
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

11-30-1977 

Interview no. 311 Interview no. 311 

Arturo O. Pena 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Arturo O. Pena by Jose A. Pena, 1977, "Interview no. 311," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F311&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F311&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F311&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


UI'IIVEIISITY OF TEXAS AT [L PASO

II.ISTITIJTE OF ORAL HISTORY

)INTERVIEIdEE:

INTERVIEl{ER:

PIIOJECT:

DATE OF II'ITERVIEII:

TERi''iS 0F USE:

TAPE NO.:

TRAi{SCRIPT i.i0.:

TRA}ISCRIBER:

DATE TRANSCRIBEO:

Arturo 0. Pe"na (1926-

Josd A. Pefia

Cl ass project--Ch' icano Hi story

Unrestri cted

3 l l

31 . |

Josd Pena

December 1,  1977

BIOGRAPHICAL SYIiOPSIS OF II'ITERVIE!^IEE:
(C iv i l  Serv ice  emp ' lqyee.a !  I , . lh i te  Sands

cruce\ l ' i l l ; *  M;; t i io i  prbmi i rent leader in his

nas freiO every pos' i t ion in the organizat ion'

Miss i le  Range) .  Born  i f t ,  fqs  ,
Coil i lunitv; fremoer of LULAC and

SUIIHANY OF I['ITER\IIE!.I:

B . iog raphy ;schoo ]exper iences ;da t . ingpa t te rns ,amonqpeers ;emp loy -
ment experiences; tnJ'u. ' i i . l t ion; inuiiu.f i .ht in LuLAC; [nb word "chicano";

i 11ega ' l  a l i ens '

November 30, 1977

45 minutes ;  20  Pages



I  am abou t  t o  i n te rv iew  Mr .  A r tu ro  On t i ve ros  Pe f ra  i n  h i s  o f f i ce  a t  Wh i te  Sands
l , l isa ' r le  Range.  My name is  Jos6 Ar turo Pefra,  Jr .

JP:  Mr .  Pef ia ,  can  you te l l  me your  da te  and p lace  o f  b i r th?

AP: I  was born in Las Cruces, New Mexico on February 19, 1926.

JP:  Mr .  Pef ra ,  can  you te l l  me any  in te res t ing  fac ts  about  your  paren ts '  background?

AP: My father was born in Las Cruces in 1903. My mother was born in Guadalupe

V ic to r ia ,  Mun ic ip io  de  Mioqu i ,  Ch ihuahua ,  M6x ico  in  1904 .  She ' in rm ig ra ted  in to

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  in  
. l909 .  

My grandfa ther ,  Manue l  0n t iveros ,  b rought  them

over.  At  that  t ime al ' l  they had to do was wri te their  names in a book when

they came across-- that  they were going to stay in the Uni ted States.  They

set t led  jn  Mes j l la  a t  the  0hara  Farms wh jch  is  ou ts ide  o f  Las  Cruces .  My

grandfa ther  and grandmother  worked there  un t i l  they  d ' ied .  In  fac t ,  i t  wasn ' t

unt j l  af ter  they were dead that their  chi ldren lef t  them--when they were grown,

about  30 .  0n  my fa ther 's  s ide ,  h is  fa ther  came over  in  the  la te  1880 's .

He was the man who brought al l  the goats to Las Cruces. He had a b ' ig goat

fa rm there  where  i t ' s  p rac t ica l l y  downtown Las  Cruces  now.  I t  was  ca l led

"Ch iva  Town. "  Now tha t  the  town ' is  g rown so  much,  i t  j s  no t  there  any  more .

They 've  bu j l t  houses .  I  can  remember  go ing  to  m ' i l k  the  goats  f rom my house

when I  was  about  12 .  My grandfa ther  wasn ' t  a l i ve  anymore ;  he  d ied  in  
. |929

when I  was only 3 years old,  but  my step-grandmother kept the goats for  many

years  a f te r  tha t .

JP :

AP :

Have you spent  a l l  your  l i fe  in  Las  Cruces?

I 've only been out of  Las Cruces for a year and a

h igh  schoo l  in  May 1944 I  le f t  Las  Cruces .  I  went

a Navy Base there for  Engineers.  Then

hal f .  When I  graduated f rom

to Cal ' i forn ia and worked at

i  n December of 
. |  
945, I came

is  now Brad ley  Schoo l .

now the  admin i s t ra t i ve

back to  Las Cruces and stayed there.

I  went  to  e lementary school  a t

Then  I  a t tended  the  f i f t h  and  s ' i x th

Grandv iew ,  wh ich

grade at  what  i  s
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off ices for  the Las Cruces schools on the corner of  Amador and Edi th.  I

at tended the seventh and eighth at  Central  School  .  I  f i ,nal ' ly  went to high

schoo l  a t  A lameda wh ich  is  now A lameda Jun io r  H igh  Schoo l .  I  went  there  four

years - -my  9 th ,  lO th ,  l l t h ,  and  12 th  g rades .  I  was ' in  the  las t  c lass  tha t  wen t

four years to high schoo' l  .

JP:  Do you remember  any  s ign i f i can t  o r  in te res t ing  events  tha t  happened to  you

throughout your school  l i fe? For example,  how many Mexjcan American teachers

d id  you have?

AP:  A l l  th rough schoo l ,  I  can  on ly  remember  one- -Joseph ine  Lucero .  She was in

h igh  schoo l .  She 's  the  on ly  one I  can  remember  tha t  was  Mex ican Amer ican.

