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Mr. Frarrk Gal vdn
by Richard Estrada

August  1  2 ,  1975

Mr .  Ga lvdn,  where  were  you born ,  s i r?

I  was  born  in  Santa  Bdrbara ,  Ch ihuahua,  Mex ico .

When?

February  the  l l th ,  
. l908 .

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  paren ts?

In  Mex ico ,  when I  f i r s t  became knowledgeab le  o f  the  ex is tence o f  Frank

J .  Ga lvdn,  J r . ,  my fa ther  was a  tax  co l lec to r  under  the  federa l  reg ime

of  the  D iaz  reg ime.  And a . t  the  downfa l l  dur ing  the  Revo lu t jon  o f  Mex jco ,

my father f led Santa B6rbara and went as far  as Canada, and remained

there  un t i l  he  was ab le  to  re tu rn  to  Mex ico .  And incogn i to  he  re tu rned

back to the l i t t le town of  Santa Bdrbara and moved us by horse and wagon

f rom Santa  Bf rbara  to  Ch jhuahua.  And f rom Ch ihuahua a f te r  a  very ' in te res t -

ing and adventurous exper ience on the road from Santa Bdrbara to Chihua-

hua,  we f jna l l y  took  the  las t  t ra jn  f rom Ch ihuahua to  Ju6rez .  I t  was  a

mi l i t a ry  t ra jn  w i th  th ree  cars ,  th ree  pu l lman cars  a t  the  end .  And  i t

took us 15 days to reach Ju6rez.  0n the way to Ju6rez,  most of  the fed-

eral  t roops deserted the mj ' l i tary convoy and f jnal ly when we got to

Judrez  there  was on ly  the  eng ine  and the  th ree  passenger  cars  tha t  f ina l -

l y  a r r i ved .  Most  o f  the  f re igh t  cars  and the  mi1  i ta ry  cont ingenc ies

deserted and the freight cars were thrown from the raj l road tracks.  0f

course  the  t ra ' in  became smal le r  and smal le r  as  the  federa l  t roops  deser t -

ed. And when we got to Judrez there was only the locomotive atrd the

three  cars  fu l l  o f  c iv i l ians .  And we dashed f rom the  Ju6rez  ra i l road

stat ion to the Immigrat ion Department.

Do you reca l l  approx imate ly  what  year  th js  was,  s i r?

Th is  was  in  
. |9 . l3 ,  

somet ime ' in  0c tober .
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Do you happen to  reca l l  thesecondbat t le  o f  Cd.  Judrez  in  November  o f

l913? Do you reca l l  any th ing  re la ted  to  tha t?

No, sr ' r .  l^ le were a ' l ready here,  because we got here I  th jnk in 0ctober of

19 . |3 .

Could you tel l  me something about your mother and her background?

l , ly  mother 's maiden name was Mata,  and they were plantat ion owners,  my

grandfather and my grandmother.  And my grandfather died, and short ly

thereafter my grandmother passed away and lef t  the chi ldren in the care

o f  a  guard ian .  They  ca l l  i t  in  Mex ico  a  tu to r .  And th is  tu to r  was  a

fel low by the name of Chdvez who rajsed mother and her s isters and brothers

unt i ' l  they became of age. And they had a terr i f ic  amount of  land and

hac jenda proper t ies .  They  used to  be  ca l led  the  Hac ienda Mata  in  the

state of  Chihuahua, the southr,vestern part .  They had El  Torredn de Mata,

a  b ig  p lan ta t ion ;  La  C i6nega de  Mata ;  and I  be l ieve  two or  th ree  o ther

smal l  hacr 'endas .  And o f  the  unusua lness  o f  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween the

orphans o f  the  Mata  fami ly  and the  Chavez 's ,  the  Chdvez  branches, tha t

fami ly grew up whereLry one became the governor of  the state of  Chjhuahua.

I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  h is  f i rs t  name.

Very interest ing.  Do you come from a large or.  smal l  fami ly?

| , r le l l ,  mother  and daddy had n ine  ch i ld ren .

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  s ib l ings? h lha t  do  they  do?

Wel l ,  my bro ther  Rober t ,  the  youngest  b ro ther ,  he 's  a  judge o f  the

County  Cour t  a i  Law # l  in  E l  Paso.  Ju l ia  May is  a  teacher  w i th  the  E l

Paso Independent  Schoo l  D is t r i c t .  And s is te r  He len  is  a  w idow in  Los

Ange ' l es .  And  Joseph ine  i s  l  i v i ng  he re  i n  E l  Paso .  She ' s  mamied  t o

Frenchman by the name of De

E l  Paso .

E :

G:

E :

G:

a

i n,  and they 
' l ive 

at  50. l  E.  Nevada
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Did you at tend elementary school  jn El  Paso?

I  a t tended A lamo Schoo l ,  San Jac in to ,  Ba i ley ,  and E l  Paso Hfgh.

Could you give me a background of  these format jve years of  yours,  what

i t  was  l i ke  g rowing  up  in  E l  Paso?

Wel l ,  I  was  theguest  speaker  a t  the  t^Jh i te  House under  the  Lyndon B.  Johnson

Admin is t ra t ion ,  and I  gave a  speecn or  ta lk  p rec ise ly  o f  my exper iences  in

E l  Paso dur ing  my ado lescence.  Wel l ,  in  fac t ,  they  wanted  to  f ind  ou t

every th ing  about  me.  So,  my f i rs t  exper ienceo o f  course ,  was  a t tend ing

Alamo Schoo l  and ge t t ing  a  job  a t  the  same t ime jn  a  barbershop immedj -

a te ly  ad jacent  to  A lamo Schoo l ,  where  I  was  a  sh ine  k jd  in  the  barbershop.

My f i rs t  exper ience in  tha t  pos i t ion  was somewhat  a  fa i lu re  because I  had

to  sh ' ine  the  shoes  o f  a  par t i cu la r  ind jv idua l  who v rore  wh j te  socks  and

b lack  s l i ppers .  And  in  app ly ing  the  shoe  po l i sh  to  the  shoes ,  to  b lack

s l ippers ,  I  over  exer ted  the  pu t t ing  o f  the  b lack  po l i sh  on  top  o f  th is

man 's  wh j te  socks .  And when he  go t  th rough and saw what  I  had done,  he

was enraged and physical ly k icked me out of  the barbershop. And there-

a f te r  I  s ta r ted  se1 ' l ing  newspapers .  And go ing  to  schoo l ,  I  had a  very

in te res t ing  exper ience jn  A lamo schoo l ,  wh ich  I  ne la ted  jn  the  Whi te

House ,  abou t  hav ing  a  d j f f j cu l t y  w i th  a  fo re ign  language ,  wh ich  was  Eng l i sh

to me. I  was in the f i rst  grade and the teacher,  by the name of Mrs.

