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M:

CH:

( toOay is  November  19 ,1977.  i  am Esperanza Mar ru f fo  and I  am in te rv iewing
Mrs .  Hermin ia  M.  Chdvez  o f  5732 Pr ince  Edwards ,  E1 Paso,  Texas . )

M: Mrs.  Chdvez, where were you born and when?

CH:  I  was  born  in  E l  Paso in  
. |943 

in  the  Upper  Va l ' ley .

M: Who were your parents?

CH: l"ly mother was Rosa Navarrete tvlata and my father was Bernab6 Mata.

M: Where was your father f rom?

CH: My father was born here in El  Paso, and I  th ink his parents were f rom El

Paso,  too .

And your mother?

Wel l ,  my mother was brought here f rom M6xico as a baby; she was born jn

l9 l0  bu t  I  be l ieve  by  1911  she  was  b rouqh t  over  to  the  U .S .  and  l i ved  jn

Kansas, and then they moved back to El  Paso in a few years.

Do you know i f  they  be longed to  any  organ jza t ions?

I  th ink ,  I  be l ieve ,  when they  f i rs t  go t  mar r ied  they  be longed to  a  soc ia l

o rgan iza t ion  o f  Mex ican Amer icans  ca l led  the  Pro  Raza Soc ie ty .  They  had

some name fo r  j t  in  Span ish .  I t  was  on ly  a  soc ia l  o rgan iza t ' ion  fo r  the

cont inu i ty  o f  the i r  Mex ican cu l tu ra l  background.

Do you know what some of the act iv i t ies they did were?

Wel l ,  they  he ld  l i ke  d ramas or  p lays  w ' i th in  the  group.  They  he ld  soc ia l

ac t i v i t jes  l ' i ke  dances .  Every th ing  was fo r  the  cont inu i ty  o f  the  Mex ican

Amer ican cu l tu re  and the  mus ic  was Span ish-Mex ican and they  spoke Span ish ;

and I  ' imag ine  they  d iscussed Mex ican-Amer ican issues  a t  the i r  ga ther ings .

I  be l ieve  th is  was  jn  the  la te  
. |920 's  

and  ear l y  
. |930 's .

Do you know who your grandparents were?

We11,  I  remember  my fa ther  te l l ing  us  a  few s to r jes  about  my grandparents .

My grandfather ' .sname was Luis Mata.  He had a farm, or maybe more, in the

Upper  Va1 ley  jn  Canut i l lo .  He was cons idered a  r i ch  man by  the  s tandards

of  way  back  in  E l  Paso then.

M:

CH:

M:

CH:

trl:

C H :
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M: tnlas he from El Paso too?

CH:  I  be l  i eve  he  was  a  na t i ve  E l  Pasoan .

M:  And  tha t ' s  f rom you r  fa the r ' s  s ide  o f  t he  fam i l y?

CH:  Tha t ' s  my  fa the r ' s  s ide  o f  t he  fam ' i1y .  I  be l ' i eve  my  g randmothe r  d ied  when

she  was  qu i t e  young .

M: Was she an El  Pasoan or  was she f rom somewhere e l  se?

CH:  I  rea l l y  don ' t  know,  bu t  I  t h jnk  she  was  an  E l  Pasoan  too .  They  be longed

to  the  few  Mex ican  fam i l i es  tha t  were  sca t te red  i n  t he  a rea  l i v i nq  i n  sma l l

farms or ranches.

D id  you know your  g randparents  f rom your  mother 's  s ide  o f  the  fam' i l y?

I  remember my grandmother very we1'1.  She was a short  Spanish woman but

accord ing  to  what  she sa id ,  and what  my mother  sa id ,  she  had Ch inese des-

cendents ,  too ,  as ide  f rom the  Span ish  and Mex ' i can  Ind ian ;  bu t  she  looked

very  Span ish .  She /h"aq /  f igh t  b rown ha i r ,  l i gh t  b rown eyes  and fa i r  sk jn .

Do you know what her fami ly did for  a l iv ing? You ment ioned that the other

fam' i l  y  owned I  and and di  d farmi ng.

Yes ,  I  be l ieve  tha t  in  M6x ico  (be fore  she came over  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes)

she had been a  nurse  jn  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ' ion .  Then when she go t  mar r ied

and my mother was born,  they moved to the United States.  She was a neighbor-

hood m' idwi fe .  She de l ' i ve red  many ch i ld ren  when tha t  was  a l lowed w i thout

a  l i cense ;  I  don ' t  know i f  she  had  a  l ' i cense .  I  be l ieve ' i t  was  a l lowed

wi thout  a  I  i cense a t  tha t  t ime.

D' id you know any of  the people that  she del ivered?

She de l i vered  most  o f  her  g randch i ld ren .  I  know tha t  she  de l i vered  every -

body in m.y fami ly.

How many were there in your fami ly?

She de l i ve red  e leven  ch i ld ren  in  my  famj l y .

M:
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M: Are they a1 1 
' l  
i  v i  ng?

CH: Ten of  us are 1 iv ing;  one of  my brothers passed away when he was 28 years

o ld .

Irl :

CH :

Where d id  you grow up,  Mrs .  Chdvez?

I grew up in the Upper Val ' ley.  We

hood,  bu t  we l i ved  very  c lose  to  a

In  what  a rea?

d  j dn ' t  l ' i ve  r i gh t  i n  t he  Mex i can  ne ighbo r -

Mex ican  Amer i can  ne ighborhood .

th ink .  I t  was  r igh t  nex t

Cr is to  Rey mountd in .

M:

CH:

M:

CH:

M:

Tte  area  is  s t i l  I  ca l led  Buena V is ta  Add ' i t ' i on ,  I

to  a  schoo l  named Counchesne Schoo l ,  r igh t  be low

Wi 1l  you tel  I  me someth' ing about your chi  I  dhood?

Someth ing  tha t  has  to  do  w j th  e thn ic i ty?

Yes,  someth ing  tha t  happened a long the  r i ver ,  o r

know about.

any th ing  tha t  you  mjgh t

/There  was/  one inc ident  a long the  r i ver  tha t  I  reca l l ,  and  I  know tha t

there are many peop' le jn the Upper Val1ey that saw this too--we were eye-

w i tnesses  to  wha t  happened .  Th is  was  in  the ' la te  
. |950 'so r  

m jdd le  
. l 950 's .

Don iphan Dr ive  was k ind  o f  a  nar row s t ree t ;  be fore  tha t  j t  had  jus t  been

Highway 80. After Highway 80, they cal led ' i t  Doniphan Drive.  Anyway,

there was a place cal led the Courchesne Bott le Neck where there were many

acc idents .  I  th ink  the  c i ty  dec ided to  s t ra igh ten  the  area  ou t ;  i t  was  jus t

before the f reeway was bui l t .  They widened the street,  and as they widened

the street I  remember seeing what you cal l  a steam shovel  and tractors in-

s ide  the  r i ve r  bed .  I  th ink  i t  was  in  the  Spr ing t ime o r  Win te r t ime when

the  r i ver  bed was dry ,  when they  c losed up  E lephant  But te  Darn  and Caba l lo

Dam. Anyway, the r jver bed was dry and I  remember seeing dump trucks,  th is

steam shovel  and tractors /Tn there/and they pushed the r iver,  I  would

say  f rom my v iew i t  was  a t  leas t  s ' i x  yards ,  s ix  to  ten  yard  back .  The
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actua l  border  wh ich ' i s  the  r i ver  was  moved back  to  M6x ico .  I  th ink  I  was  in

my teens  then.  I  was  in  h igh  schoo l  then and I  remembersee ing tha t .  I t  was

not  ment ioned here  in  the  newspapers .  M6x ico  d id  no th ing  about  i t  and  i t

jus t  went  on .  They  moved the  r i ver  fo r  severa l  yards ,  and tha t  Mex ican

ter r i to ry  was taken and nobody sa id  any th ing  and i t  lwag/ -  ius t  kep t  qu ie t ;

but  I  know that maybe the Mexican peop' le on the l t ' lexican side of  the r iver

shou ld  have pro tes ted  or  sa id  someth ing .  I  am an Amer ican c i t j zen ,  bu t  I

don ' t  be l ieve  my own count ry  shou ld  be  usurp ing  a  p iece  o f  another  count ry ,

espec ia ' l l y  a t  peacefu l  t imes.  I  have answered tha t  ques t ion  to  the  bes t  o f

my knowledge.

