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/  f f r i s  i s  an  ora l  h ' i s to ry  in te rv iew w i th  l4 r .  Pe te  Leyva o f  3B l6  0x ford
St-  ,  El  Paso, Texas. Interv ' iewing is Oscan lo lar t fnez-,  July 22, 1976:/

Mr.  Leyva, would you tel l  me when and where you were born?

Pres id io ,  Texas .  That ' s  down in  the  B ig  Bend count ry .

What year?

I ' ve  go t  f t  r i gh t  he re  handy .  I  a lways  keep  i t  handy 'cause  a  lo t  o f  peo-

p le  ask  me,  "How o ld  a re  you?"

Your cert i f icate here says January 25, 1894.

R igh t .  That ' s  when I  was  born .

D id  you grow up in  Pres id io?

I was about f ive years old when we lef t  there,  went to t r lar fa, ,Texas. I ly

fa ther  used to  d r ive  the  s tage f r "om l4ar fa  to  Pres id io - -Shaf te r ,  rea11y .

The stage used to go from Marfa to Shafter and Presidio.  l4y father used

to  p ick  up  the  go ld  bans  abou t  tha t  b ig ,  and  qu icks i l ve r  jn  bo t t les  o f

s tee l  tha t  h igh ,  a t  Pres id io .  Somet imes when he  d idn ' t  have any  passen-

gers he had to have somebody to open the gates for  the stage, so he used

to take me to open the gates.  And we'd have a Ranger on top, two Rangers

in  the  f ron t  ,  and two Rangers  jn  the  back ,  ' cause we was loaded w i th  go ld

or  qu icks i l ver  when we d idn ' t  have any  passengers .  And my fa ther  used to

break ' in  horses  a t  the  same t ' ime on  the  s tage,  w ' i ld  horses  and mules .  I t

wou ld  run  f rom Shaf te r  to  a  l j t t le  p lace  there  they  ca l l  Ru idoso,  ea t  d in -

ner  therer  ahd then come in to  Mar fa .  We used to  leave Pres id io  about  7

o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing  and ge t  in  Mar fa  in  t ime to  pu t  the  go ld  on  the

t rucks  fo r  the  t ra in  to  p ick  i t  up  in  l " la r fa ,  Texas .  I t  wou ld  take  a t  leas t

s ix hours f rom Shafter to Marfa.

Where was the gold coming from?



LEYVA

L :

M:

L :

2

Shaf te r ;  and qu i  cks ' i l  ver ,  1  o ts  o f  i  t .

M ines  around tha t  a rea?

h le l l ,  there  was then.  A  lo t  o f  peop le  used to  go  ther "e  and p ick  up  a  l i t -

t l e  a t  the  t ime.  Yeah ,  we 'd  p ick  i t  up  n igh t  the re .  And  they  come in

s tee l  bo t t les  about  tha t  b ig .  I  was  too  smal l ,  bu t  I  cou ld  take  bo th  hands

and p ick  'em up.  I  cou ldn ' t  p ' i ck  up  the  go ld  bars  ' cause they  were  too

heavy ;  a  l i t t le  b igger  than a  br ick ,  go ld  bars .  So my fa ther  done tha t

for several  years and af ter  that  they f ixed the highway for peop' le to go

back and forth and they took the stage of f .  The men that owned the stage

was big store men in l4arfa,  Texas, named f ' lurphy and l , . la lker.  In other words,

my father worked for them, for  Murphy and l , la lker.  He took passengers to

Pres id io  back  to  Mar fa  and somet imes to  F t .  Dav is ,  Texas .

And you wou ld  go  a long fo r  the  r ide?

Sometimes. I f  my father had peop' le that  could get of f  and open the gates

for  h im,  I  cou ldn ' t  go ,  because I  went  to  schoo l  then.  I  had to  go  to

schoo l  .

Bu t  you  s t i l l  remember  r id ing  on  tha t  s tagecoach.

0h ,  yes j  I  knew a  lo t  o f  band i ts  and a l l  tha t  s tu f f  down there .

Do you remember  any  in te res t ' ing  exper iences? You ment joned band i ts .

We11,  a t  tha t  t ime,  be tween Ten l ' ingua and l4ar fa ,  the  on ly  t ime tha t  i  know.

0 f  course '  I  d idn ' t  see  them,  bu t  my fa ther  sa id  tha t  there  were  some fe l -

1as ,  cowboys ,  tn jed  to  h i jack  the  s tage;  bu t  he  had two guards  on  top  o f

the stage and two jn f ront  of  the stage--cowboys, Vou know, marshals--and

two in  back .  so  they  wou ldn ' t  dare  a t tack .  so  my fa ther "  was  pre t ty " lucky .

He never  was h i jacked.

He was never at tacked.

M:

L :

t4:

L :

M :

L :

M :
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l l lhat  was the most interest ing exper ience that you had going with him on

the stagecoach?

Let 's  see .  in  Ter l ingua they  c la imed tha t  there  were  Ind iansr  wh ich  there

were Indians there,  see? So every t ime we went through there,  I  a lways

wanted to  see the  Ind ' ians ,  ' cause I  was  a  k id ,  You know.  But  we never  d id

see any .  But  there  were  some there  in  the  h i l l s ,  in  the  mounta ins  there .

So i  d idn ' t  ge t  to  see any  o f 'em.  I  a lways  wanted  to ,  because I  was  go-

ing to school  and I  was going to give my teacher a story on that,  and I

cou ldn ' t ' cause  I  d idn ' t  see 'em.

You say  you went  to  schoo l  in  Pres id io?

h je l l ,  I  was  too  smal l  to  go  there .  I  on ly  went  there  one year ,  and then

the rest  of  the t ime in f t ' lar fa.

What  s tands  ou t  in  your  mind  o f  those ear ly  schoo l  exper iences ,  e lementa-

ry school  ?

You mean f rom the  schoo l ,  o r  in  my comings  and go ings?

Wel l ,  your  schoo l  years ;  f i r s t  in  schoo l  and then growing  up  in  your  ne igh-

borhood.

I  can ' t  remember  our  teacher 's  name,  bu t  (her  fami ly )  was  very  we l l  known

peop le  jn  l r4ar fa ,  G i l le t tes .  They  were  ca t t le  peop le ,  they  had a  lo t  o f

ca t t le ;  G i l le t tes .  She was our  teacher  when I  f i r s t  s ta r ted  to  go  to

Schoo l - - in  o ther  words ,  I ld  be  absent - - then I 'd  come back  and te l l  her

about  me go ing  w i th  my fa ther ,  so  I  was  excused.

You got a b ' ig break.

Yeah l  You see,  tha t  way  I  d jdn ' t  have to  go  to  schoo l .

D i  dn '  t  you  I  i  ke  schoo l  ?

M:
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Yeah,  because,  see,  ever  s ince  I  was  a  l i t t le  boy  I  a lways  wanted  to  be  an

ath le te  o f  some k ' ind .  A t  tha t  t ime we on ly  had baseba l l  and foo tba l1 ,

handba ' |1 ,  tenn is ,  and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  I  a lways  wanted  to  be  a  boy ,

a  man,  you  know;  so  I  took  up  baseba11 .  I  p layed  a  l i t t l e  foo tba1 ln  too ,

even here  a t  the  schoo l .  Me and Chr is  Fox  made the  f i rs t  touch downs in

the  o ld  t ' ime 's  game.

Were there a lot  of  Mexjcan Americans in the school  that  you went to?

Yes,  we was about  ha l f  and ha l f ;  I 'm ta lk ' ing  about  l .4ar fa  now.

How d i  d you get a ' long w' i  th Angl  os ?

lr /e l l ,  we managed because I  was kind of  a favor i te among the kids and some

of  the  g i r ' l s ,  because I  was  k ind  o f  a  ha l f -a th le te ,  you  know,  and I  used

to  wear  fancy  pan ts  up  to  here .  t l e l l ,  I  was  jus t  a  b ig  boy ,  tha t rs  a l l ;

I  used to  ge t  a round.

How d id  you ge t  a long w i th  the  teachers?

Very nice,  because I  was always obedient wi th my teachers,  I  was a' lways

wi l l j ng  to  do  someth ing .  L ike  say  on  Chr is tmas ,  I ' d  go  ou t  and  ge t  ho11y ,

mis t le toe  or  someth ing .  I 'd  c l imb the  t ree .  I  used to  be  good a t  tha t ,

too .

Were the teachers good to l t lexican Americans?

Wel l ,  in  a  way.  Jus t  l i ke  now,  they  had the i r  favor i tes ;  and I  was  one o f

thei  r  favor i  tes .

What  about  o ther  Mex ' i can  k ids?  D id  they  ge t  a long okay?

l , ' l e11 ,  i ' d  say  they  d id .  But  a t  f i r s t  they  were  a  l i t t le  backward  about

th ings ,  the  ln lex jcan k ids ,  you  know.  They  d idn ' t  g ive  them much a t ten t ion ,

i  guess .  But  fo r  some reason I  was  one o f  the  guys  tha t  cou ld  ge t  a long

pre t ty  good w i th  everbody ,  so  I  go t  a long pre t ty  good w i th  a l l  o f  them.

I'l:

L :

M :

L :

M :

L :



M:

L :

M:

L:

LEYVA

M:

L :

M :

L :

What  about  h igh  schoo l?

I  d idn ' t  go  to  h igh  schoo l  the re .

schoo l  .

Here  in  E l  Paso?

Yeah, but I  (a. lso) went to (elementary)

School  was L6pez's School  when I  went.

o r  '06 .  Then i t  changed to  Aoy .  Then

San Jac in to ,  and  then  to  h igh  schoo l .

Arizona Street fhEn,wh-eie the (School

bal  I  there,  and basebal  I  .

A t  what  age d id  you leave Pres jd jo?

I  jus t  s ta r ted year  he re  j n  h igh

schoo ls  here .  A t  tha t  t ime,  AoY

I  s ta r ted  there ;  tha t  was  in  
. |905

I changed from Aoy to Alamo, then to

The h igh  schoo l  was  r igh t  there  on

of  Nurs ing)  i s  now.  i  P laYed foo t -

I  was  about  s ix ,  seven years  o ld ;  be tween s ' i x  and seven.

So then you came to El  Paso. l ' lhy did your fami ly come to El  Paso?

Because af ter  they took the stage away.. .  My father was a man that could

hand le  horses .  He  used  to  ra jse  horses  o f  a l l  k inds ,  and  mu les .  A t  tha t

t ime,  when the  Army had mules  fo r  the  ammuni t ion ,  the  l j t t le  mu les ,  my

father used to raise them and sel l  them to the government.  See, we had a

ranch down there. And then we come here. So my father got word from a

fr iend of  h is to come, because they were hir ing good teamsters to come to

work  fo r  the  c i ty  a t  tha t  t ime.  When my fa ther  f i rs t  go t  w i th  the  c i ty ,

they used to have those wagons that opened on the bottom; they used to go

to the mountain to get the rock when they started paving the streets in

E l  Paso,  in  
. |905,  '06 ,  somewhere  in  there .  My fa ther  done tha t .

When you came here ,  where  d id  you l i ve?

0n  the  E l  Paso  S t ree t ,  Sou th  E l  Paso , " in  a  l i t t l e  d ingy  ho te l ,  t i l l  we  go t

s t ra ' igh tened ou t .
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Do you remember your f i rst  impressions of  El  Paso?

We1l ,  yes ,  because i t  was  someth ing  new.  Then,  on  the  o then hand,  they

had f i re  eng ines ;  and every  t ime they  had a  f ine ,  the i r  f i re  eng ines

would go down the street and make a lot  of  noise,  smoke. And I  used to

run  ou t  there  and see what  was go ing  on ;  I  l i ked  tha t .  Then they  had

parades ,  carn iva ls ;  and down in  Mar fa ,  we d idn , t  have them.  In  o ther

words ,  more  en ter ta inments ,  ' cause Mar fa  i s  on ly  a  smal l  p lace .

How long d id  you ' l ' i ve  jn  tha t  ho te l  on  South  E l  paso St ree t?

l^ le  d jdn ' t  s tay  there  bu t  about  s ix  o r  seven months , t i l l  we go t  a  house down

on Fourth and Stanton.

How long  d id  you  l i ve  the re?

We l ived there about three years,  because there was a colored school  for

co lo red  peop le ;  Doug las  schoo l ,  a l l  co lo red  peop le .  we  l i ved  r igh t  nex t

door to them.

Where was that located?

Stanton  and Four th .

And Douglas School  was there?

There 's  an  a l1ey ,  then nex t  to  the  a l ley  was Doug las  someth ing  now.

Where did you go to school  ?

I  s ta r ted  go ing  to  "Escue la  L6pez, "  wh ich  is  now Aoy Schoo l .

What do you remember about your exper iences jn that  school?

[ . le had some good teachens. I  was lucky to get along with teachers.  I  was

always doing someth' ing for  them, and I  got  a long with the teachers al l

the  t ime.  I  was  a  good boy  in  schoo l ,  even i f  I  say  so  myse l f .

D id  you have Ang lo  teachers?

Al l  Amer icans ,  n ice  teachers .  i  can  te ]1  you the  f i rs t  teacher  tha t  I  met

M:

L :

M :

L :

M :

L :

M :

L :
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- -was Mrs .  Ga l laghea;  she was the  pr inc ipa l  a t  Aoy  Schoo ' | .  And

at  A lamo we had Miss  H igg ings .  She l i ves  r igh t  here  on  Ar izona Stneet .

Somet jmes  I  ca l l  he r ,  she 's  s t i l ' l  l  i v ing .

How o ld  i s  she?

0h,  I  don ' t  know exac t ly .  But  we used to  ge t  a  k ick  ou t  o f  a  teacher  tha t

used  to  l i ve  a t  wha t  we  ca l l  o ld  For t  B l i ss "  Ins tead  o f  comjng  in  a  ca r '

in  those days  she use to  come in  a  buggy w j th  a  horse .  She was teach ing

four th  g rade and I  was  there ,  so  a t  about  I  o 'c lock  I rd  go  ou t  and g ive

the horse some water.  She used to park the buggy r ight  jn f ront  of  school

there  in  a  vacant  lo t ;  there  was a  t ree .  And I  used to  go  over  and g ive

h im a l fa l fa  and water .  Then I  cou ld  have a  l i t t le  fun  fo r  an  hour  o r

two.  See,  I  was  by  myse l f ,  I  cou ld  go  ou t ,  ge t  away f rom c lasses .

Were you a' lways try ing to get away from classes?

