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In terv iewee:  Mrs.  Laura Cal  am' ia

Bo rn :  Ju l y  5 ,  lB98
At tended Alamo school  and Sacred Hear t  Church.

Mrs .  Ca lam ia ' s  mo the r  was  Bea t r i ce  Am i t y .  M rs .  Ca lam ia ' s
be r ,  

. | 909 .  
(She  was  l i v i ng  i n  t he  ba r r i o ,  t hen . )

Husband'  s  name:  Joe Cal  amia .  They were mami ed here ' in

mother  d ied on Octo-

E l  Paso  i n  
. | 9 ' | 9 .

Summary:

l .  Br ie f  h is to ry  o f  g randparents  and the i r  s jb l ings  on  her  mother  and fa ther 's
s ide .

2 .  L i fe  in  the  bar r io ,  c lose  to  S t .  Vra in  S t ree t  when she was a  ch i ld .
a .  The s t ree ts  and the i r  cond i t ions .
b .  Her  ne ighbors ,  fo r  example ,  the  Newmans.

3 .  Her  exper ience in  be ing  present  in  the  h is to r jca l  event  o f  the  D iaz-Taf t
meet ing  in  September , . |909 tha t  took  p ' lace  a t  the  p laza  downtown.

4 .  Mex ican Revo lu t ion  -  The Revo lu t jon  o f  l9 l l  in  Judrez  and here  exper jence
see ing  V i l l a ,  and  how E l  Paso  sympath is i zed  w i th  h im.
a .  Persona l ly  saw V j l la  a t  a  barber  shop on  Stan ton  St ree t .
b .  Peop le ' i n  E l  Paso  and  how they  sympath ' i s j zed  w i th  V i l l a .
c .  How E l  Pasoans  he lped  V j l l a  and  h is  fo l l owers .

5 .  Ang lo /Mex ican Re la t ions  jn  E l  Paso when she was a  schoo l -aged ch i ld ,  and
how nobody not iced racial  d i f ferences.
a .  Race re la t ions  as  a  teenager  a t  dances .
b .  Race  re la t ions  in  schoo l .

6 .  What  E l  Paso and Judrez  were  l i ke  when she was young.
a .  No b ig  depar tment  s to res  jn  E l  Paso then.
b .  Peop le  wou ld  shop in  Judrez .

l .  Cheaper  j tems,  and no  taxes .
c .  E l  Paso then:

l .  Saw Mi l l s  Bu i ld ing  be ing  bu i l t .
2 .  E l  Paso shoot ings
3.  Persona l  exper iences  see ing  shoot ings  dur ing  Proh ib i t ion  be tween

of f i cers  and smugg lers .
4 .  Enter ta inment  in  E l  Paso (when she was young) -dances  and jce-

c ream par lo rs .

was do ing  dur ing  the  Depress ion .
El  Paso because her husband was of fered a iob to start  a meter
for the Gas Company "in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon.

Her  a r r i v ing  to  Nuevo Leon.
Mrs .  Ca lamia  pu t  her  son,  Joe ,  in  the  M6x ico  Franco Schoo l  fo r
boys .
Stayed in Nuevo Leon for four years and had to come back because
Mrs .  Ca lamia  go t  " the  ch i l l s  and fever , "  what  was ca l led  pg- ]_ud jsmg.

7 .  What  she
a.  Le f t
,  shop

t .
2 .

?



8 .

9 .

Hosp i ta ls  fo r  the  tubercu la rs  in  E l  Paso.  ( . |908?) .
a .  Ho te l  D ieu
b.  Dr .  Long 's  Hosp i ta l  - -o l  d  S t .  Joseph 's  Hosp ' i ta l  .
c.  Hospi ta l  on Sacramento Street near Alabama Street.

Enter ta inment  in  E l  Paso dur ing  her  t fme.
a-  P ic tu re  shows ( theaters )
b.  Operas
c .  Danc ing
d. Ice-cream par l  ors
e.  Basebal  1 games

The Typho jd  Fever  Ep idemic  in  E l  Paso (Segundo Bar r io ) .

The f lood ' ing  o f  the  R io  Grande R jver .

. |0 .

i l .



Mrs.  Laura  Ca lamia
by Sarah John

September  2 ,1976

J : To beg in  the  in te rv iew,  Mrs .  Ca lamia ,  cou ld  you p lease te ' |1  us  when and where

you were born?

El  Paso,  Texas .

Do you wish to give the date of  your bir th?

Yes .  Ju ly  the  5 th ,  1898 .

Can you te i l  us  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  g randparents ,  p lease?

hle11, my [grandfather]  on my mother 's s ide was a Frenchman, and he was in the

Mexican and French army. Then later on, when they lost  that  war,  he came

over  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  wh ich  was Paso de l  [Nor te ]  a t  tha t  t ime,  o r  Frank l in .

And af ter  a certain t ime that he l ived here,  he became an American ci t izen,

and even io ined the United States Army. And he had the post of  a marshal l .

I  can ' t  p rove  i t ,  I  have no  wr i t ings i  on ly  one le t te r  f in  wh ich ]  a  par ty

had asked h im to  g ive  h im in fo rmat ion  about  a  cer ta in  c i ty  s l i cker  tha t  was

coming to El  Paso, that  he was a gambler and to watch out for  h im, that  he

was coming from New Mexico. So, he caught up with him, according to a

let ter  that  he answered. And what they used to do is te l l  them to leave the

town; they weren' t  welcome. And that 's how they used to do i t .

l , l lhat was your grandfather's name?

His name was Henry Amity.  And he marr ied a woman, her name was Tomasa. I

never  d id  ge t  the  t rue  na t iona l i t y  o f  hers .  Some say  she was Span ish ,  some

sa id  she was par t  Mex ican and Span ish ,  because o f  the  Span ish  a t  tha t  t ime

that came through here. Do you want to know about my other grandfather?

Sure .  I f  you ' re  go ing  to  te l l  us  abou t  bo th  s ides ,  tha t ' s  f i ne .

My grandfather on my father 's s ide was named James Mi l ler .  That is,  he was

my stepgrandfather,  James Ml l ler ,  because his real  father had died around

J :

C:

J :

C :



CALAMIA

the  t ime o f  the  C iv i l  War ,  and he  was on ly  20  days  o ld .  So,  a f te r  a  year ,

my grandmother ,be ing  a  w idow,  she mar r ied  Mr .  Henry  Mi l le r ,  and na tura l l y ,

he adopted the chi ldren of  the widow as his own. And there was two other

ch i ld ren  born ' in  the  fami ly ,  wh ich  was Henry  Mi l le r  and Minerva .  And the

previous chi ldren from the f i rst  marr iage was Ana Francis and James Hosey;

their  real  name was Hosey. But we fol lowed the name of my stepgrandfather,

Henry  Mi l le r .  That ' s  on  my fa ther 's  s ide .  They  came f rom the  Eas t  some-

where, and I  th ink they stopped in Colorado. And they came here in a covered

wagon, and they establ ished themselves here.

My father was only 14 years old when he was appointed to dr ive a four-

mule team, 'cause the man that was dr iv ing i t  before had gotten sick and

died, and they bur ied him wherever he took s ick on the road. And then he was

the only man or boy avai lable to dr ive th is four-mule team, and so they gave

him the job.  And when he got to El  Paso, at  that  t ime I  guess i t  was already

El  Paso,  a l l  these menfo lks  had themse lves  l i ke  they  used to  do ,

going into the saloons. They werenrt  bars at  that  t ime, they were saloons.

And they  t r ied  to  ge t  h im to  d r ink .  He says ,  "Come on boy .  Have a  dr ink . "

He says ,  "No,  ny  mother  won ' t  le t  me. "  "You ' re  a  man.  I f  you  drove tha t

team l i ke  the  way you d id ,  you ' re  a  man,  you ' re  no t  a  k id  anymore . "  So,

they wanted him to take a dr ink of  that  corn whiskey. (Laughter)

So, anyway, they establ t 'shed themselves here too. l , , le l l ,  my father was

here,  and then his s ister;  and Ana Francis marr ied Mr.  Murray,  and he was a

miner.  And he went into Mexico wi th another group for mining. And he took

s ick ,  pneumonia ,  and he  d ied  and was bur ied  there ,  and the  w idow was le f t  w i th

f ive boys, Murrays.  So, my mother and her s ister were the only ones lef t  on

my mother 's s ide.  And they both were orphans once their  father,  which was



CALAMIA

my grandfather, had gone to San Antonio to [check out] stakes of a property

that was between New Mexico and El  Paso. And some of the ladies that  knew

my parents at  that  t ime said that  he never came back, that  Indians or out laws

had a t tacked them in  S iema B lancan and tha t  he  was bur ied  therea long w i th

the others that  got k i l led.  And how they found out was because some of the

survivors came to Fabens and they gave that report .  So my grandmother could

never prove that he was ki l led or what happened to him to the government.

She tr ied to apply for  assistance, a pension from the government,  but  the

government denied her.  And I  have a let ter  that  says there that they could

not t race the death of  Mr.  Amity,  so therefore they couldn' t  g ive her a

substance, you know, or any part  of  the money that was supposed to be given

to  a  w idow.

So,  she d idn ' t  las t  very  1ong,  b roken hear ted  a t  tha t  t ime;  women d idn ' t

work,  you know. So she passed away and lef t  these two gir ls,  which was my

mother ,  Beat r i ce ,  and my aunt  Ana.  And Mr .  and Mrs .  Gaskey  took  the  g i r l s

over  to  the i r  home.  He was a  b ig  ca t t leman.  He was mar r ied  to  a  l i t t le

Indian gir l  f rom Fabens, Texas. I  remember her very wel l ;  she l ived to be

97,98  years  o ld .  Her  on ly  surv iv ing  daughter  took  care  o f  her  t i l l  she

died. They were very good people.  And i t  was a big fami ' ly .  And the Gaskeys

were very prominent at  the t ime because of  the father being a cat t leman.

lThey] i^,ereavery good looking fami ly.  And the sons were connected with the

ci ty here.  There was pol icemen, sher i f fs and what have you, as my father

was. After my father was here,  ih,  say,  1907, ny father was a pol iceman too,

and he was a mounted pol ice.  In l90B he was dr iv ing a wagonette and a hack

at that  t ime. So my mother died in 1909. And we were l iv ing at  that  t ime,

wh ich  was the  on ly  and the  n ices t  p lace  to  l i ve ,  [ in  what  we]  used to  ca l l
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the  bar r io .

What was your address at  that  t ime?

At that  t ime, when she died,[ i t ]  was 0choa Street,  between Fourth and Third.

The Rogers  l i ved  on  one corner ,  we l i ved  in  the  midd le ,  and across  the

street the Gay fami ly l ived. And the Mateos l ived there,  too.  A11 very

n ice  fam' i l ies  tha t  l i ved  around in  there ,  wh ich  a  lo t  o f  the  prominent

peop le  o f  E l  Paso ' l i ved  around in  tha t  a rea ,  even as  fa r  down as  on  Sfx th

Street.

What  was the  ne ighborhood l i ke  in  those days?