0h, I  remember one Lothei l  jncident about the r jver,  too.  My father

had  th is  o ld  Yaqu i  Ind ian  man.  He  was  a  Mex ican  and  Yaqu i ,  I  be l jeve .  He

came f rom Ar izona,  and he  l ' i ved  in  the  E l  Paso area  fo r  a  long,  long  t ime.

I  remember  h im s i t t  j ng  a t  ou r  d jnner  tab le  and  te l l ' i ng  us  s to r jes  abou t  th ings

tha t  had  happened here ' in  E l  Paso  tha t  we  know shou ldn ' t  have  happened,  bu t

lTfrat  happened anywayT. This was another th ing wi th the r iver,  too.  He

be longed to  th is  mi l i ta ry  reg iment  and a l l  o f  those so ld ie rs  in  tha t  reg iment

were  Mex icans .  They  brought  them in  one n ' igh t ,  se t  the  t roop down;  they  go t

them down wj th  shove ls ,  p icks ,  and rakes  and they  were  to1d,  I  be l ieve ,  by

the  o f f i cers  o f  the  t roop to  d ig  up  the  r i ver  and move i t  fu r ther  ins ide  to

M6x ico .  I  don ' t  know how long th is  took ,  bu t  a f te r  they  were  done,  one

even ing  r igh t  a f te r  d inner  hewento f f  to  the  bushes  to  one  s ide .  Jus t  as  he

was coming back ,  th is  rn las  in  the  dark ,  he  saw tha t  a l l  the  Mex jcan men in

the troop /wer{ gunned  down .  No  one  eve r  hea rd  o f  t h i s  i nc ' i den t ;  I  don ' t

be l i eve  i t  i s  j n  t he  m i l i t a ry  reco rds  anywhere .  And  I  j us t  wondered  wha t

happened to the re la t ives of  those men back home.  They were probably  to ld

tha t  t hey  we re  m iss i ng  i n  ac t i on ,  because  t h i s  was  e i t he r  a  l i t t l e

be fo re  Wor ld  h la r  I  o r  a  l i t t l e  a f te r .
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M:

CH:

Anyway, the mit  i ta iv aufhoi i t ies had no ideaThaf rhis man had-survived.

He jus t  k ind  o f  c rouched down among the  c reosote  bushes  or  mesqu i te  bushes

c lose  to  the  r i ver .  He jus t  c rouched down to  the  s ide  in  the  dark  and when

they lef t  he just  went At^ lOL, and I  imagine they thought they had ki l led

him too. Anyway, he was an eyewitness to the whole incident.  He said that

after they had been gunned down they were razed over w'ith the same tractors

or  whatever  they  had been d igg ing  w i th ,  as ide  f rom the  manua l  too ls  they

were  us ing .  I  th ink  they  were  bur ied  there  on  the  s ide .  I  don ' t  rea l ]y

recal l  what happened to them. Thjs man trusted my father wi th th js infor-

mat ' ion,  but he was always afraid that  some author i ty might f ind out about

i t ,  so he probably never,  ever to ld anyone else about th is story.  I  may

have  le f t  ou t  a  few l i t t l e  de ta i l s ,  bu t  I  th jnk  tha t  I  made my po in t  c lea r .

You stated that your parents were in farming?

Yes,  a t  one t ' ime my fa ther  had two I  i t t ' l e  fa rms,  a  f i ' l l i ng  s ta t ion  and a

l j t t l e  candy  s to re .

D jd  he  ever  h i re  any  i l l ega l  a l ' i ens?

Not  to  my know' ledge.  He had th is  Ind ian  man work ing  fo r  h im fo r  a  long

t ime,  then he  had a  b lack  man work ing  fo r  h im and somet imes he  wou ld  h i re

re la t ' i ves  tha t  were  ou t  o f  work .  As  I  reca l l ,  I  don ' t  th ink  he  ever  h ' i red

i l lecJa l  a l iens .  He h i red  a  man f rom M6x ico  one t ' ime,  bu t  he  took  h im down

to what must have been the imm'igrat ion of f ice.  He arranged for him to have

h is  papers . . .  He he lped tha t  man become a  c i t i zen  be fore  he  h i red  h im.

Except  tha t  i t  d idn ' t  tu rn  ou t  to  be  such a  good jdea because as  soon as

the  man knew he had h is  1ega1 papers- -h is  c i t i zensh ip  papers  w i th  h im- -

he  le f t .  He took  o f f  and never  re tu rned and I  don ' t  th ink  he  ever  pa id

my fa ther  (even in  work)  back  fo r  my fa ther  s t ra igh ten ' ing  ou t  h is  c i t ' i zen-

sh j  p  papers  .
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there  any th ing  e lse  tha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  te l l  me about  your  ch i ldhood?

th is  s to re  and serv jce  s ta t ion ,  d id  he  have anyone e lse  work ing  fo r  h im

or  jus t  the  fami ly?

I  th ink  i t  was  jus t  the  fami l y ,  as  I  reca l l ;  I  was  s t i l l  qu i te  sma l l .

What  o ther  s ign i f i can t  events  wou ld  you l i ke  to  te l l  me about?

h le l l  l i ke  th ings  tha t  happened jn  schoo l  o r  ou t  o f  schoo l?

Both ;  in  schoo l  wou ld  be  okay .

We11,  I  remember  tha t  we had a  pr inc ipa l  who used to  spank  some ch i ld ren

for  speak ing  Span ish  in  the  schoo l .  Most  Mex ican Amer icans  were  no t  aware

of  the  te rms o f  the  Trea ty  o f  Guada lupe H jda lgo  then,  because I  know tha t

i f  my mother had heard about th is she would have gone out there to ta lk to

the  pr inc ipa ' l  about  i t .  Now we know tha t  the  Trea ty  o f  Guada lupe H ida lgo

7 |hbs  a  phrase tha t /  says  tha t  the  Span ish  cu l tu re  w i l l  be  cont inued in  th is

area  wh ich  cons js ts  o f  Texas ,  New Mex jco ,  Ar izona and Ca l i fo rn ia .  So there

is  no  one tha t  can  te l l  a  Mex ican Amer ican tha t  he  cannot  speak  Span ish ,

he  cannot  wr i te  Span ish ,  he  cannot  cont inue the  Span ish  Amer ican or  Mex ican

Amer ican cu l tu re  in  th is  a rea .  Anyway,  th is  p r inc ipa l  was  work ing  aga ins t

that Treaty,  but  maybe l ' ike I  said,  she was not aware of  i t  e i ther-- that

she was breaking

ru le ;  ' i t  was  no t  w r i t t en  anywhere ,  bu t  t he  p r i nc ipa l  d ' i d  spank  the  ch j l d ren

fo r  speak ing  Span i sh  i n  t he  schoo l s .  A l so  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  add  t ha t  when

