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James C. Marchant
by Oscan J.  Mart inez

February 24 and March 2, 1977

l -The in te rv l 'ew tqkes  p lace  ou t  in  the  f ie ld  a long the  U.S. - l fex ico  border  in
El Pa so ._1

0 l { ;  0ka ; r ,  J i .m,  wou ld  you f i rs t  te l l  me what  your  iob  is?

JM:  0kay .  As  a  Customs Pat ro l  0 f f i cen  w i th  the  pa t ro l  d iv js ion  in  E l  Paso- -

I ' l l  s t ipu la te  E l  Paso- -our^  iob  is  to  in te rd ic t  con t raband coming across

the border between the por"ts of entry on the United States-lt lexican border.

And tha t rs  what  r l t  i s  genera l l y .  The cont raband can be  any th ing  f rom

cat t le  to  mar i juana- -par ro ts ,  any th ing"  Any  k ind  o f  th ing  tha t ' s  en ter ing

the  Un i ted  S ta tes  i l l ega l l y .

0M: Okay. But you patrol  the r iver bank. Th is  i s  your  spec ' i f i c  iob ,  i s  tha t

ri ght?

JM:  We l l ,  I  wou ldn ' t . . .pa t ro l  i s  a  k ind  o f  a  hard  word  because  we rea l l y  don ' t

have the  personne l  to  pa t ro l .  I t ! s  more  o f  appo in ted  in te rd jc t jon .  You

might  ca l l  i t  tha t ,  because what  I  ac tua l l y  do  is  cont ro l  a  cer ta in  land

area.  I  can ' t  con t ro l  every th ing ,  no  man here  can because we don ' t  have

that many peop' le to do i t .  In the El  Paso stat ion we have less than 50

peop le ,  and we have about  B l3  miJes  o f  r i ver  to  cover ,  so  you can ' t  rea l1y

say  you pa t ro l  the  who le  th ing .  What  you do  is  you p ' i ck  par t ' i cu la r  h igh

r isk  and h igh  t ra f f i cked areas ,  o r  you  migh t  come across  some jn fo rmat jon

from t ime to t ime. And those are the areas that you work,  those are the

areas that you watch for the contraband. And when you're successful  ,

tha t ' s  usua l ly  the  way i t  comes about .

0M: And you have many sensors in th is E' l  Paso region to te l l  you where t raf f ic

is  coming across ,  to  a le r t  you .

JM; We have a pattern of  sensors that  we set up. We have two di f ferent k inds.

One is  a  smal l  sensor  tha t  i s  used to  cont roJ  an  area  maybe ha l f  a  mi le
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JM:

w ide .  Bu t  th i s  i s  worked  by  an  ind iv idua i ,  usua l l y  on  the  g round- -he 's

wa lk ' i ng ,  he 's  work ing  these  th ings ,  wa tch ing .  And  a l l  i t ,  i s  i s  a  he lp  to

keep that man alert ,  to direct  h im to an at temptto penetrate that  space

tha t  he 's  cover ing  a t  tha t  t ime.  t , . le  have another  type  o f  sensor  wh jch  is

a permanent type of  sensor.  I t  can be act ivated in many di f ferent ways,

f rom se ismic  ind ica t ions  to  meta l l i c  ind ica t ions .  The th ing  is  t r iggered

wi th  a  magnet  k ind  o f  a f fa i r .  0 r  i t  can  be  t r iggered by  sound or  any

number  o f  th ings .  And th is  i s  usua l ' l y  se t  in  a  sensor  f je ld .  To  e labo-

ra tewhere they  a re ,  I ' l l  t e l1  you ,  bu t  I  won ' t  pu t  i t  on  the  tape .

Okay,  f ine .  Le t  me go on  to  another  ques t ion .  We are  s i t t jng  here  a t  a

very  in te res t ing  spot .  Th is  i s  a  p lace  where  las t  week a  jeep was coming

across  and i t  go t  s tuck  r igh t ' in  the  midd le  o f  the  r i ver ,  and we had a

tug-of-war here,  and you were an eyewitness to th is event.  Could you

recal I what you salv when that happened?

What  happened . . . I ' l l  p re face  a  l i t t l e  b j t  because  I  wasn ' t  he re  un t i l  j t

was about 45 mintues into the struggle,  you might say.  But when I  came

to  work ,  I  came to  work  a  l i t t le  b i t  ear ly ,  and one o f  my budd ' ies  was

down here.  He had been cal led in by the local  pol ice that  there had been

an a t tempted in t rus jon  r jgh t  here  on  th is  spot .  And what  had happened,

the jeep had tr ied to cross the r iver.  You can see the water down there,

i t ' s  runn tng  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  And  when the  jeep  go t  in  the  m idd le  o f  tha t

watered area, he found i t  was qui te boggy and just  sunk jn.  Then he got

ou t  o f  the  th jng  and f led  back  to  Mex ' i co .  But  th is  was observed by  one

o f  the  loca l  po l i ce  un i t s  and  they  ca l led  our  un i t s  in  on  i t ,  because  th is

is  our  job ,  to  in te rd ic t  the  cont raband.

We came down and one of  the of f icers that  got here f j rst  cal led in a

wrecker  to  p ick  i t  up .  Bu t  i t  was  k ind  o f  mutua l1y . . .  I  th jnk  the  ac t ions
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took place together,  because a wrecker also came r 'n on the othen side and

i t  hooked up to one end and we hooked up to the other.  In the in i t ia l

s tages  o f  i t ,  why ,  the  o ther  t ruck ,  be ing  a  b igger  t ruck ,  was  pu l l ing  ours

backwards down the hi l l  here,  and so we cal led jn another wrecker who came

short ly thereafter and hooked up to i t .  Then i t  was a stalemate for about

two and hal f  hours on who would pul l  what where.  And f inal ly the at tempt

was made by the Mexican side to pu' |1 i t  across to that  s ide.  And by th is

t ime there  was about  f j ve  o r  s ix  hundred peop le  l in ing  tha t  s ide  o f  the

bank with numerous cars in the background, and we had about the same num-

ber here.  The street behind us was closed down and i t  become to be kind

of l ike a gala event,  you might say,  because everybody was coming down.

And I  was  surpr jsed  no t  to  see somebody ou t  here  w i th  a  p icn ic  lunch.

But  f ina l l y  an  a t tempt  was made to  pu1 l  i t  to  the  Mex jcan s jde ,  and

they  t r ied  tw jce .  The f i rs t  t ime the  cab le  d id  b reak .  But  the  second

t ime my supervisorn,  who was stand' ing r ight  here,  ordered another wrecker

to come. And we came down w' i th a bigger wrecker that  just  hooked up to

j t  and  pu11ed  to  th i s  s ide .

0M:  Was tha t  a  p r iva te  wrecker ,  the  b ig  one?

JM:  I ^ le l l ,  i t  a l l  be longs  to  the  E l  Paso Wrecker  Serv jce .  The b ig  one was

ca l led  by  tha t  se rv ice .  Tha t ' s  the  one  we usua l l3 r  re l y  upon  on  s i tua t ions

where we have to tow a vehic le.  We cal l  them to come and get i t .  But

that 's what happened du.r ing the tug-of-war here on the r iver bank. I t  was

brought to our at tent ion by some of the local  pof  ice,  who were down the

r iver  here  jus t  a  l j t t le  b i t ,  tha t  they  had observedweaponsbe ing  passed

among severa l  o f  the  peop le  on  the  o ther  s ide .  What  k ind  o f  weapons, they

d idn ' t  e labora te  on .  But  we ca l led  jn  a  chopper  and i t  came in  and hover -

ed around this area. We had a r i f leman and he observed the banks on the
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other  s ide  and genera l l y  jus t  backed usup.  Severa l  t imes he  was ca l led

to come down cJose to the crowd just  to brush them back so we wouldn' t

ge t  invo lved in  a  b ig  banter  w i th  the  c rowd themse lves  r igh t  there '

' cause th is  was a  fo reseeab le  th ing  a1so.  The peop le  over  there  were

chuck in '  rocks  and th ings  and mud ba l l s  and whatever  on to  th is  s ide ,  and

our men were try ing to work in among i t .  And those of  us that  were here

were try ing the best to protect  them and keep them so they could do their

job  and ge t  down there  and ge t  tha t  th ing  ou t .  Genera l l y  tha t ' s  what  j t

was .  For  a  long t ime the  who le  th ' ing  was ius t  a  s ta lemate .  And we d id

have I ' lexican of f ic ia ls on the other s ide who seemed not to want to ta lk

about  i t .  We had our  peop le  here  who was t ry ing  to  ta lk  about  j t .

What  k ind  o f  o f f i c ia l s?

Po l i c fa ,  j ud ic ia les ,  were  over  here .

Any Customs agents?

I  d jdn ' t  see  any ,  I  d idn ' t  see  any  over  there .  And tha t ' s  genera l l y  what

happened r igh t  here .

0M:  D id  the  chopper  go  to  the  o ther  s ide  and ra ise  up  some dus t  and sand,  o r

d id  he  s tay  on  th is  s ide  o f  the  r i ver?

JM:  He t r ied  as  bes t  as  he  cou ld  to  s tay  on  th is  s ide  jus t  to  s tay  over  us .

Because when he 's  over  the  top  o f  us ,  he 's  b lowing  a  down dra f t  l i ke  th is

and i t  goes  ou t  on  a l l  s ides  o f  us  and b lowsevenyth ing  back  away f rom us .

But  anybody s tand ing ' in  the  per iphery  ge ts  h i t  by  a  lo t  o f  f l y ing ,  b lowing

junk ,  and tha t rs  what  happened genera l l y .  He d jd  buzz  the  c rowd over  the

top  r igh t  there  to  check ,  to  make sune tha t  he  d idn ' t  see  anybody w j th  a

weapon,  to  le t  us  know in  case there  was,  a f te r  th is  repor t  came in .  But

the  man knew what  he  was do ' ing .  I  know the  man persona l ly ,  and he 's  a

good p i ' lo t .
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Was there  any  danger  o f  the  s i tua t ion  break ing  ou t ' in to  some armed conf l i c t

or  real  conf l  ic t?

Whenever  you ge t  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  there 's  a ' lways  a  danger  o f  tha t .

Did you feel  that  i t  came close to that?

No,  no t  th is  t ime.  The on ly  th ing  tha t  we wor r ied  about ,  we cou ld  see

tha t  the  Mex jcan o f f i c ia ls  weren ' t  gonna do  any th ing ,  bu t  then on  the

other hand they didn' t  seem to be arousing anybody to t ry to do anything'

e i ther .  So our  wor ry  was w j th  the  c rowd i tse l fn  no t  w i th  anybody e lse

but the crowd.

How long d id  th is  inc ' iden t  take  f rom the  t ime tha t  i t  s ta r ted  to  the  t jme

that i t  was completed?

JM: 0h, about two and a hal f  to three hours f t ronl  the t ime i t  started and

when we got the th ing back and secured.

And what was the mood of  the crowd on the other s ide?

We]1 ,  f rom t jme to  t ime they  showed hos t i l i t y ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  by  th rowing

th ings  a t  us  and shout ing  and whatever ,  l i ke  th js .  But  genera l l y  i t  was

pre t ty  we l l  o rdered because we had qu j te  a  g roup r igh t  here ,  and I  th ink

tha t ' s  what  d id  i t .  They  had qu i te  a  de teren t  r igh t  here  on  the  bank ,

0lrl:

JM :

with everybody that was here.

0M: What did they throw at  you? Rocks, mud

JM:  Rocks ,  mud ba l l s ,  th ings  o f tha t  na tu re .

over there of f  the qround.

bal  I  s?

Jus t  s tu f f  they  cou ld  p ick  up

0M: Was there a carn iva ' l  a tmosphere here,  would you say,  to  some extent?

JM:  0h ,  t o  ou r  s ide ,  de f i n i t e ' l y .  They  though t  i t  was  fun .  I t ' s  a  ve ry  un -

usua l  i nc i den t .  You  don ' t  ge t  t h i s  much  o f  a  con f l j c t .  I n  f ac t ,  I  don ' t

th jnk I  ever  remembered anyth ing in my exper ience to  compare wj th  ' i t '

a c tua l l y  one  s i de  aga ins t  t he  o the r  s i de .  I t ' s  unusua l .
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OM:

JM:

And the guys who were try ing to br ing the jeep across,  of  course, they

got away. But did they stay around with the crowd on the other s ide,

jus t  to  look  a t  what  happened?

I 'm sure somebody did over there.  Somebody had to cal l  the wrecker over

there  and ge t  every th ing  go ing  fo r  i t .  I  wou ldn ' t  be  ab le  to  te1 l  you

who or  what ,  because l i ke  I  say ,  there  was l i te ra l l y  hundreds  o f  peop le

down there at  that  t ime.

Th is  par t i cu la r  spo t  i s  r igh t  beh ind  the  Hac ienda  Cafe ,  i sn ' t  i t ?

Yes ,  i t  j s .

AUSET

Right now, J ' im, there are people across on the other s ide,  there are four

guys  and some women wa lk ing  a long the  r i ver  bank .  Do you see peop le  l j ke

fe
OM:

th is  a l l  the  t jme on  your  pa t ro ls?

JM:  Dur ing  the  day  you can see l i te ra l l y  and v i r tua l l y  hundreds  o f  them on the

bank over  there .  Depends on  what  t ime o f  the  day  i t  i s ,  too .  I f  i t ' s

ear l y  in  the  day ,  ear l y  in  the  morn jng ,  f i ve  o r  s i x  o ' c lock ,  the re 's  a

big drove over there.  Great large numbers of  people that  come.

0M:  And they ' re  most ly  wa i t ing  to  c ross  over  to  th is  s ide?

JM:  Yeah.  That ' s  what  i t  amounts  to .  They  choose and p ick  the i r  t imes.

0M: J i 'm, how long have you been working with the Customs Service?

JM:  0n  March  o f  th i s  year  i t ' l l  be  s i x  years .

0lv1:  And have you worked in El  Paso al l  th is t ime?

JM:  No,  jus t  the  las t  th ree  years .  Ac tua l l y ,  th ree  and a  ha l f .

AUSE

Okay, ,J im, would you te11 me where we are,  and tel l  me about some of the

exper r 'ences  tha t  you 've  had ' in  th i s  p lace?

Okay,  we ' re  above the  l i t t le  town o f  Meadow V is ta  in  New } lex ico .  We ' re

/P

OM:

JM:
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OM:

JM:

at l r lonument Three on a mesa on top of  a plateau and we're r ight  on the

Mex ican-Amer ican border .  That ' s  the  loca t ion .  The exper ience I  was

gonna tel l  you about here is,  th is is where mysel f  and two other members

of a team secured an area and made a seizure of  about 900 pounds of  mari-

juana and secured the  ar res t  o f  f i ve  ind iv idua ls  tha t  n igh t .

When was th is?

0h ,  th j s  was ' in  l ' l ovember  o f  ' 75 ,  I  be l ieve .  Been  a  wh j le .  Bu t  wha t

would happen is,  the Mexicans and the smuggler,  the cgnlrabandista,  come

in f rom the south,  here.  There are roads leadjng into th js area here f rom

the  sou th  tha t  fo l l ow the  1 ip  o f  th i s  mesa  a : l l  t he  way  a round ' in to  Ju6-

rez.  And they would come around that road and stop r ight  here c lose to

th js  a rea ,  un load the i r  con t raband,  and f rom here  they  wou ld  send lookouts

and whatnot out to the end of  th is mesa on down towards the town of

Meadow Vista.  These lookouts would c lear the area and make sure nobody

was there,  and then they would come back and get the load and wal k j t  out

in to  a  p ' i ck -up  po in t  down in  tha t  town.