Wi t t ,  had to ld  us ,  jns t ruc ted  us ,  how to  go  to  the  res t room,  by  ra is ing

our  two l i t t le  f ingers  and say ing ,  "Teacher ,  may I  be  excused? '1

We thought at  that  t ' ime those were magical  words.  So, everyt ime we need-

ed to go to the restroom, we raised our hands and saidthe famous magical

words ,  "Mabescus . "  l l Je ]1 ,  we hadasubst j tu te  teacher  once,  and she was a

very  beaut j fu l  redhead.  B lue  eyes .  0h ,  and she was rea l l y  a  do11 I  And

I needed to go to the restroom. So I  ra jsed my hand. I  said,  "Mabescus?"

\ f .
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whereupon the  lady  tu rned around and she sa id ,  " I f  i t ' s  abso lu te ly  nec-

essary - "  But  we d idn ' t  know and I  d idn ' t  e i ther ,  what  those words  meant '

So ,  I  ra ised  my hand some few minutes  la te r ,  asked her  i f  I  cou ld  be

excused,  and she gave me the  same response.  " I f  i t ' s  abso lu te ly  neces-

sary . "  Wel l ,  I  kep t  s i t t jng  down,  and then the  th i rd  t ime I  ra ised  my hands.

She  aga in  ve ry  harsh ly  sa jd  " I f  i t ' s  abso lu te ly  necessary . "  By  uha t

t ime i t  was apparent that  i t  had become necessary.  And thereafter my

nick name from Kiko was changed by the members of  the c lassroom to "El

M i5n . "  (Laugh te r )  One  o f  the  j l l us t ra t ions  tha t  I  gave  a t  the  Wh i te

House about  the  d i f f i cu l ty  ch i l c j ren  o f  fo re ign  ex t rac t ion  who d idn ' t

know the  Eng l i sh ' language  were  faced  w i th .

E :  Mr .  Ga lvdn,  were  there  any  proh ib i t ions  ac t ive ly  en forced aga ' ins t  speak-

ing Spanish in school  when you were a young boy?

G:  Yes ,  s i r .  0 f  course ,  no t  in  the  A lamo Schoo l ,  because 99  & 9 /10% of  the

ch' i ldren there were of  Mexican extract ion.  And when I  moved to San

Jacjnto School ,  there was about 30% to 40% of Mexjcan American chi ldren.

And of  course, Jou could feel  that  there was a resentment between the

Ang lo  Amer ican ch j ld ren  and the  Mex ican Amer icans ,  and even in  the  c lass-

rooms, because i t  was frowned upon to make any al lusions or even communi-

ca te  w i th  one and the  o ther  in  the  Span ish  language.  And tha t  was  more

apparent in Bai ley school  .  I t  seemed as i f ,aswe went far ther to the north-

ern  par t  o f  the  c i ty  where  the  Ang lo  Amer icans  l i ved  a t  tha t  t ime, tha t

these fee f  ings  o f  d issent jon  was more  apparent .  However ,  in  h jgh  schoo l  '

j t  became qu i te  more  apparent  tha t  the  teachers  wou ldn ' t  permj t  us  to

communjca te  in  the  c lassrooms in  any th ing  bu t  the  Eng l ish  language.  And

of course, that  was because the greater number of  students were of  the

Anglo American group. And that forced the l t lexican Americans to chum
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G:

E:

G:

around  o r  cong rega te  w i th  peop le  o f  t he i r  own  e thn fc  o r i g in .  And  we  had

in  the  ca fe te r i as  a  na tu ra l  seg rega t ' i on  o f  t he  ch i l d ren ,  o f  t he  s tuden ts ,

because most  of  us who were at tending h igh schoo' l  a t  that  t ime,  of  the

Mexican Amer icans ethnic  group,  would hold ourselves together  because we

fe l t  that  we were not  wanted to  be associat ing wi th  the Anglo Amer ican

g roups .

Wha t  h igh  schoo l  d id  you  a t tend?

E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo l .

Wha t  yea r ,  s i r?

I t ' s  been  so  l ong  ago .  I  t h i nk  i t  was fron 1922 to 1926, or around that

area .

What  d id  you do  a f te r  you  go t  ou t  o f  h ' igh  schoo l?

I  went  to  Ca l i fo rn ia  and enro l led  jn  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Southern  Ca l j fo rn ja ,

and worked my way. I  was in the Univers ' i ty  of  Southern Cal j fornia fon

about  two or  th ree  months .  I t  was  a  very  expens jve  educat iona l  ins t ' i tu t jon ,

and I  moved to  the  Southwestern  Un ivers i ty ,  a lso  in  Los  Ange les ,  South-

western School  of  Law ' in Los Angeies.

D id  you ob ta in  your  law degree,  there?

No. l , , le had a Depression jn 1932, and I  thought that  my educat ional  at ta ' in-

ments were over because of  the economic s i tuat ion.  I  returned back to El

Paso th ink ing  I  was  a  comp' le te  fa i lu re .  I  f ina l l y  made my way to  Da l las

wi th  the  he lp  o f  my s is te r  Josef ine .  Andwi th  the  work  tha t  I  go t  in  Da l las ,

I  was able to go to Jef ferson Un' iversi ty.  And I  graduated from Jefferson.

D id  you  go  in  law schoo l ,  then?

Jef fe rson Un ' i vers i ty  was  a  law schoo l  in  Da l las .

I t  was  a  law schoo l  i n  Da l las?

Yeah. I  graduated and came to El  Paso.
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E: Do you reca l l ,  Mr .  Ga lvdn,  how many Mex ican Amer icans  were  in  your  g raduat -

ing  c lass  a t  Je f fe rson? Jus t  one? And you ' re  the  on ly  one? Do you reca l l

' i f  the year before or the year af ter ,  do you have any jdea i f  there were

any Mexican Americans that had graduated from Jefferson?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  th ink  tha t  by  tha t  t ime Je f fe rson Un ivers i ty

c losed. . .  And,  by  the  way,  Sarah T .  Hughes was one o f  our  teachers '

The federa l  iudge in  Da l las  today?

