatch 's  sons .  lThey ]  a r res ted  [ the  man]  who la te r

became ny  husband.  He sa id  they 'd  ho ld  them unt i l  they  found tha t  o1d man;

because they  cou ldn ' t  f ind  h im,  he  jus t  d isappeared,  nobody knew where  he

was.  But  oh ,  what  a  commot ion !  I t  was  a  day  o f  te r ro r  fo r  us ,  and espec ia l l y

for me, who was already fr ightened. But they kept them in there.  But we

had a man in town, Lonzo Taylor,  that  af terwards became my brother- in-1aw,

and he knew the Mexican people better than they knew themselvesn near ly.

And he was a master hand at  handl ing them and talk ing to them and gett ing

them to see the point  that  he wanted them to see. And he handled them al l

day .  They  cou ldn ' t  do  any th ing .  He sa id ,  "These boys  herer  )ou  cou ld  ho ld

them fo rever  and tha t  won ' t  ge t  tha t  o ld  man.  He 's  gone someplace and

dropped ou t  o f  s igh t ,  and no th ing  you can do . "  So they  jus t  sa t  and argued

a l l  day  long .

Wel l , towards  even ing  a  man knocked on  our  door ,  and he  was a  mean- look ing

fel low. And he said,  " I  got  some note f rom that place up there where they've

been ho ld ing  those boys  pr isoner . "  He says ,  "They ' re  go ing  to  g ive  you one

ha l f  hour  to  f ind  tha t  o ld  man.  And i f  a t  the  end o f  tha t  t ime you haven ' t

found h im,  they ' re  go ing  to  s ta r t  to  k i l l  and  burn . "  And someth ing  jus t

F .
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st ra igh tened up  ins ide  o f  me;  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  i t  in  the  wor ld ,  because I

was jus t  as  f r igh tened as  a  person cou ld  be .  Someth ing  ius t  s t ra igh tened

up,  dnd I  wa lked over  to  h im and looked h im r igh t  in  the  eye  and I  says ,

"They  can ' t  do  i t . "  And you know,  he  ius t  me l ted .  I t  was  ius t  in t im ida t ion ,

you know. I f  he could get everybody scared, why there'd be something pop

up somewhere. And I  just  says,  "They can' t  do i t . "  He iust  melted. l ' le1 ' l  ,

I  never was scared again.  Never was scared again!

Then r igh t  a f te r  tha t ,  V i l la  was  so  de termined to . . .  A  man who was as

popu lar  in  the  south  as  V i l la  was in  the  nor th ,  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  h is  name.

He later became president of  Mexico.

IPAUSE]

E:  We ' re  ta l  k ing  about  A l  varo  0bregdn,  then.

H:  Obregdn was V i l la ' s  r i va l .  He knew when he  grew so  fas t  in  pub l i c  op in ion

you know,  po1 i t i ca11y ,  Papers  were  fu l l  a round our  sec t ion  o f  the  count ry

wi th  the  v ic to r ies  tha t  V i l la  was hav ing ,  and then they  were  a lso  te l l ing

what  0bregdn was do ing .  So V i l la  knew tha t  he  had to  wh ip  h im in  onder  to

gain the favor of  the whole nat ion.  Then he was sure that the Uni ted States

would recognize him as the leader down here.  Up to date,  i t  was ei ther he

or Carranza. So they decided to meet at  Celaya. You know labout that ] .

E :  Yes ,  I  know about  tha t .

H :  We l l ,  tha t ' s  where  V i l l a  met  h is  Wate r loo .  He 'd  been  used  to  us ing  h is

Dorados, Vou know, to just  rush in and take everybody by surpr ise and then

rush ou t  aga ' in .

E :  What  was happen ing  in  Casas  Grandes a t  th is  t ime?

H:  Noth ing ,  no th ing .  Jus t  one red- f iagger  a f te r  another  was in  charge.  Some

of them were ornery wi th us--not k indr Vou know--but nothing was ser ious.

4B
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And some were our f r iends.

Mrs.  Hatch, the' last  t ime we spoke, we talked about the pedn system there

in Casas Grandes. And you stated that you thought that  that  was one of  the

reasons for the outbreak of  the Revolut ion.

I  do  th ink  so .

Now, can you remember anything else about th is,  about the discontent of  these

peop le?  How d id  i t  man i fes t  i t se l f?