Wel ' | ,  we al l  grew up there;  we al l  went to the Alamo School .  The Newmans

l ived on Fourth and F' i f th,  they had the whole block there.  And I  remenber

Mrs .  Newman.  She used to  be  on  her^  b icyc le ,  a l l  d ressed in  b lack .  And

she would r ide the streets;  she'd go here and go there.  And Mr.  Neun"nan

wou ld  a lways  s tay  pu t .  (Chuck les)  And we 'd  go  by  the  house and i t  looked

so myster ious al l  the t ime. They had so many trees and they had a big fence

al l  around the p1ace, you know. And everybody, and the k ' ids especial ly,

were always cur ious.  And some kids used to throw rocks in there,  just  to

get the oid man out.  (Chuckles) But Mrs.  Newman was very funny. She was

wear ing  a  b lack  dress  w i th  a  ve i l  over  her  ha t ,  a  b lack  ve i l ,  and  b lack  h igh

shoes.  And she wou ' ld  r ide  tha t  b icyc le  a l l  over  town.  I t  was  rea l ' l y  some-

th ing .  And o f  course ,  i t  was  a  b ' ig  k ick  to  see her  on  the  s t ree ts .

And the streets were al l  nothing but dir t .  None of  the streets were

paved--none of  them. The only paved street I  remember,  especial ly the f i rst

one was, I  th ink,  San Antonio.  At  that  t ime when they started paving the

streets qy father was a foreman of  the Di thelet ic (?) Company, and I  have a

picture where he's a foreman of  a l l  that  crew. And they paved Texas Street.

. l :

C :
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But  you can say  tha t  was  in  1912,1914,  somewhere  around there .  So I  guess

I 'm get t ing  ahead o f  nyse l f  .  (Chuck ' les )  We ' l1 ,  tha t rs  what  I  remember .

And of  course the Revolut ion,  you know. lv ly mother died in 
. |909, 

October.

Was the Diaz-Taft  meet ing before?

No. Iv ly mother died in i909. And why I  remember so wel l  about our President

Taft  of  the Uni ted States and about President Porf i r io Diaz f rom Mexico,

because n1y mother passed away in 0ctober, and they came in September. And

a l l  the  ch i ld ren  f rom the  schoo l  were  ou t ,  march ing  the  s t ree ts ,  w i th  f lags

and banners and what have you, and the bands al l  over.  And i t  was a beaut i fu l

co lo r fu i  a f fa i r .  And those beaut i fu l  bugg ies ,  open bugg ies ,  o r  hacks- - they

were hacks real ' ly ,  open, Vou know, and they were s i t t ing there.  And Mr.

Por f i r io  D iaz  w i th  a l l  tha t  go ld  f r inge  around h is  shou lders  and tha t  b ig

h igh  ha t ,  Jou  know,  I  thought  he  looked ius t  l i ke  a  k ing .  A t  tha t  t ime,

we sa id ,  "My goodness ,  they ' re  d ressed l i ke  k ings . "  And Mr .  Ta f t  was  s tocky ,

w i th  a  c igar ,  w i th  a  h igh  b lack  ha t ;  I  remember  tha t  very  we l l .  He looked

very  d is t ingu ished.  And i t  took  p iace  r igh t  there  in  the  square  o f  the

p laza ,  where  the  M i l l s  Bu i ld ing  i s ,  because  i f  I  reca l l ,  he  was  there  a t

the  [S t .  Reg is  Hote l ] .  And o f  course ,  i t  was  one o f  the  n ices t  ho te ls  a t

that  t ime. That 's what I  remember.  And then af ter  that ,  in 
. |9 ' |0,  

r ight

af ter  that  parade, everybody was talk ing about a Revolut ion.  And sure

enough,  in  l9 l l ,  the  f i rs t  one we [had]  contac t  w i th  was over  here  in  Juarez

when V i l la  come up w i th  th is  Revo lu t ion ,  and the  bu l le ts  were  f l y ing  a l l

over here to El  Paso.

D id  you ac tua l l y  see  any  o f  tha t  go ing  on?

Yes ,  I  d id ;  I  su re  d id .

What do you recal  I  about that?
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C: t ^Je l l ,  I  reca l l  espec ia l l y . . .  (Laugh te r )  I  saw V i l l a  when  he  won tha t

incident there,  the f i rst  t ime he came, he came across the br idge here,  on

tha t  b r idge on  Stan ton  St ree t .  And when I  saw h im,  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  [ i t ] .

Some o f  ch i ld ren  says ,  "Guess  whots  here?"  I  says ,  " l ^ lho?"  "Pancho V i l la ,

Pancho V i l la !  He 's  in  tha t  barber  shop, "  And tha t  was  on  Stan ton  St ree t .

0f course we had to wal k back and forth to Stanton Street from my house to

the stores downtown. I t  was nothing to walk 15-20 blocks to go to a store

at that  t ime; everybody walked then. And sure enough, we peeked through

the window and there he was, s i t t ing on one of  those h' igh cha' i rs.  And i t

was a Mexican barber,  he was cutt ing his hair .  And he had a paper in f ront

o f  h im,  bu t  he  cou ldn ' t  read.  (Chuck les)  But  he  d id  have a  paper  in  f ron t

of  h im. Anyway, everybody, the people here in El  Paso, especial ]y,  they

a l l  sympath ized w i th  V i l la .  They  were  a i1  fo r  V i j la .

He was we l l  l i ked  here ,  then.

0h ,  they  were  a l l  fo r  V i l la !  Everybody was fo r  V i l la ,  because they  a l l

f igured  tha t  he  was f igh t ing  fo r  a  good cause.  He wasn ' t  a  band ido  l i ke

they expressed themselves about him later,  you know. He was f ight ing for

the  good cause,  fo r  the  poor  peop le .  And a l l  the  r i ch  peop le- - I  [had]  con tac t

[wi th them] a year later or two--were a lot  of  people f rom Chihuahua, Parral ,

and di f ferent places in Mexico coming here.  And I  even had the opportuni ty

to rent them some apartments;  I  loaned some chairs.  I  fe l t  sorry for  them,

not because they were poor,  because they just  had what they had on to get

away from the Revolut ion,  'cause they wene af ter  them. I  don' t  know i f  they

would k i l l  them or what,  but  I  remember that  those people,  they real ly suf fered

a lot ,  because they were accustomed to have what they were brought up with,

n ice  th ings  and bus iness  and a l l  tha t ,  and V i l la  jus t  to re  every th ing  apar t .
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And a lot  of  them came over here wi thout anything, but only what they had on.

And we helped them out,  we al l  t r ied.  Even a lot  of  fami l ies that  had

an extra room would rent them a rOom or give them something to feed them

ti l1 somebody would br ing them some money or see what they could br ing f rom

Mexico. l^ Ih i le the revolut ionar ies went into the inter ior  of  Mexico,  then

they cou' ld send somebody to br ing in something. And that 's how they got

a long.  And today ,  there 's  fami l ies  s t i l i  i i v ing  here  in  E l  paso,  tha t  I  can

name them, that  went through al l  that ,  and I  know who they are.  They raised

their  fami l ies,  they bought homes here,  they educated their  fami l ies here,

and they're very happy. And they stayed here.

What did they th ink about the Mexican community

E]  Paso?

They were surprised how we treated them, that we

That was an open country--everybody, their  chi ld

we had, and we al l  went to school  together.  I t ta l  k

Span ish ,  sw i tch  f rom Span ish  to  EngTish ,  f rom EngTish  to  Span ish .  The on ly

d i f f i cu l ty  we had in  my house,  we rea1 ly  had to  ta lk  Eng l ish ,  because myfa-

ther  nevercou ld  unders tand Span ish .  (Chuck les)  He sa id ,  "You a l l  ta lk  too

fast ."  But otherwise, we just  p icked i t  up.  Everybody that ever met me,

they always thought that  I  went to Mexican School ,  f lbecause of ]  how wel l  I

speak  Span ish .  I  don ' t  know i f  you  th ink  I  do  o r  no t ,  s ince  I 'm  taTk ing  to

you. But I  have learned by myse' l f ,  because we picked i t  up and we were

amongst the Mexican chi ldren. 0f  course, the Mexican language here in El

Paso was very ,  we l l ,  c rude,  you know;  never  ta ]ked l i ke  i t  was  supposed to

be talked. But when I  went into lv lexico at  one t ime-- in 1929 my husband was

over there in charge of  the gas company, and we 
' l  
ived there four years-- I

here in

l i ke .

h t  as
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saw the di f ference; completely di f ferent.  And they'd hear me talk Spanish

over there, they never dreamed that I was from the border; they always

thought I was from the interior somewhere. When I told them I was from El

Paso, they said,  "How can you be from El Paso when you're ta lk ing Spanish

l i ke  you ' re  ta lk ing?"  I t  was  so  d i f fe ren t ,  Vou know.

And qy husband told me, "The only way you can comect yoursel f  is  just

l i s ten  to  the  rad io ,  l i s ten  to  the  rad io  and read a l l  those pamphle ts  tha t

they br ing at  the door."  And then at  n ight he would correct  me. I  was

ashamed to  ta lk  Span ish  to  some o f  the  peop le .  And I  l i ked  the  cu l tu re ,

they  have beaut i fu l  cu l tu re ;  the i r  a r t .  They ' re  very  indus t r ious  peop le  in

Montemey, Mexico--very much so. But over here at  the border i t 's  a dj f ferent

l i fe ,  comple te ' l y .  Bu t  we go t  a long w i th  the  Mex ican ch i ld ren  very  we11,

and the fami l ies and everybody. I  remember,  a lot  of  the American people--

the Anglos we say today-- they would be what they cal l  [a sponsor for  a

ch i ld ] .  When a  ch i ld  wou ld  be  born ,  he  saysn "Wi l l  you  be  the  sponsor  fo r

my ch i ld?"  t le  d idn ' t  s top  to  th ink ,  " l , le l l ,  she 's  Mex ' i can ,  we can ' t  ge t  her

to  be  our  sponsor . "  0 ro  "She 's  Ang lo ,  no .  How can vve  do  i t? "  No.  They

d idn ' t  th ink  l i ke  tha t .

So, the relations were very good between the two groups?

Very nice and very s incere,  
' let 's  put i t  that  way--very s incere.  Wherever

we l ived, they loved my father.  Then my father couldn' t  see anybody in need

or  no th ing  l i ke  tha t .  He d idn ' t  care  who they  were .  He never  s topped to

sdJ ,  "Wel l ,  don ' t  you  go  around w i th  them.  You know who they  are . "  0 r  th is

or  tha t .  No,  never .

So, there we are.  And l ike I  say,  up t i i l  today I  have 1ove1y f t4exican

f r iends .  I ' ve  had them a l l  my i i fe .  And I  go t  a long rea l  n ice  when I  was
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young, and I  started working in the stores.  I  belonged to what they used to

cal l  the Boton Rojot  h las a nice af fa i r  on Sunday af ternoons. We'd have l ike

a dance. Al l  the gir ls and boys would get together.  L iquor never [was] served.

I t  was  punch,  i ce  c ream,  cake- -someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  And we 'd  have jus t

those danc ing  sess ions .

Were those the most popular social  events?

Yes, they were the most popular.  Yes ma'am. There were a bunch of  g i r ls

f rom 15 to  
. |8 ,20  years  o ' ld .  And they  were  a l l  work ing  g i r l s .  Some o f  them

didn' t  work,  they would stay home and go to schoo' | .  But we that worked

ming led  w i th  them.  They  inv i ted  us .  0h ,  you  wou ldn ' t  go  un less  you were

inv i ted ,  na tu ra l l y .  You  jus t  wou ldn ' t  go  in  jus t  to  dance  l i ke  a  dance  ha l l .

They  weren ' t  ca l led  dance ha l l s .  They  were  jus t  cer ta in  c lubs .  So I  go t

to  know a ' lo t  o f  n ice  peop ' le  f rom Mex ico  tha t  be longed to  the  c iub  tha t

ming' led wi th us,  and Anglos.  And everybody was the same. Even Jewish boys

used to go w' i th us there.  Yes, Ves -- the Jewish boys used to go with us,

and dance with us.  And of  course, we knew they would never be ser ious wi th

any  o f  the  g i r l s  and we wou ldn ' t  e i thero  you know.  But ,  there  was no

di fference . No hard fee'l i  n gs .