No;  we l1 ,  i n  a  way ,  yes .  When i t  was  a  l i t t l e  hard ,  I  wou ld ;  l i ke  say ,

Ar j thmet i c .  0 f  course ,  i  l i ked  Geography ,  bu t  I  was  a  l i t t l e  s low in

Ar i thmet ic .

When was the  f i rs t  t ime you went  to  Judrez?

In 1907. There used to be some boys that come to school  f rom Ju6rez at

tha t  t ime.

To your school  ?

No, they used to come to St . Mary ' s  Schoo l ,  down  on  0 regon  S t ree t .  I t

bus inessmen  today  t ha t  I  know  a re  s t i l l  l i v ' i ng ;was a  Catho l ' i c  Schoo l  .  B ig

Garc ia  and severa l  o thers .

tlhat do you remember about

| , r le l l ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  I  te l l

go t  acqua in ted  w i th  some o f

T1:

t .
L .

t4:

L :

Ju6.rez from those

you,  I  was  a lways

the peopl  e over

ear ly days?

but t ing  in to  somet ing .  I

there .  And you see,  a t  tha t
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t ime ny  fa ther  wasnr t  mak ing  much

k ids .  So I  a lways  t r ied  to  make

over  and  se l l  bander i l l as  a t  the

8

money, because there was four of  us

a  l i t t l e  money  on  the  s ide ,  so  I rd  go

bu l ' l f i gh ts .

0n  the  o ther  s ide?

Yeah l  l , l |e 'd  se l l  them fo r  two b i ts ;  we used to  ge t  them a  d ' ime a  p iece ,

and we 'd  se l l  them fo r  35  E Now you can ' t  buy  them fo r  a  do l la r  and

a ha l  f .

Did you make out pret ty good?

0h,  yes l  I  used to  b r ing  my mother  40  9 ,75  f , ,  B0  g ,  somet imes $ . | .00 .

D id  a  lo t  o f  Amer jcan tour is ts  go  down there  then?

Wel l ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  yes ,  there  were  a  lo t  o f  Amer icans .  You cou ld  wa lk

across there for  2 0 then. In later years the streetcar used to dr ive

around and come back- -open a j r  s t ree tcar "

D id  you have jobs  jn  E l  Paso when you were  a  k id?

I ' l l  t e11  you  how i t  was .  I ' d  ca l l  i t  a  job ,  ' cause  I  was  a lways  t ry ing

to make some money to take home. So tre f i rst  t ime I  went to sel l ing

newspapers  fo r  The E l  Paso News,  Warner 's  Drug Store  used to  be  r igh t  in

front of  the Post 0f f jce,  and I  used to sel l  The E_l  Paso Nsrws. A boy

to ld  me,  "h lhV don ' t  you  go  over  there  and se l l  papers?"  So I  went  over

there ,  and,  by  go l ' l y ,  I  so ld  f i ve  o r  s ix  papers  the  f i rs t  day ;  tha t  was

30 cents .  I  went  home wi th ' i t  and  gave i t  to  my mom.  But  a f te r  tha t  I

go t  smar t ,  b igger ,  and  I  so ld  The  T jmes  ' i n  the  morn ' ing ,  I ' d  f i n i sh  a t

about  8  o  ' c lock  or  8 :30 ,  and run  to  schoo l .  Then a f te r  tha t  werd  come

back  and se l l  The Her_a ld ,  E ]  Pg:q  Her .a ld .  So when I  go t  b ig ,  when I  was

se l l ing  papers ,  I  go t  to  work ing  as  a  s tu f fe r ,  s tu f f ing  the  papers .  But

a f te r  tha t  I  worked on  the  press ;  I  wanted  to  be  a  p ressman,  bu t  I  d idn ' t

M:

L :

M :

L :

M :

t .
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f in ish-  I  cou ld  have f in ished,  bu t  the  war  come on and then I  had to  go"

How long were you a newsboy?

About three years.  Because I  used to work for  The El  Paso Times, I  used

to  knowthe man tha t  used to  own the  o ld  For t  B l i ss ;  they  go t  a  res taurant

there  now.  He gave me a  job  one day ,  ' cause he  saw me on the  s t ree t  se l l -

ing  The E l  Paso Hera ld  Pos t ,  and he  says ,  "You come down and se l l  The

&g!."  I  went down there and I  used to sel l  f ive,  
. |0,  20 papers a day. I

got  to se11 20 papers a day before schoo' l  t ime.

What  t ime d id  you ge t  up  jn  the  morn ing?

About 6,  somet imes before,  when we had to stuf f  the comics on Sunday.

I  cou ld  se l l  one  paper  jus t  as  regu la r  as  you ' re  s i t t i ng  the re  a t  the

Ze ig le r  Ho te l ;  an  o ld  man.  0h ,  he  was  mean l  He  wou ldn ' t  l e t  newspaper

boys  go  in  there ,  he  used to  run  them a l l  ou t .  Bu t  he  took  a  l i k ing  to

me and I  used to  se l l  h im the  f i rs t  paper  every  morn ing .

what do you nemember most about those years as a newsboy? Do you recal  I

any  in te res t ing  s to r ies?

Yes. At The T' imes, we used to stuf f  the comics for  Sunday, and then on

saturdays, we used to stuf f  papers for  The Herald.  They used to give us

10 papersb  s tu f f  w i th  the  comjcs ,  so  tha t .wou ld  be  50  0 .  And then we

used to  ge t  a  do l la r  and a  ha l f  to  s tu f f  the  o ther  papers .  So tha t  was

$2.00  r igh t  there ;  tha t  was  a  lo t  o f  money.  i  used to  run  home and g ' i ve

i t to ltlama.

How long d id  you have to  work  to  ge t

We1 ' l  ,  the  press  used to  s ta r t  a t  5  o

abou t  6  o r  6 :30 ;  then  go  ou t  jn  the

and then run home and qo to school .

those $2 .00?

'c l  ock i  n t l "e norni  ng "  We'd be through

street another hour or hour and a hal  f ;

That ' s  what  I  had to  do .  But  the  fun-

l'1 :

L :
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n ies t  par t  o f  i t  was  th is :  A t  tha t  t ime,  o f  course ,  my peop le  were  poor

and I  had o ld  shoes  on ,  and somet imes i t ' d  snow and be  co ld .  So I  was

coming down the street one day and I  saw tennis shoes for .55[ , .  So I  made

up my mind on Sunday to sel l  that  many papers to buy those pair  of

shoes ;  and  I  bough t  them.  rCause  I  used  to  l i ke  to  p lay  ba11 .

You made enough money to buy your own tennjs shoes.

Yeah,  yeah l

D id  they  have k ids  fo rm Judrez  c ross ing  over  to  se l l  the  newspapers  in

those days?

I don' t  remember;  there were some from Cal i fornja.  We used to have news-

boys  tha t  t rave l led  f rom town to  town;1 ike ,  say ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  San  Franc isco ,

and Los  Ange les .  So i t  go t  so  tha t  we used to  have to  f igh t  to  se l l  papers .

So there was a n ' igger boy came fnom Los Angeles,  and he was tough. He came

down here and he said he was going to whip every newsboy on the paper;  so

I  to ld  h im I 'd  take  h im on.  I  knocked h jm down.  From then on ,  every  t ime

I 'd  go  to  Ca l j fo rn ia ,  he 'd  te l ' l  me ,  "Come on ,  you  he lp  me se11  papers . "

He was a  b ig  guy  there ;  they  had some k ind  o f  newsboys '  un ion ,  and he  was

head o f  the  un ion .  I  w ished I  had tha t  card ,  un ion  card ;  he  g ive  i t  to  me,

'cause I  was  tough,  see? He used to  te l l  them guys ,  "Th is  guy  wh ' ipped me

in  E l  Paso . "  (Chuck les ) .

D id  you ge t  in to  a  lo t  o f  f igh ts?

No,  jus t  w i th  ou ts jders .  Guys  come f rom Ch icago and d i f fe ren t  p laces- -

newsboys, t ramps. You know, they'd come into town and sel l  enough papers

t .o eat on, and then get going. So they're the ones that we had to put up

wj th .  We used to  he lp  them.

You he lped them out?

L :

M:

L :

M :
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0h ,  sune l  'Cause  I ' d  th ink . . .  "We l l ,  somet ime I rJ l  go  to  Ca l i fo rn ia  o r

some p lace  and they ' '11  he lp  me. "  And when I  went  to  Ca l i fo rn ' ia ,  another

fe l low tha t  came here ,  he  was a t  the  head o f  the  C i rcu la t ion  Depar tment .

So I  went  there  to  see h im,  and then he  pu t  me to  work .  I  was  se l l ing  pa-

pers  there  on  F i f th  and Broadway.  I 'd  se l l  20 ,30  papers  a  day .

How old were you when you went to Cal i fornia?

About  n ine  years  o ld ,  maybe.

How d id  you ge t  to  Ca l i fo rn ia?

0n  f re igh t  t ra ins .

You took  the  f re ' igh t  t ra ins?

Sure  I

At that  age? So young?

Yeah,  there  was th ree  o f  us :  Char l ie  Whi te ,  myse l f ,  and another  boy ;  I

can ' t  remember  h is  name.  | ^ |e  used to  hop on  thqd t ra ins , ' cause the  t ra ins

use to  run  by  the lh ra ldPost  there .  He used to  hop them f re igh ts  and go .

I  was  about  
'10  years  o1d,  I  guess .

D id  your  paren ts  le t  you  go?

They wou ldn ' t  know:  I 'd  go  four ,  f i ve  days ;  come back .  Maybe a  week.

Where did they th inkyou were? Didn' t  your parents brorry about you?

0h,  yes l  When I  come home the  f i rs t  t ime,  my fa ther  gave me a  beat ing .

A f te r  tha t ,  I  cu t ' i t  ou t .  Bu t  I  had  abou t  s i x ,  seven  do l la rs  in  my  pock-

€ t ,  so  I  gave i t  to  my mother .  I  made tha t  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  was  a lways

saving my money and giv ing i t  to nV mother.

That  must  have been a  b ig  adventure ,  go ing  o f f  to  Ca l j fo rn ia  in  a  f re igh t

t ra i  n .

Wel l ,  according to the Newsboysf Union, newsboys had to be some kind of

M:
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t ramp,  to  go  back  and fo r th .  | ' I r l : l  go  to  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  s tay  a  week"  se l l

newspapers ,  and come back , "  the  o ld  say ing  was,  You know,  a  k id  wou ld  do

anyth i  ng .

Did you do that dur ing the summer when school  was out?

0h,  yes  l

You d idn ' t  do  tha t  when schoo l  was  in  sess ion?

No,  ' cause,  see,  in  the  w in te r  we used to  ge t  up  ear ly ,  no  mat te r  what  k ind

of  weather  i t  was ;  because in  E l  paso i t  used to  snow tha t  h igh  somet imes l

Bu t  I ' d  ge t  ou tn  ' cause  I  was  b ig  enough ,  and  se l l  papers l  go  in to  ho te ls

and restaurants and sel l  them. Thene were two good customers I  had: 0ld

man schwar tz  o f  rhe  Popu lar ,  he 'd  come down Mesa and I ,d  se l l  h im a  paper ;

and this big jewelry man, too,  used to come down the street and he used

to buy a paper.  So that t^ tas l0g r ight  there.  so we,d go and eat a waff le--

150--and then we'd go ahead and keep the rest  of  i t .  t .Je used to eat a waf-

f le  fo r  
. |50 ,  

and co f fee .

Do you remember any interest ing adventures as you went to Cal i fornia on the

fre ' ight  t ra in? Meet any tramps or get into any f ightS?

Yes l  I t ' s  a  long s to ry ,  too .  A t  tha t  t ime there  was a  man they  used to

ca l l  the  K ing  o f  the  Hobos.  I  don ' t  remember  h is  name,  bu t  we heard  a  lo t

about him. l. le used to go down here, hop them freights and see them bums and

ta lk  to  them;  and they  to ld  us ,  "When you ge t  in  Lordsburg ,  . i f  you  look  tha t

way or  th is  way,  there ' l l  be  hobos cook ing  in  an  o ld  can.  so  i f  you  happen

to  ge t  there  a t  n igh t ,  you  can see the  f i re  a  l i t i l e  ways  away.  But  you go t

go  ge t  wood and go  ou t  and ask  fo r  th is  and tha t ;  and you '11  ge t  enough food

to  pu t  in  th i s  can  and  ea t  i t . "  Tha t ' s  wha t  we  used  to  do ,  o r  e lse  go  to

houses  and  ask  fo r  a  b j te .  So  one  guV,  dh  o ld  t imer  f rom C leve land ,Oh io ,
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says ,  " I ' l l  te l l  you  boys ,  when you ge t  in to  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  meet  the  mi lkman-

He come there  ear ly ,4  o r  5  i rn  the  morn ing ,  to  leave the  mi lk  in  f ron t  o f

the restaurants.  So when he goes over there,  take a couple of  quarts of

mi lk - "  That 'S  the  Way We'd  ea t ,  'Cause When the  bakery  man come in ,  we 'd

s tea l  doughnuts ,  ha l f  a  dozen or  so .  That  Was our  food fo r  the  day .

So you 'd  ge t  doughnuts  and mi lk ,  huh?

Yeah j  Th is  o ld  t imer  used to  te l l  us  how to  do  j t .

When d id  you s ta r t  h igh  schoo l?

In  
. |912,  

a round in  there ;  I  rea l l y  donr t  rememben.  But ' i t  was  on  Ar izona

St ree t .  I  on ly  went  there  one year ,  tha t rs  a l l .

Jus t  one year?  To E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l?

Yeah I

Then you dropped out?

Yes, because I  went to work.  I  was big enough to go to work.

What  k ind  o f  job  d id  you ge t?

Af te r  I  go t  th rough se l l ing  papers ,  the  pressman fo r  The Hera ld  Pos t ,  Schroe-

der  h is  name was,  he  sa id  he 'd  g ive  me a  job ,  so  I  s tayed w ' i th  h im.  He sa idn

"I  want you to be a pressman." The press WaS a GosS press,  and I  knew al l

the  par ts ,  because i f  any th ing  went  wrong w i th ' i t ,  Schroeder  wou ld  say '

"K id ,  you 'd  be t te r  look  and  see  how the  comics  came ou t . "  So  I ' d  check  i t ,

see ,  the  ink  and every th ing .  I  was  ge t t ing  to  be  pre t ty  good a t  i t , ' cause

I  l i ke  i t .  Bu t  the  ink  go t  the  bes t  o f  me.