The n igh t  tha t  we had the  ac t ion  here  was a  l i t t le  in te res t ing

because, due to the locale and the number of  men we have, we were scattered

real  th in.  l , ' le had informat ion on a deal  that  was going down on the other

s ide  o f  E l  Paso,  and v i r tua l l y  B0 percent ,  90  percent  o f  our  s ta t ion  was

cal led to go jnto that .  And myse' l f  and the team members on thjs team fel t

we had qu i te  a  good chance o f  do ' ing  someth ing  r igh t  here  s ince  we 'd  ga thered

in fo rmat ion  f rom check jng  the  s ign ,  cu t t ing  s ign ,  and f rom ta lk ing  to

o ther  loca l  agenc ies  ou t  here  on  opera t ions  tha t  had been happen ing  r igh t

here.  So, anyway, I  secured the okay from one of  our supervisors.  I

d idn ' t  ge t  as  many men as  I  wanted ,  bu t  I  go t  two.  We came out  here ,

mysel f  and two other of f icers.  l , ' le had taken this area and set our l i t t le
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sensors ' in and had bugged i t  so that  we would know when something was

go ing  on ,  j f  j t  jn  fac t  d id .  | l l e  se t  down o f f  the  s ide  o f  th fs  mesa down

towards town. About nine o 'c lock that night we started having some rea' l

regu la r  ac t fv i t y  on  one o f  our  sensors  tha t  was  p laced on  top  o f  th is  mesa.

My two par tners  dec ided tha t  they  wou ld . . .we thought  in  the  f j rs t  par t  o f

i t ,  i t  was  a  t ra in .

Before  I  go  any  fu r ther  w i th  th is ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  exp ' la in  one th ing  to

you.  Due to  the  ac t iv i t y  on  the  o ther  s jde  o f  town,  most  o f  our  equ ip -

ment had been taken that way. l , le were here wi th the radjo and a radio

that was included in the ieep, but we had no portable radio for  anyone

to  car ry  w i th  /  them /on  the  ground i f  they  went  ou t .  Bu t  we f jgured ,

our  p lan !  our  game p lan  had been,  i f  anyone came th rough,  i s  to  co l la r

them closer down towards the town and to secure the arrest  down in that

area ,  no t  here .

But  when we s ta r ted  seeming ly  hav ing  d i f f i cu l ty  w i th  one o f  the  sen-

sors . . .because  i t  j us t  kep t  go ing  o f f  fo r  an  hour ,  and  no  o ther  ac t i v i t y ,

and i t  was  k ind  o f  an  iso la ted  sensor ,  too .  So my two par tners  dec ided

tha t  they  were  gonna ge t  ou t  and wa lk  to  the  top  o f  the  h i l l ,  and  i f  they

cou ld  then ta lk  to  me on th is  sensor . . .  Th is  sensor  was the  k ind  tha t

was an  aud io  sensor  a lso ,  ac t i va ted  by  se fsmic  waves .  But  when the  se is -

mic waves act ivated i t ,  i t  had a microphone that we had hidden in the

brush and th js  mic rophone went  on  a lso .  So,  th is  way we cou ld  te l l  i f  i t

was a cow, horse, moose, whatever,  coming down the trai l .  And we decided,

we11,  when they  go t  up  on  top ,  they  wou ld  ius t  ta lk  jn to  the  mike  once

they act ivated i t  and tel l  me whether or not anyth ' ing was wrong.

Wel1 ,  as  the  th ing  proceeded,  they  s ta r ted  up  the  h i l l  here .  And

they were near the top, as we project ,  they were near the top, when I
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started having act iv i ty on a number of  the other sensors going down the

eas t  s ide  o f  the  h i l l ,  on  tha t  s ide .  And when th is  happened,  I  knew tha t

more than l ikely what was happening was that anybody that was on top was

go ing  down the  eas t  s jde  wh i ' le  my par tners  were  go ing  up  the  west  s ide .

So ' i t  was  k jnd  o f  bad r igh t  there .  So I  go t  ou t  and I  s ta r ted  mov ing

down towards  our  o ther  sensor  f je ld  to  see i f  I  cou ld  p ick  up  on  th is '

see  i f  j t  was  a  lookout  o r  j f  i t  was  in  e f fec t  the  load coming th rough.

But  wh j le  I  was  in  the  process  o f  do ing  th iS ,  f f i y  o ther  two par tners ,  one

of  them reached the  r jm here  f i rs t .  And as  he  looked over  the  s ide ,  he

saw a  number  o f  i nd jv jdua ls ,  by  h js  coun t  a round  l0  to  l2  jnd jv idua ls '

coming down one o f  the  t ra i l s  here  towards  the  po in t  o f  the  h i l l .  And he

cou ld  see them camy ' ing  la rge  ob jec ts .

So he went down, got my other partner,  and brought him up to the top

of the hi l l .  And as they watched, they knew that the way we were spread

out ,  tha t  i t  had  to  be  e j ther  then or  no t  a t  a l ln  because o f  the  lack  o f

equ ipment ,  the  pos ' i t ion ing .  We were  ou t  o f  pos i t ion .  But  these two o f f i -

cers decided that they were gonna have to take that bunch r ight  where

they  were  a t .  And th is  i s  no t  usua l ,  because these o f f i cers  bo th  were

armed on ly  w i th  38  ca l jbe r  p is to ls ,  and  th is  was  a  g roup  o f  l 0  o r  so  ind j -

v idua ls .  And so  what  happened,  ac tua11y,  i s  the  f i rs t  o f f i cer  tha t  made

the  f i rs t  con tac t  w j th  them went  down o f f  the  h i l l ,  go t  the  o ther  one,

brought  h im back  up .  They  wa i ted  fo r  a  few minutes ,  go t  the i r  b rea th '

got ready, went over the top of  the hi l l  and secured the arrest  of  f ive

ind iv r 'dua l  s  ou t  o f  tha t  g roup.  The res t  o f  'em f led .

0M: How many were there al l  together?

JM:  [ ' l e l l ,  as  I  p ieced i t  toge ther  ]a te r ,  I  f igure  about  l5  a l1  together .

What  I  had,  when I  was  down o f f  the  h j11 ,  was  the  lookouts  com' ing  down.
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OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:

l0

As I  was away from the radio and away from al l  the monjtor ing equipment

when j t  happened, I  watched the r im of  the hi l l  when they made the bust

on  top .  They  f lashed a t  me someth ing  was go ing  on ,  and in  e f fec t  sa id ,

"Get  your  ass  up  here . "  Tha t ' s  wha t  came o f f  the  top  o f  the  h i l l .  And

so I  b roke  o f f  w j th  the  peop le  tha t  I  was  in  pursu i t  o f  down a t  the  bo t -

tom,  went  and go t  in  the  jeep,  and came on up  the  h i l l  to  p rov ide  secur i ty

and cover fo ' r  the of f icers up here that went into i t .  And as we counted

the bags, i t  turned out to be 22 bags of  mari juana, and they were dest ined

for  the  l i t t le  town down here  fo r  a  p ick -up  po in t .

Twenty duffl e bags?

Twenty-two duff le bags.

Twenty-two duffl e bags.

Army duff le bags.

D id  th is  make the  newspapers?

0h,  a  l i t t le  b i t  here  and there ,  i t  does .  You might  ge t  a  spread,  maybe

an  inch ,  two  inches  1ong ,  in  the ' l7 th  chap te r  o f  the  las t  page .  Bu t

tha t ' s  wha t  happens .  One th ing  tha t  i s  unusua l  abou t  th i s  was)  I  th ink ,

real ly,  the guys that were on top displayed at  the moment of  the supreme

cr is is ,  was  when they  f ina l " l y  made the  contac t ,  and they  made i t  here

ra ther  than t ry ing  to  t ra i l  these peop le  th rough the  b lackness  and the

darkness .  And i t  rea l l y  ge ts  b lack  here  and dark  a t  n igh t .  And to  go

down there . . .  Our  exper ience had been,  i f  you  t ry  to  t rack  'em,  you loose

'em,  because j t ' s  so  dark  and i t ' s  so  hard .  You se t  up  on  'em and you

wait .  And when they come to you and you have the upper hand and the

upper . . . they  come to  your  s i tua t ion ,  Vou don ' t  go  to  the i rs .  And tha t

way you secure the best chance of  having the thing al ' l  go down the way

you want r ' t  to rather than have somethjng go wrong. And these of f icers
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did know the area, they dfd have a plan in mind, and they knew what they

cou ld  do  here .  Tha t ' s  why  they  dec ided  ius t  to  go  ahead  and  h j t ' em

ins tead o f  le t t ' i n '  ' em go down the  h i l l  and  then have to  d rop  o f f  in

p1a ' in  s igh t  and every th ing  and go  w j th  them.  And s ince  we d id  no t  have

radio communicat jons,  i t  was imperat ive that  they did what they did at

the t ime that they had to do i t .  And that 's the way this one went down

r igh t  here .

What happened to the f ive indiv iduals who were arrested?

Wel l ,  th is  i s  very  in te res t ' ing .  We took  the  case to  cour t ,  federa l  cour t '

in Albuquer"que, New Mexico. The f ive that  were secured and arrested here

for i l  l  egaf impor. tat ion of  contraband, mari iuana, were amaigned before

Federal  Judge McCoy up in the court  up in A' lbuquerque. And as the

arraignment proceeded, in the course of  the case, i t  was thrown out of

cour t .  Bas ica l l y  because the  iudge fe l t - -excuses  tha t  I  fee l  tha t  he

gave ;  o f  course ,  I 'm  a  l i t t l e  b i t  p re jud iced  r igh t  now,  be jng  law en fo rce-

ment or iented-- that  when of f icer Hughes f i rst  observed them coming down

the t ra i l ,  he  had to  b reak  away f rom them,  he  had to  go  down the  h i l l "

Th is  number  o f  jnd jv idua ls  were  no  longer  wa lk ing ,  they  were  no  longer

car ry ing  any th ing .  And in  fac t ,  they  were  s i t t ing  on  top  o f  the  bags .

The judge sr 'mp1y stated that s ince those bags were being set upon by those

ind iv idua ls ,  we d ' idn ' t  know whether  those were  the  same ind iv idua ls  tha t

car r ied  them down the  t ra i l  o r  no t .  So ,  under  tha t  p re tense '  he  d jsmissed

the  case and tu rned the  a l iens- - they  were  i11ega1 a l iens- - tu rned them over

to  the  Border  Pat ro l .  And tha t ' s  how tha t  case te rmina ted .

0M:  Techn ica l  i t y .  .

JM:  Techn jca l  i t y .

0M:  As  we  d r j ve  down ,  J im"  I  wonder  i f  you  wou ld  m jnd  te l l i ng  me  abou t  some o f

il
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the th ings  tha t  we were  ta lk ing  about  as  we were  dr iv ing  up  here .  You

ment ioned your  exper jences  o f  pa t ro l l ing  th is  a rea  a t  n igh t ,  and how you

have deve loped a  sense fo r  work ing ' in  th is  a rea  a t  n igh t  and spot t ing

ind iv idua l  s .

JM:  Wel l ,  I  guess  i t  comes f rom fami l ia r i t y  rv ' i th  what  you ' re  do jng ,  I  be l ieve .

Because I ' ve  become so  fami l ia r  w i th  th is  a rea- -w i th  the  bushes  and w i th

the way things look af ter  Oark,  and with the way the shadows fal l  and the

way the  l igh t  re f lec ts  o f f  the  d i f fe ren t  a reas ,  o f  how to  move in  j t  and

out  o f  i t  w i thout  someone see ing  you.  0 f  course ,  i t  he lps ,  when we work

on  foo t  a t  n igh t  usua ' l1y  we ' re  d ressed  in  camouf lage  c lo th ing  a lso .  So

you have an  advantage there .  But  j t ' s  jus t  a  sense tha t  you  deve lop .  A

lo t  o f  peop le  can ' t  do  i t ,  so  I ' ve  been  to ld .  Bu t  I  th jnk  mos t  anybody

cou ld ,  tha t  ac tua l l y  had to  ge t  ou t  and do  i t  each n igh t .  I  do  i t  because

i t ' s  a  cha l lenge to  me to  p ick  these peop le  up  as  they ' re  comjng th rough a

area tha t  Ihave se tou t  lTo  Cont ro ! .  I 'm gonna cont ro l  th ispar t i cu la ramount

o f  space ton igh t .  Noth ing 's  coming th rough tha t  par t i cu la r  amount  o f

space,  tha t  I  don ' t  know about ,  f rom Mex ico .  And tha t ' s  the  way I  work .

And usua l ly ' i t ' s  w i th  a  back-up  team somewhere- -myse l f  and one o ther  o f f j -

cer ,  o r  myse l f  andaback-up team somewhere .  And th is  i s  the  way tha t

i t ' s  worked  ou t .

I t ' s  rea l l y  someth ing ,  a  sense tha t  you  deve lop  about  the  dark ,  the

n igh t .  0 f  course ,  there 's  a  boog ' ie  man,  there 's  every th ing  e ' l se  l i ke

tha t  you  have as  k ids .  And I  know a  lo t  o f  peop le  a ren ' t  comfor tab le

work ing  in  dark  p laces  and  in  dark  a reas ,  bu t  to  me ' i t ' s  been  the  o ther

way  a round .  I t ' s  been  k ind  o f  a  cha l lenge ,  and  espec ia ' l 1y  s ince  I ' ve  had

some success ' in i t  and watched my own react ions under pressure,  and to

see what  happens to  me when these th ings  s ta r t  happen ing .  And I ' ve  a t

1?
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t ' imes been pleased w' i th mysel f  and at  t fmes been veryaggravated and very

put  ou t  w i th  the  way I  reac ted  to  cer ta in  s i tua t ions .  But  most ly  i t  comes

down to  be ing  comfor tab le  w i th  what  you ' re  do ing  and en joy fng  f t .

0F1:  And you 've  amested  ind iv idua l  s  a t  n igh t?

JM:  0h ,  yes .

0M:  In  th is  a rea?

JM:  Yes .

/ PAUSEJ

0M:  Jus t  go  ahead and te l l  me about  th js .

JM:  (Laughs)  Wet1 ,  now you ' re  gonna make me c lam up.  I  rea l l y  en ioy  work ' ing

around in  i t .  I  haven ' t  go t ten  what  I  wanted  to  ge t  ou t  here ,  Vet .  But

just  the matter of  working in the darkness and watching how people react

t3

OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:

in  do ing  th ings ,  i t ' s  good exper ience fo r  you  to  go  o ther  p laces .

I  unders tand a  lo t  o f  peop le  a lso  c ross  over  in  the  Cr is to  Rey area .

Yes .

Have you had any exper"t 'ences there?

More than anyone else in the patrol  here.

Real  ly?

I  work  tha t  now.  Have you ever  heard  the . . .you  know,  the  th jng  tha t  Wal t

D isney  pu t  ou t ,  "N igh t  on  Ba ld  Mounta in?"  I t  has  one o f  Tcha ' i kovsky 's

symphon ies  in  j t ,  o r  some symphony in  j t .  And in  tha t  th ing  there 's

dep ic ted ,  a t  the  top  o f  the  mounta ins ,  the  dev i l .  And  he  i s  send ing  a l l

h is emissar ies down to swoop through the towns and to raid al l  the people

and to  scare  and f r igh ten  and cause a l l  k inds  o f  bad th ings .  But  then a t

the end and the morning comes, they a1' l  have to f lee and go back to where

they  came.  Wel l ,  th is  mounta jn ,  a t  n igh t ,  reminds  me o f  tha t  symphony,

and i t ' s  rea l l y  someth ' ing .  There  are  more- -  what  do  you ca l l  ' em?- -  legends
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and s to r jes  abou t  tha t  h i l l  t han  any  o f 'em in  town.  The  th ing  i s  in te r -

es t ing .  A  par t  o f 'em are  caused by- -we l l ,  what  shou ld  I  say?- -Customs

Patrol  of f icers gett ing bored and having fun, and Border Patro ' lmen doing

the  same th ing .

0M: And they make up stor ies?

JM:  We l  I  ,  no .  You . . .

0M: 0r they exaggerate stor ies?

JM:  No.  I ' l l  te l )  you  a  s to ry .  There 's  one t ra  j l  oo ing  the  o ther  s ' ide  o f

tha t  h i l l ,  tha t  goes  on  down,  and i t  comes ou t  down here  by  Anapra .