By  name though- -you cou ldn ' t  te l l  i t  any  o ther  way.  She was very  l igh t -com-

plexioned and very upper c lass You have to real ize that  she came from a

very prominent fami ly jn Las Cruces--one brother was the sher i f f  in Dofra Ana

County for  one term, then the next brother-- they were the sher i f f  for  about

20 years jn Dofra Ana County.  They were pret ty wel l  of f .  I  would imagine

tha t ' s  why  Miss  Lucero  was teach ing .

JP:  D id  you see any  segregat ion  in  the  schoo ls  a t  tha t  t ime?

AP:  0h ,  yeah.  When we went  to  g rade schoo l  in  
. |932,  

a l l  the  Mex icans  s tayed on

one s ide  o f  the  schoo l  and a l l  the  Ang los  on  the  o ther  s ide .  We were  separa ted .

I t  was  en forced to  a  cer ta in  degree.  I  th ink  tha t  we were  jus t  beg inn ing  to

s ta r t .  I  th ink  tha t  we d id  ' i t  au tomat ica l l y ,  ac tua l l y .  Perhaps  i t  wasn ' t

forced on us.  l , le were iust  to ld.  Our generat ion was that type. Whatever the

Anglo said,  that  was i t .  To me, we were obedient to teachers.  | . le thought they

were " i t . "  The only way we were ever going to get ahead was to pay at tent ion

to  them.  I f  they  sa id  any th ing  to  do ,  the  major i t y  o f  us  d id  i t .

JP: Do you remember any other s igni f icant or interest ing events that  happened to

you  in  schoo l?
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AP:  Wel l ,  one th ing  tha t  a lways  has  been w i th  me is  the  t ime I  went  to  h igh

schoo l  and I  wanted  to  take  pub l ic  speak ing .  I  pu t  in  fo r  i t  in  my f reshman

year ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  ge t  i t .  I  d idn ' t  say  much .  I  though t  I ' d  t r y  to  ge t  i t  i n

my sophomore  year .  The teacher ,  Mrs .  Sut te le r ,  to ld  me she cou ldn ' t  take  me

because  I  i us t  d idn ' t  have  enough  vocabu la ry  to  be  in  a  pub l i c  speak ing  c lass .

I  aga in  le t  i t  go  in  my sophomore  year .  By  the  t ime I  go t  to  be  a  jun io r ,  I

thought  I  knew what  was go ' ing  on ,  so  I  appf ied  aga in  in  my jun io r  year .  Th is

t ime I  d idn ' t  take  the  teacher 's  word  fo r  i t ,  so  I  went  to  the  pr inc ipa l ,  Mr .

G i l l .  He sa id  the  same th ing- - tha t  I  jus t  d id  no t  have enough vocabu lary .  He

sa id  he  wou ld  t ry  to  ge t  me in  nex t  year .  i  remember  te l l ing  h im tha t  i f  I

d idn ' t  ge t  i t  i n  my  sen io r  year , I  wasn ' t  go ing  to  ge t  i t ,  r i gh t?  I  d id  app ly

in  my sen io r  year  and I  was  dec l ined,  so  I  went  to  h im aga in  and I  to ld  h im

that  he  had promised me more  or  less  and tha t  i f  he  wasn ' t  go ing  to  do  i t

tha t  I  m igh t  go  to  the  Schoo l  Board  or  somebody because I  d idn ' t  th ink  he

should have the f inal  say-so on i t ,  because I  had been try ing now for 3 years.

I  was going to go to the Super intendnet of  schools about i t .  He let  i t  go a

day and I  to ld him to get me an appointment wi th the Super intendent,  but  some-

how or the other I  got  into the c lass the next day. There were about 40

s tudents in  the  c lass  and I  was  the  on ly  Mex ican Amer ican,  I  th ' ink .  I  came out

pre t ty  good- - I  came out  about  second or  th i rd  ou t  o f  40 .  I  thought  I  had the

vocabu lary .  The teacher  sa id  she was surpr ised  a t  me.  That ' s  about  the  on ly

o ther  th ing  tha t  was  rea l  s ign i f i can t .  Many,  many th ings  happened,  even in

p lay ing  foo tba11.  I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  le t te r  un t i l  my sen io r  year  and I  had p layed

four  years .  0 f  course ,  the  f i rs t  year  they  d idn ' t  take  me on t r ips ,  bu t  the

second year when I  was a sophomore I 'd go on tnips.  I 'd go in somet ime when

a guy  needed res t ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  le t te r  t i l l  my sen io r  year .  I  jus t  fee l

tha t  I  was  maybe he ld  back .  Maybe I  wasn ' t ;  I  don ' t  know.  Maybe I  rea l ' l y
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wasn ' t  as  good  as  I  though t  I  was- - le t ' s  pu t  i t  tha t  way .

JP: Can you remember any speci f ic  dat ing patterns that your generat ion had back

then? [ . las there a lot  of  Ang' los dat ing Mexican Americans or v ice versa, or

any th ' ing  l i ke  tha t?

AP:  As  fa r  as  da t ing ,  we s tuck  pre t ty  much to  ourse lves .  The Mex ican Amer ican boys

very  ra re ly  wou ld  da te  any  Ang lo  g i r l s .  I t  was  the  o ther  way around.  The

Ang lo  boys  da ted  a  lo t  o f  Span ish  g i r l s .  There  may have been one or  two

except ions.  The on' ly one I  can remember was Raymond Apodaca--he used to date

an  Ang ' lo  g i r l .  So  d id  h is  o lder  b ro ther ;  he  used  to  da te  an  Ang lo  g i r1 .  In

fac t ,  he  mar r ied  her ,  bu t  they ' re  d ivorced now.  That  was about  the  on ly  one

I  can remember .  0 f  course ,  he  was l igh t  complec ted  and cou ld  pass  fo r  an  Ang lo .