So, everyone just  had a good t ime together,  then?

Yes,  tha t rs  r igh t .  And you know,  when I  was  go ing  to  schoo l  in  A lamo Schoo ' I ,

we  had  some n ice . . . l e t ' s  pu t  i t  th i s  way ,  some r i ch  fami l i es ' ch i ld ren  go ing

to Alamo Schooi ,  where the very poorest  of  us would go there,  too.  But

there  was no  d is t inc t ion .  We a l l  had the  same c lasses ,  the  same teachers ,

the same books, the same everything.

That 's  in te res t ing .  What  a re  your  f i rs t  ch i ldhood reco l lec t ions  o f  E l  Paso

J :

C :

J :

*  Soc ia l  C lub  in  Cd.  Juarez .
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and Juarez in those days? What were the two ci t ies l ike?

C: When I  was real  young, i t  was nothing for my mother to say,  "Listen, go get

me something from Juarez."  And I  was around nine or l0 years old at  that  t ime,

I  guess. And she needed lace or r ibbon or velveteen or something l ike that .

You would th ink we wou' ld shop here.  But i f  I  remember,  we didn' t  have any

stores here.  We did have [some] stores.  There was a Beehive Store on

0regon Street that was owned by Goodmans, Jewish people. They were very

good and kind to my mother and my father,  very nice people.  And there was

a bakery next door that  belonged to the Kraus. They had a wonderful  pastry

[shop ] .

But  we wou ld  go  over  there  to ,Juarez  and buy  laces .  She wou ld  g ive  me

samples and say, "Now, you get me this because I  bought i t  there."  And I

th ink their  names were 0ppenheimer.  Yes, one was 0ppenheimer,  and the [others] ,

I  can' t  recol lect  the name--the ones that came back to own The White House

here in El  Paso. They were four people,  four Jewish people that  owned The

White House in El  Paso, but they f i rst  started in Juarez.  And i t  was La

Casa B lanca in  Juarez .  And a  lo t  o f  those Jewish  peop le  a t  tha t  t ime in te r -

marr ied wi th Mexican gir ls over there.  Yeah. And that was very,  very

rare for  them, when af ter  the Revolut ion they came over here and they had

Mex ican daughter - in - laws,  n ieces ,  Jou  know.  0 f  course ,  they  were  a l l  h igh

ar istocrat ic people.  They al l  had money at  that  t ime. They were a1' l  money

people,  you know. But there were a few Jewish people that  intermarr ied

wi th  Mex ican g i r l s  over  there ,  and very  n ice  fami l ies .  I  go t  to  see tha t .

And I  admired them very much.

And I  was told later in years--of  course, I  was too young to understand

anyth ing  l i ke  tha t  a t  tha t  t ime- - [ tha t ]  they  used to  shop ' in  Juarez  because

t0
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they'd get a lot  of  that  stuf f  f rom France. And they didn' t  have to pay

dut ies,  accord' ing to what they used to te l ' l  me. So you got i t  awfu' l ly

cheap, .you know.  You 'd  ge t  some o f  i t  here- -you 'd  ge t  Jaces  f rom Swi tzer land,

from England, f rom I ta ly.  A lot  of  those homes were decorated with stuf f

that  they brought in f rom Mexico. But they brought i t  through Mexico,  yesi

but the imports weren' t  very much. So, thereforeo you didn' t  even pay

taxes at  that  t ime. You iust  went across and bought what you wanted, br ing

i t ,  and nobody even bothered you. But you got what you ld idn' t ]  have fhere] .

You know what a lot  of  fami l ies did? Juarez and [El  Paso were] so

close that fwhen a]  chi ld was born i t  d idn' t  matter fwhere]  you took that

ch i ld  to  be  bapt ized .

0h ,  rea l l y?

Yes, bel ieve i t  or  not .  0r  take i t  to Fabens or take i t  to Las Cruces. One

of  nV cous ins ,  we cou ldn ' t  f ind  her  b i r th  cer t i f i ca te  a l l  over  E ' l  Paso.  We

even went to Juarez.  0f  course Juarez was burned, you known a couple of

t imes,  the  Guada lupe Church  over  there .  And so ,  f ina l l y  I  sa id ,  "We '11 ,  the

last  resource is Las Cruces."  'Cause I  remember that  our parents used to

go to Las Cruces a lot .  In fact ,  ny mother owned property in Las Cruces.

See,  they  had a  lo t  o f  communica t ions .  That ' s  why  I  don ' t  know abogt  my

grandmother on my mother 's s ide.  I  th ink she be' longed to New Mexico,

because they were going back and forth, and we used to go on a wagon or

something, I  don' t  remember-- that  was way back. But af terwards fwhen there

was the] rai l road, then we would go back and forth on the train.  0h,  i t

v /as  a  b ig  th r i l1  f l to  go  on ]  the  t ra in .  And then i t ' d  s top  a t  midn igh t  and

p ick  us  up .  The t ra in  a lways  s topped a t  midn igh t  in  Las  Cruces .  I  don ' t

know why i t  came out  so ' la te ,  bu t  anyway,  tha t ' s  how i t  was .  And I  looked
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for th is bapt ism cert i f icate for  nV cousin,  and sure enough, there i t  was in

Las Cruces. One of  the t r ips that  they made over there,  they took the baby

and they bapt ized him over there.  You know what I  mean?

Yeah.

I  was bapt ized in the Sacred Heart  Church here in El  Paso on South 0regon

Street.  Everybody went there,  that  was the mother church. Now, my f i rst

grade that I went to school was there in Sacred Heart. Up to my second

grade I  th ink I  went there.  And, of  course, at  that  t ime, everybody paid

fo r  the i r  books ,  Vou know,  and pa id  fo r  whatever . . .every th ing  was pa id  by

your  paren ts .  There  wasn ' t  such a  th ing  as  the  c i ty  g iv ing  you any th ingo

l i ke  today .  But  l i ke  I  te l l  you ,  there 's  some b i r th  cer t i f i ca tes  you 'd

f ind  in  Fabens , .you 'd  f i nd  in  Ys le ta  and  C l in t ,  dhy  o f  those  o ld  churches .

And you know, we used to go..  .  I  remember that  the fami l  ies used to get to-

gether and go to Fabens or Cl int  for  the San Lorenzo [ fest ival ] .  The other

day when I  saw i t  in the paper,  that  they're making a big f iesta for  San

Lorenzo. Wel l ,  I  remember way back when we used to go there.  I t  would be a

whole day. You'd get up ear ly in the morning to get there about two hours

I  a te r .

J:  Sure,  i t  took a long t ime to t ravel  on those roads.

C: And we stayed there ai l  day.  And I ' l l  never forget that  they drank tesguino.

I t ' s  some k ind  o f  a  w ine  or  re f reshment  tha t ' s  made ou t  o f  the  corn ,  I  guess ,

because i t  does ferment.  That 's what the grown folks were dr inking, the

tesgu ino .

. l :  You can reca l l  the  name.  That ' s  someth ing .

C:  I  don ' t  know how you  spe l l  i t ,  be l ieve  me.

,J :  Wel l ,  bu t  you  remember  i t .

12

J :

C :
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C: Yeah, I  remember tesguino. And that was a big thr i l l  going back and forth,

l i ke  I  sa id -  So the  re ' la t ionsh ip  w i th  the  Mex ican peop le  a t  tha t  t ime,  we l l ,

I  would say i t  was beaut i fu ' | .  In fact ,  wi th me i t  was, and us.  We were

qu i te  a  fami ly  here ,  my aunts  and unc les  and cous ins .  So even up  t i l l

today, why we see i t  the same. And we wonder why,[ there's]  so much

commotion today and so much [ ta lk]  about not having equal  r ights and al l

that  sort  of  stuf f .  We never dreamed of  anything l ike that  before.  And

everybody was happy. We al l  worked together,  we al l  helped one another.

When there was a death in the fami lV,  rW goodness,.you'd be surpr ised what

the peop' le used to do. They'd go over there and help;  no matter i f  they were

s t rangers ,  they 'd  t ry  to  he lp  and do  what  they  cou ld  fo r  you ,  espec ia l l y

when they were very poor.

A  f r iend  o f  mine  to ld  me,  " I  won ' t  ever  fo rge t  your  mother  and my mother . "

They used to go and dress up a corpse. I f  she didn' t  have anything to wear

for her funeral ,  they'd go and get in the wardrobe and pick up a dress f rom

somebody, and dress her up and clean her up. But they had to bury them right

away, because they didn' t  embalm them at that  t ime, you know. And she says,

" I ' l l  never  fo rge t  tha tyourmother  go t  so  s ick . "  She was vomi t ing  and

vomit ing;  she got so s ick because the smel l  around that place was awful ly

bad and she go t  nauseated .  And she cou ldnr t  con t ro l  herse l f .  So ,  they

were awfully scared for her. And they took her away, you know, I guess

because the  lady  tha t  d ied  had been there  s ick  fo r  a  long t ime.  I  don ' t

know.  They  had no  c lean l iness  or  no th ing ,  you  know.  But  th is  1ady ,  tha t ' s

what  she to ld  me,  you know.  She says ,  " I ' l ' l  never  fo rge t  i t .  Bu t  no ,  your

mother and my mother were awful ly brave. They'd go al l  over the place,

especial ly when they were our church members and al l  that ."  Yeah, i t  was
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a n ice  l i f e .  We had  a  n ice  l i f e ,  I  though t .

What  d id  E l  Paso look  l i ke  in  those days? I^ lha t  bu i ld ings  were  here?

Wel l . . . the  bu i ld ings?  Wel i ,  more  o r  less ,  l i ke  [ t t re ]  M i l l s  Bu i ld ing ,  fo r

ins tance,  I  saw tha t  bu i ld ' ing  coming up .  I  can  reco l lec t  the  v is ion  o f  when

they  f i rs t  bu i l t  i t .  And I  saw i t  redecora ted  about  four  t imes.  Th is  i s

the last  t ime I  saw i t  change hands, VOU know. I 've been very proud of  my

c i ty  here ,  be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  because I  saw i t  g row f rom noth ing .  I  saw

s idewalks  made out  o f  lumber .  And I  saw sa loons .  0 f  course ,  we wou ldn ' t

dare pass by a saloon, we'd go across the street.  And those doors would

swing back and forth.  I  th ink the Coney Is land was very famous at  that  t ime.

0h  yes ,  I  th ink  tha t  was  one o f  the  most  popu lar  sa loons  a t  tha t  t ime.

Yeah,  and tha t ' s  where  a l l  the  k i l l i ngs  were  go ing  on .  [An ]  ou t law was

coming from Las Cruces fone t ime].  Nown this was told to me, not that  I

remember that .  But my father to ld me,he said,  "This out law was coming from

Las Cruces ,  and the  o ther  one was over  here  wa i t ing  fo r  h im.  And th is  ou t -

law came after him. He was coming to k i l l  h im. So, he no more opened the

door  and he  was k i l led . "  Yeah.  And tha t  o ther  shoot ing  tha t  happened on  E l

Paso Street,  Santa Fe, that  cat ty-corner there.  Four men got k ' i l led there,

a  shoot -ou t .  One acc identa l l y  go t  k i l led ,  bu t  th ree  o f  them,  I  th ink ,  go t

k i l l ed  wh i le  shoo t ing  i t  ou t .  We l l ,  I  saw many  men w i th  the i r  guns  on  the i r

h ips .  Yes ,  I  d id .  And you d idn ' t  have to  have a  permi t  a t  tha t  t ime,  I

don ' t  th ink .