I  wen t  t o  schoo l  j t  was  a  t raumat i c  shock - -no t  ve ry  se r jous ,  bu t  so r t  o f ,

t o  go  i n  a  schoo l  where  the  teacher  spoke  Eng l i sh  a l l  day  1ong .  ( i  t h ink

the  f i r s t  yea r  we  on l y  wen t  ha l f  t he  day . )  S ince  we  were  Span ish  speak ing ,

we were asked to go two years to  f i rs t  grade.  One year i t  was ca l led " low

f i r s t , "  t he  second  yea r  i t  was  ca l l ed  "h i gh  f i r s t . "  Acco rd ing  t o  t he

pub l i c  schoo ls  o r  t he  Schoo l  Board  /T t  was  se t  up  th i s  way /  so  tha t  we

M:  I s

I n

CH:

M:

CH:

M:

CH:

/the terms of| the Treaty. As I rememberit was a school
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wou ld  lea rn  to  speak  Eng l i sh  as  sn ra l l  ch i ld ren ' in  two  years . I  don ' t

know what the idea of  holding us back for one year was. I  remember my

f i rs t  few days  in  schoo l ,  o r  maybe the  f i rs t  year ,  I  d idn ' t  unders tand

a s ing le  word  tha t  the  teacher  sa id .  I t  was  very  insecure  fo r  a  smal l

ch i ld  to  go  th rough an  exper ience l i ke  tha t ,  bu t  I  th ink  I  overcame.  i

d idn ' t  l i ke  the  idea  tha t  c i t y  ch i ld ren  ( i t  was  a  coun t ry  schoo l  then)

only went to f i rst  grade for one year and chi ldren from l4exican American

ne ighborhoods had to  go  to  f i rs t  g radefor two years .  Th is  was a  s tandard

ru le .  I  th ink  i t  was  changed ' in  1957,  maybe a  l i t t le  ear l  je r .  Anyway,

gett ing lbacX/ to that ,  I  a lways fel t  bad that we had to go two years to

f i rst  grade. I  overcame that when I  was jn foruth grade because I  had an

extremely good teacher that  re jnforced the chj ldren when they did good.

She went  by  a1 l  the  educat iona l  ru les .  I  go t  ahead o f  my c lass ,  so  she

had me double promoted from the fourth grade to the s ixth grade. I  remember

the  f i rs t  day  I  went  to  5 th  g rade she d idn ' t  even ass ign  books  to  me;  she

to ld  me the  fo l low ing  day  jus t  to  go  on  to  the  s ix th  g rade.

M:  In  the  o ther  g rades  what  exper iences . . .?

CH:  Wel l  i t  was  another  t raumat ic  exper ience.  I  imag ine  i t  was  the  charac ter  o r

the personal i ty of  one teacher compared with the other.  For some reason I

fe l t  that  the other teacher (her name was Mrs.  Sizemore) resented the fact

that  I  was doubled promoted. I  remember she even cal led the pr incipa' l  one

t ime on me.  I  was  very  embar rassed jn  f ron t  o f  the  c lassroom.  She sa id  I

was  d ' i s rup t ing  the  c lass  and  I  den jed  i t .  She  to ld  the  p r inc ipa l ,  "Tha t

g i r l  i s  deny ing  i t . "  I  know my who le  fami ly - -my bro thers  and s is te rs  be-

fore me, my snal ler  brothers and sisters--we al l  had a good record in school

o f  no t  be ing  d is rup t ive  ch i ld ren .  Anyway,  I  th ink  I  was  too  scared jn  tha t

c lass  to  ever  a t tempt  d is rup t ing  i t . I  remember that  i f  I  ever  asked her
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for  he lp - - i f  I  thought  I  was  ge t t ing  beh ind  in  the  c lass- -she wou ld  te l l

some o ther  ch i ld  there  to  he lp r re ,  bu t  she  never  o f fe red  to  he lp  me and

when I  asked her  fo r  he lp  she never  gave me the  he lp  I  needed in  tha t  c lass .

By  the  end o f  the  schoo l  year  even tha t  d idn ' t  s top  me,  tha t  d idn ' t  de ter

me. By the end of  the school  year I  was ahead of  the /othefT chi ldren

in  Math ,  Eng l i sh ;  I  was  mak ing  A 's  aga in .  She  gave  me a  C  in  l4us ic  wh ich

' i s  a  sub jec t  tha t  cannot  be  proven w i th  paper  in  b lack  and wh i te  tha t  I

was  mak ing  an  A,  bu t  the  prev ious  years  I  had made an A in  mus ic  up  un t i l

tha t  year .  I  don ' t  reca l l  what  o ther  sub jec t  she  gave me a  C in .  She

d idn ' t  even bo ther  to  g ive  me a  B.  She gave me a  C.  I  remember  I  was

very ,  very  unhappy in  tha t  c lass ,  bu t  I  s t i l l  t r ied  rny  bes t  to  ge t  to  the

top  o f  the  c lass .  The fo l ' l ow ing  year ,  I  th ink  a t  a  teachers '  meet ing ,

they considered double promot ing me again to El  Paso High, but I  am g' lad

tha t  one teacher  in  the  group was aga ins t  j t  because I  don ' t  th ink  my

emot iona l  leve l  was  on  par  w i th  jun io r  h igh  schoo l  s tudents ,  so  I  fo l lowed

a long jus t  one year  ahead o f  my c lassmates .  But  when I  l rans fer red  to  a

c i ty  jun ' io r  h igh  and h igh  schoo l  (Techn ica l  H ' igh  Schoo l  )  I  was  very  much

on  the  leve l  w i th  the  o ther  ch i ld ren .  Because  l j ke  I  sa id  be fo re ,  the  c i t y

/Students/  were one year ahead of  us,  but  by th is t ime I  had caught up with

them.

M:  What  were  the  names o f  the  schoo ls  you a t tended? Grade schoo l?

CH:  Grade schoo l  was  A.  Cout "chesne Schoo l .

M:  D id  you ever  have to  change schoo ls  because your  paren ts  moved,  o r  someth ing?

CH:  No,  we never  d ' id .  F rom Courchesne Schoo l  I  th jnk  we shou ld  have been t rans-

ferred to El  Paso High School ,  but  my parents thought that  El  Paso Tech was a

better school  and they transferred us to El  Paso Tech.
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M:  So a l1  your  g rade schoo l  was  in  jus t  ther t

CH: Yes. Courchesne School  and from there on

grade then on  to  the  n in th  g rade.

one schoo l  ?

to El  Paso Tech for the eighth

In  what  years  d id  you a t tend grade schoo l  and h igh  schoo l?

we l l ,  I  s ta r ted  g rade  schoo l  i n  1949 .  I  wou ldn ' t  say  I  "g radua ted , "  bu t

I  was  promoted to  jun io r  h igh  f rom Courchesne Schoo l  in  
. |956,  

and then I

was  in  Tech f rom Fa l l  
. |956  

to  
. |96 . l .

M:  Wha t  g rades  d id  you  make  in  h igh  schoo l?

CH:  | n le l l  more  o r  l ess  the  same as  I  made  in  g rade  schoo l .  I  neve r  made  a  C

excep t  i n  t ha t  6 th  g rade  where  I  had  those  p rob lems  w i th  tha t  t eacher ,  bu t

j t  was  mos t l y  A ' s .  I  t h i nk  I  do  have  a  f ew  B ' s  i n  my  h i gh  schoo l  r eco rd .

What were some of the c lubs you belonged to?

I  be longed to  the  Pan Amer jcan C lub ;  I  th jnk  I  was  par l iamentar ian  fo r  tha t

c lub .  I  was  secre tary  o f  the  Student  Counc i l ;  I  was  pres ident  o f  the

Nat iona l  Honor  soc ie ty ;  I  don ' t  be l jeve  I  was  an  o f f j cer  in  the  Futu . re

Teachers  o f  Amer jca .  I  don ' t  reca l l  a l l  the  honors  tha t  I  rece ived a ' long

the way. I  was in the Nat ional  Horror Society two years and in my senior

year I  was the president.