JP: Can you remember how you would spend a typical  Saturday or Sunday af ternoon?

AP: Normal ' ly ,  I  was pret ty much of  a loner.  I  was the only chi ld.  I  had no

bro thers  o r  s is te rs .  I  d id  have lo ts  o f  f r iends .  My mother  and fa ther  thought

a  lo t  o f  me.  Even to  th ' i s  day ,  my mother  doesn ' t  speak  a  word  o f  Eng l ish .  My

fa ther  on ly  went  to  the  th i rd  g rade,  as  fa r  as  I  can  te l l .  My Saturday  wou ld

poss ib ly  invo lve  go ing  to  an  ear l y  mov ie ,  ge t t ing  in  ear l y ,  and  s tudy ' ino .

Sundays I  would go to church w' i th my mother and probably chop wood Sunday af ter-

noons, and study at  n ight.  I  read and read and read the books because I

was sl ight ly at  a disadvantage. l  I  could not ask anybody at  home /For any educa-

t ional  help_,,1 There was no way they could help me so I  had to read and read

and  read  / so  t f ra t  I  cou ld  unders tand  wha t  was  happen ing  i n  schoo l .7  I t  t ook

me  a  l ong  t ime  t o  r ea l l y  r ea f i ze  wha t  educa t i on  was .  Once  j n  a  wh i l e ,  I

would go to  a dance,  and just  s tay there,  loaf  around.  I  was normal ' ly  home before

1  2 :  00 .

The  nex t  a rea  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ta l k  abou t  i s  emp loymen t .  You ' re  a  GS 12  he re

at  tdh i te  Sands Misdr le  Range.  You have severa l  job t ' i t les  and you ' re pret ty

we l l  "up  the re . l '  How d id  you  ge t  he re ,  Sdy  f rom you r  f i r s t  j ob  to  GS 12?
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AP:  Le t ' s  s ta r t  f rom my f i rs t  iob .  I  was  s t f l l  i n  Cent ra l  (7 th  and Bth  grades

there)  and I  had a  paper  rou te ,  and I  do  remember  tha t  I  fe l t  d isc r im ina t ' ion .

Al l  the good routes normal ly went to Ang' lo boys. l^ le didn' t  get  a chance at

them.  My rou te  was Old  Mes j l la  Park .  I  had to  wa lk  and I  had a  he l l  o f  a

t ime co l lec t ing .  I t  was  a  bad rou te .  I  never  d id  g le t  a  chance to  ge t  a

rou te  in  town a t  a l l .  I  s tayed on  a  coup le  o f  years .  Back  then,  the  paper

was ca l led  the  Las  Cruces  Sun and no t  the  Sun News.  A f te r  tha t ,  dur ing  the

summers when I  was go' ing to high school ,  I  used to work at  New Mexico State

Un ivers i ty  a t  g rounds keep ing  and main tenance- -cu t t ing  grass .  I  was  g iven jus t

med ' ioc re  jobs .  A  lo t  o f  the  pro fessors '  k ids  used to  work  there ,  he lp ing  the

pa in te rs ,  the  carpenters ,  someth ing ' l i ke  tha t .  l lmost  o f  us  k ids  were  cu t t ing

grass  o r  p ick ing  up  garbage . /

A l l  the  t ime I  went  to  h igh  schoo l ,  I  used to  p lay  a  lo t  o f  poo l .  I  used

to go to the pool  hal l  every af ternoon. I  used to pract ice at  least  two hours

a day. About a week af ter  I  got  out of  h igh school  (May,1944) I  remember

gett ing in a pool  game with a guy and I  won $300.00. I  used that money to

go to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  to ld  my mom and dad I  was  go ing  to  Ca l i fo rn ja .

You might  back t rack  here .  You are  probab ly  wonder ing  why I  d idn ' t  go  to

the  war .  Le t  me c la r " i f y  tha t .  I  was  18  when I  was  in  h igh  schoo l  and a

sen ior  (February ,1944\ .  They  to ld  us  tha t  be fore  I  cou ld  go  to  co l lege,

I  had to  pass  a  tes t .  I  passed the  tes t  as  a  sen io r .  I  was  taken to  Da l las

to  take  a  phys ica l .  I  fa i led  my phys ica l - - th is  was in  the  A i r  Force- - I  was

go ing  to  be ,  hopefu l l y ,  a  Nav iga tor  on  an  a ' i rp lane.  But  I  fa i led  my phys ica l .

blhen I got out of h'igh school I had already been drafted, between February

and May, so i  went to Ft .  Bl iss for  a phys' ica1 to be draf ted jnto the Army.

I  fa ' i l ed  tha t  a lso .  The funny  th ing  is  I  was  never  to ld  why and I  d jdn ' t

have sense enough to f ind out why. I  was happy I  was going to go to col lege

to be what I  wanted to be. I  d jdn' t  want to serve. I t  was my mother praying
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too  much so  I  d idn ' t  pass  the  phys ica l .  I  go t  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l  and go t

the $300 I  had won. My dad took me to El  Paso and I  took the t ra in to San Diego.

When I  got  to San Diego, I  went to the employment of f ice.  They sent me to

China Lake because they sajd that  that  was the p ' lace where they were hir ing.