0h, no. I  th ink everybody carr ied a gun at  that  t ime. Do you happen to

remember an incident that  happened in 
. |9. |6,  

when the Anglos here in town took

revenge on the Mexican community in South El Paso, because some American

eng ineers  had been k i l led  by  some V i l l i s tas  in  Santa  Isabe l ,  Ch ihuahua?

J :
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Do you remember that  incident at  a l l? That was in 
. |9. |6.

l,r las that Fel ipe Angeles?

No.  I t  was  some V i l l i s tas  who had k i l led  these eng ineers .  The Ang ' los  came

down, they were going to take revenge here in South El  Paso against  the people

who l i ved  down there ,  because these eng ineers  had been k i l led  in  Mex ico  and

the i r  bod ies  had been sent  back  here .  I t  had caused a  lo t  o f  b i t te rness .

The engineers were Angi los?

Yes , they were from hel^e.

And then they were waif ing for

Wel l ,  f rom what I  undei"stand,

0h ,  yes .

them to come by here?

the Anglo community was very much up in arms.

And they wanted to take revenge out on someoneo and the closest people were

the Mexican people of  South El  Paso.

In  Sou th  E l  Paso?  No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  No ,  I  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t .  Because

i f  i t  was  any th ' ing  l i ke  i t ,  i t  i s  because somebody l i ved  around there- - they

knew about  i t ,  o r  was  mixed up  in  i t .  And tha t ' s  because they  used to  h ide

them,  you know.  That ' s  fo r  sure .  They  used to  harbor  them,  espec ia l l y  the

revo luc ionar ios ,  they  used to  ca ' l l  them.  They 'd  come across ,  Vou know,  h id -

ing ,  and they 'd  take  them in  and h ide  them,  you see.  So,  you wou ldn ' t  know

rea' l ly  i f  they were here or not.  They only th ing I  remember about that  inci-

dent-- I  th ink i t  was that t ime-- is that  they did go down there in South El

Paso, and they were going into a lot  of  the homes. See, where they were

look ing  fo r  them.  But  I  can ' t  reco l lec t  i f  they  ever  found them or  no t ,  i f

they f inal iy got away. You know, they went back to lv lexico.

R i  gh t .

So ,  I  don ' t  know.

,J :

C :
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How did you meet your husband? t^ las he from El Paso, or ig inal ly?

Yes. He was here.  He was working withthe gas company. And he was from

I ta l  y .

0h .

He came over,  h is fami ly brought him over when he was only 18 months old.

And they couldn' t  come to the United States r ight  away. You know, at  that

t ime they had a quota;  they st i l l  have. And they came through Mexico.  And

they had to l ive in Mexico two years before they could come to the United

States.  So what they did,  they came through Mexico,  through Veracruz,  I

th ink.  [The reason] they came to Juarez was because his grandfather and

grandmother were a ' l ready l iv ing in Juarez.  And they're the ones that ent iced

them to come over-- that  America was very r ich--and, "Come to America.  Don' t

be  there ,  don ' t  s tay  there . "  L i t t le  by  l i t t le  the  fami ly  came over .  And

they were the last  ones to come. The Avocatos were already here,  and that

was a brother of  my mother- in- ' law. he was a  b ig  ca t t leman in  Ch ihuahua.

ahua .He came in  a  hur ry  when V i l la  h i t  Ch i

J :

C :

I  be t .

Yes ,  he  had a  I  o f  o f

how I  met my husband.

had never worked for anybody-- r ight  a

general  store and a big yard,  and they

ta te  Nat iona l  Bank .  Yeah.  But  tha t ' s

there two years in Juarez-- they

they opened a business. They had a

ven bought the place r ight  away in-

you know, Ochoa was one of  the r ich-

h ihuahua ,  and  he  was  l i v ing  in  Juarez .

even bapt ized one of  my husband's

t  that  t ime, there was a law that he

a Mex ican c i t i zen- - tha t  i s ,  my bro ther -

stead of  paying rent.

est  and weal th iest  men

And they got acquainted

brothers that was born

was an  I ta l ian  sub jec t ,

money here in the

0h, af ter  they s

So, at  that  t ime

in the state of

w i th  h im and he

in  Juarez .  But

so he was neve
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in- law, Leonard.  His name was Leonard.  But my husband was already at  that

t ime, when [Leonard]  was born,  my husband was already four years old or three

and a  ha l f  years  o ld .  So,  f ina l l y ,  when the i r  t ime was up  in  Juarez ,  then

they came over to El  Paso and they bought a piece of  property on Fi f th Street.

They bui l t  a two story tenement house, and they had a big store down in the

f ron t  par t  o f  th is  bu i ld ing .  And by  tha t  t ime,  he  was go ing  to  schoo l ,  and

he f in ished schoo l .  He went  to  schoo l  in  Juarez  fo r  a  t ime,  a  coup le  o f

years .  Joe  was very  in te l l igen t .  He had rea l l y  a  mind .  And then he  f in ish-

ed high school  here.  At  that  t ime, where was high schoo' l? 0h, i t  was there

on Magoff in Street.  What do you cal l  that  school?

The ones that are there now?

The one that 's on Magoff in,  on lv lyr t le Avenue.

San Jac in to?  Sa in t  Mary 's?

No,  no .  I t ' s  a  pub ' l i c  schoo l  .

I  can ' t  reca l l  r i gh t  now.

What 's  the  name o f  tha t  schoo l?  But  anpray ,  tha t ' s  where  he  f in ished.  And

he went to work for  the gas company when he was only 18 years old,  and he work-

ed for the gas company 48 years. I met him after four years that he worked

for the gas company. But at  the age of  2 l  he became an American ci t izen.

So, when were you marr ied?

Here  in  E l  Paso ,  1919 .
. |919?

Yes .

I  guess you were here in El  Paso dur ing the

0h ,  yes .

Do you remember anything about Prohibi t ion

'1920s ,  
i s  tha t  comect?

a t  a l l?
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C: Do I?  (Laughter )  Boy ,  the  bu ' l le ts  s td r ted  coming jus t  l i ke  i f  i t  was  a

revol  ut i  on .

0h ,  no  !

Yesl  See, my in- laws owned this prope{ ' ty over there,  and we l ived there,

tooo on that property.  And so we would know al l  the t raf f ic  about the Pro-

h ib i t ion .  I 'm te l l ing  you,  i t  was  a  rqcket .  And I  remember  two o f  the

customs of f icers,  I  can' t  even recal ' l  their  names, they were so

J :

C:

They'd iust  go up there and si t  there dnd wait  for  them l ike i f  they were

pigeons, wai t ing for  them to come. An{ somet imes they'd get them and some-

t imes the  o ther  s ide  wou ld  ge t  them,  s4e.  I  don ' t  know what  you wou ld  ca l l

i t  today, but i t  was awful ,  I  thought.  But they did get a lot  of  people f rom

over  there  on  th is  smugg l ing  o f  the  l i (uor .  And they  used to  b r ing  the i r

very best l iquor.  They had the very bEst.  (Laughter)  And may t imes they

went  to  the  s to re  to  se l ' l  my fa ther - in { law ' l iquor .  Yeah,  se l l  i t  rea l  cheap.

And be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  somet imes he  wo{ ld  buy  i t .  Yeah,  he  wou ld  buy  i t  fo r

our own use, because that was real ' ly  t l ie on' ly way that you could get i t .

And i f  you rea' l ly  wanted good whiskey {nd you needed i t  because of  a cold or

pneumonia  a t  tha t  t ime. . . the  doc tor  wod ld  subscr ibe ,  "Wel1 ,  ge t  a  good shot

o f  wh iskey . "  So,  they  wou ld  go  and bu$ i t  a t  a  d rug  s to re .  0 f  course ,  you

wou ld  pay  a  b ig  p r ice  fo r  i t .  Bu t  tha$ 's  why there  was so  much boot legg ing .

You know, you can' t  force people go do something that they're already

accustomed to.  And I  th ink that  was ba(.  Firstn I  was very happy that they

had that law, the prohibi t ion of  l iquor i ,  because there were so many drunks

that I  saw when I  was young, and I  just  couldn' t  stand to see drunks, you

know.  And  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  a t ' l eas t  the$  qu i t  d r ink ing . "  No ,  i t  was  worse .

I t  turned out to be worse, because ther i  is  when the boot legging started and
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then  there  rea l l y  were  "a lk ies" .  Then ia  lo t  o f  them tu rned in to  "a lk ies" .

And var ious nice fami l ies,  I 've got to see some young boys that they were

rea l  n ice  and go ing  to  schoo l ,  and a l l  o f  a  sudden they  tu rned to  "a lk ies"

because they started dr inking, especiai l ly  in the part ies where they had i t

on  the . . .we l1 ,  on  the  h id ing  par ts ,  yoU know,  where  nobody wou ' ld  know.  But

you would see that they were gett ing something somewhere, and that 's how

they got started. A lot  of  the people were worse of f ,  real ly,  they were

worse of f  af terwards. There were a lo l l  of  Palk ies" af terwards. Which I

never  remember  see ing  "a lk ies"  be fore  When i t  was  w ide  open,  le t ' s  say .

And then,  Jou never  saw anybody. . .on ly  in  sa loons  you cou ld  go ,  and

who wou ld  go  in  sa loons? On ly  men.  0 f  course ,  we wou ' ldn ' t  dare .  A  boy

wou ldn ' t  take  you to  a  bar  a t  tha t  t i rnp ;  there  wasn ' t  such a  th ing  as  tha t .

l , le had beaut i fu l  ice cream par lors herp in El  Paso. Some of your aunts and

grandparents and your mother and fathef got to go to these nice places where

we had. . . r igh t  where  Grant ' s  used to  bp ,  where  McCrrory 's  i s  today ,  we had

a,beaut i fu l  i ce  c ream par lo r  there .  0h ,  you 'd  s i t  down in  those n ice  l i t t le

tab les ,  they 'd  come and wa i t  on  you,  a f l l  k inds  o f  n ice  re f reshments .  See,

at  that  t ime nobody thought about a bar.  And then they had another one on

South El  Paso [Street]  that  my husband and I  used to go to that  Syr ians owned.

I t  was the Grand Central  Hotel  on the corner at  one t ime, and about the middle

of the block between 0ver land and say, Second Street,  i t  was at  that  t ime.

I t  was al l  a nice ne' ighborhood there.  Anybody could go and come into a par lor

and ea t  i ce  c ream or  buy  someth ing  thene.  There  were  a l l  k inds  o f  s to res  l i ke

there are today, but I  wouldn' t  dare walk those streets today. But at  that

t ime, anybody could go down there and be respected. A bunch of  g i r ' ls  [couid

come in]  together and si t  down and eat a dish of  ice cream or fhave a]  soda.
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Right there across the street f rom The Popuiar,  cat ty-corner,  was a beaut i fu l

social  ice cream par lor .  And there was another one also where the Natural

Gas bu i ld ing  is ,  r igh t  across  f rom the  Basset t  Bu i ld ing ,  there ,  [on ]  tha t

corner there was another ice cream social  there.  And real  n ice, too.

So that was the most popular th ing? The dances and going there?

Yeah.

You ment ioned the  o ther  day  tha t  you  weren ' t  in  E l  Paso dur ing  the  Depress ion .

Why d id  you leave?

