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Confidence in bell bottoms
and platforms

PR

Assayer of Student Opinig

LITTLE SECTION

BIG NEWS/,

MIGRANT FIRE KILLS 39

El Paso and Ciudad Judrez woke
up to devastating news, March 28,
of a fire at the National Migration
Institute at the Lerdo-Stanton
Bridge, taking the lives of 39
immigrant men from South and
Central America. The fire sparked
protests among many in Juarez due
to the rare circumstances and now
ongoing investigation.

FORMER PRESIDENT INDICTED

A New York City grand jury has
voted to indict Former President
Donald J. Trump. Having arrived
in New York City for his arraign-
ment and booking set to take place
April 4. Trump will be the first
President in history to have ever
been indicted. The Former Presi-
dent faces more than 30 charges
related to business fraud, after an
alleged hush hush money payment
to adult actress Stormy Daniels
ahead of the 2016 presidential
election, according to CNN.

NASHVILLE SHOOTING

Six people were killed in a school
shooting on March 27, in Nash-
ville, Tennessee including three
children and three staff members.
The shooter identified as former
student of The Covenant School,
Audrey Hale who was killed by
police. Adding to the list of mass
shootings, students across the
state of Tennessee continue to
protest for gun reform hoping to
decrease mass shootings around
the country.

STORMS DESTROY CENTRAL U.S.

After major tornadoes hit
several states across the South and
Midwest, officials say residents can
expect another round of severe
storms. Several counties suffered
after multiple tornadoes left 32
dead along with severe damages.
Residents are urged to find safety
in their homes during these un-
predicatable storms.

The Prospector may be reached at prospector@utep.
edu.
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Could CRT be banned in
Texas Universities?

BY ANNABELLA MIRELES
The Prospector

With fans dressed head to toe in
70s-esque attire, jewels, euphoric

makeup looks and even some in
LED butterfly wings, there is no
question they all came together to
see American rock band Greta Van
Fleet perform.

Lead vocalist Josh Kiszka, guitar-
ist Jake Kiszka, bassist Sam Kiszka
and drummer Danny Wagner
performed their “Dreams in Gold”
tour at the Don Haskins center
after having to reschedule their
Nov. 8, 2022, performance due to
Josh’s ear rupture during their show
in Bangor, Maine.

After the opener Rival Sons
performed, the crowd got ready for
Greta Van Fleet while the curtain,
which held 12 symbols, symbolic
of the 12 songs in “The Battle at
Garden’s Gate,” was still down.
Before the curtains rose, a mono-
logue started playing that featured
Josh saying, “All across the world

we've traveled wayward in search of

ARTS & CULTURE Page 6

The best of both worlds:
Eden Coffee X Thrift
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themes to hold. I've asked in mo-
ments filled with doubt, and this is
what I'm told. That living, in and of
itself, a constant celebration of love
and where there is love we will live
on, where there is not love, we must
provide it”

Once the curtains rose, a dystopi-
an-like stage was revealed with sev-
eral medium-sized structures which
resembled somewhat space needles
on display. Once they started per-
forming, a harsh red light flooded
the stage as they opened with “Built
by Nations.” They followed with
“Black Smoke Rising” and “Safari
Song” which are both on their
“From the Fires” album, released
in 2017. During the opening, fire
ignited at each end of the stage
as cach musician performed with
much passion.

Later, when they performed
“Light My Love” one of their
most popular songs, the lights on
stage displayed all the colors of the
rainbow, referencing the line of
the song, “Your mind is a stream of

colors.”

Before “Broken Bells,” Josh
prefaced the song by saying, “This
song, to me, has always felt like a
lesson can be learned in this human
experience and that it happens over
and over throughout time, and we
have to accept it one way or an-
other. That if we are going through
something extraordinarily difficult,
we realize that there is something
deeper underneath the surface that
the universe might be trying to tell
us. So that being said, if you are
holding on to anything tonight, just
acknowledge it and let it go.”

After performing “Age of Ma-
chine” which Josh labeled as “dys-
topian” and “technological” and
wanted the audience to get “deep in
their imagination,” they performed
“The Weight of Dreams.”

“This is a very special song for
us,” Josh said. “This one I've been
sort of spinning as the thesis of the
‘Dreams in Gold’ circus we’ve been
on.” Kiszka also mentioned that
although the concert was coming

to an end, there would be a “new
turning of the tales,” implying a new
album coming soon.

Towards the end of “The Weight
of Dreams” performance, the
lights turned bluish white along
with smoke slowly engulfing the
stage, making it take on a heavenly
appearance, yet again complement-
ing the lyrics to their song. Josh
grabbed a tambourine to comple-
ment his vocals and dancing while
pyrotechnics blew large clouds of
smoke into the stadium that created
what looked like clouds and ended
with fire coming out of pots that
surrounded the stage.

When “The Weight of Dreams”
performance ended and the four
musicians walked off stage, there
was an uproar in the audience
pleading for an encore. With fans
jumping up and down, cheering for
their favorites to come back out,
members of Greta Van Fleet walked
on stage one by one, ending with

see GRETA on page 4
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o p I “ I o n Itzel Giron, editor-in-chief

Favorite modern fashion trends ... vess.on,

Itzel Giron
Editor-in-Chief

Sports Editor

“Oversized suits
with sneakers.”

Emmanuel Rivas

“Work wear”

Maria Luisa Guerrero
Web and Copy Editor

“Curtain bangs”

Katrina Villarreal
Multimedia Editor

“Oversized

clothing.”

Annabella Mireles
Photography Editor

“Bellbottoms and
bell sleeves”

Fatima Alvarado
Design Editor

“Baggy jeans and
long skirts”

Marco Hinojosa
Audience and Engagement
Editor

“70’s fashion.”

Meagan Garcia
Arts & Culture Editor

“Mixed metals.”

Finding con

BY ANNABELLA MIRELES
The Prospector

Fashion does not have one defined
look. You could give three people
the same top or accessory and it
would be styled three different
ways. I think the first time I really
started to care about fashion was
when I watched “The Devil Wears
Prada” for the first time when [
was in elementary school. See-
ing how people treated pieces of
fabric as magic that transforms not
only their appearance but their
confidence excited me and helped
me believe I could do the same
for myself. I fell in love with the
idea that the clothes you decide to
put on your body were more than
that. You wear a statement telling
the world who you are and what
you like. Figuring out your style
is a journey that ends with self-

expression, whether people realize

it or not.

Growing up, I had three great
fashion inspirations: my mother,
my “teta” (grandmother) and my
great-grandmother. I used to love
watching them get ready in the
morning, strategically layering their
outfits with pantyhose, sequined or
lace blouses and gold hoops.

I used to love exploring my great-

grandmother’s and teta’s closets
when I was younger, observing the
different fabrics, patterns, cuts and
colors, waiting in anticipation for
the day I could buy my own clothes.

It has taken me a while to develop
my own style. In high school, I
lacked a lot of confidence.

I was not too happy with what
I saw in the mirror, so I decided
to play around with my style and
have some fun. I started looking
at stylebooks and going on social
media for inspiration. I would go to
thrift stores and try to match sev-
eral things together to try and build
even more ideas. Being creative
with fashion pieces is the highlight
of my morning. Being confident
with what I am wearing helped me
become confident in myself.

