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This  in te rv iew js  conducted  a t  the  address  o f  Juan i ta  Gaste ' |1o ,
200  Wel l i ng ton  Dr . ,  E l  Paso ,  on  November  18 ,  1977 .

t lhere  is  your  p lace  o f  b i r th?

I  was  born  in  Mesa,  Ar izona,

What  a re  your  paren ts '  names and the i r  background? Cou ld  you te l l  me

someth ing  about  tha t?

My mother rs  name is  Amal ia  G lor ia  Gonzd lez  and she was born  jn  Ar izona.

My fa ther rs  name ' i s  Amado L6pez Gaste l lo  and he  was a lso  born  in  Ar izona

in a l i t t le town named Guadalupe, which my grandfather at  one t jme owned.

My fa ther 's  paren ts - -my grandmother ,  Do lores ,  was  born  in  M6x ico  in  Mag-

da lena,  Sonora .  My grandfa ther ,  on  the  o ther  hand,  was a lso  f rom M6x ico ,

bu t  he  was  born  in  Sonora  in  a  p lace  ca l led  E l  R io  Yaqu i ,  where  he ' i s  a

member  o f  the  t r ibe .  0n  my mother 's  s ide ,  my grandfa ther  was born  jn

Zacatecas ,  M6x ico ,  and h is  name js  Juan Gonzd lez .  My mother 's  mother

was born  here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and her  name was Jes f is  G lor ia .

How did your grandparents get to the Uni ted States?

My grandmother of ten te l ls me the story that  she arr ived to the Un' i ted

Sta tes  because she was so  poor rand her  fami ly  was a lso  poor ,  tha t  a t  t imes

her  fa ther  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  buy  them shoes and he  wou ld  make them shoes

out  o f  cardboard .  So s jnce  my grandmother  was the  o ldes t  she  dec ided

tha t  she  was go ing  to  b r ing  her  who le  fami ly  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  and she

did.  Here she met my grandfather named Juan Gastel lo and she stayed and

she l i ved  where  what  j s  now Guada lupe.  My grandfa ther  used to  own a l l

tha t  land ,  so  she was we l l  o f f .  She was the  on ly  one tha t  s tayed in  Ar izona.

And the  res t  o f  her  fami ly ,  s ince  they  loved M6x ico  so  much l ' i ke  they  say

they did,  they went back; but my grandmother did remain here.

D id  she come by  1ega11y?

J :
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J :

GASTELLO 2

J :  No ,  she  came by  i11ega l1y .  She  c rossed  and  she  came.  She  d id  have  a  per -

mi t ,  bu t  she  was on ly  admi t ted  fo r  a  cer ta in  amount  o f  t ' ime.  But  then once

she got marr ied to my grandfather and since he was here before her,  she

got to stay.

P:  D id  she ever  te l l  you  about  what  happened to  her  c ross ing ,  be ing  an

i11ega l  a l ien  here  jn  the  Un i ted  S ta tes?

J :  No.  Seg she used to  te l l  us  tha t  the  border  wasn ' t  tha t  s t r i c t .  Every -

body could come and go as they pleased. But now since they started the

a l  i en  p rob lems,  i l 1  1ega l  a l  i ensn  i t ' s  ha rd  to  c ross .  Bu t  dur ing  those

t imes i t  took them qui te a long t ime to get to where we are now, but they

d id  c ross .

D id  your  mother  g row up here  or  in  M6x jco?

No, my mother grew up here and she was born here in the Uni ted States.

My fa ther  was a lso  born  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

So, that  means you were born here,  too?

Yes .

Cou ld  you  te l l  me a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  your  ch i ldhood ,  the  schoo ls  you

a ttend ed ?

One o f  the  schoo ls  tha t  I  a t tended was Guada lupe Schoo l .  That ' s  the  f i rs t

schoo l  tha t  we had in  our  communi ty .  In  tha t  schoo l  100 percent  o f  the

popu la t ion  was e i ther  Mex jcan Amer ican or  Ch icano (whatever  you want  to

ca l l  i t ) ,  o r  they  were  f rom the  Yaqu i  t r ibe .  That  schoo l  was  very  1ow

in  s tandards .  We d idn ' t  have  good  fac i l i t i es i  ou r  teachers  were  rea11y

bad and so a lot  of  us iust  got  up to the eighth grade. !_OI the ones

tha t  g raduated ,  s ince  tha t  was  the  grade tha t  they  shou ld 've  gone to ,  many

of  them dropped ou t  and a  lo t  o f  them d idn ' t  even want  to  cont inue h igh  schoo l .

There  was a  h igh  schoo l  in  tha t  a rea?

P:
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There  Wasn ' t  a  h igh  schoo l .  They  were  bused.  They  were  bUsed fo r  about

l0  mi les  jus t  to  a t tend a  h igh  schoo l .  That  was  the  f i rs t  h igh  schoo l ,

which was Tempe High Schoo' l  ,  and then af ter  that  they bui ' l t  a new high

schoo l  ca l led  McKuntuck  H igh  Schoo l .  So ,  they  were  bused there .  There

were  prob lems because they  d idn ' t  l i ke  us- - I  guess  because o f  the  co lo r

o f  ou r  sk in ,  because  we d idn ' t  know how to  speak  in  Eng l i sh  r igh t ,  o r

they  were  ius t  aggravat ing  us ,  pu t t jng  us  to  the  s ide .  So we were  bused

aga in  to  Tempe H igh  Schoo l .  And f ina l l y  there  was a  new schoo l  tha t  was

bu j l t .  Th js  wen t  on  fo r  a  long  per iod  o f  t ime .  We were  ius t  bused  back

and forth f rom thesetwo hjgh schools.  About four years ago there was

a  new h igh  schoo l  bu j l t  and  j t  was  ca l led  Marcos  de  N iza ,  wh ich  was

named a f te r  Fr ja r  Marcos  de  N jza  who was a  miss ionary .  S ince  the  schoo l

was named Marcos  de  N iza ,  a l l  o f  us  go t  to  be  sh ipped aga in .  We a t tended

that school  and ever s ince then we stayed there at  that  new school .  Last

year there was another school  that  was opened, que se l lama Corona del

Sol ,  and they wanted to bus al l  of  us f rom the community there to the new

school ,  but  the parents got together and they decided they were t i red of

hav ing  the j r  k jds  bused back  and fo r th  and back  and fo r th ,  so  they  s tayed

there .

In  the  beg inn ing  d ' id  the  parents  ge t  angry  o r  do  any th ' ing ,9o  to  the

government  to  he lp  the  s j tua t ion?

In  the  beg inn ing ,  you  know,  the  parents  were  usua l ly  f rom M6x ico  and so

they  rea l ty  d idn ' t  have a  say-so .  Many o f  them were  i11ega l1y  here  so

they  d idn ' t  want  anybody to  know they  were  here .  So they  rea l l y  d idn ' t

have a  cho ice  tha t  way .  And ye t  aga in ,  tha t  was  the  c loses th igh  schoo l

they  cou ld  a t tend.



P:

J :

D .

J :

P :

J :

GASTELLO

I  see-  l , r /as  ther  e  any  s ign i f i can t  o r  in te res t ing  event  on  inc ident  tha t

occur red  dur ing  the  t ime you were  ' in  schooJ?

In teres t ing  event?  l , t le1 l ,  I  don ' t  cons ider  them very  in te res t ing ,  bu t  I

can  te l1  you some o f  the  th ings  tha t  happened.  L jke  we were  fo rb idden to

ta lk  in  Tppan is f i J ,and any  t ime we d id ,  we were  e i ther  h j t  on  the  head or

th rown out  o f  schoo l  fo r  a  long t ime,  o r  we had to  pay  l i ke  f i ve  cents

for every /Spanistr/ word that was spoken.

You had to pay?

Pay  l i ke  a  n jcke l  o r  someth ing ,  so  i t  was  k ind  o f  fo rc ing  us  to  lea rn .

I  cou ld  unders tand tha t  we were  supposed to  learn  Eng l ish  because i t  was

the  language  used  here ,  bu t  I  don ' t  cons ider  tha t  i t  was  r igh t  s ince  our

language we knew a t  home was e i ther  Span ish  or  the  Yaqu i  d ja lec t  ca l led

"Ca j i ta . "  So many o f  us  had a  lo t  o f  t roub le  because we were  learn ing

our  th i rd  language ,  and  some were  on ly ' l ea rn ing  the i r  second  language .

What did they do i f  you d' idn' t  have the money to pay?

Usua l ly  we had to  s tay  a f te r  schoo l  and he lp  the  teacher  a round,  wh ich

was to  me a  who le  bunch o f  nonsense because the  on ly  t ' ime I  spoke Eng l ish

was a t  schoo l  and when I  go t  home I 'd  go  back  to  the  language wh ich  I

usua l  1y  know.

What  d id  the  pa ren ts  th jnk  o f  t ha t?

There  were  a  l o t  o f  pa ren ts  tha t  d idn ' t

t o  say ,  " l 'm  go ing  to  go  see  wha t  I  can

who  j s  a  r ead ing  spec ia l j s t ,  d i dn ' t  l j ke

was  r i gh t .  She  knew tha t  we  had  to  ta l k

but  yet  she d idn ' t  see why we had to be

l i ke  i t ,  bu t  ye t  they  were  a f ra ' id

do  abou t  th i s . "  And  l i ke  my  mother ,

tha t  because  she  d idn ' t  th ink  i t

i n  Eng l i sh  to  f i nd  ourse lves ,

pun ished fo r  someth ing  tha t  we

ourse lves  knew f rom the  beg inn ing .