They d idn ' t  dare  man i fes t  i t  o r  say  any th ing  in  pub l i c .  Whatever  was sa id

was just  in pr ivate.  And they'd ta lk to us occasiona' l ' ly ,  but  they were very

careful  about what they said.  We had one young man run away from his father,

who was a school teacher,  a country schoo' l teacher.

A Mexican?

Yes.  [He]  t i ved  down south  near  Mex ico  C i ty .  And he  d idn ' t  have a  iob .

He had a  fami ly  o f  19  ch i ld ren  and he  was a  count ry  schoo l  teacher  and ab le

to make a fa i r  i ' iv ing for  them, but he had no work to give them when they

were out.  So there was nothing for [h im] to be but a pgd._.  So this boy ran

away and he hid for  three months whi le they wer e hunt ing him. Then he worked

his way north and got up into Chihuahua, and ran onto an American who had

taken a contract  to help work the rai l road, some kind of  road work they

were doing there.  And he went to work for  them. Wel l ,  they were di f ferent

peop ' le  [ than]  he 'd  ever  seen be fore .  They  d idn ' t  smoke,  they  d idn ' t  d r ink ,

they  d idn ' t  swear ;  and he  sa id ,  tha t  they  d jdn ' t  quar re l  w i th  each o ther .  The

daughter that  was there w' i th the man, her father,  he thought she was an

ange1,  she was l igh t  complex ioned,  Vou know,  And he  jus t  fe l l  fo r  her .

When the contract  was over and they moved back to Colonia Judrez,  he

asked to go with them. And when he came into Colonia Judrez,  he was about

E
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a boy about 
. l5,  

16 years old.  Just  as soon as he got there he asked to

know something more about our church, and he became a Mormon, and was

bapt ised .  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  the  day ,  i t  was  so  impor tan t  to  us .  As  soon

as they are bapt ised, then they're conf i rmed and made members of  the church.

In the meet jng where that happened, we had a old patr iarch there who stood

up and spoke in  tongues,  and had us  a l l  spe l ' lbound.  And nobody cou ld

in te rpre t  i t  so  he  in te rpre ted  i t  h imse l f .  We cou ld  te l l  he  was ta lk ing

about the young man that had been conf i rmed. He told him what an inf luence

he was going to be among his own people and that he needed k: indness and he

needed help and he needed understanding, which we al1 promised to do. And

he stayed there and he marr ied an American gir l .

And as soon as he got through the eighth grade, then the pr incipal  of

our  schoo ' | ,  Bro ther  Wi lson ,  le t  h im teach enough to  keep h im go ing ,  JOU

know, and study at  the same t ime, so that he got a high school  educat ion.

And as  soon as  he 'd  go t ten  a  h igh  schoo l  educat ionn he  took  h is  w i fe  and

ch i ld ren  and went  to  Utah ,  and go t  a  degree in  [ the ]  co ' l lege  in  Logan.  He

had become so enamored of  the work and the teachers that  worked with him

[ l i ked  h im very  much] ,  because he  was so  ambi t ious ,  and he  was so  w i l l i ng

to do whatever he couid to heip,  and to take care of  the fami ly,  a growing

l i t t le  fami ly  l i ke  tha t ,  keep up  w i th  h is  work  and do  h is  work .  They

thought he was a marvel  .  They sa' id,  "Whj,  we can place you anyplace. We

can put you any one of  s ix p1 aces when you get through here.  "

Wel l ,when he got through and they tr ied to f ind those places, every

one of  them turned him down, found some reason why he didn' t  have enough

cred i ts  o f  th is  o r  he  lacked someth ing ,  you  know.  When i t  came to

the  las t  one, they  came back  to  repor t  to  h im,  he  says ,  "You don ' t  need to
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te l l  me. "  He says ,  " I  know why they  don ' t  h i re  me.  I 'm a  Mex ican. "  So he

moved from Utah into New Mexico and got work there, and he worked up there

jus t  l i ke  he  had in  Utah .  And he  deve loped the  Mex ico  p in to  bean wh i le  he

was there .  I t  d idn ' t  add any th ing  to  h is  wea l th  o r  any th ing  because he  was

working for a company, but i t  made a name for him, so that i t  ' roused

jea lousy .  Then peop le  began ca l l ing  h im a  Mormon,  and they  weren ' t  gonna

s tand  fo r  h im hav ing  th is  pos i t i on  and  tha t  pos i t i on 'cause  he  was  a

Mormon.  And then h is  w i fe  ie f t  h im.

