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Bernardo Vi1 1 egas
by 0scar J. l4artf  nez

March I 5, 1977

M:

V .

M :

V :

M :

\/  .

D r .  V i11egas ,  wou ld  you  te11  us  when  and  where  you  were  bo rn ,  p lease?

I  was  bo rn  i n  l 39B  in  E l  Paso ,  i n  wha t  i s  now ca l l ed  Second  Ward ,  t he

co rne r  o f  Th i rd  and  S t .  V ra in .

Cou ld  you  te l l  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you r  pa ren ts ,  you r  backg round?

Wel l ,  my  mo the r  came f rom Ch jhuahua , f rom A ldama,  Mex ico ,  and  my  dad

came f rom Pamal  ,  l4ex ico.  They immigrated f i rs t  to  San Angelo,  in  Texas,

about  the year  of  1885.  Then they came back to  Chjhuahua,  and re- ' immigrated

here  i n  E l  Paso  abou t  1890 .

l , lhy did they immigrate to the United

l , le11 ,  no  par t i cu la r  reason;  p robab ly

See, my father was a carpenter.  He

grandfather had l9 also.  So between

about  the  th i rd  in  l i ne ;  tha t  j s ,  I

That must be some kind of  record" (

I ^ l e l l ,  now  i t  i s i  (Chuck les )

Do you know why they le f t  San Angelo and went  back to  Chihuahua?

Wel l ,  t hese  t r i ps  to  San  Ange lo ,  as  my  fa the r  reca l l ed ,  t hey  used  to  go

in to  Texas  to  ge t  bu f fa lo  mea t  and  take  i t  down  to  Ch ihuahua .  And  the re ' s

a  l i t t l e  p lace  the re  ca l l ed  Bene f ique ,  r ' i gh t  nea r  San  Ange ' l o ,  where  they

used to l ive.  | , le l l ,  that  was dest royed by a b ig f ' lood,  and a i ' l  the records

of  b i r th  there were a lso dest royed,  so they had to  go back to  l4ex ico af ter

that  f lood.  Then they came back in to El  Paso.

When they came to El  Paso,  where d id they set t le? In  South El  Paso?

F i r s t  we  l i ved  i n  E l  Paso  S t ree t  nea r  Over land ;  and  the re ' s  where  I  was

bap t i zed ,  i n  Sac red  Hear t  Church .  Then  we  moved  to  S t .  V ra in  when  I  was

abou t  f i ve  o r  s i x  vea rs  o ld .

States dt  that  t ime?

the  quedt ion  o f  work ,  I  don ' t  know.

was the  fa ther  o f  19  ch i ld ren ,  my

them they had thjr ty-e ' ight .  I  am

have  two  o lder  peop le  s t j l l  l i v fng .

Laug hs )M .

t / .

M .

\ / .
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M:

V:

M:

V:

lrlas your father a carpenter in Ei Paso at

Yes .

Did he f ind a job r ight  away?

I  don ' t  th ink  he  had much t roub le  ge t t ing

r igh t  away on  St .  Vra in  S t ree t ,  a  fa i r l y

that t ime?

jobs .  He  bu i l t  h i s  own house

1 arge two-story house, where the

M:

present  hous ' ing  pro jec t  i s .

How old were you when your fami ly immigrated into El  Paso? What was the

year?

We]1 ,  I  wasn ' t  bo rn  ye t .  (Chuck les )

When did they come here?

About  1890.  I  was  born  in  1898.

Wel l ,  what  do  you remember  about  your  ch i ldhood in  South  E l  Paso?

lJust]  a l i t t le bi t .  I  remember tny mother saying that I  was bapt ized in

Sacred Heart  Church. And that same day, my godfather,  who was

Ph i l l ips  (he  was a  descendant  o f  the  f i rs t  mayor  o f  E l  Paso,  Ben Dowe11)

was gett ing marr ied at  the same t ime. My mother was a comadre to them, so

they brought them r ight  over to the church there-- the same church. Both

the ceremonies were being said there,  and I  was bapt ized there.

Now [about]  South El  Paso I  don' t  remember too much, because that

was when I  was three and four years old,  maybe.

Where did you go to school  ?

After we moved to St.  Vrain Street"  then the f i rst  school  I  at tended was

Aoy School ;  that  was around Seventh Street.  You probab' ly know that [ the

school ]  was named af ter  a very wel l -known educator here in El  Paso who did

a  lo t  o f  work  fo r  the  Mex ican peop le .  He had h is  own pr iva te  schoo l .  I

went there one year,  and then I  came to Alamo School .  Alamo School  at  that
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time had six grades, so I  at tended f ive grades there.  Mrs.  Ga' l ' lagher was the

pr inc ipa i .  M iss  Boone and Miss  Poo ' le  were  very  f ine  teachers  a t  the  t ime,

tha t  I  can  reca ' l l .  I  used to  l i ve  on  St .  Vra in ,  and the  schoo ' l  was  on

Hi l l ,  so  we went  r igh t  across  the  vacant  lo ts  to  go  to  schoo l  when the  be l l

rang; we were r ight  there.

M: What stands out in your mind about your school  exper iences at  the elementary

I  evel  ?

V :  We1 i ,  no th ing  rea l ] y  in  par t i cu la r .  Le t  me show you  a  p ic tu re  o f  i t .

IPause]

After that  school ing vvas over in Alamo, then we went for  two years in

San, lac in to  Schoo l .  Be fore  tha t ,  though,  we had to  wa lk  f rom A lamo Schoo l

to San Jacinto School  to take manual t ra in ing. Andmidway between Alamo

and San Jacinto School  we met the boys that l ived around San Jacinto Schoo' I ,
so we had to f ight  our way through there to get to the manual t ra in ing

c lass .  In  San Jac in to  schoo l ,  I  remember  a  io t  o f  the  boys  there ,  i i ke

J immy Gogg in ,  who is  a  lawyer  here ,  and Mark  Rawi ings ,  who inher i ted  qu i te

a few mi l l ions f rom the Dodge Brothers ( the automobi le company),  and

Jack Harper.  Al l  of  these boys are pret ty prominent now in El  Paso, and

they were rny schoolmates in the two years I  was in San Jacinto School .

what do you remember about your teachers? Did you have good teachers?

I,Jel l ,  I  don' t  th ink I  can comp' la in of  any of  them. They fwere]  very good

teachers,  as far  as I  can recal l - -very dedicated. Most of  them were not

marr ied,  so they had more t ime to devote to the work.  Mrs.  Ga1' lagher,  the
pr inc ipa l  a t  A iamo Schoo l ,  was  a  very  f ine  person.  She was the  w i fe  o f
Dr .  Ga i lagher ,  and Mrs .  Poo le  was the  w i fe  o f  Adr ian  poo le ,  who in  E l
Paso was customs chief  for  a whi le.  And Miss Boone was a very sweet
teacher.  when she ret i red she went to c loudcrof t ,  where I  v is i ted

M:

V:
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M:

V:

her  once or  tw ice .  There 's  where  she d ied .

Any  par t i cu la r  inc idents  o r  exper iences  tha t  s tand ou t  in  your  mind  about

your school  days?

Wel l ,  as  I  say ,  A lamo Schoo l  was  most ly  Mex ican Amer ican,  and San Jac in to

School  was probab' ly 80 percent Anglos at  the t ime--very,  very few Mexican

peop le  there .  In  h igh  schoo l ,  there  was a lmost  no  Mex icans .  I  a t tended

the old high school  on Ar izona and Campbel l  fs i te of  present UTEP School

o f  Nurs ing l .  When I  f in ished the  th i rd  g rade there ,  the  E l  Paso H igh

Schoo l  (where  i t  i s  now loca ted)  was inaugura ted .  So I  f in ished my sen io r

year ,  I  was  in  the  f i rs t  g raduat ing  c lass  in  the  new E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l .

What year was that?

January of  . l9. l7.  See, I  graduated in mid-year.

l^ lhy weren' t  there too many lv lexican Americans at  the high schoo' l?

Wel l ,  most Mexican Americans had to go to work very ear ly,  so they didn' t

go through too many grades; probably about the s ixth grade was more or less

the  average.  Now in  Second Ward ,  there 's  a  lo t  o f  peop ie  tha t  l i ved  there

and the i r  ch i ld ren  became qu i te  p rominent  here- - fo r  ins tance,  the  A ldere tes ;

the  Esca jedas ;  the  Ca iamias  (p robab iy  you know,  the  lawyer ) ;  An i ta  Hague,

who is the [wi fe]  of  Judge Rodriguez and the mother of  the boy. And a

lot  of  other prom"inent people came out f rom that distr ict .  But these people

were very f ine neighbors.  They al l  were f i rst  and second generat ion Mexicans,

and the immigrat ion f rom Juarez was very l i t t le.  There was no necessi ty

real ly for  immi grat ion then .  Juarez was very lwel1 -of f ]  economica' l ' ly ,  the
peso was two for one; some of the best stores in El  Paso [now] were in Juarez.

There was good jobs.  So there was not much of  an incent ive for  these people

to come over here at  that  t ime. The people that  I 'm referr ing to were oid

t imers here in El  Paso; there was no new immigrat ion.  See, the peso remained

M:

V:

M:

V:
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more or less stable unt i j  the ear ly days of  the Depression, two for one.

M: What do you recal l  about your high schoo' l  exper iences? Anything unusua' l  or

interest ing that you exper ienced in high school?

V: Wel l ,  I  had  to  do  a  io t  o f  work ing  in  o rder  to  cont inue in  schoo l .

in grammar school  I  had to do a lot  of  work.  I  was a newsboy most

t ime, I  stuf fed newspapers in the Times bui ld ing on 0regon Street.