C: 0h, because when the Depression was coming, and was already hi t t ing pret ty

hard,  my husband was a foreman at  the gas company, at  the Southern Union Gas

Company. And he was in the meter department;  he was a foreman. And he had

about  14  to  18  men under  h im.  And l i t t le  by  l i t t le  they  were  lay ing  them

of f ,  t i l l  f ina l i y  he  was the  on ly  one le f t .  So  he  was repa i r ing  some o f

the meters,  because there was no help;  they d ' idn' t  have any more money to

pay them. And each department was comJng down to nothing, of  the gas

company. The electr ic company and al l  the companies,  as far  as that  goes.

But just  then, he was about ready to give up, because he was gett ing

very bored by himsel  f  there,  and no hel  p and everyone was so sad and al  I

that .  And then a f r iend of  somebody connected with the gas company--Mr.

B lack- -he  ca l led  th is  man here  a t  th is  company and asked h im i f  he  had anybody

that was wi ' l1 ing to go to Mexico,  to Monterrey,  Nuevo Leon, that  they were

just  want ing to t ra in some people over there for  the natural  gas that was

coming in f rom Chicago. I t  was coming in through that area, f rom San

Anton io ,  Laredo.  Seeo i t  was  coming th rough there .  But  they  needed a  man,

somebody,or  an  eng ineer .  So then he  says ,  "Wel l ,  bus iness  is  awfu l l y  bad

here in Ei  Paso, but there is one man that I  could recommend very much, but
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I ' l l  l e t  you  know,  because  I  don ' t  know i f  he  i s  w i l1 ing  to  [go ] ,  he 's  go t

a  fami ly  here .  I  don ' t  know ' i f  he  wants  to  move.  So,  I ' l l  ca l l  you . "

So, sure enough, he went over to my husband, and he says, "Joe, you know

what?  I  jus t  go t  a  ca l l  f rom a  Mr .  B lack .  He is  a  b ig  man over  there ,

connected w'ith Montemey, and they need a man to start a regu'lar meter shop

l i ke  th i s  here .  Wou ld  you  cons ider  i t? "  "0ho"  he  says ,  " I  don ' t  know. "  He

sa id ,  "Joe ,  i f  I  were  you ,  I ' d  take  i t ,  because  th is  i s  go ing  to  c lose  down.

Then,  what  a re  you go ing  to  do?"  He says ,  "They ' l l  pay  a l1  your  expenses ,

and they ' l ' l  pay  you in  do l la rs .  They  d idn ' t  say  how much r igh t  now,  bu t

tha t ' s  what  they  sa id .  'Te l l  h im tha t  i t  i s  a  good propos i t ion .  I f  you

can ge t  h im to  come,  we ' l l  pay  a1 l  h is  househo ld  expenses  and the  passes  fo r

h is  fami ly ,  any  t ransac t ion  tha t ' s  go t  to  be  taken care  o f ,  we ' l l  be  respons ib le

for--passports and what have you." '  So, he came home that night and told me

about  th i s .  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I  th ink  we  ough t  to  cons ider  i t . "  So ,  su re

enough, i t  took us a week to make up our minds, and we got connected with

the people over there and everything. Andthere was no t ime. Then we got the

money coming in.  He was being paid even more than what he was making here

ln American dol lars,  and at  that  t ime the American dol lar  was on' ly f ive to

one .

So,  IW husband says ,  " l , . le l l ,  
' l e t ' s  

take  a l l  our  fu rn i tu re  i f  they ' re

going to pay for i t .  l rJhat are we going to do over there wi thout furni ture?"

I  sa id ,  "We1 l ,1e t ' s  do  i t  then . "  So ,  s tove  and  every th ing  we took .  And  they

paid for  a '11 the expenses. And the passports,  we had to go to the Consul

here ,  and I  don ' t  know what  a l l  we d id ,  I  don ' t  remember  very  we l l .  Bu t  I ' ve

got the passports as a souvenir .  And when we got to Laredo, i t  was 12

o 'c lock  tha t  n igh t ,  and  we sa id ,  "Le t ' s  go  to  a  ho te ] . "  And  then  the
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immigra t ion  o f f i cer  says ,  "No,  I ' l l  te l ' l  you  what .  Before  you go  anywhere ,

I ' l l  ge t  the  V is ta  Buena" - - tha t ' s  the  head man o f  the  immigra t ion- - "and pu t

an  0K on th is ,  so  you can go  th rough. "  And sure  enough,  he  came down,  he

a l ready  had orders ,  see ,say ing  tha t  we were  coming,  na tura l l y .  So ,  a t  12

o 'c lock  a t  n igh t  w i th  the  f lash ' l i gh t ,  he  s igned  those  th ings .  I ' l l  never

forget that .

And those peop le  there  were  so  k ind .  L ike  I  sa id ,  I  have no th ing  aga ins t

Mexican people,  because every Mexican that I 've had contacts wi th f rom my

ch i ldhood t i l l  today . . .  He was connected  w i th  the  immigra t ion  there ,  o r  the

aduana, or whatever you want to cal l  i t .  And he knew that we hadnrt

eatenr jou know, and that we wanted to go to a hotel .  His wi fe came out and

said,  "Tel l  these nice people to come in.  I  have everything ready for them

to  ea t . "  "0h ,  my goodness , "  I  says ,  " j s  th is  a  res taurant ,  I  wonder ,  o r

what?r '  r rNo, "  says  the  man,  " the ' lady  is  inv i t ing  you to  ea t . "  I  says ,  " l4V

goodness ,  i t ' s  so  la te . "  We never  en joyed a  mea l  so  much in  tha t  humble

home,  l i ke  we d id  tha t  n igh t  a t  m idn ' igh t .  You ought  to  see how beaut i fu l . . . they

had that dr ied meat,  you know, over the red coals.  They had beans, they had

eggs,  they  had ch i le ,  they  had those good to r t i l l as .  And we sa t  there  and

we talked and nry husband and those two men drank, I  th ink,  two or three beers.

And the ladies and their  chi ldren-- there were two of  them, I  remember--and

ny son, they drank sodas. And I  d id have a beer wi th them, wi th our dinner,

I  remember.  And i t  was so good and so nice,  honest to goodness. And i t  was

only a two hour dr ive f r rom there to Nuevo Leon, to Monterrey.  But,  we stayed

overn igh t  there .

But by the t ime we got to Montemey, our stuf f  was already there.  And

as soon as  I  go t  there ,  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  i t .  I  was  so  shocked one t ime.
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l" ly husband went in there to this place where he was supposed to meet these

peop le  tha t  h i red  h im th rough te iephone and th rough mai i ,  and I  s tayed in  the

car ,  because we took  our l ' car .  We drove up  there ,  tha t ' s  how we d id  i t .  And

this Mr.  Black-- I  found out he was Mr.  Black that came to the car--my husband

had parked the car on orfe s ide of  the street.  Anyway, about 15 minutes

la te r  th is  Ang ' lo  came b j  and he  asked i f  I  was  Mrs .  Ca lamia ,and I  sa id ,  "Yes . "

And  he  sa id ,  "We lJ ,  I 'm  so  and  so . r r  And  I  l ooked  a t  h im,  bu t  he  was  ta lk ing

to  me in  Span ish .  Mr .  B lack  was ta lk ing  to  me in  Span ish .  Because he  sa id ,

"  _ry Ud. ' la s€lora.B]snl ia?" "Sf,  s" to"."  And you know what he said? He

said so beautiful, he saJs, "Voy a mover su [cor.he-] porque est{ estacj-ongdg-

mal ;  no  debe es tar  es taq ionado en  es ta  ca l le . "  0h ,  f i r s t  t ime I  heard

".Sqgjonelg"--parked. Over here they would say,  "Est i  'parqueado'  mal . "

So ,  I  j us t  l ooked  a t  h in l ,  and  I  sa id ,  "We l ]  ,  he 's  Ang lo  l i ke  I  am.  Why  i s

he  ta lk ing  to  me in  Span ish?"

0r,  "What does he mean?' t

But anyway, they're so Used to,  Jou know.. .  Then Jqe came afterwards, and I

sa id ,  "You know,  he  used beaut i fu l  Span ish . "  I  sa id ,  "But ,  he 's  an  Amer ican

l i ke  we are .  How come? ' f  He sa ido  "That 's  the  way he  met  me a t  the  door .  But

a f te r  a  wh i le  we ta ' l ked .  He 's  go t  a  son,  here ,  go ing  to  the  schoo l  here . "

And the textbooks of  the school  were f rom Texas. A11 the American Anglos that

were there teaching the Mexican people for  the industr ious th ings, you know,

they  a l l  had  the i r  schod l  there .  I t  was  a  Texas  schoo l ,  a f f i l i a ted  w i th  the

Texas system. So, nothing but people that  had money had their  chi ldren there,

because i t  was cost ing qui te a bi t .  So, r ight  away we made arrangements.

But  Mr .  B lack  to ld  us ,  he  says ,  " I  have a  son about  fyour  son 's ]  age,  maybe

a year or two older.  Anjd I  got  h im in that  school .  So, there,  I  guess,
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wou ld  be  a  good  p ' l ace .  We ' l j  t a l k  abou t  t ha t  l a te r . "  So ,  su re  enough  we  pu t

Joe in  the school  and he s tayed there about  two months,  and he wasnr t  get t ing

anywhere .  A l l  he  [d id  was  d raw]  p lanes ,  and  I  sa id ,  "Wha t  k ind  o f  a  schoo l

I i  s  i t ]? "

Anyway, my husband took i t  up wi th Mr.  Black and some other big shot

there,  [who] were f rom di f ferent parts of  the Uni ted States.  He says, "Wel l ,

tha t rs  jus t  a  p layboy  schoo l . "  He says ,  " I  took  my k id  ou t  o f  there  and

put  h im in  the  Franco Mex ico  Schoo l .  Noth ing  bu t  Span ish  they  teach there ,

bu t  boy ,  they ' l i  use  the  d isc ip l ine  and they  come and show you the i r  g rades ,

what  they ' re  do ing . "  He says ,  "That ' s  what  I  te l l  you  tha t  I  d id  w i th  mine ,

so  i t ' s  up  to  you. "  So,  sure  enough,  w€ took  Joe ou t  o f  tha t  schoo l  and

put him into the Mexico Franco School .  And there,  Vou see, at  one t ime

they were pr iests,  brothers--what they cal l  brothers,  you know. But they

were  dressed jus t  l i ke  any  c iv i l ians ;  you  wou ldn ' t  know tha t  they  were

brothers.  And i t  was just  for  boys. But those boys wouldn' t  go to that

schoo l  w i thout  the i r  shoes  sh ined,  the i r  neck t ie  and the i r  l i t t le  wh i te

sh i r t  and a  su i t .  0 f  course ,  I  a lways  had my son dressed;  I  d idn ' t  care  who

didn' t  dress who, but I  a lways dressed my son r ight .  Anyway, I  was very

happy that he went to that  school ,  because he was real ly progressing then.

