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F'ir .st,  Mr. Flores, could you tel l  me when and where you were born?

I  w a s  b o r n  i n  S o c o r r o ,  T e x a s  o n  t h e  f a m i l y  r a n c h ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 , 1 8 9 7 .

C o u l d  y o u  g i v e  m e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  a b o u t  y o u r  p a r e n t s ?

We1l ,  I  go t  i t  t hene  ' i n  t ha t  / boo

is  there anyth ing that  you would

tha t  I  j us t  read?

to add to  what  is  in  that  book

No.

We11,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  some ques t ions  tha t  a re  no t  in  tha t  book .

0kay .

Your father was a very prominent man here in El  Paso.

Yes- -E l  Paso,  Cd.  Judrez ,  and a l l  the  va l ley  here ,  a l l  the  sur round ' ing

count ry  here .  He a t tended to  a ' l l  the  bus iness  o f  the  Span ish  Amer ican

peop le .  There  were  very  few peop ' le  who cou ld  do  tha t .  He had a  law

of f i ce ,  tha t rs  what  he  had;  and he  was even an  a t to rney  in  Judrez ,

Mex ico .  He  d id  a  lo t  o f  bus iness  there  in  Judrez '  too .

And your  fa ther  a lso  he ld  e lec t i ve  o f f i ce  here  in  E l  Paso.

Yes he  d id .  He was the  County  C lerk  fo r  qu i te  a  number  o f  years ,  and

he was a lso  a  teacher  in  Judrez .  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was  no t  ca l led  Judrez ,

bu t  V i l la  de l  Nor te ;  tha t ' s  what  the  name was.  And then he  npved and he

took over the school  at  Las Cruces, and then he came over to Ysleta and

took  the  schoo l  a t  Ys le ta .  I  donr t  know what  the  dura t ' ion  was,  bu t  I

guess he lasted about e ' ight  years as a professor in these three towns

here .

Mr .  F lo res ,  how d ' id  your  fa ther  ge t  a ' long  w i th  Ang lo  Amer icans?

l , l e11  ,  i us t  f  i ne .  He  go t  a long  jus t  f  i ne  because  he  was  an  in te l ' l i gen t

man,  a  man who made a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  money and he  was a  prominent  man.

And  o f  course  he  d idn ' t  have  hard ly  any  t roub le  a t  a l l .  He  a lso  was  an

interpreter for  the Federal  Court  here jn El  Paso for many'  many years.

g.
l i k e
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But  as  fa r  as  h is  ge t t ing  a ' l ong  w i th  peop le ,  o f  course ,  he  d idn ' t  have

to go thnough what most of  the people had to go through, because they

d idnr t  have  any  money  and  no  educa t ion"  and  o f  course  tha t  makes  a1o t

o f  d i f fe rence.

So your  fa ther rs  case was except iona ' l  here  in  E l  Paso?

I  th ink  so ,  V€s ;  I  th ink  so .  And  then  he  d idn ' t  l ook  I  j ke  a  Mex ' i can

anyhow,  he  looked l ' i ke  any  o ther  Amer ican.

What  in f luence d id  your  fa ther  have on  you as  you were  grow ' ing  up?

Wel l ,  he  and I  were  very  c lose .  I  thought  tha t  my fa ther  was the  bes t

look ing  man ' in  the  whoJe  coun ty  here .  I  though t  he  was  the  mos t  in te l -

l igen t  man tha t  I ld  ever  seen.  And he  a lso  knew French very  we l1 .  A t

that t jme, al l  those people who had a very good educat ion had to learn

French in  o rder  to  ge t  a1ong.  Wi th  what ,  I  don ' t  know.  He never  hard ly

ever  used the  I  anguage a t  a l  I  .

M: D' id your father ever ta l  k about how Mexicans were t reated by Anglo

Americans here?

No.  He  and  I  d idn ' t  have  to  do  tha t  because . . .  We d idn ' t  have  very

much o f  tha t  ta lk  a t  home a t  a l l  o r  a t  the  o f f i ce .  I  used to  go  in to

h ' i s  o f f i ce  and he lp  h im out  in  there ,  as  a  s tenographer ,  you  know.  And,

o f  course ,  most  o f  the  comp' la in ts  they  had were  jus t  law compla in ts

about  p roper ty  o r  schoo ls  o r  th ings  l i ke  tha t .

And you a t tended schoo ls  here  
' loca11y?

I  a t tended puc l  i c  schoo ls  loca l l y  here .  I  a t tended a lso  Pa lmore  Co l lege,

one o f  the  bes t  co l leges  in  Nor th  Amer ica ;  a t  the  t ime i t  was  cons idered

one o f  the  bes t  ones .  I  went  down there  to  s tudy  Span ish .  And I  g rad-

uated  f rom there  in  commerc ja l  sub jec ts - -Bookkeep ing ,  S tenography '
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Span ish ,  a r rd  so  fo r th .

What  do  you reca l '1 ,  what  inc idents  s tand ou t  f rom your  ear ly  schoo l

years ,  in  e lementary  schoo l?

Wel l ,  what  s tands  ou t  most  was tha t  I  was  in  h igh  schoo l  two years ,  and

there were on' ly two Spanish American students at  that  t ime. And I  was

not mistreated in any way, but there was some way that they ta lked to

you,  you know,  and you had pre t ty  d i f f j cu l t  t jmes to  ge t  together  w ' i th

o ther  peop le  because we were  a ' lways  f igh t ing .  In  schoo l ,  you  know,  in

the  grammar  schoo l ,  we used to  take  s ides  and a  bunch o f  us  Mex ican

guys  wou ld  go  to  one corner ,  and the  Amer icans  / toZanother r  and i t  was

jus t  f i gh t ing  a l l  the  t ime .  And  then  when I  go t  to  h igh  schoo ' | ,  we  d idn ' t

ge t  to  f i gh t ing  a t  a l l ,  bu t  the i r  a t t j t udes . . .  So  I  to ld  my  fa ther

I  d idn ' t  want  to  go t  to  schoo l  anymore ,  and he  sent  me to  the  Durham's

Co1 lege,  wh ich  they  had here ,  commerc ia l  courses  a1so,  then f rom there

I  went  to  Pa lmore  Co l lege; ,  and In te rna t iona l  Bus iness  Co11ege,  I  a lso

a t tended tha t .

What  was  the  a t t j t ude  o f  the  s tuden ts ' i n  h igh  schoo l ,  the  Ang lo  s tuden ts?

Wel l ,  jus t  the  way they  looked a t  you ,  Vou know,  and then the  way they

t rea ted  you in  the  c lass .  0 f  course ,  I  wasn ' t  t rea ted  wrong,  bu t  you

can see when you ' re  no t  wanted ,  you  cou ldn ' t  have any  f r iends  there  tha t

were  wor th  a  durn .  Th ' i s  o ther  fe l la  and myse l f  had to  be  ius t  the  on ly

ones that went together to the school  and then come back home. And what

you want  in  schoo l ,  Vou want  to  have a  lo t  o f  peop le  to  ta lk  to  you,  Vou

know,  have f r iends .  And they . . . tha t ' s  the  on ly  bad t rea tment  I  go t .

rCause we used to f ight  a1l  the t ' ime, you know. I  used to be a good

scrapper  a t  tha t  t ime,  too .  When any th ing  went  wrong,  oh ,  you  know,  I

M:
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j us t  had a  l i t t le  f i s ted  engagement  there  and tha t  was  .  (Laughter )

Tha t ' s  a l l  tha t  I  cou ld  say  abou t  tha t ,  because  I  wou ldnr t  l e t  them. . .

Whjch I  had a father,  Vou know, he was prom' inent here,  and the teachers

wou ldn ' t  dare  to  do  any th ing  wrong because they  wou ld  have a  compla in t

on  the i r  han is .  Bu t  i t ! s  no t  l i ke  go ing  to  schoo l  and  hav ing  f r iends

and  ge t t ing  in to  the  ac t i v i t i es  o f  the  schoo l .  When you  a re  i so la ted . . .

So  I  d idn ' t  ge t  to  comp le te  schoo l  a t  a l l ,  I  i us t  wen t  to  h igh

school  two years.

D id  you have Mex ican f r iends  in  h igh  schoo l?

Wel l ,  the re  was  on ly  one .

In hi  gh schoo' l  ?

In  h igh  schoo l .

Just  younsel  f  and one more?

That rs  r igh t .

What happened to al l  the other Mexicans from you neighborhood?

Wel l ,  the  Mex icans ,  they  d idn ' t  go  to  h igh  schoo l  a t  a l l ,  ha rd ly  any .

At that  t ime, i t  was pret ty expensive for  them to do so, and they were

very poor peop' le most ly.  And some of them went away from El Paso to

study 7| in ot f rerT places, Vou know.

What did they go study when they lef t  El  Paso?

We11,  I  don ' t  know.

Bus iness  courses?

Usua l ly  we took  bus iness  courses ,  you  know,  a l l  the  way th rough '  l i ke  I

d id .  You wou ld  p repare  yourse l f  fo r  tha t .  And i f  you  cou ld  ge t  a  iob

as  a  c le rk ,  you 'd  be  do ing  pre t ty  good.  'Cause they  wou ldn ' t  g ive  you

a job  i f  they  had any  Ang1o.  And the  wors t  par t  o f  i t  was ,  the  Ang ' los

M .
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here  Were  the  I ta l i ans ,  the  Bu lgar ians ,  the  F rench ,  the  Eng l i sh ;  and  a l l

the  races  o f  the  wor ld  Were  "g r ingos , "  and the  on ' l y  Mex icans  were  us .

Why,  we were  in  a  he l l  o f  a  shape.  t l Je  used to  f igh t  w i th  a ' l l  the  races

of the wor ld in El  Paso that I  can remember,  'cause nobody wanted to be

a Mexican, Vou know. And then they went to the s ide of  the Anglos here

in  E l  Paso .