There is just something about
trying on clothes that makes me

feel like I am a completely different
person. Somehow my 10-year-old
self, playing dress up-games on my
iPad translated into me buying and
trying different outfits as if I were
the little model in that game, even
if that does mean I have become

a little bit of a ‘shopaholic’ Now,
just like my mom, I cannot leave
the house without dressing up.

In a funny way, I like feeling like

a Bratz doll, creating a new outfit
every day by reusing pieces I have
picked up at different thrift stores
and boutiques. I often get questions
like “why did you dress up so much
today?” or “where are you going

all dressed up like that?” I laugh
alittle, even though those com-
ments sometimes get to me because
although other people might think
I am being extra or silly for getting
ready, I do it for me.

bell bottoms and platforms

I choose to wake up a little earlier
to get ready because I enjoy picking
out a new outfit I have not worn
before. I like putting on makeup
because I get to enhance what is al-
ready there. I do not do any of these
things for anyone else other than
myself because that is what makes
me happy. Now, I am not saying
everyone needs to put 100 percent
of their effort into what they
look like every day because that is
impractical. All I know is turning
myself into my own character every
day has made me feel a little more
powerful and confident. To me, my
confidence comes in platform shoes
and bell bottoms and like Carrie
Bradshaw once said in “Sex in the
City, “
I can see it...hanging in my closet.”

I like my money right where

Annabella Mireles is the photo editor and may
be reached at aamireles@miners.utep.edu;@
photographybyannabella on Instagram.
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3. Who took over versace in 1997?
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Vogue since 19882

1. Which fashion brand do you associate red-soled shoes?
2. Lingerie brand that gives models the title of “Angels”

4. What is the fashion capital of the world?

5. What waistline was popular in the early 1800?

6. What is the name of the most popular jean brand?

9. What NBA Rookie revolutionized the shoe game?

14. What brand is Harry Styles most known for wearing?

16. What was the name of the fashion designer Chanel?

17. Fabric made out of fibroin, a protien found in larvae secretion?

7. What is an enviormentally safe alternative to buying clothes?
8. British journalist based in New York City who has served as editor-in-chief of
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10. Who designed Marylin Monroe’s famous “ Happy Birthday” dress?
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12. Megan Markle’s wedding dress was from which French fashion house?
13. What ist he name of Rihanna’s lingerie and sportswear company?

15. Where does the Met Gala take place?

18. What British designer brought modern punk into mainstream fashion?
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A city filled with unique and stylish souls

BY ERIK ACOSTA
The Prospector

From putting on a pair of bell
bottoms to styling rustic overalls
to rummaging through a closet to
find a corset or a button-down shirt
to layer with vintage jewelry and
accessories; people have found a
way to express themselves through
fashion. Being universal and based
on individualism, fashion gives ev-
eryone who has a unique style a way
to express themselves differently,
from street style, gothic and even
1970s inspired fashion, which for
some is inspired by Chicano history
and culture. Creating outfits with
high platform boots and printed
skirts covered with belts, chains,
laces and bows covering her hair
is one-way UTEP student Frida
Acuna expresses herself through her
fashion sense.

“I feel like growing up, [ wasn’t
able to express myself through my
style and once I hit a certain age,

I realized that I could express and
liberate myself through the clothes
that I wear,” Acuna said. “So, I feel
like street style with formal style is
a fusion of who I am.”

Mixing a world of trendy tees,
sneakers and fancy blazers with
a coquette aesthetic of romantic
blushed hair accessories filled with
bright colors was something Acuna
was aiming for in her style. But
finding that specific style was not
casy for Acuna, something many

people can relate to.

“It was honestly hard on getting
out of my shell because before, I
would use basic and simple cloth-
ing items and it was a challenge
being able to just not care about
what other people thought about
on what I dress,” Acuna said. “Now
honestly, it’s very easy cause I just
care about what I feel and look like
and if I feel comfortable, I'm all
for it

Whether a style is vintage or
punk with leather and flashy hair,
certain styles of fashion can some-
times help an individual become
comfortable and authentic with
themselves. It can also help people
discover their femi-
nine and

mascu-

line
sides.

Incorporating bell bottoms and
“70s retro clothing into their style,
EPCC student René Acosta recalls
his experience of finding his style a
journey due to Hispanic culture.

“Our culture is very (machista),
it's dangerous for a queer individual
to be free in this society,” Acosta
said. “I mean it’s a work in progress,
but I know we will eventually get
there in the future. It really was a
journey because of culture and my
parents, born
in the early
70s so
they
still

have that late mentality of being

“Why is he wearing makeup’ or

“Why is he expressing himself like

that?”

A closet filled with colorful retro
flares to warmed-toned patterns of
paisley, his wardrobe gives energy
of late 70s nostalgia and Acosta is
not afraid of embracing his femin-
ity through makeup and his long
curly hair.

Being raised in a Chicano family,
Acosta drew inspiration from his
ancestry and family’s culture, trans-

forming it into his style.

“My fashion sense and what
I live for is Viva la Raza,
Chicano power, I'm all
about that it’s in my roots,”
Acosta said. “Ever since |
was a kid, I always lived
for Viva la Raza, and I
like expressing my fashion

& through the nostalgic Chi-

Wcano rock movement.”
Having nostalgia for a

garment or fabric thatisa
throwback to a different

lcra can sometimes be a

driving force in someone’s

sense of style and fashion.

For Acosta, he consid-
ers his luscious long curly
hair and his nostalgia for
2 clothes a driving point in
this style.
| “Nostalgia is what really
defines me, I crave nostal-
gia that’s why I wear bell

bottoms and flares, and that’s why
I keep my hair long,” Acosta said.
“My hair is what also defines me,
it’s my passion. It also defines my
fashion because whenever I wear
my hair down, it just makes me feel
powerful with my bell bottoms and
it keeps me in touch with those
roots of Chicano rock movement.”

Some people may have trouble
finding items that fit a particular
aesthetic, which makes developing
their fashion identity challenging.

For Acuna and Acosta, shop-
ping at Savers, local thrift shops, or
Depop; an online thrift store, has
helped them discover their style
just a little bit casier.

With the many unique styles fash-
ion has to offer in the borderland
or across the world, some individu-
als may find one specific style that
sparks their creativity can be a chal-
lenge at first, but for Acuna being
open to trying new things can help
with that experience.

“Honestly not caring what other
people think and being authentic
to yourself,” Acosta said. “If you
like something wear it, make it your
own and own it and just not be
afraid to experiment and try new
things, that would be my advance.”

Erik Acosta is staff reporter and may be reached at
emacosta6@miners.utep.edu

Critical Race Theory could just
be a theory in Texas Universities

BY ERIK ACOSTA
The Prospector

Sitting in a classroom learning
about how laws and social move-
ments can be shaped by social
conceptions of race and ethnic-
ity is a subject known as Critical
Race Theory. This discipline can
transform a student’s knowledge
and learning, but a new Senate bill
could potentially outlaw its teach-
ing across universities in Texas.

After heavy debates and long
meetings in crowded boardrooms,
many lawmakers across Texas came
up with a few Senate bills that
would be up for discussion. Ac-
cording to a statement by Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick, 30 priority bills are
meant to be heard at the next legis-
lative session later this year, among
them are S.B. 16, 17 and 18.