And a f te r  dark  tha t  i s  the  w i ldes t ,  woo l jes t  look ing  th ing  you 've  ever

seen .  There 's  shadows,  the re 's  b lackness ,  the re 's  a l l  k jnds  o f  d i f fe r -

ent shapes and shadows of  rocks,  of  t rees,  bushes. And the mojados come

through there- -somet imes in  la rge  groups ,  somet imes in  two 's  and th ree 's ,

somet imes a lone.  And some o f  the  guys  have been known. . .  Le t  me put  i t

th is way--some of the guys have been known to do pret ty imitat ively,  to

imi ta te  the  sounds o f  d i f fe ren t  k inds  o f  an ima ls .  And even worse  than

tha t ,  somet imes they  pu t  b lankets  over  the i r  shou lders ,  snor t  and sn i r t ,

and come down out  o f  the  brush.  And they  look  fo rever  l i ke  g ian ts ,  huge

bats ,coming,  chas ing  ou t  o f  the  s ide  o f  the  h i l l .  And when you do  a  few

th ings  l i ke  tha t ,  the  reputa t ion  o f  the  mounta in  beg ins  to  ge t  a round.

I t ' s  very  comica l .  Some o f  the  peop le  tha t  I ' ve  s topped to  check  and

ta lked w i th  up  there ,  what  they  th ink  tha t  j s  rea l l y  in  tha t  mounta in ,

i  t '  s  rea l  
' l y .  

.  .  i  t '  s  someth i  ng  .

014:  What  a re  some o f  the  s to r ies  tha t  you 've  heard  about  th is  p lace?

JM: 0h, have you heard the legend of  Big Foot?

0M:  Yes .  Is  B ig  Foot  a round here?

JM:  0h ,  the re 's  a  few tha t  l ' i ve  up ' in  here .  There 's  a lso  b ig  jaguars  and  pumas
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and w i ld  bug le rs  and  a l l  k inds  o f  th ings  tha t  can  deve lop  fn  peop le ' s

imag ina t ions .  Once you g ive  them cause to  do  someth ing . . .  What  I 'm say-

ing  is  no t  tha t  myse l f  o r  any  s ing le  ind iv idua l  has  ever  caused any  o f

th is  k ind  o f  th ing  to  go  on ,  bu t  over  the  las t  per iod  o f  years ,  tha t ' s

jus t  the  k ind  o f  a rea  tha t  tha t  i s  l j ke ,  tha t ' s  a l l .  I t ' s  one  conduc ive

to l  egend and to storytel ' l  ing.

0M:  Wel l ,  tha t  l i t t le  mounta in  has  a  lo t  o f  h js to ry  in  i t ,  w i th  tha t  monument

tha t  ' i s  up  there .  They  have process ions  dur ing  the  year .

JM:  I  wanted  to  p re face  th is  a  l i t t le  b i t  on  i t .  I  worked i t  cons tan t ly  fo r

about  f i ve  months  s t ra igh t  and then o f f  and on  fo rabout  a  year  a f te r  tha t ;

and I  was  ab le  to  secure , th ree  d i f fe ren t  t jmesn se izures  o f  narco t ics

coming through this area. But due to the procedure that the smuggler uses,

i t  was  very  d i f f i cu l t .  Because number  one,  they  have a  lo t  o f  lookouts

that come down and they set around and watch al l  the t jme, somet imes for

days and days. Other t r 'mes the ones that escort  the load wi l l  come down

and check  the  c ross ing ' i t se l f  n igh t  a f te r  n igh t ,  day  a f te r  day ,  and  ius t

look  th jngs  over  un t j l  they  fee l  th ings  are  r igh t  to  shoot  tha t  load  across .

And the  loads  down here  are  usua: l1y  escor ted  on  the  Mex ican s jde- -we l l ,

v j r tua l l y  
. |00  percent  o f  the  t ime- -by  armed personne l .

0M:  What  about  on  th is  s ide ,  J im?

JM:  We 've  had our  p rob lems,  too ,  0scar .

/-PAUSE 7

JM:  L jke  c reepr 'n9 ,  you  know.  That ' s  a  tac t i c  I  learned f i rs t  jn  the  Army,

and then in  add i t iona l  t ra in ing  we had w i th  the  Navy  SEAL Teams in  N i land,

Ca l i fo rn ia ,  on  how to  in f i l t ra te ,  the  process  o f  in f i l t ra t ing  and the

n igh t  work ,  rea i l y .  So ,  when I  came down here ,  I  jus t  s ta r ted  do ing  tha t

here .  And as  fa r  as  I  can  te l l ,  nobody e lse  was rea l ]y  do ' ing  tha t  here

t5
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at  a l l  jn  town.  And tha t ' s  why  I ' ve  come up w i th  so  many d i f fe ren t  expe-

r iences  down here  than most  peop le  here ,  i s  because I  d id  ge t  ou t  and I

d id  do  a  lo t  o f  wa lk ing  a long  in  here  a f te r  da rk - -wa tch ing ,  l i s ten ing !

p ick ing  spots  tha t  seem to  have the  most  ac t i v j t y ,  and hang ing  w i th  them

for  a  per iod  o f  t ime to  see what  wou ld  happen.  In  do ing  th is ,  ius t  abso-

lu te ly  leav ' ing  the  wets  a lone,  le t t ing  the  normal  course  o f  t ra f f i c  go

back  and fo r th ,  un t j l  someth ing  looked ou t  o f  the  ord jnary .  And,  you

know,  you can te l l  what  a  regu la r  o ld  wet  looks  l i ke .  Any  good Border

Pat ro lman w i l l  te11  you tha t .  You can te l l  them on the  s t ree t  in  down-

town E l  Paso.  You jus t  deve lop  a  sense.  Wel l ,  down here  you can deve lop

a sense of  who belongs there and who doesn' t - -of  who and what t jme the

traf f ic  crosses that turns out to be wet t raf f ic  Aoing to El  Paso, and who

is  down there  check ing  an  a rea  look ing  fo r  th ings ,  look ing  l i ke  I ' n l  l ook -

ing  fo r  someth ing ,  ou t  o f  the  ord inary .  And tha t ' s  the  way I  went  in  w i th

th is  idea down here ,  and i t  tu rned ou t  to  be  qu i te  p ro f i tab le  fo r  me,  as

fa r  as  mak ing  se izures  and ga in ing  exper ience on  the  r i ver .

0M: How many seizures did you make?

JM:  l ^ le l l ,  i n  th i s  one  a rea  I 'm  tak ing  you  to ,  I ' ve  made th ree .  One o f 'em

was about  300 pounds,  another  one about  125 pounds,  and the  las t  one I

made down here  was r igh t  a t  70  pounds.  And th is  denotes  the  dec l jne  in

the  way they ' re  c ross ing  i t ,  because o f  these lomas here .  The obs tac les

tha t  they ' re  encounter ing  are  becoming b igger  and b igger ,  and as  a  resu l t ,

the  loads  tha t they ' re  car ry ing  are  becoming smal le r  and smal le r .

0t{ :  The r iver gets qu j te naruow here.

JM:  Yes .  l l l e l l ,  usua l l y  i t ' s  no t  over  your  knee deep,  over  knee-deep.

0M:  So,  j s  th js  the  r j ver  here?

JM:  That 's  the  r i ver .  The o ther  s ide  is  the  Mex ican levee.  You have the

16
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OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:

OM:

r iver ,  then th is  i s  our  levee on  th is  s ide .  The who le  th fng  was bu i l t  by

the .  .  .what  i s  i t?  I ^JPA,  in  
. l930? 

Dur ing  Frank l  in  De lano RooseveJ  t ' s  admin is -

t ra t ion .

I  d idn ' t  know tha t .

Works  Pro jec t  Admins t ra t j ' on .  Th js  ex tends  about  90  mi les  southeas t  o f

here down to Esperanza, Texas.

Jus t  l i ke  th i s?

Jus t  l ' i ke  th i s ,  i n  th i s  fash ion  a l l

Bu t ,  th is  r igh t  here  is  no t  a  cana l

Tha t ' s  the  r io .

the way down.

JM:

OM:

JM:

The r fo .

E l  o t ro  lado de l  r fo  es  M6x ico .

Do you have a  lo t  o f  peop le  c ross ing

Paso,  the  eas t  s ide  o f  Judrez .  About

Wel l ,  th i s  j s  r igh t  i n  the  cen te r  o f

l , le l l ,  I  mean from downtown.

here? Th is  i s  the  eas t  s ide  o f  E l

how many mi les would you say?

the town.

0h, f rom downtown, maybe four mi les f rom downtown El  Paso. This is Ascarate

Park  coming up  on  our  le f t  r jgh t  here .

0M:  Is  th is  a  popu lar  spo t  fo r  smugg lers  and wetbacks?

JM:  Th is  who le  a rea  has  been used by  bo th  fo r  years  and years .  In  the  1930 's

i t  was  booze.  They  used to  smugg le  booze th rough here .  Now i t ' s  c iga-

ret tes,  mari ' juana, pamots,  any number of  th ings down here.  You go on

fur ther  down towards  the  ranches  and you '1 ' l  f ind  a  lo t  o f  ca t t le  be in '

b rought  across .

0M:  0h ,  rea l  1y?

JM:  Yeah.  S ince  I ' ve  been here  I ' ve  ga thered up  about  75  head o f  cows.

0M:  i s  tha t  r igh t?
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JM:  Yeah.  Two or  th ree  d i f fe ren t  opera t ions .

0M:  Tha t ' s  jn te res t ing .  We l l ,  th i s  i s  w jde  open  here .  You  wou ld  th ink  tha t

anybody could just  walk across f reely wi thout any interference.

JM:  You '  re  th i  nk i  ng  comect l  y .

0M:  But  I  imag ineyouhave sensors  here  tha t  a t  leas t  he lp  you ou t  somewhat .

J l4 :  We l l ,  I ' l l  t e l1  you ,  i t ' s  a  hard  th ing  down here ,0scar .  Because  o f  the

t ra f f i c  now wh ich  is  go ing  up  and down th js  road,  we f ind  i t  very  d i f f i -

cu l t  to  work  th is  w i th  sensors ,  because the  t ra f f i c  here  jn te r fe res  w i th

them. I t  used to be before the t raf f ic  came here,  I  ut i l  ized sensors

down here al l  the t ime. Every t ime I  worked down here I  d id.  Two of

those loads  I  go t  down here  I  used sensors  on .  But  s ' ince  then,  the  l igh ts ,

l i ke  I  say ,  have gone in  and the  t ra f f i c  go ing  back  and fo r th  has  no t

on ly  made i t  d i f f j cu l t  fo r  the  smugg le r ,  i t ' s  made j t  much  more  d i f f i cu l t

fo r  us  to  ge t  c lose .  See now,  you have t ra f f j c  over  here  r igh t  now.

Now th js  a rea  I 'm tak jng  you ' in to  i s  be tween Ascara te  Park  and what

we ca l l  Caro l jna  St ree t ,  on  the  Amer jcan s jde  down here .  There  are  severa l

c ross ings  in  be tween here- -George 0m,  Po lo  Inn ,  Barker  S t ree t - - jus t  any

number of  'em between here and up there,  numerous areas where the wets

cross and go through. Al  so f rom t jme to t ime these areas are used by the

smugg lers  go ' ing  th rough tha t  a re  tak ing  the  cont raband.  Now you can see

tha t  s ide  o f  the  r i ver  over  there ,  you  can see the  levee area  rea l  p la in .

And one o f  the  tac t j cs  I  used,  I  wou ld  se t  down on the  jns ide  o f  tha t

1evee ,  o r  I  wou ld  wa lk  ius t  on  under  l tneJ  1 ip  o f  tha t  l evee .  Because

on the  o ther  s ide  over  there ,  theycan ' t  see  you.  That ' s  one o f  the  hard-

es t  p laces  to  see,  i s  r igh t  there .  So I  wou ld  wa lk  tha t  un t i l  I  found

act iv ' i t y ,  then I  wou ld  se t  down I  wou ld  watch  tha t  ac t i v i t y  fo r  a  l i t t le

wh i le ,  to  ascer ta jn  whether  i t  was  wets  ge t t ing  ready  to  c ross  or  j f  i t
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was someone l i ke  myse l f  watch ing  over  there ,  to  do  the  same th ing .

Now we ' re  in  an  area  here  o f  Barker  S t ree t .  Th is  i s  the  area  I 'm

te l l j ng  you  abou t  be fo re .  I ' l l  i us t  pu l l  o f f  down here .  Now,  in  th i s

area  is  where  I ' ve  observed most  o f  the  th ings  tha t  I ' ve  seen.  Note ,

there's a road that comes in straight f rom the Mexican side to that  path

you see coming o f f  e i ther  s ide  r igh t  there .  I t ' s  a  d j rec t  access  f rom

the o ther  s ide ,  and ' i t ' s  k ind  o f  shadowed and k ind  o f  obscure  on  the  o ther

s ide .  Th is  i s  the  area  I  was  te l l ing  you about  where  I  saw / -smugg lers i

come down and park down here. One of them came down and parked down there

about  a  quar te r  mi le .  That ' s  eas t  and west ,  e i ther  way.  And then the

load car  d rove  to  the  mjdd le ,  r igh t  to  tha t  pa thway there  tha t ' s  d i rec t l y

in f ront  of  us,  and they unloaded several  bags out of  the car that  they

had and brought them down here.

Now,  on  the  average here ,  i t  runs  l i ke  I  say . . .oh ,  then the  loads

were  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  than 100 pounds a t  a  t jme.  And what  they  wou ld  do

when they  wou ld  b r ing  a  load. . .and I  saw more  loads  down here  than I  go t .

And  th is  i s  the  way  i t ' s  been  w i th  me,  s ince  I ' ve  been  here  i ' ve  observed

about  one and a  ha l f  t imes more  a t tempts  to  c ross  than the  ones  tha t  I ' ve

caught .  Because these guys  are  jus t  as  coyote  as  he l l .  They  come down

here ,  and  i f  someth ing 's  no t  r igh t ,  they  p jck  i t  up  and  go  home.  So  I ' ve

seen 'em come down,  b r ing  the  s tu f f  down and p lop  i t  r igh t  there  on  the

bank, and set on i t  and watch. One t ime I  observed them for over f ive

hours ,  wh i le  I  was  se t t in 'aga ins t  the  bank  beh ind  us  here  and  watch jn ' .

And they knew you were there?

No,  they  d idn ' t  know.

0h ,  they  d idn ' t .

No. But what they would do was, they would come down of f  of  that  bank, and
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then s ix  o r  seven o f  'em wou ld  d isperse ,  two or  th ree  go ing  e i thQr  s ide  o f

the  load as  i t  sa t  in  the  midd le .  And these guys  wou ld  fo rm u  p f r iphery

around  i t .  And  usua l l y  I ' ve  seen ,  on  th is  c ross ing  I ' ve  seen  M- l  ca rb ines '

shotguns ,  p is to ls ,  au tomat ic  weapons o f  d i f fe ren t  k inds  wh ich  I  cou ldn ' t

make  ou t  in  the  dark .  A l l  I  cou ld  see  was  b ig  banana  c l ips  hang ing  ou t

from beneath them.

They were  br ing ing  these weapons across  to  the  U.S.  s ide?

No, no. They were br inging them down to guard what they had.

0h ,  I  see .

See? So then I  wou ld  wa i t  on  th is  s ide  somet imes beh jnd  you to  the  r igh t ,

somet imes to the lef t  over there,  and simply wai t  unt i l  somebody from our

s ide  came down to  p ick  i t  up .  A t  tha t  t ime i t  seemed l i ke  tha t  they  wou ld

br ing  i t  here ,  bu t  they  wou ldn ' t  b r ing  i t  any  fu r ther  than our  bank  o f  the

r iver .  Somebody had to  be  there  to  ge t  i t .  Now,  th is  one load tha t  I 'm

gonna te11 you about ,  tha t ' s  what  happened tha t  n igh t .  And pr io r  to  the

load,  coming across ,  f ina l l y ,  we had ac t iv i t y .  We had four  o r  f i ve  g roups

of  ind iv idua ls  go ing  back  and fo r th  a t  d i f fe ren t  t imes.  And the  one pro-

minent  g roup was about  o f  f i ve  d i f fe ren t  ind iv idua ls .  And they  came down

here once and they disappeared into the brush. At that  t ime there was

much more  brush than there  is  here  now,  too ,  because ' i t  was  in  the  fa l l

of  the year.  And this stuf f  grows up to where you can wal k through i t

and  r ' t ' s  wa is t  h igh  down in  here .