What happened?

t , l e l l ,  I  go t  s ' i ck . I  wen t  t o  the  doc to r  and  he  to ld  me ,  "You ' re  d l l e iQ ic -o

i t .  "

So you had to  g ive  i t  up .
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Yeah. Then my eyes were bad then.

What  e l  se  d id  you do  then?

Let 's  see ,  de l ' i ven ing  papers .  I  had a  rou te  up  on  SunsetHefgh ts ,  c lear

down to  O ld  For t  B l i ss .  I  was  mak ing  pre t ty  good.

Tha t ' s  wh i1e  you  were  in  h igh  schoo l?

I  was going to school  then.

l^ lhen you qui t  school  ,  what did you do?

Go ahead and sel l  the af ternoon papers,  the evening papers.

Did you have any other jobs whi le you were a young man?

No,  because  I  wan ' t  o ld  enough .  When I  was ' in  the  fou r th  o r  f i f t h  g rade ,

they wanted somebody more exper ienced, who could read and wri te and so

forth.  I  was too young.

Af te r  your  job  se l l ing  newspapers ,  what  e lse  d id  you do?

I 'd  go  home,  I  guess ,  and  s tay  in  a t  n igh t ,  because  a t  tha t  t ime ,  i f  you 'd

go ou t  a t  n igh t  they  used to  have a  cur few- -9  o 'c lock .  So I 'd  be  sure  to

be  home a t  9  o ' c lock .

You  mean,  they 'd  p ick  you  up  a f te r  9  o ' c lock?

Yeah l  They 'd  keep you overn ' igh t  and send you home.

How old did you have to be in order to stay out?

I  th ink  i t  was  
' | 5 .

l . Ihy did you qui t  school  ?

t , |hy?  I ' l l  te11  you what :  My

cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  job ,  so  I  had

that I  know of was ei ther to

tha t ,  too- -shoe sh ine- -w i th  a

mo rn i  ng.

fa ther  cou ' ldn ' t  ge t  a  job ,  and my bro thers

to do something. So the best I  could do

se l l  newspapers  o r  shoe sh ine .  I  was  good a t

box that b ' ig w' i th al l  the stuf f  ,  on Sunday

M:

L :



l 5
LEYVA

M:

L :

M :

L :

M :

M:

L :

M :

L :

t .Jhy couldnrt  your father get a job?

Because he was new here and he didnrt  know anybody, so us k ids had to work

here and there.

What  o ther  jobs  d id  you have bes ' ides  se l l ing  newspapers  and sh in ing  shoes?

i t rs a long story.  I  was big enough to save enough money to buy a bicy-

cle.  A fe l la by the name of Newnan used to have a bicycle shop, and I  used

to  se l l  papers  a round h is  p lace .  So one t ime i  to ld  h jm,  " I  want  a  b i -

cycle."  He says, "The only way you can get one is to get enough money to

g' ive me the down payment,  get  $3.00 or $+.00, then you can give me 500

or  a  do l la r  a  week,  and you can buy  one. "  And he  le t  me have one.  So I  go t

smart  and I  went to wonk as a messenger boy. And I  was a pret ty good

messenger ,  I  knew the  town we l l .  A t  tha t  t ime,  the  sa loons  used to  c lose

at  9 :30 ,  i f  you  rememben,  way back ,  and tha t  d is t r i c t  was  w ide  open a l l

r igh t .  So  we 'd  ge t  a  lo t  o f  messenger  ca ' l l s  to  go  to  the  d i f fe ren t  p ' laces .

And I  used to  work  as  a  messenger  a f te r  schoo l ,  so  I  cou ld  pay  fonmy Oicvc ie ,

too ,  see? I  used to  work  as  a  messenger  in  the  a f te rnoon.  I 'd  go  there  a f te r

schoo l  t i l  about  l l :00  a t  n ' igh t .  Bu t  a f te r  I  go t  b igger ,  then I  go t  to

work  any t ime,  a l l  n igh t ,  t i l  3  o r  4  o ' c lock  in  the  morn ing .  A l l  them

places  were  open,  the  d is t r i c t .  We used to  take  messages a l1  over  town,

because the only messengers they had was a postal  te legraph. They only

had two or three.

How long d id  you have tha t  job?

I 'd  say  th ree  years .  I ' ve  go t  a  p ic tu re  r igh t  there  as  a  messenger  boy .

Mr.  Leyva, af ter  you lef t  that  job as a message boy, you went to World War I?

Yes .

Could you tel l  me about your exper iences in that  war?
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Yes. I  can show you the pictures i f  you've got t ' i rne,  because I  happen-

ed to  be  on  the  sh ip  tha t  took  Pres ident  H i l son  across  to  s ign  the  peace;

our  sh ip .  In  o ther  words ,  i t t s  a  convoy ;  the  p lace  was r igh t  in  the

midd le  o f  the  George Wash ing ton ,  and we was the  number  one sh ip  w i th  h im

to go across,  and to see that he got to the point  where he was going to

s ign  the  peace .  I ' ve  go t  p ic tu res  o f  i t .

So you were in the Navy?

0h ,  yeah l

D id  you vo lun teer?

I  vo lun teered.  I  was  jus t  b ig  enough and o ld  enough to  go .  I  went  over

there  and says ,  " I  want  to  go ,  and I 'm go ing  to  war r "  ' cause I  l i ked

i t ;  I  wanted  to  go  some p lace .

Where  d ' id  you ge t  your  t ra in ing?

At  ,  in  San Franc isco .

Were there a lot  of  Mexican boys who went of f  to war?

No, there wasn' t  very many, because when I  was at  __-,  I  d idn' t  see

over  f i ve , ;  then when I  went  to  i s land to  meet  our  sh ip ,  there

wasn' t  very many. 0f  course, they had me coming and going, because I  used

to  p lay  ba l l  w i th  the  ba l l c lub .  I  m ing led  a  lo t  w i th  the  o f f i ce rs  and

ba l lp layers  f rom the  b ig  leagues who jo ined the  Navy ,  and I  go t  acqua in t -

ed; so they had me coming and going. And we chose the f i rst  destroyer

made a t  Is land,  No.  88- - l  go t  good p ic tu res  o f  i t .  And they  took

us on there because they'd choose bal lp layers to go, so t+e could play bal l

anyp lace  we wanted  to .  I fTagr t  go t  p ' i c tu res  where  you can see Pres i -

dent  l ^ l ' i l son  wa lk ing  up  the  s teps  to  s ign  the  peace;  and we were  there .

In  o ther  words ,  we took  h im there .  Sa i lo rsand so ld ie rs  guarded h im.  We
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got  A  b ig  k i ck  ou t  o f  i t .

I t  must  have been qu i te  an

The people in France, they

cou ld  spend a  lo t  o f  money.

Sounds l i ke  you had a  good

Q[ ,  yeah :  I  l oved  i t .  I f

exper l  ence.

were very nice to us,

M:
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very  n ice ,  ' cause we

t ime jn  the  Navy .

I  had a  chance,  I 'd  go  now;  yeah.

How long were  you in?

Close to  th ree  years ,  t i l  the  war  was over .  And then coming back ,  we

brought  the  so ld ie rs  back ,  convoyed 'em back .

You brought them back from Europe?

Yes .

So you were  on  one o f  these t ranspor t  sh ips?

No,  a  des t royer ,  f igh ter .  They  run  jus t  l i ke  cars ,  
. l5 ,  

20 ,  30  mph.  Now

they make 50, 60 mph. We had some good men on i t ,  because we f i red the

guns,  and we had some good gunners .  And a  br idge c losed in  on  me and cu t

th is  f inger  here .  For  some reason the  br idge c losed in  on  me,  and I  was

f i r ing.  We got word that there were some submarines ahead of  us,  so they

gave us  the  d js tance and the  po in t  so  we cou ld  shoot .

After you got out of  the Navy, you came back to El  Paso?

Yes .

What  d id  you do  then?

Worked for the ci ty .

Do ing  what?

First ,  I  started dr iv ing a t ruck for  the c i ty waterworks.  I  worked for the

c i ty  qu i te  a  long t ime,  d r iv ing  a  t ruck .  A  fe l low by  the  name o f  Serna '

a  b ig  hero  in  the  war ,  h im and I  looked fo r  a  iob ,  and we go t  tha t  iob .
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We went over together^ and came back together.

D' id you have any troubJe gett ing a job?

No, because I  knew the Mayor.  He was a big hero in the war.  I  saw him on

the street one day and he says, , 'pete,  what are you doing?' ,  I  says,  , 'No*

th in ' . "  He  says ,  "Come on ,  I ' l l  g i ve  you  a  job .  I ,m the  Mayor  o f  the

c i t y .  "

How did you know hjnr?

Because when we came back, there was a lot  of  doings about soldiers f rom

overseas; I  met him. He was a f ieutenant,  he was in the Army. And he told

me to  go  to  work .  A t  tha t  t ime he  l i ved  up  in  Kern  p lace .

Did a lot  of  Mexicans work for  the c i ty?

Not many, f lo.  In other words,  when we came back, we got preference in

a l l  the  iobs .  0 f  course ,  sorne  o f  the  boys  cou ' ldn ' t  work ;  wounded,  s . i ck ,

f rom the swamps over there.  So they couldn' t  work.  But me and the other

fe l low,  we s tuck  together  and we go t  the  job .

What  o ther  jobs  d id  you have a f te r  you  le f t  tha t  one?

I went to work for  the Sher i f f ,s Department.

Do ing  what?

Deputy Sher j f f .

How d id  you ge t  tha t  job?

Because I  know the Sher j f f ;  he used to be a motorcycle cop. He met me on

the street one day and he says,, 'pete,  are you out of  a job?, '  I  says,

"Yeah . "  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I ' l l  g i ve  you  a  job . , '  So  he  gave  me a  job .  I  was

there  about  f i ve ,  s ix  years .

what  jn te res t ing  exper iences  d id  you have as  a  deputy  sher i f f?

Lots  o f  exper iences .  Gambl ing ,  jn  the  f i rs t  p lace .  See,  he  knew tha t  I
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knew El Paso pret ty we1l ,  when I  was a young boy and he could te l l  me to

go to  a  cer ta in  p lace  and I  cou ld  f ind  the  p ' lace .  They  were  gambl ing ,

dope f iends and what have you. So I  stayed there,  then I  got  t i red of

i t  and  I  qu i t .  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  job  because  I  had  to  a r res t  you  i f  you

were  my f r iend .  So  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  iob .

Do you remember any spec' i f ic  incidents that  stand out?

Yes.  A t  tha t  t ime,  there  was a  lo t  o f  gambl ing  in  E l  Paso in  Ch ina town,

and I  knew' i t ,  I  knew a l l  o f  them;  and I  knew the  man tha t  used to  run

them.  So there  was no th ing  e lse  to  do  bu t  ge t  a  coup ' le  o f  deput ies  and go

down there  and ra id  the  jo jn ts .

What years are we tal  k ing about?

'26 ,  ' 27 ,  a round  in  the re .

Tha t  was  dur ing  Proh ib i t i on .

Yeah I

D id  you ra id  p laces  tha t  so ' ld  booze? 0r  d id  they  make booze?

l , . Ie l l ,  at  that  t jme there was a lot  of  home brew made, and of  course we

d idn ' t  care  about  home brew.  l ^ le  used to  leave a l l  tha t  s tu f f  to  the

government men; that  was their  job

So you d ' idn ' t  bo ther  w i th  tha t  s tu f f?

No.  0h ,  we cou ld  ca tch  a  lo t  o f  i t ,  bu t  we d ' idn ' t  want  to .  We used to  go

bthe boot legger and get home brew; they'd give us two or three quarts of

i t .  They  g ive  i t  to  us .

You got stuf f  f rom boot leggers?

Sure l  A t  tha t  t ime J immy Hi l l  was  the  Ch ie f  Deputy  Marsha l l .  A f te r  I  go t

th rough as  a  ia i le r ,  he  gave me a  iob  empty ing  wh iskey  in  the  s ink ,  f rom

boot legg ing ,  you  know.  I  had to  dump j t  ou t .  I ' d  take  a  bo t t le  o r  two home,
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good stuf f .  0h,  I  had some awful  iobs.

Did you make tr ips to Judrez f requent ly?

When I  was  a  l i t t le  boy ,  yes ;  bu t  no t  now.

Wel1 ,  dur ing  Proh ib i t ion ,  d id  you go  over  there  fo r  a  good t ime?

Once in  a  wh i le  we used to  go  to  the  bu l l f fgh ts .

How about  to  bars  and cas inos ,  those p laces?

No, When I  got  to be big enough, i  went to work in a gambl ing house over

there , ' cause  I  cou ld  dea l .  I  cou ld  dea l  the re  a t  the  T ivo l i ;  I  done  tha t

fon several  years.  Went to Nevada to work up there.  I  went to Ti iuana to

work  there  fo r  th is  guy  here  tha t  I 'm work ing  fo r  now,  A less io .  He 's  go t

the racetracks.  l , le used to have the gambl ing down there;  I  worked there.

I  can  dea l  d ice ,  and I  can  dea l  any th ing  in  gambl ing .

When d id  you  do  a l l  th i s ,  th i s  gambl ing?

I  done tha t  fo r  about  s ix ,  seven years .

How old were you?

We]1 ,  when I  came back  f rom Europe.

R igh t  a f te r?

Yeah l

hlhat interest ing exper iences do you remember f rom that?

very  good ones .  0 f  course ,  i t  comes up  here  la te ly  about  Pancho v i l la  in

them days. See, we was working at  the Tivol i  at  that  t ime. And my father

and grandfa ther  jo ined the  Revo lu t ion ,  Pancho V i l la ' s  Revo lu t ion .  My fa -

ther was a major and my grandfatherwasGeneral  Sdnchez dur ing the Revolu-

t jon.  So I  was o1d enough to t ravel ,  and me and my mother went to see my

father and my grandfather in Torre6n. And we ran out of  money to buy gro-

cer ies .  Pancho V i l la  had h is  own pr iva te  car ,  he  had a l l  k inds  o f  money
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al l  over.  So my nnther says,  "Go down and tel l  your father to give us some

money to buy some grocer ies."  So I  went over and I  started walk ing next

to th is car to see rny father.  And so the guard stopped me, he says. "Where

are  you go ing?"  I  sa jd ,  " I  want  to  see my dad. "  And the  guard  tha t  was

there knew me and my father;  he was in my father 's t roops. So he told me

to  wa i t ,  and he  ca l led  h im.  Then I  went  in  there  to  ask  h ' im.  F i rs t  Pancho

sa id ,  "Who is  tha t  boy?"  Pancho was s i t t ing  there  ta lk ing  to  a ' |1  those

generals and newspapermen. So my father said,  "He's my son. I  want to

give him some money to go and get some grocer ies."  Pancho says, "Let the

k id  take  some money ou t  o f  tha t . ' r  So  I  jus t  took  a  bunch o f  money and I

took of f .