Even

of the

I

M:

V:

worked for a barbecue place cal led The El  Paso Barbecue Company here in

E] Paso, i t  was si tuated on San Antonio fStreet] .  I  earned $S.OO a week

for that  work,  del iver ing barbecue on my bicyc' le.  Anddur ing the t ime I

was in  h igh  schoo l ,  I  jus t  con t inued work ing  here  and there ,  so  I  d idnr t

have much [ f ree]  t ime. I  belonged to a few c ' lubs.  The Debat ing Society

was one of  them. I  remember I rv ing Schwartz was the president,  and I  was

the treasurer of  that  society.  I rv ing Schwartz then became president of

The Popular.  His brother,  Manuel Schwartz,  was president of  The Popular

Dry Goods before him. Both have died now. Then we have Chris Fox, natura' l ly

everybody knows him; he was one year ahead of  me. He was qui te an orator.

He used to get up before the student body [and give]  beaut i fu l  speeches.

I  never was much of  that .

Now the Jewish colony used to l ive over in Kern Place. There was no

other  h igh  schoo l ,  remember ,  so  they  a l l  came to  E l  Paso H igh ,  a l l  those

prominent , lew ish  peop le  and the i r  sons ,  you  know.  Now these sons  na tura l l y

go  to  Coronado lH ' igh  Schoo l ]  and o ther  p laces ,  bu t  the i r  dads  a l l  went  to

E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo l .

Was there much interact ion between the Jewish students and the Mexican students?

We' l l ,  as I  say,  I  don' t  remember very many l t4exican students there;  I  real ly

don' t  remember but very few of  them--one or two or three. So [ there]  was
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M:

very l i t t le integrat ion,  there,  because the Mexican people had to go to

work pretty ear' ly.

Do you reca l i  any th ing  in te res t ing  or  unusua l  in  your  exper iences  se l l ing

newspapers ?

Yes.  (Chuck l  es  )

Could you tel l  us about some of them?

Natura l ' l y ,  I  was  se l l ing  papers  dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion ,  and I  had a  very

good circulat ion manager.  He used to phone me at  the house ahead of  a l ' l

these extras they had; they had six,  seven or eight extras a day. There

was no  rad io ,  no  te lev is ion ,  so  a l l  the  news came th rough newspapers .  I

remember gett ing stacks of  papers out of  the bui ld ing and running down to

San Jac in to  P laza ,  se l ] ing  them a ' l ' l  ou t ;  in  about  a  ha l f  hour  o r  two,  there

was another  ex t ra  coming ou t l - -espec ia l l y  dur ing  the  a t tack  o f  V i l la  here

in , luarez  and la te r  on  when V i l la  came in  the  second t ime,  fwhen]  the

Americans chased him out.  Al l  that  per iod I  sold newspapers and worked in

the  pr in t ing  room there ,  se t t ing  up  fu rnaces  fo r  lead  and a l l  tha t  bus iness ,

s tu f f ing  the  newspapers .  A t  tha t  t ime newspapers  cou idn ' t  pu t  ou t  bu t

probabiy an 8-page paper at  a t ime, so i f  they had any more than that,  we

had to take the other sect ions and stuf f  them in before they were del ivered.

Then I  de l i vered  a  lo t  o f  newspapers  a l l  over  town on my b icyc le ,  d id  the

co l lec t ing ;  a l l  on  b icyc le - -no  cars  l i ke  they  do  now.

You were  se l i ing  newspapers ,  you  say ,  when V i l la  a t tacked Juarez  in  l9 l l ,

o r  l 913?

Yes .

Do you have any viv id memories

any of  these batt les that  took

of  what  happened tha t  par t i cu la r  day  dur ing

pl  ace ?

l t .v .

M :

V :



M:
\ / .
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V:  Wel l ,  these ba t t1es  jas ted  th ree  or  four  days ,  you  know;  and dur ing  tha t

per iod ,  why ,  we had a  lo t  o f  ex t ras  about  peop le  ge t t ing  k i l led  on  th is

side. I  used to go down to the br idge and get up on the boxcars that  paral ' le l

the  r i ver .  I  remember  an  ar t i l l e ry  p iece- -a lmost  a l l  was  smal l  f i re ,  you

know,  r i f le  f i re - -bu t  they  d id  have an  ar t i l l e ry  p iece  r igh t  where  the

Customs is on the Mexican side on the Stanton Street Br idge. I  don' t  know

where they were shoot ing,  but they were shoot ing,  and we were up on the

boxcars ;  and once in  a  wh i le  those bu l le ts  wou ld  come r igh t  c ' lose  to  us .

But we wanted to see the act ion.  (Laughter)  That was the f i rst  bat t le.

That was I  91 I  ?
. l91. l .  Now al l  these troops were stat ioned over in Smejtertown, so we used

to go down there across the swinging br idge, probably a br idge three feet

w ide  a t  the  most ,  tha t  [was ]  he ld  by  cab les ,  and tha t  th ing  wou ld  swing

back and forth.  So we'd go across there,  ' l ike other hundreds of  American

people used to go there.  They'd give them cigaret tes,  thke f lour and

provis ions over there to them. In other words,  the rebels were very

popuiar;  the Americans were very sympathet ic to them. And al l  these big

shots [ t f rat ]  turned [out]  to be qui te important later on in the Revolut ion

were  there- -Camanza,  Madero ,  Gar iba ld i  the  I ta l ian ,  Genera l  B lanco,  Obregon,

Orozco; al l  that  bunch were there.

And you crossed over yoursel f?

0h,  yes ;  there  was no  t roub le .

You went there several  t imes?

I  used to  go  as  o f ten  as  I  cou ld .

Did your parents know about i t?

l^ le l  j ,  there was no danger,  VOU know; there was no danger at a l l .  We l l ,  I  used
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M:

V:

to do a lot  of  th ings wi thout n1y parents '  knowiedge. One t ime I  remember

some neighbors of  ours and rysel f ,  we took what they cal led the "drummer

special" .  That was a mixed train of  passengers and freight that  used to go

to Douglas,  Ar izona. So we hoboed down there;  my aunt used to l ive there.

There was a big camp there at  Columbus r ight  before the at tack; ,  there was

a great big Negro cavalry camp. We used to get of f  there and have breakfast

[w i th ]  them-- i t  was  very  l ibera l - -and keep on  go ing  to  Doug ' las ,  Ar izona.  We

were so many sibl ings at  home, when I  came back, why, they didn' t  even know

that I  was gone, i  (Laughter)  So I  got  away with i t .

What else do you remember about these batt ' les here?

We' l l ,  af ter  the batt le I  remember going to Juarezo the next day af ter  the

th ing  was se t t led .  I  th ink  i t  was  Genera l  Navar ro  who was in  charge there ,

and he crossed over to th is s ide.  So I  went over there and the streets were

l i t tered with uni forms of  a l l  sorts.  And I  went over to what they cal i  the

fortress on the extreme edge of  the c i ty,  and that place was just  torn al l

up .  A l l  the  bu i ld ings  [had]  a  lo t  o f  a r t i l l e ry  ho ' les  on  them and r i f le  f i re

al l  over,  and that place was just  l i t tered with bodies there yet .  They were

try ing to haul  them out to the genera' l  hospi ta l .  That was the day af ter

the  v i c to ry ,  1911 .

Then in the other batt le that  I  remember wel l ,  I  was at  home and pret ty

soon I  heard some very heavy art i l lery shots.  So I  went out in the street

and started to f ind out what i t  was. So I  went down to Stanton Street,  and

there were these colored troops coming into Juarez down Stanton Street,  a. i ' l

co lo red  peop le  go ing  across  to  Juarez .  And the  ar t i l l e ry ,  I  found ou t

later,  was shoot ing at  the Hipodromo, the old race track;  and they made holes

a l l  over  the  roo f  there .  So V i l la  dec ided to  ge t  ou t ,  so  he  d id .  Then the
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M:

V:

American troops came back because [ the Mexicans] objected to them being

there.  That is the end of  that .

Where was the art i l lery s i tuated?

For t  B l  i ss .

Were they shoot ing f rom Fort  81 iss?

From For t  B l i ss ,  V€S.

I,, las there any arti l ' lery located in the Rim Road area, that you ren€mber?

That I  wouldn' t  know; but the impression I  got  was [ that  i t  was] al l  f rom

For t  B l i ss .  They  d idn ' t  rea l l y  have any  necess i ty  o f  go ing  over  there i

they had that place spotted very nice' ly f rom Fort  B' l iss.  But maybe there

was;  I  don ' t  know.  So tha t  was  the  las t  ba t t le  tha t  I  saw.

Th is  was  in  19 . |9 ,  when  they  repe l led  V i l l a ' s  invas ion .

Around . |9 . l9 .  Dur ing  the  Escobar  revo lu t ion  I  was  in  min ing  a l ready ,  and I

was on a vact ion here when they took that mining camp where I  was working.

A Yaqui  Indian, a general  by the name of Machichi ,  took that place over for

a few days, [ then] the revolut ion co] lapsed. General  Caraveo and Salvador

Ateca (General  Caraveo was governor of  the state once upon a t ime),  they had

a mine over  in  Ch ihuahua ca l jed  La  Ju l iana,  a  very  r i ch  mine .  So they  took

al l  the property they had there,  a l l  the equipment they could haul  out  to

columbus. And Ateca, before that  he was the owner of  the
gambl ing  ha ]1  in  Juarez .  He had two b ig  o1d t runks  fu l l  o f  s i l ver  money

and go' ld and he f lew to Canada, and he was caught at  the border there.  For

a  wh i le  a l l  tha t  was  conf isca ted , then he  ar ranged so  tha t  he  cou ld  take  i t

to Europe or someplace. That 's the only th ing I  remember of  that  revolut ion

of  1929,  and Ado l fo . . .  What  was the  Pres ident ' s  name?

Adol fo de I  a Huerta.M:
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V:

M:

V:

Ado' l fo de la Huerta;1929. That was the last  revolut ion they had there.