Anyway, we had the traf f ic  going back and forth.  And then at  that

t ime,  I  was  a lso  us ing  sensors ,  and I  had sensor  ac t iv i t y  on  one o f  my

le f t  f lank  sensors .  So I  moved a  l i t t le  b i t  tha t  way  to  see what  was

go ing  on .  A t  the  same t ime we had ac t iv i t y  on  the  r igh t  f lank  sensor ,

too,  and my partner went that  way. And these people had moved down across
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the  y iver  on  bo th  s ' ides .  Wel l ,  the  one tha t  we were  to  be  concerned w i th

occumed on th js  s ide .  And I  went  back  and go t  h im,  and then we pu1 ' led

over and we set down and we waited and watched. Then af ter  a few m' inutes,

two ind iv ' idua ls  came up.  And a t  tha t  t jme the  l " igh ts  were l l ' t  in ,  and i t

was  b lack ,  i t  was  dark  down here .  And I  pursued one ind jv idua l  tha t  I

cou ld  see,  and he  had a  la rge  sack  over  one shou lder .  And I  / lhought  7 ,

"We l l ,  they ' re  p iecemea l jng  i t  ac ross . "  I  wen t  a f te r  h im '  I  t r j ed  to  ge t

someth ' ing ,  anyway.  Son I  cou ldn ' t  s tay  w i th  h im,  and he  jus t  f la t  ou t run

me and go t  over  and go t  to  where  he  was go ing .  In  the  darkness ,  I  f la t

los t  h im.  I  came back ,  my par tner  says ,  "Who were  you chas ing?"  And i t

turned out that  he was chasing somebody else other than what I  was chasing,

go ing  another  d i rec t ion .  And we ta lked  about  i t  fo r  a  few minutes .  We

thought  we 'd  b lown i t ,  we thought  i t  was  a l l  over ,  because we 'd  been s j t -

t ing  on  i t  a l ready  fo r  about  f i ve  hours .  The th ing  was,  we had shown our -

selves,  we had gone over the top of  the levee, and we thought surely

they 've  seen us ,  sure ly  th jngs  are  gone.  We had ta lked  in  loud vo ices

and every th ing .

So, wel l ,  anyway, we decided mutuai ly that  we'd better come back

down and jus t  g ive  i t  a  l i t t le  b i t  more ,  make sure  j t  was  o f f .  And so  we

sat  down here .  And about  th ree  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing  tha t  morn ing ,  we

aga in  had ac t iv i t y  on  our  le f t  f lank  sensor  over  here .  I  observed two

ind iv idua ls  coming up  ou t  o f  the  r i ver  car ry ' ing  grea t ,  b ig ,  huge bund les .

So ,  we  sa jd ,  "Tha t ' s  i t .  Tha t 'S  the  one ,  tha t ' s  wha t  We want . "  S ince  my

par tner  d idn ' t  have  h is  b jnocu la rs ,  I  i us t  to ld  h im,  "The  load  i s  mov ing ,

there j t  is . r '  I  got  up, I  ran towards where they were coming; I  ran down

' ins ide  o f  the  levee here .  They  came up and came k ind  o f  d iagona l ly  towards

me; they couldn' t  see me. So as they got here and got ready to go over
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the top  o f  the  levee,  I  jn te rcepted  them r igh t  there  a t  tha t  po in t ;

and as they went up over the top of  the levee, I  went up over wi th

them and my partner was r ight  behind me. And I  secured the last  man

in the I  ine,  knocked him down and put him on the ground on the other

s ide  o f  the  levee  here .

0M: You knocked him down?

J14:  Yeah.

0M:  How'd  you h i t  h im?

J l4 :  I t ' s  no t  too  bad,  jus t .  .  .

0M:  0h ,  you  jus t  pushed h jm?

JIil: Yeah .

0M: Did you h' i . t  h im with someth' ing?

JM:  We11,  I ' l l  te l l  you  0scar .  t r lha t  happened was,  as  I  came up over  the

top  o f  the  levee,  I  cou ld  see tha t  these guys  were  aga in  runn ing  in

ahead of  me. They had dropped their  load, however;  the load had been

lef t  and abandoned, but they were both running. I  knew from observing

what we had over here that these guys were armed that night.  We knew

that.  The one that I  was pursuing was going towards those houses and

go ing  in  towards  those houses .  I  shouted ,  "S top l "  I  sa id ,  " I 'm a

federal  of f icer.  Stopl"  The man proceeded to run, he kept running.

And I  knew that i f  I  was gonna go into those houses that the darkness

and the  b lackness  there . . .wh ich  was a  grea t  as  i t  was  ou t  here  a t

that  t ime, because the l ights weren' t  as many and as var jed as they

are  in  there  now.  And there 's  a  lo t  o f  famj l ies  and th ' ings  tha t  l j ve

over there.  And I  knew i f  I  chased him in and among those houses,

the chance of  actual ' ly  hav' ing a shoot ing match with me coming out

on the worstend would be enhanced, to say the least .

2?
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So what  I  d id  i s ,  I  jus t  bus ted  a  cap,  I  f f red  a  shot  in to  the  levee

ground r igh t  there ,  to ld  h im to  s top ;  I  meant  i t .  And when I  d id  tha t '

they  guy  jus t  tumbled  head over  hee ls .  I  thought  I 'd  h i t  h im w i th  some

k ind  o f  r i cochet .  But  I  hadn ' t .  The /nu1 le t ] -  had gone r igh t  jn to  the

ground. And the kjd was about 20 years old,  he was afraid I  was gonna

shoo t  h im.  So  what  he  d jd  i s  jus th i t  the  d i r t  and  cur led  up  ' i n  a  l ' i t t l e

ba l l .  Bu t  I  secured h is  amest .  And the  o ther  one ran  to  the  car  tha t

was parked on Barker Street r ight  here.  And as we came upon 'em and busted

th js ,  my par tner  was on  the  phone,  on  the  rad io ,  t ry ing  to  te l l  one  o f

our  back-up  un ' i t s  where  th is  guy  was go ing .  And be tween he  and I ,  be ing

breath less  and every th ing ,  we f jna l l y  go t  the  word  ou t .  And one o f  our

un i ts  coming down A lameda spot ted  th is  same. . . i t  was  a  Ranchero ,  coming

out of  one of  the s ide streets here onto Montana, and they proceeded to

intercept. This guy proceeded to run on them and try to get away and do

evas ive  ac t j ,on ,  and they  f jna l l y  wound up  ramming h im in  the  s ide  to  s top

h im,  and knocked h jm over  aga ins t  the  l i t t le  Hamburger  Hut  o r  whatever i t

i s  up  here  on  A lameda.

And when they  secured h is  a r res t ,  f ina l l y ,  we found the  f i rs t  bag

tha t  I 'd  seen h im car ry  across .  So we no t  on ly  go t  the  load coming across ,

bu t  the  p iecemeal  tha t  he 'd  b rought  across  ear l je r .  And we go t  bo th  o f

them,  p lus  the  car ,  and the  to ta l  load ,  f ina11y .  And i t  was  very  g ra t i f y -

ing af ter  fhe whole th ing was over,  because we'd spent so many long hours

a t  i t  and  t r ied  to  in te rcept  i t  and  thought  we 'd  b lown i t ,  went  back  in to

i t ,  and  f ina l " l y  secured  the  who le  th ing .  And ' i t  espec ' ia11y  fe l t  good ,

knowing what  we were  fac ing  on  th is  bank  r igh t  here  in  the  ear l ie r  hours .

How much stuf f  was there?
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JM: About 300 pounds.

I pnusEJ

0M: You si t  here and observe and wait?

JM:  Wel l ,  there 's  a  l i t t le  more  to  j t  than  tha t .  My p lann ing  procedures  inc lude

look ing  an  area  over ,  watch ing  and ta lk jng  to  peop le  tha t  l i ved  here ,

seeing what happens dur ing the day. I  even go so far to f ly  over 'emo

take aer ia l  photographs  o f  the  ac tua l  c ross ing ,  ge t  an  idea o f  how they ' re

gonna approach i t  on  the  o ther  s ide ,  see  whose access  rou tes  are  the  bes t ,

where I  can expect act iv i ty once I  start  com' ing in and working i t .  Then

an ex tens ive  ground. . . I  don ' t  know how to  exp la in  th is ,  bu t  to  become

fami l ia r  w i th  the  area  tha t  I 'm work ' ing ,  so  tha t  even a t  n igh t  I  know

exact ly where I  am. And that way I  know this area better than anyone

tha t ' s  jn  i t .  I  know every  po t  ho le ,  I  know every  l i t t le  pa thway,  I  know

where the dogs run up over the top of  the levee here at  n ight when they

come to play,  and where the k ids come up over down here to smoke thejr

dope.  I  know each par t  as  an  essent ia l  o f  the  who le ,  you  know.  I t  a l l

comes together in a k ind of  a map for me. And part  of  my procedure is

wr j t jng  up  game p1ans.  How am I  gonna work  th is?  I ' l l  show you some o f

those .  I  don ' t  have  any  w i th  me ton igh t ,  bu t  I ' l l  b r ing  a  coup ' le  and  le t

you look  a t  those i f  you ' re  jn te res ted  somet jme.

0l'1: Sure.

JM:  But ,  wr i t ing  up  every th ing  I  know about  the  area ,  wr i t ing  up  in fo rmat ion

tha t  I ' ve  rece jved  abou t  i t .  And  jus t  i n  genera l ,  p lann ing ,  we l l ,  i f

that  guy comes over here,  what am I  gonna do? I f  he goes over here,  how

am I  gonna do j t? I f  there's a car that  comes down here of f  th is levee

and dr ives down here to the bottom of the r jver r ight  here,  how am I  gonna

hand le  tha t ,  what  am I  gonna do  w i th  i t?  A l l  these,  Vou might  ca l l  ' em
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cont ingency  p lans ,  they ' re  fQrever  runn ing  th rough my mind when I 'm work ing

down here ,  o f  how I 'm gonf ra  hand le  each ind fv idua l  d i f fe ren t  s i tua t ion .

And i t ' s  the  same. . .wherevdr  I  work  ou t  here ,  i t ' s  been the  same.

I t  was pointed out to me not so long ago what happens to you when

you don ' t  do  th is .  I  had an  exper ience,  one o f  the  loads  I  los t  down eas t

o f  here ,  down towards  Fabens.  And I  observed four  o r  f i ve  ind iv idua ls

car ry ing  sacks  down there  one nr 'gh t  about  l0  o 'c lock ,  bu t  I  had gone down

jn to  tha t  a rea  by  myse l f  jn  o rder  jus t  to  observe  fo r  a  l j t t le  wh i le  and

get  an  idea i f  someth ing  was happen ing .  I  hadn ' t  rea l l y  in tended on

spend ing  a  lo t  o f  t ime and hours  tha t  n igh t  work ing .  And I  d id  no t  know

the  a rea .  t ^ le l l ,  r i gh t  a f te r  da rk ,  abou t  l0  o ' c lock ,  i n  a  p i t ches t ,  b lackes t

dark  n jgh t - -E1 Paso doesn ' t  ge t  tha t  b ' lack ,  by  the  way,  as  j t  does  down

there- - l  had ac t jv i t y  on  one o f  my sensors ,  and I  observed four  o r  f i ve

ind iv idua ls ,  I  can l r ,  be  sure  how many,  car ry ing  la rge  sacks  over  the  top

o f  the  levee ,  go ing  nor th .  I  ca l led  up  a  back-up  un i t  /and l  a t tempted

to pursue, but as they went over the top of  th is levee, there was a canal

r igh t  on  the  o ther  s jde .  And I  knew they 'd  c rossed tha t  cana l  somehow,  I

d idn ' t  want  to  make no ise ,  and s losh  th rough the  cana l  fo r  fear  o f  spook in '

everybody .  i  wan ted  to  ge t  c loser  to 'em,  I  knew I  was  beh ind 'em.  In

ef fect ,  what happened to me when I  got  over to the other s ide and went

down in  to  tha t  o ther  th ing  i s ,  I  go t  l os t .  I  cou ldn ' t  f i nd  the  c ross ing ,

I  went  back  and fo r th ,  up  and down,  t ry jng  to  f ind . . .usua l l y  the  foo t

boards  and  the  l i t t l e  th jngs  they  pu t  ac ross  to  wa lk  ac ross  on 'em,  and

I  cou ldn ' t  f j nd  them.  And  I  f j na l l y  had  to  use  my l i gh t ;  and  when I  d id

tha t ,  I  th jnk  tha t  b lew the  who le  th ' ing .  These guys  rea l ' l y  hooked i t  up

and go t  ou t  o f  there .  My neares t  back-up  was about  l5  minu tes  away,  l5

to  20  minu tes  away,  and i t  was  jus t  too  " long a  t ime in te rva l .
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And  when  I  go t  se t t i ng  down  la te r  on  and  f i gu r i ng ,  i t  was  a  fu l l  f i ve

minutes af ter  the t ime that  I  had seen them, the in i t ia l  contact ,  to  where

I  was  ab le  to  f i nd  my  way  ac ross  tha t  s i1 ' l y  l i t t l e  cana l  and  ge t  t h rough  i t .

And by that  t ime,  they had enough lead on me to get  r ight  out  o f  the area.

And they d id,  thgy d id so.  Sor  lou know, that  po inted out  to  me the neces-

s i t y  o f  coming  d (wn  and  o rgan iz r ' ng  wha t  you ' re  do ing .

0M:  We11 ,  i s  ' i t  s tandard  p rocedure  w j th  a l l  t he  Cus toms  o f f j ce rs  to  do  th i s ,

deve lop  cont ingency  p lans?

A lo t  o f  them don ' t .

I t ' s  rea l l y  up  to  you ,  huh?

I t ' s  up  to  you what  you do  w i th  what  you have.  We ' re  a l lowed cons iderab le

la t i tude here .  You can work  jn  a lmost  what  manner  you want  as  long as

i t ' s  to  do  w i th  border  in te rd ic t ion .  We don ' t  i nves t iga te ;  don ' t  ge t  me

wrong there ,  we ' re  no t  an  inves t iga t ing  agency .  But  we are  a lo t ted  jobs ,

and to  accompl ish  tha t  job ,  you ' re  no t  superv ised every  s tep  o f  the  way.

A  man. . .h i s  in i t i a t i ve  i s  no t  removed ,  in  o ther  words .  He  i s  ab le  to  come

down here ,  and i f  he  wants  to  bag loads  and come down hereandget  invo lved,

he  can  very  much  do  so .  I  can ' t  deny  tha t  some peop le  do  a  lo t  o f . . . j n

fac t ,  th is  j s  common w" i th  a lmost  every  agency  tha t  I ' ve  ever  worked w i th .

You do  have the  type  o f  ind iv idua l  tha t  l j kes  to  wear  a  badge,  and l j kes

to be seen. I f  you have that k ind of  guy,  then sometimes they don' t  get

invo lved.  They  remain  tha t  type  o f  ind iv idua l  and i t ' s  a  hard  th ing  to

break .  But  luck i l y  we don ' t  have too  many o f  those.  Most  o f  the  peop le

I ' ve  worked  w i th  fn  th i s  ou t f i t ,  I ' ve  been  in  the  s i tua t ions  w i th  them

l r ' ke  I ' ve  descr ibed to  youo and those guys  make sure  tha t  I  go  home to

Mama the next morning. So I  can' t  say too many things bad about 'em.
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I  don ' t  know how i t  w i l l  come out  on  tape,  bu t  i t  was  sure  funny  the  n igh t

i t  happened. I  was working with a man down here,  and i t  was when I

rea ' l l y  wasn ' t  too  fami l ia r  w i th  what  was go ing  on  down here ,  bu t  somewhat .

And he was gonna show me the ropes and show me how to work i t .  So he did.