Yeah,  she la te r  became a  Federa l  Judge,  and some la te r  on  prominent  po l i -

t i c ians  were  members  o f  the  schoo l .  And then i t  was  c losed and the  remain-

ing students were taken over by SMU. I t  had a Law school  by that  t ime.

Th ' i s  was  the  f i r s t  l aw schoo l  i n  Da l  l as .

What did you do af ter  you obtained your degree?

Came to El  Paso.

What k ind of  pract ice do you have?

Wel l ,  I  had  no th ing  bu t  Mex ican  Amer ican  t rade ,  bo th  c r im jna l  and  c iv i l .

Dur ing  the  Depress ion ,  what  k inds  o f  1ega1 prob lems d id  Mex ' i can  Amer icans

general  1y have?

Wel l ,  inab i l i t y  to  secure  emp ' loyment ,  there  was no  employment .  0 f  course ,

the economic standards of  the Mexican American in El  Paso at  that  t ime

were of  the lowest that  could be found, because most of  them were employ-

ab le  o r  work jng  peop le ;  and s ince  work  had been cu t  down to  no th ing ,  the

only way of  existence that they had was to io in the CCC camp. I t  was a

government program or project whereby the wages earned by these members

a t tend ing  the  CCC camps wou ld  be  pa id  over  to  the i r  respec t ive  famj l ies ,

so  tha t  they  cou ld  be  ab le  to  meet  w j th  the ' i r  necess i t jes  o f  l i fe .  Then

they  had here  soup k i tchens  in  the  res ident ia l  a reas  and in  the  bus jness

areas .  And a t  tha t  t ime the  qovernment  invoked a  mora tor ium law '  wh ich

n .

F .

G:
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E:

G :

prevented the credi tors f rom proceeding against  the debtors in the fore-

c los ing  o f  the i r  mor tgage proper t ies  because o f  the  inab i l i t ies  to  make

the i r  payments .  And I  th ink  as  usua l  in  everycommuni ty , i t  i s  the  poor

peop le , the  wage earner ,  who su f fe rs  economjca l l y  most  in  t imes o f  depress ion .

Mr .  Ga lvdn,  was  there  any  un ion  organ iz ing  amongst  Mex ican Amer icans  a t

tha t  t ime?

No,  s i r .  There  was  very  l j t t l e  o rgan iza t jon .  As  a  un i f i ca t ion  o f  the

c lasses  o f  peop le ,  they  were  un i ted  because o f  the i r  economic  s tandards .

But  there  was no  un ion iza t ion  a t  tha t  t ime,  very  l i t t le .

Mr .  Ga lv6n,  what  do  you know about  the  found ing  o f  the  League o f  Un i ted

Lat in  Amer ican C i t i zens?

The League o f  Un i ted  La t jn  Amer ican C ' i t i zens ,  o f  wh ich  I  was  a t  one t jme

the  na t jona l  p res ident ,  was  founded because o f  an  ex is tence in  law tha t

we had ,  wh jch  was  known as  a  Po l l  Tax  Law.  The  c i t i zens ,  qua l i f y ing  vo te rs ,

o f  the  Mex ican Amer jcan race  cou ld  no t  qua l i f y  becausetheyhad to  pay  a

tax of  a dol lar  and seventy f ive cents to vote.  And of  course, that  was

an economic  burden on  those peop le  a t  tha t  t ime.  Next ,  there  was a  con-

d i t ion  th roughout  the  Sta te  o f  Texas  o f  d isc r im ina t ing  aga ins t  the  l ' l ex ican

American people,  or  anyone who had a Span' ish surname. We were considered

second  o r  th i rd  o r  fou r th  c lass  c i t i zens .  And  we had  a  lo t  o f  humi l ia -

t ions  because o f  our  race .

Do you reca l l  any  par t i cu la r  ins tances  o f  d isc r im ina t jon  a t  tha t  t ime?

Wel l ,  a l l  the  t ime you were  be ing  ca l led  a  "Mex ican greaser . "  And my

assoc ia t jons  w i th  s tudents  a t  Je f fe rson Un ivers i ty ,  and w j th  the  soph is -

t i ca ted  s tudents  o f  SMU,  I  was  in  severa l  ins tances  humj l ia . ted  and insu l t -

ed  by  my bre theren,  s tudents ,  jn  soc ia l  c i rc les .  They  wanted  to  know how

come a l r , lexican was amongst the social  funct ions of  SMU and Jefferson

E:

c .

E:

G:



GALVAN

Univers i ty .  And on  numerous  occas ions ,  I  was  s ' l igh ted  in  the  a t tendance

of  these soc ia l  g roups ,  Iwas  apparent ly  a  f reak  in  these soc ia l  func t ions ,

and par t i cu la r ' l y  in  a  Br idge contes t  tha t  we had.  I  w i l l  never  fo rge t

that I  made two grand slams, and I  at t racted the at tent ion of  about 40

people who were at  th is Br idge party of  most ly students f rom SMU, and they

wanted to know al l  about me. And two or three indiv iduals who were envious

of  my ab i l i t y  to  p lay  Br idge,  "Wel l ,  I  wondered how a  Mex ican cou ld  have

the  ab i l i t y  to  p lay  Br idgeJ l  However  tha t  g roup,  th rough my e f fo r ts ,  recog-

njzed at  last  that  I  vras equal  to them jn mental  at t r ibutes,  not economi-

ca l l y ,  and they  accepted  the  fac t  tha t  a  Mex ican was amongst  the  soc ia l

g roups .  However ,  even be fore  go ing  to  Da l las ,  here  in  E l  Paso we had such

d iscr im jna t ion  in  pub l i c  p laces ,  such as  the  Wash jng ton  Park ,  where  they

had restrooms for whi tes and for Mexicans and blacks.  And that was humi-

1  ia t ing .

Do you mean that there was one restroom for whites and one for Mexicans

and b lacks?