But  he  had the  d i f f i cu l ty  o f  the  Span ish ,  because every th ing  was in  Eng ' l i sh

for him before,  you know. But s ince my husband knew Spanish very wel l ,  and

he  d id  go  to  schoo l  and  lea rn  Span ish . . .and  l i ke  I  sa ido  he  had  a  ve ry

br i l l i an t  mind .  And the  same way in  Eng l ish ;  he  wou ld  remember  da tes  f rom

way back ,  no  mat te r  what , .you  know,  and books  and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  So ,  he

wou ld  he lp  h im out  w i th  h is  homework .  So,  tha t  made i t  a  l i t t le  eas ie r  fo r

h im.
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And we were there four years, and [the reason] we had to come back was

because I  go t  tha t  ch i ' l l s  and fever  tha t  they  ca l l  pa lud is l ro .  0h ,  I  was  s ick

a l l  the  t ime.  I  had to  take  qu in ine ,  I  don ' t  know how many mi l ' l i g rams a

day. And I  was sick al l  the t i rne.  And the boy was doing awful ly good in

school .  And Joe was making better money. By that t ime he already had bui l t

h im a  n ice  meter  shop.  And he  had 12  men work ing  under  h im,  and they  p icked

up fast .  They real ly learned the trade r ight  now. Because, Vou know,

Mexican peop' le are very,  very intel l igent-- in mathematics,  they're very

good.  And they  learn  fas t .  And o f  course ,  the  compan ies  h i re  no th ing  bu t

good people;  they were the middle c lass people--not the real  poorest  k ind

or  no t  the  o thers ,  you  know.  And they  pa id  them we l l ;  they  pa id  them we l l ,

tr l. ley wanted to progress.

And tha t ' s  what  I 'm say ing  about  Nuevo Leon,  espec ' ia l ' l y  Monter rey .  They

used to cal l  i t  the Li t t le Detroi t  when we were there,  because I  never saw

so many l indus t r ies ] ,  and the  peop le  so  ambi t ious  and indus t r ious .

After they found out we were making dol lars,  and that I  had a pret ty good

pos i t ion , then we had some f r iends .  I  d idn ' t  know anybody,  and they  d idn ' t

know whether to associate wi th us or not unt i l  they found out who we were.

And then I  had inv i ta t ions  fnom very  n ice  peop le ,  f rom the  h igh  c lass  peop le .

And they invi ted us to their  card part ies or card games and to out ings and

las  mer iendas ,  wh ich  were  l i ke  l i t t l e  soc ia ls  abou t  fou r  o r  f i ve  o ' c lock  in

the  even ing .  And then they 'd  ask  you fo r  d inner ,  and i t  wou ld  be  a t  l0

o 'c lock  a t  n igh t .  So ,  we en joyed i t  very  much.  And we had a  n ice  home.

We1] ,  a  home l i ke  tha t ,  tha t  vve  had over  there ,  you  know,  i t  wou ld  have cos t

us  a t  leas t  $SOO a month  o f  ren t .  And I  had two maids .  0h ,  I  went  beaut i fu l

over there.
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J:  So,  then dur ing  the  Depress ion  you had i t  eas ie r  over  there  than i f  you  had

stayed here?

C: Yeah. And then when we came over here to v is i t ,  we were so sad to see every-

body  so  poor .  Our  fami ' l y  was  jus t  bare ly  ge t t ing  a long.  My mother - in - law

st i l l  had that big tenement,  and from $25 she had to br ing i t  down to $. |0

for rent.  And then she had to beg them to pay her,  because they didn' t  have

i t .  And there was a fami ly there that she never did charge. She said,  "M.y

goodness ,  they  have f i ve  k ids  to  feed,  I  d idn ' t  have the  nerve  to  go  and ask

them for the rent.  One day when the t imes come good, they' l l  pay me., '  My

mother- in- law and father- in- law were very char i table too;  they were very good

peopie.  And they didn' t  press anybody, you know. So, there was one fami ' ly

there  w i th  f i ve  o r  s ix  k ids ,  and they  sa id ,  "No,  we can ' t  p ress  them fo r

the rent.  They can hardly make i t  for  food, for  those kids.  So, whenever

they  work  and the  money is  coming in ,  I 'm sure  they '11  pay  me.  And i f  no t ,

we l ' l ,  God knows bes t . "  That ' s  the  way they  used to  look  a t  i t .

And tha t ' s  the  way we used to  look  a t  i t .  Not  l i ke  over  here ,  do l la r  to

do l la r ,  dog to  dog,  you know--see who 's  mak ing  a  do l la r  more .  I t  was

d i f fe ren t ,  i t  was  d i f fe ren t .  Peop le  were  more  compass ionate ,  more  thought fu l ,

more  k ind ,  [ there  was]  more  togetherness ,  I  don ' t  know.  And tha t ' s  what  you

miss  a t  my o ld  age.  I ' l ow I  see  so  d i f fe ren t ,  I  don ' t  see  i t  l i ke  i t  used to

be.  And i t ' s  because the  c i ty  had grown to  what  i t  i s  today .  And o f  course ,

there 's  a l l  k inds  o f  peop le  here  f rom a l l  over  the  wor ld .  A t  tha t  t ime,  we

had a lot  of  people f rom the east and from the north.

l t ly  father,  for  instance, when he was dr iv ing the wagon and the hack, he

was working for Fomeroy at  that  t ime. And guess what? He would br ing in

peop le  on  s t re tchers .

25
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C: Now, where was I?

J :  You were  ta lk ing  about  your  fa ther ,  about  the  tubercu los is?

C: 0h, we were talk ing about that  we were kind to one another,  and had a lot  of

compassion towards one another? Anybody that was suffer ing or had something,

i t  was  no th ing  to  go  and g ive  h im a  hand,  wh ich  I  know i t ' s  f ld i f fe ren t ]  today .

Nobody wants to get involved. Nobody wants to get ' involved. They're afraid

to cal l  the pol icemen, because they're afraid that  maybe something might

happen to  them.  Wel l ,  I  don ' t  have tha t  a t t i tude .  I f  I  see  someth ing  go ing

wrong w i th  qy  ne ighbor ,  I '1 . |  ca l l  the  po ' l i ce ,  and I '1 . l  g ive  them my name

i f  I  have to .  What  am I  fo r?  But  today ,  a  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  want  to  ge t

involved. But at  that  t ime everybody got involved, because they were more

sympathet ic,  especia ' l1y when you needed he1p.

Now,  when my fa ther  was dr iv ing  a  wagon a t  tha t  t ime,  wh ich  I  th ink  i t

was the year of  ]907-8,  Hotel  Dieu was just  a smal l  p lace. I  remember the

verandas around the  bu i ld ing .  But  i t  was  so  d ign i f ied .  We thought  tha t  was

so good for us to have that beaut i fu l  hospi ta l - -and the nuns walking down

the street;  there was so much respect,  beaut i fu l .  But anyway, these trains,

when they'd come in,  they would stop in the middle of  Oregon. The tracks

used to be on the streets.  And at  that  t ime I  th ink the street was named

Main;  yeah, Main and 0regon. And they used to pick up the passengers f rom

the train r ight  there and put them in the wagon and take them to the hotels

or wherever they were destined to go. And some of them went to Hotel Dieu.

And one part icular pat ient ,  he was a dying man. My father,  I  remember

say ing ,  "0h ,  we brought  a  lo t  o f  s ick  peop le  in  ton igh t .  One man espec ia l l y - -

he 's  young,  bu t  he  sure  is  in  a  bad way.  He is  a  tubercu la r .  So  we dropped

27
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h im o f f  a t  Hote l  D ieu . "  And when Hote l  D ieu  go t  so  fu l1  o f  these peop le ,

they began to expand and there was another bui ld ing on Ar izona. I  th ink i t

s t i l l  s tands  there ,  i f  I 'm  no t  m is taken .  Yeah ,  i t ' s  s t i ' 11  the re  on  the  h i l l ,

you know, on Ar izona. The nuns had that place, too,  and there were tuberculars

there .  And then f there  was]  Dr .  Longrs  hosp i ta l ,  wh ich  was the  o ld  Sa in t

, loseph 's .  And Hote l  D ieu  was connected  w i th  i t .  And th is  o ther  p lace  on

Arizona Street was a house with about eight rooms, but there were nuns there

that took care of  s ick people.  Then i t  got  so bad, and so many tuberculars

started to come in that  they bui l t  tents up in the Highland Park area. Many

tents I  saw; when we wou' ld r ide in the buggy of  my Aunt Stewart ,  we would

go up the hi l l  there.  There was nothing over there but st icks and weeds and

rocks--no paved streets,  no nothing. But we would see the tents al l  scattered--

wh i te  ten ts ,  they  were  a l l  wh i te .  And tha t ' s  what  they  were- - tubercu los is

pat ien ts  l i v ing  there .  And then they  opened up  another  hosp i ta j  wh ich  is . . .

the  bu i ld ing  s t i l l  s tands  there .  I t ' s  on  Sacramento  and I  don ' t  know what

tha t  o ther  s t ree t  i s ;  [ i t ' s ]  a  b lock  be low A labama on Sacramento  St ree t .

There 's  a  [b r ick ]  bu i ' ld ing  there ,  th ree  or  four  s to r ies .  And tha t  was  a

hospi ta l .  They bui l t  that  way af terwards, to get r id of  the tents.

And then you 'd  see a  lo t  o f  l i t t le  houses  w i th  what  they  used to  ca l l

screen porches. There was a house with maybe two or three rooms, but al l

around the house was the porch and they were screened. And they had canvas

that they could rol l  up for  shade, Vou know. And they were al l  tuberculars--

al l  r ight  there on Sacramento Street,  and wel ' I ,  a l l  of  that  area on Cotton.

0n ,  wha t  i s  i t?  Nor th  P iedras .  A l l  i n  those  h i l ' l s  r i gh t  the re ,  tha t ' s  a l l  i t

was, tubercular area. And we were scared. I  remember the people would be

scared o f  the  tubercu los is ,  because ac tua l l y  a t  tha t  t ime I  don ' t  th ink  they
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had anything to-. . i t  was so contagious, you know. And to prevent you [ f rom]

ca tch ing  i t ,  the  on ly  way they  used to  do . . . I  remember  peop le  ta lk ' ing ,  no t

because i t  happened to us,  thank God for that ,  but  I  remember people ta lk ing.

They had to separate her--put her al l  to hersel f ,  or  put  h im al l  to himsel f .

Dishes and everything were just  for  them--never put them together.  And i f

they went in their  rooms where they were, Vou'd put a mask on your nose.

That 's  how s t r i c t  they  were .  Because na tura l l y ,  a ' l l  these peop le  b r ing ing

tuberculosis over here,  everybody would have gotten tuberculosis.  And a lot

o f  the  poor  peop le ,  espec ia l ' l y  the  Mex ican poor  peop le ,  a t  one t ime,  I

remember they found a lot  of  tuberculosis among a lot  of  poor Mexican

peop le .  But  r igh t  nouand then,  by  tha t  t ime,  they  knew how to  a t tack  i t ,

see. We were safe thenn because we knew that i t  was already taken care of .

And then another incident that  I  remember about an epidemic coming over

here  was the  po l io ,  in fan t i le  para lys is .  My 1 i t t le  s is te r  F io ra ,  she  was

at tacked be fore  my mother  d ied ,  bu t  they  ca l led  i t  a t  tha t  t ime in fan t i le

para lys is .  They  d idn ' t  know what  to  do .  They  jus t  la id  there  un t i l  i t  worked

out of  their  system, and they would stay there cr ipp' led.  My sister 's been a

cr ipple ever s ince. And then they had the other one that came afterwards,

her  daughter ,  f i ve  years  o ld ,  had i t .  And tha t  was  the  ep idemic  tha t  h i t

here.  I  guess you remember that .

Yeah .

And that was what? About 30 years ago? I t  was hi t  awful ly hard.  Dr.  Brack

was jus t  beg inn ing .  0h ,  God b less  h im.  He was jus t  beg inn ing  and he  took

Rosa l ie  over  and he  sa id ,  "we] l ,  i f  you  t rus t  me,  th is  i s  go ing  to  be  my

f i r s t  case  o f  po l io .  I f  you  t rus t  me,  I ' l l  do  a l l  I  can  fo r  [he r ] . "  And  he

d id .  And look  what  he  is  today .  But  i t  was  a  mi rac le  tha t  Rosa l ie  go t  to  wa lk .
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We had novenas there at  the cathedral .  And they had meet ings wi th the doctors.