Who went to the s ide of  the Anglos?

We' l l ,  the  d i f fe ren t  races  we had here  in  E l  Paso.  I f  you  were  I ta l ian ,

you went  a longs ' ide  theAng ' los  and we ca l led  you "gr ingo. "  And the  French

came over here,  and the same thing. Nobody wanted to be a Mexican. So

we had one race  aga ' ins t  a l l  the  o thers .  That ' s  the  way tha t  they  used

to  take  advantage o f  us .  And then the  Mex ican peop le  here  d idn ' t  know

Eng l ish  in  the  f i rs t  p lace .  The on ly  th ing  tha t  they  had known in  the i r

l i fe  was Span ish ,  and bad)y  spoken.  And many o f  them d jdnr t  know how

to  read,  as  I  sa id  a  wh ' i1e  ago.  That  was one o f  the  drawbacks  we had.

Today you f ind  the  same th ing ;  you  don ' t  have to  go  very  fa r .  You see

I ta l jans  lThey /  speak  Eng l ish  we l1 ,  and they  ac t  l i ke  Amer icans .  And

you 've  go t  a  Mex ican,  he 's  a  fo re igner  to  you,  boy ,  and I  don ' t  mean

maybe.  You s t i l l  see  those th ings ,  very  marked ly .

Were there Mexicans in those days who wanted to pass themselves of f  as

Ang l  os?

They 'd  be t te r  no t l  (Laughter )  They 'd  be t te r  no t ,  o r  we 'd  gang l id  on

h' iml No, nobody wanted to be a gr ingo then. They hated the doggone

gr ingosasmuch as  they  ha ted  us .  t l |e  a l l  was  f igh t ing  a t  the  schoo l

grounds; and sometimes We even had to go to their  bSrr ios,  you know, and

f igh t 'emover  there ,  and somet imes they  came to  ours .  I t  was  /w i th7

M:
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rocks  o r  wha teve r  we  cou ld ,  w i tn  f i s t s .

t ime -

I t  was very pronounced at  that

h lou ld  you say  tha t  d isc r rmina t ion  was very  p ronounced tn  those days?

0h,  heck  yeah .  De f in i te l y .

what can you remember,  what events?

Wel l ,  one s t r i k rng  event  tha t  I  can  reca l l  r igh t  now is  about  my w i fe .

f r i l  second w i fe  was a  gr inga f rom luboocr ,  Texas .  She had a  l i t t le

s is te r ,  a  Very  p re t ty  s is te r ,  and her  s iS ter  came to  E l  Paso,  and she

s tayed jn  Lubbock  work ing  there .  And my w i fe - -we l '1 ,  she  wasn ' t  then my

wi fe ,  bu t  the  one tha t  was  la te r  on  my w i fe - -she heard  tha t  her  s is te r

was go ing  around w ' i th  some Mex ican guys  here ' in  E l  Paso.  So the  f i rs t

chance she had she took the t ra in and she came to El  Paso to take her

back .  And then she mar r ied  me,  she s tayed here .  And then I  asked her  la te r

oh ,  I  sa id ,  "Why d id  tha t  happen? What  had a  Mex ' i can  done to  you?"

She says ,  "We l l ,  B i ' 11 ,  you  don ' t  unders tand . "  She  says ,  " In  Lubbock '

Texas, the only Mex' icans we knew were being brought in f rom l4exico.

They  had bur lap  bags  around the i r  1egs ,  and they  hard ly  had any  pants

on,  and d i r ty ,  jus t  l i ke  an ima ls .  l , . le  thought  tha t  a l l  the  Mex ' i cans  were

jus t  exac t ly  the  same.  i  go t  to  E l  Paso and I  f ind  ou t  tha tyouhave

very  beaut i fu l  peop le  here . "  So she mar r ied  me and then she was very '

very fp iendly towards Mexican peop' le and Mexicans towards her,  and they

loved her  a l l  th rough her  l i fe .  Because she used to  go  to  convent ions ,

and she used to  he lp  me a  lo t  in  LULAC.  That 's  the  one example  I  can

g ive  you tha t  was  very  s t r i k ing ;  even my w i fe  thought  tha t  about  the

l4ex ican peop le .  She says ,  " I  d idn ' t  know any  be t te r . "

But  tha t  example  takes  on  a  very  pos ' i t i ve  tu rn  and the  resu l ts  a re  good.

M:
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0h,  yeah ;  o f  course .  De f jn i te l y .

Can you th ink  o f  o ther  examples  where  the  resu l ts  d ' idn ' t tu rn  ou t to  be

good?

Wel l ,  fo r  example  a t  Beaumont  Hosp i ta l ,  where  I  was  work ing  w i th  the

government,  I  used to be in charge of  personnel .  And people f rom El Paso

whom I  knew very wel l  had veny n' ice looking boys, except their  name was

Mar t inez  or  /Fometh ing  l i ke  thaV;  we had to  g ive  them jobs  tha t  were

much more  jn fe r io r  to  the  ones  tha t  the  gr ingos  had,  fo r  example .  And

I  wanted  to  b reak  tha t  hab i t  o f  those son o f  a  guns  th ink ing  tha t  the

Mex ican can on ly  ge t  lower  jobs .  So Iwas  the  f i rs t  one tha t  empioyed

a T lu lex icaU . le rk  in  Beaumont  Hosp ' i ta1 .  But  I  was  cer ta in  tha t  I  had

put somebody down there in much beyond the capaci ty for  that  posi t ion.

So the  f j rs t  man I  pu t  in  there ,  they  were  c razy  about  h im;  good look ing

boy  and we l l  educated .  (He 's  s t i l l  here . )  Rna a f te r  tha t  they  used to

te l l  me,  "The  f i r s t you get a  guy  l i ke  F l j ke  ove r

there . "  And then a f te r  I  pu t  the  f j rs t  one,  j t  was  very  s imp le  fo r  me

to  LgeLT p len ty  o f  Mex ican g i r l s  as  c le rks  and as  bookkeepers ,  and what

we needed there .  There  was no  prob lem a f te r .  Bu t  i t  had  to  take  a  long

t ime,  and you had to  be  smar t  enough.

For example,  we had two messes, General  Mess and Detachment Mess.

And they had the worst  k ind of  Mexicans there,  so they used to k ick

them around and insu l t  them.  So I  had to  f ind  ou t  how' in  the  he l l  I

cou ld  f i x  up  the  mat te r .  So  the  on ly  way I  cou ld  f i x  up  the  mat te r

was  to  h i re  two  p r i ze  f i gh te rs ,  one ' in  one  p lace  /and  one  in  the  o ther /

and then pu t  them in  charge o f  the  messes .  And I  sa id ,  "We ' |1  you have

to  be  very  care fu l .  I 'm go ing  to  pu t  you  over  there  and you ' re  go ing

F :
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to  have  a  lo t  o f  t roub1e .  Bu t  be  sure  tha t  you ' re  on  the  r igh t  s ide ;

donr t  take  any  sh i t  f rom anybody.  But  i f  they  deserve  i t ,  jus t  whack

the  he l l  ou t  o f  them.  I ' l l  be  respons ib le ,  I ' l l  see  tha t  no th ing

happens to  you. "  And tha t  happened,  too ,  you  know.  (Chuck les)  So

after that  a l l  the Mexican kids had a very good t ime working there and

were  sa t is f ied ,  and the  cond i t ions  changed en t i re ly .

I  knew tha t  the  gr ingo. . . the  reason tha t  they  were  pre t ty  smar t -

a lecky  about  us  too  was tha t  they  were  b ig ,  they  were  ta l l ,  and  the

Mex ican peop le  were  very  smal l  a t  bhat  t ime,  much more  smal le r  than

they are 5"O. There very few guys that were of  your bui l t  and that

were  b jg  enough to  de fend themse lves .  My k ids ,  fo r  example ,  a re  about

ha l f  a  foo t  ta l le r  o r  a  who le  foo t  ta l le r  than I  am,  too .  So you had

to  use  your  common sense in  o rder  to . . .  Bu t  I  can ' t  pu t  tha t  in  tha t

l j t t l e  ske tch  I  gave  you ,  because ,  I  though t  you  sure  d jdn ' t  wan t  any

of  tha t  ba loney .

0h ,  tha t ' s  very  impor tan t .  That ' s  no t  [ :a loney l  (Laughter )

And somebody had to  do  someth ' ing ,  and I  d id  the  r igh t  th ing .

My wife one t ime, we went down to a LULAC meet ' ing.  I t  was a very

important meet ing;  I  th ' ink some lad' ies wanted to jo in LULAC and we were

al l  together,  and we were supposed to go to see someth' ing about LULAC

or  the i r  io in ing  or  someth ing .  But  i  had  to  go  some o ther  p lace  and my

w ' i fe  sa ' id ,  "Le t  me go ,  8 i11 . "  I  says ,  "We l1 ,  they '11  k i11  you  there ,

boy l  They  ha te  the  he l l  ou t  o f  you  gr ingos l  You 'd  be t te r  no t  go . "

She sa id ,  "Don ' t  you  wor ry  about  tha t .  I ' l l  a t tend to  ' i t .  "  So  she

went in there,  and I  says,  "You know what to do anyway, Vou knol  about

LULAC work  anyhow.  Probab ly  you '11  ge t  together  w i th  them,  bu t  I  doubt
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i t . "  So  when I  went  back ,  and the  o ther  fe l lows went  back ,  there  she

was laugh ing  to  beat  the  band w i th  a l1  the  doggone ga ls  in  there .  To

show you tha t  she  loved the  Mex ican peop le ;  bu t  tha t rs  a f te r  she  knew

who she  was  dea l ing  w i th .

