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The most antmpated action movies of 2020

Anahy Diaz
The Prospector

With a new year comes a new wave of enter-
tainment and although award season for 2019
films just began, people are already buzzing
about this years action movie releases which
can become next year’s potential winners.

The year 2020 is the year of action movies
where we'll reunite with the world’s favorite Bad
Boys, finally get an answer to the classic Hol-
lywood question, “Who would win in a battle
between Godzilla and King Kong?” and witness
a world of action on the big screen.

The new decade began with what feels like the
early 2000s as we are greeted by Detectives Mike
Lowrey and Marcus Burnett one more time in
the highly anticipated movie “Bad Boys for
Life.” released Jan. 17.

The film directed by Adil El Arbi and Bilall
Fallah, stars Will Smith as Mike and Martin
Marcus as Burnett, where the duo team up to
take down the merciless leader of a Miami drug
cartel, Armando Armas, played by Jacob Sdpio.

The duo confront issues like job changes and
midlife crises. Although the audience can ex-
pect to see a plot similar to the franchise’s last
two movies, one can’t help but wonder what the
talkative pair have been up to since.

The same level of adventure can be expected
from “Birds of Prey: (and the Fantabulous
Emancipation of One Harley Quinn)” direct-
ed by Cathy Yan and starring Margot Robbie as

TEREHART T

Photo coustesy of IMDb
Birds of Prey: (and the Fantabulous Emancipation of One Hartey
Quinn) is an upcoming American superhero film based on the DC
Comics team, Birds of Prey.

Harley Quinn, a psychotic and fearless supervil-
lain the world met back in 2016 as she battled
alongside other supervillains in the film “Sai-
cide Squad”

Photo courtesy of Screengeek

"Godzia vs. Kong” is an upcoming American film directed by Adam Wingard and written by Terry Rossio.

However, in this film, the audience will see
Quinn come into her own as she faces the af-
termath of splitting up with the Joker by joining
superheroes Black Canary, Huntress and Renee
Montoya to save the life of young Cassandra
Cain from a crime lord. Audiences can see the
battle starring the iconic Quinn on Feb. 7.

Another battle you won't want to miss coming
to theatres March 27 is the live action adapta-
tion of the 1998 Disney film, “Mulan.”

The film, directed by Niki Caro stars Liu Yifei
as Hua Mulan, the eldest daughter of an hon-
ored warrior who steps up to take her ill father’s
place when the emperor of China announces

one man per family must serve in the Imperial
Chinese Army to defend the country’s honor

against the Huns.

Disguised as a male warrior, Mulan embraces
her true potential alongside Donnie Yen, Gong
Li, Jet Li and Utkarsh Ambudkar in a battle to
save the country and challenge the status quo.

Others who will be unveiling their true poten-
tial indude the five mutant heroes who we will
meet on April 3 is “The New Mutants,” a film
directed by Josh Boone, starring Anya Taylor-
Joy, Maisie Williams, Charlie Heaton, Blu Hunt
and Henry Zaga.

‘The movie is said to be the final installment of
the X-Men film seties as it centers around the
story of five young mutants who belong to the
first group of graduates from Charles Xavier's
school.

The team must face their past sins and try to
save themselves as they begin to discover their
abilities while being held in a seaet fadlity

The action continues throughout the year as
the world joins James Bond, played by Daniel
Craig, in the twenty fifth instalmer®t of the James
Bond film, “No Time to Die>set to be released
on April 10.

After leaving active service, we are rejoined
with 007 in Jamaica, where he is enjoying a tran-
quil life. That is, until his friend Felix Leiter from
the CIA turns up asking him for help to rescue
a kidnapped scientist. The rescue mission turns
out to be more difficult than expected, leading
Bond to go on the hunt for a mysterious villain
armed with threatening new technology.

Craig is joined on screen by Oscar-winning
actor Rami Malek along with talented actors
such as Lea Seydoux, Lashana Lynch and Ana
de Armas, under the direction of Cary Joji Fu-
kunaga. The action spy movie, contrary to the
title, is expected to be a film moviegoers will
want to make time for.

A mystery people will also want to uncover is
the one Scarlett Johansson is set to bring as she
returns to her role as Natasha Romanoff, to tell
the superheroine’s story in the anticipated Mar-
vel Studios’ movie, “Black Widow.”