! ' lhy did his wi fe leave him?

She jus t  cou ldn ' t  s tand the  d isc r im ina t ion  aga ins t  h im.

D id  they  have any  ch i ld ren?

Seven.  And one d ied ,  I  th ink .  She le f t  h im and he  went  in to  Ar izona.  And

he thought,  " I^ le l l ,  I 've been denied a posi t ion once because of  my race and

another  one because o f  my re l ig ion .  I  th ink  I '1 . l  go  back  to  Mex ico ,  where

I  came f rom."  So as  he  went  a long,  he  wro te  th is  in  h is  [d ia ry ] ,  h is

s to ry  o f  h is  l i fe .  ( I ' ve  go t  tha t  book  ready  to  go  to  the  press  soon as

I  get some money.)  He said he remembered that the president of  stake,

Bro ther  Ivan ,  says  to  h im,  "Manr ique,  wouJd you l i ke  to  be  happy?"  "Sure . "

" l , ' l ou ld  you  l i ke  to  be  r i ch?"  "Sure . "  " I t ' s  i n  your  hands . "  Do  i t  yourse l f ,

he  meant .  So he  sa id ,  " I  looked a t  my hands,  then,  and tha t ' s  a l l  I  d id

have. "  Jus t  h is  hands .  He 'd  had a  w i fe  and seven ch i ' ld ren ,  and he 'd  go t

h is  co l ' lege  degree,  he 'd  made th is  deve lopment ,  Vou know,  there ,  so  tha t

he  was we l l  qua l i f ied  in  lo ts  o f  ways .  And he  went  back  and tha t ' s  a l l  he

had--what he knew and his hands. And he went back to Dubl i {n and rented a

l i t t le piece of  land. And with the money that he saved of f  that ,  he rented

a b igger  p iece  the  nex t  year .  He f ina l l y  bought  a  p lace .  And he  d ied  ius t
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a few months  ago- -95  years  o ld '  94 ;  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  [a ]  s taunch

Mormon. And he wrote in there,  " I 've been preaching the law of  r ighteous

farming."  And he knew hoi , t  to do everything.

Do you remember his last name?

Manr ique Gonz6 lez .  Gonz i lez .  That ' s  qu i te  a  common name.  That  was h is  name.

Do you know where he was from or ig ina' l ly?

Wel l ,  I  ought  to  know,  bu t  I  don ' t .  I t ' s  sou th ,  down near  Mex ico  C i ty .

When d id  he  go  up  to  Ch ihuahua f i rs t?

He went  up  there  in  about ,  oh ,  
. |9 . |5 .

Dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion?

Yes.  Yes ,  dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion .  And he  l i ved  around w i th  peop le '  you

know, t i l l  he got maruied and got him a home of his own. He was iust

amb i t ious ,  tha t ' s  a l l .

Yes .  Bu t  she  cou ldn ' t  s tand  tha t  d isc r im ina t ion ,  Jou  know,  so  she  le f t  h im.

l^ lere there many cases of  intermarr iage between American Mormons.. .

Not  then.  I t ' s  more  common now.  But  no t  then;  tha t  was  very  unusua l .

About how many cases of  that  k ind of  intermamiage do you know of today?

l^ le] l ,  he and his brother.  His brother Andrds came. Do you know more?

Not at  that  t ine.  I  know that his brother Andrds Gonz{ lez marr ied Minnie

Spencer,  then Crenna marr ied Albert  Alvarez.  Those are the on' ly three that

I can remember.

Mrs.  Knudsen, how do you think these coup' les got along?

I  th ink  we go t  a long a l l  r igh t ,  Mormons.

H:

E :

H:

E :

H:

*K :

E: Where was h' is wi fe f rom? Nas she from the colonies?

*  Mrs .  Knudsen,  Mrs .  Hatch 's  daughter .
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Madeleine, do you think there was ever any problem on the part  of  the wives,

as  fa r  as  exper ienc ing  d isc r im ina t ion  or  how they  took  i t  o r  th ings  l i ke  tha t?