But  there  are  lo ts  o f  inc idents  I  w ish  now tha t  I  wou ld  have taken

care of ,  but  there were so many of  them. I  said before,  we used to

meet once a week, and then within the week we had to do work for  LULAC,

we were  do ing  th ' i s  and do ' ing  tha t .  Bu t  j t  was  someth ing  tha t  we were

supposed to  do ,  and we were  no t  b ragg ing  about  i t ,  say ' ing  we d ' id .  The

way tha t  LULAC worked,  p rev ious  to  LULAC,  you d idn ' t  see  any  Span ish

Amer ican organ iza t ion  or  Mex ican organ iza t ion  tha t  amounted to  a  damn

th ing ,  o r  tha t  las ted  fo r  a  long t ime.  And we wanted  LULAC to  las t

because tha t  was  the  on ly  chance we had,  a t  leas t  one organ iza t ion  to

keep on  f igh t ' ing .  fhe  lo the f  o rgan iza t ions  began f igh t ing  aga ins t

each o ther .  And the  po l i t i c ians  who were  here ,  o f  our  race  /who/  had

good pos i t ions  here ' in  E l  Paso,  they  were  jus t  the  scums o f  the  ear th ,

ac tua l l y ,  and they  were  the  ones  tha t  were  lead ing  these peop ' le  to  vo te

fo r  somebody e1se.  That ' s  the  on ly  th ing  tha t  they  wanted  to  do .  LULAC

had a  d i f fe ren t  way  o f  f igh t ing  d isc r im ina t ron .  You never  d id  hear  o f

us  in  a  r io t  o r  hav ' ing  in  the  papers  tha t  we d id  someth ing  wor thwh i le .

hle kept i t  quiet .  And what we used to do was, / ' i f7 there was anything

wrong in  anyp lace ,  the  schoo ls ,  fo r  example ,  then we wou ld  ge t  the  fac ts

and see f i rst  whether we were r ight  or  wrong. Now when we knew that we

were  on  the  r igh t  t rack  and we knew tha t  we had a  good compla in t ,  whether

i t  was  schoo l  o r  any th ing  e ' l ser  we then wou ld  see the  b ig  shots - - they

were  ac tua l l y  po l j t i c ians ,  tha t ' s  what  they  were .  And we went  to  them'
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a commit tee went to see them, and presented our facts and said,  "We can

p r o v e  o u r  c h a r g e s ; "  a n d  t h e y  c o u l d  f i x  i t  u p  j u s t  a s  e a s y  a s  t h a t .  l , r l e

h a d  n o  t r o u b l e -  I n  o t h e r  w o n d s ,  w e  d i d n ' t  h o l l e r  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  w e r e

do ing  a t  a l l .  And you ' l ' l  see  tha t  LULAC wasn ' t  very  we l l  known fo r

tha t  reason- - I  mean a l l  over  the  count ry .  0 f  course ,  they  knew i t

here because LTJLAC had been here for  a long t ime. But we could accom-

p l i sh  a  lo t  o f  good  by  go ing  a t  i t  the  r igh t  way .  The  po l i t i c ians ,

because some of us were k ind of  important,  Vou know, they wouldn' t  dare

not  he lp  us ' i f  they  knew tha t  we were  r igh t .  We th rea tened many t ' !mes,

"We ' l l  go  to  the  papers  w i th  th i s  charge  here  i f  you  won ' t  l i s ten  to

us. But I  know that you can correct  i t . "  And they promised to correct

' i t  and  they  d id  so ;  and we were  sa t is f jed .

You jo ined LULAC around 
. |933.

1932.

What  caused you to  jo in  LULAC?

We11,  jus t  about  tha t  t ime I  used to  beamember  o f  th ree  ve teran 's

organ iza t ions .  What  made me jo in  LULAC was tha t  about  tha t  t ime (Machuca

was the one who did i t )  they brought some pamphlets about LULAC and

they showed us the code of  LULAC, which is one of  the pret t ' iest  codes

tha t  I ' ve  ever  seen,  much be t te r  than the  Const i tu t ion  o f  the  Un i ted

Sta tes .  (Because the  Const j tu t ion  ' i s  a  bunch o f  l ies  anyhow.  I t  s ta r t -

ed  w i th ,  "We ' re  go ing  to  be  f ree , "  and they  d ' idn ' t  cons ider  the  l legroes

at  tha t  t jme,  o r  the  Mex icans ;  they  were  cons ider ing  those peop le  who

came f rom Eng land when they  sa id  tha t  a l l  Amer icans  wou ld  be  f ree . )

And I  fe l l  ' i n  love  w i th  the  code,  the  LULAC code.  And then the  a ims

and purposes ,  wh ich  r igh t  now there  are  25  ( l  have them there  in  Span ish

M:
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a n d  E n g l  i s h ) ,  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  p r e c i s e  a s  t o  w h a t  y o u r  a i m s  a n d  p u r p o s e s

was in  becoming a  LULAC member -

A n d  t h e n  b e s i d e s ,  t h e n e  w a s  n o  p o ' l i t i c s  i n v o l v e d  i n  L U L A C  a t  t h a t

t ime.  0 f  courser  you have to  ge t  a  l i t t le  b j t  /Tnvo lvegz  in  po l i t i cs

in order to get where you want to go.

l -hen I  went  to  Dad and I  asked h im,  "Dad,  here 's  an  organ iza t ion ,

I  th ink  i t ' s  a  wonder fu ' l  o rgan iza t ion ,  and  they ' re  o rgan iz ing  now. "

I t  was  about  1929.  "What  do  you th ink  about  my jo in ing  i t? "  He says ,

"We l l ,  the  on ly  th ing  you  have  to  remember  i s  one  th ing :  th i s  i s  a  f i ne

work ,  wonder fu l  work ;  bu t  don ' t  pay  a t ten t ion  to  the  Const i tu t ' ion  now.

Pay a t ten t ion  to  the  men who are  fo rming  th is  c lub  here .  And i f  these

peop le  a re  in  the re  / ce r ta in  po l i t i c iang / ,  don ' t  you  io in  LULAC because

you cannot  io in  LULAC,  because you ' re  go ing  to  ge t  in  t roub le  in  your

job  w i th  the  government ,  because the  government  w i l l  no t  a l low you to

be  in  po l  i t i cs .  So ,  i f  these  peop le  a re  the re ,  don ' t  j o ' i n . "  So  I

went  to  the  meet jng ,  and sure  enough,  there  were  about  l0  o f  them,  and

my father had told me not to have anything to do with them. So I  to ld

Machuca and the  res t  o f  them why I  d idnr t  want  to  jo in .  I  says ,  "When

you  ge t  r jd  o f  these  peop le  here ,  I ' l l  j o in  you  and  I ' l l  be  g lad  to

jo in  you. "  So then in  1932- - i t  took  them tha t  long  in  o rder  to  ge t  me

to become a member.

l, 'Jho were these people?

Wel l ,  these peop le  were  Gi r6n ,  fo r  example ,  theywereMontoya,  they  were

the Alderetes here in El  Paso who were Democrats,  and they had control

o f  a l l  these Mex ican peop le  tha t  used to  l ' i ve  in  South  E l  Paso and

Ys le ta  and Socor ro  and San E l izar io .  But  they  were  l j t t le  men here ,

M:
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they /weren' ! /  very much in comparison to what the gr ingos were; they

were  be ing  managed by  the  gr ingos  by  g iv ing  them jobs  as  deput ies  and

c lenks  in  the  count  and th inqs  l i ke  tha t .  And those were  the  ones  tha t

my father to ld me /about when he told m o / not  to  jo in ,  because they

wou ld  ge t  me jn  t roub le .  And o f  course ,  they  were  the  b ig  shots .

Those peop le  were  no t  fu l l y  qua l i f ied  to  do  any  o f  the  work  here  fo r

the  Mex ican peop ' le  a t  aJ1 ,  o r  fo r  the  Amer icans  a t  the  t ime.  They  jus t

tnu ! /  l i t t le  iobs  a t  the  cour thouse tha t  d idn ' t  amount  to  a  damn th ing .

And that 's the b ' iggest,  most ' important th ' ing we had at  that  t ime here

jn  E l  Paso .  They  were  no t  en t i t l ed  to  any th ing ' l i ke  tha t ,  bu t  the

Americans had thern there and they wanted a job,  and they had to do

whatever the other people to ld them to do.

How was i t  that  LULAC got r id of  these peop' le?

! ' le ' |1,  I  asked Machuca several  t imes. For three years he tr ied to get

me in  there ,  and I  to ld  h im,  "As  long as  you have these peop le  here ,  I

won ' t  da re  come in  here . "  I  says ,  "Bu t  i f  you  ge t  r id  o f  them. . . "  And

Machuca was working then for the government,  he had an important job

there .  l le  was  an  Immigra t ion  o f f i cer ,  I  th ink .  (And hers  a  p re t ty

smar t  boy . )  And  he  says ,  "We l l ,  when  I  ge t  r i d  o f  those  peop le ,  we ' l l

come around and see you aga in . "  But  I  guess  he  go t  together  w i th  a  few

of  the  o ther  peop le ,  because Gdmez was very  much a  po l i t i c ian  h imse l f

a t  tha t  t ime.

Modesto GSmez?

Modesto Gdmez, yeah, He didn' t  te l l  you about that? Modesto 0dmez was

a b ig  po l i t i c ian  here  a t  one t ime.  He worked hard  fo r  po l i t i cs .  I  can

show you a  le t te r  there ,  tha t  he  was the  one respons ' ib le  fo r  ge t t ing  my
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boy ' i n  Annapo l i s  and  Wes t  Po in t .  I  go t  a  l e t t e r  f rom h im the re  tha t

he addressed to Thomason.  And of  course s ince Modesto was one of  the

big shots here as far  as vot ing was concerned,  why,  Thomason was a very

good  f r i end  o f  h i s .  And  I  go t  t he  l e t t e r  t ha t  pu t  h im  th rough ,  t h rough

Modes to .