And doc tors  sa id ,  "You pub l ish  i t  in  your  books  and your  l i te ra tu re ,  in

your  Catho l i c  [ ' l i te ra tu re ] .  Bu t  don ' t  ment ion  us . "  We got  the  books  and i t

went  a l l  over  the  wor ld ,  and Rosa l ie 's  go t  books  f rom a l l  over  the  wor ld - -

l i t t le  novenas,  and no tes  and le t te rs ,  because i t  was  a  mi rac le  tha t  she

got out of  that  wheel  chair  because she was hi t  f rom her hips down. And

she 's  wa ' l k ing .  She 's  a  teacher  today .  She dr ives  her  car ,  she  dances  wa l tzes ,

she goes  on  convent ions ,  she 's  a  c lub  woman,  she is  a  regent  o f  the  Catho l i c

Daughters .  So she 's  a  very  ac t ive  person.  And tha t  was  tha t  ep idemic  a t

that  t ime.

And  then  ano ther  one ,  when  I  was . . . l e t ' s  see ,  when  we s t i l l  had  tha t

s tone. . .no ,  we had g iven up  the  s to re  on  F i f th  and F lo rence.  That ' s  where

my mother-  and father- in- law's property was. We had that p ' lace vacant;  we

d idn ' t  know what  to  do  w i th  i t .  They  thought  we 'd  buy  a  p iece  o f  p roper ty

up on  the  nor th  s ide .  We used to  ca l l  i t  the  nor th  s ide ,  across  the  t racks .

At that  t ime everybody l ived on the other s ide of  the t racks.  There was no

d is t inc t ion  then.  And the  very  bes t  o f  fami l ies - -wh ich  became very  p rominent

in  E l  Paso- - ' l i ved  around there .  For  ins tance,  the  Cap les .  When tha t  bu i ld ing

started up, I  remember i t ,  and I  knew the Caples.

And i  knew a lot  of  the people that  are very weal thy today and prominent.

I  remember the Mathias,  the Schwartz,  the Goldbergs--al l  those Jewish peop' le.

They were very poor;  they weren' t  r ich at  that  t ime. But they made themselves.

Al l  that  fami ' ly  of  the Schwartz,  they were just  l ike you and I .  But they

were  bus iness  peop le .  They  a l l  had  bus iness  heads.  And they  had i t  made

because they took advantage of  the progressing of  El  Paso. They knew what El

Paso was going to be. So those boys were born in the store,  Vou can say.
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Lupita de Aguirre a cashier there when she was only 16 years old.  And she

saw when those boys were born and then they helped her even do the wrappings

and every th ing  there ,  l i ke  a  b ig  fami ly .  And tha t ' s  the  way the  peop le  used

to  look  a t  you ,  the  employees- - they  used to  look  a t  you  l i ke  one o f  the  fami ly .

That was the pret ty part  of  i t .  And you went wi th a lot  of  gusto to work,

le t ' s  pu t  i t  tha t  way .  You 'd  ea t  together .  You 'd  joke  and even dance.

when I  was  work ' ing  fo r  t l r .  S to la ro f f ,  I  was  jus t  a  k id ,  and he

took  a  l i k ing  to  me,  and he  wanted  to  take  me to  New York  on  h is  buy ing  t r ips .

He sa id ,  "What  a re  you do ing  over  here?  A beaut i fu l  g i r l  l i ke  you,  Vou ought

to  be  in  New York .  You cou jd  ge t  you  a  r i ch  man or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t . "

I  sa id ,  "Who wants  a  r i ch  man? I 'm happy l ' i ke  I  am."  (Chuck les)  But  he

was so cute;  he was so nice.  I  don' t  know, they were di f ferent.  You know

what I  mean?--the feel ings toward another person. And he gave us a beaut i fu l

party at  the Paso del  Norte [Hotel ] ,  on the roof.  And I  d idn' t  know

how to dance the one-two step. He said,  "why aren' t  you

danc ing ,  M iss  M i l l e r? "  I  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  know how to  dance  tha t  dance ,  tha t

p iece . "  "We l l ,  come on ,  I ' 11  show you . "  And  he  was  the  b ig  boss  a t  the

s tore ,  mind  you.  So,  sure  enough,  I  go t  up  there  and danced w i th  h im,  and

oh,  my goodness ,  we go t  a  lo t  o f  app lause.  Why,  I  don ' t  know.  (Chuck les)

Bu t  i t  was  so  n ice .

That 's  what  I  mean,  tha t  was  our  en ter ta inment ,  and the  p ic tu re  shows.

0h, we had to go to see a picture show every Sunday. And bel ieve me, the

picture shows at  that  t ime were real ' ly  good. They were comical  p ictures,

there were musical  p ictures.  And then we had operas.  We had operas too,

when I  was growing up and marr ied;  go to the opera al l  the t ime-- there at

the Estrel la.  They had the Mexican companies coming from di f ferent places.
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They would have the best companies coming in there.  And the Alhambra

Theater,  and the Crawford Theater--Why, a lot  of  those companies used to

come to those theaters.  But they were c lean pictures.  I  mean, they wouldn' t

te l l  you ,  "No,  lou  don ' t  go  to  tha t  show.  Don ' t  go  to  tha t  show.  h le  don ' t

want you to go to that  show. "  We never heard that.  They never to ld us never

to  go  to  a  show,  because i t  wasn ' t  a  good show or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  There

wasn ' t  such a  th ing .  That  was another  en ter ta inment  tha t  we rea l l y  had and

enjoyed so much.

And  when the  bur lesque  show. . . ( chuck le ) ,  tha t  was  the  th ing .  "Show

gir ls"  that  they used to cal l  them, you know. There was a theater r ight

there across the street f rom the Paso del  Norte.  And I '1 1 never forget

when a lot  of  us gir ls got together and we sneaked in in the af ternoon when

they were rehears ' ing.  I ,Je wouldn' t  dare go at  n ight,  you know, to those shows.

But we had a f r iend that said that  they rehearsed, and they would let  us go

in  and see.  So,  we went  there  to  see.  And we i1 ,  danc ing ,  k ick ing  and a l l

tha t ,  you  know.  But  tha t ' s  how we used to  ge t  a round.  [There  was]  no th ing

but  danc ing  and ice  c ream soc ia ls  and par t ies  a t  home.  "0h ,  so  and so 's

b i r thday .  They ' re  hav ing  a  par ty  and we ' re  inv i ted . "  But  you never  went

anywhere  w i thout  be ing  inv i ted .  You wou ldn ' t  jus t  b reak  in  o r  wa lk  in .

There  wasn ' t  such a  th ing  as  tha t .  I f  you  weren ' t  inv i ted ,  you  weren ' t

i nv i ted ,and  tha t ' s  the  way  i t  was .  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

So, th is other epidemic that  came, too,  was the typhoid.  And we had our

place vacant on Fi f th Street and Florence. So, Dr.  McAmit ,  f ldy his soul  rest

in peace, he came aiong there wi th Rosi ta Mart in.  She was a midwife and a

nurse, very competent.  And she always worked with him, and another nurse.

I  don' t  remember her name, she was an Ang' lo.  And Mart in was a Mexican gir l - -
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woman, I  should say.  She already was marr ied.  And she came from l t4exico

when the Revolut ion fstarted].  But she was already start ing over there as

a  nurse  in  some hosp i ta l .  And she d id  take  care  o f  a  lo t  o f  the  wounded

over there.  And then she came over here,  and she got jn wi th Dr.  McAmit

ins tead o f  ge t t ing  in to  a  hosp i ta l ,  because she knew a  lo t  about  midwi f ing ,

you know.  And in  Mex ico ,  tha t ' s  what  they  had,  on ly  midwives .  So,  he  took

in te res t  in  her  because she had some schoo l ing ,  and he  cou ld  t rus t  her .  And

so,  whenever  he  went  to  fami l ies  where  they  had the i r  ch i ld ren  a t  home,  the i r

bab ies  a t  home,  she wou ld  go  w i th  h im,  o r  he  wou ld  te l l  her  to  go  and see

how that pat ient  was and then she would report  to him. That 's what happened

to me with her,  yeah. So, everybody loved Rosi ta.  She was beaut i l 'u l .

So, then, when this epidem' ic came, the typhoid fever that  was scattered

around, somebody brought i t  f rom Mexico, and then the poor people began to

get s ick.  Some of their  f r iends or relat ives that came from l4exico,  they

brought i t .  And i t  started to extend r ight  there in el  barr jo,  the Segundo

Barr io.  So, s ince I  knew Dr.  McAmit ,  he was a bal l  fan--my husband was a

ba l l  p layer .  He was a  capta in  and a  coach fo r  the  E l  Paso c lub .  He rea l l y

was a good bal ' l  p layer.  He was the manager and the coach, I  guess. Anyway,

he was a very famous bal l  p layer.  There's st i l l  two of  them l iv ing who were

on his team--Modesto Gomez and Pete Leyva. And they're way up in their  80's,

c lose to 90's.  And they were on Joe's team. And they were invi ted to be in

the big teams in the East.  lv ly husband never wanted to leave El  Paso, but

Pe te  Leyva  d id .  Bu t  he  d idn ' t  l as t  ve ry  iong ,  he  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  way  they . . .

Once you j ive on the border,  they don' t  l ike to go over there,  especial ly at

that  t ime, Vou know, at  that  t ime. So, Dr.  McAmit  says,  "Who owns this

p l  ace?"  I  sa id ,  "Wel  l  ,  my fa ther - in - law does .  "  "0h ,  "  he  says ,  " I  wonder
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i f  he  wants  to  ren t  i t .  The  c i t y  w i l i  pay  h im fo r  i t . "  I  sa id ,  "We1 l ,  su re ,

we want  to  ren t  i t . "  You know,  I  d idn ' t  even go  ask  h im.  I  sa id  sure ,

because I  was supposed to be the one that knew about business and do business

th ings  in  the  fami ' l y ,  you  know,  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  I 'm no t  b ragg ing ,

but my mother- in- law used to rely on me to do things l ike that .  And so I

sa id ,  "Sure ,  we want  to  ren t  i t . "  I  says ,  "What  w i l l  the  c i ty  pay  us?"  He

sa id ,  "Wel l ,  I  guess  whatever  you want  to  ask  fo r  i t ;  we need i t .  I 'm

going from house to house to get these chi ldren vaccinated. You want to

he ip  us?"  I  sa id ,  " I  su re  do . "

So I  volunteered. And we went around the neighborhoods, you know, and

asked the mothers to br ing in their  chi ldren to that  p lace there where we

were. And he had three nurses and a doctor besides him. And they were

vaccinat ing everybody, and in ject ing everybody i f  they needed i t  or  d idn' t

need i t .  They had to do i t .  And in three weeks that th ing was down--no

more epidemic.  They closed everything. I  th ink they gave us $. |00 for  the

three weeks that they were there wi th us,  which was very good. I  d idn' t

pu t  any  pr ices .  I  le t  the  c i ty  send me the  check .  And tha t rs  what  they  d id .

They sent us $. I00,  which was very good at  that  t ime. Yeah, i t  was very nice.

Dr.  McAmit  was a big fan.  He used to l ike my husband a lot  because he was a

ba l l  p layer .  Wel l ,  tha t  was  another  d ivers ion  tha t  we had a t  tha t  t ime

here- - the  baseba l l ;  i t  was  a  b ig  th ing .  I t  i s  today ,  you  know,  bu t  I  mean,

the  boys ,  the  young boys ,  tha t ' s  a l l  they  were  do ing ,  p lay ing  baseba l l  o r

boi ing.  Boxing and playing bal l .  And the teams used to get together f rom

here to Juarez and Juarez to here.