Do you remember how much money you took?

No,  because I  was ' in  a  hur ry  ge t t ing  home so  I  cou ld  g ive  i t  a l l  to  my mo-

ther .

How d id  your  fa ther  jo in  up  w i th  V i l la ' s  t roops?

0naccounto f  my grandfa ther .  See,  my fa ther  run  the  s tage th rough Pres id io ,

and j t  was r ight  across the r iver f rom where my mother and my grandfather

l i ved .  Bu t  my  fa ther  l i ved  on  th is  s ide  o f  the  r i ve r ,  and  he  had  a  ranch .

So when the  Revo lu t ion  s ta r ted ,  my grandfa ther  had h is  own t roops  in  O i i -

naga,  and my fa ther ,  na tura l l y ,  io ined h im.

Has your father born across the border?

No,  he  was born  on  th is  s ide .

So he  was an  Amer ican c i t i zen  he ' lp ing  Pancho V i l la  over  there .

That 's  r igh t .  I t  was  on  account  o f  my /g randfa the t .  In  o ther  words ,  my

fa ther  mar r ied  my mother  fpom the  Mex jcan s ide .  Jus t  l i ke  here ,7 f ren  say ] '

" I ' l l  go  to  Judrez r  g€ t  a  g i r l ,  come here  and  ge t  mar r ied . "
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Were there a lot  of  people l ike your father who had been born over here

tha t  io ined  up  w i th  Pancho  V i l l a ' s .  t roops?

0h,  yes i  oh ,  sure l  I  te l l  you  why. . .  I  don ' t  know whether  you read in  the

paper  on  no t ,  no t  long  ago,  I  was  in te rpre ter  fo r  Pancho V i l la .  I  was  a

l i t t l e  boy i

You were an interpreter?

Yeahl See, my father and my grandfather,  they were pret ty c lose to Pancho,

and of  course, I  used to come and see my grandfather and my father.  So

there  was an  Amenican fe l la  tha t  had a  lo t  o f  ca t t le .  H is  name was Benton ,

and he  had a  lo t  o f  ca t t le .  Th is  fe l la  was in  there  argu ing  w i th  Pancho

Vi l la  because Pancho V i l la ' s  men were  tak ing  the  ca t t le  to  ea t .  So  Pancho

and the  res t  o f  the  guys ,  Mex icans ,  cou ldn ' t  unders tand what  th is  g r ingo

was say ing .  So my daddy says ,  " l ^ le l l ,  le t ' s  ge t  my boy . "  That  was me;

I  was  wa j t ing  fo r  h jm ou ts ide .  He  sa id ,  "What ' s  th i s  g r ingo  want?"  Then

I  asked Benton ,  "What  i s  i t  you  want  to  te l l  Pancho?r r  r r ! , le l l , "  he  says , " I 'm

miss ing  a ' l o t  o f  ca t t l e  and  i  wan t  h im to  pay  me fo r  tha t  ca t t l e . "  So

I  to ld  Pancho,  so  Pancho was k ind  o f  th ' ink ing  a  l i t t le  b i t  what  to  do  about

i t ;  and  he  sa id ,  " [ , l e l1 ,  you  te11  tha t  g r ingowe ' ] l  pay  h jm la te r . "  Tha t ' s

what  he  sa id .  But  Benton  s tayed there  argu ing .  So he  to ld  h im,  he  sa id ,

"Get  ou t  o r  we ' l l  take  you ou t . "  So Benton  went  ou t .  Pancho V j l la  had

th is  fe l low,  "The K i l le r "  they  used to  ca l l  h im;  F ie r ro .  He was a  mean son

o f  a  b i t ch .  A  b ig  Mex ican  l i ke  tha t .  A l l  he  knew was  to  k i l l  peop le .

Did you ever see him shoot anybody?

No.  I ' l l  t e l1  you  what ,  ta l k ing  abou t  tha t .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  be l ieve

this,  but  I  was there one day when I  heard some shoot ing in back. They

k i l led  the  paymaster  o f  the  pos t  o f f i ce  o r  the  bank ,  ' cause he  wou ldn ' t  cu t
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Where? 0n the other s ide?

In Judrez.  They took him in the backyard and shot h ' im.

And you wene there?

yeah,  bu t  i  d ' idnr t  see  i t ;  I  heard  the  shots .  They  to ld  me about  i t  a f te r -

wards .

Th is  was  Pancho  V i l l a rs  peoP le?

Yeah,  the  las t  t ime he  took  Ju6rez .

Tel l  me about other exper iences that you had as an interpreter of  Pancho

V i l l a .

I  knew h is  b ro ther  we l l .  A t  tha t  t ime when they  took  Judrez ,  Pancho V i l la ' s

bro ther  come over  on  th is  s jde  and pu t  a  lo t  o f  money jn  the  bank ,  and I

showed him where, And he wanted me to br ing the money. I  said,  "No, you

get  somebody e lse  to  do  j t ,  rcause I  donr t  want  to  ge t  sho t . "  You see,

somebodyrs  l iab le  to  k j l l  you  fo r  i t .  So  I  was  h is  b ro ther 's  in te rpre ter .

pancho  V i l l a ' s  b ro ther  was  a  l i t t l e  guy  l i ke  tha t ;  he  d idn ' t  know how to  read

or  wr i te .  0h ,  I  wen t  th rough  a  lo t  w i th  Pancho  V i l l a .

|,Jhat year was that?

19 . |3 .

Were there other t imes when you interpreted for Pancho Vi l la direct ly?

No, not exact ly,  because my father to ld me to get away from there,  he didn' t

want me to get in t rouble.  'Cause I  was for both s ides, Americans and Mex-

icans ,  See? But  th is  fe l low F ie r ro ,  I  was  a f ra id  o f  h im.  He 'd  k ' i l1  you

in  a  minu te  ius t  over  no th ing .  He used to  love  to  k j l l  peop ' le .  B ig  son

o f .a  b1 tch  l i ke  tha t ,  ug ly  look ing ;  cou ldnr t  read  o r  wr j te ,  bu t  he  cou ld

r ide  a  horse  and shoot .
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Did  you see any  o f  the  ac t ion  tha t  took  p lace  in  l9 l l  when they  took  over

Judrez  the  f j rs t  t ' ime,  l t ladero  and Pancho V i l la?

Yes.  I  was  a  l i t t le  boy ,  too .  When they  ga thered here  in  f ron t  o f  the

Smelter,  in that  canyon there,  I  was there when the Indians from Sonora

jo jned Pancho,  and the  Amer icans  jo ined h jm there .  In  o ther  words ,

Franc isco  Madero  made. them jo in  h im when they  f i rs t  s ta r ted  the  war .  And

I  saw the  Ind ian  f rom Sonora ;  I  know h is  name we l l - -Mansuo.  B ig  Ind ian ,

good look ing  guy ,  mean son o f  a  gun.  He had Ind ian  t roops  f rom Sonora ;

he 's  the  f i rs t  one who jo ined,  then Genera l  Ange les .  0 f  course ,  he  was

a mi l i ta ry  man;  he  had co l lege educat ion ,  a  very  smar t  man.  He was a

ch ie f  a r t i l l e ry  man,  he  cou ld  hand le  any  k ind  o f  gun ,  cannons  o r  any th ing .

He 's  the  one tha t  made the  approach a t tack  to  Ju6rez ,  you  know,  l i ke  a

b luepr in t .  He 'd  say ,  "Your  t roops  go  th is  way and th is  way. "  He was

the  one,  a  very  smar t  man.  I  was  a  l i t t le  boy ;  I  used to  watch  h ' im over

there ,  ' cause my bro ther  jo ined a t  tha t  t ime.

He jo ined them?

Yeah.  I  used to  take  h jm lunch f rom here ,  take  a  bunch o f  b read,  sand-

w iches ,  and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t ;  i  was  ius t  a  k id .  E ' ! /  c ross  the  r i ve r

r igh t  there  a t  the  Smel te r ,  Vou cou ld  wa lk  across .  One t ime,  they  began

to  ho l Ie r ,  "The  t roops  a re  com' ing | "  A long  the  r i ve r ,  a1ongs ide  them h i I I s

there ,  there  was a  de tachment  o f  so ld ie rs .  So Genera l  A le jandro

go t  h i s  t roops  r i gh t  away  and  fo l l owed  them in  f ron t  by  the  cus tomhouse ,

as  you  come  ac ross  t he  l i t t l e  h i l 1s ,  t he re ;  he  run  t hem back .  0 f  cou rse ,

I  was  on  the  o the r  end ,  I  cou ld  hea r .

I  unders tand  a  l o t  o f  peop le  wou ld  c l jmb  on  top  o f  t he  roo f  t o  see  the

f i  gh t i  ng .

No ,  t hey 'd  go  a longs ' i de  o f  t he  r j ve r  and  wa tch  the  f i gh t i  I  t e l l  you  wha t :
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- -when they had their  real  bat t ' le,  the people would go as

Stanton  St ree t  Br idge,  a long the  r i ver  there ,  c lear  over  to  the

watCh ing  theh f igh t .

far as the

Smel ter,

Just stand and watch them?

Yeah,  l i ke  a  damn foo l i

I  understand a lot  of  peop' le got hurt .

Sure j  They  k i l led  a  l i t t le  boy  s tand ing  r igh t  c lose  to  me.  He go t  h i t  and

started cry ing, and I  knew goddamn wel ' l  he got hi t l  Deader than hel l ,  a

l i t t le  boy  about  s ix ,  seven years  o ld ,  s tand ing  there  watch ' ing  them.  And

them goddamn peop ' le  wou ldn ' t  ge t  ou t  o f  the  way:  F ina l l y  the  so ld ie rs  f rom

Fort  Bl iss went down there and sent al l  the people back downtown. Then

they  go t  to  shoot ing ,  the  Amer ican so ld ie rs .

The American soldiers started shoot ing over there?

Yeah l  They  d idn ' t  have orders  ton  bu t  they 'd  shoot .  'Cause I  knew J immy

Gary,  he was the captain of  some kind of  br igade from Fort  Bl iss.  They

went out to guard the r jver and they started shoot ing;  and then they start

ed  shoot ing  cannons.  They  even had a  b ' ig  cannon r igh t  there  on  the  ra i l road

car ,  shoot ing  to  Judrez .  I ' ve  go t  p ' i c tu res  o f  the  race t rack  and a l l  over

that stuf f .  l^ lh i le I  was in New York I  went to go see a fe l low, 'cause he

to ld  me to  go  see  h im,  to  make  a  book  abou t  Pancho  V i l l a ' s  l i f e .  You

know what  he  wanted  me to  do? To g ive  h im a l l  the  s tu f f ,  and he  says ,  " I ' l l

g i ve  you  10% or  20%."  And  I  says ,  "L ike  he l l  you  w i l l .  You  a in ' t  gonna

g ive  me no th in l  I  a in ' t  gonna  take  i t . "  I  cou ldn ' t  wr i te  them books  fo r

him. And af ter  that ,  when Pancho Vi l la made money of  h is own-- i t  was

worth,  oh,  nothing, almost-- I  had a lot  of  that  because the paymaster on my

fa ther 's  s ' ide ,  a f te r  they  go t  th rough,  they  qu i t  f igh t ing  and every th ing ,
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he gave  me a  bunch  o f  i t ;  oh ,  he l l ,  a  box  fu l l  o f  i t j

You  s t i l l  have  i t?

I  don ' t  th ink  so .  D id  you  ever  see  i t?  Pancho  V i l l a ' s  money?

I  donr t  th ink  I ' ve  seen  i t .

You can buy  them a t  any  cur io  s to re .  I  had a  lo t  o f  tha t .  M i l ib iqyes

they used to cal l  , them.

l,lhy did they ca'l l  them that?

Because the  money wasn ' t  wonth  much.  Yeah,  I  had a  lo t  o f  i t l  So  I

went  to  Ca l i fo rn ia  on  a  vacat ion ,  and I  took  a  bunch o f  the  s tu f f .  i  went

down on the  beach and I  met  a  fe l low and he  says ,  "H.y ,  Pete l , "  th is  and

tha t .  "Have you go t  anyofPancho V i l la ' s  money?"  I  sa id ,  "Yeah,  I  go t  a

bunch  o f  i t . "  So  I  gave  h im,  oh ,  he l ln  a  bunch  o f  i t l  He  went  down to

the beach and sold ' i t  to then guys down there for  25[,  a p ' iece. He made

money andi l  .got  nothi  ng.  (chuckl  es )  .

He  d idn ' t  g i ve  you  a  cu t?

No.  I  d idn ' t  ca re ,  ' cause  I  had  a  lo t  o f  i t .  I  don ' t  know what  the  he l l

I  done with i t ,  buy I  had a bunch of  i t ;  I  gave i t  away. I  had some awful

exper iences. Now, at  the racetrack,  they al l  want to know how old I  am,

and they want to know i f  I  knew so-and-so, horsemen and peop' le l ike that .

Because when Pancho took Judrez,  they destroyed the racetrack in Ju6rez,

one of  the most beaut i fu l  t racks in the wor ld made out of  cement.  So

the troops from over here shot the hel l  out  of  i t .  Pancho took al l  them

racehorses .  I  s t i l l  go t  a  p ic tu re  o f  the  horse  tha t  they  gave me fo r

br inging some horses across.  I  had a racehorse, they gave me a racehorse.

|, ' |hy did they give you a racehorse?

Because I  brought some horses from Judrez over here. I  crossed them r ight
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there  a t  the  r i ver .

Hhen they were shooting up the racetrack?

No, af ter  they took the town.

Are  you ta lk ing  about  the  a t tack  in  l919?

Yeah l

Right af ter  the at tack you went over thene to rescue the horses?

No, I  went over to see my father.  At  that  t ime, I  used to sel ' l  papers

to a man that owned the racetracko when I  was a l i t t le boy. So, I  f ,ound

out  tha t  they  were  go ing  to  take  the  town,  and I  to ld  Mr . . .

l, ' las he an American?

Yeah I

He owned the racetrack?

Yeah I  I t ' s  a  b ig  synd ica te .  And  I  to ld  h im,  I  sa id ,  "They ' re  go ing  to

take  the  town a t  midn igh t . "

So you knew the owner of  the racetrack in Judrez,  Jou sold papers to him.