M .
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tr.

So then you jo ined

1932, and I  stayed

year to the next.

What were some of

tha t  you  jo ' ined?

j n  1  932?

ther"e for  about  30 years,  consecut ive ly  f rom one

M: the  issues  tha t  LULAC was jnvo lved in  a t  the  t ' ime

0h ,  he i l . . . (Chuck les )

That  was r igh t  a t  the  Depress ion .

We11,  yeah ,  tha t  was  a t  the t jme,  too .  We had  a  lo t  o f

i ssues .  As  I  sa id  be fore ,  we were  very  lucky  to  so lve  most  o f  them.

The  bas ic ' i ssues  tha t  came in ,  th ' i s  ha t red  o f  peop le  aga ins t  the  o ther ,

i t ' s  taken a long t ime to  e rad ica te  i t se l f .  I t  hasn ' t  been easy .  Now,

my boy ' in  schoo l ,  fo r  example ,  he  doesn ' t  speak  Span ish ,  and  they  don ' t

even know that he's a Mexican. The other boy the same way, he marr ied

an Amer ican g i r ' l  f rom Minnesota ,  go t  two g i r1s .  And he 's  k ind  o f  a

smar t  boy ,  so  he  won ' t  have any  t roub le .  He never  d id  have t roub le ,

I  suppose,  as  fa r  as  h is  be ing  a  Mex ican is  concerned.  i  don ' t  know,

he never  d id  compla in  to  me about  any th ' ing .

Do you think Mexicans here ' in El  Paso have progressed?

0h ,  he l l . . .  I t  wou ld  be  a  wonder  i f  we  had  a ' lawyer  o r  a  doc to r ,  o r

any  o f  those iobs  tha t  you  see.  Dozens o f  our  peop le  here  tha t  a re

doc tors  and lawyers  and judges ,  you  d idn ' t  see  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .
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And then the peopl e that go to school , you knoy,1, they go to school , by

gosh ;  and  they  m igh t  be  d iscn im ina ted  once  in  a  wh i ' l e ,  yes r  bu t  I  don ' t

hean any discr iminat ion now as I  used to anyhow. The quest ' ion is that

wages tha t  a re  be ing  pa ' id  a re  much h igher .  They ' re  lower  than most  o f

the  p laces  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  bu t  many o f  oun peop le  a re  mak ing  very

good money. And they don' t  have to be lawyers,  e j ther,  to make money

nowadays .  The i r  w ives  are  work ingn the i r  k ids  a re  work ing .  You go  ' in to

the  s to res ,  you  know,  and you see jus t  Mex ican g i r l s  most ' l y  there .  You

don ' t  even know whether  you ' re  ta lk ing  to  one or  no t .  So  there 's  been

a tremendous change here and elsewhere about the Mexican people,  but

there  are  s t ' i l l  a  lo t  o f  th ings  to  be  done.

M:  What  was the  tu rn ing  po in t  in  b r ing ing  about  many o f  these changes

that you not ice now?

F:  Wel l ,  I  be l ieve  tha t  the  most  impor tan t  o f  a l l  wou ld  be  educat ion .  The

boys  are  ab le  to  go  to  schoo l  in  h igher  educat ion ,  and tha t ' s  what 's

made i t  much better for  the Mexican people here.

When do th ' ink  th ings  s ta r ted  chang ing?

0h,  ' i t ' s  been very  g radua l  to  me,  very  g radua l  .

Can you ident i f y  any  par t ' i cu la r  per iod  when you s ta r ted  no t jc ing  these

c hanges ?

Wel l ,  I  be l ieve ,  fo r  example ,  tha t  the  war  changed  i t  a  lo t ;  tha t ' s

dur ing the Second lTor l ! /  War,  when our people used to go to Europe,

you know,  and they  were  t rea ted  l i ke  Amer ican so ld ie rs ;and they  rea l ' i z -

ed then that the other races were not any much better than they were.

They came back and they asserted their  r ights wj th more force, Vou know.

I  th ink  tha t  vvas  one o f  the  bas ic  th ings  tha t  happened here  tha t  long
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ago. And then of  course educat ion has brought a chang,)  because, as I

to ld  you,  when I  was  a  younger  fe l la  most  o f  those peop le  tha t  we had

h e r e ,  s o m e  v e r y  n i c e  p e o p l e ,  t h e y  d i d n r t  k n o w  a  w o n d  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  a l l ,

and some of them didn' t  want to learn i t .  And now, everybody knows

Eng l ish .  So you can communica te  w i th  the  o ther  peop ' le .  That  has

brought a great change. And the fact  that  so many peopl  e have inter-

mar r ied  to  a  g r inga,  my g i r l  i s  mar r ied  to  a  gn ingo,  too ;  I  have another

boy marr ied to a gr inga. My boy and my gir l ,  they went to col lege, to

the universi ty,  and they're smart  enough to defend themselves now by

knowledge  o f  Eng l i sh ,  knowledge  o f  wha t  they ' re  tak ing .  Bu t  i t ' s  been

so  g radua l .

What  I  th jnk  i s  wrong w i th  the  peop le  here  in  the  Un j ted  Sta tes ,

our  peop le  here . . .  Le t ' s  7 | take  as7  an  example  here  in  E l  Paso .  When

I  was a  young fe l low,  the  peop le  I  worked w i th ,  they  were  very  n ice

peop le ,  Span ish  peop le  most ly .  t ^ londer fu l  peop le .  h le l l ,  the  "Ch icanos"

were another sort  of  people.  They were not our peop' le;  they were

Mex icans ,  bu t  the  Ch icano was the  wors t  k ind  o f  Ch icano you can have.

They were laborers,  Vou know, farmers,  or  people who didnrt  know how to

read  o r  wr i te .  Tha t  k ind  o f  peop le ,  we  des igna ted  as  "Ch icano . "  Bu t

no t  us ,  we never  d id  des ignate  us  as  Ch icano a t  a l l .  Now th is  new word

is  very  popu lar  now.  When you re fe r  to  someth ing . . .  L ike  once I  sa id ,

"Bueno,  es  ch icano. "  And you don ' t  ge t  o f fended by  tha t .  (Chuck les)

And in  those days ,  peop le  wou ld  ge t  o f fended?

I  don ' t  th ink  so  now;  they  wou ld  have go t ten  o f fended a t  one t ime because

we used to  ca l l  them ch icanos .  But  we were  o f  course  h iqher  on  the

sca le .  (Chuck les )
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But  what  I  f ind

you don ' t  have to  go

th is - -and you can see ' i t  r igh t  here  in  E l  Paso,

Ca l  i fo rn ia  o r  Ar izona or  anyp lace .  Here  in  E l

Paso  you  have  so  many . . .  L i ke  say ,  the  c i t y  o f  Socor ro ,  we ' l l  t ake  a

p lace  l i ke  tha t .  You had some se t t le rs  here  in  the  E l  Paso va l ley  and

they ' re  gone,  because why? Because cond i t ions  a t  tha t  t ime were  very

poor  and they  went  to  Ca l i fo rn ' ia ,  espec ia l l y  Ca l j fo rn ja ,  and used to

get betfer wages in Cal j fornia;  you know that,  everybody knows that.

So the  peop le  tha t  were  l i v ing  here  have moved.  Then,  who has  rep laced

them? The ones that come from Mexico, see? People who were in the con-

d i t ion  tha t  our  peop le  were  here  in  be fore .  Then these peop le  ge t

pre t ty  smar t  themse lves ,  you  know,  and they  go  to  Ca l i fo rn ia  o r  Ch icago

or  sornep lace ;  so  more  peop le  come in ,  and no t  on ly  to  be  in  the i r  p1ace,

but a great big number,  much over the ones we had here have come from

Mex ico .  Those peop le  have to  ad jus t  themse lves  to  cond ' i t ions  here ,

isn ' t  tha t  r igh t?  They  have to  ad jus t  themse lves  to  cond i t jons  here

and they  have to  learn  Eng l ish ,  they  have to  p repare  themse lves .  And

out  they  go  in to  o ther  par ts  o f  the  count ry .  So j t ' s  a  th ' ing  tha t ' l l

never  end .  Abso l  u te ly ;  i t ' s  ac tua l ' l y  an  invas ion  o f  th i s  coun t ry  here .

About  the  Mex ican peop le ,  you  cou ld  ca l l  i t  a  Mex ican jnvas ' ion  jn to  the

Un ' i ted  Sta tes .  How many have we go t  now? S ix  mi l l ion  peop le  here  in

the  Un ' i ted  Sta tes?

F ive  mi l l  i on ,  i l l ega l l y .

One o f  these days  they ' '11  dec la re  war  aga ins t  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and t ry

to  secede one o f  these daysn you know.  (Laughter )  gu t  tha t ' s  the j r

cond i t ion .  Now,  i f  the  peop le  wou ld  s tay  here  permanent ly  and have

be'Lter jobs,  and better pay-- they wou' ld have better pay and better iobs

1 S

to
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because the  peop le  wou ld  see to  i t  tha t  they  d id .  They  wou ldn ' t  go

away and leave the i r  hometown jus t  fo r  the  sake o f  do ing  i t .  These

peop' le would be prepared and educated and f f iavy'  good jobs and al l  that ;

okay. / - Iha! /  would be the ideal  th ing for Lrs.  But th is th ing is coming

jn  and  go ing  ou t ,  coming  and  go ing ;  th i s  i s  wha t  messes  the  s i tua t ion

for us,  because people that  come from over there,  you can pay them any

amount of  wages you want.  !_Tf yogT RaV two-something an hour,  you can

get  one fo r  a  do l la r  over  there .  In  o ther  words ,  the  Immigra t ion  has

not  been ab le  to  cont ro l  tha t  s i tua t ion  nor  w i l l  they  cont ro l  i t  in  the

fu tu re .  Now,  what  i s  go ing  to  happen? I  don ' t  know.