In those days in Cal i fornia,  they were hir ing everybody and anybody. So I

took  the  bus  to  Ch ina  Lake.  I  had to  jo in  the  teamsters  un ion .  I  on ly  had

about $30.00 lef t  when I  got  there.  Everyth ' ing vras pret ty expensive.  You

know, I  worked for the Navy here at  White Sands. There they had a job and

they  h i red  me.  F i rs t  they  t r ied  me as  a  r igger ,  bu t  i  d idn ' t  make i t .  I  was

put in the motor pool  as a checker.  From there on I  went into dispatcher,

and I  was  made ch ie f  d ispa tcher .  One th jng  tha t  he lped me get  ahead was tha t

the super intendent we had there,  Patton Murray,  never spent any t ime there,

bu t  we had to  fo l low Navy  regu la t ions  on  the  veh ic le  o rdered.  So I  s ta r ted

read ing  the  Navy  book  and I  wou ld  f i l l  ou t  a l l  the  fo rms,  so  the  cont rac tor

never had any trouble in gett ing his money.

When I  came back to Las Cruces, I  went to work at  Hi ldebrand Lumber

Company.  I  was  in  charge o f  the  yard  ou ts ide ,  sa les .  I  used to  work  l i ke

hel l  there.  I  loaded cement and that sort  of  stuf f .  I  was working there

when  I  go t  mar r i ed .  /The  peop le  a t  H i l deb rand /  l i ked  me  because  I  used  to  se l l

abou t  $ . | , 500 .00  a  day ,  and  tha t  was  i n  
. l 946 .  

They  were  bu i l d ' i ng  l i ke  mad  in

Las Cruces.  A man there,  Mr.  Saunders,  wanted to  open another  lumber yard in

Canu t i l l o  and  he  wan ted  me  to  run  i t  f o r  h im .  Bu t  i t  neve r  ma te r ia l ' i zed .

In  the  mean t ime ,  I  hea rd  abou t  a  j ob  as  a  d i spa tche r  a t  Wh i te  Sands .

I  had  been  a  d i spa tche r  i n  t he  Navy  i n  Ca l i f o rn ia ,  so  I  came ou t  and  f j l l ed

out  a  form.  There was one opening in  the Arr ry  and one in  the Navy.  S ince I

knew Navy forms,  i  to ld  them that  I  wanted the Navy job.  I t  was real  easy

to  ge t  i n to  [ , l h ' i t e  Sands - -o f  cou rse ,  t h i s  was  i n  1948 .  A l l  you  had  to  do  was
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f i l l  ou t  a  f o rm .  You  d i dn ' t  have  t o  go  and  ge t  C i v i t  Se rv i ce  S ta tus  l f ke  you

do  now.  We l l ,  t hey  were  rea l l y  hu r t i ng  fo r  peop le .  I  go t  i n te rv iewed  by

a  fe l l ow  by  the  name o f  Connors .  Le  me  te l l  you  wha t  he  asked  me  in  the  i n te r -

v iew .  He  asked  me  jus t  one  ques t i on .  He  sa id ,  " I  see  i n  you r  f o rm tha t  you ' ve

been  a  d i spa tche r  and  you  know a l l  abou t  Navy  i ns t ruc t i ons .  I  j us t  have  one

ques t i on - -Wha t  i s  you r  amb i t j on  i f  you  ge t  t h i s  j ob?"  I  answered ,  " I  wan t

you r  j ob  be fo re  I  l eave  he re . "  He  sa id ,  "You ' re  h j red . "  So  he  took  me  ove r

to  the  d i spa tche r ' s  o f f i ce - -he  had  a  guy  ove r  t he re  and  he  to ld  h im ,  "Th i s

guy  knows  a l l  abou t  i t .  He ' s  go ing  t o  r un  i t . "  He  d i dn ' t  t e l l  me  wha t  t o  do .

He  jus t  l e f t  me  the re .  I  s ta r ted  aga in  s tudy ing  Navy  manua ls  because  th j s

guy  wasn ' t  ve ry  b r i gh t .  I ' d  t r y  t o  te l l  h im  how to  run  the  p lace  and  I  he lped

h im.  He  rea l l y  rea l i zed  I  was  rea l l y  t r y i ng  to  he lp  h im .  He  wou ld  come ove r

to  the  o f f i ce  a t  t he  mo to r  poo l  and  I  wou ld  te l l  h im  tha t  t he  book  sa id  th i s

o r  t ha t  and  how he  shou ld  ge t  new veh ic les .  He  rea l l y  l i ked  me .  He  le t  me

do  a  l o t  o f  h i s  paper  work .  Then  he  go t  i n to  a  mess  w i th  some o the r  peop le .

He  was  a  pusher ,  he  was  neve r  a  l eade r .  They  go t  r i d  o f  h jm  and  I  go t  appo in ted

to  h i s  j ob .  Abou t  l 3  mon ths  a f te r  I  go t  appo in ted ,  I  qo t  h i s  i ob .  I  r emember

the  l as t  day  he  was  he re ,  he  sa id ,  "By  go l l y ,  you  d i d  ge t  my  j ob ,  d i dn ' t  you? "

From there on,  I  just  s tud ied how you d id every book that  concerned t ranspor ta-

t i on .  I  s ta r ted  teach ' i ng  T ra f f i c  Sa fe ty  because  nobody  e l se  d ' i d .  We  d id

have  a  sa fe ty  man  bu t  he  d idn ' t  do  any th ' i ng .  He  a lways  sa t  w i th  h i s  f ee t  on

h is  desk .  So  I  s ta r ted  do ing  a  l o t  o f  t h ings ;  I  s ta r ted  vo lun tee r ing  a l l

t he  t ime .  I f  t he  pub l i c  works  o f f i ce r  o r  anyone  wan ted  any th ing ,  I  vo lun tee red .