Was there  any  o ther  inc jdent  tha t  k t 'nd  o f  s tands  ou t  in  your  m ' ind?
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J:  0n1y  th ings  l i ke  th i s :  L i ke  our  schoo l - - the  l i t t l e  schoo l  we  went  to

d idnr t  have  good  fac i f  i t i es .  0u r .  p laygrounds , " , l i ko  we  usod  to  p lay  ou t

in the street.  That was something big for  us.  l , le had one teeter- tot ten

or  th ree  swings  fo r  the  who le  popu la t ion  a t  the  schoo l ,  wh ' i ch  I 'm no t

rea1ly sune how many there were. I t  was rang' ing fnom kindergarten to

e ' igh th  g rade a t  the  t ime.  And so  dur ing  the  bus ' ing  they  s ta r ted  bus ing

Ang lo  k ids  in to  the  Guada lupe area ,  and as  soon as  they  go t  there ,  they

got  the i r  fac i l i t i es ,  they  go t  new bu i ld ings ,  they  go t  be t te r  teachers ,

they  go t  a  new pr inc ipa l ;  and to  me tha t ' s  jus t  be ing  pre jud iced because

we never got what we wanted even though some of the parents would speak.

And as  soon as  Ang ' lo  ch i ld ren  came in ,  they  go t  every th ing  new.  They 've

been ge t t ing  rea l  good fac i l i t i es  even up  to  th is  da te .  A  year  doesn ' t

pass by when they /_don' !7 g. t  something new for their  p laygroundn or

they  ge t  new read ing  mater ia ls ,  o r  th ings  o f  th is  sor t .

P :  In  the  schoo l  where  you a t tended,  d id  they  have any  Mex ican or  Span ish

surnamed teachers?

J :  As  fa r  as  I  remember ,  j t ' s  k ind  o f  sad ,  I  on ly  remember  about  two.

P: How were they to the chi ldren?

J :  They  were  very  what  you ca l l  Amer ican jzed.  They  were  f rom a  h igher  c lass

than us  and so  they  nea l ly  looked down a t  us .  They  weren ' t  w i l l i ng  to

he lp  us  ou t  so  we cou ld  ge t  a  be t te r  educat ion .  There  was on ly  one teacher

tha t  I  reca l l ,  and  shers  the  one  up  to  th j s  da te  who  j s  s t i1 l  f i gh t ing ,

t ry ing  to  te l l  everybody- -a l l  the  Ch icanos  espec ia l l y - - tha t  they  shou ld

attend school  so they can become better or better themselves in the school

system.

P:  Has she succeeded?



J :
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She has  succeeded up  to  th is  da te .  t ^J ' i thou t  her  I  don ' t  th ink  I  cou ld 've

got ten  as  fa r  as  I  have,  She a lways  to ld  me tha t  I  shou ld  go  on  to

schoo l  so  I  can  go  home and then he lp  those tha t  can ' t  he lp  themse lves  ou t .

Then she was real ' ly  a great help to you.

Yes ,  she  was .

Tha t rs  good .  Were  you  invo lved  in  many  soc ia l  ac t i v i t j es  jn  schoo l?  i f

so ,  descr ibe  them.

Soc ia l  ac t i v i t i es  a t  schoo l . . . .  h |e l l ,  my  paren ts  were  rea l l y  invo lved  in

schoo l .  There  are  seven o f  us  in  our  fami ' l y ,  bu t  they 've  a lways  wanted

the  bes t  jn  educat jon  fo r  us .  So they  were  a lways  invo lved in  PTA,  schoo l

ac t iv i t ies ,  and f ies tas  or  th ings  to  ra ise  money fo r  us  and fo r  the  schoo l .

I  wou ld  a lways  par t i c ipa te  jn  he lp ing  them out  jus t  so  we cou ld  ge t  th ings

for  ourse lves  and the  schoo ls .  L ike  someth ing  we rea l l y  en joyed do ing

was ge t t ing  money together  so  we cou ld  buy  th ings  to  p lay  w i th .

Can you te l l  me more  or  less  when you became f luent  jn  the  Eng l ish  language?

I  don ' t  th ink  I  am.  /GughterT  I  s t i l l  have a  lo t  o f  t roub le  to  te i l

you  the  t ru th .  I t rs  because a t  home we spoke th ree  languages.  I  speak

very  cu t .  I  speak  ha l f  Eng l i sh ,  ha l f  Span ish  and  ha l f  o f  the  d ja lec t .

I  don ' t  th jnk  I  know Eng l i sh  tha t  we l l .

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  the  da t ing  pa t te rns  among the  peers  in  your

conrmuni ty?

Dat ' i ng  pa te rns . . . .  0h ,  my  paren ts  a re  ve ry  s t r i c t  and  I  d jdn ' t  s ta r t  da t ing

t i l l  I  was  a lmost  n ine teen.  And i t ' s  very  d i f fe ren t  because a t  e jgh teen

everybody says ,  "You can do  what  you want . "  To  me,  i t rs  no t  r igh t  because

I  s t i l l  l i ve  under  my parents '  roo f  and I  s t i l l  have to  accept  what  they

say .  And  i f  i  don f t  l i ke  i t ,  we1 ln  I ' l l  move  ou t  o f  the re .  Bu t ,  up  to

th js  da te ,  I  donr t  th ink  they  are  very  s t r i c t  w i th  me.  Whenever  I  wanted

P:

J :

P :

J :

D .

J :

P :

J :



GASTELLO

to go out ,  whoever  I  was going to  date had to  come over  to  my house a few

t imes  so  my  fa the r  cou ld  speak  to  h jm  to  see  i f  he  was  a  good  boy .  Usua l l y

he  d idn ' t  wan t  me  to  go  ou t  bu t  he  wou ld  l e t  me  go  ou t  i us t  so  I  wou ldn ' t

SdV ,  " l ^ l e l l ,  Dad ,  I  don t t  see  why  I  can ' t  go  ou t ;  I rm  o ld  enough . "  Bu t

my  pa ren ts ,  t o  t h i s  day ,  s t i l l  t e l l  me  who  I  shou ld  mar ry .  To  me  i t ' s  ve ry

o ld  fash ioned  because  I  wan t  t o  f i n i sh  schoo l  and  be  on  my  own .  I 'm  a l ready

20  and  a  l o t  o f  my  f r i ends  ge t  mar r i ed  when  they ' re  15 ,  
' | 6 .  

And  eve rybody

th inks  I  am go ing  to  become an  o ld  ma id ,  because  they  choose  who  you  a re

going to  marry .

P:  Th ' i s  i s  common among the  t r ibe?

J :  Where  I  l i ve ,  yes .  They  s t i11  Sdy ,  "You are  go ing  to  mar ry  so

P:  What  do  the  g i r l s  say  about  tha t?

J :  They  rea ' l1y  don ' t  have any  cho ice .  They  have to  accept  whoever

going to marry or their  fami ly k jnd of  keeps them away i f  they

to marry.  My parents haven' t  chosen somebody for me yet and j f

and  so .  "

they are

dec ide  no t

they

d idn ' t l knowlwou ld .

Di  d they c hoose your s" i  ster '  s?

Yes,  she 's  mar r ied  bu t  Eh" {

So my parents  d jdn ' t  have any

Did  they  accept  th is?

Is  your  s js te r  mar r ied?

d idn ' t  choose  h im.  They  what  you  ca l l  "e1oped .  "

say-so .

They  d idn ' t  accept  i t  fo r  a  long t ime bu t  a f te r  they  rea f ized  what  had

happened. . .now they  dont t  th ink  th is  i s  r igh t .  My grandmother  i s  the  one

tha t  wor r jes  a  lo t  about  me.  Shets  a lways  ca l l ing  me to  her  house.  "Come

over  here .  I  want  you to  meet  so  and so  because he 's  here  and he 's  rea l

n ice  fo r  you ,  and I  know you ' re  go ' ing  to  en joy  your  l  i fe  w i th  h im. ' l  Bu t

r to r  I  donr  t  th ink  I 'm go ing  to  mar ry  h im.

How did you spend a typical  weekend?
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hleekends? I  l ived in a smal l  community.  0f  course, everybody's always

get t ing  mar r ied ,  everybody 's  hav ing  bab ies ,  and fo r  any  l j t t le  occass ion

everybody would make a big party.  I  dfdnrt  have to go out of  my town to

enjoy mysel f .  My t ' ime would be spent there at  the party or wi th my fami ly

and f r iends  dun ing  the  day .

Cou ld  you name some o f  the  soc ia l ,  cu l tu ra l ,  recrea t iona l  ac t i v i t ies

you at tended there?

0h,  yes .  We have qu inceaf re ras ,  o f  course .  That rs  very  common espec ia l l y

in  the  Mex ican househo ld .

Do they cel ebrate i t the same way they do here?