Th is  word  "ch icanor "  was  tha t  used when you were  a  young man,  when you

were a boy?

I t  was  used ' in  tha t  par t i cu la r  sense,  when we wanted  to  say  tha t  he  was

no good.

But  you remember tha tbe ing  used l i ke  tha t  when you were  a  boy?

0h ,  yes .  I  wou ldn ' t  re fe r  to  you  as  a  ch icano ,  fo r  examp ' le ,  you  wou ldn ' t

re fe r  to  me as  a  ch icano,  by  any  means,  because tha t  was  a  d is t inc t

c lass  en t i re ly ,  the  ch icanos  f ron  the  Span ish  Amer ican or  whatever  you

ca l l  i t .  F i rs t  we had the  Span ish  Amer ican,  nex t  came the  Mex jcan

American. And then the people that  came here f rom Mexjco at  that  t ime

never did want to become Americans whatsoever,  they just  wanted to be

Mex icans .  They  were  proud o f  be ing  Mex icans ;  what  fo r ,  I  don ' t  know.

My w i fe  i s  f rom Mex ico- -she 's  an  Amer ican c i t i zen  now--and su f f ,e red

qu i te  a  b i t  i n  i l ex ico - -no  hous ing ,  no  iobs ,  no  no th ing  fo r  the  g i r l s  in

Mex jcoa ta ] l .Theyhave tocomeoverhere ,YoUknow,dS- ,

fo r  examp' le ,  and God on ly  knows what  happens to  those g i r l s .  The low

M:

F :



FLORIS Page 18

M:

F :

M:

F :

w a g e s  t h e y ' r e  p a y i n g  t h e m ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  p a y  t h e m  h a r d l y  a n y t h i n g .  A n d

y o u ' 1 1  f i n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  g o i n g  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  b e c a u s e  C a l i f o r n i a

is  a  s ta te  where  they  can employ  them.  Thene ane fanms thene where

they  can h i re  these peop le ,  and o then p laces ,  o f  course .

Go ing  back  to  your  h igh  schoo ' l  days ,  Mn.  F lo res ,  a re  there  any  par t i cu-

la r  inc jdents  tha t  s tand ou t  in  your  m ' ind  in  h igh  schoo l?

No.  I  ius t  went  to  schoo l  and came back  home to  p lay  jus t  as  fas t  as

I  cou ld .  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t  a t  a l l .  I  never  d id  ca re  fo r  h igh  schoo l

here  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  par t i cu la r  t ime.

What do you remember about your neighborhood?

t, . le l l ,  in our neighborhood i t  was di f ferent.  We had the tracks between

us a l l  the  t ' ime,  and they  usua l ly  d jd  name the  south  s ide  /as7  the

Mex ican s ' ide .  And most ly  we a lways  1  j ved  on  the  Amer ican s ide .  Here

in El  Paso the American side was from San Anton' io Street or Del  ta,  /Trorn/

Second Ward towards the north;  that  was the

we always 1 jved there.  But there were many

f rom the  nor th  s ide .

Amer ican s ide there.  And

other  peop le

/Pause/

G6"rnez was l  i v ing  h imse l  f  on  the  Mex ican s ' ide  most

o f  the  t ime because he 's  go t  h is  bus iness  there ,  and he  go t  very  much

' in te res ted  w i th  us ,  w ' i th  Bow' ie  H ' igh  Schoo l  ,  ' i n  LULAC's  dea l  ings  w i th

Bow' ie .  He had h is  boys  and h is  g ' i11s  a t tend Bowie .  I  used to  c r i t ' i c i ze

h im fo r  i t ,  I  remember .  I  sa id ,  "What  do  you mean by  send ing  your  k ids

to Bowie High when you could send them to the north s ide any t ime you

want  to . "  He never  d id  agree to  tha t .  He s tayed f i rm,  tha t  he  was

go ing  to  he lp  Bowie  and tha t  h ' i s  k ids  were  go ' ing  to  g raduate  f rom there .
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I  sa i  d ,  " i^Je l  I  ,  theyr l  
' l  

graduate but  theyr l  1  get  themsel  ves probably

I ike them to get . "

/Pause/

M:  Mr .  F lo res ,  I  want  to  ask  you a  ques t ion  about  the  word  "ch icano. "

When was the f inst  t ime that you heard th is word?

We]1 ,  I rve  heard  the  word  "ch icano ' r  ever  s ince  I  was  a  very  sma11 boy .

But ,  as  I  sa ' id ,  the  ones  tha t  we re fe r red  to  as  ch icanos  were  peop le

who wene very poor,  and very unt idy,  and people of  the worst  sort ,  you

know.  And those,  we re fe r red  as  ch jcanos .  The o ther  peop le  were  no t

re fe r red  as  ch icanos  a t  a l l ;  they  were  re fe r red  as  Span ish  or  l lex ican

Amer icans .  And,  1os  mar ihuanos,  we had a  lo t  o f  man ihuanos a t  tha t

t ime too ,  Vou know.  They  were  one o f  the  c lasses  tha t  were  inc luded

in  the  word  "ch icano. "  The word  "ch icano"  jus t  popped up  jus t  a  few

years  ago.  Now i t ' s  app l jed  to  a l l  members  o f  the  Span ' i sh  and Mex ican

race.  And there 's  where  you have your  d iv is ions ,  too .  A l l  these pro-

grams tha t  you  see on  the  T .V.s ,  tha t  you  have by  Ch icanos  are  te r r ib le

examples  o f  the  Span ish  and Mex ican cu l tu re .  We don ' t  want  to  see

those k inds  o f  shows;  a t  leas t  I  don ' t  want  to  see them.  I  want  to

see someth ing  rea l  n ice ,  you  know.  l l l e  have n jce  th ings  to  p resent  to

the  pub l ic .  The peop le  who are  manag ing  those programs,  too ,  Vou known

the i r  Span ish  / l !7  bad,  and so  js  the i r  Eng ' l i sh .  But  the  programs them-

selvesr you have to have some expert  to take hold of  those programs and

presen t  to  the  pub l i c  someth ing  tha t rs  n ice  abou t  our  peop le .

How do you feel  about the Chicano Movement?

l , . Je l l ,  what  I  fe l t  about  the  Ch icano Movement ,  th is  i s  when i t  was  com' ing ,

I  knew what  was coming,  because I  was  r igh t  jn  do ing  LULAC work  and c iv ic

M:
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work at  that  t ' ime. And our pol  icy was, as I  to ld you before,  that

LULAC wou ld  do  a  lo t  more  fo r  our  Mex ' i can  peop le  i f  we wou ld  cont inue

do ing  what  we d id  be fore ,  ins tead o f  r io ts  and th ' i s  and the  o ther .  And

I knew that as soon as these people were to get hold of  money to help

the  Ch icano a long,  tha t  th is  k ind  o f  Ch icanos  were  go ing  to  take  over .

And I  le f t  LULAC a t  jus t  about  tha t  t jme,  because I  thought  tha t  what  they

shou ld  have done was to  have g iven the  prominent  LULACeTs and the  peop le

who had been working before for  so many years money jn order for  them

to cont inue their  work,  rather than just  throw away the money to people

who,  we l1 ,  were  no t  educated ;  they  were  no t  peop ' le  who cou ld  represent

your  peop le  a t  a l l .  And  i  though t  tha t  the re  wou ld  be  r jo ts ,  and  th is

and the  o ther ,  i f  we cont inued to  be  do ing  f i ke  the  b lack  peop le  were

do ing .  For tunate ly ,  we haven ' t  had any  o f  tha t  here ,  except  on  very

few occas ions  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  and South  Texas  and so  fo r th  and so  on .

Bu t  thechange  came jus t  abou t  
. |965 ,  

I  be l ' i eve ,  i f  I 'm  no t  m is taken ,

and jus t  about  tha t  t ime I  le f t  LULAC,  because I  d ' idn ' t  want  to  be

there  to  f igh t  w i th  any  o f  those groups .  Frank ly ,  speak ing  to  you,  I ' l l

say  tha t ,  because I  knew tha t  ins tead o f  go ing  up  we were  go ing  to  go

down. But,  however,  there was one thjng that we never did have before--

we now had money,  Vou know,  and prev ious ly  these peop le  cou ldn ' t  have

done  any th ing  abou t  our  peop le ' i f  they  wou ld  have  worked  j t  a l l  ou t  on

the i r  own.

Do you think the Ch' icano l4ovement has done any good?

l , le11 ,  I  thought ,  and I  s t ' i l l  th ink ,  tha t  the  Ch icano l t {ovement  has  done

a lo t  o f  good,  o f  course ,  ' cause they  have had the  money to  do  a  few

l i t t l e  th jngs ,  they  have  exc i ted  the  peop le  a  l j t t l e  b ' i t .  Bu t  I
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rhought ,  and I  s t i ' l l  th ink ,  tha t  what  we needed was to  be  fo rce fu l ,

and the  on ly  ones  tha t  cou ld  do  tha t  wou ld  be  tha t  k ind  o f  peop le ,  you

know,  so  they  cou ld  ge t thepeop le  to  see  exac t l y  wha t ' s  in  the i r  wards ,

you know,  and where  they  were  1 iv ' ing .  L t lLACs wou ld  have never . . .we

don ' t  l i ke  to  be  parad ing  and  say ing ,  " I 'm  Ch icano , "  and  hav ing  the

Mex ican f lag  and a1 l  tha t  ba loney ,  you  know.  I  know tha t  tha t ' s  the

on ly  way to  accompl jsh  th ings ,  because some b ig  o f f i c ia l  f rom Wash ing ton

to ld  us ,  he  says ,  "R io t ,  burn ,  o r  do  whatever  you want  to ,  bu t  do  i t l

Because  i f  you  don ' t  do  i t ,  and  Wash ing ton  doesn ' t  see  abou t  you ,  you ' re

los t . "  Tha t ' s  the  way  he  ta lked  to  us .