And  I 'm  s t i l l  vo l un tee r i ng  t i l 1  t h i s  day .  F i na l l y  I  go t  t o  be  made  a  l eade r -

man and quar terman.  I  went  through a lo t  o f  s teps-- l  got  changed to a Genera l

Foreman.  I 've got ten seven outstandjng per formance rat ' ings f rom seven d j f fenent

o f f i ce rs .  I ' ve  worked  fo r  abou t  l 7  pub l i c  works  o f f i ce rs  and  now I 'm  work ing
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fo r  the  Second Capta in .  I ' ve  been nominated  fo r :  the  ou ts tand ing  c iv i l ian

serv ice  award  o f  the  Navy .  0 f  course ,  there  are  on ly  ten  peop le  in  the

whole government who are selected. The f i rst  t ime I  was nominated I  was

selected as one of  two representat ives 0f  the Naval  Sea Systems command which

has about 
. | , ' |00,000 

employees. I  was one of  two that was selected to be

nominated for the award by the Department of  the Navy. Nei ther one of  us

got  the  award .  The second t jme I  was  nomjnated ,  I  was  nominated  as  the  so le

representat ive of  the Naval  Sea Systems. I  had a lot  of  th is happen. You

sa id ,  "How d id  you ge t  up  there?"  For  ins tance,  le t  me te l l  you  th is .  When

we had a command inspect ion here,  i t  was recommended that I  be made a quarter-

man. There were three leadermen--two Anglos and mysel f .  But they wouldn' t

make me a quarterman unless they made them quartermen. They couldn' t  have me

be a quarterman without them being, so a '11 three of  us got to be quartermen.

Natura l l y ,  th is  e thn ic  background,  I  fee l  tha t  I  have p layed i t  by  s igh t .  I

knew that out of  three quartermen (we had f i f ty per cent Mexican Americans

on the work force) there had to be one Mexican American. So I  never worr ied

about  ge t t ing ' i t .  I  knew I  wou ld  ge t  i t .  To  s ta r t  w i th ,  I  beat  everybody

on the i r  tes t .  I  made a  97  wh i le  the  c loses t  score  was a  79 .  I  s tud ied  fo r

i t .  I  found out the Civ i l  Service does have some books for the exam and the

other  guys  d idn ' t  know i t .  They  were  s tudy ing  jus t  any  o ld  th ing ,  bu t  I  was

s tudy ing  ac tua l  C iv i l  Serv ice  tes ts .  I  was  look ing  in  books  to  see i f  I  cou ld

get ' informat ion.  When the OSHA Act was passed in 
. |970, 

again we had a command-

ing  inspec t ion .  By  th is  t jme  the  sa fe ty  o f f i ce r  ( the  c i v i l i an  k ind )  had  le f t

in  1964,  and i  vo lun teered fo r  the  job .  As  long as  I  was  do ing  be t te r  than

ha l f  the  work ,  I  thought  I  m igh t  as  we l l  have the  job .  But  I  s t i l l  d idn ' t

want  to  leave t ranspor ta t ion .  So I  go t  the  job .  There  were  no  ass is tan ts ,

no  leaders .  I 'm no t  l y ing  to  you.  We had a  man in  the  mach ine  shop.  and he
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had  less  peop le  than  I  had  (he  was  a  Genera l  Fo reman  and  so  was  I . )  He  had

th ree  fo remen  under  h im  and  I  d idn ' t  have  a  s ing le  one .  Bu t  I  knew I  wou ld

ge t - - - i us t  s i t  t i gh t  and  no t  despa i r .  And  I  d id  ge t  i t .  I  ended  up  w i th  two

foremen under  me.  Then i t  was easy.  Then I  coulddo the safety  job.  Then again

we  had  ano the r  GAO aud j t  t ha t  sa ' i d  we  shou ld  conso l i da te  more  w i th  the  A rmy .

So  I  was  see ing  the  end  o f  T ranspor ta t i on  as  we  had  i t , and  the  shop .  They

also recommended that  the Genera l  Foreman and the Safety  Of f icer  jobs be

separa ted - -be  he ld  by  two  men  ins tead  o f  one ,  j ns tead  o f  conso l i da ted  l i ke

I  had  i t .  So ,  aga in ,  I  f ee l  I  used  my  e thn i c  backg round  on  th i s .  The re

were  abou t  e leven  o f  us  tha t  app l i ed  fo r  t h j s  Sa fe ty  0 f f i ce r  j ob .  When  I

app l i ed  fo r  i t ,  I  knew the  Cap ta in  ( t h i s  i s  a  s ta f f  pos i t i on )  and  the  Cap ta in

d idn ' t  have  any  Mex ican  Amer i cans  on  h i s  s ta f f .  So  I  was  su re  I  was  go ing  to

be se lec ted .  In  fac t ,  I  d idn ' t  even pu t  every th ing  down on my app l ica t ' ion .