Yes,  more  or  less .  You s ta r t  ou t ,  o f  course ,  go ing  to  church ,  a  recept ion

fo l low ing  i t  and then a  b ig  dance.  Where  I  l i ve  they  rea l ' l y  don ' t  send

inv i ta t ions  ou t  because everybodyrs  inv i ted .  I t ' s  more  or  less  open to

the  pub l ic .  l , . le  wou ld  a t tend re l ig ious  ceremonies  wh ich  wou ld  be  l j ke  the

Vi rqen de  Guada lupe,  wh ich  is  our  pa t ron  sa in t ,  and our  church  is  named

after her.

What  day  is  a  b ig  day  over  there?

The b ig  day  over  there  is  Eas ter ,  the  s ta r t ing  o f  Eas ter ,  Lent .  We prac t ice

the  pass ion  o f  Chr is t  and what  the  miss ' ionar ies  taught  us .  l ^ le  make k ind

of  l ' i ke  our  own vers ion .

The miss ionar jes ,  were  they  Amer icans?

Yes. The f j rst  Francjscan pr iest  that  was there was Father Lucias and

he  s ta r ted  to  bu i ld  a  church ,  and ' i t  was  named La  V i rgen  de  Guada lupe ,  I t

was  bu i l t  a round  1904 .

Is i t  very much at tended there?

Yes. lde have the big church and we have what we

That  i s  usua l ly  used fo r  spec ia l  ceremonies ,  and

Guadalupe-- ' is  used for mass every week.

the Yaqui  Templ  e.

chu rch - -0u r  Lady  o f

P :

J :

P :

J :

ca l  I

t he
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inc lude?  Mar r i ages?

ce remon ies ,  ou r  Chr i s tmas

hlhen you say special  ceremonies,  what does that

No,  jus t  re l ig ious  ceremonies ,  l i ke  our  Eas ter

ceremoni es .

Cou ld  you descr ibe  some o f  the  ceremonies?

Yes .  I t ' s  l eng thy  bu t  I ' l l  t r y  to  descr ibe  j t  to  you  because  i t ' s  ra ther

d i f f i cu l t  to  unders tand i f  you 've  never  seen i t .  We s ta r t  o f f  when Lent

starts and we start  on Ash Wednesday. From there on,every Fr iday di f ferent

peop le  f rom the  communi ty  ga ther  and the  men dress  up  as  what  we ca l l

chapayecas .  They  dress  up ,  and they  have b lanketsover  the i r  bod jes  w i th

a  mask  over  the i r  head.  They  represent  ev i l  fo rces ,  o f  course .  A l l  th is

takes  p lace  . . l i ke  when the  miss jonar jes  wanted  the  peop ' le  to  know

someth ing ,  they  to ld  them about  i t  and  the  Yaqu i  peop le  came to  the  po in t

where  they  l i ked  what  they  were  l i s ten ing  to ,  espec ia l l y  the  s to ry  about

Chr is t ,  H is  c ruc j f i x ' ion  and H is  resur rec t ion .

So,  they  te l1  these men tha t  wear  the  masks  a l l  o f  i t ,  and  then they

ac t  i  t  ou t?

Yes,  see,  they  ac t  i t  ou t .  I t ' s  someth ing  tha t  they  handed down.  There 's

no wri t ten record about i t  and everything that they know is what they

remember f rom the past year.  So, they take the story about Chr ist ,  when

He was  born .  Dur ing  th js  t ime ,  Chr i s t  j s  i n  th ree  s tages :  as  an  in fan t ,

as  a  young man,  and as  an  o ld  man.  He 's  represented  th roughout  th is  t ime

and He takes  the  same p lace  w i th  Chr is t  be ing  c ruc i f ied  on  the  c ross  and

Pont ' i us  P i la te  goes  ou t  and  f jnds  H im.

So in  o ther  words ,  they  jus t  re -enac t  the  who le  th ing?

Yes,  they  re -enac t ,  bu t  they  speak  on ly  in  the  Yaqu i  d ia lec t  o r  in  La t ' in ,

s ince  what  was taught  to  them was in  La t in .  That  i s  a l l  they  know.

How wou ld  you  say  "He  i s  r j sen"  ' i n  Yaqu i  d ia lec t?
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J :  Le t  me jus t  te l l  you  some o f  the  th ings .  I r l l  g i ve  you  some o f  the . . . l i ke

' rhow are  you, "  s tu f f  I i ke  th is .  Every t ime you see somebody you say '

"D ' ios  em ch ian iawor"  wh ich  means "God be  w i th  you on  th is  day . "  And the

rep ' l y  wou ' ld  be ,  I 'D jos  em chocue, "  wh ich  wou ld  be ,  "God,  thank  you very

much. " * *  The Ca j j ta  language was spoken by  d i f fe ren t  t r ibes ,  bu t  s ' ince

they were conquered they came to speak the Mexican, the Spanish.

l, ' lho were they conquered by?

By the  Span ' ia rds .  But ,  the  Yaqu is  and the  Mayas were  the  on ly  ones  tha t

kept  the i r  language and up  to  th is  da te  the  Yaqu is  a re  p rac t ica l l y  the

on ly  ones  who do  speak  i t .

Have you ever worked?

Have I  ever worked?

Yes,  o ther  than in  the  house.  And what fs  the  cus tom--how do the  men and

women in the communjty feel  about the young gir l  or  the mother working

away from home?

They s t i11  have th is . . . they  even go  back  in to  the  Mex ican cu l tu re  about

mach ismo.  They  rea1 ly  don ' t  fee l  tha t  the  women shou ld  work ,  bu t  s ince

t imes  a re  chang ing  and  the  c j r cums tances ,  t hey  have  to  go  ou t ' i n  t he  f i e ld

and  work  because  the  fam ' i l i es  a re  usua l l y  ve ry ' l a rge .  And  s ' i nce  many  o f

the  peop le  don r t  have  educa t i on ,  t he  w j fe  has  to  go  ou t  and  seek  fo r  a  i ob

in order  to  help suppor t  the fami ly .  My mother  works and my father  works,

bu t  i f  j t  was  fo r  my  fa the r ,  my  fa the r  p robab ly  wou ldn ' t  have  l e t  he r  be -

cause we were so many.  But  then af ter  we grew up,  mV mother  had to  go

ou t  t o  he lp  suppor t  t he  fam i l y .

About  yourse ' l f  ,  d id  you work anywhere?

0h ,  yes .  I r ve  go t t en  a  l o t  o f  j obs  s i nce  I  a t t ended  co l l ege  a t  A r i zona

and  g radua ted  f rom h igh  schoo l .  I  was  o f fe red  j obs ,  espec ia l l y  i n  schoo l - -

l 0
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tu to r ing .  I  tu to red  ch i ld ren  who d idnr t  unders tand the  Eng l ish  language

or  they  needed  he lp  in  math ,  i n  read ing  espec ia l l y ,  and  jn  jus t  s t r i v ing

a long  w i th  the i r  c lasses ,

Have  you  expe r ienced  d i sc r im ina t i on  when  you  were  i n te rv iewed  fo r  a  j ob?

0h ,  yes ,  o f  cou rse .  I rm  pa r t  I nd ian  and  pa r t  Mex ican .  0 f  cou rse ,  my

co lo r  t e l l s  t ha t  i 'm  no t  wh i t e .  I  wou ld  have  a  ha rd  t jme  f i nd ing  a  j ob ,

and  i f  I  wou ld  go  up  to  somebody  and  say ,  " I rm  a  Ch icanar "  t hey  wou ldn ' t

l i ke  tha t  because  they  wou ld  th ink  I ' d  be  rad i ca l ,  so  I  wou ld  have  to

te l l  t hem tha t  I 'm  a  Mex jcan  Amer i can .  Tha t  t hey  accep t - - "Ch icana"  they

donr t  accep t .  I  wou ld  have  a  ha rd  t ime .  Even  a t  work  somet imes  i n  d i f f e ren t

j obs  tha t  I  had ,  I  a lways  knew I  was  ge t t i ng  the  wrong  end  o f  t he  s t i ck .

I  was  be ing  pa id  maybe  less  than  wha t  an  Ang lo  g i r l  wou ld  be  ge t t i ng

pa id  and  we  wou ld  be  do ing  the  same job .

Wha t  do  you  you rse l f  f ee l  abou t  t he  word  "Ch icano"  and  someone  ca l l i ng

you  Ch icano?

J :  0h ,  i t  doesn ' t  bo ther  me;  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  rea l l y  l i ke  i t .  Bu t  my

grandmother  doesnr t  l i ke  i t  a t  a l l .  She  says  i t  sounds  l i ke  "a  bunch  o f

l i t t l e  p igs . "  Tha t ' s  wha t  the  word  means  to  her .

P :  That '  s  what  ' i t  means?

J  :  Yes .

P: And your mother?

J:  My mother does and accepts i t .  She does for the fact  that  I  have told

her and kept ' in mind that we are here f rom the United States but yet  we

can ' t  fo rge t  where  we came f rom,  our  her i tage,  and our  fo lk lo re  and th ings

l i ke  th is .  "Ch icanor "  to  her ,  i s  jus t  a  word  o f  p r ide  because she accepts

bo th  cu l tu res ' l i v ing  here  in  Amer ica ,  bu t  then  we s t i l l  ea t  and  speak  the

same as  we wou ld  do  in  M6x ico .

P:
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l^ lould you say you and your fam' i1y ident i fy more with the Mexican cul ture

or  the  Amer ican cu l tu re?