Who was that?

That was Humphrey.

Humphrey?

Yes,  s ' i r .  When he was here  he  to ld  us  tha t .

He told you to go out and demonstrate?

Demonst ra te ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .  /He sayg/ ,  " I f  we don ' t  hear  f rom you guys

jn  Wash ing ton ,  then  you ' re  los t .  Do  someth ing  tha t . . . "

Gets the word back?

That ' s  r igh t .  And  I  d id  be l ieve  tha t  he  was  r igh t ,  because  /s ' i nce  the

demonst ra t ionr /  now a l l  the  co l leges  have pre ference fo r  co l lege educa-

t ion  fo r  our  peop le .  I  d jdn ' t  have any  t roub le  t ry ing  to  ge t  by  boy

/Tnto  co l1ege/ .  They  gave h im $ . |0 ,000 in  the  Un jvers i ty  fo r  h im to

con t inue  h is  educa t ion .  Jus t  l i ke  tha t ,  he  went  in  the re ,  because  he

was o f  a  minor i ty  g roup.  And he  to ld  me,  he  says ,  "That ' s  the  on ly  way

I  can  ge t  someth ing  ou t  o f  these doggone th ings ,  th rough the  Ch icano

Movement . "  He  says ,  " In  our  schoo l ,  wha t  the  wh j tes  a re  comp la in ing
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/abou i /  the  most  i s  tha t  the  o ther  peop le ,  the  Ch jcanos  and the  minor i ty

groups are gett ing far  much better money and they're being pushed by

the  government  more  than the  gr ingos . "  So he  go t  in  there  tha t  way ;

' cause he  knew what  he  was do ing ;  bu t  I  d id  no t  know what  he  was do ing

over there at  the t jme. But I  know now that that 's exact ' ly  what helped

h im a1ong .  I f  we  d jdn ' t  have  tha t  movement ,  p robab ly  I  wou ldn ' t  have

got ten  h im T iTnto  co1 leg t .  I  had a  I  i t t le  _  _  ,  o f  course ,

bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  I  ever  wou ld  have go t ten  h im in  Co lumbia ,  anyhow.

In  Co lumbia  Law Schoo l ,  r igh t  now?

Yeah.

Cou ld  you go  back  and te l l  me about  the  d i f fe ren t  jobs  tha t  you 've  had

s jnce  you 've  been a  youth?

We11,  I  s ta r ted  be ing  a  manager  o f  an  employment  agency ,  Arv iso  Company.

I  was  bookkeeper  and genera l  manager ,  and I  d id  every th ing  in  the  o f f i ce .

But  I  was  the  manager  because the  owner  d idn ' t  even know how to  read,  so

I  had to do al l  the work that  was to be done. Then I  went to the Army,

as  I  sa id  be fore ,  and jmmedia te ly  I  was  taken in to  the  o f f i ce  as  a  sec-

retary of  the adjutant and the commano' ing of f icer;  and the sergeant

major at  that  t ime was a big o1d guy. And then I  became a medical

s tenographer ,  and do ing  au topsy  work ;  d jd  a  good job  ou t  o f  tha t .  And

then I  le f t  the  Serv ice  as  a  sergeant  and then I  go t  a  job  as  a  Span ish-

/Eng l ishT s tenographer  w i th  Orane Bro thers  in  Noga les ,  Ar izona.  I  s tay-

ed  there  fo r  about  s jx  months .  In  the  meant ime they  ca l led  me back  to

the Army, to the medical  department.  Not tothe Army, I  was within the

Army but  I  was  a  c iv i l ian  employee.

How long were you in the Army?
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Two years and three months.

That was dur ing l^ lor ld War I?

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

And then they  ca11ed you back  as  a  c iv i l ian?

They ca l led  me back  as  a  c iv i l ian  employee,  yeah.  And then they  were

bu i ld ing  th is  new Beaumont  Genera l  Hosp i ta l ,  then we rnoved f rom there

to  Wi l l i am Beaumont  Genera l  Hosp i ta l  i n  Ju ly  1 ,1921 ,  I  be l ' i eve  i t  was .

And then from there,  I  was a bookkeeper,  I  was a stenographer,  I

was  a  Span ish-Eng l ish  t rans la to r ,  And then the  hosp i ta l  began to  g row

and grow.  I  had been in  charge o f  a  smal l  g roup o f  employees ,  so  as

the  number  o f  employees  inc reased.  0 f  counse,  I  had d i f fe ren t  jobs

there  to  con tend  w i th  in  the  jobs  I  he ld  the re .  As  a  c i v i l i an ,  I  had

the  job  as  Ana lys t ,  Pub l i c  Re la t ions  0 f f i ce r ,  P lacement  0 f f i ce r ,  and

f ina l l y  I  became D i rec to r  o f  C jv i l i an  Personne l .

For  the  who le  hosp i ta l?

For  the  who le  hosp i ta l .  We had there  any t ime f rom 300 up  to  1500 peop le .

t r lhen  you f i rs t  s ta r ted  work ing  in  the  hosp i ta l  ,  what  pos i t ions  d id

Mexicans occupy there?

l , le ' |1,  when I  started working at  the hospi ta l  there,  when we moved to

Beaumont ,  we had cooks ,  we had ass is tan t  cooks ,  we had laborers ,  we

had mess a t tendants  (who 'd  work  in  the  mess) ,  and we had ward  a t ten-

dan ts  ( those  who wou ld  work ' i n  the  wards ) - - in  the  men ia l  pos i t i ons .

And most ly those that we employed were /of /  Spanish or l4exican extract ion.

How was the  job  s i tua t ion  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime fo r  Mex icans?

That 's  when you f i rs t  s ta r ted  work ing  a t  the  hosp i ta l?

No,192 . | .  Bu t  abou t  1928 , '29 ,  these  peop le  who  were  work ' i ng  the re '
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the  Mex ' i can  peop le  who were  work ing  there ,  were  ac tua l l y  ge t t ing  good

sa lar ies  fon  about  e igh t  years  dur ing  the  Depress ion .  And you had to

be lucky  to  ge t  a  job ,  no t  on ly  in  Beaumont  Hosp i ta l ,  bu t  a lso  here  in

town.  In  o ther  words ,  there  was a  te r r i f i c  scarc i ty  o fwork fo r  anybody.

So in  the  grades  tha t  I  have to ld  you,  I  d idn ' t  have any  t roub le  t ry -

ing  to  ge t  very  n ice  and in te l l igen t  Span ish  Amer ican peop le  work ing

for  us ,  a t  the  lower  wage;  they  were  g lad  to  ge t ' i t .

And then we kept  on  growing ,  and,  o f  course ,  I  had the  fo r tune o f

h i r ing  a  lo t  o f  very  n ice  peop le  and I  was  t ry ing  to  ge t  peop le  in  the

c le r ica l  pos i t ions ,  /FecauseZ they  were  the  ones  tha t  were  a lways  pa id

more everywhere. And I  d jd not know how to do i t .  I  t r jed several

ways to put the f j rst  one jn there.  And I  a l ready related to you that

the only way I  d id i t  was that I  had a very smart  boy and the chief  of

the medical  service wanted a secretary,  d stenographer there for  h is

p lace .  So f rom ward  a t tendant ,  I  pu t  th is  man there  as  a  secre tary .

I  knew he was very,  very capable of  doing the job,  and I  just  wanted

to prove to them that there were a few people of  our extract ion who

cou ld  do  the  jobs .  So,  I  pu t  h im there ,  and then everybody was ask ing

me to see i f  I  could f ind a man /Tor thenl .  L ike the major of  the

medica l  serv ice  there  in  the  hosp i ta ' l  ,  he  says ,  " I  w ' i sh  you 'd  ge t  h im,

because  I  hear  he 's  a  ve ry  good  man. "  "0hr "  I  says ,  " I  go t  l o ts  o f

peop le  l i ke  tha t .  F i rs t  chance  I  ge t ,  I ' . | 1  pu t  one  o f  them in  the re . "

So that 's the way that I  got  /TtarteqT. Once I  put  a man in there that

was capab le  o f  do ing  the  job  and they  I  i ked  we l l ,  r , rhy ,  j t  was  an  easy

th ing  to  pu t  our  peop le  in  any  o f  the  pos i t i ons  I  had  in  the  hosp i ta l ,

because there  were  many o f  them:  carpenters ,  we lders ,  d r jvers  o f  au to-
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mob i les ;  we l i ,  the re 's  lo ts  o f  them,  you  know.  And  I  never  d id  have

any  t roub le  p lac ing  our  peop le  the re  a t  a l l .

Dur ing  the  Depress ion ,  MF.F ' lo res ,  I  have  read  tha t  a t  t imes  Mex icans

wene f i red  f rom jobs  so  tha t  these iobs  cou ld  be  g iven to  Ang los .  Do

you recal  1 any of  that?