He had to have a Mexican American on hjs staf f  to make him look good and I  was

the  on ly  one app ly ing  fo r  the  job .  I 'm sure  he  wou ldn ' t  have se lec ted  me

un less  he  knew I  cou ld  do  the  job  we l l ,  don ' t  ge t  me wrong.  I  cou ld  do  the

job ,  I  was  e l ig ib le ,  and I  was  Mex ican Amer ican.  And tha t ' s  what  happened and

here  I  am.  A  year  o r  two la te r ,  we wro te  my job  descr ip t ion .  I  knew i t  wou ld

be l2  because i t  was  what  we ca l l  "Journeyman leve l . "  So ,  I  had no  prob lem

get t ' ing  there .  i  had  a  I ' i t t le  p rob lem wi th  the  CPO say ing  i f  you  ge t  a  p ro-

mot ion  you have to  adver t j se  i t ,  and  he  re fused to  have i t  adver t i sed .  I

sent to the Captajn and talked to him, and they wrote and they found out they

d idn ' t  even need a  wa iver .  I  was  a l ready  in  the  job- - the  job  be longed to  me,

i t  cou ldn ' t  be  adver t i sed  fo r  somebody e lse .  But  aga in  the  CPO was t ry ing  to

adver t i se  my job .  I t  makes  you fee l  funny- - i s  i t  rea l l y  d isc r im ina t jon  or

j s  he  t ry ing  to  do  h is  job?  I  don ' t  know.  You  can ' t  p in  j t  down.  D isc r jm ina-

t ion  i s  rea l . . . I  th ink  tha t  a  c lass  ac t ion  su i t  i s  the  on ly  way  to  p inpo in t  i t .
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I 'm  a  Sa fe ty  O f f i ce r ,  F i re  Marsha l l ,  EEO Counse lo r ,  and  I  t ake  ca re  o f  a l l

occupa t iona l  haza rd  examina t i ons ,  compensa t ion  su i t s  o r  cases .  I  have  more

o r  l ess  l 9  d i f f e ren t  j obs .

JP :  You  sa id  "EE0  0 f f i ce r . "  Cou ld  you  t e l l  me  a  l j t t l e  b j t  mo re  abou t  t h j s  pa r t i cu l a r

j ob  you  have?

AP:  I  p robab ' l y  used  the  wrong  word .  I 'm  ac tua ' l l y  an  EEO Counse lo r .  Our  work  fo rce

i s  made  up  o f  f o r t y  pe r  cen t  Mex ican  Amer i cans .  I n  t h i s  j ob ,  wha t  I  do  i s  t ha t

i f  anybody  has  a  comp la in t ,  t hey  b r i ng  i t  t o  me  and  I  t r y  t o  f i nd  ou t  wha t ' s

going on.  The major  one that  I  was never  able to  s top f rom the in formal  s tates--

a  man  f rom the  app l i ed  fo r  a  i ob  he re  and  though t  he  was  be ing  d i sc r im i -

na ted  aga ins t .  I  made  a  comp le te  i nves t i ga t i on - - I  l ooked  to  see  who  was  on  the

Board ,  how they  were  ranked ,  t o  see ' i f  eve ry th ing  was  p rope r l y  documen ted .  I

d id  f i nd  ou t  t ha t ' i n  t he  pa r t i cu la r  case  the re  was  no th ' i ng  documen ted .  I t  d idn ' t

go too far  because the man d id get  another  job.

They  check  i n  and  t hey  check  ou t .  The re ' i sn ' t  a  s i ng le  one  I  don ' t  know .  I n

the c iv i l ian sector  I  know everybody--whenever  they have a problem they come to

me and  we  ta l k .  I n  o the r  words ,  I  hand le  mos t  o f  i t  as  an  i n fo rma l  con f l i c t .  We

go  ta l k  t o  the  superv i so r .  I ' l l  g i ve  you  a  good  examp le .  ! . | e  have  a  superv i so r

he re  who  ca l l ed  h i s  Span ish  speak ing  /worke rv  "Mex icans . "  "Come on ,  Mex ' i can ,

do  th i s  o r  do  tha t . "  I  don ' t  t h ink  he  rea l l y  mean t  i t  because  he  had  one  Po l i sh

guy  tha t  he  ca l l ed  "Po lack . "  Anyway ,  one  guy  d idn ' t  l ' i ke  tha t - - t ha t  he  ca l l ed

h im Mex ican ,  so  he  came to  me .  He  sa id  he  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  make  a  fo rma l  comp la in t

o r  any th ing .  I n  f ac t ,  he  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  be  i den t j f j ed .  He  wan ted  to  know i f  I

wou ld  do  someth ing  abou t  i t .  So  I  wen t  t o  ta l k  w i th  the  / supe rv i so r /and  to ld  h ' im

tha t  one  guy  d j dn ' t  l j ke  i t .  I  sa i d ,  " I f  one  guy  doesn ' t  l i ke  i t ,  vou  can ' t  do

i t  to  the rest  o f  them."  0f  course,  he wanted to  know who the guy was but  I

wou ldn ' t  t e l l  h im- -he  wan ted  to  rema in  anonymous .  | , | e  had  a  good  d i scuss ion .  He

' t0

I  know everybody, even the sai lors.  Everybody comes through my of f ice.
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got  a  l i t t l e  mad.  Bu t  he  s topped  i t ;  he  d idn ' t  ca l l  them Mex icans  any  more .

He d idn ' t  ca l l  the  7 |no t ish  manZ "Po lack"  any  more- -he  s topped the  who le  th ing .

He doesn ' t  seem to  be  very  happy s ince  then.  He s t i l l  has  a  ch ip  on  h is  shou lder .