I  shouJd  say  Mex ican  cu l tune .  Because  the  Amer ican  cu l tu re . . .we ' re  here

but  we usua l ly  jus t  go  to  schoo l  to  ge t  ourse lves  a  be t te r  job ,  bu t  every -

th ing  tha t  we  do  a t  home ' i s  f rom the  Mex jcan  cu l tu re .  We s t i l l  ea t  w i th

the  to r t i l l a ,  we  s t i l l  speak  in  Span ish ,  we  s t i l l  a t tend  ceremon ies  tha t

a  lo t  o f  Amer ican  cu l tu re  /Fou ldn ' t  accep t / .  I  don ' t  th jnk  the re 's  rea11y

an Amer jcan cu ' l tu re  because everybody 's  jus t  b rought  in to  one b ig  ba1 ' l

and everybody jus t  does  the i r  own th ing .  L iv ing  here  in  the  Southwest ,

we ' re  so  c lose  to  M6x jco  tha t  to  me I  don ' t  th ink  the re  j s  rea l l y  a  bor -

der l ' i ne ,  because we can jus t  come and go  when we want  to  w j th  re la t i ves

that we have ' in Mdxico.

What do you th ' ink about th i  s new b j  I  ingual  -b ' icul  tural  program that they

have now in  the  schoo ls?

I  th ink  i t ' s  gneat .  Everybody says  tha t  we ' re  in  Amer ica- -everybody

shou ld  ta l k ' i n  Eng l i sh .  Bu t  to  me ' i t r s  wha t  f j t s  i n to  your  own p1ace .

I f  you  want  to  lea rn  be t te r  Eng l i sh  o r  be t te r  Span ish ,  b i l i ngua l -b i rcu l tu ra l

i s  good because you ' ' | l  be  ge t t ing ' i t  f rom both  ends .  The schoo l  tha t  I

came from has a t r i l  ingual  - t r icul  tural  f i rograf f .  Tr i l  ingual  - t r icul  tural

here  i s  Eng l i sh  c lasses ,  E .S .L . ,  wh ich  i s  Eng l i sh  as  a  Second  Language;

the  Span ish ,  to  learn  i t  be t te r ;  and the  Yaqu i  language.  But  the  Yaqu i

language, s ince many of  them do know i t ,  most ly they str ive to l t - . .p"7

the i r  t rad  j t ' i ons  and the  way o f  I  i fe .

P :  L ike  to  p ro long  t rad i t i on?

J :  Yes  .

P :  What  i s  your  ma jor?

J :  I 'm  ma io r ing  in  Soc jo logy  and  minor ing  in  Ch icano  S tud jes .

12
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t^ lhy d ' id  you want  to  at tend co l lege?

I  want  to  cont inue going to  school  so I  can become a 
' lawyer ,  

because where

I  come f rom a lo t  o f  people can ' t  a f ford lawyers.  Everyt ime they get

i n to  a  b ind ,  t roub le  w i th  the  po l i ce ,  t hey  have  to  pay  the  consequences

and there is  nobody to  represent  them. I ' '11 be graduat ing f rom UTEP

rea l  soon  and  I 'm  p lann ing  to  go  back  to  where  I  came f rom to  A r i zona ,

to  a t tend  l aw  schoo l .  I  am p lann ing  to  go  back  to  the  ba r r i o  where  I

came f rom to  he lp  the  peop le .

Why  d id  you  l eave  the  co l l ege  i n  A r i zona  and  come to  UTEP?

Everybody asks me that.  The reason I  d id come is because /T thought that

wj t !_7 a school  being so close to the border that  Chicano people here would

be more  un i ted ,  and s ince  I ' ve  go t ten  here  I ' ve  seen every th ing  the  re -

verse .  I  see  some Ch icanos  tha t  don ' t  ca l l  themse lves  Ch jcanos ,  they

ca l l  themse lves  Mex ican Amer icans .  I 'm k ind  o f  depressed because o f

what  I  came to  see.  Because to  me,  l i v ing  fa r  f rom the  border  in  the

Phoen ix  met ropo l i tan  area ,  our  peop le  a re  rnore  un i ted .  l , l l e  ge t  th ings

done tha t  peop le  here ,  I  guess ,  they  don ' t  care  or  because they  are  so

c lose  to  the  border  tha t  many o f  the  Mex icans  f rom M6x ico  take  the i r  jobs .

So in  a  way I  was  d isappo in ted  when I  go t  here ,  bu t  I  th ink  I 'm go ing  to

s tay  here  fo r  a  wh i le  jus t  to  see  what  i t ' s  l i ke .

To  rea l l y  v iew the  who le  j ssue?

Yes,  because I  l i ved  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  and worked w j th  C6sar  Chdvez ,  and there

are  some po l i t i ca ' l  o rgan iza t jons  fo r  the  be t te rment  o f  the  Ch jcanos .  But

here  I  come to  Texas  and every th ing  seems ( l  don ' t  know,  maybe I 'm no t  tha t

involved here),  but  everything seems to be so di f ferent and /They/ have

nega t i vev jewsabou t  the  Ch icano .  You  know,  they  don ' t  ca l l  themse lves

Chicanos ,  they  ca l l  themse lves  l4ex ican Amer icans .  I  found tha t  ou t .
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P:  What  do  you th ink  about  the  Raza Un jda  Par ty?

J :  The  Raza  Un ida  i s  l i ke  any  po l i t i ca l  pa r ty - - i t  has  i t s  ups  and  downs .

The  Raza  Un ida ,  I 'm  no t  rea l l y  fo r  i t  o r  aga ins t  i t ,  bu t  i t ' s  because  i t

wou ld  be . ' i ,us t  l i ke  a  th i rd  par ty  in  the  Amer ican soc ' ie ty .  Maybe one o f

these days  i t  w i l l  be  someth ing  because the  Mex icans  or  Ch icanos  here  w i l l

be  the  second la rges t  popu la t ion  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  by  the  year  2000,

tun{ maybe then something l :  going to be done.

P: Are you and your parents present ly registered voters?

J :  Yes .

P:  When was the  f i rs t  t ime you vo ted?

J :  The  f j r s t  t ime  I  vo ted  was  June  4 ,  I  even  remember  the  da te ; Ie t  me te l l

you  why .  June  4 ,1974 ,  and  i t  was  because  dur ing  th i s  t ime  the  l i t t l e

town tha t  I  l i ved  in  was go ing  to  be  par t  o f  Tempe,  wh ich  is  a  c i ty  c lose

to  us  or  a  par t  o f  the  Phoen ix  met ropo l i tan  area .  And dur ing  th ' i s  t ' ime

our  peop le  go t  together ,  and they  dec ided tha t  they  d jdn ' t  want  to  become

ei ther  a  par t  o f  Tempe or  Phoen ix  fo r  the  reason tha t  we wou ld  no t  p rac t ice

what  we prac t ice  now.  We wou ld  have to  ab ide  by  laws;  I  mean,  we ab ide

by  1aws,  bu t  we  d idn ' t  have  cur fews  l j ke  the  c i t j es  do  and  we wou ldn ' t

be  ge t t ing  the  maf ra_n i tas  a t  one in  the  morn ing ,  and th ings  l i ke  th is .  So,

we dec ided to  make our  own town,  Guada lupe Incorpora ted ,  and j t  d jd  in -

corpora te .  So,  we have our  own l i t t le  government  and do  our  own th ing .

Son you can say  tha t  the  peop ' le  in  your  a rea  do  ge t  invo lved?

Yes ,  they  do  ge t  invo lved  when someth ing  l i ke  th i s  i s  go ing  to

Guada lupe . . . . the  f i r s t  t ime  tha t  i t  wen t  up  to  vo te ,  the re  a re

some peop le  tha t  a re  go ing  to  be  aga ins t  i t  because they  want

par t  o f  the  met ropo l i tan  area .  But  about  seven percent  o f  the

happen.

a1 ways

to become

/Tape  was  tu rned  ove r  and  some o f  i n te rv iew  was  l os t7 . . . go  ou t

peopl e

and vo te

t4

and  we  d id  w in ,  and  ou r  c i t y  d id  become ' i nco rpo ra ted .
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Where  I  am f rom La lo  Garc fa  i s  invo lved  w i th  th i s  o rgan iza t ion  ca l led  the

Guada lupe Organ iza t ion .  What  he  does  there  is  he lp  the  peop le .  They  can

go  there  to  p ick  up  ma i1 ,  pay  the i r  b i l l s ,  because  a  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t

have t ranspor ta t ion  to  the  pos t  o f f i ce .  I t  he lps  them 1ega11y i f  they

can ' t  a f fo rd  a  lawyer .  They  have lega ' l  adv isement ,  and they  have t rans-

portat ion;  i f  you have to go somewhere and you don' t  have a way, they' '11

take  you.  They  f ind  jobs  fo r  you .  Th js  ' i s  one o f  the  organ iza t ions  and

La lo  Garc ia  i s  the  head o f  i t .  A l  so  /Jercy  D.? I  L6pez ,  he 's  a  representa-

t i ve  f rom the  d is t r i c t  tha t  a lso  he lps  a  1o t .  And ' in  the  schoo l  sys tem we

have a lot  of  Chicanos that do help the educat jonal  system for the me&-

cano! .  Rosa Mar t inez ,  who is  in  the  educat iona l  schoo l  ,  the  pr imary  schoo ls ;

Pr i sc j l l a  Chdvez ,  who 's  in  the  h iqh  schoo l ,  and  she  he lps  the  k jds  ou t

th rough schoo l ,  whatever  they  need in  the  h igh  schoo l  jus t  so  they  can

t5

Why do you th ink  the  Mex ican Amer icans  have such l i t t le  representa t ion
' in  po l  i t ' i cs?