D id  you ever  represent  your  schoo l  o r  your  c lubs  in  any  compet j t ion  s ta te -

w ide  or  ou t  o f  town or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t?

Not  in  compet i t ion ,  bu t  I  remember  go ing  to  a  s tudent  counc i l  convent ion

in  Amar i l l o  represen t jng  Tech .

How were you treated in Amari l lo? were the peop]e the same as here in

E]  Paso?

I  don ' t  be ' l i eve  so"  I  th ink  the re  was  th ' i s  th inq - - rac ia l  d i sc r im ina t ion  in

Amar i l lo ,  bu t  s ince  we were  there  as  a  g roup,  i t  i s  very  hard  to  d ' i sc r im ina te

aga ins t  ch i ld ren  tha t  have the i r  sponsors  there .  But  there  was a  l i t t le
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inc ident  be fore  we went .

l0

I  be l ieve  a t  tha t  t ime there  was a  c lause the

Studen t  Counc i l  Assoc ia t ion  s ta tew ide  tha t  sa id  wh i te  ch i ld ren  sha l l

members  o f  s tudent  counc i l s  o f  Texas ,  and our  S tudent  Counc i l  had chosen me,

a Mex'ican American, to represent LTh"\/-. It had to be a boy and a girl .

They chose me as the gir ' l  and they chose a black boy, who was a very in-

te l l igen t  boy ,  Edd ie  Hadden.  I  remember  the  counse lor  ca l l ing  h im to  her

o f f i ce  and they  must  have exp la ined to  h im in  hushed tones  tha t  no  b lack

ch i ld  wou ld  be  a l lowed to  represent  the  schoo l  a t  the  Sta te  Convent ion .  I

remember I  was very hurt  for  that  boy then because I  th ' ink the counselor

or  somebody shou ld  have done someth ing  about  h im go ' ing ,  s ' ince  we,  the  s tu -

dent  body ,  chose h im to  represent  the  schoo l .  I  went  ou t  there  a  l i t t le

hear t less  because o f  tha t - - tha t  he  wasn ' t  a l : lowed to  repre ien l fhe  aCloo l

and nobody s tood up  fo r  h im;  no  one in  our  schoo l - -no  teacher ,  no  counse lor .

frle had to be 2 gtrls and 2 boys. Anyway, some other boy was asked to go

jn  h is  p lace ,  was  appo in ted  by  the  counse lo r  to  go  in  h is  p lace .  I  guess

some o f  the  o ther  s tudents  in  the  s tudent  body  took  i t  worse  than he  d id .

He  took  i t  l i ke  a  g ra in  o f  sa l t ,  accep ted  i t ,  and  tha t  was  i t .  Bu t  he  was

one o f  our  honor  s tudents ,  too ,  and he  graduated  in  the  top  10  per  cent  o f

our  c lass  a lso .

In  soc ia l  ac t i v i t i es ,  d id  you  par t i c ipa te ' i n  any  o f  the  honors  tha t  they

have for the students of  these clubs that you belon-oed to? For instance,

i f  they had dances did they halequeens?

Wel l ,  s ince  my parents ,  f f iV  fa ther  was a  l i t t le  s t r j c t  a t  horne  I  went  to

very few of  the school  dances. But i  d ' id,  I  remember at-- i f  you mean the

Spr inc  Prom and  the  Spr ing  dance ,  V€S,  I  was  chosen  "A l l  Tech  G i r l , "  "A l l

Schoo l  G i r l " ;  I  represented  the  s tudent  body  as  "A l I  Schoo l  G i r l "  a t  the

in

be
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Spr ing  F ies ta  o r  wha teve r  i t  was .  And  aga in  I  t h ink  the  s tuden t  body

compensated th js  boy for  the inc ident  that  had happened before,  because he

was  chosen  "A l l  Schoo l  Boy , "  wh jch  was  ve ry  ra re  i n  t he  
. | 950 ' s  

f o r  a  h igh

schoo l  i n  E l  Paso  to  have  a  b lack  "A l I  Schoo l  Boy . "

M:  Wha t  o the r  j n te res t i ng  even ts  o r i nc iden ts  s tand  ou t  i n  you r  e lemen tany

school  ?

CH: Wel l '  get t ing double promoted was one.  I  remember when they gave the IQ

tests  in  the 7th grade before I  was promoted to  h igh school ,  I  had the

h ighes t  sco re  i n  t hose  IQ  tes ts ,  i f  t hey  mean  any th ing .  I  don ' t  r emember

wha t  schoo l  yea rs ,  bu t  i n  mos t  o f  my  g rades  I  rece i ved  the  c ' i t j zensh ' i p  award

tha t  t hey  g i ve  to  a  g ' i r 1  and  a  boy - - j us t  a  s tuden t  f rom tha t  c lass .  A lmos t

eve ry  yea r  I  go t  t he  c i t j zensh ip  award  excep t  f o r  t ha t  s j x th  g rade  when  I

had  a l l  t hose  p rob lems .  I  t h ink  I  rece ' i ved  one  ce r t i f i ca te  fo r  improved

wr i t i ng ,  and  I  rece i ved  a  schoo l  ce r t i f i ca te  fo r  be ing  a  Pa t ro l  G i r ' l ,  and

tha t  was  i t .  The  yea rs  be fo re  I  had  rece i ved  f i ve  o r  s i x  ce r t j f i ca tes - -

one in  Eng l i sh ,  one ' in  Math ,  the  C i t i zensh ip  Award ,  one  fo r  Spe l l i ng .

But  tha t ' s  the  year  in  g rade schoo l  tha t  I  rece ived the  leas t  recogn i t ion .

I  don ' t  th ink  i t  bo thered  me then .  I  don ' t  even  reca l l  th ink ' i ng  abou t

i t  or  worry ' ing about i t .  I t  is  now as a grownup that somet ' imes I  wonder

how come that year I  received hardly any awards.

In  h igh  schoo l  what  o ther  honors  d id  you rece ive?

I  was  chosen by  the  Eng l ish  Depar tment  o f  our  h igh  schoo1. . .  i t  was  Out -

s tand ing  Student  in  the  Eng l ish  Depar tment .  They  cons idered me f rom the

Math  Depar tn ren t  too ,  bu t  they  had a  schoo l  ru le  tha t  you  cou ldn ' t  be  chosen

fnom both  the  Engf  i sh  and Math-Sc ience.

il
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M:  In  overa l l  ra t jng  what  was your  ou tcome a t  the  end o f  your  h igh  schoo l?

CH:  We11,  I  g radua ted  Va ' led ic to r ian  o f  my  c lass .

M: Was there anybody who chal lenged or quest ' ioned you on that honor? Was

there anybody opposing i t?

CH:  I  be l ieve  i t  was  fa i r l y  done.  There  was one th ing  tha t  maybe now' i t

wou ldn ' t  make any  d i f fe rence,  bu t  back  in  the  '50 's  ( t f ra t  was  l96 l  when I

g raduated)  th ings  were  a  l i t t le  d i f fe ren t .  I  th ink  some o f  the  s tudents

be l ieved tha t  some o ther  s tudent  shou ld  have been sa lu ta to r ian  s ince  we

had a  mar r ied ' lady  graduat ing  w i th  us ,  and she had been a t  our  schoo l  fo r

on ly  one year .  But ,  s ince  tha t  goes  by  grades ,  I  th ink  maybe i t  was  done

far  and square .

M:  Do you remember  what  the  soc ia l  ac t i v i t ies  in  your  h igh  schoo l  were?

CH:  Wel l ,  as ide  f rom the  Proms and Spr ing  F ies tas  (wh ich  were  the  fo rmal  th ings) ,

I  th ink  in  my th i rd  year  in  h jgh  schoo l  they  s ta r ted  hav ing  a  schoo l  carn i -

va l .  Then they  had foo tba l l  games,  tea  dances- -now the  ch j ld ren  ca l l  then t

sock  hops .