He c la ims he  doesn ' t  mean ' i t - -he  wasn ' t  say ing  i t  as  a  der rogatory  s ta tement  o r

any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  peop le  don ' t  l i ke  i t ;  they  won ' t  s tand  fo r  i t .  They  com-

p la in  to  me.  There  are  p len ty  o f  s ' i tua t ' ions  tha t  you  can ac tua l l y  ca l l  d isc r im ina-

t ion.  But the way jobs are--people around here are not going to say anything;

they ' re  go ing  to  keep qu ie t  un less  i t ' s  some guy  who has  a  lo t  o f  s ta tus- -he 's

a l ready  go t i t  made or  he 's  go ing  to  re t i re .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the  man who

told me about th is Mexican thing was a man who /was go' ing to ret i reT. Thjs

happened about  th ree  or  four  months  ago.  That ' s  the  on ly  t ime they  say  any th ing ;

o therw ise ,  they  jus t  take  i t .  Why,  I  don ' t  know because we have a  very  l ibera l

mi nded Capta' in-*Captai  n Peterson.

Th is  i s  the  f i rs t  t jme we have ever  pu t  on  a  "span ish  Her i tage Week"  in

the  Navy  i t se l f - -we a lways  go  a long w i th  the  Army.  But  now we ' re  pu t t ing ' i t  on

on our  own.  And we ' re  look ing  fo rward  to  pu t t ing  one on  fo r  b lack  peop le ,  too .

In fact ,  I 'm go' ing to t ry to get Mayor Johnson of  Las Cruces to come and tal  k

to us.  By the way, do you know that out of  a l l  the Navy at  White Sands we do not

have  one  s ing le  b lack  in  the  c i v i l i an  fo rce?  We on ly  have  two  sa i lo rs  tha t  a re

b lack  ou t  o f  a l l  the  wh i tes .  So i t  wou ld  be  in te res t ing  fo r  Mayor  Johnson to  ge t

up  and  ta lk  to  an  a l l  wh i te  aud ience .  We l l ,  we ' l l  see  what  happens .

The nex t  th ing  I  want  to  ta lk  to  you about  i s  the  h ' i s to r ica l  events  in  your  l i fe .

Once you to ld  me someth ing  about  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion .  What  was a l l  tha t?

Actua ' |1y ,  how j t  a f fec ts  me- - I  remember  my mother  ta lk ing  about ' i t ,  the  fac t  tha t

my grandfa ther  had a  fa rm there  a t  Guada lupe V ic to r ia .  ( I t ' s  r igh t  ou ts ide  o f

Mioqu in  Ch ihuahua. )  The s to ry  goes ,  one day  V j l la ' s  t roops  came by  and took

a l l  the i r  ca t t le  and a l l  the i r  horses  except  two he  had ou t  p ]ow ' ing .  Th is  happened

ear ly  in  the  morn ing  a t  about  e igh t  o r  n ' ine .  A f te r  he  saw th is ,  he  went  to  the
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house,  pu t  the  two horses  on  the  wagon and p ' i cked up  h is  fami ly  and le f t ;  he

le f t  Mex ico .  That ' s  why  I 'm here ;  I  guess  you cou ld  say  tha t .

But,  you know, my grandfather was pret ty smart .  He had four of  h is k ids and

he a lso  brought  s ix  o f  h is  nephews.  When he c rossed the  br idge (because I ' ve

gone to  the  br idge and I ' ve  seen the  book  they  have because my mother 's  name is

in  there)  and he  passed them a l l ,  wro te  them a l l  down there  as  be ing  h is  sons .

They  were  a l l  Ont iveros  l i ke  he  was,  and they ' re  a l l  in  the  Sta tes- - the i r  fami l ies

and everybody is here legal ly.  i  thought that  was pret ty smart ,  to br ing some

other  peop le  w i th  h im.  That ' s  about  a l l  I  can  remember  about  tha t .

Why did he come to the United States?

My unders tand ing  is  tha t  i t  was  pre t ty  p lush  up  here ;  you  cou ld  ge t  work .  The

Anglos were taking away the farms and they were hjr ing people r ight  and lef t

to  ge t  in  the  c rops .  So jus t  to  ge t  a  iob ,  to  make a  l i v ing- -no t  a  rea l  h igh

l ' i v ing ,  bu t  a t  leas t  you  cou ld  l i ve .  Down there  he  was bus t ing  h is  back  and he

could barely make i t .

JP: Do you remember any other t ime or event in your l i fe? Did the Depression ever

have any ef fect  on you or your fami ly?

AP:  We l i ved ' in  a  one  room house .  We d idn ' t  even  have  a  ce i l i nq .  We had  a  d i r t

f loor. I remember my father worked at l . le d' id have meat once on

Saturdays. | . le general ly had hamburger patt ies.  The rest  of  the week al l  we

ate was beans and potatoes. I  a lso remember that  they used to give us food.

I  remember go' ing to a place on North Mesqui te Street.  I  used to take a gunny sack

and they  wou ld  g ive  us  a  can o f  meat ,  someth ' ing  l i ke  corn  beef ,  margar ine .  0nce

in  a  wh i le  we 'd  ge t  Je l lo .  t . le  on ly  had Je l lo  dur ing  the  w in te r .  l . le  made i t

and pu t  i t  ou ts ' ide  fo r  i t  to  ge l  .  We never  had ge ' la t in  in  the  summer  because

we d idn ' t  have a  re f r jgera tor  That ' s  about  a l l  I  can  remember .  I  remember

I  used to come home and mother and father would both be picking cotton. I  would

chop wood and wait  outs ide unt j l  they got home, probably af ter  dark.  l^ le had
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one room. They wanted me to come in there and make a f i re.

JP: Do you th ' ink your father was worr ied about being deported, being sent back to

M6x' ico ?

No, he was a c i t izen, remember?

How about grandmother?