I  don' t  know. Now in the case of  one, the husband was not a member of  the

church ,  and tha t ' s  a lways  a  p rob ' lem,  no  mat te r  what .  Now,  in  the  cases  o f

the two Gonzl lez brothers,  I  don' t  th ink i t  had any ef fect  whatsoever.  Now

I  don ' t  know Manr ique 's  f i rs t  w i fe ,  I  jus t  know h is  second w i fe ,  Reg ina ,

and the  f ine  ch i ld ren  they  ra ised.  They 've  jus t  go t  the  love ' l ies t  ch i ld ren .

One o f  the i r  daughters  L i l ia  i s  our  Re l ie f  Soc ie ty  p res ident  in  the  ward

r igh t  now.

Was Regina then also of  Mexican descent?

Reg ina  was Mex ican,  I  never  d id  know about  h is  f i rs t  w i fe .

Was Regina born a Mormon?

Mother,  was Regina born a Mormon? Manrique's second wife,  Reg' ina,  was she

born a member of the church?

0h ,  no t  born .

Did he convert  her?

He converted her.  And his fdaughter]  is  the president of  the Rel ief  Society

here  now,  in  E l  Paso.

Have there ever been any abrasions between Mexican Mormons and Anglo Arer ican

Mormons down in the colonies themselves?

Wel l ,  not  that  I  know of .  Now I  know our f r : iend Moroni  th ' inks there's a

grea t  dea l ,  and has  vo lumes o f  i t  in  h is  hear t  tha t  he  resents .  I  was  no t

aware  o f  i t .  That ' s  my count ry ,  jus t  l i ke  th is  i s .  When they  p lay  the

Mexican nat ional  anthem, I  get  goose bumps just  l ike I  do when I  hear the

United States anthem, because that was my country,  I  was born there.  And

I  love  the  peop le ,  I  love  the  cus toms.  I  don ' t  ever  want  to  ge t  very  fa r
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away from i t .  I  never did feel  any of  that ,  but  there are some who do.

I t 's  hard for  me to see i t ,  but  I  know that there are some very s incere

fee l ings  o f  d isc r im ina t ion ,  and I  don ' t  unders tand them myse l f .  Bu t  as  fa r

as these marr iages [are]  concerned, gui te a few of  the younger people now'

when they go away to school ,  intermarry racial1y,  and their  marr iages are very

success fu l  and so  fo r th .  I  th ink  i t  does  cause a  s t ra in  when you mix  cu l tu res .

I f  you  cou ld  keep the  same cu l tu re  and the  same re l ig ion ,  there 's  a  s t ra in

on any marr iage when you have al l  of  those in common, iust  put t ing a man and

a woman together.

Do you think i t  would be fair  to say that there's more of  a chance for

conf l ic ts between two partners in a Mormon marr iage in the states than there

is  a  chance fo r  tha t  k ind  o f  con f l i c t  in  nor thern  Mex ico ,  fn  the  co lon ias_?

I  don ' t  know.  There  isn ' t  too  much in te rmar r iage o f  i t  in  Mex ico .

How did the elders feel  about th is k ind of  intermarr iage? Did they ever

try to disuade the part ies f rom i t?

I  th ink so,  just  l ike they do today. They give sound counsel  to marry

wi th in  your  cu l tu re  and as  near  as  you can.

But you feel  that  i t 's  most ly based on iust  that  fact  that  you get along

eas ie r  w i th in  your  own cu l tu re ,and i t ' s  no t  a  d isc r im ina tory  th ing?

Not  a t  a l l .  The on ly  th ing  is  tha t  the  church  f rowns aga ins t  b reak ing  up  o f

fami l ies .  The fami ly  i s  cons idered the  most  bas ic  and per fec t  un i t  in  the

church ,  and the  who le  church  is  se t  up  to  he lp  the  fami ly .  And i f  you

s tar t  ou t  w i th  your ,  we l l ,  maybe jus t  your  hear t  and no t  th ink ing  o f  what

can  happen ,  be  a  l i t t l e  more  matu re ' in  your  th ink ing . . .  Any th ing  tha t

causes a stress on the fami ly or the chi ldren, l ike maybe marrying into the

negro  race  or  someth ing ,  i t ' s  a  hard  th ing  fo r  the  ch i ld ren  to  g row up under .