The film, directed by Cate Shortland, is the
first full-length film centered around the char-
acter. It takes place following the events of
“Captain America: Civil War;” as Natasha is on
the run from the government after having dis-
obeyed the Sokovia Accords and for helping
Steve Rogers, also known as Captin America.
With supporting actors like Florence Pugh as
Crimson Widow and David Harbour as Red
Guardian, Marvel fans can expect to learn more
about the Avenger’s aysterious past starting
May 1.

However, Black Widow isn't the only super-
hero the world will be talking about. Wondex
Woman, played by Gal Gadot, is expected to de-
liver thrilling action on June 4 in DC Extended
Universe's “Woader Woman: 1984”

Director Patty Jenkins rejoins us with Ama-
zon demi-god, Diana Pierce, after having first
met her in “Wonder Woman™ where she con-

fronted forces of evil in World War I to end bu-
man conflict.

Unfortunasely, the conflict does not end.
This time around the superhero faces problems
with the Soviet Union during the Cold War in
the 1980s and finds two formidable foes by the
names of Maxwell Lord and the Cheetah. Jain-
ing the action with Wonder Woman, indude
Chris Pine, Kristen Wiig, Pedro. Pascal, Robin
Wright and Conanie Nielson in supporting roles.

One who is also up for action is Captain Pete
“Maverick” Mitchell, played by Tom Cruise,
who will return in “Top Gun: Maverick,” the
sequel to the 1986 film, “Top Gun™

The film, dlmdedby]osqﬂl((«nnhlssetm
the world of drone technalogy and fifth genera-
tion fighters. As one of the Navy's top aviatur’s,

“ Maverick, trains Jop Gun graduates for a mis-

sion no living pilot has ever seen.

It is then that Maverick encounters Lianten-
ant Bradley Bradshaw, played by Miles Teller,
the son of his late best friend, Lieutenant Nick
Bradshaw, also known as Goose. Faced with ad-
versity of a dangerous mission, while anfront-
ing the ghosts of his past, Maverick must face
his deepest fears and make ultimate sacrifices
on June 26.

Other conflicts indude the ones Finn Wolf-
hard, Mckenna Grace, Paul Radd and Carrie
Coonmlltl'ytofaoeonhlymasthehdily

lssetSOymsaﬁaGhn‘hmll.asa&nﬂy
moves to a small town and soon discover their
connection to the ariginal Ghostbusters and the
With the help of friemdss the family builds on
the legacy by battling supernatural aeatures
and events bappening in-the-townof Sommer>=
ville, Okiahoma.
'Ihcﬁnaltopmqndmﬁlmdm

It is a fight betwern Gadzilla and King Kong
in a monster film directed by Adam Wingard
titled “Godzilla vs. Kong™ The two most pow-

“erful forces on earth will allide on Nov. 20 in a

battle of the ages as humanity fights for its fio-
Bobby Brown, Kyle Chandler, Rebeca Hall and
Brian Tymee Henry as-they watch the epic battle

With action films that reoniteold-faces and
preaent new ones, 2020 is apetad 0 be a
to the andience to decide if they too are np for
the adventure
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'The Gentlemen'’ is a quick-witted, actlon packed crime thriller
A solid film despite a few culturally insensitive jokes that s:mp/y fall flat

Bryan Meno
The Prospector

British filmmaker Guy Ritchi€’s latest film,
“The Gentlemen,” is an excellent action-comedy
crime thriller with as many twists and turns asa
rollercoaster to hell and back.

The film depicts a violent battle of wits be-
tween sophisticated British mobsters over the
lucrative, yet bloody, marijuana black market in
Ritchie’s fictional United Kingdom.

Ritchie is known for directing successful co-
medic crime films like his 1998 “Lock, Stock and
Two Smoking Barrels” and his 2000 “Snatch”
that capture this rugged, working-class London-
er aesthetic — sometimes known as cockney.

“The Gentlemen” is a continuation of this
prosperous streak of action-packed, quick-wit-
ted crime films, a streak that the director devi-
ated from to produce “Aladdin” for his five chil-
dren, among other reasons.

Breathing life into this intricatély clever
screenplay is a star-studded cast featuring Mat-
thew McConaughey as the cunning protagonist,
Mickey Pearson. McConaughey’s character is a
rags-to-riches tough guy that is not only street
smart, but also book smart since he went from
an unstable home in Tennessee to becoming a
Rhodes Scholar at the prestigious University
of Oxford, selling weed to the university’s rich
uppér-class student body.