What  were  the  soc ia l  ac t i v i t ies  in  your  ne ighborhood?

Wel l ,  s ince  I  l i ved  in  Buena  V is ta  Add j t i on  un t ' i l  I  go t  mar r ied ,  and

accord ing  to  the  newspapers  and soc io log ica l  s ta t j s t j cs  i t  j s  a  depressed

area,  we d idn ' t  have a  cornmuni ty  center .  I  th jnk  there  was a  smal l  rundown

dance ha l l  bu i l t  by  the  ve terans  somewhere  jn  the  ne ighborhood.  But  as ide

from that,  i t  was most ly neighborhood dances in pnivate homes.

What  was the  superv ' i s ion  in  those dance par t ies?

In the pr ivate homes? I  remember my parents were very outgoing. They

had a  lo t  o f  dances  a t  our  house.  I t  was  very  we i l  superv ised.  I  remember

i t  was  mos t l y  l i ke  famj l y  dances .

The parents  came wj th  the i r  ch i ld ren?

12
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CH: I t  was a dance for everybody-- the teenagers,  young peop' le maybe in their

20 's ,  mar r ied  coup ' les  in  the j r  30 's  w i th  sma l l  ch i ld ren .  My  paren ts  were

in  the i r  ear ' l y  40 's  o r  la te  30 's ,  and there  were  o ther  peop le  o f  my parents '

age l fhereJ- - the j r  f r iends .  Everybody danced and jo ined ' in  the  par t ies .

M:  So j t  was  a  fami ly  soc ia l  func t ion?

CH:  Yes .

M:  Were  there  any  cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t ' i es ' i n  your  schoo l?  In  e i the r  one?

CH:  No ,  none  tha t  I  reca l l .  I  was  t ry ing  to  th ink  o f  any th ing ;  bu t ,  no ,

there  were  no  cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t ies .

M:  How was your  le jsure  t ime spent  dur ing  your  teens?

CH:  Dur ing  the  schoo l  year  my parents  ind ica ted  tha t  we shou ld  spend our  t ime

do ing  our  homework .  I t  was  most ly  schoo l  o r ien ted .  0n  weekends we wou ld

spend our  t jme on  our  fa rm jn  New Mex ico  and a lso  in  the  summer t ime.  I t

was one of  the most pleasant per iods of  my l i fe because I  remember we were

sor t  o f  l i ke  f ree  sou ls  on  the  fa rm-- I  don ' t  mean f ree  love .  We had a

very,  very good t ime al l  summer long on our farm.

(A t  in te rv jewee 's  reques t )  We con t inue  in  Span ish .

Aqu i  con t inuamos en  espaf ro l .  iMe puedes dec i r  qu6 era  lo  que hac ian  a l ld

en el  rancho de tu papd en Nuevo M6xico?

Pues,  me acuerdo que se  empezaba e l  d ia  muy temprano.  Ya para  las  5 :00  o

las  6 :00  de  la  maf rana ya  and6bamos en e l  rancho ayudando a  mi  pap6;  1e  ayu-

ddbamos.  Ten ia  puercos ,  vacas ,  ch ivas  y  caba l los .  Pero  no  nos  de jaba pasear -

nos  en  los  caba l los  has ta  que acabdbamos e l  t raba jo  de  lo  que nos  daba en  la

maf rana.  Despu6S,  yd  por ' la  ta rde ,  cuando te rmindbamos 1o  que fbamos a  hacer

en la  mahana- -no  hac famos nada pesado,  pero  como de dar les  agua a  los  an ima les ,

a ' l go  as f ,  o  sacar  la  a l fa l fa  de l  cuar t i to  de  la  a l fa l fa  y  dar les  a l fa l fa

a  las  vacas  y  1os  caba l los ,  s i  no  andaban  en  la  pas tu ra .  Ya  por  las  ta rdes

l3
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nos pasdbamos el  t iempo abajo

el  Rio Grande, pero en el  lado

M: iTu pap6 no tenfa ningi ln otro

CH: Era contrat ' is ta de camiones de

" t roca" .  Y  ten ia  mis  hermanos

personas trabajando tambi6n.

t4

de los  6 rbo les  ce rca  de l  r fo ,  que  v iene  s iendo

de Nuevo M6x ico .

tra baj o ?

carga,  gu€ por  moch ismo uno d ice  que es

t raba jdndo l  e  y  usua lmente  ten fa  unas  o t ras

CH:

M:

CH:

M:  iY ,  ad6nde  mandaba  a  esas  " t rocas "  a  t raba ja r?

CH:  A  l a  c iudad  de  E l  Paso  y  tamb i6n  a  una  p . i ed re ra .

M:  iQu6  e ra  e1  t raba io  que  hac fan  a l l i ?  Corno  du ran te  l a  gue r ra ,  i qu6  hac ian

a l l i ?

iEn la  p iedrera?  Pues como yo  nac i  duran te  1a  segunda guer ra  mund ia l . . .

ZEra  la  Courchesne Quar ry  que l levaba 1a  p iedra  para  1a  p lan ta  de  cemento?

Si,  no me acuerdo muy bien pero s i  rne acuerdo que despu6s cuando estaba

poco mds grande,  gue una vez  6 l  d i jo  (no  p la t ' i caba mucho)  pero  nos  d i j ,o

que 61  t raba iaba en  e l  Courchesne Quar ry  y  es tas  " t rocas"  cargaban la  p iedra

a  ]a  p lan ta  de  cemento  y  luego en  la  noche en  la  p lan ta  de  cemento  ten ian

una como f i ib r i ca  de  p61vora .  Es to  e ra  durante  la  guer ra .  Y  as i  es  de  que

hacfan  como t raba jo  de  secre to  por  1a  noche las  " t rocas , ' ,  de  t ranspor ta r

1a  p6 lvo ra  de  1a  p lan ta  de  cemento  a l  depo t ,  d  los  ca r r j l es .

M:

CH:

M:

CH:

ZDel ferrocamil  ?

De l  fe r rocar r i l ,  que  d ice  uno de  noch ismo tamb ' i6n  que es  e l  " t ren"

iEs tds  yendo a  la  escue la  ahor i ta?

Despu6s de  la  secundar ia  rne  mat r icu l6  en  UTEP y  tengo l5  horas  de  UTEP.

Despu6s no segui ;  me cambi6 a t rabajar y t rabaj6 por c los afros,  y luego me

cas6.  Ahora  que se  fo rm6 e l  E l  Paso Communi ty  Co11eqe,  me mat r jcu ' |6  en

Community Col1ege, y estoy yendo a tomar unas dos o t res c lasses por semestre.

Muy despacio,  pero estoy acumulando horas y en poco t iempo pienso camb' iarme

otra vez a UTEP.
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M:  ZQu6  es  tu  ma jo r  en  Commun i t y  Co l l ege?

CH:  Pues ,  mds  b ien  es  po r  e ' l  camino  de  educac i6n .  Qu ie ro  un  bach i l l e ra to  de

educac idn .

M:  iY c6mo te estd yendo a l  I  i?

CH:  Todav ia  en  l as  c lases  que  tengo ,  t engo  r rA rs ' r .  Tuve  un  i nc iden te  en  UTEP

cuando  sa l i  de  l a  secundar ia  y  me  ma t r i cu l6  en  UTEP.  Ten ia  una  p ro feso ra

que  d i i o  en  l a  c l ase  una  anunc i6n  que  e l l a  no  daba  mds  que  una  "C "  a  sus

a lumnos  que  e ran  de  p r imer  a f ro  de  co ' l eg io - - f reshmen .  Bueno ,  en  es te ' i n -

c iden te  yo  p ienso  que  tamb i6n  fue  a lgo  que  no  hab ia  de  haber  pasado  po rque

en  m is  pape les  que  en t regud  y  en  1os  exdmenes  ten ia  yo  d igo  que  una  t rB r l

s i  no era una "A" .  Pero como ya habia anunciado que a los a lumnos de pnimer

a f ro  de  co leg io  no  l es  daba  mds  que  una  "C" ,  me  d io  una  "C" .  Deb ia  haber

s ido  "A"  pe ro  de  pe rd ida  me  deb ia  haber  dado  una  "8 "  po rque  yo  1a  merec i .