If passed, S.B. 16 would restrict
the efforts of educators teaching
Critical Race Theory in colleges
across Texas, while S.B. 17 would
ban DEI (Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion) hiring policies in higher
education and S.B. 18 would end
tenure in public universities.
Several lawmakers across Texas
are fighting this uphill battle to
guarantee these policies remain in
place, while some Texas lawmakers
are trying to remove policies that,
in the opinion of some, foster inclu-
sivity and a diverse atmosphere. In
a press conference for Texas House
of Representatives about legislative
priorities, State Rep. John H. Bucy
is one of many fighting this battle
and filed a couple of bills earlier this

year, March 3, that would counter
sue these bills posing a threat to
critical thinking being taught in
higher institutions.

“There’s a culture war about criti-
cal thinking and embracing other
ideas, and I think it comes from
people who are scared of change,”
Bucy said. “Ultimately, they’re on
the losing side, you're not going to
stop change”

Fighting to ensure these bills do
not pass, Antonio Ingram, Assistant
Counsel to the Legal Defense Fund
at the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), considers these bills es-
pecially, regarding tenure positions,
as a general attack on educators and
professors across Texas.

“If you have tenure currently, you
can maintain it but if you don’t
have it, you will not be able to get it
in the future and it’s important to
contextualize the tenure attack, as
they’re professors teaching subjects
that the political leaders in Austin
do not like,” Ingram said. “These
bills are all working together to
really attack public education in a
multiracial Texas, in a reaction to
the increasing levels of diversity in
the state.”

To some, Texas is becoming a
more diverse state with free think-
ers and individuals who want to
create an environment that high-
lights and supports diversity, so one
might ask themselves, “Why are
these bills being proposed now ?”

“The political leadership sees how
Texas is diversifying, they see that

it is becoming a more increasingly
diverse state and that education is a
place where students are exposed to
diversity, and world views that chal-
lenge them and makes them critical
thinkers,” Ingram said. “There’s an
impulse to silence those voices and
students and the professors that
are making Texas into a diverse and
beautiful state in my mind.”

Across the nation lawmakers
have been pushing for bills to ban
Critical Race Theory in classrooms
and pushing the agenda on limiting
what an educator can teach to their
students. Knowledge is an enrich-
ing experience and limiting a stu-
dent’s process of learning new ideas
takes away what educators aim to
do. S.B. 16 was brought up last
week at a Higher Education Sub-
committee hearing and is rapidly
moving onto the next legislative
hearing as soon as possible; S.B. 17
and 18 still have some time to gain
momentum but will most likely be
heard in early April. Walking onto
campus where a student’s knowl-
edge is limited and professors are
restricted in what they teach, could
be enough for students to find new
colleges outside of Texas. With the
possibility of these going into effect
soon, some are asking for change.

“Call your elected officials and let
them know that this is something
that you care about and raising
awareness and letting people know
that it is important and it’s going to
impact us.” Ingram said.

Erik Acosta is a staff reporter and may be reached at
emacosta6@miners.utep.edu

Trying to blaze trails
in more than Blazers

BY SALMAPAOLA BACA
The Prospector

A collector of twentieth-century
clothing, Barbara Dickstein,
once said, “Clothing, more than
anything else — more than furni-
ture, more than jewelry — clothing,
represents a person. Clothing is
always a symbol of who you are.

It tells your status, role in life, and
social position.”

Many can agree and relate that
clothing is a form of representing
oneself, and many have the privi-
lege to dress to express themselves
creatively through their outfits.
Still, there are circumstances where
fashion creativity is restricted,
especially in the workplace.

Although men have their share of
dress codes to follow for profes-
sional attire, the dress code for
women is deemed more strict.

A woman’s professional attire
has always impacted how they are
perceived in the workplace.

The dress code for women in
professional jobs varies depend-
ing on the industry and company.
However, some general guidelines
exist, such as conservative attire,
neutral colors and the limitation of
makeup and jewelry.

Women are presumed to fulfill
each expectation of this strict ward-
robe to fit into the professional
work attire status quo.

Unprofessional business attire
for women could include but is
not limited to mini skirts, tight
clothing, anything showing cleav-
age or stilettos. These restrictions

Professional attire on women has
always impacted the way they are
perceived in the workplace. Photo by
Jasmin Campoya/The Prospector

are made to prevent women from
being sexualized in the workplace.
Studies have shown that sexual-
ized body parts are more likely to
be gazed at when a woman wears
revealing clothing than in conser-
vative attire.

The same research studies re-
vealed that if women are sexualized
in the workplace, they are perceived
as less honest and trustworthy, but
women dressed more masculinely
are more likely to be taken seri-
ously.

Although the dress code already
seems to be demanding in the
sense of muting colors, fashion
and makeup for the workplace,
throughout time, it has been shown
that office environments are start-
ing to be lenient on dress codes
for the sake of being comfortable
in the midst of work creating a
healthier work environment.

SalmaPaola Baca is a contributor and may be reached
at sbaca6@miners.utep.edu.
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Dress the planet with organic fashion

BY ELISHA NUNEZ
The Prospector

With the state of the world’s
environment becoming a bigger
topic in modern politics, ways to
make a positive impact on the globe
are also being discussed. From
recycling paper and plastic, there
have been many ideas to reduce
pollution or other negative impacts
on the environment. One method
becoming popular with brands and
customers is organic fashion. Or-
ganic fashion is clothing made from
natural organic materials without
the use of chemicals. The use of
organic fashion can lead to many
benefits, from reducing humanity’s
carbon footprint to making cloth-
ing better for people with sensitive
skin. According to Aman Wraich,
adoctorate student at UTEP’s De-
partment of Earth, Environmental
and Resource Sciences, the rise in
organic fashion’s popularity seems
to also have a rise in better things
for the environment.

“In a recent BBC report, it was
calculated that of approximately
100 billion items of clothing
manufactured annually, upwards
of 65 percent end up in a landfill”
Wraich said. “With the rise of
more conscious consumers, and
increased transparency in the sup-

Aritzia is a fashion company founded in 1984, and they now operate
over 101 stores in both the U.S and Canada. Its website launched in
2012, carrying over 3,000 items, including styles made with organic
materials. Photo by Joel Molina/The Prospector

ply chain, there does seem to be a
rising inclination of manufacturers
to move towards more recycled
and biodegradable materials, along
with more innovations in terms of
development of biodegradable and
plant-based plastics.”

From benefitting the planet to
people, organic fashion poses
more positives outside the state of
the enviroment. People with skin
conditions such as eczema and skin
sensitivity are exposed to danger-
ous chemicals or materials in other
clothing textures. With organic
fashion, people with these condi-
tions do not have to worry about

exposure to things that can irritate
their skin. Some clothing materi-
als can carry pesticides and other
harmful chemicals that can damage
people’s skin, even for people with-
out such conditions.

“Organic fashion is grown in
healthier soil, and it is a much
better quality for people who suffer
from skin allergies,” said Nicole
Gastelo, an El Pasoan who suffers
from eczema. “It can help me to get
rid of rashes and allergies, unlike
non-organic clothes, which have
chemicals like bleach, dyes, and
scents or perfumes. Not only does

organic fashion help people with

skin conditions, but it can also save
animals by not using their fur and it
supports fairer working conditions
for people”

Shopping for organic clothing
can also be healthy for businesses
and workers. Many fast fashion
companies have clothes made in
poor countries, where working
conditions are poorer, along with
wages. When you are buying from
sustainable brands, you are buying
from a company that has clothes
manufactured in a safe place with
good working conditions.