Aside from his superb acting, McConaughey’s
snazzy outfits and his luxuriant curls are two de-
tails that amusingly bring this archetypal mob-
ster character to life.

The same can be said about the entire cast
when it comes to wardrobe. From stylish leather
jackets and turtlenecks to exuberant tracksuits,

BIENNIAL
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Photo courtesy of IMDb
The Gentlemen is a 2019 action crime comedy fiim written and
directed by Guy Ritchie, froma story by Ivan Atkinson, Mam Davies,
and Ritchie.

a major cornerstone of this film is quite simply
its wardrobe. McConaughey, however, took it a
step further with.his dapper-style wavy, curly
hair.

The film begins with a scene of Pearson enjoy-
ing a tall glass of English Lore beer accompanied
with a pickled egg in what.seems to be a British
pub. This scene is very Ritchie-esque consider-
ing Ritchie himself enjoys beer and even owns
his own pub in London with footballer David
Beckham that has English Lore on tap.

What seems to be a relaxing and elegant scene
quickly turns bloody. The film then proceeds to
tell the story of all the events leading up to this
one particular scene, that actually ends up tak-
ing an unexpected twist in the end.

Enter “Sons of Anarchy” actor Charlie Hun-
nam as Pearson’s reliable sidekick, Raymond,

OPENING
RECEPTION

Facebook.com/rubincenter
stagram @rubincenter
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and the iconic Hugh Grant as the whimsical
private investigator and hopeful screenwriter,
Fletcher, who gives the film its moments of
lighthearted comedy.

Fletcher somehow snuck into Raymond’s cozy
upscale home to negotiate a £20 million deal to
sell-a screenplay he wrote in exchange for this
large sum of money from Raymond.

Fletcher is literally blackmailing Raymond
with the actual screenplay because it's not just
any piece of writing. The screenplay is an actual
account of all the notes Fletcher took as an in-
vestigator for the opportunistic British tabloid,
The Daily Print, of all the messy dark deeds
committed by Raymond and Pearson in the
midst of a mobster business deal gone wrong.

The film's plot unfolds as Fletcher explains the
content of his screenplay, which again, are events
that actually happened and is just Fletcher basi-
cally touting his investigation to Raymond in
the form of proposing a screenplay.

One thing that must be discussed is Fletcher’s
sexuality and how it’s hilariously expressed in
his dialogue with Raymond.

In one scene, Raymond says it’s time for him
to go to bed, to which Fletcher responds, “Can I
come?” which obviously implies that he’s either
gay or bisexual, but in a Witty way.

It's a very simple comedic element and Ritchie
did well in strategically placing jokes through-
out the entire film— at least most of them.

On the topic of humor, some jokes simply fell
flat, like a joke about the appropriateness of say-
ing the term “black cunt”

Pickaxe rating
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The Hollywood Reporter criticized this “non-
woke” humor in its review of the movie assert-
ing, “The film's undercurrent of knowingly non-
woke humor is also slightly grating: weak jokes
about Chinese people having comically rude
names and mixing up English vowels, for ex-
ample, or a digression on whether it is racist to
call somebody a ‘black c—: These nagging de-
tails feel more lazy than willfully offensive, but
they are still oddly out of place in a film set in
multicultural 21st century London”

Ritchie might have missed the bullseye in that
regard, but Fletcher definitely kept the comedic
spirit alive throughout the movie.

Other big names in the film include “Down-
town Abbey” actress Michelle Dockery play-
ing Pearsons partner-in-criine/wife Rosalind
Pearson; “Succession” actor Jeremy Strong as
the film's conniving backstabbing antagonist,
Matthew Berger; Colin Farrell as the film's
track-suited father figure, Coach; and host of
BBC’s “The Travel Show” Henry Golding as the
other brutal antagonist, Dry Eye, who “explodes
onto the scene like a firecracker,” accordmg to
. Fletcher.

Fhe business mobster deal that goes wrong in
this film is between Pearson and Berger and it
has to do with weed — a lot of ite

Pearson plans to retire a bit early after a suc-
cessful career running a marijuana agribusiness. -

To read Menass full story, visit

TheProspectorDaily.com

Bryon Mena may be reached ot prospector@viop.adu

Welcome Miner!
Don't forget to Sign up for your
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