Y s ' iendo mexicano-amer icana de aquf  no pens6 de i r  a  preguntar ,  n ' i  a  aver iguar

ese  asun to  y  es td  en  m i  reco rd  y  s6  que  yo  no  h i ce  una  "C"  en  esa  c1ase ,

pe ro  tengo  una  "C" .  Pe ro  6sa  fue  ton te r i a  m ia  po r  no  i r  a  ave r igua r  eso

en su t iempo porque ya esa profesora ya no estd en UTEP.

M:  Y  cuando  us ted  t raba i5 ,  i qu6  fue  su  p r imer  emp leo?

CH:  De  o f i c i na  en  una  j oye r ia .

M:  i l i le  puede deci r  e l  nombre de la  joyer fa?

CH:  Feder ' s  Jewe le rs .  Puede  dec j r  uno  que  hab ia  poqu i ta  desc r im jnac i6n ,  pe ro  no

mucho porque 1a persona que estaba de tenedor  de l ibros era una sef rora

mex jcana  y  1os  emp leados  e ran  dos  amer i canos  pe ro  ten ian  pos i c iones  a l t as

en  l a  t i enda .  Los  demds  emp ' l eados  6 ramos  mex jcanos ,  pe ro  tamb i6n  nos

pagaban  muy  poqu i to ;  como d i cen  en  i ng l6s ,  "pesnu ts " - -nos  pagaban  cacahua tes .

M:  iY  l as  ho ras - -nunca  l os  de iaban  o -ve r t ime  y  1es  pagaban?
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a lasCH:  Nunca nos  pagaron over t ime y  t raba jdbamos de  las  B :00  de  la  maf rana

6:30  de  1a  ta rde ,  inc luyendo sdbados.  Despu6s una se f ro ran  la  que

es taba de  tenedor  de  l ib ros '  p id i6  que nos  d je ran  una ta rde  de  descanso y

nos  empezaron a  dar  una ta rde  de  descanso, 'pero  no  en  sdbado- -durante  la

semana.

M:  Entonces ,  ihab fa  descr im jnac iSn en  las  horas  de  t raba jo?

CH:  S f ,  habfa .  Prec isamente .

M: iD6nde mds trabajaste?

CH: Despu6s en Zork Hardware m6s o menos por un afro y medio o dos afros.  Tam-

b i6n  las  se f ro r i tas  y  se f ro ras  amer icanas  ten ian  pos ic jones  de  sFnographers ,

un  poqu i to  me jor  que nosot ros .  Tambj6n  es taban de  t raba jo  de  o f j c ina .  Pero

es tuve  de  i .nygntory  c le rk  y  despu6s de  a l l i  me cas6.

M:  iY  ahor i ta  qu6 haces? ZNomds es tds  yendo a  la  escue la  y  en  tu  casa?

CH:  Pues ahor i ta  hago mis  quehaceres  dom6st jcos .  Tengo a  mi  mar ido  que tengo que

ver  por  6 . | ,  y  tengo dos  n i f ros ,  una n i f ra  de  12  a f ros  y  un  n i f ro  de  c ' inco  a f ro i .

Y  apar te  de  eso ,  per tenezco  a  1o  que  le  l l aman G i r l  Scou ts  o f  Amer ica .

Soy  le .ader  y  tengo una t ropa de  n i f ras .  Apar te  de  es to ,  per tenzco a  V iPs

(Vo lun teers  in  Pub l i c  Schoo ls )  de  las  escue las  p f ib1 icas ,  y  a l  PTA (Asoc ia -

c ' i6n  de  Padres  y  Pro fesores) .

i t te  qu6 o t ros  eventos  h is t6 r jcos  te  puedes acordar  de  es ta  reg i6n?

Per tenec jendo a  inc identes  h is td r icos  me acuerdo que mi  papd nos  d i io  que

6ramos  a lgo  como te rcer  p r imos  de  C leo fas  Ca l le ros ,  Qu ien  esc r ib i6  l j b ros

h is tSr icos  de  aqu i  de l  suroes te  de  los  Es tados  Un idos .  E l  v iv i6  en  un  t iem-

po a l  p ie  de  la  monta f ra  de  Cr is to  Rey y  despu6s se  camb' i5  para  e1  cent ro

de  la  c iudad .

ZNo te  acuerdas  de  a lgunos  inc identes  in te resantes  ya  sean humor fs t i cos

o  t r6g i  cos?

M:

CH:

M .
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CH: Pues,  me acuerdo de  un  jnc jdente  que nos  d i jo  mi  papS- - -cuando 6 l  es taba

n i f ro ,  tamb i6n  que  1e  pasS a  6 . | .  A  e l los  los  t ranspor taban  de l  "va l le

de Ar r iba"  de  E]  Paso cerca  de l  R io  Grande.  Desde Canut i l lo  los  t rans-

por taban a  la  escue la .  La  On ica  escue la  que hab ia  e ra  la  escue la  que l lamaban

e l  Smel te r  A l to .  Bueno,  es te  inc idente  que pas6 en  e l  Smel te r  A l to  es  que

iban todos  los  n i f ros  en  e l  coche que los  l levaba a  la  escue la .  Y  como mi

papd era  hu6r fano de  madre ,  todos  los  n i f ros  se  pe leaban con 6 . | .  Su  papd le

daba  d inero  o  du lces  o  a lgo  y  se  pe leaba  con  los  n ihos  o  los  n ' i hos  se

pe leaban  con  6 l - -en t re  los  dos  modos .  Y  a  61 ,  de  pun tap i6s ,  l o  echaban

para  a t rds  de l  coche.  Ten ian  que c ruzar  por  donde pasa e l  fe r rocar r i l

(1a  v fa  de1  t ren ly  es te  c je r to  d ia  que  iban  c ruzando ,  pas6  e1  t ren  y  toc6  la

mala  suer te  de  que 1e  peg6 a l  f ren te  de l  coche.  Y  a  los  n i f ros  que iban

at rds  de l  coche no  les  pasd nada inc luyendo a  mi  papS;  pero  a  1os  que iban

enf ren te  hubo unas  casua l idades ,  inc luyendo e ' l  se f ro r  que l levaba e l  coche,

que  l l evaba  e l  caba l lo ,  po rque  e ran  coches  de  caba l los .

0 t ro ' i nc iden te  que  1es  pas6  a  m is  papa5  es  que  cuando  e l los  compraron  su

prop iedad,  s ' iendo mex jco-amer icanos  la  tuv ie ron  que de fender .  de fender la  con

aintaS. Una Vez-vino un Sefr-or blahco al ranctrfto que tenian. Sgrnetj6 ylueria

fomaF cosas de alll cOmo si 61 ilueia efd0efr-0. l'fi--marnf Te diJo que ie saliera

de  su  p rop iedad  y  61  le  d j jo  que  no ,y  que  ya  no  ten ia  derecho  a l l i .  En tonces

mi  manrd  sac6 la  escopeta  y  lo  ech6 a  ba lazos .  Ese fue  nomds uno de  los  in -

c identes  que tuv ie ron  que de fender  su  prop iedad;  hubo var ios  o t ros .

i0tros mds rec' ientes?