K :
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And i t ' s  pure ly  fo r  these reasons  tha t  th is  counse l  has  been g iven, tha t  I

know o f .  That ' s  rny  unders tand ing .  Because the  church  is  wor ldwide .  Our

miss ionar ies  go  a l l  over  the  wor ld ,  we have a lmost  30 ,000 now.  They ' re

bound to mamy peop' le that  they meet or see. Even though they don' t  socia ' l ize

l ike that ,  Vou get to know people by working with them. And then they come

home and start  a correspondence, and pret ty soon here comes the gir i  and

they get marr ied,  and they're very successful  marr iages.

Le t  me ask  you someth ing ,  Mrs .  Knudsen.  How' long d id  you l i ve  in  the

co lon ies?

I t ' s  s t i l l  home.  I  don ' t  l i ve  the re  anymore  bu t . . .

When d id  you s top  1  i v ing  there  cont inuous ly?

Wel l ,  I  le f t  jus t  be fore  I  was  18  to  go  to  Br igham Young

four years and just  came home for v is i ts af ter  that .  And

American Air l ines as a stewardess,and I  met my husband.

When you were growing up there,  d id you ever know of any

Univers i ty .  I  went

I  went into the

clandest ine t rysts

or  meet ings  be tween or  da t ing  be tween. . .

0h,  yes.  There was some of that--some. Not widespread, but there was some.

But  i t  was  c landes t ine?

Wel '1,  Ves, because most ly because they were not members of  the church. And

i t  could have been some of the cul tures were di f ferent,  too.

Now, was this most ly between Mormons, or could i t  have been a case of

Mormon gir ls and non-Mormon Mexicans? Did that  a lso occurr?

l , , le l l ,  most of  the Mexican people that  at tended our school  were non-Mormons.

I t ' s  very . . .h igh  c red i ted  schoo l  in  the  s ta te ,  and the  peop le  who cou ld

a f fo rd  to  pay  the  tu i t ion  wou ld  l i ke  to  send the i r  ch i ld ren  there .

I t  was  ac tua l l y  cons idered an  e l i te  ins t i tu t ion?
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K: Wel l ,  I  guess. As far as northern Mexico was concerned at  that  t ime, there

were no other schools for  a whi le to compare with i t .  There certainly is

now and has been for many years.  But most ' ly  i t  was peop' le sending their

chi ldren to school  there who wanted them to get a good educat ion;  and i f

they would conform to our standards,  they were certainly welcome.

Idhat k ind of  fami ly backgrounds did your c lassmates come from, the ones of

Mexican descent?

We1],  I  remember one of  them was the governor 's son.

Do you remember his surname?

Yes, Tal  amantes.  [Rau' l  ]  Tal  amantes.

Does he now I  ive in Aguascal  ientes?

I  don ' t  know.  He was a f f l i c ted ,  and I  don ' t  know whether  he  was ab le  to

overcome tha t  o r  no t .  They  have med ic ines  now fo r  h is  a f f i i c t ion .

Th is  i s  very  in te res t ing ,  and I 'd  l i ke  to  make the  po in t  in  the  in te rv iew

that Governor Talamantes was extremeiy interested in agrar ian-related

issues  and the  agrar ian  aspec ts  o f  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion  in  Ch ihuahua.  He

was known for taking a deep interest  in ej ido problems af ter  the Revolut ion.

Jus t  to  make a  t ie - in ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  say  tha t  Franc isco  A lmada,  the  grea t

Ch ihuahua h is to r ian  and a lso  fo rmer  governor ,  to ld  me tha t  when he  d ied ,

Gustavo Talamantes had the let ter  f rom M{ximo Cast i l lo to Luis Terrazas,

te l l ing  h im tha t  he  was go ing  to  b low up some o f  h is  bu i ld ings  and hac iendas

there in the Casas Grandes region. So I  merely wanted to state that  I  f ind

i t  in t r igu ing  tha t  Governor  Ta lamantes '  son ,  Rau l ,  wou ld  have a t tended

schoo l  in  tha t  a rea ,and i t ' s  jus t  impress ive  how h is to ry  car r ies  on  f rom

one generat ion to the next and how the t ie- ins occur ever so f requent ly.

Te l l  me someth ing .  D id  these k ids  ever  ta lk  about  po l i t i cs  a t  a l l?

E :

E :
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Did  they  ever  exh ib i t  any  par t i cu la r  soc ia l  consc iousness?