Right .  When the  P laza  res t rooms were  bu i l t  here  in  E l  Paso,  jn  the  P laza ,

we wondered where they were going to place the Mexjcans. I^le were amazed

that there was no s ' igns there to show the discr iminat ion between the al  lo-

ca t ion  o f  the  res t rooms fo r  wh i tes  and b lacks .  But  the  s t ree tcars  had

sect ions for the blacks and the wh' i tes.  And of  course, ' i f  we sat in the

front part  of  the streetcar where i t  was reserved for vrhi tes,  some of

the  wh i tes  wou ld  make ind ica t ions  and mot jons  fo r  us  to  ge t  back  to  the

co lo red  sec t ion .  0h ,  i t  was  te r r ib le i

Mr .  Ga lvdn,  do  youreca l l  what  your  reac t ions  were? Was i t  one o f  anger

or sorrow?

I  was humi l ia ted l
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Do you fee' l  that  most of  the Mexican Americans of  your age fel t  th is way?

0h,  yeah.  In  h igh  schoo l  we ga thered together  and exp la ined the  c i rcum-

stances to each other.  Some of them were because of  the economic standards

of students,  groups who had the abi l  i ty  to have a car,  whereas we had

to wal  k f rom home to h ' igh school  .  And a considerabl  e

number  o f  the  Mex ican k ids ,  we 'd  have to  wa lk  back  to  Second Ward ,  because

at  tha t  t ime tha t  was  the  on ly  h igh  schoo l  ava i lab le .  So,  i t  was  a  fac to r

o f  rac ia l  d isc r im ina t ion  and economic  d isc r im jna t ion ,  bo th  combined,  wh ich

was humi l ia t ing  to  the  Mex ican Amer ican peop le .  We fe l t tha t  we were  the

v jc t jms o f  two s i tua t ions :  our  economic  s tandards  and the  rac ia l  p re jud ice

tha t  ex is ted .

Mr .  Ga lv i in ,  cou ld  you e labora te  a  l j t t le  more  on  the  fo rmat ion  o f  LULAC

from your  knowledge? What  year ,  fo r  ins tance,  i t  took  p1ace.

Wel l ,  I  th jnk  i t  was  jn  . l 932 ,  
as  a  resu l t  o f  the  economic  s i tua t jons  and

the  cons tan t  d isc r im ina tory  a t t i tude  tha t  the  Ang lo  Amer ican had fo r

Mexican Amerjcans that the organizat ion was created. I t  was created on

very  beaut i fu l  concepts ,  the  League o f  Un j ted  La t in  Amer ican C i t i zens .

We requested  the  r igh t  to  become an Amer ican c i t j zen  as  prov ided fo r  jn

the  Const i tu t ion  o f  the  Un j ted  Sta tes  - - tha t  we were  c rea ted  equa l ;  and

tha t  d isc r jm jna tory  tac t i cs  were  in ju r ious  to  the  deve lopment  o f  our  race

as  an  Amer jcan  c i t i zen .  And  i f  we  d idn ' t  do  away  w i th  such  d isc r im ina-

to ry  tac t i cs ,  we cou ld  never  ass jmi la te  the  t rue  concept  o f  an  Amer ican

c i t i zen .  So ,  we  o rgan ized  th js  assoc ia t ion .  I t  was  o rgan ized  f j r s t  i n

the  R io  Grande Va11ey,  where  they  had had a l l  k inds  o f  t roub le  in  San

Anton jo  and Houston  in  d isc r im ina tory  a t t i tudes  towards  the  Mex ican Amer i -

can.  So,  one o f  the  fundamenta l  p r inc ip les  o f  LULAC was to  in tegra te  our -

se lves  jn to  a  f i rs t  c lass  Amer ican c j t j zen ,  and no t  a  second ra te  Amer ican
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c ' i t i zen ,  and demand the  same equa l  p ro tec t ion  pr iv i leges  tha t  the  Ang lo

Amer ican had.

Mr.  Galvdn, did the peop' le that  founded LULAC consider themselves members

o f  a  d i f fe ren t  race?

l^ le l l ,  i t  wasn ' t  tha t  they  cons idered themse lves  a  member  o f  a  d i f fe ren t

race ;  i t  was  becausewewere  pushed in  by  the  economic  s tandards  and the

d jsc r jm ina to ry  a t t i t u tdes  in to  a  g roup  o f  "second  c lass  c i t j zens , "  as

they  ca l led  us .  Now,  the  Po l l  Tax  Law was one o f  the  ins t rumenta l i t ies

used by  the  Ang lo  Amer icans  tod isenf ranch ise  poor  peop le .  And s ince  we

were  a  vas t  c lass  o f  the  poor  peop le ,  we su lF fered  those consequences .

0h ,  we had a  te r r ib le  uph i l l  f igh t  in  those days ,  and i t  took  a  war  to

s t ra igh ten  the  soc ia l  d j f f i cu l t ies ,  in  mak ing  them more  egua l  than they

were before the war.

You ' re  speak ing  o f  Wor ld  War  I I?

Wor ld  War  I I ,  yes ,  s i r .  Because  we assumed the  respons ib i l i t j es  o f  a

pat r io t i c  Amer ican c i t j zensh jp  c1ass .  And we went  to  war  to  sa feguard

the country f rom a common enemy. And, gladly,  i t  was an opportuni ty for

us  to  d isp lay  our  pa t r io t j sm fo r  the  count ry .  And th rough the  e f fo r ts

aga ins t  and the  successes  tha t  we had in  express ' ing  th rough ac t ion ,  our

loya l ty  to  the  count ry ,  we go t ,  I  th ink ,  a  recompense a f te r  the  war '  in

recogniz ing that we were not a di f ferent race, but that  we assumed the

respons ib i l i t i es  o f  the  Amer ican c i t ' i zensh ip .  And s jnce  we had assumed

them, and compl ied wi th them, and had sustained a certain amount of  suc-

cess ,  we were  now ent i t led  to  these c iv i l  r igh ts  tha t  we have.  And the

d iscr im jna tory  a t t i tude  has  been cured  to  a  cer ta in  degree.

Mr .  Ga lvdno thus  you have been jn t imate ly  assoc ia tedv , r j th the  found ing  o f

LULAC and w i th  i t s  ear ly  years ,  and you 've  fo l lowed theMex jcan Amer ican

F .
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movement  s ince  then.  I  wou ld  l ' i ke  to  ask  you,  s i r ,  in  your  op in ion ,  what

administrat ion has done more for the fur therance of  the Mexican American

and minor i ty groups in general  in th is country?

I  th ink  tha t  i t  was  LBJ.

Spec i f i ca l l y ,  why  do  you say  th is?