En un t iempo un maest ro  de  la  escue la ,  como 1a prop iedad de  mis  papds es taba

ensegu ida  de  1a  p rop iedad  de  1a  escue la ,  t ra jo  a  los  n i f ros  de  la  escue la

para  que ar reg la ran  la  p rop iedad de  mis  papds para  hacer  un  lugar  para  que

los  n i f ros  jugaran.  Tuvo que sa l i r  m i  mamd a  aver iguar les  que era  prop iedad

M .

CH:
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M:

CH:

M:

CH:

de e l los  y  que no  ten fan  derecho a  meterse  a  la  p rop iedad de  e l los . ,  Y  tam-

bi6n era un maestro blanco.

iHab ia  bas tan te  lugar  en  la  escue la  para  que ' los  n i f ros  jugaran?

Habfa  bas tan te  lugar  en  la  escue la  para  que 1os  n i f ros  iugaran.  No hab ia

neces idad de  que se  met ie ran  a  o t ra  p rop iedad.

aA l l i i  en  e l  rancho no  tuv ie ron  d i f i cu l tades  con nad ie?

ZEn Nuevo M6x ico? Muchas veces  tuv imos que dec ' i r le  a  1a  gente  que por

favor  se  sa l ie ran  porque era  lugar  p rop io .  Y  toc6  veces  que era  gente  b lanca

y nos contestaban muy feo y nos daban miradas muy feaq porque yo creo que

no aceptaban que hub iera  gente  mex icana que fueran  duef ros  de  ranch i tos

tambi  6n .

iNo sabes  t f i  nada de l  t iempo de la  depres ' i6n ,  cuando hubo c r is is?

Que la  c r j s i s .  Pues ,  no .  Yo  nac i  en  e l  1943  pero  s i  me acuerdo  de  mis

papds haber  d icho ,  y  todav ia  hay  gente  en  Buena V is ta  que d icen que s i

no hubiera s ' ido por mi pap6 se hubieran muerto var ias gentes de hambre.

Como 6 l  ten ia  rancho 61  1e  rega laba a  1a  gente .  Ven ian  a  que 6 ' l  les  d ie ra

de comer  en  la  casa.  Mataba a1gr ln  an ima l  y  1es  rega ' laba la  carne .  Ten ia

su  negoc i to  de  camiones  de  carga  y  ten fa  cont ra tos  con verdu le r ias ,y  6 l

compraba por  mayor  var ias  legumbres  y  tambi6n  las  l levaba a  la  casa. , r  Como

las  habfa  comprado por  mayor ,  las  repar t ia  a  sus  vec inos ,  a  mucha qente  que

h sacar

e l  que  comer ,  comes t ib les .

iNo  sabes  nada  de  l a  Revo luc i6n  Mex icana ,  QUe fue  an tes  de  l a  dep res i6n?

No  s6  mucho .  Me  acuerdo  que  de  vez  en  cuando  p la t j caba  m i  pap6  que  su

papd  de  61  l e  hab fa  p la t i cado  de  Pancho  V i l l a .  M i  papd  una  vez  p resenc ' i 6

a lgo  de  que  se  oye ron  l os  ba lazos  de  Jud rez  a  E l  Paso  cuando  Pancho  V i l l a

pasd por  Judrez.  Pues estuvo campado en Ju6rez un t ' iempo.  Apar te de

M:

at- t .
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eso '  m ' i  abue l i ta  por  e1  lado de  mi  mamd par t i c ip6  en  la  Revo luc i6n

l4ex icana.  Como ya  habfa  d icho,  e ' l1a  fue  en fermera  an tes  de  ven i rse  para

los  Es tados  Un idos .

M:  iY  de  la  in f luenza espaf ro l  de l  
. |9 . |8 ,  

no  te  contaron  nada tus  papds?

CH:  Sf  ,  en t re  la  fami l ia  de  mi  pap i i  hubo unas  exper ienc ias  muy t raurnd t icas .

A 6 l  se  le  mur je ron  sus  hermanas y  sus  hermanos.  Un poqu i to  t iempo antes

de eso,  se  habfa  muer to  su  mamd.  No p ienso que su  mamd se  mur j6  de l

t iempo de la  in f luenza,  pero  sus  hermanos s i .  Se  le  acab5 cas i  toda su

fami l i a .

M:  V  Oe t  t i empo  de  l a  p roh ib i c i5n ,  cuando  p roh ib ian  e l  l i co r  aqu i

Es tados  Un idos ,  i no  sabes  nada?

en lo i

CH:  No s6  mucho pero  yo  s6  que pasaban mucho l iquor  de  F l6x ico  para ' los  Es tados

Un idos .  Hay  has ta  co r r idos  que  en  ing16s  les  l l anan  ba l lads .  Uno  de  6sos

es  e l  "Cor r ido  de  E l  Paso" .  Se me hace que mi  papd d i io  que 6 l  par t i c ipo

muy poco en  eso tambi6n .  Y  una vez  lo  aprehend ieron  las  au tor idades

de  los  Es tados  Un idos ,  que  6 l  t ra fa  l i quor  en  los  gar ra fones  de  leche .

Le  preguntaron  qu6 t ra ia  a1 l f  y  les  d i jo  que t ra ia  agua.  Y  tocS que e1

gar ra fdn  que abr ie ron  s i  t ra ia  agua,  y  lo  de ia ron  i r .  Se  les  escapS por

muy poqu i to ,  pero  se  les  escap6.  Pero  6 l  no  era  e l  r in ico .  Hab ia  mucha

gente ,  i gua l  de  hab la  espa f ro la  como de  hab la  ing lesa ,  que  pasaba  e l  l i quor .

ZNo sabes por  dSnde 1o  pasaban y  c6nro  1o  pasaban?

Lo pasaban por  la  monta f ra ,  lo  pasaban por  e1  des ie r to .  Pero  de  a l l i  en

mds no me acuerdo muy bien como p' lat icaban.

Y durante  1a  segunda guer ra ,  i c6mo los  a fec t5  a  su  fam' i l ia  de  us tedes?

Pues apar te . . .como ya  d i je  que mi  papd habfa  t raba iado en  t ranspor tando

1a p6 lvora  de  1a  p lan ta  de  cemento  a l  cen t ro  a  los  fe r rocar r i les .  Es

todo lo  que recuerdo.  Apar te  de  eso ,no  nos  a fec t6  mucho.

Ir1 :

CH :

M:

CH:
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M:  iDe  la  deva luac i6n  de l  peso  en  e1  '30 ,  ' 48 ,  ' 54  o  en '76?

CH:  No s6  muchorpero  como d ice  la  canc i6n ,  "Para  hacer  pesos  de

so lamente  e l  amer icano" .

ZY qu6  mds  d j ce?

Pues  es  todo  l o  que  recue rdo  aho r i t a .

"Pa ra  conqu is ta r  co razones  no  hay  como e l  de  un  mex icano" .  aY

t0  a  vo ta r  cuando  11e96  la  edad  de  vo ta r?

No  recue rdo  s j  t odav ia  ex j s t f a  e ' l  po l l  t ax ;  pe ro  como a  l os

pa ra  Ca l i f o rn ia  y  yo  sab ia  que  i ba  a  vo l ve r  a  E l  Paso  den t ro

empec6 a votar  hasta que vo lv i  a  El  Paso.  Ser fa de 2? o 23

a votar .  Pues s iempre t ra to de votar  educadamente.  Leo e l

1eo  /To  que  d i cen /  l os  cand ida tos ,  y  t ra to  de  i n fo rmarme.

iEs tds  a l  t an to  de  c6mo t raba ja  1a  po l f t ' i ca  aqu f?