I t  a l l  depends where you are f rom. In Ar izona there are congressmen that

are  Mex ican and the  peop le  do  ge t  represented ;  bu t  i t  a l l  depends where

you are  f rom.  I f  you  want  to  make someth ing  work ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  work  and

you are  go ing  to  be  represented  i f  you  go  ou t  and speak .  But  i f  you

rea l l y  don ' t  ca re  abou t  i t ,  no th ' i ng  i s  go ing  to  happen .

Are  you suggest ing  thep tha t  in  the  d i f fenent  a reas  the  peop le  don ' t  go

out and vote?

Yes,  a  lo t  o f  peop le .  iA t  f i r s t  when I  s ta r ted  to  vo te  I  sa id  to  myse l f ,

"0h ,  what  am I  go ing  td  vo te  fo r?  My vo te  i sn ' t  go ing  to  count . "  But

then i  rea l i zed  tha t  i f  you  and o ther  peop le  ge t  together  someth ing  l :

going to be done.

Do you know any Mexjcan American leaders that  are now current ly in the

area or L*u{ in the past?
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graduate .  Then there  is  Tony  Chdvez  a t  the  co t lege,  who a lso  he lps  the

Chicanos  ou t  and manages fo r  them to  cont inue the i r  educat ion .  S ince

they 've  go t ten  tha t  fa r ,  he  encourages  them.  Then jn  ca l i fo rn ia ,  we had

C6sar  Chdvez ,  who  I  worked  under ,  and  he ,  too , ' i s  a  leader .  He 's  the

f i rs t  one tha t  s ta r ted  o f f  tha t  the  Mex ican Amer ican shou ld  qo  ou t  and

be  un i ted  in  the  un ion .

D id  many  o f  the  men ' in  your  t r i be  o r  commun i ty  se rve ' in  tdo r ld  war  I?

Yes,  they  served in  wor ld  l , . Ia r  I  and I I ,  the  Korean war ,  and V ie tnam war ,

and a lot  of  them died. The way they're honored in the community,  there

is a wh' i te pyramid that stands between the street,  and i t  has the l ' lexican

f lag  and i t  has  the  Amer ican f lag  on  bo th  s jdes .  Every  ve terans '  Day

i t ' s  decora ted  w i th  f l owers  and  a  p rayer  i s  wr i t ten  on  i t  i n  Eng l i sh ,

Span ish  and Yaqu i .  In  the  f ron t  o f  the  pyramid  there  is  a  deer  dancer ,

danc ing  e l  venado wh ich  i t ' s  ca l led .  Everybody goes  every  now and then

and repa in ts  i t  to  make i t  look  n ice .  But  they  are  honored.

P:  The.y  a re  very  pa t r io t i c .

J :  Yes .

P:  That ' s  good.  What  was your  f i rs t  impress ion  o f  Judrez  and E l  Paso?

J:  When I  moved here? I  
' l i ked  

i t .  Most  o f  my t ime is  spent  in  Judrez  to

te11  you  the  t ru th .  E l  Paso . . . i  l j ve  up  in  Nor th  Mesa .  Where  I  l i ve ,  I

am a lways  invo lved do ing  th is ,  go ing  to  par t ies  w i th in  my peop le  and every -

th ing .  Everybody 's  c lose .  They  a l l  go  work  together  to  do  someth ing ,

and here ,  where  I  l i ve ,  everybody does  the i r  own th ing .  They  don ' t  bo ther

to go see the' i r  next-door neighbor.  To te ' | l  you the truth,  I  don' t  know

who my nex t -door  ne ighbor  i s .

P :  They ' re  no t  very  f r iend ly?
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I 'm f r iend ly ;  theyr re  no t  f r iend ly .  They  keep away,  as  much as  they  can.

One t ime I  sa id  "H i "  to  a  g i r l  and  she  shu t  the  doon  on  me"  I  don ' t

know. . .maybe the  way I  looked- - l  was  ge t t ing  up  so  ear ly  in  the  morn ing .

I  don ' t  rea l l y  unders tand  why  they 'ne  l i ke  th i s "

Cou ld  you descr ibe  the  process  o f  se t t l ing  down to  l i ve  and work  here- -

descr ibe  how you went  about  se t t l ing  down?

I t ' s  hard  fo r  me I  guess  because I 'm so  used to  home tha t  now tha t  I ' ve

moved I 'm no t  in  contac t  w j th  my fami ly .  I  ca l l  them but  i t ' s  no t  the

same as  i f  I  wou ld  be  there .  I t ' s  very  hard  fo r  me.  I 'm no t  homes jck

yet;  I  guess because I  go to Judrez so much to enjoy mysel f .  But before

the  year 's  over ,  I  know I  w i l l .  I t  i s  very  hard  fo r  me because there  is

rea l l y  nobody I  can  ta lk  to  except  fo r  f r iends  here  a t  schoo l .  I  work

and the  peop le  a re  very  f r iend ' l y  and I  ge t  a long w i th  them,  bu t  i t ' s

s t i l l  no t  the  same l i ke  i f  I  wou ld  be  a t  my hometown.

Cou ld  you e labora te  on  your  exper iences  o f  the  i11ega1 a l iens  tha t  l i ve

in your community?

There  a re  a  lo t  o f  i l l ega l  a l i ens  tha t  l i ve  the re ,  bu t  s ince  they ' re  par t

o f  our  peop le  we accept  them,  we t ry  to  he lp  them out .  We ' re  no t  go ing

to  push them to  the  s ide  jus t  because they  want  to  take  over  our  jobs .

h le  do  t ry  to  he lp  them.  There  are  fami l ' i es  tha t  corne  in  who le  g roups .

The church  he lps  them and the  peop ' le  themse lves  he lp  them.  We don ' t  tu rn

our face from them. We always try to help them and sometimes they do

have a  good job  and somet imes they  have more  than the  peop le  o r ig ina l l y  had.

A l l  a round,  then,  everyone looks  ou t  fo r  each o ther?

Yes,  they  do .

What is the name of the language spoken among the Yaqui  t r ibe?
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J : I t ' s  an  Ind ian  d ia l  ec t  and  ' i t  ' i s  ca l  I  ed  Ca i i ta .  Th is  has  been  spoken

for  many years ,  and the  Yaqu is  a re  rea l l y  the  on ly  ones  tha t  speak  i t

now because the  o ther  Ca j i tan-speak ing  t r ibes  were  S ina loas ,  the  T io iuecos ,

Saukees,  A jobes ,  and Mayas.  S ince  they  were  under  Span ish  dom' ina t ' ion  s ince

1609 ,  a  lo t  o f  i t  t hey  fo rgo t  o r  they  ius t  d ' i dn ' t  speak  i t  a t  a l l .  And

the  Yaqu is ,  to  te l1  you the  t ru th ,  a re  p rac t ica l l y  the  on ly  ones  who speak

i t  now.

Could you tel1 anything about your grandparents,  your grandmother--any-

th ing  tha t  you  th ink  wou ld  be  in te res t ing? Cou ld  you te ' l l  me about  her?

My grandfa ther  i s  a  very  in te res t ing  man;  my grandmother  i s  too ,  I  guess .

Does everyone st i l l  take her advice?

Yes.  She 's  very  o1d,  about  80 ,  bu t  everybody s t i l l  respec ts  her  and they

st i l l  go to her for  adv' ice and even for cures i f  something is wrong with

them. But my grandmother is the only one I  have. Both of  my grandfathers

and my other grandmother passed away. So, my father 's mother is the only

one tha t  we have,  so  everybody s t i l l  tu rns  to  her .  S jnce  she is  by  her -

se1 f ,  one  o f  my  cous in !s  fami l y  o r  one  o f  m iner i s  a lways  there  to  take

care  o f  her .

Does she tel1 you of  anything from way back jn her t jme?

Yes,  she te l l s  us  s to r ies  re la t ing  to  how she came to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,

and she wou ld  ra ther  go  back .  She 's  a lways  te l l ing  me she is  go ing  to  go

back  to  d ie :  where  she came f rom.  But  i  don ' t  th ink  she w i l l  because my

grandfather is bur ied here in Ar izona. She says she wants to be bur jed

nex t  to  h im"  She is  very  respec ted  because o f  her  age and she is  one o f

the  o ldes t  peop le  l i v ing  the re"  A  lo t  o f  the  o ther  peop le  s t i l l  t u rn

t o  he r  f o r  adv i ce .