Wel l ,  I  was  k ind  o f  1ucky ,  I  guess ,  because  dur ing  the  t ' ime  tha t  I  was

there ,  no th ingIi
and they  l i ked  me very  much,  and they  to ld  me what  po l j c ies  to  fo l low,

and  I  d id  fo l l ow them to  the  le t te r .  When any th ing ' l i ke  tha t  came up ,

I  was there to defend these people--not as a Mexican American, but as

a  worker  in  the  job .  I  found to  my sa t is fac t ion  tha t  i f  you  t rea ted

every  race  and everybody the  way you shou ld ,  tha t  you  yourse l f  w i l l

never  ge t  in  t roub le .  Once you beg in  favor ing  a  cer ta in  g roup or  cer -

ta in  peop le ,  why ,  then  there 's  where  your  t roub le  beg ins .  Bu t ,  the

people that  I  worked for were very wel l  sat isf ied wi th my work and they

never  d id  g ive  me any  t roub le  as  fa r  as  tha t ' s  concerned.  I  p robab ' l y

was  very ,  ve ry ' l ucky .

What  about  in  the  town i tse l f ,  ou ts ' ide  o f  the  hosp i ta l?  Do you reca l l

any  peop le  under  tha t  s i tua t ' ion- -ge t t ing  la id  o f f  so  tha t  Ang los  cou ld

ge t  the i r  j obs?

No.  There  were  lo ts  o f  those cases ,  bu t  I 'm no t  in t imate ly  in fo rmed

about f tnefr .  I  know what I  read in the papers and what we heard in

the  LULAC meet ings ,  wh ich  was the  organ jza t ion  we had fo r  so  many years .

Severa l  th ings  l ' i ke  tha t  came up;  and then i f  we cou ld  he lp  them out ,

we d ' id .  And we were  success fu l  in  most  o f  the  cases  tha t  we took  up .

L ike  in  the  ra i l roads ,  there 's  p len ty  o f  records  to  show tha t  the  Mex icans
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there wene very much discr iminated upon. A,nd not only nai lnoad compa-

n ies ,  there  were  a  lo t  o f  o ther  compan ies .  That  was the  hab i t  o f  those

peop le ,  do ing  those th ings  to  the  Mex ican peop le ,  anyhow.

leausgT

For  example ,  in  the  ra j l roads  there  was a  lo t  o f  d isc r im ina t ' ion

against  employees of  Mexican extnact ion.  And then i t  was the same every

o ther  p1ace,  because tha t ' s  the  way they  used to  t rea t  our  peop ' le .  And

' i t  was . . .we  had  to  be  sa t ' i s f i ed .  I f  you  were  no t  sa t i s f  i ed ,  they 'd

k ick  you ou t  and h ' i re  somebody e1se.  But  spec i f j ca l l y  I  don ' t  remember

any  cases  where  tha t  wou ld  happen.  I  remember  about  the  ra j l roads

because I  had some fr iends there that knew they could never get anywhere;

they  had to  be  apprent ices  as  long as  they  1 ived,  there ,  w i thout  be ing

promoted to better jobs.

How did the Depression af fect  you personal  1y?

We11,  I  had  the  f ines t  j ob .  (Chuck les )  I t  d jdn ' t  a f fec t  me any  a t  a l l ,

because I  had a very good job.

You kept  your  job .

I  kept my job and was being paid by the government,  you know, and I

though t  I  go t  a long  jus t  swe l l .  So  i t  d idn ' t  a f fec t  me any  a t  a l l .

How did i t  af fect  the t t lexican community in general  here?

ln le11,  somet ' imes I  wou ld  be  dr iv ing  in  a  car ,  you  know,  and see some o f

my fr iends with a hoe jn the' i r  hands or a shovel  in their  handsr . - . . . . - -  who

had never  seen a  shove l  be fore .  And you cou ld  see them on the  s t ree ts

everywhere .  A i1  your  f r iends  were  in  a  he l l  o f  a  shape.  And I  knew

that  many los t  the i r  homes,  fo r  example .  Not  on ' l y  our  peop le  los t

the i r  homes;  many o f  the  Ang ' los  los t  the i r  homes,  too .  But  there  was
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no jobs and they had to put th is l^ lPA jobs .  But  the

ones tha t  were  ho ld ' ing  those jobs  as  usua l  wou ld  be  Mex jcan Amer icans .

You wou ldn ' t  see  very  many Amer icans  ho ld ing  those jobs .  They  were

g iv ing  them bet te r  jobs ,  I  suppose,  because you wou ldn ' t  see  them on

the  s t ree t  work ing  l i ke  the  o thers .  When you see a  cer ta in  c lass  o f

peop le  ius t  work ing  L t - i l  cen ta in  lower  jobs ,  you  can imag ine  r igh t  away

tha t  there 's  d isc r im ina t ion  somewhere .

In  those days ,  d id  you go  to  Judrez  much?

Almost every day. That was what we al l  used to do--go to Judrez and

come back; have one or two beers and then come back over here to El

Paso .

You went  down there  main ly  fo r  recrea t ion ,  re laxa t ion?

Jus t  recrea t ion ,  to  ta lk  to  the  f r iends  over  there .  'Cause everybody

used to meet fover thereT. People f rom El Paso used to be there,  you

know. We used to meet our f r iends there in Judrez.  There were very

cord ' ia l  re la t ions  be tween the  Judrez  peop le  and the  E l  Paso peop le  a t

the  t ime.

D id  you do  any  shopp ing  over  there?

No,  there  was no  need o f  us  to  be  do ing  any  shopp ing .  We 'd  leave i t  up

LTgT the people who came to El  Paso to buy those old hats,  Jou know,

and  those  l i t t l e  t r i nke ts  and  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  a l l  ou r  t rade  was  be ing

done here.  We used to go down there to eat,  of  course, d lot  of  t imes;

bu t  as  T far  as  buy ingT c lo th jng  or  shoes  there ,  I  don ' t  remember  any

t ime we d id  tha t .  And my f r iends  d idn ' t  do  tha t  e i ther .

Dur ing  the  era  o f  Proh ib i t ion ,  d id  you go  down there  o f ten?

Jus t  as  o f ten  as  I  'm te l  
' l  
i  ng  you.  (Chuck l  es  )
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Every day? (Chuckl  es)

t,Jell, we used to go downtown and meet each othey, /_an!_7 I says, "hlh.y

don ' t  we go  to  Judrez?"  That  was the  on ly  th ing  we d id  tha t  we en joye .d

a lo t .  Remember  tha t  du r ing  those  t imes ,  I  th ink ,  you  cou ldn ' t  c ross

the  br idge a f te r  9 :00  o 'c lock ,  and somet imes the  fe l las ,  you  know,  they

were  a  l j t t le  la ie  and they  had to  s tay  in  Judrez  fo r  tha t  n igh t .  Bu t

then  they  changed  i t  to  l2 :00  o ' c lock ,  i f  I 'm  no t  m is taken .  And  there

were a lot  of  people who would go across f rom here.

t^ las i t  pret ty wi ld in Judrez in those days?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  never  thought  tha t  i t  was  w i ld .  They  had

dancers,  you know, and they had shows, and there were a lot  of  American

peop le  there  who f requented  the  shows.  Yeah,  I  th ink  tha t  they  were

more tolerant towards the tour ist  people at  that  t ime /Than7 t f rey Li"{

now in  Judrez .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t  I  cou ld  remember  any th ing  e ' l se  on

tha t  score  a t  a l l .  In  o ther  words ,  a l l  the  peop le  tha t  you  cou ' ld  see

in  Judrez ,  they  were  f rom th is  s ide .  They  were  your  f r iends ;  and bes ides

tha t ,  you  had f r iends  in  Judrez .  And there  was hos t i l i t y ,  o f  course ,

aga ins t  our  peop le  here ,  you  know,  l i ke  there  a lways  has  been,  f rom

the Mex ican c j t i zens  jn  Judrez  towards  the  peop le  here ,  espec ia l l y  i f

you ' re  a  Mex ican Amer ican.  They  have d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t  you  jus t

fo r  the  reason tha t  you  are  a  g r ingo,  and they  don ' t  l i ke  i t  a t  a l l  tha t

you 've  come over  here  and become a  gr ingo.  You don ' t  here  about  i t  a t

a l l ,  o f  course .

I  had a  f r iend  (he  looks  l i ke  an  Amer . ' i can)  and he  go t  in  t roub le

wi th  a  po l i ceman in  one o f  the  danceha l ls  there .  And then he  to ld  the

po ' l i ceman,  "Es te  g r ingo es taba hab lando en  cont ra  de  nosot ros ,  los
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mex' icanosr  .L  por  6so le  E i7 qn d iab. la4o."  Wel l ,  the po l iceman took

the o ther  guy,  and d idn ' t  take th is  o ther  fe l la l  But  ' i t  was a  I  ie i

Th is  fe l l a  was  a  f i gh te r  and  he l j ked to  ge t ' i nvo lved  in  th ings  l i ke

tha t .

Mr .  F lo res ,  were  you  in  E1  Paso  in  l916?

Yeah.

Do you remember  the  t ime when Pancho V i l la  invaded Co lumbus,  New Mex ico?

I  was  here  in  E l  Paso.

There were two things that happened in the f i rst  part  of  that  year that

I  wonder i f  you might remember something about them. In January of  1916,

Pancho  V i l l a ' s  t roops  k i l l ed  18  eng ineers  in  San ta  I sabe l ,  Ch ihuahua .

Some o f  those eng ineers  were  f rom E l  Paso,and the i r  bod ies  were  sh ipped

here. El  Paso in general  was very upset that  that  had happened. The

Ang lo  communi ty  was very  angry  a t  Pancho V i11a,  and a t  Mex icans  jn

genera l ,  and a t  one t ime there  were  a  thousand Ang ' los  who organ ized

themselves into a mob and they were marching down to South El  Paso to

clean out the Mexican community.  Do you remember anything about that?

That 's  news to  me.  I  know there 's  a  lo t  o f  inc ' iden ts  where  Amer icans

were  k i l1ed  by  Pancho V i l la  there  in  l t16x ico ,  and tha t  the  peop ' le  were

very ,  very  incensed about  i t .  Bu t  tha t  par t i cu la r  case about  the  thou-

sand men,  I  don ' t  remember  i t .  I  was  here .