Spec i f i ca l l y ,  because he  had a  program jn  bu i ld ing  a  new soc ie ty ,  and he

was v i ta l l y  in te res ted  in  see ing  tha t  there  was ta len t ,  demonst ra t ing  tha t

there  was ta len t  in  these minor i ty  g roups ,  tha t  cou ld  be  u t i l i zed  in

mak ing  Amer ica  a  homogeneous na t ion  as ' i t  was  or ig ' ina1 ly  in tended to  be ,

by  the  bas ic  concepts  o f  the  Const j tu t ion  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  I t  seems

that  dur ing  the  progress  o f  t ime,  a  1o t  o f  the  ins t i tu t ions  in  government

had forgotten the concepts of an Amerjcan democracy.

Mr .  Ga lvdn,  wh,a t  d id  your  fami ly  th ink  about  your  invo lvment  o f  LULAC

from the outset?

t , |e l l ,  I  th ink they were very happy that I  was as outspoken as I  am, and

( I  don ' t  want  to  appear  b raggadoc ious ,  bu t )  tha t  I  had the  de term' ina t ion

and courage to so te l l  the people of  the Uni ted States that we were not

ge t t ' i ng  tha t  wh ich  we deserved as  good c ' i t ' i zens .  That ' s  why  LBJ inv i ted

me th ree  d i f fe ren t  t imes to  the |^ lh i te  House to  speak  on  the  c rea t ion  o f

the new society.

Mr.  Galv6n, dur ing what years were you nat ional  president of  LULAC?

0h,  I  th ink  i t  was  in  
. |936 .

Have you been assoc ia ted  w j th  the  organ iza t ion  s ince  then?

Always .  And a lso  w ' i th  the  Amer ican GI  Forum,  another  o rgan iza t ion  o f

wh ich lamamember .

You are a member of  the American GI Forum?

Ri  gh t .
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Were you invo lved in  i t s  found ing ,  s i r?

No,  s i r .  I  io ined the  Amer ican GI  Forum because they  a lso  had as  one o f

the i r  p r inc ip les  o r  tenets  tha t  they  pro tec t  the  r igh ts  o f  the  Mex ican

Amer ican c i t i zen .

Mr .  Ga lvdn ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  fo r  your  op in ion  o f  the  course  o f  the

Mexican American movement in the last  few years.  There seems to have

been a lot  more parades ar id demonstrat ions and this type of  th ing.  what

do you fee' l  about these si tuat ions?

Wei lo  I  have  never  beenanadvoca te  o f  v jo lence .  I  th ink  tha t  (and  i t ' s

been my ph i losophy)  i fwe can br ing  these s i tua t ions  known to  o ther  fac-

t ions ,  these d i f fe rences  o f  op in ions ,  th is  d isc r jm ina tory  a t t i tude  can

be remedied  th rough a  peacefu l  so lu t ion- -a  so lu t ion  o f  in te l l igen t  peop le

get t ing  down to  b rass  tacks , to  the  tab les  o f  d iscuss ion ,  and d iscuss ing

the i r  a t t i tudes ,  and d iscuss ing  the i r  p resent  p rob lems,  to  see i f  they  can

f ind  a  feas ib le  so lu t ion .  There  is  s t i l ' 1  a  h idden und isc losed behav io r

o f  d isc r im ina t ion  in  cer ta in  a reas ,  and i t  i s  up  to  us  to  f ind  these areas

and to  cure  the  d i f f i cu l ty .  That ' ; s  why  we have in  a l l  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

governmental  agencies an equal  employment opportuni ty counsel .  He js

supposed to take care of  erradicat ing any discr iminatory at t i tudes that

may be  in  the  process  o f  mak ing .

Mr"  Ga lvdn,  what  i s  your  op in ion  o f  the  Raza Un ida  Par ty?

The  Raza  Un ida  Par ty  i s ,  i n  my  op in ion ,  d  l i t t l e  too  rad ica l .  I

persona l ly  have been an  exponent  o f  negot ia t ions  th rough unders tand ing

and th rough the  admin is t ra t ion  o f  jus t i ce  o f  r igh ts  we can ge t  more  than

by  c rea t ing  a  v io len t  a t t i t ude .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  v io lence ,  rad ica l i sm,

because I 'm a f ra id  tha t  some Ang lo  Amer ican migh t  mis in te rpre t  the  a t t i -

tude o f  v io lence or  the  a t t i tude  o f  rad ica l ' i sm in to  v io lence.  And tha t
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is  not  the purpose of  our government.  we have the judic iary now, s ince

the  c iv i l  r igh ts  have been es tab l i shed,  have been c rea ted  by  1aw,  we can

nesor t  to  the  admins i t ra t ion  o f  these r igh ts  th rough lega l  p rocedures .

Mr.  Galv6n, we have two Mexican American state legis lators f rom El Paso

today, Mt".  Moreno and Mr.  Sant iesteban. Could you tel1 me whose views

you cons iden more  in  l ine  w i th  yours?

t , . le l1 ,  bo th  o f  them.  Le t  me put  i t  l i ke  th is :  I  th ink  bo th  o f  them are

do ing  a  good job .  I  th ink  Pau l  Moreno is  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  rad ica l  than

l4 r .  Sant ies teban.  I  th ink  Mr .  Sant ies teban is  approach ing  the  s i tua t ion

by  f i rs t  expos ing  h imse l f  to  the  genera l  pub l i c  tha t  he  has  the  ta len ts

and tha t  these ta len ts  tha t  he  has  shou ld  be  u t i l i zed  to  the  fu l les t

ex ten t  poss ib ' le ,  i r respec t ive  o f  who or  what  e th in ic  g roup he  be longs  to .

l , le ' ve  go t  to  show these ind iv idua ls  who are  d isc r im ina tory  and rac ia l l y

minded tha t  we,  as  a  race ,  have a  cer ta in  amount  o f  ta len ts .  And j f  our

ta len ts  tha t  we may posess  are  grea ter  than the  ta len t  o f  the  ind iv idua l

wh i te  o r  Ang lo  Amer ican,  we shou ld  be  g iven the  same recogn i t ion  and the

same r ight  to demonstrate and be rewarded for our ta lents.  We have some

great lawyers,  we have some great doctors.  The only reason that we cal l

ourse lves  Mex ican Amer icans ,  and they  say  tha t  we are  segregat ing  ourse lves ,

we are not.  They have segregated us and pushed us into a group. We have

respons ib i l i t y  o f  showfng tha t  we are  be t te r  Amer ican c i t i zens  than they

are ,  tha t  our  ta len ts  a re  g rea ter  than the i rs ,  tha t  Amer ica  w i l l  p rosper

by  the  proper  use  o f  our  ta len ts ;  because we be l ' ieve ,  I  be l ieve ,  tha t

our ta lents are worth two, to the ta lent of  an Anglo American who speaks

and has  bu t  one ph i losophy.  We have two ph i losoph ies  tha t  a re  beaut i fu l .