Cou ld  you  exp la in  the  way

cus toms ,  re f  i g ion ,  t h ings

o f  l i f e  o f  t he  Yaqu j  t r j be?  F i r s t  maybe  t he i r
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J: There are four major set t lements of  the Yaqui  Ind' ians,  and a'11 of  them

are  in  Ar izona.  There  is  Guada lupe,  where  I  am f rom,  and i t  i s  near

Phoen ix .  And  in  Tucson ,  i t  i s  ca l led  Pascua ,  the  Pascua  V i11age .  Then

there  is  San Jav ie r ,  where  the  P ima Ind jans  are ,  wh ich  is  ca l led  the

Pascua Nueva.  Then there  is  another  l i t t le  bar r io  south  o f  Tucson ca l led

Bar r io  L ib re .  The  Yaqu is  have  a  h igh  degree  o f  soc ia l  i nv is ib i l i t y ,  bu t

they are not real ly a part  of  the Mexican connnuni ty.  They had contad,t

w i th  the  Span ish  cu l tu re  and  the  Chr i s t ian  re l ig ion  s jnce  
. |533  

and  they

are  Span ish  speak ing ,  bu t  they  s t i l l  speak  the i r  Ca j i ta  language.  They

came to the United States because they came as po1 i t ical  refugees from

M6x ico  s ince  the  de fea t  o f  the  Emperor  Max imi l l ian .  The Yaqu is  a re  one

of  the  two major  t r ibes  who main ta ined the i r  jden t i t jes  th roughout  the

conquest  o f  Sonora ,  wh ich  is  where  they  are  f rom--The Rfo  Yaqu i .  S ince

they  res js ted  armed in t rus ion  in  the i r  te r r j to ry ,  they  were  success fu l

and ab le  to  say  the ' i r  own te rms fo r  the  miss ionar ies  to  come in .  They  d id

a l low Chr is t ian ' i t y  to  be  brought  among them by  the  Jesu ' i t  p r ies ts .  E igh t

miss ions  were  bu i l t  j n  M6x ico  a round  the  Yaqu i  va l1ey ,  and  the  e igh t

communi t ies  a re  V icam,  Potam,  Tor im,  Bacum,  Cocor i t ,  Rahum,  Hu i r i v js ,  and

Be len .  Those are  the  main  communi t ies  tha t  a re  in  Sonora ,  M6x ico .  The

ones I  ment joned be fore  are  in  Ar izona.  They  se t t led  around these p laces

and they became excel lent  farmers.  For over two generat ions they were

very  peacefu l  and they  had the j r  own Span ish  and Yaqu i  cu l tu re ,  wh jch  they

ident i f ied  themse lves  w i th .

P :  They  s t ' i1 l  iden t i f y  more  s t rong ly  w i th  the  Yaqu i  cu l tu re  than w i th  the

Mex ican cu l tu re?

J :  Yes .  But  they  are  no t  par t  o f  the  Mex ican lcu l tu reT.  Wel l ,  they  are  and

they  are  no t ;  i t ' s  very  hard  to  exp la in .  They  have the i r  own way o f  l i fe ,
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and ye t  they  do  speak  Span ish  and ea t  Mex ican food and th ings  l i ke  th is .

By 
. l730 

the Spanish came and they wanted to take the land away, and this

is  when the  t roub le  began.

D id  your  g randmother  te l l  you  th is  par t?

Yes. They were very shrewd hunters.  They could have meat on their  table

and they  cou ld  do  a l l  th is .  But  s ince  the  Span iards  came and they  saw a l l

th is  be ing  done,  they  themse lves  wanted  to  take  over  the  land.  Le t  me

te1' l  you some of the th ' ings that happened around that area when the Spaniards

came.  My grandmothen a ' lways  to ld  me about  th is .  To  her  i t ' s  very  dear ,

because she knows how they were t reated and the thjngs that happened.

To her i tb history-- th ings that she saw happen to her f r iends and to her

fami ly .  So i t ' s  veny  dear  to  her .  S ince  M6x jco  was under  the  Span ish

ru le  fo r '100 years ,  j t  was  on ly  fo r  the  be t te rment  o f  Spa ' in .  The Mex icans

or the Indians were never al lowed to make goods for themselves. They had

to pay heavy taxes and they were also forbidden to gr"ow frui ts,  vegetables,

o r  to  p roduce  qu ick  s i l ve r .  As  a  resu l t  o f  th i s ,  a  sma l l  number  o f  peop le

had pr iv i leges  and they  were  usua l ly  passed down f rom fa ther  to  son.

L ike  j f  you  had a  b ig  bus iness ,  you  know,your  son wou ld  a lways  ge t  i t .  The

Mex ican soc ie ty  dur ing  tha t  t ime was made up o f  many c lasses  o f  peop le

and each c lass  was suppor ted  by  another  c lass .  The rea l  burden was p laced

on  the  peasan ts ,  and  the  Ind ian  tha t  d id  a l l  the  hard  work  d idn ' t  have  any

r ights.  My grandmother remembers how the Yaqui  people were t reated. She

told me that f rom the beginning of  t ime they were farmers who worked

' long 
and hard  a t  what  they  loved bes t ,  and th is  was fa rming .  The Yaqu is

were also shrewd hunters who were able to put meat on their  table by t rack-

ing  and k i l l i ng  the ' i r  hunt .  They  ius t  l i ved  by  what  they  cou ld  g row or

what  they  themse lves  had k i l led .  And accord ing  to  my grandmother ,  th is
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t r i be  f rom the  e igh t  co lon ies  o f  Sonora  was  f i r s t  pe rsecu ted  and  the

fami l i es  were  s laugh te red  by  the  Span ia rds ,  and  by  the  o rde rs  o f  t he  Mex i -

can  gove rnmen t .  The  ob jec t  o f  a l l  t h i s  pe rsecu t i on  was  to  ob ta in  the  r j ch

and  fe r t i l e  l and .  Even  a f te r  i nnumerab le  ba t t l es ,  t hey  were  neve r  domi -

na ted .  Neve r  had  the  Ind ians  been  t rea ted  more  i nhuman ly  than  th i s  t ime .

And  neve r  had  the  Yaqu is  fough t  more  f i e rce fu l l y  t o  p rese rve  the j r  l and

and  p ro tec t  t he i r  l j ves .

D id  you r  g rand fa the r  f i gh t  t hem,  o r  she  d idn ' t  know h im then?

No ,  she  d idn ' t  know h im then .  A round  
. | 900 -1910 ,  

many  o f  t he  Yaqu is  came

to  Fo r t  No l l j ns ,  A r i zona  because  they  wan ted  to  re ta in  the i r  l anguage ,

the i r  cu l t u re ,  and  eve ry th ing  they  had  fough t  f o r .

That  was when your  grandmother  came here?

Yes .  Th i s  g roup  rema ined  ' i n  Tucson  and  ' i n  Guada lupe ,  bu t  no  na t i on  ye t

has  eve r  managed  to  conquer  the  Yaqu i  t r i be  desp i te  the  pe rsecu t i on  and

su f f e r i ng .  Up  t o  t h j s  da te ,  t he  Yaqu i s  s t i l l  ho l d  t he i r  head  up  h i gh  be -

cause  they  have  been  th rough  so  many  th ings  and  they  s t i ' | 1  f ee l  l i ke ,

"We 've  gone  th i s  f a r .  Why  shou ld  we  tu rn  and  fo rge t  eve ry th ing  and  the

pas t? "  Where  they  l i ve  now i s  ' i n  Guada lupe ,  bu t  t hey  I  j ved  i n  t h j s  p lace

cal led The For ty  Acres whjch was q iven to  them by Pres ident  h loodrow b l i lson.

I t  wasn ' t  un t i l  June  
. | 963  

tha t  t he  l and  had  been  deeded  to  the  fam i l i es

l i v i ng  on  i t .  I t ' s  mo re  o r  l ess  l i ke  a  sma l l  r ese rva t i on  because  t he

Yaqu is  rea l l y  a ren ' t  cons jde red  Amer i can  Ind ians .  Even  though  they  were

refugees f rom M6xico and they came and set t led here,  they are s t i l l  not

cons ide red  Amer i can  Ind ians .  The  p ' l aza  o f  t he  commun i t y  where  the  Yaqu i

Temp le  and  the  Ca tho l i c  Church  a re  l oca ted  j s  s t i l l  unde r  genera l  i u r j s -

d ' i c t i on  o f  t he  peop le  under  t rus teesh ip  o f  t he  i udge ,  so  a  l o t  o f  peop le
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s t i l l  don ' t  have  deeds  to  tha t  land  tha t  they  l i ve  on  up  to  th i s  day .

They don' t  t ry to get ' i t?

They have been f jgh t ing  fo r  j t .  They  l i ve  on  what  i s  ca l led  Ben Co lony ,

another  t rus t  company tha t  had i t  and they  are  bare ly  ge t t ing  the i r  deeds

a f te r  a l l  th i s  t ime .

What do they have to do to get i t?

They have to go through the courts and see how much land is going to be

g iven to  them.  I t ' s  hard  because they 've  been f igh t ing  s ince  I  can  remem-

ber .  They 've  been  l i v ing  on ' i t  fo r  so  long ,  they  can ' t  see  why  the  govern -

ment  o r  the  t rus t  company can ' t  g ive  i t  to  them.  Another  th ing ,  where  the

church  is  loca ted ,  there  was a  B ishop in  Phoen ix  who wanted  to  take  the  land

away. I t  was only because he wanted to make money of f  of  i t  or  something,

because tha t  land  was ius t  up  fo r  g rabs .  But  the  peop le  tu rned around and

they  d id  tu rn  aga ins t  the  B ishop ,  even  i f  he  i s  a  re l ig ious  man and  he

has  the  power  to  do  th ' i s  o r  do  tha t .  I  don ' t  th ink ' i t  i s  r i gh t  e i the r ,  tha t

he  was go ing  to  take  the i r  land .  The on ly  th ing  tha t  wou ld  have been le f t

would have been the church and the temp' le.