Not that  I  know of.  The ones that went to school  when I  d id,  they were iust

real  good fun kids.  Lots of  fun to dance with.  You know, the Lat in dancers,

there 's  no th ing  l i ke  them in  the  wor ld .  h le  had dances  every  Fr iday  n igh t .

l ,Je didn' t  have footbal l  then, but they were good basketbal l  p layers and they

were good [ in]  t rack.  And some of them, when my mother taught journal ism, were

exce l len t  in  tha t ,  in  the i r  learn ing  o f  Eng l ish .  As  I  reca l l ,  they  came

f rom jus t  a lmost  a l l  wa l l (s  o f  l i fe ,  bu t  wou ld 've  had to  been peop le  who cou ld

a f fo rd  to  send ex t ra  tu i t ion .  Because we pay  our  t i th ing ,  wh ich  is  a  ten th

o f  our  earn ings ,  wh ich  goes  to  pay  teachers '  sa la r ies  and bu i ld  schoo ls  and

churches and so forth.  Those who do not belong to our church and pay t i th ing

wou l t l  na tura l l y  have to  pay  a  tu i t ion .  So i t  wou ld  be  the  fami l ies  tha t

cou ld  a f fo rd  the  tu i t ion .

E: Now, what percentage of  these kids would you say learned to speak Engl ish

we11,  these k ids  f rom the  Mex ican upper  c lass?

t^ le l l ,  they  cer ta in iy  had the  oppor tun i ty .  But  w i th  the  Eng l ish-speak ing  k ids

being able to speak Spanish, I  don' t  know whether they real1y mastered

i t  o r  no t ;  bu t  i t  was  cer ta in ly  the i r  oppor tun i ty  there .  They  learned to

use  i t  i n  the i r  s tud ies  and  so  fo f th ,  bu t . . .

Could you give me any examples of  what these kids went on to do later in

l i f e?

Wel1,  I  remember two of  them have [a]  a very f ine shoe store in Chihuahua

City.  I  have a f r iend here in town who kind of  keeps track of  these fel las

and knows what they do. I  know one of  them in Ascencidn has a store.

There's a pharmacist  over here in Zaragosa, Nueva Zaragosa, that  at tended

schoo l  there .
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E:  So they ' re  a l l  sor t  o f  m idd le  c ' lass  and upper  midd le  c ' lass  bus inessmen?

K: [Yes.]  They used their  educat ion to a good advantage.

E:  Very  in te res t ing .

IPAusE]

E:  Mrs .  Hatch ,  a l l  the  t ime tha t  you  spent  in  the  co lon ias  there  in  Ch ihuahua,

you must have come to a genera'l impression about the nature of the Mexican

people whom you've known. You must have formed some kind of ,  oh,  perhaps

a phi losophy of  sorts about how to dea' l  wi th them, how they act ,  and so

forth.  Could you summarize your feel ings?

H:  WeI l ,  par t i cu la r ly  my fa ther ,  he  a lways  sa id  he 'd  ra ther  t rus t  a  Mex ican

than he  wou ld  [an ]  Amer ican.  (Chuck les)  I f  they  sa id  they 'd  do  a  th ing ,

they 'd  do  i t .  I  never  had any  par t i cu la r  in te rcourse  w i th  them.  I ' ve

been  dea f  a l l  my  i i f e  and  I ' ve  m issed  a  lo t  o f  th i s  s tu f f  she 's  ta l k ing

abou t  - - tha t  i s ,  the  de ta i l s  o f  i t .

Tel l  me someth' ing.  Af ter the Revolut ' ion,  af ter  
' l920, you stayed there in

the  co lon ias?

5B

H

E

H

Yes.

What did you do?

Why, we would just  go to work and try to mend up al l  the th ings that had

been to rn  down.  The houses  were  a l l . . . sh ing ' les  cur l ing  and the  w indows

were broken. [A] good many of them had been burned and fences were down.

And al fa l fa f ie lds been tromped overr  lou know, and everything was down.

LJe just  went to work f ix ing up, and i t  took us l0 years.  I t  was, we had

an orchard that we bought.  In fact ,  in our turnover of  property. . .why, i t

was  k ind  o f  fo rced on  us ,  we d idn ' t  th ink  he  wanted  i t ,  bu t  i t  was  the

best th ing ever happened to us.  h|e got our f i rst  car load of  apples to take
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E:

to Mexico C' i ty in 1932. And i t  took that long, f rom'1920 to 1932, to get

started a l i t t le bi t  so that  we began to fee' l  that  we were l iv ing.  So we

had to do, f i rst  of  a l l ,  we had to f ix  up propert ies.  And we took the roof

o f f  o f  our  house ' cause the  sh ing les  were  cur l ing ,  and i t  was  eas ie r  to

just  take i t  of f  and make [an] Indian-type f lat  top,  Vou know.