At  tha t  t ime they  d idn ' t  have what  they  have today ,  overn igh ts ,  l i ke  we

have here at  Ruidoso. So he had to buy 20 papers to present the l ineups

for the day, horses and races. In other words,  You get the overnights and

then you study them, then go to the t rack,  Vou buy a program and p' ick out

these horses and play them. So I  used to sel l  h im 20 papers.  So the

fe l lows tha t  used to  se l l  t i cke ts  a t  the  w jndow were  most ly  Amer icans .  A t

tha t  t ime,  Amer icans  cou ld  work  over  there .

The peop le  who so ld  the  t i cke ts  were  Amer icans?

Sure  i

They were not Mexicans?

Some o f  them.  But  they  go t  scared,  and they  wou ldr t  go  to  work ,  see ,  be-
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cause they were going to take the town at  any t ime. But when I  was work-

ing for .  th is man, he says to me, he says, "Come here,  boy; get up on this

y l indow.  I  want  you to  se l l  t i cke ts  here . "  ( I  s t i l l  go t  t i cke ts  f rom tha t

racetrack over there).  And we were gonna race that day, when they star-

ted th is Eoddamn Revolut ' ionl  The streetcar used to run over thene, too,

the  t ro l ley ;  so  a l l  the  gr ingos  le f t .  A  few o f  us  s tayed because I  knew

that  I  wou ldn ' t  ge t  hur t ,  because a l l  I  had  to  do  was to  h ide  beh ind  them

cement  wa l ls ,  aRd my fa ther 's  t roops  and Pancho 's  t roops  wou ldn t t  hur t  me

because some o f  them knew me,  tha t  I  knew.  So I  go t  to  se l ' l i ng  t i cke ts .

So before that ,  the day before,  I  to ld al l  the horsemen, I  says,  "They're

gonna  a t tack . "  "Aw,  you ' re  fu l l  o f  sh i t . "  I  sa id ,  "A l1  r igh t j  You  be t -

ten  ge t  your  horses  and ge t  your  ass  across  the  r i ver . "  They  sa id ,  "Nah. "

"A l l  r i gh t i "  Abou t  l2 :30  o r  I  o ' c lock ,  the  f i gh t ing  s ta r ted .  "Hey ,  Pe te ,

take  my horses l "  "You take  them,  no t  me l  I 'm no t  gonna ge t  ou t  there

and ge t  sho t . "  So f ina l l y  a  good f r iend  o f  m ' ine  had th ree  horses .  He says ,

"Pete ,  I ' l l  g ive  you a  horse  i f  you  take  my horses  across . "  So I  go t

there by the Stanton Street Br idge. You know where Peyton Packing Company

is  on  the  r i ver  there?  They  c rossed a  lo t  o f  booze and s tu f f  there .  I  sa ' id ,

"Now,  you ge t  your  horses  and lead them o f f ;  I ' l l  wa i t  here . "  So they  took

them across  and they  gave me one- - I  s t ' i l l  go t  the  p ic tu re  o f  the  horse- -

and the rest  of  them just  scattered. So we stayed over there.  Final ly I

had to come across;  they got to f ight in '  pret ty harrd.  Because the Americans

were shoot ing over there wi th guns, so I  had to get out of  the way.

Were  you there  when a l l  these she l l s  were  coming jn  f rom th is  s ide  o f  the

border?

No, before that ;  because I  knew about i t .



LEYVA

M:

L :

29

You knew tha t ' i t  was  coming.  Was the  f igh t  go ing  on  around you a t  the  race-

track then?

Wel1 ,  the  f igh t ing  s ta r ted  in  the  lowen va l ' ley  in  Judrez  a ' longs ide  the  r i -

ver ,  so  I  had p len ty  o f  t ime and room on th is  s ide  to  ge t  across .

l . lhere was the racetrack located?

When you go across on the way to Chihuahua,you make a turn to come to 7a-

ragoza,  i t  was  r igh t  a long in  there .

l^ le ' | l ,  pret ty c lose to where i t  is  now.

Yeah l

So you were there when the f ight ing started?

I lef t  before.

You le f t  be fore  the  f igh t ing  go t  to  there .

Yeah l

But  the  f igh t ing  was a l ready  go ing  on  in  the  lower  va l ley .

t^ le l l ,  they were gett ing ready to,  because they give orders,  "At a certain

t ime,  we ' re  go ing  to  a t tack . "  That  way  you don ' t  make mis takes ,  because

i f  you  go  ahead ,  you  don ' t  know who ' in  the  he1 l  you ' re  go ing  to  f i gh t .  Bu t

i f  you do what they cal l  " the hour,"  they go al l  together.  Pancho was

very smart .  0f  course, he had scouts to f ind out where most of  the sol-

d ie rs  were ,  the  federa l  so ld ie rs .

l ,Jas your father wi th Pancho then?

Yes i

He was a t tack ing  r igh t  a long w i th  them.  How about  your  b ro thers?

One of  them was there.  He got shot in the " leg.

Did you get a chance to talk to your father or your brother?

Before and af ter .

M:

L :
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Both  t imes.

Yeah 1

What did they say about the whole th ' ing?

l^ le l l ,  my fa ther  wou ldn ' t  ta lk  much because he  had some ug ly  th ings  to

say, and he d' idn' t  say them. I  can' t  remernber the nane of  the br igade,

bu t  my fa ther  was jn  tha t  g roup.  They  had br igades  l i ke  the  Br igade de

Zaragoza,  e tc .

D id  you ge t  a  chance to  see Pancho V i l la?

Sure l  I  knew h im we l l ,  I  ta l ked  to  h im.

M:
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In  l919?

After they took the town.

Where d ' id you see him?

In  Judrez  a t  h ' i s  o f f i ce ,  a t  Har ry  Mi tche l l ' s  home.

down there to see my father about some money, th is,

After the racetrack was at tacked?

Af te r  a l l  th is  shoot ing  and every th ' ing  was th rough,

That rs  where  I  went

tha t ,  and the  o ther .

Pancho had an of f ice

there .

I  thought they drove Pancho V' i l la away from the town and he never came

bac k .

The hel l  they didl  Hel l  ro,  he was there for  a month.  They organized here

and at tacked Torre5n, and then from there to M6xico.

When they shot up the racetrack in 
. |9. |9,  

that  was the last  t ime that Pancho

Vi l la  a t tacked Judrez .  A f te r  tha t  he  s t i l l  s tayed here  a  month?

No,  no .  He s tayed here  I 'd  say  about  two,  th ree  weeks , r t i l  he  go t  o rga-

n jzed to  go  to  Tor redn.  He used t ra ins ,  au tomobj les ,  a i rp lanes  and every -

thing to send the troops to Torre6n to organize to at tack Mei ico Ci ty.
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But he was iust  about through then.

0n the border.  He wanted to take the border so he could get ammunit ion,

horses, food and eVerything. He was smart ;  damn r ight  he Was smart .  t , le l l '

he had some good advisors.  Another th ing that happened there dur ing the

t ime is ,  you 've  heard  a  lo t  and read a  lo t  about  these guys  tha t  they

cal l  Sold ' iers of  Fortune. There was three of  them, Americans, come down to

talk to Pancho, and I  interpreted for him. fOne-r t 'asZ Sam Drebben; he

was a  JeW.  He sa jd  he  was jn  tha t  Fore ign  Leg ion .  He was the  one,  Sam

Drebben was the f i rst  one. And then the other one was an El  Paso boy, born

here ,  and he  jo ined Pancho V i l la  because he  cou ld  ta lk  good Eng l ish ;  he  was

an Amer ican,  ha l f  Amer ican,  ha l f  Mex ican.  H is  name was A lber t  Har re l .

He jo ined Pancho to  be  a  So ld ie r  o f  For tune.  So another  fe l low come down

to  see Pancho- -he  was in  the  Serv ice  in  For t  B l i ss ,  he  was in  charge o f

Bat te ry  B  a t  For t  B l i ss - - to  jo in  Pancho and br ing  h is  who le  ba t te ry  to  f igh t

w i th  Pancho V i l la .  I  was  an  in te rpre ter  fo r  tha t .

D id  they  jo in  up?

They c la im tha t  some o f  them d id ,  bu t  the  res t  o f  them d idn ' t  ge t  across ;

but some of them did.  And he brought the battery across.  A lot  of  people

d idn ' t  know tha t .  He done tha t  a t  m idn igh t ,  a  who le  ba t te ry  f rom For t

B l i ss  to  go  across  the  r i ver ,  w i th  horses- -a t  tha t  t ime they  used horses- -

and took  them across  the  r i ver .  He d idn ' t  ge t  there  t ' i l l  the  
' las t  par t  o f  the

f jgh t ing ,  so  he  went  as  fa r  as  Tor redn.  A f te r  tha t  I  don l t  know what  happen-

ed,  ' cause I  went  w i th  the  t roops  tha t  fa r ,  w i th  my fa ther  and mother ;  ' cause

pahcho  fu in ished  a ' long  t ra in  o f  abou t  l5  ca rs  fo r  the  fami l i es  o f  a l l

the  o f f i c ia ls - -you know,  capta ins ,  genera ls ,  and what  have you.  So me and

my mother went down there to see my father and my (grandfather) .

M:
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in  one o f  those cars  fu rn ished by  Pancho V i l la?

Yeah, a specia ' l  t ra ' in;  f lags a] ' l  over the goddamn thing. I  remember that

when I  was a k jd,  watching them f lags f ly .  And then we came back, and af-

ter  that  my father got t i red and come back. So the Revolut ion was over,

Pancho took over.  h|e went as far  as Tonredn with the t roops. But a lot  of

th ings  happened in  Judrez  tha t  a  lo t  o f  peop le  d ' idn ' t  know.  Now,  o f  course ,

some o f  them fe l las ,  you  know them peop le  in  M6x ico ,  in  Judrez  and d i f fe ren t

places, they th ' ink pret ty good, some of them. They think ahead of  how

they're gonna f igure you out of  some money. So they io ined Pancho and they

to ld  h im,  "We ' re  gonna fu rn ish  a  lo t  o f  money fo r  your  ammuni t jon ' "  and

th is  and tha t .  So  I  knew th is  guy ;  Pancho gave h im a  lo t  o f  money- - I  th ink

i t  was  $ . |00 ,000- - to  buy  ammuni t ion ,  and tha t  son  o f  a  b i tch  took  o f f .  And

I  knew h im.  So  the  las t  t ime  I  saw h im,  I  was  sw imming ' in  Los  Ange les  a t

the  beach,  and I  saw h im a t  a  very  b jg  ho te l  .

D id  you ta lk  to  h im?

14e sa id ,  "H i ,u  tha t ' s  a l l .  I t  was  a l l  over ,  YoU know.  Yeah ,  he  was  a  th ie f .

I f  Pancho had a  go t  h im,  he  wou ld  a  hung h jm,  ' cause you cou ldn ' t  s tea l

no th in ' f rom tha t  guy .  He had lo ts  o f  eyes ,  you  know,  Pancho.  H is  b ro th -

en  was  H ipd t i to ,  d  l i t t l e  fe l l a  l i ke  tha t ,  cou ldn ' t  read  o r  wr i te .  I  had

to  go  a long w i th  h im somet imes to  the  bank .  One t ime I  s ta r ted  to  te l l  h im '

"Look ,  you ' re  young,  I 'm young.  l ^ lhy  don ' t  you  pu t  away some o f  tha t  money '

leave i t  here  w i th  me. "  I  s ta r ted  to  te l l  h im tha t ,  bu t  I  was  a f ra jd .

You  d idn ' t  do  i t .

No.  'Cause I  cou ld  see a l l  tha t  money coming over  here  to  the  bank .

How much was i t?

0h,  j t  must  have been mi l l ions ,  I  guess ;  you  know,  them Mex ' i can  go ld  p ieces '
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50 's ,  sack  a f te r  sack .

h lh ick  bank?

They had a  bank  o f  the i r  o r+n  here ,  the  Mex ican someth ing  bank .  I ' l l  show

you what 's  there  now,  i t ' s  a  JeWish  s to re .  You knoW where  tha t  } l l i gwam

Theat re  i s ,  on  San Anton jo  S t ree t?  They  ca l l  i t  someth ing  e lse  now.

The State?

I  don ' t  know the  name o f  i t  now.  They  a11ey ' i s  hereo  bu t  r igh t  on  the  corner

there was the bank.

Near the American Furni ture Company?

No ,  the American Furni  ture i  s on th ' is  s i  de.

But  in  f ron t  o f  i t?

You know where that theatre is r ight  there,  as the streetcar comes around

the  corner  the re , ' i n  tha t  o ld  bu i ld ing?  Nex t  to  tha t  i s  a  ho te l  ups ta i rs '

and then tha t  Jewish  s to re  se l l ing  sh ' i r t s  and s tu f f .  The bank  was there .

And i t  was a Mexican bank?

Pancho 's  bank .  He had h is  own men here  w i th  money.

blhat was the neme of the bank, do you remember?

I t  had a  Mex ican name,  bu t  I  don ' t  remember .

They set up their  ov ' rn bank, huh?

They had their  own money there.  'Cause I  knew the guy that run i t ,  Car ' los

.-_-.*; that was the secretary for Pancho. And Pancho's brother used to

come there w' i th the money and we used to come there wi th him; deposj t  the

money,  go ld  p ieces  and hundred do l la r  b i l l s  in  s tacks  tha t  h igh '  wrapped

wi th  a  shoe lace  or  s t r ing  or  someth ing .

That  must  have been exc i t ing .

I  was  a  boy ,  I  d idn ' t  know.  I  sa ' id ,  "What  the  he l l ,  ' i t ' s  money ' "  and tha t ' s
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i t .  Bu t  now,  i t ' d  a  been  d i f fe ren t .  I ' d  a  took  one  o f  them s tacks !

(Laughter )  I ' ve  been pre t ty  lucky ,  because l l ve  hand led  a  lo t  o f  money and

I ' ve  worked  and  I ' ve  been  w i th  a  lo t  o f  h igh  c lass  peop le ;  l cause  a f te r

I  go t  to  p lay ' ing  ba l l  I  met  a  lo t  o f  b ig  peop ' le .  I  ius t  had enough educa-

t ion  to  ge t  a long  w ' i th  peop le  l i ke  tha t - -you  know,  r i ch  peop le "  m i l l i ona i res

and what  have you.  I  don ' t  know,  they  take  to  me;  I  dOnr t  know why,

they  jus t  take  to  me.  L ' i ke  th is  fe l low I  work  w i th ,  Rosa.  You know h im?