What  d id  they  do  to  h jm? D id  they  pu t  h im out?

Yes. He is not there in the Djocese any more. I  remember he came up once

to where we l ived. He was respected, but af ter  what he tr jed to do to the

peop le  everybody tu rned aga ins t  h im.  To  me he is  jus t  another  man;  he

makes mjs takes  and every th ing ,  bu t  he  came up and k issed th js  lady  on  the

cheek  and  the  lady  tu rned  a round  and  sa id ,  "0h ,  i t ' s  the  k i ss  o f  Judas . "

You know, when he betrayed Jesus, and that 's what they remember.  There in

our comrnuni ty they lost  respect for  h im.

And  he  s t i l l  l i ves  the re?
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No,  he  go t  a  t rans fer  ou t  o f  the  s ta te .  Even up  to  th ' i s  day  they  s t i l l

f i gh t  fo r  what  they  th ink  i s  the i rs ,  o r  what  they  know is  the i rs .

Do they  have representa t ion  he lp ing  them obta ' in  the i r  land?

0h,  they  do .  Th is  one tha t  i  was  te l l ing  you about ,  The Guada lupe Organ iza-

t ion,  they are the ones that started of f  to help the people so they could

get  the i r  land  back  and so  they  cou ld  s tay  on ,  and nobody cou ld  come and

take the' i r  land away.

Do you have any more things you would l ike to te l l  us that  you remember,

that  your grandmother or mother ment ioned to you about the Yaquis?

Let  me te ' l ' l  you ,  Guada lupe wasnr t  loca ted  where  i t ' s  loca ted  now.  The

communi ty  o f  Guada lupe was founded on  the  H igh land Cana l ,  wh jch  was by  a

cana l  tha t  they  cou ld  /use  fo rZ  the j r  l and .  Th is  made th is  land  va luab le

because of  the water,  and they were gett ing everything they wanted. And

so around the  
' |800 's ,  

the  or ig ina l  loca t ion  was moved because they  were

moved to  h jgher  o round.  S ince  they  had a l ready  t *0 .  tha t  land  fe r t i leT ,

the Anglo people moved them up to h ' igher ground, so they had to start  a l l

over  aga in .  Dur ing  tha t  t jme they  cou ldn ' t  say  much because o f  the  land

they  were  l i v ing  on .  They  go t i t  f i xed  and every th ing  and a f te r  they  go t

i t  f ixed to where they could grow everything, they were moved again.

P:  Aga in?

J  :  Aga i  n .

P :  And  th i s  t ime  by  the  Ang ' l os?

J :  Yes .

P :  D id  they  f i gh t  back?

J :  They  d id ,  bu t  e i t he r  way  they  l os t .  Tha t ' s  t he  on l y  t ime  tha t  I  know tha t

they d id_ have to  move.  And s ince they moved to h jgher  ground,  they had to
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s ta r t  a l l  over  aga in - - f i nd ing  a  cana l  so  they  cou ld  i r r i ga te  the i r  1and ,

and they did and that is where they stayed.

So that is the area they are r ight  now?

Yes,  bu t  the  t ime be fore  where  they  were- -be fore  Guada lupe ( i t  was  s t i l l

ca l led  Guada lupe)  our  cemetery  i s  loca ted  there .  The cemetery  i s  jus t  fo r

the  peop le .  They  can d ig  the i r  g raves  there ,  bu t  they  don ' t  have to  pay .

Your community pays for th js?

The land a l ready  be longs  to  us ,  so  i f  somebody d ies  they  ius t  go  and bury

h im there ;  they  don ' t  have to  pay .

Who /Takes care/ of the upkeep?

The same peop le  f rom the  communi ty .  L ike  once a  month  they ' l l  go  on  a

Sunday to  keep ' i t  c lean.

Everybody takes a turn?

Yes,  espec ia l l y  l i ke  November  2 ,  the  Dfa  de  los  Muer tos ,  everybody goes .

To me,  tha t  cemetery  i s  someth ing  very  beaut j fu l .  Everybody ' i s  a f ra id  to

90,  bu t  everybody goes  and c leans  i t  up  and decora tes  i t  and i t ' s  very  n ice .

We don ' t  have  cement  and  g rass .  I t ' s  j us t  d i r t ,  bu t  i t ' s  decora ted  so

n ice  tha t  j t  rea l l y  looks  ve ry  beau t i fu l .

Do you think that  your grandmother or mother would l ' ike to come to El

Paso  to  l i ve?

No.  (Laugh te r )

Did your mother ever come?

Yes,  my mother  came to  see me th is  pas t  Thanksq iv ' ing .  She 's  go ing  to  come

to  see  me th is  Thanksq iv ing  and  she 's  been  here  be fo re .  She  
' l i kes  

i t . . .  j t ' s

di f ferent,  but  she would never move away. Everybody always tel ls me, "Why

d id  you  move  away ,  don ' t  you  l i ke  i t? "  And  I  do ,  bu t  i t ' s  i us t  tha t  I
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What do you think of  the school  here and the professors?

I  do  en joy  i t ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  I  spend  as  much  t ime in  schoo l  as  I  shou ld .

I  guess  because the  s tandards  here  are  eas ie r  fo r  me.

Easy?

Yes .  I  don ' t  s tudy  as  much  as  I  shou ld ,  I  know,  bu t  I 'm  keep ing  up  w i th

my grades .  I  guess  most  o f  my t ime is  spent  in  Judrez .

What do you do over there?

I  go  and  dance ' t i l  f ou r  in  the  morn ing .  I  j us t  go  and  have  a  good  t ime.

I  guess I  feel  more comfortable there because some places I  remember where

I  l i ved  where  peop ' le  rea l l y  don ' t  have money,  so  I  fee l  a  lo t  more  com-

fortabl e /There7.

Are  the  Mex icans  in  JuSrez  f r iend l  ie r  than the  ones  over  here?

I  can ' t  te l l  the  d j f fe rence be tween an  i l lega l  o r  a  Mex ican.  To  me they

a l l  look  a l i ke .  Everywhere  i  go ,  I  t ry  to  en joy  myse l f .

And your  s is te r?

No,  she doesn ' t  go  anywhere .  She 's  a f ra id  tha t  someth ing  is  go ing  to

happen to  her .  Her  husband ' i s  in  the  Army and she is  jus t  wa i t ing  to  go

back  home.  And  me,  I  j us t  take  l i f e  as  i t  i s ,  I  guess  l i ke  any  o ther

Mex ican- - jus t  l ' i ve  tha t  dayo  and  i f  you  l i ve  tha t  day ,  l i ve  ' t i l  t omor row.

Is  there  any th ing  e lse  tha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  te l l  us  tha t  was  passed on

to you, that  you remember?

l 'he  Yaqu is  s t i l l  be l ieve  in  fo l k ta les  and  in  my ths  and  in  legends .  Th is

' i s  on ly  one o f  the  ways  tha t  they  learn  more  about  the j r  cu l tu re ,because

nothing is wr i t ten down. You have to pass i t  around from mouth to mouth.

To  me,  the  Yaqu i  i s  s t i l l  go ing  to  f i gh t  to  keep  h is  cu l tu re  and  t rad i t i on ,

because  a  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  rea l l y  know abou t  i t  o r  don ' t  unders tand

what 's  go ing  on .  To  me,  the  Yaqu i  i s  the  unconquerab le  Ind jan  because he

J :

P :

' t .
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d i d  n o t  g i v e  i n .

In  o ther  words ,

they keep i t  as

Yes .

P:
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He s t i l l  does  wha t  he  d id  fou r  hundred  yea rs  ago .

they bel ieve in  what  the ' i r  ancestors handed down and

a  law?

' t .

P:

J :

P :

J :

p .

J :

Doesn ' t  the  law in  tha t  s ta te  con f l i c t  w i th  the  Yaqu i  l aw a t  t imes?

The ru les  we have in  our  town are  most ly  based around what  we ourse lves

want  to  do .  We can have the  maf ran i tas  a t  twe lve  a t  mjdn igh t ,  wh jch  i f

you  go  to  a  c i ty  i t ' s  aga ins t  the  law because you wou ld  be  d is tu rb ing  the

peace.  I  guess  the  on ly  p rob lem tha t  we have is  dur ing  Eas ter  when we

have our  ceremony.  To  us  work  and schoo l  a re  ou t .  A l l  we base our  l i fe

on  dur ing  those 8  weeks  o f  Lent  i s  the  church  and our  ceremonies ,  so  we

don ' t  care  i f  we ge t  k icked ou t  o f  schoo l  .  l v lany  o f  the  k ids  par t i c ipa te ,

and work  and schoo l  a re  o f  no  impor tance to  us .  We ius t  con t jnue w i th

what  we fee l  i s  r igh t  fo r  us .  b lhen we have process ions  o f  the  c ross ,  we

s top  the  t ra f f i c ,  and the  sher j f f  has  to  come jn  to  s top  and every th ing ,

bu t  they  are  on ly  ab id jng  to  what  we say .

Do you have a  lo t  o f  po l i ce  b ru ta l i t y  tha t  i s  ev ident  here?

No.

You do  have po ' l i ce  suppor t  i f  you  need i t?