Tha t ' s  in te res t ing"  too .

!^ le l l ,  you know what we forgot [ to ta lk about]? About Vi l la,  when I  was
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almost shot.  Do you want to put that  in?

Yeah, te l l  us about that  incident that  happened to you.

Can I  j us t  pu t  i t  i n?

Yeah,  go  ahead and br ing  i t  in  now.

You know,  I  jus t  remember  about  tha t  Revo lu t ion  o f  V i l la .  I  want  to  te l l

you two incidents,  because we were going to school  at  that  t ime and the

fami l ies were afraid for  us to keep on going to school  because the bul lets

were  f l y ing  a l l  over  when they  were  h i t t ing .  Now,  I  th ink  V i l la  h i t  Juarez

th ree  o r  fou r  t imes .  Bu t  the  las t  t ime ,  the  th i rd  t ime . . .oh ,  no ,  they  h i t

Juarez more than that.  When I  was iust  about 11 years old,  th is happened in

l9 l l ,  o f  course . . .no ,  I  was '12 ,  because  I  was  born  in  1898 .  So ,  I  was  twe lve .

l4y stepgrandfather asked me to take care of  a pot of  soup whi le he went to

town,  and he  was f i l l i ng  h is  p ipe  w i th  some tobacco.  That ' s  what  he  used to

smoke.  And he  had pu t  on  h is  b ig  S te tson ha t ,  because tha t ' s  what  they  used

to wear. lvly father wore the Stetson hats, too. They thought they were

dressed up when they wore those big Stetson hats,  and they were expensive

at  tha t  t ime,  and today  they ' re  more .  So,  as  long as  they  had the i r  shoes

sh ined and the i r  shave,  and the i r  c lean ha i r  cu t . . .  They  used to  say  [ tha t .J -  a  man

shou ld  have a  c lean neck ,  shave,  and a  ha i rcu t  and shoes  sh ined and a  ha t  on ,

and he  was a  man.  And be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  tha t ' s  what  those men used to  do ,

and they were real ' ly  "he-men".

And he  had on  h is  b ig  S te tson ha t  and he  was f i ' l l i ng  h is  p ipe ,  and I

was  a lmost  e lbow to  e lbow wi th  h im,  when he  was te l l ing  me about  tak ing  care

o f  tha t  soup .  He  was  k idd ing  me.  He  sa id ,  " I 'm  a f ra id  you ' re  go ing  to  le t

tha t  bu rn . "  I  sa id ,  "No ,  I  know how to  do  i t . "  So ,  jus t  then ,  a  sho t  came

in,  that  I  don' t  even rernember hear ing i t .  But i t  went through my
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stepgrandfather 's hat,  and he put his hand over my head and squat me down on

the  f loor  r igh t  qu ick  in  a  hur ry .  I  d idn ' t  know what  happened.  I  sa id ,  ' r l , r lha t?r l

He sa id ,  "Keep down there l  Don ' t  you  ge t  up ! "  A l l  I  cou id  hear  h im say ing

[was] ,  "A l l  the  t ime I  was  in  the  Confederacy  I  never  go t  a  ha t  sho t ,  bu t

I  d id have [ to have-]  a damn l lexi lan to come and shoot i t .  I t  ru ined my

hat l ,  ( l auqhs) ,  and  i t  was  V i l l a ' s  bu l le ts . "  Yeah .

Anyway, two or three days 1ater,  I  guess i t  was-- i t  couldn' t  have been

that very day, because we went to school  as usual--one of  the gir ls that  was

in  my c lass  d idn ' t  show up.  And the  teacher  inqu i red  about  her .  And some-

body go t  up  and sa id ,  "Wel j ,  she  was shot  las t  n igh t . "  And the  teacher  sa id ,

"What  do  you mean she was shot?"  "Yeah,  V i l la  was over  las t  n igh t ,  and a

bu l1e t  h i t  her  in  the  head. "  And a  l i t t le  Mex ican boy  go t  up  and sa id  tha t .

I  don ' t  remember  tha t  g i r l ' s  name,  bu t  anyway ,  she 's  s t i l l  l i v ing  and  she 's

s t i l ' l  l i v ing  here  in  E l  Paso.  And she ra ised a  fami ' l y  here .  Yes ,  she  was

grazed on her head; she was laying just  below a window, her bed was. And

that bul let  came r ight  there and just  grazed her head. She was lucky that

she wasn ' t  k i l led .  So,  na tura ' l1y  she was very  shocked and exc i ted ,  so  she

cou ldn ' t  go  to  schoo l .  And they  took  her  to  the  hosp i ta l  r igh t  away and

they doctored her up. So, that 's what happened to that  g i r ' l  that  I  know,

because she happened to  be  in  our  c lass .

And a lot  of  people were wounded. At nights people would get their

mattresses, or whatever they could,  to cover up their  windows that were facing

south.  And they would s: leep on the bare f loors,  but  at  least  they were safe

f rom the  bu l le ts .

R i  gh t .

They got so c lose to the r iver.  Do you bel ieve me that I  remember seeing
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that  r iver overf lowing?

0h,  my!

I t  was  a  f lood !  Yeah l

I t  was before al l  the dams up the r iver.

Yes ,  I 'm te l l ing  you!  I  saw tha t  water  come as  low as  on  Seventh  St ree t .

I t  iust  absolutely overf lowed. I t  ra ined awful  hard that t ime. I  remember

r r l y  mother  was go ing . . .  She a lways  had somebody in  the  buggy.  I .T l

never forget that. Everytime I remember my mother, she was having a baby

in the buggy. Wel l ,  i t  was common then, you know.

Sure .

The fami l ies  were  f rom four ,  to  s ix ,  e igh t ,  l0  ch i ld ren ,  my gosh.  I f  she

wou ld  have l i ved  longer ,  I  guess  I 'd  had a  dozen bro thers  and s is te rs ,  b less

her heart .  Anyway, I  remember. . . I  th ink i t  was Jimmy--my brother that  d ied

recent ly ,  Vou know-- tha t  we were  ro11 ing ,  had h im in  the  buggy,  because I 'm

sure Flora wasn' t  born yet .  And i t  must have been him. And we al l  went

over  there  to  see i t .  And l r l l  never  fo rge t  i t .  I t  looked so  myster ious .

I  was scared. I  remember I  was scared. I  was holding the skir ts of  my

mother .  I  sa id ,  "Le t ' s  go  home!  Le t ' s  go  home!"  Because i t  was  so  c ' loudy

and so myster ious that everybody, Vou know, f rom way back, you'd see couples,

a  lo t  o f  peop le  coming to  the  r i ver  to  see i t .  [There  were ]  a  lo t  o f

d rown ings  on  the  o ther  s ide .  0n  th is  s ide  I  don ' t  remember ,  bu t  over  here

where  the  smel te r  i s ,  i t  was  a l l  over .  0 f  course ,  I  don ' t  remember  see ing

that. What I saw, ute went straight down on Fifth Street. No, I mean down

south;  i t  must have been Florence or Campbel l  Street,  r ight  straight down.

0r fur ther down, I  th ink i t  was on Virginia and Seventh.

Yeah, that 's pret ty far  down.

J :

C :

r l :
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C:  That ' s  why  when they  bu i l t  tha t  s t ree t . . .have you no t iced  how h igh  the  s ide-

wa lks  a re  on  tha t  s ide? That 's  when they  bu i l t  up  h igh  because o f  the  n iver - -

the water would go there.  And I  saw that r iver.  I t  was scary,  bel ieve me,

i t  was scary.

And now there's nothing there anymore.

No,  you on ly  see a  t r i ck le .  (Laughter )  0nce in  a  wh i le  you see i t  when

they turn loose the gates,  and they you see the water coming down. But at

tha t  t ime there  was no  cont ro ] .  No,  no  dam a t  a l l .  And boy ,  tha t ' s  when

they  s ta r ted  bu i ld ing  i t .

And th ' is  Chamizal--about the br idge, about the lease of  the government,

about the s igning the treaty over here about Juarez and El  Paso, about the

land, that  we owed them so much land of  Chamizal  and al l  that  sort  of  stuf f - -

you know, I  saw that th ing I  don' t  know how many t imes, and every 20 years

they 'd  b r ing  i t  up ,  and they 'd  never  se t t le  i t .  F ina l l y  I  go t  to  see i t .

Bu t  every  t ime they 'd  b r ing  i t  up ,  they 'd  b r ing  in  canada.  why wou ld  they

br ing  canada? Because,  I  guess  the  laws a t  tha t  t ime,  o r  the  t rea t ies  o r

the div is ions of  the lands and waters of  one country f rom another,  they had

something to do with i t .  And they were always f ight ing that br idge-- that

tha t  be longed to  Mex ico ,  and tha t  be longed to  Mex ico .  I  sa id ,  "Why don ' t

they give i t  to them and forget about i t?"  At one t ime they said that  even

from San Antonio Street was from Mexico, which I  th ink is t rue.  Because

when you f igure  i t  ou t ,  coming f rom Don iphan,  the  r i ver  curves  l i ke  th is ;

we l l  they  made i t  go  l i ke  tha t  ins tead o f  coming l i ke  i t  used to  come l ' i ke

th is .  And i t  wou ld  have passed on  san Anton io  s t ree t .  I t  d id  pass  on

San Anton io  s t ree t .  That ' s  way  back  h is to ry .  But ,  I  go t  to  see i t  there

on Seventh  St ree t .  Which  they  eventua ' l1y  d id ,  ins tead o f  g iv ing  them a l l

3B

'1 .
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th is part  here,  they gave i t  down in the va' l ley.  But they dfd give i t  to

them. Let 's see, they gave them Tenth Street and Ninth Street.  That 's

why they  bu i j t  tha t  b r idge there .  But  I  f ina l ' l y  saw i t  se t t led .  But  every

20 years  they 'd  b r ing  i t  up  un t i l  I  f ina l l y  saw i t  se t t led .

Le t ' s  see  how many pres idents  I ' ve  seen.  You know,  tha t ' s  another

th ing .  I  saw Teddy Rooseve l t  come here .  I  th ink  tha t  was  in  191. l .  I

remember he was on the train,  on the back of  the t ra in,  standing on the back

o f  the  t ra in .  And  I  saw Por f i r i o  D iaz  and  Ta f t .  I  saw. . . I  d idn ' t  see

Frank l in  D.  Rooseve l t  because he  d idn ' t  ge t  o f f  the  t ra in ;  he  jus t  s tayed

there  in  the  t ra in .  I t  was  so  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  h im to  ge t  o f f ,  you  know.  And

then  a f te r  tha t  I  saw. . . I  d idn ' t  see  h im,  I  j us t  heard  abou t  h im,  Hard lng

came through here.  And when he died, i t  was such a commotion. And when

Madero died,andwhenHuerta died. Huerta was bur ied over here in the Concordia

fCemetery ] .  A l l  those b ig  guys  o f  the  Revo lu t ion ,  they  were  no th ing  bu t . . .

they were al l  for  t reason. Carranza, he was bur ied here and f inal ' ly  they

took  h im out ,  I  th ink ,  and they  took  h im back  to  Mex ico .  Pero  Huer ta

todav{a est{  gggi .  Huerta is st i l ' l  here.  Nobody claimed him.

I  guess  no t !  Wel l ,  I  don ' t  have any  more  ques t ions  to  ask .

I ' l e l l ,  I  guess  we 've  ta l  ked  enough.

0K. Thank you very much for the interview.
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