D id  you ever  see Pancho V i l la?

0h, yes.  Gosh, he was the most prominent guy there [at ]  the sntel ter ,  and

I  saw h im severa l  t imes here  in  Juarez  and in  E I  Paso.  And I  saw h is  w i fe .

We used to have the Franklin 0ptical Company. H'is wife used to come down

for glasses and we took a photograph of  her coming out of  our place. She

l ives  in  Ch ihuahua;  she has  tha t  museum there .  A  very  n ice  lady .

D id  you ever  ta lk  to  Pancho V i l la?

No.

How did the people feel  toward Pancho Vi l la here in those days?

l , , le l l ,  at  that  t ime, you know, they thought he was qui te a hero.  Later on

they developed that he was qui te a bandi t .  My wife had some very bad

exper iences  f rom h im.  They  l i ved  in  To luca  when a l l  th is  Revo iu t ion  came up.

Zapata used to come in there,  and then Pancho Vi l la came in there once.

Dif ferent revolut ionar ies used to at tack that place, so that 's why they came

here .  In  1916 they  dec ided to  leave.

Now, in l916 severai  important events took place on the border.  Fo1' lowing

the  k ' i11 ing  o f  l5  Amer ican eng ' ineers  in  Santa  Isabe l  ,  Ch ihuahua,  the  bod ' ies

were shipped here to El  Paso. I  understand that here in El  Paso the Anglo

American people were very upset about that ,  and I 've read in the newspapers

that they wantedvengeance and that there was a mob of  Anglo Americans who

marched on South El  Paso seeking to dr ive out the Mexicans in South El  Paso.

Do you remember anything about that?

No;  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  co r rec t .

I t ' s  in  the  newspapers .

I f  i t  had been anything rea11y worthwhi le I  wou' ld have known about i t .
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You d idn ' t  hear  any th ing  about  tha t .

I  do remember when al l  these troops were going over to Juarez af ter  Vi l la.

The soldiers had sort  of  segregated al l  that  d istr ict .  Al l  that  lv lexican

sect ion there was segregated, that  is  a l l  I  remember.  But nothing connected

wi th  tha t  massacre .  Maybe so ,  I  don ' t  know;  i t  must  have been very  l i t t le ,

then exaggerated and blown up.

D id  you hear  any th ing  about  a  f i re  a t  the  E l  Paso ja i l  in  March  o f  1916?

Yes. There were some lv lexican pr isoners there and they were dis infect ing

them.  They  used to  ba the  them wi th  gaso l ine ,  to  k i l l  the  bugs  and so

for th .  And acc ident ly  somebody 1 i t  a  c igar re t te  o r  someth ing .  Bang.  I

remember that.

Was thene a big commotion about that  in the Mexican American community?

Yes,  na tura l l y  there  was a  l i t t le  reac t ion ,  espec ia l i y  in  Mex ico .  I

remember Orozco when he was kil led here [at] the border by a border

patrolman, 0rozco and two or three of  h ' is  companions. They were brought

over to the funeral  home that 's r ight  next to Immaculate Concept ion [Church],
and their  bodies were there for  weeks and they had processions of  peop' le

going through there and seeing the bodies.  Huerta,  by the wd.y,  he's bur ied

here  in  For t  B l i ss .

Any th ing  e lse  tha t  you 'd  l i ke  to  te l l  us  about  the  per iod  o f  the  Revo lu t ion?

That 's  such an  in te res t ing  per iod .

v:  Yeah, I  know; lots of  stuf f  there,  Jou know. My brother was a reporter

for the Times and he used to go around with Vi1 ' la,  and he remembers an

incident.  Before they took Torreon, the New York Times publ ished an

ar t i c le ,  a  b ig  head l ine ,  tha t  V i l la  had taken Tor reon.  (Th is  s to ry  was

told by my brother.)  So my brother went to him and says, "Look. What 's

happen ing? You ' re  supposed to  have taken Tomeon. , '  , ,Wel l , "  V i l ' l a  says ,

M :
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" I ' l l  ob l ige  you. "  So he  went  ahead and took  Tor reon.  In  tha t  ba t t le  there

were  about  400 Ch inese k i l led .  I  don ' t  know why he  had i t  aga ins t  the

Chinese,  bu t  they  were  a l l  s laughtered .  That  was one o f  h is  b ig  t r iumphs.

I remember that story of my brother very we1'l .

You graduated from high school  in . |917?

January of  . |9. |8.

What  d id  you do  then?

Wel l ,  a f te r  tha t ,  the  war  was on ; . l9 . |8 ,  we were  a l ready  invo lved in  the

war,  so I  io ined the SATC--Students Army Training Corps. That was establ ished

at  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines ,  and we were  supposed to  have a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  o f f i cer

t ra in ing  there .  I  used to  l i ve  a t  Ke i l y  Ha l l  [p resent  Mass  Communica t ions

Bu i ld ing l .  They  were  on ly  th ree  bu i ld ings  there- -what  they  ca1 ' l  0 ld  Ma in ,

Ke ' l1y  Ha l l ,  and Chemis t ry  Bu i id ing .  Then we had the  power  house [ in ]  wh ich

I  worked many t imes,  d r i l ' l i ng  ho les  fo r  the  compressor .  (Laughs)  We

had a  hard  t ime then,40  cents  an  hour .  I  worked a l l  th rough the  Schoo l  o f

Mines most ly as a postman. For four years I  used to subst i tute dur ing the

summer,  and then the other days I  used to have two hours col lect ing mai l  a l l

around town. So for four years I  was an empioyee of  the Post Off ice whi le

I  was  go ing  to  schoo l .  And dur ing  the  per iod  o f  the  mi l i ta ry  par t ,  I  l i ved

in  Ke l ly  Ha ' l l  there .  L t .  Bear ,  wh ich  you w i l l  see  in  one o f  these p ic tu res ,

was the  head.  And we had par t - t ime mi l i ta ry  t ra in ing ,  and par t - t ime was

schoo i  i  ng .

So you went to co' l ' lege r ight  away, af ter  graduat ing f rom high school  .

Yes .

Coming  f rom a  fami l y  o f  19  ch i ld ren . . .

we' l ' l  ,  we were not qui te 19 at  that  t ime. some of them [had] already died,
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some of them [had] died in infancy.

M:  S t i l l ,  tha t  was  a  b ig  fami ly .  Was tha t  qu i te  unusua ' | ,  a  Mex ican Amer ican

coming f rom a  b ig  fami ly  and go ing  to  co l ' lege .

V :  We l l ,  a lmos t  a l l  Mex ican  fami l i es  were  1arge ,  e igh t ,10  o r  12  were  more  o r

less  average.

M: But I  bet  there were few Mexican Americans at  the Col lege of  Mines.

V :  We l l ,  my  c lass  cons is ted  o f  n ine  o r  . l 0 ,  I  was  the  on ly  one .  The  c lass

ahead of  mine had Ramon Concha.

IPau se ]

M:  In  the  p ic tu re  tha t  you 've  jus t  shown us  about  San Jac in to  Schoo l  I  no t ice

tha t  most  o f  the  c lass  was Ang1o.  And you yourse l f ,  look ing  a t  the  p ic tu re ,

one wou ld  no t  iden t i f y  you  as  a  Mex ican Amer ican.

V :  We]1 ,  I  never  d id ;  I  never  d id  have  any  d i f f i cu l t y  a t  a l l  abou t  d isc r im ina t ion ,

never  in  my l i fe .  I  went  r igh t  th rough l i fe  up  to  the  present  t ime w i thout

abso lu te ly  no  d isc r im ina t ion ,  i n  my  jobs  o r  p ro fess ion ,  no th ing .

Do you th ink  tha t  be ing  very  l igh t -sk inned he lped ' in  tha t?

Maybe that was part  of  i t ,  I  don' t  know. But then there are some of my

fami ly  tha t  a re  a  l i t t le  b i t  darker ,  and they  never  had any  t roub le .

Le t  me go back  to  your  exper iences  a t  the  Co l : lege  o f  Mines .  Is  there  any th ing
that stands out in your mind from those four years that  you spent there?

Wel l ,  we were  a l l  p re t ty  ded ica ted  s tudents .  Tom Clemens,  a f te r
he graduated he taught geo' logy,  he had a doctorate in geology, and he's
s t i l l  consu l t i ng  in  geo logy  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Tha t  c lass ,  th ree  o f  them are
a l ready  dead,  s ix  o f  us  surv ive .  I  have [an  annua l ]  here ,  the  F lowsheet ,

tha t ' s  the  year  tha t  I  g raduated ,1922.  I ' l l  show you some o f  these p ic tu res

of the boys.

IPau se ]
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Dean Worrel l  was the head of  the school .  His wi fe was a wr i ter  and

she go t  the  idea. . .  Be fore  the  present  schoo l  was  here ,  i t  was  over  in

For t  B l i ss .  The E l  Paso Mi l i ta ry  Ins t i tu te  was loca ted  in  For t  B l i ss  and

that burned down, but lef t  one or two of  the bui ld ings there more or less

intact .  So that became the School  of  Mines. And Mrs.  Worrel l  used to

t rave l  a  lo t ,  so  she go t  the  idea o f  the  arch i tec tu re  o f  these bu i ld ings  over

here f rom Tibet.  So they fol lowed that sty le of  archi tecture,  which is

s t i l l  f o l l owed,  bu t  no t  qu i te  as  much  as  the  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ings .  You 've

not iced  tha t  some o f  these are  a  l i t t le  b i t  d i f fe ren t ,  no t  qu i te  the  same

th ing .  I f  you  see p ic tu res  o f  the  bu i ' ld ings  over  in  T ibe t  and Bhutan  and a l l

those p laces  there ,  they  were  ident ica l  l i ke  the  f i rs t  bu i ld ings  here  in

the  Schoo l  o f  M ines .  Now they  changed i t  a  l i t t le  b i t ,  modern ized i t  a

I  i t t l e  b i t .