We got one of  the Cherokees and we drove i t  r ight  down l jke we are now,

si t t ing r ight  down here in the bottom of the veqa. And then he took a

b lanket  ou t  and he  went  ou t  in  f ron t  and la id  i t  on  the  ground,  se t  down

on the  b lanket  ou t  in  f ron t .  He had what  you ca ' |1  a  n igh t  scope,  a  s ta r

scope.  so ,  he  was gonna s i t  on  tha t  b lanket  and watch  w i th  tha t  s ta r

scope.  I  th ink  he  had th ree  b lankets ,  to  te l l  you  the  t ru th ,  the  way i t

f ina l l y  worked ou t .  Bu t  as  I  was  s i t t ing  watch ing  th is ,  I  says ,  , ,Wel l ,

th js  i s  no  good, "  to  myse l f ,  you  know.  , 'Anybody tha t  sees  th is  j sn , t

gonna  c ross  w j th r 'n  l0  m i les  o f  us . "  So  there  was  a  t ree  r jgh t  beh ' ind  us .

Looked up  in to  i t ,  and  there  was a  c row 's  nes t  tha t ,s  been bu i l t  by  the

k ids  and the  wets  and whatever .  l J l  sa ia  7 ,  "Wel l ,  I ' l l  c l imb up  towards

that and see i f  I  can see further down the r iver,  maybe I  can see something

fur ther  down.  "  F ine .

So,  I  c rawled  up  in to  i t  and  i t  was  about  20  fee t  overhead.  I  se t

there  fo r  one hour ,  and then the  o ther  hour  passed.  I t  was  ge t t ing  1a te ,

i t  was  about  two or  th ree  in  the  morn ing  now.  And I  was  ge t t ing  s leepy .

So'  I  set  up on that th ing and started to doze of f .  Have you ever dozed

of f  and had your  ch in  h i t  you  ches t  be fore  you knew j t  d id  j t?  we l l ,  i t

happened to  me about  th ree  t imes,  and I  jus t  come ung lued.  Every  t ime

that did that ,  why my arms went just  around that post and everything,

ius t  l i ke  tha t .  You know,  jus t  g rab  a  ho ld  o f  tha t  th ' ing  and hang on ,

because ,  man,  I  a lmos t  fe l l  ou t ,  you  know.  I  fe l t  l i ke . . . I  rea l l y  wasn , t

fa11ing, but I  dozed of f  enough to where I  had to come back and grab
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every th ing .  I  imag ine  f rom the  bo t tom i t  looked pre t ty  comica l .  [ . le l l ,

a f te r  abou t  the  second  o r  th i rd  t ime  o f  tha t ,  I  sa id ,  "Nah ,  th i s  a in ' t

gonna ge t  i t . "  So  I  c l imbed back  down out  o f  the  t ree .  And as  I  came

down of f the t ree, my partner was laying on the blanket in f ront  of  the

Cherokee,  and he  had a  b lanket  pu l led  up  over  h im.

Here 's  some peop le  coming across  r igh t  now.  You see 'em?

0M:  Uh huh.

JM:  We jus t  b lew i t .  And  he 's  go t  a  sack .  0h ,  I  th ink  we  migh t  o '  i us t  b lown

i t .  I  a lways  do  th is  when I  go t  peop le  w i th  me.  D id  you see h im coming?
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Wel l ,  I  see  h im now.

There are three of  them there.

Three? I  see  one.

How come they didn' t  send somebody f i rst? The one was camying the bag.

We' re  gonna have to  move.  Now they ' re  a l1  go ing  down.  When I  was  te l l -

ing you about the story,  that 's exact ly what happened. People would see

you and then they 'd  duck  back  down the  o ther  s ide .

Yeah .

Le t  me move ou t  o f  the  way,  and i ' l l  f i n ish  tha t  l i t t le  s to ry .  And maybe

we can get on the other s ide here,  watch these people come in,  i f  you

wanna watch  'em come in .

0M: Yeah. They probably won' t  real ize that  you have seen 'em, and they think

tha t  you ' re  jus t  pu l l i ng  away .

JM: l le l l ,  I  hope so. [enUStT When I  got  down out of  the t ree, there was my

par tner  in  f ron t  o f  i t  and  he  had a  b lanket  pu l )ed  over  h js  rear  end.  He

pu l led  h is  knees  up  undernea thh in r . . i t ' s  l i ke  a  k jd  p lay ing  marb les ,  you

know--knees  up  underneath ,  e lbows on  the  ground.  And I  cou ld  see the

n igh t  scope s t i ck ing  ou t  f rom under  the  f ron t  o f  the  b lanket ,  go ' ing  tha t
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wdy,  s t ra igh t  ou t  jn  f ron t  o f  h im.  I t  l ooked  l  i ke  i t  was  on  a  p i l l ow.  I

th ink  he  had a  b lanket  ro l led  up  on  the  f ron t .  So  he  had ten ted  h imse l f ,

in  e f fec t - -go t  tha t  th ' ing  a1 l  se t  and go t  h imse l f  a l l  comfor tab le .  As  i

wa lked up  to  h im I  cou ld  hear  / *snor ing j .  And i t ' s  the  funn ies t  pos i t jon

I ' ve  ever  seen a  grown man s leep in  in  my l i fe .  (Laughter )  That ' s  the

s tory .  When I  went  and shook  h im,  I  says ,  "Loren ,  wake up . "  And he  come

st ra igh t  up  ou t  o f  the  ground,  "What  you mean,  wake up? I  wasn ' t  as leep.

What do you mean wake up?"

/-PAUSE 7

0n tha t  one r igh t  there ,  I  can ' t  work  the  way I  wou ld  l i ke  to .  I  jus t

can ' t  do  j t .  We ' l l  pu11  way  back  here  where  they  can ' t ,  see  us .  We ' re

fa r  enough back  to  where  they  can ' t  see  us .  I t ' s  gonna take  them a  few

minutes to cross over the top.

AUSE_/-

0M:  J im,  the  o ther  n igh t  as  we were  s i t t ing  there  in  the  jeep c lose  to  the

r jver ,  you  ment ioned tha t  on  a  p rev ious  ocass ion  you had had a  s imi la r

s i tuat ion happen to you, when you had someone jn the jeep and you encoun-

tered people who were try ing to cross.  Could you relate that  exper ience,

p1 ease?

JM:  Yeah,  I  w i l l .  That  n igh t  I  had a  spec ia l  agent  f rom the  Santa  Fe Ra i l road

wjth me. And he and I  had worked together for  several  months pr ior  to

that on d, i f ferent th ings down and around the area of  Santa Fe yards in El

Paso.  That  n igh t  we had been ta lk jng ,  and I  was  te l l ing  h im some o f  these

exper iences that I 'd had down on the r iver,  and he wanted to see some of

these  p laces .  He  says ,  "Man,  I  can ' t  be l jeve  tha t .  I ' d  l i ke  to  go  down

and see some o f  tha t .  0 r  a t  leas t  see  where  you ' re  hav ' ing  a l l  th is  go ing

on in  E l  Paso. "  And I  says ,  "Okay .  Le t ' s  go  on  down.  I ' l l  show you the

29
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one par t i cu la r  c ross ing  where  a  lo t  o f  i t ' s  been  happen ing . "

So we drove down to that  same crossing that you and I  were on. And

as we go t  down there  i t  was  ius t  a t  dusk .  The sun was jus t  go ' ing  down.

And we drove down there  and I 'm po in t ing  to  one s ide  or  the  o ther ,  showing

h im and ta lk inE about  d i f fe ren t  th ings  to  h im.  And I  d rove  down on the

bank, r ight  on the bank, almost where we were parked, and then I  commenced

to  te l l ing  h im the  s to ry .  I  says ,  "They  come over  the  top  on  tha t  s ide '

and they usual ly deploy around in a horseshoe fashion or in a per imeter

fash ion .  And then they  br ing  the  loads  down between 'em."  I  says ,  "And

then you look over underneath that  t ree r ight  over there where that woman

is  s i t t i ng . . . "  And  I  s topped ,  I  l ooked .  And  i t  tu rned  ou t  tha t  they  had

already come down and stacked i t  up,  an there was the load stacked up

r igh t  there ,  and the  woman was s i t t ing  on  top  o f  the  load.  And we go t

ou t  and I  cou ldn ' t  be l jeve  what  I  was  see ing .  We wa lked r igh t  in  the

mjdd le  o f  i t .  And he  wa lked down a  l j t t le  ways  to  my le f t ,  to  the  eas t ,

actual ly,  of  where we were standing wjth the Cherokee. And then he came

back  and he  says ,  "J im,  don ' t  move l "  And I  says ,  "What  do  you mean '  don ' t

move?"  He  says . . .we l l ,  I 'm  ge t t ing  ahead  o f  myse l f  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  I  be t te r

re la te  th is  o ther  th ing .

Whi le  the  woman was s i t t ing  there ,  I  ta lked  to  her  in  my l im i ted

broken Span ish ,  and I  asked her  what  was go ing  on .  She wou ldn ' t  say  any-

thing. And then there was some brush on the lef t -hand side of  the walk-

way down. Two men got out of  th is brush and walked over to me, and I

asked them what was going on. They told me that they were the pol j ,c ia and

they were down there look' ing for  bad guys. And I  asked them j f  I  could

ass js t  them and I  wanted  to  know i f  there  was any th ing  I  cou ld  do .  That ' s

what I  asked them. And one of  them was carry ing a pump shotgun, 1 2 gauge
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pump shotgun '  as  he  was s tand ing  there  ta lk ing  to  me.  And I  knew what

was go ing  on ,  there  wasn ' t  any  ques t ion  in  my mind what  was go ing  on .  And

I  knew tha t  I 'd  s tepped in  the  midd le  o f  a  b ig  b lunder .  I t  wasn ' t  very

good, what I  was doing at  the t ime. So we just  p layed i t  cool  and played

' i t  dumb, to say the least .

And then was the t ime that the special  agent moved to my lef t  about

20 ,  30  yards ,  and then he  wa lked back  and to ld  me,  he  says ,  "Don ' t  move l "

He says ,  "They 've  go t  men on bo th  s ides  o f  us  on  the  o ther  s ide .  So don ' t

make any  move towards  tha t  load  a t  a l l . "  And I  says ,  "F ine . "  And I  asked

the guy on the other s ide how many there were wjth them, and he says, "0h,

there 's  jus t  us  r igh t  here ,  you  can see. "  And a t  tha t  moment  he  and the

other  man p icked up  the  load,  th rew j t  over  the i r  shou lders ,  and wa: lked

back up over the top of  the levee. And the man that was talk ing to me--

he seemed to be the leader of the whole group--and when he got to the top

of  the  levee on  the  o ther  s ide  he  I  sa idJ ,  "V6ngase. "  And f i ve  o ther

men got  ou t  o f  the  brush on  e i ther  s jde  o f  us .

0M:  0n  the  U.S .  s ide?

JM:  0n  e j ther  s jde  o f  us ,  bu t  s t j l l  sou th  on  the  bank  o f  the  Mex jcan s ide .

But  ac tua ' l1y  as  we were  pos i t ioned they  were  onour r igh t  f lank  and our

le f t  f lank .  And when Mel  had came back  to  me,  he  says ,  "Don ' t  move, "

because he  had heard  the  bo l t  o f  a  r i f le  c los ing  on  the  o ther  s ide ,  he

heard  the  c l i ck .  You  know,  i t ' s  an  unmis takeab le  c l i ck  to  those  o f  us

tha t  have been famj l  ia r  w i th  tha t  jn  the  pas t .  And so  we jus t  he ld  our

ground and stooda"ndwatched, and made sure that that  was lvhat was going

on, watched through the binoculars.  Then when the man got on top of  the

levee and shouted  to  the  o ther  ones  down the  brush,  why ,  f j ve  o ther  jnd i -

v idua ls  came out  o f  the  brush.  And a l l  o f  them were  cary ' ing  long s idearms.

3l
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And by  a  long gun,  I  mean tha t  was  a  long gun- - i t  wasn ' t  a  p fs to l ,  i t  was

a r i f le .  And by  th is  t ime ' i t  was  dark  enough to  where  we cou ldn ' t  rea ' l l y

te l l  what type they were carry ing, but we did def in i te ly make out that

almost every one of  them were armed with some kind of  a I 'Jeapon.

So that was the expepience I  was gonna relate to you. That always

happens to  me when I 'm showing peop le  the  r j ver .  (Laughter )  Not  a lways '

bu t i t seems to  me l i ke  I ' l l  go  fo r  weeks  and weeks  and no t  have any th ing

happen,  and then

o r  some th ing  l i ke

pected  th ings  happen.  And tha t ' s  what  happened tha t  n igh t .

0 f  course ,  my v is i t  was  no t  as  exc ' i t ing  as  th is  o ther  one.

No,  we d idn ' t  g ive  yours  a  chance to  mature .  (Laughter )

Okay,  J im,  le t ' s  back  t rack  to  the  t ime when you f i rs t  s ta r ted  work ing

for the Customs Service.  Could you re ' late the c j rcumstances which led to

your seeking employment in the Customs Service?

b{el l ,  I  came to El  Paso in the Army, and I  spent a coup' le of  years out at

For t  B l i ss .  I  go t  ou t  and I  began to  a t tend the  Un ivers i ty  here ,  Vou

know,  w i th  the  idea o f  ge t t ing  a  degree and go ing  in to  teach ing .  And I

jus t  go t  bor "ed ,  to  te l l  you  the  t ru th .  I 'd  been on  a  miss ion  and I 'd  been

in  the  Army.  I t  seemed l j ke  a l l  o f  my l j fe  I 'd  jus t  been do ing  fo r  o ther

people,  and I  wanted to do something that I  wanted to do for a change.

I  guess  maybe tha t  was  k ind  o f  an  immature  a t t i tude  a t  the  t ime,  bu t  tha t ' s

ne i ther  here  nor  there .  But  I  saw on the  te lev is jon  one n igh t ,  I  saw an

adver t i sement ,  and they  were  ta lk ing  about  the  te r ro r is t  ac t j v i t ies  in

Europe and in  the  o ther  p ' laces ,  and some o f  the  Amer ican a j r l iners  were

being hi jacked and they had procured from the Army a bunch of  of f icers to

r ide  the  a i rc ra f t  and in  e f fec t  guard  the  a i rc ra f t  to  and f rom i ts  des t jna t ion .

take someone down on a educat ional  mot ' ivated background

ftnatJ.  Anyway, when I  don' t  want i t ,  the most unex-
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And they were hir ing people down here through the federal  government to

do tha t .  And tha t  looked pre t ty  in te res t ing .  I  was  mar r ied ,  bu t  we d idn ' t

have any  ch i ld ren  and we were  w i ' l l i ng  to  do  someth ing  unusua l .  So  I  went

down and I  took the federal  service entrance exam and appl  ied for  the job.

And two monthsn I  guess, later,  they not i f ied me that I  had been selected,

and that i  would report  to New York Ci ty as a duty stat ion.  And that 's

the way I  got  into the Customs Servicet  general ly.

0M: What did you do in the Army?

JM:  Wel l ,  I  was  dra f ted  in  the  beg inn ing .  I  was  comple t ing  my four th  year  a t

the  BYU,  th i rd  o r  four th  year .  ( I t ' s  been so  long ago now,  I  can ' t  remem-

ber.  )  But I  was beginning my senior work anyway, up there.  And my draf t

board was jn such a s j tuat jon up there that they to ld us that  whenever you

reach the  age o f  24  or  you had four  years  o f  co l lege,  they  d idn ' t  care

wh' ich one you completed f i rsto but then you would be consjdered automat i -

cal1y for  the draf t .  And my deferment ran out.  And as a resul t ,  they

to ld  men "Donr t  reg is te r  fo r  schoo l . "  And I  was  dra f ted  in to  the  Army.

In  the  Army,  I  went  to  For t  0 rd ,  Ca l i fo rn ja ,  fo r  bas ic  t ra in ing .  Then I

came here  to  E l  Paso fo r  advanced ind iv idua l  t ra jn ing  in  a i r  de fense ar t i l  -

1ery.  And when I  got  out,  I  was a t rack commander,  a E-5,  a sargeant,

over  here  a t  For t  B l i ss .  I  worked on  a  Chapar ra l  m iss j le  sys tem.  And

that was the extent of my Army career.

0M: 0kay. So then you're in the Custom Service and you go to New York.  That

was your  jn i t ia l  ass ignment?

