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Mike Bloomberg visits El

Rebecca Reza / The Prospector

More than 100 people were in attendance to greet Democratic Presidental Candidate Michae! Bloomberg Wednesday, Jan. 29, during his stop at Downtown E! Paso. See story on page 3.

University of Alabama at Birmingham blazes by the Miners

Michael Cuviello
The Prospecior

The UTEP Miners (13-10, 4-6) lost its second
home game of the season to the University of
Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) Blazers (14-9,
5-5) after being outscored by 14 points in the
second half. At halftime, the score was tied at 27
points apiece, but a 14-point run by the Blazers

. during a four-minute stretch of the second half
put UAB in control of the game the rest of the
way.

Both teams came into the matchup with iden-
tical records of 13-9 and tied for eighth with
4-5 conference records, UAB won its second
straight game and third consecutive road game
of the season.

Throughout the first half, both teams played
evenily matched with neither being able to assert
any type of momentum to take over the game.
Both teams shot effectively in the first half with
the Blazers shooting 48% and the Miners a solid
42%. The Miners stayed in the game by forcing
10 turnovers in the first half and shooting 33%,
only trailing in the rebound battle by one.

About three minutes into the second half,
the Blazers took charge after shutting down the
Miners scoring for four minutes and taling a
13-point lead. With about eight minutes left in
the game, the Miners were trailing by 16 points.

UTEP cut the lead in half with about six min-
utes left in the game off a 3-pointer by sopho-
more Souley Boum. Unfortunitely, over the

next three minutes of the half, the Blazers went
on an 8-point run to shut the door on the Min-
ers. UAB pushed the lead back to 16 points. Ju-
nior Eric Villas 3-pointer with 27 seconds left
would make the final margin of loss 14 points.

In the second half, UAB shot a blazing 60%
from the field. For the game, the Blazers domi-
nated in the paint, outscoring the Miners 36-16,
including 20 points off turmovers.

The Blazers’ ball movement continually set up
easy baskets inside to which the UTEP defense
had no answer.

see BLAZERS on page 7

Sasha Minjarez

The Prospector

Vaporwave is an internet-based microgenre
that is characterized by its distinct low-fidelity,
or lo-fi, beats skillfully paired with heavy sam-
pling of existing media to produce music that
sounds refurbished, post-modernized, retro and
futuristic - all at the same tiine.

Dummy Mag defines the genre as “wholly
synthesised or heavily processed chunk of cor-
porate mood music, bright and earnest or slow
and sultry, often beautiful, either looped out of
sync and beyond the point of functionality or
standing alone, and sometimes with a smatter-
ing of miasma about it”

Producing vaporwave music is entirely based
on being resourceful because it is mixing and
mashing songs from different generations, like
the "80s and ’90s, to create a sound that’s bril-
liantly paradonical — both retro and futuristic.

“The whole appeal of vaporwave is its use
of remaining unknown, that in a world where
nothing is private; it is refreshing to find some-
thing that feels like it was found in the dump-
ster of a thrift shop, where it does not matter
who it came from or who made it, only that it
takes you elsewhere, somewhere distant from
reality]” vaporwave artist Eco Virtual told music
writer Ben Heels in an article sitled “History of
Vaporwave.”

This notion of “remaining unknown” is driv-
en even deeper due to vaporwave artists using
pseudonyms like “Blank Banshee” and “Macin-
tosh Plus” to remain anonymous while profes-
sionally putting out their work, adding a degree
of amorphousness that reinforces the enigmatic
quality of the genre.

Chuck Person’s 2010 album “Eccojams Vol. 17
is thought to be one of the earliest vaporwave
albums and is essentially a compilation of sam-
pled ’80s tracks with a breath of new life yet still
leaving intact the tinge of familiarity that evokes
nostalgia.

see VAPORWAVE on page 6
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