Now,  I  don ' t  know whether  th is  i s  appropr ia te  o r  no t ,  bu t  Pro fessor

Worre l l  used to  go  to  Juarez  a  lo t ,  so  he  missed a  lo t  o f  our  c lasses .

And natural ly nobody complained except Tom Clemens, who was a very

re l iab le  s tudent ;  he  d idn ' t  want  to  miss  any th ing .  So [Pro fessor  Worre l l ]

went to Juarez qui te of ten.  He lvas a very good man, very wel l  educated

and ded ica ted  to  h is  schoo l .  Bu t  the  on ly  th ing  I  remember  was the  ho l iday

we took because he was over there.

What was he doing over there?

We]1 ,  hav ing  a  good t ime.  (Laughter )  Pro fessor  K idd ,  he  was qu i te  a  charac ter .

He was more or iess a rough guy in his language, but very ef f ic ient ,and we

learned a lot  f rom him. t le taught us Geology. Speedy Nelson taught us

Hydrau l i cs .  You 've  probab ly  heard  o f  Speedy Ne ' l son ,  L loyd  Ne lson;  he  d ied

about three or four years ago.
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One t ime I  was over in Juarez mysel f .  They had a gambl ing hal l  there,  Ei

T ivo l i .  And I  had a  do l la r  on  number  s ix ,  P ]ay ing  the  f ie ld ,  And Capta in

K idd  comes in - -we used to  ca l l  h im Capta in ,  Cap K idd .  (Chuck les)  He came

in and saw me there.  I  removed mysel f  a l i t t le bi t  f rom the table.  And

[he  says ] ,  "H i ,  V i l l egas .  Hav ing  any  ' l uck?"  I  sa id ,  "No ,  I 'm  jus t  p lay ing

around, ' look ing  around. "  Pre t ty  soon tha t  darn  s ix  comes up ,  so  I  had pu t

a  do l la r  on  [ i t ] .  I  was  a f ra id  to  touch i t ;  I  had  a l ready  to ld  the  pro fessor

tha t  I  wasn ' t  p iay ing .  So here  comes another  s ix ;  and there 's  four  [do l la rs ] .

I  g ' lanced at  the table and g' lanced at  the professor;  and my face was turning

red ,  I  d idn ' t  know what  to  do !  I , . Je l l ,  when i t  go t  up  to  16  [do l la rs ] - -now tha t ' s

a  fac t ,  there 's  four ,  f i ve  s ix 's  coming up  be fore  the  seven - - I  sa id ,

"Excuse me,  p ro fessor . "  And I  g rabbed those 16  bucks .  He sa id ,  " I  thought

you  wasn ' t  p1ay ing . "  " I  wasn ' t  p ' l ay ing  [un t i1 ]  I  go t  tha t  h igh ! "  (Laugh te r )

l^ le used to have a lot  of  exper iences there.  We had had an old mine

in the back of  the schoo' l  there.  l^ le had a shaft  and a tunnel  .  We'd go

prac t ice  dr i l l i ng  and dynami t ing  there .

R igh t  in  the  schoo l  g rounds,  eh?

In  the  back  o f  the  sohoo ' l  g rounds,  I 'd  say  about  a  ha l f  a  mi le .  Then we

took a few f ie ld t r ips.  One of  them was over here at  White 0aks, New

Mexico. We went there for  a month wi th Professor Seamon,who was professor

of  Geology at  the t ime; very f ine man. l , r le used to play a lot  of  chess

together over there when we weren' t  doing any surveying and geology work.

I t ' s  a  ghos t  town now.

What was your major?

Min ing .  Tha t ' s  the  on ly  th ing  we ma jo red  in .

That was the only major they had back then.

M:
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V: See,  tha t  was  ny  t roub le .  I  d idn ' t  have the  money to  go  any  o ther  p lace .

The only col lege they had was the School  of  Mines. So that was the only

log ica l  p lace  to  go  and the  on ' l y  p ro fess ion  to  take .

After you graduated in 1922, what did you do?

hJel l ,  the f i rst  job I  had was in Uni ted Verde Copper Company in Ar izona.

I  had tha t  job  fo r  a  coup ' le  o f  years .  Then min ing  go t  a  l i t t le  t i resome,

I  wanted a l i t t le bi t  more act iv i ty.  So I  went to Detroi t ,  and then I  was

employed there as an engineer for  the Gas Company, f ie ld engineer.  We used

to run 36- inch gas mains up to the River p lan t  in  Det ro i t .  A f te r

two years ,  I  took  a  vacat ion ,  coming back  to  E l  Paso.  Whi le  I  was  in  E l

Paso,  I  met  th ls  lady  here ,  [my w i fe ] ,  on  a  very  casua l  v is i t  to  my bro ther .

Her s ister happened to be in my brother 's home at the t ime. I  was here for

one week vacat ion.  So her s ister invi ted me to her house, across the street

f rom my bro ther 's .  I  met  her .  So then ins tead o f  go ing  to  Det ro i t ,  I

dec ided to  take  a  job  wh ich  was open a t  E l  T ig re ,  Sonora ,  about  90  mi les

south  o f  Doug ' las ,  Ar izona,  as  a  min ing  eng ineer .  So I  went  down to  E l  T ig re ,

Sonora.  There is where I  met Fred Bai ' ley,  he was super intendent at  the

t ime.  About  th ree  months  la te r ,  I  came back  and mar r ied  th is  g i r l .  She 's

been with me 50 years.  We celebrated our 50th anniversary last  May. Our

son,  who is  a  p r ies t ,  Fa ther  Rober t  V i11egas,  who is  now the  pas tor  o f  San

Jose Church  in  La  Mesa,  [New Mex ico ] ,  he  mamied us ,  and we had a  l i t t le

blow out at  the Country Club. Fi f ty years of  mamiage with th is same gal

which I  oniy courted a weekl

So I  stayed in El  Tigre about four or f ive years;  and that brought me

up to  a round 1930.  A t  tha t  t ime,  I  came to  E l  Paso fo r  a  l i t t le  vacat ion ,

and I  had a ruptured appendix.  So that sent me to the hospi ta l  for  three

M:
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months .  A t  tha t  t ime,  an t ib io t i cs  and those drugs  were  unknown.  So

al l  they could do was keep that wound open and probe i t  every year take out

the pus pockets and break them up. So af ter  three months I  was out of

the  hosp i ta l .  Bu t  meanwhi le ,  the  Depress ion  was pre t ty  ho t .  Every th ing  tha t

I  earned in  E l  T ig re  and I  had saved in  bu i ld ing  and loans  in  Phoen ix  and

in  In te r -Mounta in  Bu i ld ing  and Loan in  Sa l t  Lake C i ty ,  a l l  tha t  was  w iped ou t

comp' le te ly .  So I  was  here  in  the  hosp i ta l ,  came out  o f  the  hosp i ta l

a lmost  dead broke.  That ' s  what  the  Depress ion  d id  to  no t  on ly  to  me,  bu t

to thousands and thousands of  people.  So that was a pret ty bad era for

us.  !_-Vl" .J went to l ive wi th my wife 's parents for  a wh' i le,  and then I

dec ided to  go  and l i ve  in  Juarez ,  wh ich  vvas  a  l i t t le  b i t  cheaper .  So

I  es tab l i shed a  cha in  o f  exchange houses  in  Juarez .  A t  tha t  t ime there

was no paper money. So I  used to come over here and buy the si jver f rom

the stores--Popular and Given Brothers and al l  of  them. I  had three

exchange houses ,  bu t  the  main  [one]  o f  them was r igh t  a t  the  en t rance o f

the  o ld  marke t  house;  p re t ty  good bus iness .  A l l  these peop le ,  you 'd  go

down there and buy their  s i lver before they went to the market.  There was

on ' l y  a  quar te r  o f  a  cent  o r  somet imes ha l f  a  cent  p ro f i t  on  each do l la r .

That ' s  when the  f luc tua t ion  came in .  I t  was  two [pesos ]  fo r  one [do1 la r ]
up  to  tha t  t ime,  and then i t  s ta r ted  f loa t ing  up  and down;  you never  d id

know what the legi t imate pr ice would be for that  day. But I  had a nephew

that worked for the bank in Juarez who'd t ip me of f .  He later became a big

shot  in  the  bank ing  bus iness  in  Mex ico ,  Pres ident  o f  the  Nat iona l  Bankers

Assoc ia t ion  and a lso  Pres ident  o f  the  Banco Nac iona l  fo r  a l l  the  branches,

Lad is lado Lopez Negre te .  So tha t  kep t  me go ing  in  Juarez .

lv ly s ister had a store in Juarez cal led the La Sorpresa, r ight  across
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f rom the  l i t t le  p laza  in  Juarez .  And I  l i ved  on  the  second f loor  o f  the

Sorpresa, her store.  She used to let  me have that place there whi le I  was

in Juarez.  She was doing pret ty good business down below, and I  used to

l ive upstairs.  So we stayed there for  a couple of  years unt i l  my heal th got

a  l i t t le  b i t  be t te r .  Bu t  s t i l l  I  d idn ' t  know what  to  do- -whether  to  go  back

to  min ing  fo r  what ] .  My fa ther - in -1aw happened to  be  an  op tomet r is t .  He

had h is  o f f i ce  on  South  E l  Paso St ree t .  He used to  p rac t ice  in  Mex ico ;  then

he came here before the profession was regulated, so he could pract ice

wi thout  any  d i f f i cu l t ies .  He to ld  me once,  "WhV don ' t  you  go  ahead and

s tudy  op tomet ry?  You ' re  a  l i t t le  weak ye t  to  go  back  in to  min ing .  A11 you

need is  an  arm and an  eye. "  (Chuck les)  So I  took  h im up.  From there  I

went to the Los Angeles School  of  0ptometry,  which was on the campus of  the

Universi ty of  Southern Cal i fornia.  I  stood there one year and then I

heard f rom my father- in- law. Dr.  Horton, who was the President of  the

Southern Co1' lege of  0ptometr ists in Memphis,  had wri t ten to him asking for

somebody that was in school  and wanted to go to school  over there [ to]
t ranslate some books for him. So my father communicated with me in Los

Angeles.  So at  the end of  the semester,  I  t ransferred back to Southern

Col lege of  0ptometry.  And there I  was sett ing pret ty for  the Depression.