He runs  a l l  these race t racks .  0 f  course ,  they ' re  the  Maf ia .

He 's  a  member  o f  the  Maf ia?

Yeah i  They  go t  th ree  t racks :  Judrez ,  Ru jdoso,  and Sun land Park .  See,  I

hand le  the  pub ' l i c i t y .  We go to  A lbuquerque,  too .  See,  I 'm the  pub l ic ' i t y

man.

So you 've  been in  spor ts  a  long t ime then?

Ri  gh t .

When d id  you  s ta r t  p lay ing  ba l l?

When I  came back from overseas.

Did you play amateur teams?

hle played the Copper League, Cj ty League, Army League.

When d jd  you s ta r t  work ing  fo r  th is  man tha t  you ' re  work ing  fo r  now?

About  f i ve  years  ago,  four  o r  f j ve  years  ago.

And you hand le  the  pub l ic i t y  fo r  the  race t racks?

For  a l l  o f  them.

What do you do?

In  o ther  words ,  I  90  in  and pu t  a  card  or  t i cke ts  o r r  pub l i c i t y  sheets  fo r

the  race t rack  in  a l l  the  mote ls .  I  go  as  fa r  as  Las  Cruces ,  and as  fa r  as

Alamogordo. I  don' t  go to Ju6r:ez" And then dur ing the race I  work;  I

M:
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work  in  the  c lubhouse.

What  do  you do  in  the  c lubhouse?

Wel l ,  we take  care  o f  the  reserve  sec t ions .  But  I  d idnr t  work  th js  week,

tcause I  go t  a  lo t  o f  Work  I  have to  do  over  here .  tCause we ' re  a lmost

th rough;  see,  we ' l l  be  th rough there  in  no  t ime.  So wer re  ge t t ing  th is

p lace  ready .  Wer l l  be  in  A lbuquerque fo r  th ree  weeks ,  and then back  here .

And you ' re  go ing  to  go  up  there  too?

0h ,  yeah l  I 'm  go ing  to  A lbuquerque .  I  l i ke  i t  the re .  t  have  a  lo t  o f

fun ,  make a  l  i t t le  roney .

You ment joned a  l i t t le  wh i le  ago tha t  you  a lso  worked in  T i juana.

0h ,  yeah;  be fore  th is .  That ' s  where  I  met  A less io ,  the  owner .  i  worked

jn  the  gambl ing  house a t  the  c lub  down be low the  s t ree t ,  the  main  drag .

They  used to  ca l l  i t  the  Count ry  C lub  or  someth ing ' l i ke  tha t .  Then you

go around the hi l l  and go to the racetrack.  I  worked there too.

How long were you there?

The f i rs t  t ime I  went  there ,  I  was  there  about  s ix  months ,  go t  s ick  and

came home. Then the next t ime I  d idn' t  stay very 1ong. They closed up

the  p l  ace .

When d id  you f i rs t  go  there?
. |9 . . .  

what?  I  was  ou t  o f  a  iob .  And I  had t roub le  w i th  the  immigra t ion

over  there .  They  wou ldn ' t  le t  me in  ' cause I  was  an  Amer ican and I  cou ldn ' t

work .  Bu t  I  had  a  cous in  in  tha t  l i t t l e  p lace  ac ross  f rom Yuma.  I  don ' t

remember the name of the place. Joe was my cousin,  and the Presjdent of

Mex ico  was a  good f r iend  o f  Joe 's .  So Joe to ld  the  Pres ident  about  me.

So he  ca l led  the  immigra t ion  in  T i juana and to ld  them to  leave me a lone,  tha t

I  cou ld  do  any th ing  I  wanted  to  down there .  And I  was  an  Amer ican c i t i zen .
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And the  man,  an  Amer ican fe l la  on  the  br idge,he  used to

us  here .  So I rd  leave a l l  r r l y  Amer ican papers  w i th  h im,

work over there.

36

p1 ay ba1 1 wi  th

and then go to

When was the f i rst  t ime that you did that  over there?

. |935 , r36 ,  
someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

In  the  '30 '  s?

l t ' ly  boy,  my f i rst  boy,  he was born at  about that  t ime. I 'm poor on lkeeping

dates .

I t ' s  somet ime in  the  '30s?

. |930  
to '35 ,  a long ' in  the re .  Tha t ' s  when  they  had  the  gamb ' l i ng  in  T i juana

a l l  over  the  p1ace .

Was T i juana a  w ide  open p lace  jn  those days?

Wide open;  whores  on  the  s t ree t  and every th ing .  B ' ig  gambl ing  and a l l  tha t

s tu f f .  i ' l l  te l l  you  what ,  I  made a  h i t  w i th  the  boss  there  because I  cou ld

ta lk  Eng l ish  and I  cou ld  work  the  Go ld  Room.  The Go ld  Room is  about  as  b ig

as  th is  room here ,  no th ing  bu t  go ld  p ieces  to  p lay  w i th ,  ins tead o f  ch ips .

The mov ie  s ta rs  wou ld  s tay  there  a l l  n ' igh t ,  p lay ing .  He used to  f igh t  fo r  tha t

job because we could make some money. Everyt ' ime they'd win $200, $300,

$500 ,  they 'd  take  one  and  pu t ' i t  i n  your  pocke t .  He l l ,  a t  the  end  o f  the

n igh t  you  had two,  th ree  hundred do l la rs - -  $20 go ld  p ieces .  Ins tead o f

ch ips  they 'd  g ive  you tha t .  l , le  used to  f igh t  fo r  tha t  iob .

What  mov ie  s ta rs  d id  you see coming in  there?

I ' l l  te l l  you ,  there  was a  b lond- feadeduoman.  Yeah,  I  knew them we l l ,  I

don ' t  remember  the i r  names now.  That  was be fore  the  ta lk ies  come on.

Before the ta l  k i  es,  huh?

Yeah l
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That  must  have been in  the  t20s  then.

0h ,  yeah l  Tom l ' l i x  was  born  r igh t  there  a t  For t  B l i ss ,  I  knew h im we l l .

And my fathen and ny brother went to work for  h im, taking care of  h is

honses .

Your father took care of  Tom Mix 's horses?

Yeahl See, my father was a rancher.  So when we went to Cal i fornid,  mV brother

went to work at  the movjes,  and h' im and Tom Mix knew each other.  'Cause

he was born  r jgh t  here  a t  the  end o f  the  br idge, there  a t  O ld  For t  B l i ss .

And he  says ,  " I 'm f rom E l  Paso. "  So they  go t  together ,  he  was ' look ing

for somebody to take care of  h is horses. So my brother says,  "My dad

used to do that for  Pancho Vi l la."  So he took him on. t ' ty  father worked for

h jm ' t i l  he  d ied .

How long was that?

Three years.  He had some beaut i fu l  horses. You know, he used to r ide hors-

es  in  the  mov ies .  Yeah,  I  knew Tom wel l .  Ta lked good Span jsh ;  in  fac t ,

he  ta lked  i t  be t te r  than I  do .  He was ra jsed r igh t  there .  He 'd  ho ld  a

good conversa t ion  w i th  you.  He was a ' lways  say ing ,  "Qu ih f iFo le ;  h i1 "  l , le l1 ,

I ' ve  been  a round  a  l i t t l e  b i t  and  met  a  lo t  o f  peop le .

D id  you  l i ke  T i juana?

I  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t .  0 f  course ,  we used to  d r ive  back  and fo r th  to  San D iego.

He stayed in San Diego; we had a car and we'd go back and forth.  But somet imes

on Saturday  n igh ts  we 'd  work  a l l  n fqh t  and s tay  there ,  and Sunday leave a t

12:00. And the man at  the br idge used to play ba' l l  wi th me, so I  could

go back ,and fo r th  any t ime,

You mean,  i f  you  d idn ' t  know h ' im,  you cou ldn ' t  go  back  and fo r th?

l , le l l ,  I ' d  a  had a  hard  t ime ge t t ing  there .  Because the  Amer ican immigra t ion
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and the  Mex ican immigra t ion ,  they  were  tough '  bo th  o f  them' in  T i juana '

lo t  o f  peop le  wou ld  go  there ,  i us t  l i ke  Judrez i  a  lo t  o f  ca rs .

Yeah,  bu t  i f  you  were  a  U.S.  c i t i zen  you had no  prob lem.

I f  you ' re  an  Amer ican you go t  to  ge t  a  permi t  to  work .  0h ,  theyr l l

you by somet imes. They don' t  carer t rey want the money. But there

lo t  o f  money there  a t  one t ime,  a  lo t  o f  i t .

Bu t  you  say  you  d idn ' t  l i ke  T i iuana?

No,  I  d idn r t  l i ke  i t  ve ry  we l l .  0h ,  I  s tayed  there  a  few days  in  an

ment,  and goddamn i t ,  there was a lot  of  drunks and thieves and what

you there,  so we moved to San Diego. | , |e used to go back and forth.

D id  you l i ke  work ing  there ,  though?

Yeah, because we was gett ing good money. | , |e 'd get $20 a shi f t ,  p ' lus what

you 'd  make;  you 'd  be  good fo r  $50 or  $100 a  day .

How many days a week did you work?

We11, I  worked Fr idays, Saturdays, and Sundays-- three days; and then I  he' lped

the  s lo t  mach ine  man.  He 'd  g ive  me $ . |0  to  go  ea t ,  and he  g ive  me $20 a  day .

We,d take al l  the money we wanted to out-of  the machin-eS down at  Rosar i fo.  You

know al l  them slot  mach' ines there on the beach? l lJe used to go there and iust

take the money out.  So I  made pret ty good. I  had a lot  of  good fr iends there.

One day I  was in Las Vegas, f i rst  t ime. And you know, Las Vegas is a great

p lace ,  b jg ,  lo ts  o f  money and every th ing .  So be fore  c ross ing  the  l ine  there

in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  a  man f rom Judrez ,  he  wanted  to  g ive  me a  job .  i  sa id '

"No, I  want to go to Las Vegas'"  He says'  " l ' le l l ,  when you come back'

come on by.  You need money?" I  said,  "No, I  got  enough."  So I  go to

Las  Vegas.  l , ' l ho 's  runn ing  the  p lace  there ,  The Thunderb j rd ,  bu t  a  fe l low

by the name of George SatteTow. He's a gangster 51ho worked for Hughes'

l e t

was a

apart-

have
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runn ing  th is  p1ace.  They  have po l i cemen on the  doors ,  b ig  guns  and

everything. And the guy on the door,  I  knew him from El Paso. So me and

my wi fe  s ta r ted  wa lk ing  in ,  and he  says ,  "Wai t  a  minu te .  } l |ho  are  you?"

J  sa id ,  "You  know me. "  He  says ,  "You  can ' t  go  in  here . "  I  sa id ,  " I  wan t

to  gamble .  Does George Sat te low run  th is  p lace? ' t  "Yes . "  I  found ou t

he  was runn ing  i t ,  so  he  went  down to  ta lk  to  George in  the  o f f i ce .

So he  to ld  th is  guy ,  he  says ,  "Le t  Pete  and h is  w i fe  come in . "  He mar r jed

a  Mex jcan  g i r l  he re  in  Ju6rez .  He 's  s t i l l  l i v ing  over  the re .  So  he  want -

ed  me to  gO tO Work .  i  d idn ' t  even say ,  "He l lo ,  hoW are  you?"  o r  no th ing .

He sayso "Come on,  you go t  to  go  to  work . "  I  says ,  "No,  George.  I

want  to  look  around and have fun . "  He sa id ,  "A l l  r igh t . "  So he  to ld

tne, he says, "Go to the cashier i f  you need any money and iust  s ign

the t jcket.  Get what you want."  And he put me to work on Fr iday'

Saturday,and Sunday, $. |50,  and al l  the money I  wanted to spend. I  knew

George wel l .  He belonged to the Purp' le Gang ' in Detroi t .  They were gang-

s te rs .  He used to  te l I  f f i€ ,  "Don ' t  te l i  anybody. "  But  what  the  he l I  d id

they  care?  But  I  knew peop le  l i ke  tha t ;  and I  don ' t  know how,  bu t  they 'd

take to me. Same way this Alessio,  th is guy that runs the racetracks here,

I knew him before he got rich, before he got the racetrack. He used to

have newspaper  s tands  in  T i juana,  he  was se l l ing  papers .  And then he  go t

the  concess ion  and then he  went  up .  Nor^ t  he 's  a  b ' ig  mi l l iona i re .

D id  you ever  see any  gangster  f igh ts?

No,  no l  No,  I 'd  s tay  away f rom them,  because they 'd  po in t  them out  to  me.

In other words,  they were watching us.  They got a lot  of  eyes; any move

you make, they can tel i  you how many cigaret tes you smoke, what t ime you

come in ,  what  t ime you went  ou t ,  who you ta lk  to .  I  know a l l  tha t .  They
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got eyes.

They've got you covered.

Yeah i  I  d idn ' t  m ind  because  I  d idn ' t  g i ve  a  damn.  I  wasn ' t  do ing  no th ing

wrong.  Yeahn I ' ve  been ' lucky  tha t  way  fo r  some reason.  Because I  used to

work in Judrez at  the gambl ing house for a long t ime. So George was the man-

ager there at  one t ime, at  the gambl ing house. So when he went over to

Las Vegas he took over The Thundenbjrd.  You ever been to Las Vegas?

Yeah I

Beaut i fu l  p ' lace. 0h, yeah, the shows are great.  I t  costsyou so much, but they

g ive  you your  d r inks .  Who was tha t  g i r l  s inger  who used to  ge t  d runk  and

s ing? Judy  Gar land.  I  knew her  we l l .

I  guess you met a lot  of  farnous people that  way.

0h ,  yeah i  In  T j juana,  most ly  mov ie  s ta r  s .  They  knew me by  my f i rs t  name.

"He l lo ,  Pete . ' t  Bu t  you  knew who they  were .

Te l l  me a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  your  baseba l l  ca reer .