In other words,  Vou see i t  as incumbent upon the Mexican Amerjcan to excel?

Righ t l  And we preach tha t  a l l  the  t ime.  You have to  be  a  be t te r  ba l l -
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player than the other fe l low, you have to be a better go]fer than the

other  fe l low,  to  ge t  therecogn i t ion  tha t  the  wor ld  w i l l  eventua l l y  g ive

you,  and tha t  the  count ry  w i l l  g ive  you.

E :  Mr .  Ga lvdn ,  I ' d  l j ke  to  go  back  to  a  l j t t l e  b i t  o f  your  persona l  back -

ground.  Are  you mar r ied ,  s i r?

Yes ,  s i r .

Do you have ch i ld ren?

No,  s i r .

Could you tel l  me where your wi fe is f rom?

My wi fe  i s  f rom Braz i l .

B raz i l  ?

Yeah .  I  had  an  i n te res t i ng  m i l i t a r y  ca ree r .  I  don ' t  l j ke  t o  t a l k  t oo

much  abou t  F rank  Ga l vdn . . .

We11 ,  cou ld  you  te l l  me ,  have  you  p rac t i ced  l aw  in  E l  Paso  con t i nous l ; ; r !

Con t i nous l y ,  excep t  f o r  t he  War  yea rs .  I  vo lun tee red  i n to  the  se rv i ce .

I  was  no t  d ra f ted .  I  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  wa i t  t o  be  d ra f ted .  I  was  anx ious

to  ge t  i n to  the  s t rugg le ,  p rec i se l y  because  I  have  a  l ove  and  a f fec t i on

for  my country ,  my adopted country .

Wha t  b ranch  o f  t he  se rv i ce  d idyou  se rve  i n ,  s j r?

I  wen t  i n  t he  s igna ' l  se rv j cen  and . . . he re  we  go ,  b ragg ing .  I  vo lun tee red

in to  the  se rv i ce  on  March  the  3 rd ,  I  t h ink , . | 94 . | .  R jgh t  a f te r  Pear l  Ha rbo r ,

I  made  a r rangemen ts  to  c lose  the  l aw  o f f i ce ,  and  vo lun tee red .  So  I  wen t

and regis tered for  the draf t ,  and I  was impat ient  and the draf t  wasn' t

do ing  any th ing ,  so  I  c l osed  my  o f f i ce .

So ,  you  f i na l l y  j o i ned  t he  se rv j ce  i n  l 94 l?

0h ,  i t  was  ve ry  i n te res t i ng .  I  c l osed  my  o f f i ceo  and  wen t  on  l 4on tana

St ree t  t o  ge t  a  r i de ,  ea r l y  i n  t he  morn ing ,  t o  Fo r t  B l j ss .  As  I  was

t4

F .

u .

E:

n .

E:

G:



GALVAN t5

E:

G:

s tand ing  there  on  the  corner ,  a  car  passed by  and s topped,  honked,  "Come

here ,  Frank l  What  a re  you do ing  here  a t  th is  hour?"  I  says ,  " f 'm go ing

to  jo in  the  Army. "  I t  was  Co l .  Hunn icu t .  Co l .  Hunn icu t  had been the

Uni ted  Sta tes  D is t r i c t  A t to rney  here  in  E l  Paso,  and he  had been ca l led

to  ac t ive  du ty .  And I  sa id ,  "They  haven ' t  ca l led  me,  so  I  m igh t  as  we l l

jo in .  I 'm on  my way to  For t  B l  i ss . "  So,  he  took  me to  the  recru ' i t ing

o f f i ce  a t  For t  B l j ss ,  and  i t  was  the  f j r s t  t ' ime  in  the  h is to ry  o f  m j l i t a ry

career  tha t  a  Co lone l  has  taken a  buck  pr iva te ,  o r  an  ind iv idua l  to  jo in

the  Army.  He le f t  me there ;  then I  took  my bas ic ,  and then I  f in ished my

basic,  and they ass' igned me ro Camp Crowler.

Where  is  tha t ,  s i r?  Wh ' ich  s ta te?

That  was in  Missour i .  And they  chose me to  go  in to  the  S igna l  Corps

because some tes ts ,  ap t i tude tes t ,  they  thought  I  had a  good ab i l  i t y  to

determine a  do t  f rom a  dash.  So,  I  went  in io  the  bas ic  t ra in ing  there .

I  took  te legraphy ,  the  code,  and then I  was  send ing  and rece iv ing  so  many

words per minute.  Then they sent me and p' laced me in the cadre.  The

cadre  was the  ones  who wou ld  teach the  new recru i ts  tha t  were  comjng in .

And I  was  g iven the  ass ignment  o f  g iv ing  lec tu res  on  why we f igh t .

Mr .  Ga lvdn,  d id  you ever  exper ience any  e thn ic  d isc r im ina t jon  wh i le  you

were in the service?

No,  s i r .

You d id  no t?

No,  s i r .  0n  the  cont ra ry .  l ^ le l1 ,  a f te r  I  was  ass igned,  I  had a  theat re

in  wh ich  I  had about  
. |500 

to  2000 s tudents  there ,  and I  was  g iv ing  them

he l l ,  f i l l i ng  them fu l l  o f  pa t r io t i c  speeches .  And  a  genera l  heard  me

speak,  and comes up  a f te r  the  c lass  and he  sa id ,  "What 's  your  rank ,

so ld ie r?"  And I  sa id ,  "Ac t ive  Corpora l . "  He sa id ,  " l . le  have no  Ac t ive
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Corporals in the Army. I  said,  " l , le l ' l  ,  that 's what my commanding of f  icer

sa ' id  I  was ,  s i r . "  He says ,  "Wel1  ,  I  want  to  see you.  "  So,  he  took  me

to  the  PX.  He dr i l led  me found ou t  every th ing  about  rne ,  and he  sa id ,