I  was making $100 a month,  which is very good money, plus board and room

and tu i t ion .  I  taught  two c lasses ,  Phys io ' log ica l  0p t ics  and Phys ics  fo r

ny money. lv ly wi fe didn' t  l ike Memphis too wel l  so she came back to El  Paso

with the chi ldren. So I  stayed there two years.  At  the end of  two years,

Fred  Ba i ' ley  wr i tes  me and he  says ,  "V i l legas ,  we 've  been look ing  fo r  you

for  a  long,  long  t ime,  and f ina l l y  I  found ou t  tha t  you  was over  there

studying. We have a very good job for  you in the state of  Guerrero,



V I LLEGAS 19

M:
l t  .

w i th  the  P ino les  Min ing  Company. "  So a t  tha t  t ime,  I  d idn ' t  know what  to

do real ' ly .  I  asked my wife over the phone i f  she wanted me to go to mining

for  a  wh i le ,  to  p ick  up  a  l i t t le  money.  She says ,  "0kay . "  So I  b roke  the

optometry school ing.  At the end of  the semester I  went back to Sudiana,

Guerrero,  where Bai ley was. I  was there three and a ha' l f  years.  By

tha t  t ime I  had a  l i t t le  bank  ro11 aga in .  So I  came to  E l  Paso,  bought  a

home,  then came back  to  the  co l lege.  In  a  year  and a  ha l f  I  f in ished over

there .

Finished optometry school  .

Finished optometry.  Came back here and opened up my of f ice at  . |20 S. Mesa.

In the year of  1955, ny son came. See, I  have a son that is a Doctor of

Optometry;  the pr iest  is  a Doctor of  0ptometry,  too.  By the way, he was a

graduate of Notre Dame, then he went for four years in the Gregorian

Univers i ty  in  Rome.  He came back  and s tud ied  a t  the  Catho l i c  Un ivers i ty  in

Washington, D.C. for  two years.  He was ready for his doctorate when he

decided to come and help the Mexican people here.  He had to wr i te a big

theme,  Vou know,  doc tora te ,  about  two years 'work .  So he  dec ided he  wou ldn ' t

take  the  t ime;  so  he  has  h is  Master ' s ,na tura l l y , in  Theo logy .  He came to

E l  Paso;  he  wanted  to  be  near  h is  own peop le ,  the  Mex ican peop le .  So he

asked B ishop Metzger  tha t  he  wanted  a  one-man par ish ;  i f  he  cou id  do  tha t ,

why ,he 'd  s tay  in  E l  Paso  and  he lp  h im ou t .  So  he  es tab l i shed  a  church  in

La Mesa,  New Mex ico ,  where  he  s t i l l  i s .  He jus t  le f t  here  a  l i t t le  b i t

before you came. My other son, who' is an optometr ist ,  he came and we both

es tab l i shed the  Frank l in  0p t ica l  Company in  . |955.  We had tha t  fo r  about  s ix

years and we sold out when I  ret i red.  He opened some optometry of f ices in

Mex ico ,  about  seven o f  them.  He s t i l l  has  one in  Juarez ,  and the  U l t radent .
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Tha t ' s  h is .  And  the  U l t ra  Opt i ca l .

When did you set up your of f ice here in El  Paso?
. l938 or  1939.

Let me back track a l i t t le bi t  and ask you about what you recal l  of  the

Prohibi t ion years.  That was an interest ing per iod here in El  Paso.

Yes;  we l l ,  a  1o t  o f  smugg l ing  ac tua l l y .  Don Anton io  Bermudez,  who is

par t  o f  ny  in - laws and re la t ions . . .  My s is te r  mar r ied  a  cous in  o f  Anton io

Bermudez. His name was Abel ino Bermudez. He establ ished the f i rst  drug

store in Juarez,  by the way--Farmacia Central .  As I  say,  he was related to

them, so he was very c lose to them, Don Antonio and 0ctavio Bermudez.

Antonio Bermudez was sort  of  comptrol ier  for  the dist i l lery here in Juarez.

( I  th ink  i t ' s  the  Amer ican or  the  Water f i ' |1 ,  one o f  the  two. )  Then these

peop' le decided to pass over the business [ to]  f r tm, i f  he had some peop' le to

he lp  h im out  w i th  the  cap ' i ta l  .  So  they  bought  ou t  the  d is t i ' l 1ery .  And

i t  so happened that just  about that  t ime Prohibi t ion came in.  That was a

godsend. They had gangs, 40 or 50 of  them at the brewery every day, picking

up the  boxes  o f  l iquor .  There  used to  be  a  p lace  in  Cordova ca l led  the

Hole  on  the  Wal l ;  tha t  i s  where  they  used to  go  th rough.  That  went  in  in to

the  in te r io r  o r  Mex ico .  Even in  Frank l in  Rooseve l t ' s  par t ies  they  had

[ l iquor ] .  I  saw tha t  the  o ther  day  fon  te lev is ion ]  when they  had the

story of  Frankl in [Roosevel t ]  and his wi fe.  They were having a party

there  and one o f  them cracked,  they  sa id  i t  was  dur ing  Proh ib i t ion .  So

I  th ink  i t  was  coming f rom fJuarez ] .  (Laughs)  I  p icked tha t  up  dur ing

tha t  TV [show] .

So there was a lot  of  shoot ings,  natural ly--border patrolmen, some of

them got  shot ,  a  lo t  o f  the  smugg lers  go t  sho t .  I t  was  qu i te  a  b ig  bus iness .

So Don Anton io  la te r  on  became mayor  o f  Juarez ;  tha t  was  h is  f i rs t  po l i t i ca l  iob .

\ / .
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Then he became treasurer of  the State of  chihuahua. Then he went to

Mexico and he became head of  Petroleos. My nephew was his personal  doctor

in  Mex ico  C i ty ,  Armando Por ras .  And,  we l l ,  tha t rs  about  a ' I1 ,  a ' l l  these

shoot i  ngs .

Do you have any interest ing stor ies to te l l  about Mr.  Bermudez and his

opera t ions?

Wel1 ,  I  wou ldn ' t  go  in to  tha t  too  much.  (Laughter )

I  interviewed him in Mexico Ci ty in 1974. A very interest ing man.

0h, a very f ine man. I  remember in Juarez,  before they got up too high,

they  had a  p lace  r igh t  near  ny  b ro ther - in - law 's  d rugs tore ,  the  Farmac ia

Cent ra l .  They  had a  l i t t le  p lace  there  w i th  a  long counter ,  no t  pa in ted

or  any th ing ,  jus t  raw t imber .  There  is  where  he  used to  se l l  a  lo t  o f  l iquor .

Was there any concern on his part  that  that  l iquor would come to the United

Sta tes  i11ega11y?

0h,  no ;  he  was mak ing  money ou t  o f  i t .  No concern  a t  a l i .  He d idn , t  ge t

invo lved persona ' l ' l y ,  bu t  he  had a  lo t  o f  peop le  tha t  he  so ld  the  l iquor  to .
And i t  was  the i r  bus inessn what  they  wanted  to  do  w i th  i t .

Yeah.  I t  was  qu i te  a  p rosperous  bus iness  too  a t  the  t ime.

We1l ,  i t  a lways  has  been,  ac tua l ' l y .  Do you reca l l  any  in te res t ing  or

unusual  exper iences that happened to you or that  you observed dur ing

Proh ib i t ion ,  v is i t ing  Juarez? ,Juarez  was qu i te  a  l i ve ly  p lace  then.

0hn yes. Juarez probably furnished al l  the entertainment for  El  Paso,

because EI  Paso was dead;  no  l iquor .  So we had a  lo t  o f  p laces  there ,  very

important at  the t ime, L- ikeJ the Central  Cafe.  The Central  Cafe was known al l

over the Uni ted States.  I t  was run by Severo Gonzalez.  Movie actors and

VIPs from al l  over the country used to go there.  They served besides l iquor

V :

M:

V:

M:
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V:
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very f ine food. They served venison; that  was their  special i ty,  unt i l  the

government prohibi ted the sale of  venison in restaurants.  Later on he moved

down on Juarez Avenue. He f i rst  had his place at  the corner of  Lerdo and

l6 de Sept iembre. He was also fnterested in sports,  boxing. He promoted a

lo t  o f  box ing  events  here  in  E l  Paso.  Then we had the  Min t  Cafe ,  wh ich  is

owned by Harry Mitchel l .  Harry Mitchel l  later on became the owner of  the

El Paso Brewery.  Then we had the Big Kid Cafe,  a lso on 16th of  September.

He promoted i t  because he advert ised the longest bar in the wor ld.

How long was i t?

Wel l ,  more  than a  b lock ,  a lmost  to  the  end o f  the  o ther  s t ree t .

A  who le  b lock?