Did many government of f ic ia ls used to come around and talk to the Mormons

there in the area?

0h ,  yes .

What would they talk about?

0h, about Mexico and the future of  Mexico and what the Lord had done for them

and what [He] was doing for them.

Did  they  ever  ta lk  about  re -d is t r ibu t ion  o f  land?

No.  No,  they  never  ta lked  o f  tha t .  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  was  the  sub jec t  tha t

they discussed anyplace except in po' l i t ical  c i rc les,  you know, where they

ta lked  o f  i t .

Was there ever any problem with the labor ing group, the lv lexican laborers,

e i ther  agr icu l tu ra l l y  o r  o therw ise?

No.  There  i s  now a  l i t t l e  b i t .

What is the nature of  that  problem today?

Wel 1 ,  they feel  that  they don' t  need to work.  But they have to have work

and they come to us for  i t .  And they don' t  celebrate Labor Day. They have

the i r  Labor  Day ,  bu t  they  don ' t . . .

Do the Mormons there st i l l  h i re Mexican labor?

0h ,  ny , . y€s .

What  k inds  o f  jobs  do  they  do?

Why, we've had the same set of  men working in our orchard.  And they have

H:

E:

H:

E :

H:

E :

H:

F .

H:

E:

H:

E :

H:
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F .

H:

trained them so that they know when

be pruned. And what to do when i t

in  the  spr ing .

These are apple orchards?

i t  needs i r r igat ing,  when i t  needs to

. .we have to smudge you know,

Yes .

App' lesr pedl"S and peaches, r ight?

Yes .

About how many men, how many Mexicans, work in the orchards today?

We keep three or four men the year round. Then when i t  eomes to smudging

season or  p ick ing  f ru i t  o r  th inn ing  f ru i t  o r  some job  l i ke  tha t ,  then they

take on a bigger force--somet imes as many as 20 men.

Do you know how much these men are paid?

h le l l ,  they 've  taken the ' labor  law and they  fo l low tha t ,  and they  ra ise

the i r  sa ia ry  when i t  says .

Mrs .  Hatch ,  I 'm sure  many o ther  ques t ions  w i l l  occur  to  me la te r ,  bu t  fo r

now I  th ink  I ' ve  p robab ly  taken up  enough o f  your  t ime.

As  a  peop le  we haven ' t  lo t  o f . . . they 've  a l l  become c i t i zens  near ly ,  bu t

they  don ' t  ho ld  o f f i ce .  There  are  a  few tha t  have l i t t le  o f f i ces ,bu t  no t

much o f  any  k ind .

E :

H:

What is the number of Mormons there in the

0h, three or four hundred.

Three or four hundred.

I  guess. How many, Ernest ine?

Wel l ,  there  are  qu i te  a  few o f  the  churches

have a chapel  in Casas Grandes, they have a

forget al1 the l i t t le towns around there.

colonies today?

growing rap' id ly there.  They

branch in San Diego, and I

But there are about seven or
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E:

eight uni ts in the stake now, v{hereas before there were only four.

But  a l l  to ld ,  as  fa r  as  Ang lo-Amer ican Mormons l i v ing  there?

Anglo? 0h, I 'd say around two hundred or three hundred.

What  was the  he igh t  o f  Mormon popu la t ion  in  the  co lon ies?

About four thousand.

About what year?

In  1912.

Just before the exodus.

When the exodus came. Since then, there's never been more than a thousand

or  a  coup le  o f  thousand.

When I  grew up, anyway, i t  was only about three or four hundred.

We]l ,  I  want to thank you on behal f  of  the Inst i tute of  Oral  History at  the

Universi ty of  Texas at  E' l  Paso. You've been very gracious. I  appreciate

i t  and I  hope that at  some t ime in the future I  can vis i t  you in Casas Grandes

or  there  in  the  co lon ia .

0h ,  I  w ish  you wou ld .

Okay. We1 1,  thank you very much, Mrs.  Hatch.
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