Organic fashion is not only a
good choice if you want to support
a good company, but you can also
be supporting ethical and cruelty-
free companies.

Sustainable companies that
produce these pieces of clothing are
free of child labor, animal testing
and other unethical practices many
companies are infamous for.

Opverall, buying organic clothing
is a choice that can only be made by
customers. The choice is not only to
benefit the wellbeing of the planet,
but to improve people’s health con-
ditions and ethics or standards for
companies around the world.

Elisha Nunez is a staff reporter and can be reached
through egnunez2@miners.utep.edu

GRETA from cover

with Josh.

The four performed “The Age of
Man” from their “Anthem of the
Peaceful Army” album and “High-
way Tune” from their “From the
Fires” album.

I was absolutely blown away
by Josh’s vocals and how long he
could hold notes as well as how
entertaining he is. At the end of
the last song, he jumped on one of
the speakers barefoot and took a
shot. As for Wagner, his drum solo
was the highlight of the night and
special since he does not do it every
concert. Jake even played in a Jimi
Hendrix-type fashion by playing his
guitar behind his head and Sam lit
incense during the show while play-
ing multiple keyboards. There is no
doubt that Greta Van Fleet can put
on a show. Each musician displays
so much passion in their work and
that can be noted from even the
furthest of seats. In all, the concert
was five out of five stars for putting
on one of the best I have seen.

To sce the full gallery, visit
https://photographybyannabella.

mypixieset.com/clients/

FQ ' ' ) '

Annabella Mireles is the photo editor and may
be reached at aamireles@miners.utep.edu; @
photographybyannabella on Instagram.

ANSWERS TO
CROSSWORD:

pOOAAJSQm QUUIIATA "QT

2IMIMSUT JWNISOd
118 Jo wnasanjAr uer[odondAl *G T
:Kauag o8eaeg ¢
Ayouaarny 71
E[ED PN TI

SmoT ued[ "0
INOJUI A\ BUUY °§
Suryuyy, -/
‘SSOYOV
SLT

0300 91

Pony Fi

UTpIO[ PEYIIN ‘6
SIADT 9

sndwry +g

UWeIN %
e[PIRUO( "¢
19109 SELIOIA 7
unnoqno ‘|
NAAOd

THE CENTER FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
AND SUPPORT SERVICES

Connects with you anytime, anywhere with

AlM

CASS ONLINE PORTA

“NMPOATAL

AIM is an online software system to process accommodations for
students with disabilities.

AIM allows students to access or request services online and from
the safety and comfort of their home 24/7 with their single sign on

UTEP credentials.

GENTER FOR ACCOMMODAT ONS

AND SUPPORT SERVIGES
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erforming in color: Concert fashion

During their concert, March 21, at the Don Haskins Center, Josh Kiszka wore a white jumpsuit with embroidered dragons on the sides and sleeves
along with jewels and a cardigan that had shoulder pads and puffed out sleeves. His twin brother Jake wore a black blazer with complimenting
embroidered dragons on his sleeves and pants. Photos by Annabella Mireles/The Prospector

BY ITZEL GIRON
The Prospector

Editor’s note: More photos of
the Greta Van Fleet concert can
be found on page cight of The
Prospector.

Concerts can call for much plan-
ning on the attendees’ part, from
transportation to hotels to makeup
to clothing choices, but what about
the artists themselves?

Most artists perform in simple,
comfortable and easy-to-move-in
clothing while some use their looks
to excite their fans amid the diff-
culty of finding clothes comfortable
enough to perform in.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic
began to slow down in 2021, many
artists have slowly returned to stag-
es across the globe. Some are taking
advantage of the two to three-hour
sets to highlight their creative and
unique outfits, those artists include
Harry Styles, Greta Van Fleet and
Taylor Swift.

During his most recent tour,
“Love On Tour,” Harry Styles uti-
lized his partnership with GUCCI
by wearing different custom outfits
during each show.

It is something Styles has been
doing since his first tour, “Harry
Styles: Live on Tour,” but now it
has become a guessing game each
night as to what he will wear or
what color-patterned outfit he
would have on.

It may not be something Styles
started during his time in One
Direction, but his clothing choices
have brought up the question if
men should put more effort in what
they wear during performances
rather than going shirtless and
wearing a pair of shorts like lead
singer of the band Imagine Drag-
ons, Dan Reynolds.

When looking at women in the
music industry, many of them
always look their best by wearing
heels, full faces of makeup, skirts
and dresses but some have taken it
up a notch by either leaving that
norm completely or elevating their
outfit choices.

Taylor Swift is one artist taking
her clothing choices up a notch
during her highly anticipated “The
Eras Tour.” With 17 quick changes,
Swift has elevated the idea of a per-
formance with all her costuming.

Other performers who utilize
their fashion to stand out amongst
other artists is Greta Van Fleet,
an American rock band that takes
inspiration from the 1970s to stand
out rather than the usual black
leather and chains most rock bands
are known for.

It is the eccentric wardrobe by
these artists that not only inspire
other artists in their shows, but
the fans who attend them as well.
Thus, inspiring a new era of concert
fashion culture.

Itzel Giron is the editor-in-chief and may be reached
at prospector@utep.edu; @by.itzel.giron on Instagram; @
itzel_anahi_16 on Twitter.
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The besi

of both
worlds:

Eden Coffee X Thrift gives clothing and accessories a chance to be loved and used by someone new. This thrifter seeks to give their clothing a
brand new home and second chance at wear. Photo by SalmaPaola Baca/The Prospector

BY ELISHA NUNEZ
The Prospector

Editor’s Note: This is the second
partina three-part series.

Isaac Perales never imagined he
would be running a side business
including two of his favorite things:
thrifting and coffee. After being in-
volved with thrifting for a little over
ayear he decided to start his own
thrifting business while maintaining
his job as a barista. It was not until
recently though that his company
went through a major change. Cof-
fee would be the new addition to
his newly renamed business, Eden
Coffee X Thrift.

Perales started thrifting on his
own around two years ago. Before,
he would shop at retail chains and
other stores before discovering local
thrift shops. It was in these stores
where he found his new sense of
style and before he knew it, entered
the thrifting business.

“I used to shop at (stores like)
H&M, but now I can find better
stuff, clothes that are worth (some-
thing) within my own thrift stores,”
Perales said. “I think clothing is
very fun, I guess, especially when it
comes to the vintage (clothing).”

Fashion has always interested
Perales and it was thrifting that gave
him the motivation to dress freely
and express himself. Prior to thrift-
ing, Perales never had a clear way to
express his interest in fashion.

It was not until he started shop-
ping at local thrift and vintage
shops that he could start to exercise

:A'—;F pncs nglﬂv"‘ " ;,\1

Thrifters in the midst of the recycled closet at Eden Coffee X Thrift.
Photo by SalmaPaola Baca/The Prospector

his interest in fashion.