JM: The fni t ia l  assignment was to go to New York.  I  went there and I  spent

about  two and a  ha l f  years ' in  New York .  A  year  and a  ha l f  o f  j t  was  w i th

the Customs Secur j ty Off icer phase, whfch is better known as the Sky

Marshals.  And I  f lew out of  New York C' i ty and f lew with Tl , lA and American

33



MARCHANT 34

OM:

JM:

Ai r l ines .  Those two a i r l ines  were  the  on ty  ones  I  f lew on.  I  worked

ground secur i ty on al l  of  them that are at  Kennedy Airport ,  but  that  was

a d i f fe ren t  phase o f  the  t ra in ing  and whatever .  And the  res t  o f  i t  was

jus t  f l i gh ts ,  t ransocean ic  f l igh ts  to  Europe and to  d ' i f fe ren t  c i t ies  in

the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  And I  f lew tha t  fo r  a lmost  a  year .

Were al l  the air  marshals that  they were using at  that  t ime employed by

the Customs Service?

At  th is  t ime,  they  were .  In i t ia l l y ,  they  were  k ind  o f  d ra f ted  f rom a l l

other sources the federal  government had-- the Army, special  agents f rom

Customs,  the  FBI ,  Secre t  Serv ice .  A  lo t  o f  'em were  taken in  to  do  th js

unt i l  the program could be establ ished whereby somethjng could be grounded

and founded permanent ly  to  do i t .  Andth is js  where  I  came jn .  I  was  h ' i red

spec ' i f i ca ' l1y  as  a  Customs Secur i ty  0 f f i cer  to  p rov ide  secur i ty  fo r  f l i gh ts ,

per iod .  And tha t  invo lved bo th  g round secur i ty  and undercover  ac t i v j t ' i es

jn  the  a j rc ra f t  on  board  in  f l igh t .  And tha t ' s  what  j t  amounted to .

You knew tha t  you  were  go ing  in to  tha t  in i t ia l l y?

Yes .

What  k jnd  o f  t ra jn ing  d id  you ge t?

Wel l ,  I  was  sent  to  Wash ing ton ,  D.C. ,  For t  Be lvore ,  and we spent  four  o r

f j ve  weeks  there  as  a  k ind  o f  a  bas ic  th ing .  They  gave us  Customs law,

ar res t  techn iques- -a  rea l  l c rash  course  in  Customs t ra in ing .  Now,  th is

was turned over to the Customs Servjce;  then i t  was the Customs Bureau,

because i t ' s  par t  o f  the  Treasury  Depar tment  and in te rna t jona l  re la t ions

are  hand led  th rough the  Customs Bureau,  then,  w i th  o ther  count r ies .  That

basical ly was the reason that Customs got the Sky Marshal  program. At

leas t  as  fa r  as  i  unders tand  i t ,  tha t ' s  the  reason .

Was your t ra in ing adequate for  what you were expected to do?

OM:

JM:

OM:

JM:
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JM: 0h, for  what we were expected to do there,  I  thfnk i t  was, y€s.

0M: Any unusual  exper iences whi le you were a Sky Marshal?

JM:  Wel l ,  a  lo t  o f  i t  was  unusua l  to  me.  The t rave l  par t  as  fa r  as  any th ing

on aircraf ts,  the worst  I  ever had to deal  wi th were drunks. And they

turned ou t  to  be  some peop ' le  tha t  you  wou ldn ' t  rea l l y . . .  (Laughs)

Human nature is human nature,  and some people who are rather wel l -known

turned out to be the typ' ica1 drunk that was jnterest jng,  at  the t ime that

I  was doing that.  But as on board aircraf t ,  I  never had any incidences

as of  at tempted hj jacking. 0n the ground there were a few here and there,

reports of  f i rearms and sjdearms and bombs. And some of us got involved

in di f ferent th ings on the ground. I  gained a basic knowledge of  narcot ics

detect ion.  Dur ing the pre-departures we used to seize qui te a bi t  of  i t .

I  can remember mysel f  and one other of f icer in the Pan American terminal

in  New York  C i ty  work jng  in  one o f  the  je t  ways .  The f l igh t  was  go ing  to

San Juan and they were going to have a rock concert  down there.  0h boy,

what a messl  Just  me and the other man /  were workingJ. Almost every

o ther  person ge t t ing  on  tha t  f l i gh t ,  Bnd there ' re  a round 400 o f  them--

even I  th ink there were more than that--when the thing was f in ished we

had about  30  ind iv idua ls  l ined  aga ins t  the  wa l l .  And we had bagg ies  and

bags and p i1 ls  and need les  and every th ing  e ' l se  jn  the  wor ld .  We had so

many people we couldn' t  remember which bag went to who. And as a resul t

we jus t  se ized a l l  the  narco t ics  and pu t  'em a l l  back  on  the  p lane.  There

wasn ' t  any th ing  we cou ld  do ,  rea11y .  And I  ca4  remember  a  lo t  o f  t jmes

go ing  up  the  je t  way  a f te r  we 'd  f in jsh  do ing  o t ] re  o f  the  pre-depar tu res ,

and jus t  ga ther ing  up  a l1  the  narco t ics  d ropped in  the  ha l l .  There  used

to  be  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  i t .  And  we 'd  f i nd  i t  i n  fhe  johns  and  a l l  k inds  o f

s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .

35
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OM:

JM:

There WaS a t ime or two when f i rearms were reported to us and we

wou ld  go  to  these peop le  and secure  them and th ings  l j ke  th is ,  too .  A t

t imes we'd have di f ferent agencies come down. I  can remember going on

one f l igh t  look ing  fo r  escapees f rom one o f  the  pena l  ins t j tu tes  up  in

Connect icu t .  You know,  th ings  l j ke  these happen f rom t ime to  t ime.  And

j t  was  in te res t ing .

Were you disappointed that you djd not encounter at tempted hi iackings?

No,  no t  rea11y .  I  had  no  des i re  to  rea l ] y  m ix  i t  up  w j th 'em,  because  I

knew. . .  F rom our  t ra jn ing ,  the  bas ic  t ra in ing  tha t  you  rece ived was tha t

when i t  was in the sky,  in the air ,  and when you were undercover,  there

was a lot  of  techniques taught to you. And one of  them was that j f  a

man at tempted to hi jack that  a j rcraf t ,  you were within your r ights and

withjn the laws of  the Uni ted States then to do whatever was necessary t0

secure the safety of  the passengers ' in that  a j rcraf t ,  and the crew. And

' i f  tha t  meant  i f  the  man wa lked by  you. . .we used to  have game p lans  and

s igna ls  se t  up  w i th  the  s tewardesses  and the  p ' i lo ts .  A l l  i t  took  was

one t ip -o f f  ges ture ,  one wa lk ,  one bump,  one ' , { rong s tumble .  And a  man

walk ing  by  you,  you wou ld  have to  shoot  h ' im in  the  back  o f  the  head.

That never did appeal  to me very much. I  knew that j f  i t  came r ight

down to  i t ,  I  wou ld  p robab ly  do  i t ;  bu t  i t  ius t  never  d id  appea l  to  me,

because I  guess  I  jus t  have too  b ig  a  consc ience to  dea l  w j th  someth ing

l i ke  tha t ,  even though tha t  man may be  a t tempt ' ing  to  k i11  a l l  the  res t

o f  the  passengers .

And we were  g iven pro f i les  o f  h i jackers .  Some o f  the  psycho log is ts

in  the  count ry  go t  together  and the  soc io log is ts  and the  psych ia t r i s ts ,

and they drew up what we cal led a prof i le of  a skyiacker.  And the worst

ones and the ones that you rea11y couldn' t  deal  w' i th any other way were
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the psychot ics,  were the ones that were taking the afrp ' lane to destroy

themse lves ,  and w ished to  go  ou t  in  a  ba l l  o f  f i re  and f lame and g lo ry - -

I  guess ,  I  don ' t  know.  But  those were  the  ones  I  used to  th ink  about ,

bu t  then I  d idn ' t  rea11y .  I  jus t  k ind  o f  took  every  day  as  i t  came and

t r ied  to  take  the  bes t  I  cou ld  ge t  ou t  o f  i t .  The f l igh ts  were  long and

bor ing, being able to stay awake for l4 hours became a necessi ty,  and

sometimes you would on' ly have a three or four hour lay over and then

you 'd  be  on  your  way back .  The t ime changes.  I t  was  grue l ing ,  no t  in  a

physical  manner,  but  in a genera' l  overal l  wear down of  the men that did

i t .  Our  schedu les  were  much heav ie r  than the  c rew 's  schedu les .  l ^Je  wou ld

f1y  tw ice  as  much,  l i te ra l l y  tw ice  as  much as  the  c rews wou ld  f1y- -wh ich

never  d id  seem to  make sense to  me,  bu t  tha t ' s  what  we d id .

0M: You would th ink that  you needed to remajn f resh in order to camy out

your  du ty  su f f i c ' ien t1y .

JM:  Wel l ,  I  th ink  par t  o f  the  prob lem was the  l jm i ted  resources ,  aga in .  And

th is  i s  what  I ' ve  been faced w i th  ever  s ince  I ' ve  been in  law enforcement

work- - l im i ted  resources ,  l im i ted  man power ,  espec ia l l y  ' i n  E1 Paso.  And

then i t  wasn ' t  any  d i f fe ren t .  You s t i l l  had  the  th ree  or  four  men tha t

were  supposed to  cover  respons ib j l i t i es  o f  e igh t  o r  n ine ,  and i t  ius t

has  no t  changed any .  And I  don ' t  be l ieve  i t ' s  d j f fe ren t  in  any  p lace  in

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  as  fa r  as  law enforcement  goes .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  about  i t .

0M:  Le t ' s  ta lk  about  your  exper iences  in  New York ,  when you s ta r ted  work ing

the Customs Service there.

JM: Wel l ,  l ike I  say,  I  worked wjth the sky marshal  program for about a year

and a hal f .  Then they started a new div isfon and they started phas' ing

out the Sky Marshals,  the Custom Secur j ty 0f f jcer.  That 's a dead dog now,

i t ' s  an  o ld  bone;  the  Custom Secur i ty  Of f i cer ,  the  Sky  Marsha l  no  longer
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ex is ts .  I t  was  phased ou t  o f  ex is tence a f te r  g round secur i ty  techn iques

were  per fec ted  we l l  enoughtosecure  tha t  a i rc ra f t  so  the  peop le  wou ld  no t

have to go on board armed, and in ef fect  cause more consternat ion on

board  tha t  a i rc ra f t  than there  wou ld  have been i f  j t ' d  been caught  on  the

ground. So, the plan was to secure that ai rcraf t  before j t  ever got of f

the ground, and therefore you wouldr l t  have to deal  w' i th the skyjacking.

And a f te r  a  wh j le ,  th js  was deve loped.  And then those o f  us  tha t  wanted

to remain wi th the federal  government appl ied for  d i f ferent iobs.  One

of  the  th ings  tha t  was  ins t i tu ted ,  one o f  the  reasons  fo r  i t  was  to  pu t

these ex-Sky Marshals to work,  and another onewas that Customs Service

wanted to  b ranch ou t  and rega in  some o f  the  ho lds  los t  becauseofPres ident

N ixon 's  po l i cy  on  drug  en forcement .  And a  lo t  o f  au thor i ty  and power  was

taken to the DEA out of  Customs. And Customs wanted to re-do somethjng

there.  So, they began what 's known today as the Customs Patrol  and the

Customs Pat ro l  D iv is ion  around the  count ry .  And th is  i s  where  the  ac t jon 's

a t  now in  Customs,  th is  i s  where  th ings  happen.  The Customs Agency  Ser -

v ice has kind of  atrophied into a invest jgatory th ing for cargo theft ,

and fo r  p i l fe rage.  And i t  seems,  rea l ' l y ,  f rom what  I ' ve  ta lked  w i th  d i f -

fe ren t  agents ,  ra ther ,  tha t  the i r  iobs  have rea l l y  been l im i ted .

But anyway, the Patrol  startedr df ld I  was, I  put  in for  i t  and I

was made a Customs Patrol  Off jcer jn Kennedy Airport .  And I  was put in

the  cargo  the f t  d iv is jon ,  pa t ro l ' l i ng  in  marked pa t ro l  cars  on  Kennedy

and around Kennedy for the purpose of  prevent ing pi l ferage and cargo

theft  f rom Customs custody. Now, cargos would come jnto Kennedy and we

would in ef fect  t ry to deter smuggl ing and theft .  And a lot  of  t imes

they  wou ld  come in  and they  wou ld  be ' i r i vo iced wrong.  And there  wou ld  be

tw ice  as  many as  the  invo ice  sa id ,  there fore ,  they 'd  on ly  pay  ha l f  the
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Customs duty.  This way you're protect ing the revenue of  the Uni ted States,

a lso ,  wh ich  js  the  pr imary  func t ion  o f  Cus toms,  per iod .

But the other part  of  i t ,  the enforcement part ,  the exper jences we

had--oh, we used to s i t  on the apron and watch, through powerfu ' l  b inoculars,

the unloading procedures,  watch the employees. I  can remember watching

'em as  they 'd  open the  car tons  and ge t  the  s jze  o f  sh i r t  and pants ,  the

shoes out they wanted, and put i t  in their  lunch box. I  can remember

p ick ' ing  up  guys  tha t  had 97  or  
. |20  pa i rs  o f  socks  in  the  t runk  o f  the  car

and  l i s t s  as  long  as  your  a rm in  l i t t l e  b lack  books ,  s ta t ing  wha t  John

wanted and what Joe wanted and what Mary wanted. And they would go about

on  the i r  job ,  and when these car tons  come th rough,  they 'd  wh ip  a  few out ,

one or two out of  a caseload--one or two here and one there,  two here.

And when you got the volume of  what was happening, i t  was iust  monsterous

on tha t  a i rpor t  a lone.  Now,  I  on ' l y  worked on  Kennedy,  I  d idn ' t  work  down

on the  water f ron t  where  a  lo t  o f  the  sh ips  came in .

But  th is  Pat ro l  has  deve loped in to  rea l l y  a  mu l t i face ted  organ iza t ion .

[ , ,1e have land branches and sea branches and air  branches and i t  just  l i ter-

a1ly covers the area between the ports of  entry in the Uni ted States and

every way possible that  people come in.  And Kennedy was just  one facet of

that .  That was the cargo theft .

I  a lso  worked in  a  p la in  c lo thes  d iv is ion  there  a f te r  a  wh i le ,  because

of  some d i f f i cu l t ies  I  had when I  was  in  the  cargo  the f t  d iv is ion .  And

tha t  was  in te res t ing ,  too ,  the  work  i t se l f .  We11,  when I  began,  I  began

work ing  w i th  the  cargo  the f t  d iv is jon ,  and i t  had been go ing  about  f i ve  o r

s ix  months .  And my par tner  and I ,  d  l i t t le  guy  named John Ryan,  l i t t le

o ld  I r i sh  boy  f rom New York ,  he  and I  f i t  toge ther  p re t ty  we l l .  He was

short  and pudgy and shot real  quick and fast .  He was a f i re eater.  And
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i  was k ind  o f  the  o ther  way around,  I 'd  be  the  n ice  guy .

We got j t  developed down to where we were developing a system of infor-

mants because we were catching people every day that were steal ing th ings.

In  the  beg inn ing ,  we were  fo l low ing  po l i c ies ;and what  we wou ld  do  is ,we 'd

ca tch  the  p i l fe re r ,  the  guy  tha t  was  s tea l ing  someth ing ,  and we 'd  take  h jm

jn  and jn  fac t  book  h im in  our  o f f j ce  there .  We a lso  had a  sys tem o f

summons books, where we would wr i te a surf fnons to that  indiv idual  f rom the

director of  Customs in that  area, that  he was to appear before an agent

o f  the  Un i tes  S ta tes ,  and tha t  agent  wou ld  take  h im in  and ques t ion  h im

on what happened. And j f  in fact  we got a big case, at  the t ime they

wou ld  take  h im r igh t  there  and ar ra ign  h im before  a  iudge and take  h im in .

But what they were t ry ing to do was to develop a system of informants where

the agents could work these cases and get to the sources of  what was hap-

pen ing  on  a  lo t  o f  the  b igger  s tu f f - - the  narco t ics  and the  o ther  s tu f f .