"0kay ,  Sergeant . "  I  sa id ,  "Sergeant?"  "Yeaho I 'm mak ing  you a  sergeant ,

i f  you  don ' t  unders tand. "  So,  when I  go t  to  my order ' l y  room,  I  had a

new sh j r t ,  w j th  my s t r ipes .  So,  the  nex t  day  here  is  the  genera l  aga in

in  the  aud j to r ium.  He says ,  "sergeant ,  I 'm very  happy tha t  you  were  ab le

to  choose th ree  up  and no t  th ree  up  and th ree  down. "  So,  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,

sir . "  I ' le l l ,  anyway, a few months later,  I  was transferr"ed from the Camp

Crowler to 0CS. And when I  graduated from OCS, my f j rst  assignment was

with General  0mstead, the fe l low who had seen me in Camp Crowler.  And he

sa ' id ,  "He l l ,  j t  sure  took  you a  he l l  o f  a  long t ime to  ge t  th rough w i th

OCS.  I  though t  tha t  you  weren ' t  coming . "  So ,  he  pu t  me in  S igna l  In te l l i -

gence.  And then,  I  had a  very  in te res t jng  exper ience.  They  pu t  me jn

General  Intel  1 igence.

So you must 've  a t tended schoo l  a tFor tHa l le rberd  Mary land,  i s  tha t  r igh t?

I  was  Ass is tan t  Conrnandant  o f  For t  Ha l le rberd  a f te r  the  war .

That ' s  very  in te res t ing ,  s i r .

Did you go to school  there?

I  have l i ved  in  Ba l t imore  severa l  t imes.

So,  I  had very  in te res t ing  conf ident ia l ,  secre t  ass igments .  From S igna l

In te l l igence,  they  sent  me to  the  Genera l  in te l l igence and then they  sent

me to  the  In te l l igence Schoo l  a t  Ch icago.  And f rom there  I  went  back  to

the Pentagon" And then I  went on several  secret  missions. And whi le I

was in Frarrce,  I  was wounded; and of  course, they gave me a recuperat ing

leave and they  sent  me to  South  Amer ica ,  and I  was  jn  Braz i l ,  head o f  the

432nd CNC detachment.  t^ le had a very interest ing exper ience there.  And
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there I  met my wife,  and af ter  the capi tu lat ion of  the enemy, we marr ied

in  Braz i l .  And I  b rought  her  back  to  the  Sta tes .  I  was  in  Braz i l  under

the command of  Col .  Novel .  And when I  got  here to be released, there was

a special  order that  my orders had been canceled and I  was to report  to

Wash ing ton ,  D.C.  So,  I  repor ted  to  Wash ing ton ,  D.C.  and f rom there  I  was

sent to Camp Hal lerberd.  And who was there as the Commanding of f icer,

and the  schoo l  commandant?  Co l 'one l  Nove l .  And he  sa jd ,  "Frank ,  I  don ' t

know beans about  th is  th ing .  You ' re  go fng  to  be  my ass is tan t . "  He says ,

"Can you s tay  in  the  Army fo r  s ix  more  months  wh i le  we ge t  th is  th ing

stra ' ightened out?" I  stayed with him for s ix months.

That 's  an  ex t raord inary  s to ry ,  Mr .  Ga lvdn.  I 'm in te res ted  jn  knowing,  s i r ,

when was the f i rst  t jme you met Lyndon Johnson?

0h,  th is  i s  an  in te res t ing  s to ry l  I  was  go ing  to  Braz i l  near ly  every

year .  And no t  hav ing  any th ing  to  do  over  there ,  jus t  v is t ing  the  fo lks ,

I  was  inv i ted  to  a  L ions  C lub  meet ing .  I  was  to  be  theg lues tspeaker ,

and I  d idn ' t  know what  to  ta lk  about .  So,  I  ta lked  about  the  Amer ican

way o f  I  i fe ,  in  Por tuguese.  I 'm somewhato f  an  ac tor .  The f  i r s t  t ' ime I

s ta r ted  my speech in  Eng l  i sh ,  and o f  course ,  I  knew purpose ly ,  tha t  the

aud ience ,  be ing  a l l  B raz i l i ans ,  some o f them cou ldn ' t  speak  Eng l i sh .  So ,

sudden ly  I  wou ld  change in to  Por tuguese.  And I  wou ld  then immedia te ly

a t t rac t  the  a t ten t ion  o f  those ind iv idua ls  fo r  emphas is .  And the  speech

went  over  l ' i ke  a  house on  f i re .  Then I  was  inv j ted  toanother town by  the

L ions  C lub .  So ,  I  d idn ' t  m ind  i t ,  I  accep ted  the  inv j ta t ion .  And  I

wou ld  s tay ,  oh ,  about  a  montho a  month  and a  ha l f ,  in  comply ing  w i th  a l l

these jnv i ta t ions  tha t  I  wou ld  ge t  f rom a l l  the  d i f fe ren t  c iv ic  serv ice

organ ' i za t ' ions  jn  Braz i l ,  speak ing  o f  the  Amer ican way o f  I  i fe .  And i t

wen t  over  l i ke  a . . .whami  We l l ,  the  nex t  year ,  I  was  inv j ted  aga in ,  a l l
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my expenses  pa id .  I  ge t  to  R io ,  a l l  my expenses  were  pa id .  So,  then

the American Embassy started putt ing a ta i l  on me! you know what I  mean;

and th ' is  guy fol lowed me everyplace. And one day he says, " l ' l r .  Galvdn,

who 's  pay ing  you  fo r  a l1  th i s?"  I  says ,  " I  guess  the  L ions  c rub ,  because ,

they  fu rn jsh  me t ranspor ta t jon ,  fu rn ish  me lodg ing ,  and I 'm a  gues t  o f  the

assoc ' ia t ion .  They  have made th is  i t inerary  fo r  me.  "  But  anyway,  I 'd

done tha t  fo r  th ree  years .  The th i rd  year ,  I  was  coming f rom Braz i l ,  f rom

M6xico City,  and I  met a very good fr iend of  mine on the p1ane. And he

sa id ,  "F rank ,  I  unders tand  you ' re  go ing  to  the  Wh i te  House . "  I  sa id ,

"wh i te  House Depar tment  s to re?"  "No,  I ^ lash ing ton l "  Th is  fe l low who I  met

in the plane was Antonio Bermridez. And he had with him an engineer by

the  name o f  R ivas  Ser rano,  who was an  o ld  man,  and we he lped h im out  in