“I believe that the fashion
industry is just something that’s so
remarkable,” Perales said. “I feel like
it tells a lot about a person based on
the clothing that they’re wearing. I
feel clothing is a form of expression.
You can really tell a lot about a per-
son based on how they’re dressed.
But at a certain point, being able
to dress freely based on what you
like to wear, colors that you like
to wear and stuff like that is very
important.”

His newfound passion for thrift-
ing led him to establish his busi-
ness, Five Minute Thrift Trips in
November 2021.

For a while, his business was
strictly clothing related. It was not

until earlier this year he decided to
incorporate coffee in his originally
fashion based business venture.

“I think that a thrifting business
selling coffee would be socially
favorable,” said Kaylee Corral, a
senior at Americas High School.
“I've always appreciated that places
like Target and Albertson’s have
a Starbucks inside of them. I find
it very convenient. | know many
people who enjoy thrifting for fun
along with trying new places, and
it’s because of this that I believe a
place that has both coffee and shop-
ping will be (successful).”

A lover of coffee, Perales decided
to take this love to the next level by
buying an espresso machine, which
he would eventually use to expand

his thrifting business.

“T actually bought an espresso ma-
chine for my house and for refresh-
ments,” Perales said. “Those things
are really expensive. So, I wanted
this machine to pay itself off. That’s
when I started selling coffees and
stuff like that. When I decided to
start growing as a business, this
(was) my (new) goal. So, sometimes
at our markets (we) will set up (the)
little espresso machine and we’ll sell
coffees.”

After it was decided that he would
start selling coffee with his clothing
products, Perales decided to rename
his business to Eden Coffee X
Thrift. Accompanying his business’
rebranding, Perales also has hopes
to see his business grow with time.

“I feel like everybody’s goal when
starting a small business is to grow.
Our goal for the business is to have
alittle coffee shop and have vintage
clothes. It’s going to be a hybrid.
That’s what we hope for the future,”
Perales said. “T've always believed
that if I'm going to do anything,
I’m going to do it to glorify God.
Eden goes back to Adam and Eve.

I think it’s so impressive how they
were kicked out of Eden because
of their (imperfection). Our whole
motto of our business is “You don’t
have to be perfect to be here”

As the business does not have a set
location, you can follow the busi-
ness’s Instagram @eden.coffee.thrift
to see where they will pop up next.

Faill? Ll/lSlll.L
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EVENT #1:

WHAT: Guest Artist Faina Lushtak,
Pianist Presents

“Musical Treasures: A Program of
Favorite Encores”

WHERE: Fox Fine Arts Recital Hall

WHEN: 7:30 p.m., April 16

EVENT #2:

WHAT: Miss El Paso USA/Teen USA
WHERE: Magoffin Auditorium
WHEN: April 29 & 30

EVENT #3:

WHAT: “The Complete, Incomplete,
and Alternative Works of William
Shakespeare: After the First Folio
and Before”

WHERE: UGLC 126

WHEN:6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., April 20

Elisha Nufez is a staff reporter and can be reached
through egnunez2@miners.utep.edu

(1) Photo courtesy of UTEP Mu-
sic Department.

(2) Photo courtesy of Laura’s
Productions

(3) Photo courtesy of Prospector
archive/Alberto Silva Fernandez

Read about
these events in
our nextissue,
coming April 18
and our website.

KEEP OUR WATER GLEAN!

Only rain should go down the storm drain.

Keep material out of the stormwater conveyance system (curbs, gutters, sidewalks, streets, drains,

culverts, and arroyos). Dispose of grass, leaves, yard waste, and construction debris properly.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & SAFETY

El Paso Natural Gas Building, Room 10
(915) 747 - 7124 » EH&S@UTEP.EDU
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Tattoos: Art for

BY MARCO HINOJOSA
The Prospector

From skulls to floral designs to
portraits and meaningful quotes,
tattoos have the capability to ex-
press more than just a design but an
individual. Tattoos have a history of
making their mark within certain
cultures. Nowadays, this art form is
used to express more than emotions
but also create beautiful forms of
stories on the skin.

The word “tattoo” originates from
a mix of the Samoan and Marque-
san language, which originally was
called “tatau” or “tatu.” Tattoos
were first introduced over 5,000
years ago, it was not until the 1400s
that tattoos were seen very rarely,
and the practice began spreading
through Europe and America. Later
in 1991 tattoos were discovered on
a mummified body.

Despite how common they were
amongst different cultures, with the
rise of Christianity, cultures and
societies began to View tattoos as
sacrilegious. Even though body art
dates back many years, people set
aside the judgment and continue to
use this form of art to express them-
selves in a more permanent way.

“Body art for me is expression
like any art. I had things I wanted
to represent, experiences [ had in
my life, and I just felt like I needed
to put them on my body because
they are a part of me,” said UTEP
student, JC Rivera. “Nobody will
ever know about it, and I will not
remember it in the same light as if
I did not mark it and use that as a
book end to move forward onto the
next chapter of my life.”

As tattoos have grown in popular-
ity over the course of several years,
people have accepted the art form,
but tattoos blossom at the cross-
roads of art and the human body,
allowing people to portray this
form of expression on their body
as if they are their own canvas. In
more recent times, there has been
an overwhelming increase in body
art, allowing a new wave of fashion
to be introduced into society, espe-

the body and soul

Julio Cesar Pizana Aleman, is an artist at Monolith Tattoo. He sits in front of his wall of designs, which he says each have his own special spin on
them. Photo by Annabella Mireles/The Prospector

cially with tattoo shops spreading
across multiple cities.

“It has evolved to (that) and it
makes people feel more individual
as a person. Tattoos for the longest
time have been like a rite of pas-
sage,” said local tattoo artist, Julio
Cesar Pizana Aleman who works at
Monolith Tattoo, which is located
at 212 E. Paisano.

At The Good Life Tattoo, located
on 4131 Fred Wilson Ave., another
local tattoo artist, Goldie Jones says
she likes to see how tattoos bring
her clients’ joy.

Many local artists say Pinterest is
now a common gateway for art in-
spiration among people nowadays.

“The frequency in designs that
I definitely see are the ‘Pinterest’

stuff or ‘“TikTok’ stuff,” Jones said.

“However, their favorite art style to
work on is ‘cottagecore.”

While some get bolder and more
brazen looks tattooed, others get
simplistic patch work on their body
creating a form of collage.

“I try not to do stuff that other
people have done 10,000 times,
but I mean traditional people have
done it 10,000 times,” Aleman said.
“I'want to do my own spin to it,
so I develop my own style. I like to
perform my own art,” Jones said.

“I approach my tattooing in a very
technical sense if I can. Through
the creative aspects especially with
my designs, I like to try and pour
a little piece of myself into each
design. Like I want people to see,
‘Oh yeah that’s Goldie’s work.”

While tattoos were once perceived

Read more about this story
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Don't Buy
Farah Pants!

W all may have a friend or fam-
ily member in our lives that when
it comes to what we wear in our
daily lives, can easily put our casual
outfits to shame.

Every decade in fashion is inter-
esting, from the colorful tie-dyed
shirts of the ‘60s to the punk rock
flannels of the “90s.

One name familiar to those
interested in fashion history is
Mansor Farah. Farah, a Lebanese
immigrant who sold dry goods
and hay, traveled from Canada to
El Paso, Texas. He, along with his
wife Hanna Farah, had one goal in
mind...