We11,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  every  day  we were  ca tch ing  somebody s tea l ing  some-

th ing .  And a f te r  a  wh i le  i t  dawned on us  tha t  we cou ld  do  the  same th ing

tha t  the  agent  cou ld  do  w i thout  a l l  the  hass le .  We cou ld  deve lop  the

source  and go  r igh t  to  the  head w i thout  hav ing  to  go  th rough a l l  th jspaper -

work  and bog th ings  down and ge t  invo lved w i th  an  agent  tha t  d idn ' t  know

what you were doing, or somet imes wouldn' t  care what your informant had.

You know,  th is  k ind  o f  th ing .  And to  me and John,  we dec ided we were

gonna see i f  we cou ldn ' t  go  the  o ther  way.  So we s ta r t  p ick in '  these

guys up and squeezin '  them. And we had a big lever there,  because i f  we'd

not i f ied their  boss that we had given them a surnmons and that they were

steal ing cargo or some kind of  mater ia l  f rom that company, th js man would

lose his job.  And those were good iobs out there,  they paid good money.

They paid a lot  bet ter  money than we were makin ' .  And when you start



MARCHANT 4l

ta lk ing  to  a  man l i ke  tha t ,  Vou s ta r t  mak ing  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  headway w i th

him. And one of  the other th ings that we had going for us was that about

once a week we were picking up one of  the supervisors down there that wouJd

have h is  t runk  loaded w i th  someth ing .  And when you ge t  tha t  k ind  o f

peop le ,  why ,  then i t ' s  even be t te r .

And one day John and I  were on the patrol  and we spotted a van, a

wh i te  van,  go ing  in to  one o f  the  park ing  areas .  And we knew f rom pas t

exper ience tha t  tha t  van  d idn ' t  be long there ,  tha t  tha t  van  d id  no t  go  in to

that personal  parking area. That was where they parked their  personal

cars,  and they were under orders not to dr ive company vehic les into that

park ing  lo t .  WeJ l ,  th is  guy  went  there ,  le t  one man out ;  the  man got  ou t

and he  had someth ing  under  h is  a rm,  and he  wa lked qu ' i ck1y  th rough the  ga te

and in to  the  park ing  1o t .  Wel1 ,  we were  r igh t  beh ind  h jm.  We went  in to

the  park ing  lo t ,  and 1o  and beho ld  the  guy  jus t  f la t  d isappeared,  ' cause

we were  r igh t  beh jnd  h im.  Andwhat  he  d jd  was,  he  ran  in  there  and he  saw

us coming and he dove underneath a car.  And that parking lot  was one of

these th ings  where  you have l i te ra l l y  thousands o f  cars .  I  mean,  i t ' s  a

huge  one .  i t ' s  j us t  an  a l l -day  park ing  lo t ,  and  i t ' s  huge ;  i t ' s  r i gh t ' i n

the center of  Kennedy Airport .

Wel ] ,  we knew tha t  we were  go ing  to  be  hunt ing  a  mouse in  a  hays tack

there,  a needle in a haystack,  so we turned around, we took af ter  the van.

We caught  the  van,  we caught  the  dr iver .  And i t  tu rned ou t  tha t  the  dr iver

in the van had stereo equr 'pment that  had been r ipped of f .  And we asked

h im where  h is  buddy  was and whatever ,  and he  wou ldn ' t  te l , l  us ,  and he  go t

a l l  upset .  So  we f igured ,  John and I  d jd ,  tha t  i f  the  man was work ing

there  he 'd  be  back  to  h js  locker  room and p ick  up  h is  gear ,  anyway,  i f  he

d idn ' t  th ink  we knew who he was.  So we handcuf fed  the  one man,  pu t  h im
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back  in  the  car ,  and drove over  and wa i ted ,  ius t  s imp ly  wa i ted  a t  the

Al l ied  company 's . . .  Th is  company was the  A l l jed  Company,  and i t  was  ac tu-

a1' ly a cargo moving company on Kennedy, one of  the many. And we waited for

h im in  h is  locker  room.  When he showed up,  we read h im h is  r igh ts ,  c lap-

ped him inhandcuffs,  and proceeded to take him out the door.  And the man

took me rr ight  out to his car and we retr ieved some camera equipment that

he had taken. That 's what he had under hjs arm when he ran into the park-

ing 1ot.  So we caught both of  those guys and i t  was a pret ty good case.

I t  was a grand theft  case in New York.

And as we pursued i t ,  what we had to do was have the manager of  the

Al l ied  Company come over  and press  charges  aga ins t  the  man fo r  s tea l ing

from his company. And since these shipments turned out not to be in bond,

they  v reren ' t  under  Customs ju r jsd ic t jon ,  they  were  mater ja ls  tha t  were

jncluded by the passengers themselves. In other words,  these guys were

r ipp ing  o f f  passengers 'persona l  be long ings ,  and there fore  we had to  have

the man from the company press charges against  h is own employees. But

when he  came over ,  i t  tu rned ou t  tha t  one o f  the  men was,  as  I  reca l l ,  h is

nex t -door  ne ighbor ,  wh ich  we d idn ' t  know a t  tha t  t ime.  And th is  man was

the  ch je f  o f  secur j ty  o f  the  A l l ied  peop le  there .  And a lso  he  had ius t

been re leased a  few months  ear l ie r  f rom be ing  the  ch ie f  o f  po l i ce  w j th

the  por t  au thor i ty  in  New York ,  wh ich  is  a  huge organ iza t ion ,  a lmost  com-

parab ' le  to  NYPD.  And th is  inc ident  caused cons iderab l  e  po ' l  ' i t i ca l  cons ter -

na t fon  among my ch je f  and h jm and a  number  o f  d j f fe rn t  peop les ,  ' cause a l l

of  a sudden i t  dawned on some people back there that they had two of f icers

there  they  cou ' ldn ' t  con t ro l .  That ' s  what  i t  bo iJed down to .

Anyway, the man came in and we let  h im read our reports and the whole

th ing ,  and then the  por t  au thor j ty  po l i ce  were  there .  These are  po l i ce
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of f i ce rs  tha t ,  l . j ke  the  NYPD in  the  c i t y  i t se l f  have  ju r i sd ic t ion ,  the

port  author i ty pol  ice have jur isdict fon at  the ports for  local  commerce.

And they  prov ide  a1 ' l  the  po1 ice  func t ions  on  the  a i rpor t  o f  a  loca l  po l i ce

force. And any charges that would have had to been levied would go through

the  por t  au thor i ty  po l i ce  and then to  one o f  the  New York  c i ty  cour ts .

l . le l l ,  the two of f icers came to pick these men up, and we had a chain

o f  cus tody  th ing  se t  up  w i th  them.  And they  sa ' id ,  "Ohr  1 lou  don ' t  have

your  paper  work  done ye t , "  wh ich  we d idn ' t .  l ^Je  hadn ' t  f in ished in te r rogat -

ing  the  pr isoners  and f in ish ing  our  work .  So they  says ,  "We ' l l  be  back  in

ha l f  an  hour  and p ick  them up.  We ' l l  ge t  a  cup o f  co f fee , "  o r  someth ' ing

l i ke  tha t .  Anyway,  i t  tu rned fourhours  la te r  they  never  re tu rned.  Now,

th is  i s  a f te r  midn igh t ,  and th is  th ing  happened about  seven th i r ty  o r

e igh t  o ' c lock  a t  n igh t .  And  when they  came back ,  why ,  they  to ld  us ,  we l l ,

not  much we can do. And we says, "What do you mean, not much we can do?

We've already arrested these men. l^ Ie 've in ef fect ,  started proceedings

aga ins t  them.  A l l  tha t ' s  necessary  i s  the  ch je f  o f  secur i ty  there  to

press  charges  aga ins t  them."  " l ^ le l1 ,  he  says  to  te l1  you tha t  he 's  gonna

be out of  town Sunday. He's not gonna be there to press charges before

h im.  Take them before  the  judge in  town. "  And in  e f fec t ,  what  th js  d id

js  fo rced us  to  re lease these peop le ,  because we cou ld  no t  ge t  one o f  the

local  people to press charges against  them, being that i t  was not a federal

v io la t ion  under  our  law.  And  th is  i s  one  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  th ings  tha t

happened.

Wel l ,  anyway, I  went to summer camp. When I  came back from summer

camp--that 's wi th the Army--my partner had been removed from the cargo

the f t  d iv is ion .  And I  can  remember  th ink ingn "Wel l  n  f rom what  happened

tha t  n igh t ,  I  can  imag ine  why. "  And then jus t  a  week la te r  I  was  removed.
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And i t  was  one o f  the  most  humi l ia t ing  th ings  I ' ve  ever  had happen to  me

as far as that  goes, 'cause t^te were put to watching doors in the Inter-

na t iona l  Ar r i va ls  bu j ld ing .  We were  to ld  tha t  th is  door ,  "Nobody is

supposed to come in,  so keep an eye on that door."  And I  stayed on that

door ,  I  guess ,  un t i l  they  thought  I 'd  learned my lesson,  fo r  about  two

weeks. And my partner stayed there longer than that.  (Chuckles) He was

there longer than that.

Anyway,  I  wound up  a f te r  tha t  be ing  pu t  in  a  p la in  c lo thes  d iv is ion .

I  worked the  passengers  coming o f f  the  f l igh ts .  And what  we 'd  do  is ,  we 'd

go in and mix wj th three of  four hundred people as they came off  these

huge in te rna t ' iona l  f l i gh ts ,  wa lk  a round the  room and sn i f f - - "He l1o  peop le , "

and,  "H.y ,  cou ld  you he lp  me?"  Pat  the  guy  on  the  back .  And you cou ld

deve lop  techn iques  o f  f ind ing  th ings  w i thout  the  guy  even know you pa t ted

h im down- -be ing  a  f r jend  and look jng  fo r  th ings .  You know,  a l l  the  tech-

niques. The next t ime you come through Customs at  some internat ional

port ,  you watch i f  somebody doesn' t  walk up to you and clap you on the

shou lder  and say ,  "Have a  good, f l igh t?  Every th ing  okay?"  S lap  you on  the

back  a  coup ' le  o f  t imes.  I f  you ' re  no t  care fu l  ,  tha t ' s  p robab ly  a  Custom's

Patrol  Off icer,  and he just  found out whether or not you had a body carry.

And we used to  do  th ings  l i ke  th is  and p lay  games w i th  them and a l l ,  what -

ever .

But the f i rst  two or"  three days I  was there,  I  was cal led into the

superv isor 's  o f f i ce  and he  sa t  me down.  And we had a  ta lk  fo r  about ,  oh ,

an  hour  and  a  ha l f ,  o r  two  hours .  And  in j t i a l l y  the  ta l k  began ,  "You ' re

new heren you don' t  know what goes on here,  we want you to understand.

l , r le want to know how you react and everything."  We11, what i t  boi led down

to,  they were t ry ing to feel  me out to see what k jnd of  react ions I  would
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have to di f ferent th ings. And they asked me, and my answers did not come

back  the  way,  apparent ly ,  they  shou ld 've  done.  As  th is  d iscuss ion  drew

to  an  end,  i t  was  qu i te  b i t te r  f rom both  s ides .  And I  was  to ld  tha t  i f  I

saw something on the airport  concerning one of  the emp' loyees of  the govern-

ment  there ,  o f  guys  tha t  I  was  work ing  w i th ,  in  fac t ,  and tha t  i f  I  tu rned

h im in ,  o r  d id  any th ing  abou t  i t ,  tha t  I  wou ld  be . . .my  w i fe  wou ld  be  w j th -

ou t  a  p rov ider  i s  ac tua l l y  the  words  they  sa id .  And I  b lew up and I  to ld

them that i f  they didn' t  want me to see anything, they better not show i t

to me. And we almost went to physical  b lows there in the room. The only

reason we d ' idn ' t  i s  because there  was one o f  the  o ther  CPO's  there  tha t

happened to  be  a  f r iendofmine.  But  he  was a lso  invo lved w i th  them.

But anyway, I  decided af ter  that  that  New York Ci ty was no place for

me to  be .  I t  m igh t  be  tha t  my coward ice  was showingn I  don ' t  know.  But

when the Mexican border opened up, I  just  welcomed i t  wj th open arms. I

says ,  " I f  I  don ' t  go  there  I 'm qu j t t ing  anyway because I  can ' t  pu t  up

with th is."  And there just  seemed in New York Cj ty,  there seemed to me

l ike there was no p' lace to go. After I  got  down back here to El  Paso,

internal  secur i ty came down here,  interviewed me about the same subject

we ' re  ta lk jng  about  now.  And my boss  in  New York  was fo rced to  res ' ign .

And there  was a  who le  bunch o f  th ings  tha t  went  on  tha t  I  wasn ' t  unaware

of.  But my partner and I  posed a threat at  that  t ime to them. They knew

if  they let  us go we would do or at  least  t ry to do what we were hired to

do.  However  we l l  we d id  i t  wou ld 've  been another  ques t jon ,  bu t  a t  leas t

we would 've been try ing.  Anyway, my former boss there was forced to

res ign .  H is  name was A.M.  Fernacy ,  good I ta l ian  name.  And anyway,  tha t

was general ly the v jew that I  got  f rom New York.
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Now,  I  learned a  lo t  fo fJ  th ings  there .  I  learned a  lo t  in  s imp ' le

narco t ' i cs  ident i f i ca t ion  and pro to types  and pro f j les  o f  wou id-be  smugg lers ,

and a  lo t  o f  th ings  tha t  I  had no  jdea about  be fore- -g ran ted  tha t .  Bu t  I

a lso  learned the  o ther  ha l f  o f  j t ,  too- - tha t  wherever  you go ,  whether  i t

be in New York Ci ty or in the Mexjcan border,  that  you always have to deal

w i th  a  cer ta in  amount  o f  th is  k ind  o f  s tu f f .  And my ou t look  has  been

di f ferent down here and I  have not had to put up wjth any of  th ' is  k ind

of  th ing  down here ,  as  fa r  as  fe l low employees  go .  I ' ve  ius t  done the

bes t  I  cou ld  and,  to  me,  I ' ve  accornp l i shed th ings .  I ' ve  had exper iences

tha t  have proved wor thwh i le  and g iven me a  cer ta in  amount  o f  sa t js fac t ion .

Working down here I 've had my prob' lems, granted that.  We have had

problems. We had one man go bad and try to sel l  what he thought was

e igh t  pounds o f  coke.  And we a l l  were  gung-ho green ies ,  to  te l l  you  the

t ru th .  'Cause when th is  f j rs t  s ta r ted  down here  nobody had rea l  t ra in ing

in border t raf f ic .  And we were brought f rom di f ferent locales wj thout

any formal t ra in ing. I  st i l l  have not had any formal patrol  t ra in ing, by

the  way.  Every th ing  I ' ve  done I ' ve  learned 0JT,  on  the  iob .  The Customs

does have a basic Customs Patrol  Academy for another f jve or s ' ix  weeks.

Plus they have a language training program down here now.

0M:  In  E l  Paso .

JM:  In  E l  Paso,  yeah.  And I ' ve  managed to  sc rape th rough the  language,  anyway.

0M:  Why haven ' t  they  g iven you t ra in ing?

JM:  We11,  bas fca l l y  because ,  see ,  I 'm  cons idered  an  o ld  t imer ,  now,  I  guess ,

because I ' ve  been ou t  on  the  r i ver  and done a  lo t  o f  th jngs  and produced.

And i t  seems tha t  l i ke ,  a t  leas t  jn  our  s ta t ion ,  the  guys  tha t  don ' t  p ro-

duce are  the  ones  tha t  a re  sent  to  ge t  re t ra ined,  I  guess .  That ' s  the

way i t  runs  down here .  I f  a  guy  is  p roduc ing ,  i f  he 's  ou t  there  work ingo
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i f  he 's  do ing  what  he  can do ,  and br ing ing  in  se izures ,  narco t ics ,  and

otherw ise ,  why ,  he 's  le f t  to  do  i t .  And i f  he 's  no t ,  he  w inds  up  back  in

Wash ing ton  aga in  fo r  more  t ra in ing .  And tha t ' s  the  way the  genera ' l  ba l l

has  been bounc ing .  Now,  when I  f in ish  the  Un ivers i ty  t ra in ing  here ,  tha t ' s

another  th ing  too ,  tha t  has  in te r fe red  w i th  th is  k ind  o f  th ing ,  because

you '11  be  gone fo r  s ix  weeks  or  so .  And I ' ve  been t ry ing  to  ge t  my degree

here  fo r  the  pas t  year ,  l i t t le  over  a  year  now,  There fore ,  I  haven ' t

been ab le  to  be  cyc led  in to  th is  par t  o f  i t .  lde 've  a lso  rece ived t ra in -

ing  in  con junc t ion  w i th  the  Navy  SEAL Teams in  San D iego,  Ca l ' i fo rn ia .