At  leas t  a  coup le  hundred fee t .  And o ld  B ig  K id  was about  350 pounds;  tha t ' s

why they  ca l led  h im B ig  K id .  And they  had tab les  a l l  a round there  and we sa t

there and drank beer and enjoyed the music,  orchestras and so forth.  A nice

place. Then we had the Lobby. The Lobby No. 2 was a very f ine p ' lace to

go w i th  your  fami ly  a t  the  t ime.  They  had Vaudev i l le ,  s ingers  and dancers

and so forth,  and very nice peop' le went there.  Very good dr inksn not

adu l te ra ted .  Then we had the  T ivo l i ,wh ich  was r igh t  a t  the  br idge be fore

you cross on Juarez Avenue, on the r ight  s ide coming to E' l  Paso. Now

before ,  tha t  was  a  very  f ine  n igh t  c lub ,  too .  La ter  on  i t  became a  gambl ing

ha l l .  That ' s  the  loca t ion  o f  tha t  inc ident  I  was  te l l ing  you about  fconcern ing
Cap Kidd and mysel f l .  That p ' lace was owned by Salvador Ateca, the same man

that  had tha t  par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  Revo lu t ion , tha t  took  h is  money to

Canada. He owned the p ' lace and he ran that.

So there was a lot  of  entertainment in Juarez at  that  t ime. The red

l igh t  d fs t r i c t  was  there ,  w ide  open- -  Ca l le  de l  D iab lo .  Before  i t  moved to
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the  o ther  p lace  i t  was  Ca l le  de l  D iab lo .  I t  para l le led  the  l6 th  o f  September .
I t ' s  i us t  one  b lock  nor th  o f  the  ma in  p1aza .  0 r ig ina l l y  th i s  red  l i gh t
d is t r i c t  was  in  E l  Paso.  That  was loca ted  a t ,  they  used to  ca l l  i t  San
Jacinto Street.  San Jacinto Street was the f i rst  d istr ict  they had here
in El  Paso, completely under the law. Then some mayor decided i t  was too
cent ra l ]y  loca ted .  So they  changed i t  over  to  l l th  s t ree t ,  l l th  and
Stanton, around there,  where al l  those tenements are now. Later on that
was ob l i te ra ted  and a l l  these g i r l s  moved over  to  Juarez  a t  the  Ca l le  de l
D iab lo .  That  cont inued there  un t i l  i t  went  down to  Mar isca l  S t ree t .  I
don ' t  know whether  i t ' s  s t i l l  t he re  o r  no t .

i t ' s  s t i l l  t he re .

So there was a lot  of  entertainment there at  that  t ime. Juarez real1y was
the  focus  o f  a l l  the  en ter ta inment ;  E l  paso was dead.
D id  you know Ul ises  I r igoyen?

Yes.  u l i ses  I r igoyen was qu i te  an  educator  here .  He ran  the  pa lmore

Col ' lege ,  wh ich  was s i tua ted  on  Upson St ree t ,  one o f  the  f ines t  co l leges  here
in El  Paso for commercial  courses. Don Anton' io Bermudez graduated from there,
by the way. My nephew, lvho became that banker I  was te11 ing you about,  he
a lso  took  a  course  there .  you  know the  ponces ,  a lderman here  in  E l  paso?

His s ister graduated from there.  A lot  of  prominent people graduated from
that  co l lege because i t  was  f i rs t - ra te .  U l i ses  was a  very  s t r i c t  p ro fessor ,
very c ' lean l iv ing man. probably you have heard about him through Don
Anton io .  D id  he  te l l  you  about  tha t?
Yes,  and I ' ve  read some o f  the  th ings  I r igoyen has  wr i t ten  about  the
Libre.  Do you remember any of  the act iv i t ies that  he was involved in
concern ing  1a  Zona L ib re?

Zona

M:

V:
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V:  Never  had

M:  We l1 ,  he

V:  I t  never

been a Zona Libre here.

wanted to make i t  into a Zona Libre.

d id  come in .  I  don ' t  know noth ing  about  tha t .  He was qu i te  a  man.

IPau se ]

M:  Dr .  V i l legas ,  I  want  to  ask  you about  the  Depress ion  years  here  in  E l  Paso,

what you remember.

V :  Wel l ,  i t  was  very ,  very  tough.  As  you know,  the  banks  c losed.  I  los t  a l l

my  sav ings  o f  f i ve  years ' i n  m in ing ,  wh ich  i s  why  I  remember  i t  so  we l l .

Bes ides ,  a t  the  t ime,  I  was  a  s ick  man,  because I  had tha t  opera t ion .  I

was three months in the hospi ta l .  Some of the most prominent people here

in  E l  Paso were  comp' le te iy  b roke .  There  were  no  jobs .  I  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  job  in

min ing ;  even i f  I  had  been hea l thy ,  I  cou ldn ' t  have.  That ' s  why  I  went  to

Juarez  and es tab l i shed those money exchange compan ies .  A  lo t  o f  the  s to res

were closed, property went down to nothing. A lot  of  people just  to keep

the i r  homes in tac t ,  they  gave the i r  homes f ree .  Peop le  cou ldn ' t  pay  the

ren ts .

M: What was the ' impact of  the Depression on the Mexican American community

loca ' l1y?  I  unders tand a  lo t  o f  peop le  were  depor ted  back  to  Mex ico .

V:  We]1 ,  Mex ico  was a  l i t t le  b i t  be t te r  o f f  than we were .  Mex ican peop ' le

don ' t  su f fe r  a  lo t  because they  have a  lower  s tandard  o f  l i v ing .  See,

a  Mex ican can ge t  a long very  eas i ' l y  w i th  jus t  a  l i t t le  corn  and f r i jo les ,

as  you know; ,  wh i le  the  Amer ican,  he 's  used to  ham and eggs  and beef  and

beefs teaks ,  and a l l  tha t  bus iness .  So the  Mex ican was more  or  less  ad jus ted

because the i r  s tandard  o f  l i v ing  d id  no t  change so  awfu l  much.  I f  you  had,

say ,  a  p ro fess iona l  man tha t  was  s t ruck  down to  no th ing ,  he  was hav ing

t roub le ;  bu t  the  Mex ican fe l low,  h is  s tandard  o f  l i v ing  was ra ther  low to

24
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star t  ou t  w i th ,  so  a  T i t t le  no tch  or  two be low tha t  d idn ' t  hur t  so  much.  But

Juarez was much better of f  than we were. The big advantage of  the Depression

was the fact  that  th ings vrere very,  very cheap and reasonable.  You could

go out there wi th 50 cents and have enough food for a whole day. Vegetab' les

were  no th ing ;  you 'd  go  to  Juarez  and buy  meat  fo r  l0  cents  a  k i lo .  [You

cou ld l  buy  beer  fo r  a  n icke l  a  bo t t le ,  wh ich  is  very  impor tan t .  (Chuck les)

Everything was completely down to nothing, that  was the tremendous benef i t

that  the Depression had at  the t ime. Now we have inf lat ion,  wi th more or

less  par t ia l  depress ion ,  wh ich  is  a  very  b ig  d i f fe rence.  A  man tha t  made

a couple of  dol lars a day, he was in heaven at  that  t ime. Anybo{y that

had a  job  l i ke  a  mai l  c le rk ,  o r  any  federa l  job ,  o r  over  a t  For t  B l i ss ,

they  were  in  heaven.  They  d idn ' t  lose  the i r  jobs ,  they  had the i r  money coming

every month.  Houses were down to nothing. You could buy a darn good home

for  $1500 or  $ZOOO;  you cou ldn ' t  buy  i t  fo r  $ . |5 ,000 r igh t  now.

I  understand that many Mexican Americans lef t  El  Paso and went back to

Mex ico .  Wel l ,  in  your  own case,  You went  to  Juarez .  But  there  was some

pressure exerted on the Mexican American community to repatr iate a lot  of

people.  Did you know any fami l ies who were repatr iated?

No, I  went there voiuntar i ly .  I  don' t  remember anybody that was repatr iated,

a t  leas t  where  we l i ved ,  wh ich  were  es tab l i shed ne ighborhoods,  nobody.  Maybe

down in Chihuahi ta and those barr ios over there,  on Santa Fe [Street]  and a1' l

those p ' laces ,  maybe so ,  I  don ' t  know.  But  peop le  l i ved  much be t te r  in

Juarez at  that  t ime than we did here,  'cause things were very cheap.

I  understand a lot  of  people f rom El Paso went to Juarez to shop.

0h ,  gosh ,  .yes.  They st i  I  I  do.

I 've read in the newspapers where somet imes they had trouble br inging that
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merchandise across the r iver,  across the br idge.

Certain i tems probably,  ' l ike maybe frui t .  But almost everything was permit ted.

You donr t  remember  hav ing  any  prob lems yourse l f  c ross ing  w i th  merchand ise?

Never ,  never .  You cou ld  b r ing  any th ing  you wanted  to - -  meat ,  g rocer ies ,

produce-.-anyth i  ng.

Now what about dur ing the Prohibi t ion years when there was pressure to c lose

the br idge at  an ear ly hour to prevent Americans from gambf ing in Juarez?

Did you ever encounter any prob' lems yoursei f  wi th that?

Wel l ,  there were several  t imes where the br idge was closed ear ly.  I  suppose

i t  was because of  gambl ing,  I  don' t  rernember exact ' ly .  But they c losed i t

at  l0:00i  Vou had to get over fast .  A lot  of  them stayed over there;

cou ' ldn  ' t  make i  t t  (  Laughter )

Did you ever get caught?

No, fnot  at  that  t ime],  I  got  caught once. See, we had an ppt ical  company

in , .Juarez,  the Frankl in Opt ical  a lso in Juarez.  And when Kennedy was

assassinated, I  happened to be over there,  and they closed the br idges

because they wanted to see i f  they couldn' t  catch the assassins going over

to lv lexico.  So the br idges were c losed for two days. Natural ' ly  there was

no problem for me; I  went over to my sister 's house and stayed there wi th

them. But that  t ime the br idge was actual ly c losed, both ways.

How did World War I I  af fect  your fami ly?

World l , rJar I I ,  no.

D idn ' t  a f fec t  your  fami ly  a t  a l l?