Photo courtesy of todayinlabo-
rhistory.com

on theprospectordaily.com

by the community as “unprofes-
sional,” people are now breaking the
stereotype of tattoos being frowned
upon and are now embracing and
redefining body art.

“I think that it’s come a long way,
like when I started getting tattoos
it wasn’t that long ago, but the per-
ception was different,” Rivera said.
“It still was not considered profes-
sional and now I'm seeing a lot of
professionals that have tattoos. So,
I'm really glad that people are com-
ing around to it and just seeing it
for what it is, which is expression.”

The physical and all various forms
of memories, emotions and colors
collaborate to create this amazing
form of art.

Tattoo art captures and at the
same time, reveals unspoken aspects

of one’s personal story.

“I love walking around campus
and just seeing people with differ-
ent artwork,” Rivera said. “I have
no shame, so I'll go up to people
and I'll ask them, ‘Oh what does
this mean?’ There is always a story
behind it. It is always a good talking
point, you get to a know a person
by their tattoos.”

From being covered head to toe
with eye catching tattoos to simple
and meaningful tattoos, it is a great
thing to see people express them-
selves more artistically. As society
continues to welcome new trends,
the art of tattoos will continue to
prosper and remain relevant within
the realm of art.

Marco Hinojosa is the audience and engagement editor
and may be reached at mhinojosa4@miners.utep.edu

HERE,

@el.RubinCenter Project Space Gallery
March 23 - May 26, 2023

Free and open fo the public

Here, And the Wind documents the process behind Experiencing
the Bosque (ETB), an interdisciplinary explordtion and perfesmence
at Rio Bosque Wetlands Park.
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Josh had seven stripes of gold glitter and white makeup across his
cheeks as well as face jewels and glitter eyeshadow. Sam had stripes
of glitter on the bottom of his lash line and Danny had dots under his
eyes and black eye shadow with glitter in his inner corners.

Photos by Annabella Mireles/The Prospector

supports UTEP students who are applying for nationally competitive
scholarships and fellowships to fund graduate school and overseas
experiential learning (research, teaching assistantships, etc.).

Nationally competitive funding opportunities that are:

* Based on academic merit as opposed to financial need

* Open to students from a variety of majors

* Eligibility, application materials, and deadlines vary depending on the award
* Involve a substantial amount of time commitment and careful planning

Depends on the award, includes but is not limited to:
* Funding for overseas experiential learning: research, intensive language study,

teaching assistantships, etc., both during undergrad and beyond -
* Funding for graduate school either domestically or abroad

The application process is a form of professional development in and of itself:
* Become a more confident writer

* Sharpen interviewing skills

* Think critically about future goals

Absolutely not! Most applications are due junior or senior year, but joining our Undergraduate Fellows
Program as a first-year student or sophomore will help you prepare.

1 I_HAGKEH Stay connected! Log in to view upcoming
atep information sessions.

(915) 747-5648
FUEFHSEVgEIISPTSURI‘EIETAWARDS studensiellonshps@utep.ed

¥ @utepfellowships
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_ Astory of two cities:
UTEP’s Kenneth Talavera

BY EMMANUEL RIVAS VALENZUELA

Oregon hosts
men’s golf for
2023 ‘Duck

-,
-

The Prospector

WATCH THE WHOLE
INTERVIEW WITH
KENNETH TALAVERA AT:
theprospectordaily.com

SICIS)

Junior distance runner Kenneth Talavera has quickly become a star on both UTEP’s track and field team and the cross country. At UTEP, the Ciu-
dad Juérez native runs the 800-meter, 1,500-meter and one-mile races in the spring. Photos by Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela/The Prospector

Editor’s note: This article is a
part a three-part series featuring
student-athletes from the Mexican
State of Chihuahua.

Kenneth Talavera is known to
some across UTEP as a star track
and cross-country athlete. The
junior has earned All-Conference
USA First Team honors on a very
competitive roster with countless
accolades in

only one of a handful of UTEP
student-athletes who are from
Ciudad Judrez; El Paso’s sister city.
The distance runner attended the
Mexican Institute of Ciudad Judrez
(Instituto México de Cd. Judrez),
but started running track back in
middle school despite it not being
too big of a sport in Ciudad Judrez.
There, Talavera began to run
mostly for fun, but soon began to

his designat- pick up on fundamentals and tech-
ed events . nique while focusing on his main

of the [
800-me-
ter,
1,500-me-
ter and
one-mile
runs.
What
makes
Talavera
stand out
from most
is he is

sport at the time, soccer.
“By my freshman year of
high school in Judrez, I was
really involved in track
and field,” Talavera said.

' “Tused to go to national
meets in Mexico. { Track
and field) is not that popu-

f lar in Judrez, but actually
there is a big running com-
munity of 10K
runners and
5K run-
ners.”

During his junior year of high
school, Talavera spent the year in
Mexico City where he trained and
went to school in hopes of becom-
ing a better runner.

He would eventually come back
to Ciudad Judrez to better his
academic standings along with his
English in order to attend a school
in the U.S.

When most international
student-athletes look back on their
experiences abroad, they tend to
find challenges in adapting to a new
culture, language and people. For
Talavera, that was was not the case.
This is due impart to how constant-
ly the track star traveled between
the two border cities.

“Well, of course my freshman
year and my sophomore year here
were very hard for me,” Talavera
said. “But, I have been crossing the
border since I can remember. Here
at UTEP most of the population
here is Hispanic people, so there are
not really struggles. I like El Paso,

I like Judrez, and, in my opinion,
they are the same cities. Because
I’'m crossing the border at least once
aweek. I think I was already used
to coming to El Paso and there
were no big changes in my thoughts
about El Paso.”

For those native to El Paso, UTEP
is not their first choice. Several high
school graduates find themselves
itching to leave, but for Talavera,
this feeling did not exist. UTEP
also offered Talavera something
that not many schools can offer.

“I'saw UTEP as my dream
school,” Talavera said. “Normally
people in Judrez will go to UAC]
(the Autonomous University of
Ciudad Judrez) or other schools in
Juérez; and they are very good. But,
since I was a child, I wanted to do a
sport. So, when I had the chance to
do track and field and the chance
to represent UTEP, I did not think
twice. Having this opportunity to

run D1 and not being that far from
my house, I think that is the main
thing.”

Talavera hopes to come back to
UTEP soon after receiving his
bachelor’s degree in construction
management, with a master’s degree
in Talavera’s sight, but he hopes to
keep running in any capacity.

“I started out in civil engineering,
but I got this class that was named
construction management and that
was my favorite class,” Talavera said.
“I'm more into the management of
civil engineering, so that is why I
made the change. The plan is to try
to get a master’s degree after my eli-
gibility years and maybe make it to
the pro scene. Right now, my plan
is just to enjoy one year at a time
and then try to keep improving.”

Talavera, along with the rest of
the track and field team are set to
compete at the New Mexico Spring
Invitational Thursday, April 6 at the
University of New Mexico Track
and Field and Soccer Complex in
Albuquerque, New Mexico with
the Conference USA Outdoor
Track and Field Championships
just over a month away for the
Juarez native. Talavera has already
snagged gold for the mile race at
the C-USA Indoor T&F Champi-
onships carlier last year, something
he accomplished just a year prior.