When Pancho V i l la ' invaded Co lumbus about  two months  1a ter ,  E1 Paso was

aga in  very  upset .

F :  Wel l ,  o f  course ;  a ' l l  o f  the  Un j ted  Sta tes  was upset  about  tha t  .  That ' s

the  f i rs t  t ime,  I  th ink ,  o r  the  second t ime tha t  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  had

been ' invaded .  (Chuck les )  And  i t  had  to  be ' invaded  by  a  bunch  o f  band i t s l

F :
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But  you don ' t  remember  any th ing  about  tha t?

No,  I  don ' t .  i  remember  on ly  tha t  he  went  in  there  and shot  up  the

town and then he lef t .  And then Pershing went af ter  h im and never did

ca tch  h im.

Mr .  F lo res ,  many Ang lo  Amer icans  have a lways  he ld  the  a t t i tude  tha t

Mex' icans are lazy by nature.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

What  do  you th jnk  about  tha t?

Tha t ' s  the  b igges t  1 ie  they  ever  to ld ,  because ,  in  the  f i r s t  p lace ,  the

Mexicans thatwork-- I  don' t  know about now, but /The ones that/  used to

work,  laborers or what ever i t  was--were the f inest  and best workers

they  cou ld  f jnd  anyp lace  in  the  wor ld .  And a l l  the  hard  work  and a l l

the heavy work that  we had here was done by Mexicans. That never was

done  by  the  g r ingos  a t  a l l .  Where ' in  the  heck  can  they  say  a  th ing  l i ke

tha t  fo r?  When you wanted  a  job  done. . .  0 f  course ,  there  were  a  lo t

o f  lazy  guys ,  you  know,  l ' i ke  in  any  race ,  bu t  genera l l y  the  Mex ican

American or Span' ish American worker is a harder worker than the other

races  here  because they  had to  do  i t , I  suppose.  Whi le  the  o ther  peop le

were  lazy  as  he l l ,  our  peop le  had to  work ;  because i f  they  d idn ' t  work ,

why, they could k ick them out of  anyplace they were work ' ing.  I 've heard

of many, many cases where the Americans were loaf ing on the ;ob when

the i r  fe l low workers  who were  Span ish  Amer jcans  were  work ing  l ' i ke  he l l ,

and they knew that 1Tnefr were favored iust because they were whites.

Bu t  de f jn i te l y ,  I 'm  qu i te  su re  tha t  a l l  the  peop le  I  had  there  a t

Beaumont - -hundreds  o f  peop le- - I 'd  ra ther  have peop le  o f  my own race

there than an Anglo Saxon because the Anglo Saxon wouldn' t  work,  where
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our  peop le  wou ld .

Did you ever hear anybody say that Mexicans were lazy?

0h, I  heard that they were lazy and dir ty and many other nasty names

they  ca l led  them.  0 f  course ,  we a l l  heard  about  i t ,  even f rom our

Ang lo  Saxon f r iends .  We had to  pu t  them on the  r igh t  t rack  r igh t  a f te r

they  sa ' id  i t .

I  want  to  ask  you a  f jna l  ques t ' ion .  Do you th ' ink  tha t  Mex icans  here in

E l  Paso  have  mades ign i f i can tp rogress  in  the  las t  few decades?

0h,  i t ' s  t remendous.  Tremendous ly  so .  As  i  sa id  be fore ,  the  on ly  th ing

we had /"..g7 laborens here and farm workers. Now you can see every

p lace  you go  to  tha t  there  are  a  lo t  o f  our  own peop ' le  mak ing  money.

Because success ,  accord ing  to  most  o f  the  peop le ,  means whether  they ' re

mak ing  money or  no t ;  and the  peop le  who are  mak ing  money,  they ' re  suc-

cess fu l ,  and the  peop le  who do  no t  make money,  they ' re  no  good.  But

we have a  lo t  o f  doc tors  in  town,  we have a  lo t  o f  p ro fess iona l  peop le

here  ,  f i ke  yourse l f ,  fo r  example .  We have lo ts  o f  peop le  here  who are

earning good money. And I  bel ieve they have made a t remendous $-rogresV.

But  the  government  ac tua l l y  has  been the  one tha t  has  accompl ished

th is  fea t .  They  have he lped w i th  the  schoo ls ,  they  have he lped w i th

their  iobs,  they have helped with many programs they have. And I  even

be l ieve  tha t  the  Negro  causes  he lped our  peop le  a  heck  o f  a  lo t ,  too ,

by  the  r igh ts  they  had,  and th is  and the  o ther ,  and push ing  the i rse lves

and do ing ,  and |nak ing  o thers /  obey  the  Const i tu t ion ;  we were  ta lk ing

about  / tha t  be forp- / ,  you  know.  0 f  course ,  we don ' t  see  i t  here  in  the

Southwest because there are very few Negroes here.  But you can see

that ' in the Northeast and the l^ Iest  Coast that  they are gett ing their
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good jobs now and many of  them have better jobs than the whites can get '

because  o f  educa t ion .  Bu t  i t ' s  been  a  hard  c l imb,  and  a  lo t  o f  ha rdsh ip

ro  do  tha t .  Bu t  anybody cou ld  te l ' l  you  tha t  tha t ' s  so ,  tha t  s ta tement

i s  r igh t .  And  I  be l ieve  tha t  as  we  a re  a  l i i t l e  more  educa ted ,  we  w j l l

g row to  h igher  he igh ts .  In  th is  sec t ion  o f  the  count ry  here ,  we have

t l re governors and have very important people good

j obs ,  too .

Can you th ink  o f  a  par t i cu la r  per iod  when you began no t ic ing  tha t  Mex i -

cans  were  mak ing  s ign i f i can t  change?

Wel l ,  I  th ink ' i t ' s  s ince  abou t  10  years  ago ;  p robab ly  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e

less  than  tha t .  I 'm  no t  su re ,  bu t  dur ing  tha t  per iod '  I  th ink  i t ' s

]965 or  
. l960  

to  the  present  t ime,  I ' l l  say  tha t  they  have made s ign ' i f i -

can t  changes to  the i r  advantage.

Would  you say  tha t  up  to  Wor ld  War  I I  thene was very  l i t t le  p rogress?

I  sure ly  wou ld .  That ' s  when our  peop le  began to  be  much be t te r  o f f  than

they had been before.  That war,  for  some reason or other,  changed the

who le  aspec t  o f  the  s i tua t ion .  And I  th ink  i t  was  very  s ign i f i can t

because when these so ld ie rs  went  to  o ther  count r jes ,  we were  supposed

to th ink f they wereZ super ior  to us,  you know. And then when /we7 tr ied

to save them, you know, and tr jed to help them out,  they knew that

there  was no  such th ing  as  those peop le  be ing  any  be t te r  than the  peop le

tha t  went  f rom here .  So I  be l ieve  tha t  tha t  invas ion  o f  Europe and As ia

put  these peop ' le  on  the  a le r t ,  and tha t  j s  when they  began to  show tha t

they were not the people who were just  going to work as laborers.  They

a l l  began  a  l i t t l e  h igher  by  tha t  t ime ,  I  th ink ,  i n  the  iobs .  Many  o f

the people I  had at  Beaumont became off icers f rom ward at tendants,  f rom
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mess at tendants.  From the lowest grade in employment,  they became

off i  cers .

What  k ' ind  o f  o f f  i cers?

Army of f icers.  They demonstrated to these of f icers that  they were pret ty

good peop le  who cou ld  do  the  iob  ius t  as  we l l  as  anybody e lse .  But  the

quest ion  is  tha t they  hadn ' t  g iven  them before  tha t  l iber ty  where  they

cou ld  employ  those impor tan t  jobs .  But  thene 's  many o f  the  peop le  vvho,

oh, I  guess by the thousands here jn El  Paso who have advanced a great

dea l  jus t  because they  gave them the  chance now.  Prev ious ly ,  no  chance

was  g iven  to  them a t  a l l .

What  about  Wor ld  War  I?  Why d idn ' t  the  same th ing  happen in  l , lo r ld  h la r  I?

I  haven ' t  go t  the  leas t  i dea .  Bu t  I  d idn r t  see  any  change  r igh t  a f te r

i ^ lo r ld  lda r  I  a t  a l l .  I  was  in  i t .  P robab ly  tha t ' s  the  reason  I  d idn ' t

ge t  to  see how the  peop le  were  ge t t ing  a1ong.

Were there that many Mexicans in l , , lor ld l , r lar  I? Compared to l , . lor ld hlar I I ,

wou ld  you say  there  were  re la t i ve ly  few in  the  Serv ice?

tJe l l ,  I  don ' t  know abou t  those  f igu res  a t  a l l ,  I  haven ' t  go t  the  leas t

' idea .  But  I  th ink  tha t  they  had most  o f  the  Mex ' i can  peop le  here  in

the ci ty in the Army both in the First  t , . Iar  and the Second War.  Espe-

c ' ia11y  when they  had the  dra f ts ,  you- - they 'd  d ra f t  you  and you 'd  go .

And o f  course ,  they  rea l i zed  tha t  the  Mex icans  were  jus t  as  good f igh ters

as  any  f igh ters  in  the  who le  wor ld .  They  found ou t  by  the  repor ts  g iven

at  tha t  t ime by  genera ls  and everybody e lse .

I ' ve  run  ou t  o f  ques t ions .  Do you have any th ing  e lse  tha t  you  want  to

add to  the  in te rv iew?

I  haven ' t  go t  the  I  eas t
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t ' ime to ta lk to meM: Wel l ,  I  wan t  to

and share some

thank you very much for taking your

o f  your  exper iences  w i th  me.
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