Wel1 ,  in  the  Serv ice  we had a  lo t  o f  b ' ig  league ba l l  p layers .  You know,

they were drafted to go to the Army and the Navy. So when I ioined the

Navy they sent me to in  San Franc isco .  And they 'd  make compan ies  ou t

of  so many people as they would come in.  So I  was in Company A. And the

o ld  man tha t  run  i t ,  he  was an  o ld  t ime capta in  o f  the  Navy . 1 S

a b ig  p lace  where  we used to  p lay  ba1: l  and march  and a l l  th is ,  maneuvers

and everything. So he used to s i t  up there and watch us dur ing the parades

and what have you. And then on Sundays we'd play a game in the morning

and a  game in  the  a f te rnoon.  So dur ing  a ' l l  tha t  t ime a l l  these b ig  league

ba l l  p ' layers ,  minor  league ba l l  p ' layers ,  were  dra f ted  ,  so  we 'd  make a  team

out of  them. So they saw me tra ' in ing.  At nights or af ternoons af ter  4
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o 'c ' lock  werd  go  ou t  there  and p lay  among ourse lves ,  So my commander  used

to watch us,  so he recommended me to J immy Hicks.  He was a captain in the

Navy and the captain of  the bal l  team. So he spotted me and he transferred

me from A Company to another company of  nothing but big league bal ' l  p lay-

ers.  And I  was the only amateur.  That 's how come I  got  started. I

used to pi  tch for  them.

You p i  t ched?

Yeah 1

You must have p' icked up some good exper ience there.

0h ,  p len ty l  A  good ca tcher ,  Ha ineswor th  h is  name was,  he  says '  "Goddamn i t ,

where  d 'you  come f rom?"  I  sa id ,  "Texas . "  He sa id ,  "Goddamn,  there  are  a

lo t  o f  Texas  boys  tha t  come in  here  tha t  a re  good ba l l  p layers . "  I  sa ido

"Wel l ,  i t ' s  ho t  the re  and  you  a in ' t  go t  no th ing  to  do  bu t  p lay  ba1 ' l . "

So he  says ,  "You ' re  on  the  team,  now."  So we 'd  muster  in  the  morn ing '  ea t

b reak fas t ,  and  thengo  to rc l l  ca l l .  Then  a l l  the  ba l l  p layers  wou ld  ge t  on

the  boat  and go  to  d i f fe ren t  p laces  to  p ' lay  ba l l :  Oak land,  Berke ley ; ,  some-

t imes we 'd  go  to  Sacramento .  We 'd  go  p lay .  Yeah,  I  knew a  lo t  o f  the

ba l l  p ' layers .  Here 's  a  funny  th ing .  Now,  o f  course ,  when we came back

from France they had the Navy/Army game at the pologrounds in New York.

They  had 5  mi l l ion  peop le  there- -so ld je rs ,  sa i lo rs ,  mar ines  and every th ing .

I  got  on the team, they chose me to play on that team, Al l -Star team.

I  knew I  wasn ' t  go ing  to  ge t  to  p lay ' cause  a l l  them b ig  league  ba l l  p lay -

e rswerego ing top1ayand Iwason1yasma] l1eaguep1ayer .So they

chose me fo r  the  p i tch ing  s ta f f .  There  was n ine  o f  us .  So they  p i tched

Carl  Mays and di f ferent guys. Fjnal ' ly  one of  the boys got hurt  and I  had

to  p inch  h i t  fo r  h im.  And tha t  po loground was fu l l  c lear  up  to  the  top '
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jus t  l i ke  a  bu l l r i ng .  One guy  was  s i t t i ng  up  on  top  o f  the  roo f  when  I

went  to  ba t .  You know what  he  sa id?  r 'Ench j ladas l "  How in  the  he l l ,  ou t  o f

a  mi l l ion  peop le ,  some guy  knew me;  he  knew tha t  I  was  f rom here .  "Ench i -

ladas"  he  ca l led  me.  So I  took  my cap o f f  and foo led  around,  and I  was

laugh ing .  So Greer  says  to  me,  "h lha t ' s  the  mat te r?"  I  sa id ,  ' rNoth ing .

Tha t  guy  made a  remark  and  I 'm  laugh ing .  Wa j t  t i 11 I  ge t  th rough  and  I ' l l

go  ahead and ba t . "  So I  s ta ' l led  around in  the  d i r t  and th is  and tha t  and

other .  And everybody was ho l le r ing  l i ke  he l l  when I  took  o f f .  So  I  went

to  ba t ,  and  he  s t ruck  me ou t .  I  cou ldn ' t ,  ' cause  I  was  laugh ing .

h lhy  d id  he  ca l l  you  "Ench i ladas?"

'Cause  I  was  a  Mex ican ,  the  on ly  Mex ican  ou t  o f  a  j i l l i on  peop le ,  a  p layer .

Can you beat that? One guy knew me; he must have been from here or down

on the border.  When the named my name as a pinch hi t ter  on the loud

speaker ,  "Leyva, "  he  must  have thought ,  "0h ,  he ts  a  Mex ican. "  So th js  guy

must have been from this part  of  the country--Texas, you know, or somep' lace--

and  he  ye l1ed ,  "Ench i ladas . "  I  d idn ' t  know what  to  do .  (Chuck les ) .

Was he  an  Ang lo?

I  don ' t  know.  He was up  on  top  o f  the  roo f  there ,  among i i l l i ons  o f  peo-

p le .  I  go t  a  k ' i ck  ou t  o f  tha t .  And the  boys  were  jus t  k ' idd ' ing  me,  a l l

of  the bal  I  p1 ayers.

What  d id  they  te l l  you?

They jus t  wanted  to  know why he  ca l ledme "Ench i lada. "  Because

ch i ladas  in  my count ry ;  Span ' i sh  food,  see?

Did they have any Mexican iokes in those days?

No,  we d idn ' t  use  many a t  tha t  t ime;  tha t  I  can  remember ,  ro .

ba l l  i s  d i f fe ren t  and  every th ing  i s in  Eng l i sh .  0h ,  once  in  a

we eat  en-

Because

wh i le . .

base-
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There was a fe l low by the name of Rose, he was from San Antone or someplace"

a  p i t cher . .  A  n ice  look ing  fe l low,  good  p i t cher ,  n i ce  look ing  guy ,  beau t i -

fu l ;  he was a good looking man by the name of Rose. And he was the only

one cou ld  ta lk  Span ish ,  a  few words- - "C6mo es tds?"  and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .

Him and I  used to buddy up on a count of  we could ta lk.  And so when we

come to New York or France or anyplace'  we'd go together '  There v las an-

o ihe i fe l low tha t  cou ld  ta lk  Span ' i sh ,  f rom Ar izona,  and o f  course ,  he  cou ld

ta lk  i t  and  unders tand  j t .  Doug las ,  A r j zona  i s  jus t  ac ross  the  l i ne ,

you know, f rom Sonora. He was from there.  They were the only ones.

So when we got  oVer  to  France,  once in  a  wh i le  you 'd  see one who 'd  ta lk

to you, look at  you up and doWn and say, "Where are you from?rt  ' rEl  Paso."

"0h ,  I 'm f rom dOWn there  in  the  Va ' l ' l ey ,  San Antone, "  o r  SOmeplace there .

That 's  the  on ly  t ime we ever  met  l i ke  tha t .

D'id they treat you good?

0h,  yes l  I  was  a  pe t ty  o f f i cer  then;  they  had to .

You were a petty of f icer?

Yeah I

Have you ever exper jenced discr im' inat ion because you were a Mexican?

No,  I ' ve  been pre t ty  lucky  fo r  some reason.  I ' l l  te11  you why '  because

I  cou ld  ta lk  good Eng l ish .  I  can  ge t  a long w i th  anybody.  Wel l '  them

Dagos in New York used to th ink I  was a Dago, and I  used to get along

wi th  them pre t ty  we l l ,  most  o f  them.

So you've never had any problems?

No, nol  Not even here or an-vplace I  went.  There's on' ly one t ime they

started to,  but  they djdn,t  know for sure.  Hhen I  came back from the

war,  they sent for  me to pi tch up in New Mexico someplace, Alamogordo
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or somep: lace, I  don' t  remember.  They told me to leave on a t ra in here

tha t  n igh t  to  ge t  there  a t  midn ' igh t  and s leep t i l  9  o  ' c lock .  And they

wou ldn 'L  le t  me come out  w i th  the  res t  o f  the  team unt i l  game t ime,  be-

cause theywere bett ' ing a 
' lot  

of  mon€y. And another" t ime out here in

the  o i l  f ie ld  in  0dessa,  they  used to  have a  lo t  o f  o i l  a t  tha t  t ime.

Guess  how much they  g ive  me to  p i tch  a  ba l l  game?- -$ l500.  But  they  d idn ' t

know I  was coming, and they had an amateur team; I  was already a pro.  i

bea t  the  he l l  ou t  o f  them k ids ,  beat  them 15 to  no th ing"  A l l  them guys  f rom

the o i l  f je lds ,  "Here ,  Pete l  Here l "  I  be t  I  made $ . l200,  $ . |400,  and ex-

penses  .

You made out pretty good i

Yeahl  So in Alamogordo they cal led me the same way; they to ld me to stay in

tha t  n igh t  t i l l the  nex t  morn ' ing .  I  had to  warm up in  the  a l ley  so  they

cou ldn ' t  see  me t i11  game t ime.

What  was your  regu la r  iob  in  those days?

When I  was  p lay ing  ba l l?

Yeah .

I  was working for the c i ty here.

Dr iv ing  tha t  t ruck?

And p lay ing  semi -pro  ba l l .

We l l ,  l e t ' s  see .  You  d rove  a  t ruck  fo r  the  c i t y ,  you

l . lhat  e lse did you do?

Before that I was a messengen boy.

Yeah. But af ter  you were a Deputy Sher i f f ,  what did

See,  I  worked fo r  the  c i ty  f i r s t ,  then the  Sher i f f .

A f te r  leav ing  the  Sher i f f ' s  j ob ,  wha t  d id  you  do?

were a Deputy Sher i f f .
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I  wasn ' t  do ' ing  no th ing .  I  ( th ink)  I  went  to  work  fo r  the  race t rack .

l , {hen did you start  working for the racetrack?

When i t  f i r s t  opened up .

What  were  you do ing  in  the  '30s?

That 's  when I  came back . f rom the  war .  Work jn -q  in  Ju f , rez  a t  the  gambl ing  house.

How long did you work there?

At di f ferent t imes. Because'  see, when they changed the governors in Chi-

huahua,  they  changed the  concess ions ;  so  somet imes I  d idn ' t  work  un t i l  they

found ou t  tha t  I  cou ld  work ,  (because)  I  was  an  Amer ican.  So i t  var ied .

Were you there when C6rdenas closed down the gambl ing places?

Yeah,  I  was  work ing  there .

D jd  you lose  your  iob?

We11,  they  to ld  me tha t  they  were  go ing  to  c lose  i t  up .  Quevedo come up

and to ld  me,  he  says ,  "Pete ,  they ' re  go ing  to  do  away w i th  gambl ing '  so

you ' ' l l  be  ou t  o f  a  job . "  A t  tha t  t ime,  he  was the  Mayor  o f  the  c i ty ,  one

of the Quevedos. Do you know h' im?

I  don ' t  know h im,  bu t  I ' ve  heard  o f  the  Quevedos.

Jos6.  He used to  l i ve  acnoss ,  over  here  on  th is  s ide .

He I i ved over here?

Yeah,  he  was mar ied  to  an  Amer ican g i r1  .

And he was the Mayor over there?

Yeah I

D id  he  l i ve

}. |e l l ,  he was

over here when he was the MaYor?

wi th  th is  g i r1 .  You know how the  Mex icans  are .
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0h ,  I  see l

Yeah;  oh ,  I  know a l l  about  tha t  in  Judrez .

So, do you remember i f  a lot  of  peop' le lost  their  jobs when they

c losed up  a l l  these p laces?

Sure l  But  hene is  the  way" i t  was ;  When they  changed the  concess ions ,  they

had a man by the name of Tuchet;  he was a Frenchman that had the conces-

s ion .  And then some po l i t i ca l  guy  f rom Ch ihuahua wou ld  take  i t  away f rom

him,  so  we 'd  be  ou t  o f  a  job  maybe a  month  or  two.  Then i t rd  be  open aga in ,

' i t 'd change hands. Then when Pancho got i t ,  i t  was a di f ferent story.

So  i t  j us t  depended  on  po l i t i cs .

Yeah i

l , {ha t  d id  you do  in  the  '40s?

I  th jnk  I  was  p lay ing  pro fess ' iona l  ba l l .  I  was  up  in  Nebraska p lay ing

ba l l  fo r  a  l i t t l e  wh i le  dur ing  the  season .  i  used  to  go  l i ke  tha t ,  l ose

a job ,  and come back  to  E l  Paso.  But  th ' i s  has  been my home a l1  ny  l i fe .

And then in the '50s,  what were you do' ing? Remember when Raymond Tel ]es

was elected mayor?

0h,  tha t  was  a f te r .  I  l .1as  work ing  here  when he  was go ing  to  co l1ege.  H is

father used to have a taxi  stand, and he used to come through there

to go to school .  Sometimes they used to dr ive him up to the school .

Yeah,  they  used to  car ry  h im up the  h i l l  when he  was la te ,  you  know.  H is

father had a taxi  cab stand. He used to come by there and we used to s i t

there and talk al l  the t ime. I  was r^rorking for the c i ty then. Name

anybody in  town s ince  
. |9 . |0 ,  

anybody,  I  d idn ' t  care  who.

You knew most of  them. What were you doing at  that  t ime that he became

Mayor?
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I  was spending my money when we got our bonus dur ing the war.

hlhat job did you have then?

What  the  he l l  was  I  do ing  then?

Racetrack?

No,  tha t  was  a f te r .  I  don ' t  remember .  I  th ink  i  was  dr iv " ing  the  t ruck

for  the  c i ty .

You 've  had many jobs .

0h ,  yeah l  I ' ve  had a  lo t  o f  jobs .  Veterans  cou ld  ge t  these jobs  because

there was no work,  see? So I  was dr iv" ing the t ruck for  th is company down

here that had the pavement,  the Texas ;  I  was dr iv ing the t ruck.

They put us veterans to work cut t ing tnees down the val ley,  o1d trees that

had been there for  years and years.  And then they began to pave the road.

In other words,  the road was about that  wide, I  guess, but they expanded i t .

So they put a ' l l  of  those veterans to work.  So they had to cut  those old

trees in the way to make room for the h'ighway. So they made room for the

veterans  to  work .  I  was  dr iv ing  a  t ruck .

When you were  work ing  over  there  in  Judrez  in  those gamb' l ing  p laces ,  and over

there in Ti juana, were most of  those places owned by Americans or were they

owned by Mexicans?

That 's  a  good ques t ion .  The f i rs t  one tha t  I  went  to  work  w i th  was a

Frenchman, Tuchet was his name. Then af ter  that ,  a Spaniard.  Then af ter

h im was some po l j t i c ian  f rom Ch ihuahua.  That  was the  las t  job  we had;  tha t

i s ,  over  the re .