20

M:

CH:

M:

a montones ,

c6mo empezaste

21 afros me movi

de  un  a f ro ,  no

afros que empec6

per i6d ico ,

CH:

M:

CH:

M:

CH:

Si ,  mds o  menos.  S i ,  s6  como t raba ja  e l  s is tema.  Nomds que es  una t r j s teza

que no  hay  mds mex ' i co-amer icanos  que par t i c ipen en  e l  s is tema po l i t i co  de

los  Es tados  Un idos .  S i  nos  un j6 ramos mejor ,  tuv i6 ramos mds derechos  que

1os que tenemos.

iMe puedes dec i r  por  qu6 hay  tan  poqu i ta  representac i6n  en ' la  po l f t i ca?

En pr imer  lugar ,  por  1a  descr jm inac jdn .  En segundo 1ugar ,  porque no  hay

bastan te  gente  que se  in te resa  hacer  a lgo  por  su  comunjdad,  a  sa l i r  ade lan te

a  hab lar  por  e l  g rupo de  mex icano-amer jcanos .

iQu i6nes  habrdn s ido  leader !  mex icano-amer icanos  en  e l  pasado?

E l  A lca lde  Mun ic ipa l  Te l les .  Ha  s ido  o t ros  poqu i tos .  No  en  e l  pasado ,

s ino  en  e l  p resente ,  uno que yo  conozco.  (Voy  a  cambiar  o t ra  vez  a l  ing16s . )

I  am very proud of  th is man because he is a l t lexican-Arner ican. He is my

cous in .  He  i s  a  c lose  re la t i ve .  He  has  been  an  ac t i v i s t ,  I  guess  a l l  h i s

I  i fe .  He has  h is  Ph.D.  now f rom Stan ' f ,o rd  Un ivers i ty  ' in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  He was

M:

CH:
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a pro fessor  a t  Berke ley .  L ike  I  sa id ,  he  has  a lways  been an  ac t1v is t .  He

is  a  dynamic  person.  In  the  
. l960 's ,  

I  th ink ,  he  was f i red  f rom Berke ley

because he  s ta r ted  ho ld ing  c lasses  ou t  in  the  open on  the  co l lege campus

ins tead o f  the  c lassrooms.  I  th ink  tha t  f rom there  he  s ta r ted  work ing

wi th  the  ch icano  movement .  R igh t  now he  i s  in  wash ing ton ,  D .c .  He  i s  a

lobby is t  fo r  the  Mex ican-Amer jcan group.  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  he  was the

head o f  the  Mex jcan-Amer ican lobby  in  Wash ing ton .  I  be l ieve  las t  month  he

s tepped as ide  and le t  somebody e lse  take  over  because he  be l ieved tha t

somebody e lse  m ' igh t  do  a  be t te r  job  than he  was do ing .  He d id  say  in

the  E l  Paso T imes tha t  /Congressman/  R ichard  Whi te  was no t  do ing  any th ing

for  the  Mex ican-Amer icans  in  Wash ing ton .  R ' i chard  Whj te  responded tha t  he

was no t  a  p rom' inent  person in  the  communi ty - - ' l i ke  who was he  to  be  c r i t j c iz ing

R ichard  Wh i te .  And  j t  doesn ' t  take  a  p rominen t  person  to  speak  ou t  in

po ' l i t i cs .  An  o rd inary  c i t i zen  can  say  R ichard  Wh j te  j s  no t  do ing  a  good

representa t ion  o f  Mex jcan-Amer icans .  I  be l ieve  th ' i s  i s  a l l  I  can  say

about  th is  man,  except  tha t  a l  I  the  fami  l y - - the  fami  1y  c i  rc l  e - -aunts  ,  unc ' l  es ,

cous ins ,  we  a re  a l1  ve ry  p roud  o f  h im.  He  j s  Manue l  F je r ro ,  J r .

iCudndo fue  la  p r imera  vez  que t f i  o is te  1a  pa labra  "ch icano"?

That  was in  my teens ,  bu t  then I  th ink  i t  had  a  d j f fe ren t  connota t ion ,  a

d i f fe ren t  mean ing  than j t  does  now.  To  us  as  teenagers  i t  was  jus t  l i ke  a

s lang fo r  "Mex ican-Amer jcan. ' "  Now I  th ink  i t  i s  the  s tandard  word  to  s tand

fo r  "Mex ican-Amer ican . "  I t  i s  used  jn te rchangeab ly .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  i s  a

s lang word  any  more .

What  i s  your  op in ion  about  the  Ch icano movement?

I  am very  much  fo r  the  Ch icano  movement  as ' long  as  i t  i s  non-v io len t .  I

don ' t  be l ieve  in  tak ing  up  a rms o r  any  k ind  o f  v io lence .  I  be l ' i eve  in
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cu l tu ra l  change  th rough  the  movemen t ,  bu t  peace fu l ' l y .

I ' 1 :  Wha t  do  you  t h i nk  abou t  i 11ega l  a l i ens?

CH:  I  have  t o  t h i nk  a  l i t t l e  abou t  t he  ques t i on .  I  t h i nk  deep  down  i ns i de  I

am aga ins t  i t .  I  am ve ry  much  aga ins t  t he  i l l ega ' l  a l i ens .  I f  t hey  immi -

g ra te  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  become c i t i zens ,  become respons ib le  members

of  the communi ty ,  I  am a l l  for  that .  But  i f  they come over  and of fer  them-

selves for  lower  wages which in  iurn lo ! {ers  everyb-ody]_s pay,  i  am very much

aga ins t  t he  s i t ua t i on  i n  t h i s  way .  I  be l i eve  the  Mex jcan  gove rnmen t  i s

to  b lame fo r  t h i s .  They  shou ld  do  someth ing  abou t  t he i r  own  peop le - -e i t he r

create jobs or  f jnd sorne way to  take care of  the i r  own people,  because they

a re  c rea t i ng  p rob lems  fo r  t hemse lves ,  f o r  t he  Mex ican -Amer j cans  on  th i s

s ' i de ,  and  o the r  respons  i  b l  e  c  i  t i  zens  .

Before  we c lose  th is  in te rv iew I  wou ld  l i ke  to  add 7 |Th i ;y ' ,  s ince  I  reca l led

about  our  days  on  the  fa rm.  There  lvas  one inc jdent  tha t  I  reca l l  tha t  i s

qu ' i te  ou ts tand ' ing  in  my rn ind .  I  be l  jeve  i t  was  in  
. l958  

or  
. |959 

when V ie t -

namese Genera l  a t  tha t  t ime,  Van Th ieu ,and A j r  Marsha l l  Kou Ky  were  a t  For t

B l i ss .  They  were  tour ing  the  a rea  and  mi l i t a ry  o f f i c ia l s  f rom For t  B l j ss

asked the  Border  Pat ro lo r  the  Immigra t ion  here ' in  E l  Paso to  recommend a

farm or a p ' lace where they could show these men how smal l  farms in El  Paso

or in America operated. The Border Patrol  in turn recommended our father 's

fa rm.  They  took  them in - - I  th ink ' i t  was  two  o ther  m i l i t a ry  o f f i c ia l s  (Amer i -

can o f f i c ia ls )  to  our  fa rm,  and I  met  Kou Ky  and Van Th ieu .  I  th jnk  a t

tha t  t ime my s is te r  and I  were  a t  the  fa rm wi th  my fa ther .  I t  was  an  ou t -

s tand ing  inc iden t ' i n  my  mind ;  i t  was  a  p leasan t  occas ion  to  be  ab le  to

par t i c ipa te  in  an  in te rna t iona l - - I  can ' t  th ink  o f  the  word- -we l '1 ,  what  you

ca l l  no t  an  " in te rna t jona l  exchange, "  bu t  f rom one cu l tu re  to  another  cu l tu re .

in  c los inq  th is  ' i n te rv iew I  w ish  to  thank  you  fo r  coopera t ing  in  record ing

th is  Ora l  H is to ry  jn te rv iew fo r  The Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso f i les .
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