Wel l ,  natural ly I  had a brother that  went overseas, George; he got wounded

over there once. (He was a reporter for  Pancho Vi ' l ' la. )  Then I  had another

brother that  went into the Navy in 1918, and he served 34 years in the Navy.
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He 's  re t i red  and l i v ing  in  Phoen ix  now.  So we a l l  served dur ing  the  war .

I  want  to  ask  you a  ques t ion  about  the  peso deva lua t ion .  S ince  you had

businesses in Juarez,  that  must have af fected you. There were deva' luat ions

in  the  1930s,  a  f luc tua t ion  o f  the  peso.  Then in  l94B there  was one,  in
. |954 there was one, and of  course we've had one just  recent ly.  How were

you af fected by al l  these devaluat ions?

No,  I  dea l t  most ' l y  in  do l la rs .  I  conver ted  my money every  day .  I 'd  buy

si lver here and sel l  i t  for  dol lars,  come back up here and buy some more

s i l ver  and se l l  i t  fo r  do l ia rs .  That  d idn ' t  a f fec t  me one b i t .  And the

devaluat ions were not too severe,  see. The suddeness of  these devaluat ions

were the ones that were being af fected. At that  t ime, i t  var ied a quarter

of  a cent,  a cent,  or  some more; but i t  stayed stab' ie for  years and years

and years .  The second deva lua t ion ,  wh ich  brought  i t  down I  th ink  to  $ .12 .50 ,

tha t  came a l l  o f  a  sudden,  too .  That  caught  a  lo t  o f  peop le  unawares .

L ike  th i s  las t  deva lua t ion ,  i t  caugh t  a  lo t  o f  peop le  unawares .

Dr .  V i ' l l egas ,  when you were  a  l i t t le  boy ,  d id  you ever  hear  the  word

"ch i  cano? "

Yes .

How was i t  used then?

Wel l ,  the word chicano was more or less derogatory.  We referred as a

ch icano a  l i t t le  lower  c lass  o f  l r4ex ican tha t  l i ved  around Ch ihuahu i ta  and

those p iaces  there .  Ch ihuahu i ta  was around Sante  Fe and Ch ihuahua St ree t .

But  they 've  changed i t  qu i te  a  lo t  now.  I t  doesn ' t  have the  s t igma tha t

i t  o r ig ina ' l1y  had  when I  was  a  k id .

D id  the  s t igma have to  do  w i th  the  soc ia l  s tand ing  o f  the  person,  wou ld
you say?

V:
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V: St i l l ,  I  can' t  get  i t  away from my mind because that 's the way I  understood

i t  at  the t ime and that 's the way everybody understood i t  at  the t ime.

h lhen you sa id  "ch icano, "  tha t  was  derogatory ;  bu t  now i t ' s  changed.

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  you your  op in ' ion  o f  the  Ch icano Movement .

We l l ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  ve ry  good .  They ' re  g iv ing  the  Mex ican  peop le  a  l i t t l e

chance there,  you know, more educat ion.  Take UTEP for instance. When I

was there ,  as  you know,  I  was  the  on ly  Mex ican in  my graduat ing  c ' lass .

I  was  the  on ly  Mex ican a lmost  in  [my]  h igh  schoo l  g raduat ing  c1ass .  In

San Jac in to ,  a lso .  But  now you have more  than ha l f  o f  the  schoo ls  in  E l

Paso tha t  a re  fu l l y  Mex ican.  You have h igh  schoo ls  [ tha t  a re ]  50 /50 .

E l  Paso H igh  is  most ly  Mex ican.  UTEP is  most ly  Mex ican.  So i t  has  worked

a l i t t le  b i t  towards  the  be t te rment ,  educat iona l lV ,  o f  the  Mex ican peop le .

So you have a posi t ive v iew of  the Chjcano Movement?

Wel l ,  yes  and no ;  somet imes they  overdo i t .  L ike  a l l  these man i fes ta t ions

they  have there ' in  the  s t ree ts ,  and t ry ing  to  rec la im a l l  th is  p roper ty  o f

Co lorado and Utah and New Mex ico  and Ar izona back  to  Mex ico- - tha t ' s  a  l i t t le

bi t  too far fetched. But as long as they st ick to the American way of

l i v ing  and t ry ing  to  ge t  ahead. . .  In  the  env i ronment  tha t  th is  na t ion

furnishes, anybody can get ahead here i f  he wants to;  you know that.  I

know it from my own personal experiences. But when they try to overthrow

the government ' l ike some of these parades and demonstrat ions and so forth,

I  am opposed to  i t ,  na tura l l y .

I ' ve  co l lec ted  s ta t i s t i cs  on  the  leve l  o f  representa t ion  o f  Mex ican Amer icans

local iy in El  Paso since . l900, and unt i l  very recent ly very few Mexican

Amer icans  he ' ld  pos i t ions  o f  respons ib i l i t y  in  the  government ,  in  educat ion ,

and in  bus iness .  How do you exp la in  the  very  s iow ra te  o f  p rogress  in  the

Mexican American community?

M:

V:

M:
l r .

M :
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lde l l ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  due most ly  to  the  Mex ican i t se l f .  They 've  l i ved  more  or

iess  segregated ,  they  have the i r  ov ln  soc ia l  cus toms,  they  haven ' t  m ing led  too

far out.  Probabiy they have been discr iminated and maybe they are afraid of

tha t  d isc r im ina t ion  to  ge t  ou t  and rea l ' l y  work  fo r  someth ing .  As  I  say ,  I

never  was d isc r im ina ted  in  my l i fe .  I  never  ran  fo r  any  k ind  o f  o f f i ce  o f
any  k ind .  Bu t  now,  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  be t te r ,  I  be l ieve .  we ' re  ge t t ing  a
lo t  o f  pub l i c  o f f i c ia ls  tha t  a re  Mex ican,  we had a  mayor  here ,  two- te rm

mayor .  H is  b ro ther  i s  s t i l l  i n  the  C i ty  Counc i l .  We have severa l  counc i lmen
on the City Counci l ,  several  commissioners.  We have governors f rom two
sta tes ,  Ar izona and New Mex ico .  New Mex ico  is  way  ahead o f  us  in  tha t  sense,

because most  o f  the  pub l ic  o f f i c ia ls  a re  Mex icans ,  f rom the  governor  down.

Were  you ever  invo lved in  communi ty  ac t i v i t ies ,  communi ty  o rgan iza t ions ,

po1  i t i ca ' l  ac t i v i t i es?

Never .  I I 'm ]  no  po1  i t i c ian .

What  i s  your  op in ion  about  i ]1ega1 a l iens  and the  s i tua t ion  we have here  in

the border?

V:  We l ] ,  the re 's  a  lo t  o f  d i f fe ren t  op in ions  abou t  i t .  I  wou ldn ' t  m ind  a l l

these i l lega ' l  a l iens  to  be  lega l i zed  i f  there  was a  way to  cont ro l  the

incoming  ones .  What ' s  the  use  o f  l ega ' l i z ing  a l l  these  a l iens ,  when  in  abou t
'10  years  you '1 . l  have  ano ther  e iqh t  o r  l0  m i l l i on  o f  j l l ega l  a l i ens .  you  can ' t

s top  tha t ;  i t ' s  imposs ib le .  Tha t  border ' s  3500  mi les  long .  They  seep  in

through everyp' lace I f  they were only to maintain status quo as i t  is  now,

I  wou ld  be  fo r  i t ,  because these peop le  need he lp .  But  economica i l y ,  we

cannot  suppor t  a ' l1  o f  Mex ico ,  and tha t ' s  what  wou ld  happen eventua l l y .  l ' l i th

the  b i r th  [ ra te ]  over  there- - there 's  no  b i r th  cont ro l  a t  a l l - - [4ex ico  is
growing  [bV]  leaps  and bounds in  popu la t ion .  They  have to  have someth ing  to  ea t .
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The Un i ted  Sta tes  can ' t  fu rn ish  a l l .  So  i f  there  was a  way to  cont ro l  the

s ta tus  quo I 'd  be  fo r  i t ,  bu t  tha t  wou ldn ' t  he1p.  l , r je 'd  have another  e igh t

mi l l  i on  coming  here .

M:  Do you have someth ing  e lse  tha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  add tha t  we haven ' t  ta lked

about before?

V:  Wel l ,  I  had  a  few notes  here .  Le t  me see.

IPau se ]

In nry boyhood we had streetcars.  There was no automobi les to amount to

anything yet;  they al l  were horse-drawn carr iages. We had about four or f ive

s t ree t  car  l ines :  one to  H igh land Park ,  one to  For t  B l i ss ,  one to  Wash ing ton

Park,and one to Sunset Heights,  and the Second Ward that went around Seventh

Street to Park and came back on St.  Vrain back to the Pioneer Plaza. Then

we had j i tneys;  that  was a big economical  way of  t ravel  then. The j i tneys

were  most ly  Mode l  T 's .  You pa id  a  n icke l ,  go t  on  them;  they  were  a l l  over

town. You could go anyp' lace on them. Then we had the Inter-Urban; that  ran

over to Ysleta,  and they had two or three stat ions on the way down. I

remember  one s ta t ion  in  par t i cu la r ,  F rank l in .  We used to  go  hunt ing  [ t f re re ] .

I 'd  take  a  shotgun and [my]  lunch and s top  a t  Frank l in ,  about  th ree  mi les

th is  s ide  o f  Ys le ta ,  and go  nor th  to  the  h i l l s  there  fo r  jackrabb i ts ,

co t ton ta i ' | ,  and  qua i l .  Then we had the  o ld  Tob in  P lace ,  tha t  was  an  eng ine

that used to run to where the Sunr ise Shopping Center is here on Dyer.  Al l

tha t  was  vacant .  That  was  Tob in  P lace ,  and th is  fe l low ran  tha t  p lace  to

se l l  lo ts .  W s is te rs  bought  a  few o f  them fo r  $5  a  lo t .  And now,  imag ine l

So that was the transportat ion end of  that .