Talavara has a simple message for
aspiring international athletes.

“I think the main advice I will
give is to not be afraid of anything,”
Talavera said. “Sometimes, you
will receive some opportunities to
come to the U.S. and you may just
reject them, because do not know
English, but I will say, just take the
take the opportunities that you get
and don’t be afraid just go for it.”

Statistics provided by UTEP Ath-

letics and utepminers.com.

Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela is the sports editor
and may be reached at erivas7@miners.utep.edu: @
rivasemmanuel2 on Instagram

Invitational
in kugene,
Oregon

BY H. CATCHING MARGINOT
The Prospector

The UTEP Men’s Golf Team
competed in the third spring event
at the Duck Invitational, March
27 and 28, in Eugene, Oregon.

The starting line-up for the two-
day event included junior Max
Schliesing, redshirt junior Greg
Holmes, redshirt senior Marcus
Khaw, junior Jacob Presutti and
freshman Ryan Lewis. This is the
third event for the team, with the
fourth coming up in early April set
to happen in Wyoming. UTEP tied
fifth with the Colorado University
Buffalos overall.

Monday saw Schliesing atop the
leaderboard, recording a 70 after
the first 18 holes, played through
15 in the second round then sitting
at 3-under 57. Soon after a lead
in the field from Presutti with 28
pars after playing through 16 holes
in the second round; Boise State’s
Max Charles and Colorado’s Justin
Biwer making a 69. Colorado’s
Tucker Clark, Colorado State’s and
Schliesing shooting a 70 to tie for
third after the first round. Monday
overall had UTEP tying for tenth
place with Pacific at 27-over par,
moving up three spots after playing
through 15-16 holes.

Tuesday, the team had an impres-
sive end to the event, achieving its
second top five of the season. With
Presutti and Schliesing finishing
in the top five on the final day of
the event. The match started slow,
however after the first two rounds,
UTEP had the best finish of the
spring season. The team to start,
shot 33-over par 885 tying fifth
with Colorado.

Then tying 14 after the play of the
first round, soon following tying
10. In the end, No. 28 Oregon won
the tournament at 2-under par 850,
Oregon State finished second at
5-over par 857, No. 23 Colorado
State finishing third at 17-over par
869 and the Ducks being the one
team to finish under par. The tour-
nament had Schliesing’s second top
three finish and fourth top 10 finish
of the season. Presutti finished at
3-under par 211, tying a career low
for the player; though it was the
Miner’s second top 10 finish of the
season and fifth of Presutti’s career.
Lewis then swooped in, rounding
out the score for the Miners. The
course surrendered 162 pars and 29
birdies for the team.

Statistics by UTEP Athletics.

H. Catching Marginot is a contributor and may be
reached at hcmarginot@miners.utep.edu
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COMMENTARY

BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

The 2023 Free Agency season of-
ficially kicked off March 15 for the
National Football League (NFL)
and it has been crazy to say the
least. With fresh faces in new places
and new contracts being signed,
some quarterbacks are earning a
little more than they should, raising
the concern of the quarterback
market being in trouble.

New York Giants quarterback
Daniel Jones signed a four-year
$160 million contract extension,
which includes $82 million fully
guaranteed, according to CBS; he
has an annual salary of $40 million
dollars making him the seventh
highest paid quarterback.

No offense to any Giants fans, but
Jones is not worth $40 million. Let
us not forget the time when he ran

for 80-yards and tripped just before

b

reaching the endzone in 2020. Yes,
during the 2022 season, he led the
Giants to its first playoff berth since
2016; but barely.

The Giants won the Wild Card
round matchup against the Minne-
sota Vikings 31-24, but lost in the
Divisional round to the Philadel-
phia Eagles 38-7.

In the game against the Eagles,
Jones had 15 completions for 135
yards, zero touchdowns, one inter-

ception and was sacked five times.
Jones finished the 2022-2023
NFL season with 3,205 yards
(15th), 15 touchdowns (tied for
21st), five interceptions (third) and
a quarterback rating of 60.8 (sixth).
Jones led the Giants to 2-0 in the
beginning of the season until New
York lost to Cooper Rush and the
Dallas Cowboys in the third game.
After that, the Giants had a win-
ning streak, but then began losing
games. The Giants finished 9-7-1
and third in the National Football
Conference (NFC) East. You
have to remember, Jones did not
do it alone; he has players such as
running back Saquon Barkley, who
finished fourth in rushing yards
(1,312). According to CBS, when
Barkley plays, Jones has 44 passing
touchdowns and 17 interceptions;
when he is not playing Jones has
16 passing touchdowns and 17

interceptions. A real testament to
Jones’ production

There are many other quarter-
backs in the NFL that deserve
that amount because of how well
they have played throughout their
careers. One quarterback who is
worthy is Buffalo Bills quarterback
Josh Allen. Allen had his contract
restructured due to the team being
over its salary cap. According to
Buffalo News, Allen’s new contract
will have a base salary of $23.5 mil-
lion for the 2024 season. Allen fin-
ished the 2022 season with 4,283
yards (seventh), 35 touchdowns
(tied for second), 14 interceptions
(tied for 30th) and a quarterback
rating of 71.4 (second). Before you
say anything, I realize Allen had
more interceptions than Jones, but
Allen has improved since his first
season with the Bills; leading them

to the playoffs in his second season.

Baltimore Ravens quarterback
Lamar Jackson has been looking for
a new contract since 2020, but he
and the Baltimore Ravens have not
been able to reach an agreement.

On March 2, Jackson took Twitter
to say he has requested a trade from
the Ravens. The Ravens placed a
non-exclusive franchise tag on Jack-
son after the front office was unable
to reach a long-term deal. Jackson’s
season in 2022 was cut short due to
aknee injury he faced in week 13;
with a Most Valuable Player Award
and some stellar seasons Jackson is
worthy of a $40 million contract.

Allen and Jackson are only to
name a few quarterbacks worthy of

Are subpar NFL quarterbacks overpaid?

the contract Jones has. Free agency
has just begun so we will have to
wait and see if other quarterbacks
receive the contracts they deserve.

Katrina Villarreal is the multimedia editor and may be
reached at kvillarreal1l@miners.utep.edu

A look into the

BY NICHOLAS MAES
The Prospector

The letterman, also known as
the varsity jacket, has its roots
in American college baseball.
Originating from the Harvard
baseball team in 1865, the idea of
sewing the first letter of the school
onto a uniform would soon bleed
over to the Harvard football team.
Although this was more of a team
uniform, these origins set the trajec-
tory for what we now know as the
letterman jacket.

Since the cardigan was gaining
popularity over the pullover, the
letter had to be moved to the left
from the center. The popularity of
this “letterman” jacket eventually
spread across the country and the
jacket that we know today took its
form in 1930. The wool jacket with
leather sleeves and chenille lettering
also gained popularity through pop
culture. Although celebrities may
not have earned their letterman
through athletic achievements,
they not only helped promote it
to the youth, but they kept the
jacket relevant for almost a century.
Some icons known to have worn
letterman jackets throughout the
years include James Dean, Michael
Jackson and A$AP Rocky.