Torre6n. He fel l  down. The newspaper reporters came and started taking

p ic tu res  o f  Eng ineer  ser rano,  o f  the  water  commiss jon .  so ,  he  sa jd ,  "Take

our  p ic tu re .  Take  tha t  guy 's  p ic tu re .  He 's  go ing  to  the  wh i te  House . "

So_o the reporters came up to me and said,  ' ,Are you going to the White

House?r r  r rNor  r r  "He 's  k idd ing  you.  He doesn ' t  want  you to  be  a t t rac ted

to  h is  impor tance.  He wants  to  cha l lenge or  sh i f t  the  respons ib i l i t y  to

me. "  we l l ,  anyway,  we go t  here  to  Judrez  and I  came to  the  o f f i ce  r igh t

away'  and there was a te ' legram here f rom LBJ. He wanted me to be the guest

speaker  tha t  day l  So,  my bro ther  sa id ,  "Get  the  he l l  ou t  o f  here ,  I , ve

a l ready  accepted  the  inv i ta t ion  fo r  you l "  So,  i  went  to  Wash ing ton .  I t

was  ge t t ing  c lose  to  the  hour .  So I  go t  Mr .  Whi te ,  our  representa t ive ,

and  sa jd ,  "Look ,  I  don ' t  know what  goes  on . "  He  says ,  , ' I  don ' t  e i the r ,

Frank. "  So, gett ing down to the hotel  was interest fng. I  stopped a cop

and I  sa id ,  "Look ,  I  have to  g0  to  the  Whi te  House and I  have no  t ranspor -

ta t ion  because the  cabs  won ' t  s top . "  so ,  he  saw the  te legram and he  s topped
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a cabl  And on the way I  went to the hotel  and changed, by the way, and

walked over  to  the  Whi te  House.  Wel l ,  I  ta lked  on  my persona l  exper ience,

and on  the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  grea t  soc ie ty .  And they  l i ked  i t  so  we l l  tha t

they  inv i ted  me aga in .  I  was  inv i ted  th ree  d i f fe ren t  t imes,  and I  was

LBJ 's  persona l  adv isor .  He wou ld  ca l l  me long d is tance and say ,  , 'Look ,

th is  i s  the  s i tua t ion  we have.  what  wou ld  you do? How wou ld  you f i x  the

s i tua t ion?"  I  became in t imate ly  acqua in ted  w i th  LBJ.

what  d id  you th ink  about  the  man? D id  you cons ider  h im a  s jncere  man?

I  th ink  so ;  yeah.  He was very  s incere .

There are many stor ies about the fact  that  LBJ in his ear l  ier  years was

an an t i -Mex ican and in  Eas t  Texas  as  any  Eas t  Texan was back  in  the  '30s

and '40s .  Now,  do  you th ink  tha t  th is  was t rue  a t  one t ime and tha t  he

somehow matured?

I  th ' i nk  i f  i t  was ,  I  th ink  he  d id  a  he l l  o f  a  good  job  in  repen t ing .

Very  in te res t ing .  Mr .  Ga lvdn ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  move  in to  the  f ina l  phase  o f

th is  in te rv iew.  As  you know,  no  doubt ,  we ' re  en ter ing  the  200th  ann iver -

sary  o f  th is  count ry 's  b i r th .  How do you re la te  to  the  found ing  fa thers

o f  th js  na t ion? How do you re la te  to  the  idea ls  on  wh ich  the  na t ion  was

founded?

0h,  the  idea ls  were  superb ,  wonder fu l l  Never  had there  been a  c rea t fon

of  a  count ry  based upon those pr inc ip les ,  f rom a  h is to r ic  background.

But  the  t roub le  was tha t  the  admins t ra t l ' on  o f  our  governmenta l  func t ions ,

peop le  los t  t rack  o f  these beaut i fu l  e lements  o f  foundat ions ,  the  pr inc i -

p les  and foundat ions  in  wh ich  the  count ry  was born ,  they  over looked tha t

and they  fo rgo t  about  the  ina l ienab le  r igh ts  tha t  the  ind jv idua l  has ,  and

a l l  those beaut i fu l  concepts  o f  look ing  to  our  happ iness .  I  thought  those

pr inc ip les  la id  down in  the  cons t i tu t ion  are  beaut i fu l i  0n ly  th rough the
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passage o f  t ime,  they  were  over looked or  fo rgo t ten ,  and the  ind iv idua ls

d idn ' t  have the  knowledge,  ac tua l l y ,  o f  these bas ic  fundamenta l  p r inc ip les .

But  there 's  no th ing  more  beaut i fu l  than tha t  i s -J ' the  pursu i t  o f  our  happ i -

ness , "  and tha t  was  fo rgo t ten .  "A l l  men are  c rea ted  equa ' l , "  those were

forgotten dur ing the Civ j l  t , lar .  I t  was only through the great ef for ts of

L inco ln  tha t  these mora l  p r inc ip les  were  coming to  the  sur face ,  bu t  f ina l -

1y went back. They forgot because probab' ly of  economic roles,  economic

pr inc ip les ,  and the  economic  deve lopment  they  fo rgo t  the  bas jc  mora l  r igh ts

tha t  the  man has .  And no  ques t ion  tha t  they ' re  coming back ,  c iv i l  r igh ts .

Equa l  employment  oppor tun i ty  p rograms,  a l l  these th ings  are  coming back

to  the  equa l  r igh ts .  Und jscr im ina tory  a t t ' i u tdes ,  the  r igh t  to  an  educa-

t ion ,  a l l  these  b less ings  tha t  we  had  a re  coming  back  to  the  pub l i c ,

s1ow1y  bu t  su re ly .

Mr .  Ga lvdn,  do  you cons ider  yourse l f  a  pa t r io t i c  Amer ican?

0h ,  yes  s i r l

Mr.  Galvdn this has been a very enl ighten' ing interview and I  want to thank

you very much.

I  had in  mind ,  " I  regre t  tha t  I  have bu t  one 1 i fe  to  g ive  to  my count ry . "

And i  bel ieve that most of  the Mexjcan Americans who have been given the

ins ide  v iew o f  the  r igh ts  and pr iv i lege  tha t  they  had been dndowed w i th

fel t  the same way to the country,  a l l  the heroes that went and took arms

for our country,  and they were showing that they had that convict jon that

the only regrets that  they had was that they had but one l j fe to give to

the country.

Thank you very  much,  Mr .  Ga lvdn.
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