I ' ve  been th rough tha t  t ra in ing- - tha t ' s  th ree  weeks  1ong,  th ree  or  four

weeks  long- -and  tha t ' s  exce l len t  t ra in ing ,  tha t ' s  t ra in ing  tha t ' s  needed .

I  use  t ra in ing  tha t  I  rece ived there  rea l l y  e f fec t i ve ly  on  the  r i ver  here .

And  I ' ve  made se izu res  us ing  i t .

0M:  What  k ind  o f  t ra in ing  are  you ta l  k ing  about?

JM:  l ^ le l l o  th i s  r ' s  t ra in ing  in . . .ac tua l1y  i t ' s  advanced  bas ic  foo t  so ld ie r

t ra in ing .  We rece ived t ra in ing  jn  the  use  o f  sensors ,  the  use  o f  a i r -

c ra f t  in  con junc t ion  w i th  what  you ' re  do ' ing ,  t ra ' in ing  ou t  o f  he l i cop ters .

By this I  mean the use of  deployment of  t roops from hel icopters.  The

use o f  n igh t  dev ices ;  gogg les ;  the  use  o f  f la res ;  the  use  o f  compass

courses ,  even,  to  f ind  where  you ' re  a t  and go  to  a  cer ta in  po in t  a t  n igh t

w i thou t  the  use  o f  1 igh t .  The  t ra in ing  in  the  d isc jp ' l i nes ,  I  ca l l  them- -

n igh t  d isc ip l ines ,  l i gh t  d i sc ip t ine ,  sound  d isc ip l ine ,  movement  d isc ip l ine - -

a l l  o f  these th ings  tha t  come in to  the  aspec t  o f  the  rea lm o f  what  we ' re

working with on the r iver.  That SEAL Team training was probably the most

e f fec t i ve  t ra in ing  tha t  I ' ve  had s ince  I ' ve  been here .  We 've  a lso  had in

Et Paso from t ime to t ime what they cal l  Customs Patrol  seminars,  which

you go  th rough brush ups  w i th  Customs law and w i th  a r res t  techn iques ,
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se l f -de fense  techn iques  and  th ings  l i ke  th i s .  We a lso  rece ive  t ra in ing  in

f i rearms.  I ' ve  rece ived ex tens ive  t ra in ing  in  f i rearms s ince  I ' ve  been

here ,  every th ing  f rom a  45  ca l iber  g reaser  to  a  M- . |6  r j f le ,  a l l  k ' inds  o f

p is to ls .  I t ' s  i us t  l o ts  o f  f i rea rms t ra in ing .

0M:  That  t ra in ing  tha t  you  go t  in  San D iegoyou ca l l  i t  SEAL t ra ' in ing .  Why
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is  i t  ca l led  tha t?

We11,  the  SEAL Team jn  the  Navy 's  sea ,  a i r ,  l and  mob i le  s t r i ke  fo rce .

I  see ,  okay .

And that 's what they have developed out of  Vietnam and some of these

other . . .  They  were  the  or jg ina l  f rogmen you read about  in  t , Jor ld  War  I I ,

you  know,  the  f i rs t  ones  up  on  the  beaches and every th ing ' l i ke  tha t .  Wel l ,

tha t ' s  the  k jnd  o f  t ra in ing  tha t  they  had,  and then they  are  impar t ing

part  of  that  to us.

We were  ta lk jng  about  the  prob ' lems in  New York  w i th  the  in -house cor rup-

t ion .  Down here  on  theU.S-Mex ico  border ,  there  have been s i r l i Ia r  p rob lems.

A coup le  o f  years  ago there  was a  b ig  inves t iga t ' ion  o f  some o f  the  s i tua-

t ions  tha t  had deve loped w i th  in -house cor rup t ion .  You have some know-

ledge about  tha t .  Cou ld  you ta lk  about  tha t ,  J im?

Yeah. The one thing that happened here concerned an of f icer named George

Howel l ,  and he  caused cons iderab le  cons terna t ion  fo r  a  lo t  o f  us- -me

inc luded.  I f  i t  wasn ' t  fo r  h im I  wou ldn ' t  have rece ived a  repr imand and

had a  week o f f .  L ike  I  say ,  he  was the  one I  was  ta lk ing  about  ear l ie r

that  t r ied to r ip of f  some would-be coke. And he was set up, is what he

was. They gave him some turkey and he was set up by our own internal

secur i ty  agents .  And when he  go t  ou t  he  s ta r ted  mak ing . . .we ' l l ,  to  t ry  to

defend h imse l f ,  he  made a l l  k inds  o f  w i ld  accusat ions ,  and some o f  them

were based on rules that  had been not c i rcumvented, but bent.
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And l i ke  I  was  te l ' l i ng  you be fore ,  some o f  the  th ings  tha t  we were

told when we f inst  came to El  Paso was: number one, we need seizures.

l ' lumber two, i f  you don' t  make seizures,  the Patrol  wi l l  be removed. You

are I  i teral ' ly  f ight ing for  the existence of  the Patrol  on the border.

One o f  our  superv isors ,  the  man in  charge a t  tha t  t ime- -and you can f ind

out  who he  was,  Ivan  Chappy- - to ld  us  he  d idn ' t  care  how we made se izures

as  long as  we made 'em.  And tha t  was  a  p re t ty  b road s ta tement  to  nnke.

Now I  d idn ' t  work  w i th  George,  I  never  d id  work  w i th  George wh i le  he

was here .  I  knew h im very  we l l ,  I  ta lked  w i th  th im on severa l  ocass ions ,

he  he lped me do a  rad io  p rogram one t ime.  Thank heaven i t  wasn ' t  a i red ,

a t  leas t  h is  par t .  Bu t  there  were  a  number  o f  th ings  l i ke  th js .  Anyway,

when George bi t  the dust out here,  the rest  of  us were t ry ing in the worst

way to do the job that was assigned to us.  Now, the men that I  know here,

w i th  the  except ion  o f  George Howel l - -and even o ld  Mike  Ke11y,  and he  was

convicted down here-- these men were not doing anything to t ry to enhance

the' i r  own personal  stature or enr ich themselves or to gain something for

nothing. They were doing what they thought was directed by our of f ice

down here,  to accompl ish and to make seizures and to bui ld stats down here

so tha t  we cou ld  have someth ing  to  compare ,  spec i f i ca l ' l y  a t  tha t  t ime,

aga ins t  the  Border  Pat ro l  s ta ts .  And tha t ' s  what  we were  do ' ing .

Now, wj th my persona' l  account,  I  have a good fr iend here as a pi1ot,

and one o f  h is  du t ' ies  w i th  the  pa t ro l  d iv is ion  in  the  a i r ,  he  wou ld  pa t ro ' l

and  wou ld  be  a  suppor t  to  the  ground un i ts .  And he  was supposed to  spot

someth ing ,  then he 'd  ca l l  you  in  to  make the  bus t .  And tha t ' s  what  i t

would amount to on that.  But Al  would f1y east and west of  town, and

f rom t ime to  t ime he 'd  come upon a i rc ra f t  o r  he  wou ld  ta lk  to  the  smal l

a i rport  owners around the country here and gain informat ion and intel l igence
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on a i r  smugg l ing  opera t ions .  And one way or  another  he  found ou t  tha t

there were several  l i t t le dry lake beds west of  town that the smugglers

were  usr 'ng  to  load. . . the  p lanes  wou ld  f1y  down,  load,  and come back .  And

he found ou t  where  these were .  So f rom t ime to  t ime he  wou ld ,  h imse l f ,

f1y down there and check them and see i f  there was any act iv i ty.  Now,

f.rom time to time he found activity down ftnere f, he found the garbage

stacked up. And instead of  Ieaving i t  there for  somebody to pick up--

because we had no way of  monitor ing i t  down there to when they wou' ld pick

i t  up - -we l l ,  the  guy  wou ld  f1y  down and  land .  And  he  wou ld  p ick  i t  up

and br ing  i t  back ,  and we 'd  burn  i t .  We 'd  b r ing  i t  back  here  and tu rn

i t  in  as  a  se izure ,  and f rom our  se izure  compound down here  i t ' d  be  taken

to ASARC0 and burned.

Wel l ,  my  es t imat ion  o f  A l  Wins lo f f ,  who  i s  the  p i1o t ,  I  j us t  cou ldn , t

say enough good about that  man. Courage, dependabi l  i ty .  I f  he had been

caught  on  the  ground down there ,  they  wou ld  have jus t  k i l led  h im.  We 'd

never have known what happened to hjm. This is the k ind of  chance he was

tak ing  to  do  tha t .

0M:  He wou ld  go  by  h imse l f?

JM:  Yes ,  a  lo t  o f  t fmes he  d id  do  tha t .  He a lways  f lew down there  by  h imse l f .

The one tha t  I  was  invo lved w i th ,  w i th  h im,  he  went  down there ,  he  found

a sack  s t i l l  on  the  runway,  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  i t  in  the  a i rp lane.  That

was lef t  oven from the load. So he f lew down and picked ' i t  up and brought

i t  back .

0M:  Where  is  th is  spot  where  he  landed?

JM:  The p layg  is  wes t  o f  town maybe 30  mi les ;  and I  don ' t  know how many k i lo -

meters  i t ' s  in to  M6x ico  exac t ly .

0M: About how many roughly?
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JM:  For ty  o r  50 ,  I  don ' t  know fo r  sure .  I ' ve  never  been down to  j t .  Bu t

I  know f rom look ing  a t  maps and th jngs  l j ke  tha t  i t ' s  down south  tha t  way ,

ad is tance.  Anyway,  he  found tha t  one bag and brought  i t  back  ou t 'and

he ca l led  me f rom the  Sun land A i rpor t .  And I  met  w i th  h im,  he  says ,

"Th is  i s  wha t  I  found ,  werve  go t  to  tu rn  i t  i n ,  ge t  r i d  o f  i t . "  So '  he

went  jn  and,  we l l ,  what  he  asked me fo r  i s  because he . . . te l1  you the  t ru th ,

I  don' t  real ly know why he asked me to corroborate what he did,  except

that he wanted to make the report ,  you know, feasible.  But he made a

repor t ,  he  pu t  i t  in  to  the  o f f i ce ,  and he  asked me to  s ign  i t  w i th  h im

and pu t  i t  i n .  We11,  I  s ' i gned  j t  w i th  h im.  And  the  th ing  was  ius t  ve ry

vague.  I t  jus t  s ta ted  tha t  he 'd  found the  th ing  ou t  there  and he  ca l led

me in to ass' ist  h jm and we djscovered j t  was mari juana and then we turned

i t  i n .  He  wasn ' t  spec i f i c  abou t  the  p lace  a t  a l l .  And  tha t ' s  wha ' t  go t

us  in to  t roub le .

D jd  i t  leave the  impress ion  tha t  the  p lace  was on  the  U.S.  s ide?

Yes,  de f in i te ly .  That ' s  the  way the  th ing  was wr i t ten  up .  And a f te r

George go t  bus ted  and every th ing ,  he . . .

t,. lhy did he get busted?

l , le l l ,  George Howel l  d jd ,  because he  was mak ing  some k jnd  o f  dea l .  And

I  don ' t  unders tand  a l l  the  ins  and  ou ts  o f  th i s  e i the r ,  because  I  wasn ' t ,

l ' i ke  I  say ,  concerned w i th  h ' i s  p rosecut ion  or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  What

i t  bo i led  down to  i s ,  George had what  he  thought  was narco t ics ,  and he

was gonna se11 i t  ins tead o f  tu rn  i t  in .  That ' s  what  i t  bo j led  down to

there .  And when he  go t  bus ted ,  why ,  he  s ta r ted  mak ing  a l l  k inds  o f  accu-

sa t ions  aga ins t  everyone.  Now,  there  was severa l  o f  us  tha t  were  d isc i -

p l ined  down here ,  no t  fo r  b reak ing  the  1aw.  We d jdn ' t  b reak  any  law tha t

I  know o f .  Bu t  we d id  c j rcumvent  and bend. . .no t  rea l l y  c i rcumvent  e i ther ,
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j u s t  ben t  i t ,  a round  i t .  'Cause  c i r cumven t ,  as  f a r  as  I 'm  conce rned ,

means  tha tyou  know the  l aw 's  the re  and  you  go  a round  i t .  We11 ,  we  d idn ' t

rea l ly  know the law was there,  where the po ' l icy  was there.  We thought  we

were doing what  was expected /n f  usJ.  And I  knew at  that  t ime,  person-

a11y ,  t ha t  i t  wasn ' t  co r rec t ,  and  t ha t  i t  wasn ' t  r i gh t .  Bu t  he  b rough t

me  a  p rob lem and  I  d idn ' t  know wha t  e l se  to  do  w i th  i t  excep t  he lp  h im

ge t  r i d  o f  i t .

0M:  You  mean  th i s  i nc jden t  o f  p i ck ing  up  the  mar i i uana  i n  Mex ico  and  then

nepor t i ng  i t ?

JM:  Yeah ,  r i gh t .  I  knew tha t  t he repo r t  wasn ' t  co r rec t ,  i n  o the r  words .  I

knew that that  was in fact  fa lse.  But yet  we had 25 pounds of  mari iuana

r igh t  there  and we had to  do  someth ing  w i th  i t .  So  I  was  w i l l i ng  to  he ' lp

h ' im ge t  r jd  o f  j t  and  ab le  to  ge t  the  prob lem out  o f  the  way.  I t  never

occur red  to  me tha t  i t  wou ld  ever  cause any  k ind  o f  p rob lem,  because you

d idn ' t  concern  peop le  w i th  i t ,  the re  was  no  a r res t  made ' in  con junc t ion

wi th  j t ;  i t  was  made as  an  unknown se izure .  And w i th  those,  a l l  we 'd

usua l l y  do  i s  tu rn 'em in ,  they  burn 'em.  And  tha t ' s ' i t .

Where was the probl em?

The prob lem was tha t  th is  f l igh t  go ing  jn to  Mex ico  was no t  au thor ized  by

one o f  the  federa l  agenc ies .  Now,  f l igh ts  a re  made a l l  the  t ime ' in to

Mex ico  by  the  government .  DEA has  l ia ison  w i th  them.  And the  th ing  tha t

was rea l l y  comica l  about  i t  was ,  wh i le  we were  wa j t ing  fo r  our  suspens ions

to  in  fac t  come down tous . . .we knew they  were ,  and or ig ina l l y  they  wanted

to give me three weeks of f .  I  appealed i t  and got a week of f .  And Al

d id  the  same.  They  wanted  to  f i re  h im,  bu t  he  appea led  i t  and they  gave

h im 30 days  o f f .

l^l ithout pay?
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MARCHANT

JM: Wi thout  pay.  And what  was comical  about  i t  is ,  here we are,  we know that

we ' re  gonna  be  suspended  o r ,  i n  f ac t ,  f i r ed ;  and  ye t ,  t hey  had  A l  f l y i ng

in to  l 4ex i co  f rom La redo  i n  con junc t i on  w i th  o the r  t h ings .  I  t a l ked  to

h im on  the  phone .  I  sa id ,  "Wha t  a re  you  do ing?"  He  says ,  "You ' re  no t

gonna  be l  i eve  t h i s .  "  He  says ,  "  I 'm  f l y i ng  i n to  Mex i co .  "

0M:  Wh i le  he  was  wa i t i ng  to  be  suspended?

JM:  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .

0M: And he knew that  he was going to  be suspended?

JM:  Yeah .

0M: And the agency knew i t?

J l4 :  Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  I sn ' t  i t  son re th ing ,  t he  way  the  gove rnmen t  works?
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