Celebrities may have borrowed
the style of these jackets, but
outside of its timeless looks, the

etterman’s standing of time

The letterman has stood the test of time signifying the hard work from student-athletes. Photo by Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela/The Prospector

letterman has meaning behind it.
For athletes, the letterman signifies
the time and effort it takes to be an
athlete. In college, being a student-
athlete means the student part must
come before the athlete. Because of
this, athletes need to perform well
both on and off the court or field.

It is safe to say that the letter-
man may be one of the most casily

recognizable jackets among most,
if not all sports. Athletes today will
carn their letter after achieving a
specific accomplishment. In high
school, athletes earned their letters
for going to state competitions in
their sport or completing a certain
number of years on their high
school varsity team.

College is different since it is al-

ready at the national level. Athletes
earn patches or simply have them
embroidered onto their letterman
to signify specific achievements in
their sport.

Earning a letterman shows every-
one that you achieved something,
whether it is through athletics or
the performing arts.

The letter on the jacket tells

people the school in which the
achievement was earned. Although
the letterman transitioned from be-
ing part of sports uniforms to being
a major part of everyday fashion, its
main purpose has stuck. Standing
the test of time and history signify-
ing the hard work from athletes.

Nicholas Maes is a contributor and may be reached at
nemaes@miners.utep.edu
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UTEP“Just Did It, they switched to Adidas

BY NICHOLAS MAES
The Prospector

As of November 2022, UTEP
have been in talks with a third-
party athletic supplier, Game
One, to replace Nike with Adidas
as UTEP’s source for athletic
uniforms. Although a contract has
not yet been finalized or approved,
this includes athletes using Nike
footwear, gear and accessories.

According to KTSM, the sup-
posed five-year deal would begin
for the upcoming 2023 seasons
and includes every sport. UTEP
had initially partnered with Nike
in 2004, first outfitting the football
program then expanding to include
every sport.

An offer sheet obtained by KTSM
stated UTEP would be provided
with yearly discounts on athletic
equipment. If the university spends
a specific amount of money annu-
ally with Game One, UTEP would
be supplied with additional gear
and apparel at no cost.

In the 2023 fiscal year, monetary
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assistance was also to be provided
to make the transition to Adidas
easier. Other incentives would be
provided on the basis of athletic
performance and increases in funds
would be given for conference
championships, bowl berths and
tournament appearances.
Consideringall the perks of going
into this partnership with Game
One for Adidas, it is clear to see
the main reason UTEP switched
from Nike to Adidas, because of the
monetary benefits of this partner-
ship. These benefits likely made the

new contract more beneficial than

being with Nike, if the university
did not receive the same or any
benefits. However, the question
remains; is Adidas up to par for
UTERP athletics over Nike? Some
may argue Adidas is the better
brand, but Nike has been uphold-
ing a reputation in athletics that
has challenged Adidas for over the
past 30 years. Their reputation was
set in stone when one of Nike’s
biggest collaborations happened
with basketball legend Michael
Jordan. Converse was one of the
leaders in athletic footwear prior to
Nike, often being used in sports like
basketball and boxing.

Nike was huge in pop culture as
well, being featured in movies like
“Back to the Future,” ¢
and “Space Jam,” the last of which
featured Michael Jordan himself
and a pair of Air Jordan 11’s.

Adidas had a different story when
it came to athletics. Adidas was

Terminator”

around fifty years before Nike and
dipped its feet in athletics soon af-

ter its founding. Track and field star
Jesse Owens was one of the most
notable athletes to have donned
Adidas. Reportedly receiving his
shoes from Adidas founder Adolf
“Adi” Dassler. The shoes would
then be worn at the 1936 Berlin
Olympics. Throughout the ‘50s,
Adidas made a name for itself in
soccer, as players made the switch
in favor of lightweight shoes featur-
ing screw-in cleats. Because of this,
Adidas eventually formed a line for
sporting goods in 1963, but their
popularity began to fall as brands
like Nike were on the rise.

After the company’s decline in
athletics, the company gained pop-
ularity in the hip-hop community
through Run-D.M.C. in the 1980s
and most recently through rapper
Kanye West. Considering the
background behind both brands,
Nike was able to remain relevant
in sports, while Adidas was forced
out and became better known for
its role in pop culture. Although

Adidas remains a strong competitor
in football and soccer with cleats,
Nike generally dominates overall in
the industry.

Although the Adidas switch may
have been a better choice finan-
cially for the university, some of
the athletes may not perform to
their maximum capabilities, as Nike
made a name for themselves in
athletics and for good reason.

Today, Nike still remains in
sports, with athletes like LeBron
James, Serena Williams and Eliud
Kipchoge all donning the shoe
giant to perform. Kipchoge may be
the greatest testament to the shoc’s
capabilities today, as he wore them
to run a world-record marathon
just last year. The fact that Nike
took Adidas out of the limelight
in sports should be enough proof
Nike is the better athletic brand.
Brands have come close to Nike in
different sports, but it is safe to say
Nike has dominated in every sport.

Nicholas Maes is a contributor and may be reached at
nemaes@miners.utep.edu

Upcoming
UTEP Athletic

Events

Softball vs. UNT Mean Green
6 p.m., April 6, 3 p.m.April 7

and noon, April 8

Helen of Troy Softball Complex

Softball vs. NMSU Aggies

6:00 p.m.
April 11

Helen of Troy Softball Complex

WIN COOL PRIZES!

Brought to you by the Dean of Students Office.

SPILL THE TEA}

Tell us your
thoughts on
what events
and activities
you want to
see at UTEP.

Complete
the Student
Engagement

Survey by
April 23.
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SUNRISE EL PASO X GROUND GAME TEXAS

ELPASO CLIMATE CHARTER

VOTE YES TO PROP K

ON THE BALLOT FOR

WHAT IS THE CLIMATE CHARTER
KNOWN AS PROP KON THE BALLOT?

Prop Kis a people-led ballot measure
initiative to codify climate actioninto

our city charter, while holding our utility
companies and city government
accountable for their goals and promises
to address climate change and
environmental issues in our community.
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Scanour QR codeto
access all of our
campaign-related pages,
including our voter pledge
form, volunteer form,
donation link, website,
news article, and more!

Access our quick links:
linktr.ee/elpasoclimate

IMPORTANT DATES

Voter Registration Deadline
April 6,2023

Early Voting
April 24,2023 to May 2,2023

Election Day
May 6,2023

RALLY/

“Yay for
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FIRE DRILL FRIDAYS X SUNRISE EL PAS
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Join Sunrise El Paso, and local
advocates to rally for the

17 Climate Charter and get out
P I Op K the vote this May 6.

WHAT WILL PROP KDO
FOR OUR COMMUNITY?

Prop Kwas created by El Pasoans to
protect and empower our community.

Here is asummary on what Prop K
strives to do for the city of El Paso:

Create safe, sustainable jobs;

Transition city-owned property to solar;
Conserve our waters;

Establish a Climate Department, Climate
Director, and a Climate Commission made
up of El Paso residents;

Prepare for climate disaster and
mitigation response;

Eliminate fines or fees associated with
using renewable energy;

Establish renewable energy goals for the
city and privately-owned electric utility;
Determine the feasibility of making our
electric utility publicly-owned by the
community; and morel!

READ THE FULL POLICY HERE
bit.lylelpasoclimatepolicy

With a special
broadcasted
message from
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