No immigra t ion  prob lems when I  was  a  ch i ld .  You used to  go  back  and

for th  across  tha t  b r idge,  no  inspec t ion ;  there  migh t  be  an  inspec t ion  there ,
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but  they never did say anything. Back and forth anyt ime you wanted to.

So there  was no  t roub le  a t  a l l ,  no  inspec t ion  o f  any  k ind .

Now the Chinese colony, that  was located on Oregon Street.  A1' l

these Chinamen used to l ine up [on] the curb there at  around sunset.  [They
wou ' ld ]  b r ing  ou t  the i r  cha i rs  and s i t  on  those cha i rs  and smoke the i r  iong

p ' ipes  w i th  the i r  p ig ta i l s  hang ing  towards  the  s t ree t .  We k ids  used to  r ide

on our bicyc' les and pu' l l  some of  them! (Laughter)  They had two blocks of

Ch inese,  south  o f  0ver land on  0regon;  they  had the i r  church  there .  And

then when we had the Osaple Parade (Osap' le is El  Paso spel led backwards;

tha t  i s  the  or ig in  o f  the  Sun Carn iva l ) ,  tha t  parade,  the  Ch inese used to

take a very act ive part  in i t ,  too.  They had the dragon about . l00 feet

iong,  smok ' ing  th rough the  mouth  and cur l ing  back  and fo r th  a l l  a round the

main  s t ree ts  o f  E l  Paso.  I t  was  qu i te  a  p rominent  co lony .  Now [ in ]  those

p laces ,  they  had I i t t le  shops ,a ' |1  these Ch inese,  and they  so ]d  f i reworks .

That was the only p ' lace where you could buy f i reworks for  the Fourth of

Ju ly  and any  o ther  ocass ion .  They  a lways  had s tock  o f  them,  a l l  k inds  o f

them.  They  a lso  so ld  l i t ch j  nu ts  and s i l k  gowns and so  fo r th  fo r  the

women. There's where they made their  money. And they also had very good

restaurants in town, but they l ived over there on South 0regon. Gradual ly

they disappeared.

What happened to them?

We]1 ,  the  o ld  t imers  p robab ly  d ied  and the i r  sons ,  wh ich  were  more  in te l l igen t ,

they went to col ' lege and so forth,  moved to Cal i fornia,  so there are very

few Ch inese le f t .

We used to  have band concer ts  a t  C leve land Square .  We had mi l i ta ry

bands and municipa] bands there.  A lot  of  people at tended them, very
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p rominent ,  because we d idn ' t  have any  TV or  rad io  o r  any th ing  e ' l se .  In

Juarez  we a lso  had those band concer ts  in  the  l i t t le  p laza  in  f ron t  o f  the

church ,  and we had mi l i ta ry  bands  and mun ic ipa l  bands  a lso .  They  had the

Mex ican s ty le  serenata ,  boys  go ing  around in  one d i rec t ion  and the  g i r l s  in

the  o ther ,  f l i r t ing  as  they  went  by .

The R io  Grande was qu i te  a  r i ver  then.  They  hadn ' t  bu i l t  these dams ye t ,

so vve had a few f loods once in a whi ' le dur ing the rainy seasons, and that

was qui te a r iver somet imes. That was our main sport ,  Vou know. I  used to

l ive about eight blocks f rom the r iver.  l l je used to go down there [dur ing]

vacat ion t ime every day, take a swim or two or three, and then we'd go down

the Stanton Street Br idge and r ide the waves. Those waves were pret ty

high, two feet,  three feet,  f loat  down the waves way back to St.  Vrain

St ree t .  That  was  the  o ld  R io  Grande.

How deep would i t  get?

0h,  ny  God,  some o f  those p laces ,  why . . .  A  lo t  o f  peop ie  d rowned there ,

you know,  tha t  d idn ' t  know how to  swim.  Some p laces ' i t  was  probab ly  l0 '

l5  fee t  deep.

Were you a pretty good swimmer?

We1] ,  there 's  where  I  learned,  in  the  R io  Grande.  One t ime we made a  ra f t

and we decided we were going to put that  raf t  on the Rio Grande and f loat

down to Ysleta.  So we came to the Texas and Paci f ic  Rai l road yards,  which

was located around First  Street and St.  Vrain.  We took some t ' ies f rom there,

pu t  some p lanks  on  i t ,  and  about  l0  o f  us  d ragged i t  down to  the  r i ver .

We pushed i t  in  the  r i ver ,  and the  who le  th ing  sank .

I t  was too heavy, eh?

That was it. We were trying to im'itate Huck'leberuy Finn and Tom Sawyer; they
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were  the  ones  tha t  gave us  the  idea,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  come th rough!

Were there other k ids who were successful  in bui id ing a raf t?

0h,  no ;  we were  the  f i rs t  ones  tha t  a t tempted i t .  (Chuck les)  See,  the

old Rio Grande had a wooden br idge there;  that  was al l  there [was] to i t .

The o ther  b r idge came in  la te r .  So  th is  f i rs t  b r idge was go ing  back  and fo r th ,

somet imes the r iver was dry and we used to go on the bicycle back across the

r iver  bank  ins tead o f  pay ing  two cents  fo r  the  br idge to l l .  Then I  used to

take  mus ic  lessons  f rom a  lady  by  the  name o f  Luz  Vargas .  I 'd  go  on  my

b icyc le  down the  Acequ ia  Madre ,  wh ich  is  tha t  l i t t le  d i tch ,  down to  what  they

used to  ca l l  the  Par t idos  ( tha t ' s  loca ted  where  the  agr icu l tu ra l  co l lege

f in  Juarez ]  i s  now) ,  and r ide  back .  And the  o ld  teacher  used to  come back

in  her  car r iage to  my house on  St .  Vra in  to  g ive  me mus ic  lessons .

Theo ldM.D. 's  and doc tors  used to  use  car r iages .  When a  camiage

with a doctor used to stop in there,  a l l  the neighborhood would come out

and see who was go ing  to  d ie .  Hosp i ta ls ,  there  was no  need fo r  hosp i ta ' l s

at  that  t ime. Everybody that was sick,  they died at  home i f  they died, or

they were cured at  home. Doctor Samaniego, a prominent doctor you've

probably heard of ,  he used to come around there.  Dr.  Rodarte,  the father of

these other doctors,  he used to come around there [ ' in his carr iage].  No

t roub le  a t  a l i  ge t t ing  a  house ca l l .  Dr .  Schus ter  was  over  there  on  Prospec t

St ree t ,  where  the  Prov idence Hosp i ta l  o r ig ina ted ,  the  fa ther  o f  a l l  these

other Dr.  Schusters.  One t ime on the Fourth of  July I  got  my arm hurt  wi th

a  cannon I  was  mak ing .  I  went  down to  h im.  He p icked ou t  a l l  the  l i t t le

powder marks on the arm, gave me a tetanus shot,  and charged me one dol lar .

That 's the k ' ind of  a di f ference there is now to go to a hospi ta l  and come

out  o f  there  w i th  a  $g ,OO0 do l la r  b ' i ] ] .  So  there  is  a  b ig  d ' i f fe rence,  you



VILLEGAS 34

knowo in  every th ing .

Now, when I  used to del iver papers,  one of  the sect ions that I  used

to del iver on was around Cotton [street]  going towards Southwest Hospi ta l .

A l l  those p laces  were  tubercu los is  san i ta r iums.  I  used to  de l i ver  papers

to  a l l  those p laces .  They  had b ig  sc reens  on  the  porches ,  and a l l  these

people used to s leep there.  El  Paso was noted at  the t ime for being a good

cure  fo r  tubercu los is  because o f  the  dry  c l imate  and the  f resh  a i r .  Bu t

tha t  d isappeared;  [ i t ]  v ras  proven tha t  the  c l imate  d idn ' t  have much to  do

with i t .  Maybe you have heard about that ,  too.

Go ing  to  E lephant  But te  Dam was qu i te  a  l i t t le  t r ip  a t  the  t ime,  about

19 . |0 .  We had  an  o ld  Br i sco l  ca r .  B r i sco l  was  ca l led  the  l l i l l i on  Do l la r

Oar.  They only made a few of  them. So we started a t r ip down to Elephant

Butte Dam. We had that odometer that  shows the distances. You start  out

a t  0  and measure  ou t  a l l  the  l i t t le  p laces- - the  curves ,  [ t f re ]  amount  o f

mi leage.  I t  was  a l l  the  unpaved,  r igh t  down to  E ' lephant  But te  Dam.  So

the  t ranspor ta t ion  was no t  too  ho t  a t  tha t  t ime,  l i ke  i t  i s  now on f reeways .

I  th ink  tha t ' s  abou t  a l l ;  I  th ink  you 've  had  enough .

I  have one more quest ion regarding this community in the Rim Road area,

Stormsvi l le.  Do you remember about that  Mexican community up there?

Yes. I  remember that  i t  was up there,  l i t t le shacks on the very r im. And

I remember when Kern bought i t  over,  and he put that  b ' ig old arch there,  VoU

know.  That  was qu i te  a  dea l  there .  I  never  d id  unders tand i t ,  bu t  i t  had

al l  sort  of  h ' ieroglyphics there--zodiacs and everything. That was the

entrance to i t .  He sold a lot  of  property there.  And that became Kern Place,

and then la te r  on  R im Road.

What happened to the Mexican fami l ies when that was done?
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They came and l i ved  in  E l  Paso someplace;  Second Ward ,  I  don ' t  know.

lr ' Ie11, Dr.  Vi ' l1egas, we want to thank you very much for giv ing us your t ime.

I t ' s  been a  very  in te res t ing  and s t imu ' la t ing  ta ' l k .

I  hope i t ' s  been o f  in te res t .V :
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