Yes ,  we  do  have  po l i ce  suppor t ,  bu t  I  rea l l y  haven ' t  seen  any  po l i ce  b ru ta l i t y

where  we l j ve .  I  guess  i t ' s  because  j t ' s  a  sma l l  town and  the  sher i f f

knows everybody and they get a1ong.

P:  I s  t he  she r j f f  Yaqu i ,  t oo?

J :  No ,  he ' s  an  Ang lo .

P :  He  ' i s  ?

J :  He  i s ,  bu t  somehow he ' s  ve ry  n i ce  and  he  ge ts  a long  w i th  eve rybody ,  wh ich

to  me  i s  a  su rp r i se ,  because . . .
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Is  h is  fami ly  there ,  too?

No,  jus t  h im.  He comes f rom the  Phoen ix  met ropo l i tan  area .  He jus t  pa t ro ls

a1 ' l  day ,  a l l  n igh t .

Jus t  one?

There  are  two or  th ree .  I f  someth ing  rea l l y  happens,  they  ca l l  the  Tempe

po l ice  depar tment  o r  the  Phoen ix  tong/ .  But  usua l ly  our  town,  i f  someth ing

does happen i t ' s  usua l ly  somebody ou t  o f  the  town tha t  comes jn  and makes

troubl  e.

What  do  you do? You ca l l  them in?

Yes.  The sher i f f ,  we usua l ly  ca l l  in  tha t  he  needs backup because some-

body  i s  caus jng  t roub le .  Bu t  i t ' s  no t  w i th jn  our  own peop le  tha t  we  cause

t roub le .  I f  we  do ,  ' i t ' s  usua l l y  fami l y  a rguments ,  wh ich  you  f ind  every -

where .  But  there  are ,  somet imes,  peop le  who come in  and cause t roub le

fo r  us .

Do they  be l ieve  in  d ivorces?

In  d ' i vorces? No l  You know,  there  are  some tha t  have d ivorces  bu t  no t

very  many.  Our  way is  s t j l l  the  Yaqu i  way .  And even jn  mar r iage,  when a

young lady  is  go ing  to  ge t  mar r ied ,  f j r s t  she  has  to  l i ve  w i th  whomever

she is  go ' ing  to  mar ry ,  have a  baby ,  and i f  they  th ' ink  j t ' s  r igh t  they ' '11

go ge t  mar r ied  in  a  church- -wh i te  d ress  and every th ing .

You  l i ve  toge ther  f i r s t?

You l ive together  wi th  whomever  you

is  good  you '1 l  have  a  baby .  I f  you

you go get  marr ied by the church in

recep t i on  and  pa r t y ,  eve ry th ing .

Wha t  i f  you  fee l  i t  won ' t  wo rk  ou t?

are  go ing  to  mar ry  and j f  your  luck

fee l  tha t  you  are  go ing  to  make j t ,

a  wh i te  d ress- -w i th  every th ing :  the
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I f  you  fee l  tha t  i t  doesn ' t ,  jus t  go  on  and see j f  you  can f ind  somebody

e lse .  0 r  i f  your  paren ts  have another  say-so ,  "Here 's  George,  over  here .

Go t ry  h im ou t . "  I  don ' t  th ink  I ' d  ever  do  i t ,  bu t i t  does  happen .  I f

you  are  marn ied  and have a  fami ly  and ' i f  one  day  you dec ide  you ' re  no t

happy,  you  can go  f ind  sornebody e1se.  You see,  th is  i s  accepted .

Would th is be bioamy, or do they djvorce and then remarry?

To te l l  you  the  t ru th ,  d  lo t  o f  peop le  a ren ' t  mar r ied  and  they  jus t  l i ve

together unt i l  they ih ink that  they are ready, or that  sor i iebody is going

to  come the i r  way  to  g ive  them a  rea l l y  happy  l j fe .  I  know th is  lady

tha t  has  gone th rough I  don ' t  know how many husbands un t i l  she  s tayed

f ina l l y  w i th  one.  The guy  she was w ' i th  be fore ,  they  go  on  to  see i f  they

can f ind  somebody e1se.

Nobody gets mad?

No,  they ' re  f r iends .  L ike  I  cou ld  be  mar r ied  to  George over  here ,  and

George 's  w i fe  cou ld tve  been  my husband 's  ex ,and  no th ing .

P :  What  abou t  the  ch i ld ren?

J :  The mother  usua l ly  s tays  w i th  them.  They  accept  the  o ther  1ady ,  too .

P:  As  bro thers  and s is te rs?

J :  Yes ,  as  ha l f  b ro thers  and s is te rs .

P :  Tha t ' s  good .  Tha t ' s  a  good  way .

J :  I  don ' t  th ink  I  cou ld  ever  do  i t ,  though .

P:  You th ink  you wou ld  be  sure  the  f i rs t  t ime?

J :  Yes .  I  wan t  to  be  sure  the  f i r s t  t j rne ;  I  don ' t  wan t  to  go  th rough  i t  a l l .

P: t^lhat does your mother say?

J :  Wel l ,  my mother ,  she 's  been happy w i th  my fa ther  s ince  she go t  mar r ied  and

I  haven ' t  had  mothers  a l l  over  the  p1ace .

28
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' t .

What  I  meant  i t ,  does  she  s t j l l  be l jeve  in  the  Yaqu i  way?

No,  no t  in  tha t  way .  She  th inks  j t ' s  r i d i cu lous ,  hav ing  so  many  w ives  and

l i v ing  w i th  them.  She  doesn ' t  th ink  i t ' s  r i gh t .

Arb  you fami l ia r  w i th  the  pesos?

0h,  yes .  But  where  I  l i ve  we use Amer jcan money,  we don ' t  use  any  pesos .

You wou ldn ' t  know any th ing  about  the  deva lua t ion  o f  the  peso?

No.

How do you manage when you go to Ju6rez? What do you do?

I use American money.

Do you unders tand the  exchange?

0h,  I  unders tand the  exchange.  I  guess  because I  go  over  there  a  lo t ,  I

can  keep  up  w i th  i t .  0 r  i f  I  don ' t  unders tand ,  I  usua l l y  take  a  f r i end  o f

mine  f rom Judrez  to  make sure  tha t  I  do  i t  r iqh t .

P :  I  know we spoke about  the  word  "Ch icano" - -what  i t  means to  you and your

fami ly ,  and a lso  the  movement  o f  the  Raza.  But  do  they  have any  names l i ke

"Ch icano"  in  your  communi ty?

J :  Yes ,  they  have  th is  word  ca l led  "Ch ica fnd io " - - l j ke  ha l f  Ch icano  and  the

other  par t  Ind io .  They  combine  those words  and we ' re  ca l led  Ch ica ind jos

because some o f  us  a re  I  i ke  me,  ha l f  Mex ican and ha l f  Yaqu ' i  ,  LEn i l  we can

re la te  to  bo th  cu l tu res .  To  me i t ' s  someth ing  very  spec ia l  because I  have

both  o f  them.  So they  do  ca l l  us  Ch ica ind ios  and i t  doesn ' t  bo ther  me.  But

i t ' s  jus t  a  word  to  labe l  you  so  o ther  peop le  can know tha t  you ' re  ha l f  and

ha l  f .

Do o ther  peop le  take  o f fense?

No, nobody takes of fense; they al l  accept ' i t .  Some people say that the word

D .

J :
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. t .

"Yaqu i "  i s  a  d i r ty  word  because they  re la te  i t  to  "yucky , "  bu t  i t  has  no

Tre t  a t io ry .

No bad connotat ion?

No.

Juan ' i ta ,  we  rea l l y  had  a  good  even ing .  I  rea l l y  th jnk  th i s  was  fun .

0h ,  I  do ,  too .  Thank  you .

And I  want  to  thank  you a  lo t  fo r  the  jn te rv iew and fo r  shar ing  what  your

grandmother  and parents  have shared w i th  you,  and a lso  fo r  shar ing  about

the  l j f e  o f  the  Yaqu i  Ind ians .  I t ' s  the  f i r s t  t jme  I ' ve  heard  abou t  i t .

Yes ,  the re 's  a  Jo t  o f  peop le  tha t  don ' t  unders tand  here .  I  guess  i t ' s  be -

cause Sonora  is  where  they  came f rom and tha t ' s  l i ke  in  the  Ar izona reg ion .

l^ lhat '  s the c l  osest Ind j  an t r i  be ' i  n Judrez?

I  fo rge t ;  a  lo t  o f  them ta lk  about  tha t  one re la ted  w j th  Montezuma.

I 'm no t  sure ,  /except  fo r /  the  one I 'm rea l l y  fami l ja r i zed  lw t th - / .  And a

lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  unders tand or  they  never  heard  o f  j t  o r  the  language.

Bu t  I  am very  fami l i a r  w i th  i t  because  i t ' s  where  I 'm  f rom.

You 've  gone  in to  the  cen te r  o f  M6x ico ,  r igh t?

Yes .

D id  you I  i ke  Mex ico  C i ty?

Mex jco  c i t y ,  yes .  I  have  an  aun t  and  unc le  tha t  l i ve  the re .

unc le  i s  Arab ian .

In  fac t ,  my

Do you  th ink  they '11  come here  to  l i ve?

No,  i t rs  jus t  J ike  me- - they  pre fer  where  they  are  and they  l i ke  i t .

We l  l ,  thanks  aga in .

You ' re  we l  come.
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