What about the bars and restaurants?

I  knew a l l  about  them.  Severo  Gonzd lez ,  the  B ig  K id ,  and a l l  tha t .  Do

you remember that  t ime when you had to have $2 bi l ls  to go to Judrez?
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No,  when was tha t?  You had to  have $2  b i l l s  to  go  to  Judrez?

Yeahn to go to Judrez.  They made a ru1e, everybody had to buy $2 bi l ls  to

go over there.

l,{hat for?

To  spend .  They  wou ldn ' t  l e t  you  take  go ld  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  I  don ' t

know whyl  I  never did f ind out why they did that .

When d id  tha t  happen?

About '67  o r '68 ,  a long  in  the re .

In  the '60s .  Bu t  those  bars  and  res tauran ts  a long  the  s t r ips  in  Judrez  and

in Ti juana, would you say that most of  them were owned by Americans?

I  don ' t  know,  because I  wasnr t  a  d r inker ;  I  wasn ' t  a  guy  tha t  wou ld  go  in  a

bar  and s i t  there  and dr ink .  In  o ther  words ,  i t  d idn ' t  faze  me to  f ind

out  no th ing  about  i t  ' cause I 'm no t  a  bar  d r inker ' ,  I  never  was.  Lo ts  o f

fe l las ,  the  f i rs t  th ing  when they 'd  ge t  o f f  work ,  they 'd  h j t  the  bars ,  and

I  d idn ' t .  I  a lways  kep t  c1ean ,  kep t  in  shape .

You ment ioned you knew Raymond Tel les.

0h ,  we l l ,  as  a  k id .

Have you always voted?

Sure i  I  he lped h im in  h is  f i rs t  campa ' ign .  Sure i  'Cause I  knew h is  fa ther .

And  he  was  on ly  a  k id ;  a  good  l i t t l e  k id ,  too .

You known he 's  the  on ly  Mex ican who 's  been e lec ted  Mayor  in  E l  Paso.

I  don ' t  know.  I  heard  one t ime tha t  when Magof f in  was Mayor ,  tha t ' s ' in

. |904,  '05 ,  tha t  he  was ha l f  Mex ican.

Yeah,  tha t ' s  t rue .  H is  mother  was Mex ican.

Because I  went  to  schoo l  w i th  Mary  and Jean,  the  two g i r l s .  In  fac t ,  I  used

to  go  w i th  Mary  in  San Jac jn to  Schoo l .  See,  have you ever  seen tha t  home o f
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h is?

The Magoffin home?

Yeah,  They  used to  have a ' lo t  o f  t rees ,  pears  tha t  b ig ;  and we used to  go

out  there  and p ick  a  bunch o f  them and ea t  them.  N ice  b ig  pears  l i ke  tha t .

I  come per t r  near  mar ry ing  tha t  g i r l .  She went  to  co l lege,  a f te r  tha t  I

los t  t rack .  I  was  l i v ing  r igh t  there  c lose  to  her  on  San Anton jo  S t ree t .

I  was wonder ing what your ideas are on Mexicans not gett ing elected to

pub l i c  o f f i ce  here ,

At that  t jme, there was a c l ique; Montoya was one of  the leaders.  I  knew

rnos t  o f  the  Mex icans  tha t  were  po l i t i c ians  t ry ing  to  ge t  in ,  bu t  they  never

cou ld  ge t  in ,  because they  cou ' ldnr t  ge t  enough vo tes .  In  o ther  words ,  we had

more  wetbacks  here  than we had c i t i zens ,  tha t ' s  why .  Because they  d idn ' t

g ive  a  damn about  e lec t ions ;  a l l  they  wanted  was to  work .  I f  we 'd  a  had a

we cou ld 've  go t  Mex icans  in  there .  Because th is  fe l low f rom

Ys le ta  t r ied  to  run  fo r  Mayor ,  he  cou ldn ' t  ge t  to  f i rs t  base.

Not enough votes.

No. After he found out he couldn' t  get  nobody to work for  h im or to vote

for him, he qui t .  He was an Indian from Ysleta.  They was go' ing to run

h im fo r  mayor ,  bu t  he  cou ldn ' t  ge t  to  f i rs t  base,  cou ldn ' t  ge t  no  back ing

or  no th ing .

Do you th ink  Ang los  here  in  E l  Paso

At one t ime I  heard that,  but  I  used

You had to  f igh t  yourse l f  to  ge t  by ,

Yeah i

Was there  d isc r jm ina t ion  in  E l  Paso?

Yeahl Our zone was from San Antonio

have d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t  Mex ' i cans?

to f ight  mysel f  to get by.

to get a job?

to the r iver,  and this way to Wash' ing-
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ton Park ,  bu t  no t  across  the  t racks ,  vvh ich  is

ground.
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now where the t ra ins go under-

Was tha t  the  d iv ' ind ing  I  ine?

Almost ,  yeah i  And I  had a  he l l  o f  a  t ime one t ime,  ' cause I  wanted  to  l i ve

on tha t  s ide .  I f  the  ren t  was  $35 they  wou ld  charge you $75.  So I  cou ldn ' t

a f fo rd  i t ;  i  wasn ' t  mak ing  enough money.

When was that?
. |909 ,  l l 0 ,  ' l l ,  ' 12 ,  a long  in  the re .

You wanted  to  l i ve  nor th  o f  the  t racks?

Yeah i  There  was a  few houses  there .  up  on  the  h i l l '  wh ich  is  now Kern  P lace ,

i t  used to  be  no th ing  bu t  Mex jcans  up  on  the  h i l l .  La  Mesa they  used to

ca l l  i t .  Bu t  ha l f  o f  them are  Mex icans  up  there  now.  Tony  Lama's  w i fe ,  the

boys ,  a l l  o f  them.  0 f  course ,  they ' re  no t  cons ' ideredMex icans ;  gon i  ta l  ianos .

D id  you ever  see peop le  d ' i sc r im ina ted  aga ins t?

Wel l ,  l e t ' s  see .  They  used  to  do  i t  on  jobs ,  l i ke  say ,  the  ra i l roads ,  shops ,

the  depot ,  the  pos t  o f f i ce .  Some o ther  p laces ,  too .

What  d id  they  do?

They  wou ldn ' t  h i re  you .

Did you ever t ry to get a iob there?

No, I  was too young at  that  t ime.

D id  you know peop le  who t r ied  to  ge t  a  job  who d jdn ' t  ge t  h i red  because they

were Mexican?

My father was.

He was turned down?

Yeah, but my father was a good horseman, so he a' lways had a good job.  He

knew about horses, he was a rancher.
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Mr-  Leyva,  d id  you haar  the word "ch icano"  when you were young?

No.

When was the f i rst  t ime that

I t  was af ter  we I  ived here.

tha t ' s  ca16 .

Bar r io  language.

Yeah !

you heard that word?

I 'd  say  abou t  . |915 ,  ' 20 ,  a long  in  the re .  Bu t

M:

L :

M :

L :

What  d id  i t  mean to  you a t  tha t  t ime?

hJe l l ,  i t  means  tha t  I  wasn l t  we l ' l  educa ted ,  I  d idn ' t  have  enough  schoo l .  I

was  a lways  wonder ing  what  the  he l l  i t  was  and I  never  cou id  f igure  i t  ou t .

Af ter I  got  to m' ingl ing wi th American boys when I  went to San Jacinto and

h igh  schoo ' l  ,  I  m ing led  w i th  Amer ican boys  and some wou ld  say ,  "No,  we don ' t

want  h im, ' i '  tha t  was  me,  because I  cou ld  p lay  foo tba l l ,  baseba l l .  And I

d idn ' t  p ' lay  basketba l l  because I  wasn ' t  fas t  enough w i th  my 1egs .  But  once

in  a  wh i le  some o f  them boys  used to  say ,  "No,  we want  Pete  to  p lay . ' ,  Bu t

they  k ind  a  pu t  you  to  one s ide .  But  I  fought  my way th roughn and I  made i t .

I  used to  f igh t  good.  One boy  ca l led  me,  "Goddamn Mex ican son o f  a  b i tch . ' ,  I

go t  mad and  I  h ' i t  h im w ' i th  someth ing ,  I  don ' t  know what ' i t  was ;  a  s t i ck  o r

someth ing .  I  knocked h im on the  head.  That ' s  the  on ly  t ' ime.  But  a f te r

tha t ,  a f te r  I  go t  ta lk ing  good Eng l ish  and every th ing ,  I  cou ld  ge t  a long

good.  I  don ' t  g ive  a  damn who i t  i s , ' l awyers  o r  anybody.  In  o ther  words ,

I  had  se l f  educa t ion ,  I  d idn ' t  have  co l lege .  I  cou ld  read  and  wr i te ,  f i gu re ,

s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  And I  can  argue w i th  any  gr ingo,  I  don ' t  care  what  he  says .

F i rs t  th ing  I  say ,  "Look ,  YOU' re  Amer ican ,  you  th ink  I 'm  l ' l ex ican .  I 'm  no t .

My fa ther  was a  fu l l -b looded Ind ian ,  jus t  as  good Amer jcan as  you. ' ,  And

I  ge t  them o f f  my back .  That ' s  the  way I 'd  f igh t .  ( I  go t  a  good p ic tu re  o f
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my fa ther .  Jus t  a  b ig  Ind ian .  )

go t  b ig  enough.

E2

I  used to f ight  them of f  that  way,  when I

You 've  had an  j  n te res t ' ing  f  i fe .

Ever  s ince  I  was  12  years  o ld ,  I  made a  l j v ing  fo r  my peop ' le ,  too-

Youfve  been th rough a  lo t .

You  be t .  I  l ea rned  a  Jo t .  And  th is  wor ld  i s  a  b ig  wor1d ,  too .  I ' l l  t e l l

you  another  inc fdent .  Now,  th is  i s  funny ,  and i t ' s  p re t ty  good,  ' cause I

always tel l  i t .  At  the t ime I  was a messenger boy, they had a lot  of

Ch inamens in  E l  Paso.  A l l  0 regon St ree t  was  Ch inamens.  They  had res tau-

rants and chopsuey jo ints.  There was a jo int  there on Second Street,  which

' i s  now a  gaso l ine  s ta t ion ;  a  nood le  jo in t .  l , le  used to  go  there  and ea t  a t

n igh t  when I  was  a  messenger  boy"  And then the  d is t r i c t  was  w ide  open and

they 'd  se l l  beer  a f te r  9 :30 .  See ,  they  c losed  the  sa loons  a t  9 :30 ,  so  we 'd

go back  beh ind  the  bars  and ge t  beer  and se l l  i t  to  the  whores ;  a t  a  do l la r

a bott le,  too.  l , ' |e used to make 509 on the bott le.

They  pa id  a  do l la r  a  bo t t le?

Sure l  So when I  jo " ined the  Navy ,  we 'd  go  to  Hong Kong.  So these mi l l ion-

a j res '  sons ,  two o f  them on nry  sh ip ,  we had ius t  come out  o f  t ra in ing  and

we had al l  that  pay. f . le go to China, we go on a b ' ig dr ink wi th these Chinese

g i r l s  and  every th ' i ng ;  we  go t  in  ja i l I  So ,  them guys  kep t  say ing ,  "Don ' t

you  ta lk  to  tha t  Ch inaman, "  and  th is  and  tha t .  And  I  say ,  " I  w i l l . "  I

to ld him, the guard,  "Hey, take me to the bank. I  got  a money order here.

I  wan t  to  cash  i t  and  pay  you  and  ge t  ou t . "  "0h ,  no ,  no ,  no l "  " I 'm  go ing

to  g ive  you some money. "  "A l l  r igh t . "  He tOok me to  the  bank '  one o f  the

b ' igges t  banks  in  Ch ina .  Who was there ,  tha t  was  Pres ident  o f  the  bank ,  bu t

this chinamen, io int  guy.  And he says when he saw me, "Petel  Pete:  El  Pa-
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sof "  I  sa id ,  "Yeah,  Pete ,  messenger  boy . "  He says ,  "Mess-en-cha boy . "

He says ,  "What 's  the  mat te r ,  what 's  the  mat te r?"  I  sa id ,  ' lThey  go t  me in

ja i l .  I  wan t  to  cash  th is  check . "  Sure l  You  don ' t  cash  i t .  How much  do

you want?"  He ta lked  to  the  Ch inaman,  "How many boys?"  "Three,  $25 a  p iece . "

He gave h im the  noney r igh t  there  and sa id ,  "Le t  the  boys  go  ou t . "

And he give me some money to have a good t ime. Can you imagine, out of  a

t r i l l i on  peop le  in  Ch ina ,  one guy  wou ld  know me? A in ' t  tha t  funny? So them

guys  says ,  "How in  the  he l l  do  you know h im?"  I  sa id ,  " l , le l l ,  he 's  f rom E l

Paso,  he 's  go t  a  res taurant  there ,  and I  used to  ea t  there . "  He made a  lo t

o f  money hene dur ing  tha t  t ime,  when the  d is t r i c t  was  open.  B ig  res taurants ,

big restaurants here in El  Paso; Chinese, you know, great big ones. Same way

wi  th .  One of  my boys was gor ing to marry one of  h is daughters,

so  he  sent  h is  daughters  to  Ch jna  and they  wou ldn ' t  le t  them come back  no

more .  So when we went  to  Ch ina ,  I  went  to  look ' ing  fo r  h is  g i r l  and  I  cou ldn ' t

f ind  her .  0h ,  he l l ,  i t  was  too  b ig l  Too many peop le l  You 'd  see hundreds

of  peop le  on  the  s idewalk .  You had to  f igh t  your  way th rough in  Ch ina .  So

Car l ,  he  was  a  m i l l j ona i re ' s  son  f rom Sacramento ,  sa id ,  "How in  the  he l l

d id  you  ge t  us  ou t? "  I  sa id ,  "Look ,  I  s t i l l  go t  my  check .  They  le t  me ou t . "

"How d id  you  do  i t? "  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I  knew the  guy  a t  the  bank . "  r rOhr  r l

Out  o f  a  j i l l ' i on  Ch ' inamen,  and he  had to  be  the  banker .  Gee,  can you ima-

g ine  tha t?  I '  ve  been th rough a  lo t .

Tha t ' s  rea l l y  in te res t ing .  h le l l ,  I rm ou t  o f  tape  here .  I  wan t  to  thank  you

very  much fo r  th is  in te rv iew.  I t  was  very  in te res t ing ,  and i t  was  a  p lea-

sure .  Thank you very  much,  Mr .  Leyva.

0kay.
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