In  those days ,  po l i t i cs  were  a  l i t t le  b i t  d i r ty .  My mother  vo tes  and she is  no t

a  c i t i zen .  What  happened was tha t  when I  was  born ,  the  midwj fe  made a  mis take

fon ry bir th cert j f icateT. She put down that i t  was my mother that  was born

in Las Cruces and i t  was my father that  was born in M6xico.  So when they went

to  reg is te r ,  my fa ther  had h is  b i r th  cer t i f i ca te  say ing  tha t  he  was born  in

the United States.  So he was registered to vote.  I  guess they were t ry ing to

get votes,  because they took my mother down there and showed m.y.  b i r th cert i f icate

where i t  said that  she was born here and she votes now. They never quest ioned

. : +
I  L .

So she 's  a  c i t i zen?

No,  she 's  no t  a  c j t i zen ,  bu t  she  has  a  vo t ing  s l i p  and  she 's  reg is te red  to  vo te .

I  know you were (or are) involved in LULAC. Can you tel ' l  me anything about

LULACs--who they are,  what they do? Why "Lat in American" c i t izens? | . lhy not

"Mex ican Amer ican"  c i t i zens  is  one o f  my ques t ions .

I  jo ined LULAC in  
. |964 

and I 'm s t i l l  a  member  o f  j t .  I  have he ld  a l l  the

o f f i ces  tha t  they  have- - f rom de legate  to  p res ident ,  back  and fo r th .  I 'm w ' i th

you .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  have  i t  ca l led  Mex ican  Amer ican  in  l j eu  o f  La t in  Amer ican ,

but th is has not been so because al though our part  of  the country is predom' inant ly

Mex ican Amer ican,  you  have to  rea l i ze  tha t  o ther  par ts ,  l ' i ke  New York  C i ty ,  have

a lo t  o f  Puer to  R icans .  There  are  a  lo t  o f  La t in  Amer ican c i t i zens  tha t  be long

to  th js  o rgan iza t ion ,  so  na t ' ionwide ' i t  wou ld  no t  be  kosher  to  ca l l  ' i t  the  Mex ican

Amer ican League,  so  tha t ' s  why  i t  s tayed La t in  Amer ican.

l3
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JP:  What  do they do?

Ap :  I t  was  o r i g ina l l y  o r i g ' i na ted  i n  
. l 929  

fo r  t he  pu rpose  o f  educa t i on ,  t o  p rov ide

funds for the Mexican American chi ld to go on to a higher form of educat ' ion.  To

th is  day  they  are  s t i l l  g iv ' ing  scho larsh ips  r igh t  and le f t .  In  my persona l

op in ion ,  I  th ink  they  shou ld  be  more  invo lved in  communi ty  a f fa i rs  and c iv i l

l i gh ts .  They  shou ld  use  a l l  tha t  money to  h ' i re  lawyers  to  f igh t  d ' i sc r im ina t ion

cases  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  Tha t ' s  my  op in ion .

In Las Cruces, most of  the members are old members l ike mysel f  and they

jus t  don ' t  th ink  the  way I  do .  I  th ink  the  government  has  opened up  scho larsh ips

and i  don ' t  th ink  tha t  p r iva te  o rgan ' i za t ions  shou ld  need to  g ive  ou t  scho la rsh ips

any more-- there are so many foundat ions and government grants and al l  th is stuf f .

I  th ink  LULAC shou ld  ge t  ou t  o f  tha t  bus ' iness- -use  tha t  money fo r  someth ing

e lse  tha t ' s  d i rec t l y ' invo lved.  To  da te  I  haven ' t  been ab le  to  ge t  the  LULAC

conference in Las Cruces to do that.

What  o ther  o rgan iza t ion  do  you be long to?

I ' ve  been  invo lved ' in  the  SER Program qu i te  a  b i t .  In  fac t ,  I  f i r s t  i ncorpora ted

SER in  Las  Cruces .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  pa id  fo r  the  copora t ion  papers  ou t

of  my own pocket and I  paid the dues for two or three years before i t  real ly came

to  Las  Cruces .  You 've  probab ' l y  been read ing  in  the  paper  about  the  prob lems

wi th  th is  th ing  now.  i  go t  ou t  o f  SER las t  Ju ly ;  I  res igned because o f  persona l

problems at  home. SER i tsel f - -you might be fami l iar  wi th what they do. They take

the  under  p r iv i ' l eged and show them how to  f i l l  ou t  app ' l i ca t ions  and show them

Engl ish  as  a  Second Language s tu f f .  They  show k ids  how to  work .  For ins tance,

they give grants and they hire a guy who knows how to work to try to teach the

young adu l ts  how to  work .  By  "how to  work"  I 'm no t  say ing  tha t  the  young adu l t

doesn ' t  know.  I t ' s  tha t  the  young adu l t  a  lo t  o f  t imes has  the  tendency  to  hur ry

up and ge t  a  job  done.  A  good,  sk i l led  man can teach a  young adu l t  to  take  h is

pace and ge t  the  max ' imum work  ou t  o f  the  day  and do  a  be t te r  iob .  Th ings  l i ke

t4
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tha t - - f i l l  ou t  app l i ca t ions ,  how to  conduct  h imse l f  in  in te rv iews,  how to  tw is t

th ings  around.  For  ins tance,  i f  a  guy  jus t  pumps gas  in  a  serv ice  s ta t ion ,  he

doesn ' t  know i t ,  bu t  he 's  ac tua l l y  a  sa lesman.  I f  he 's  app ly ing  fo r  a  sa les  job ,

he  can  /pu t  i t  down/  because  he 's  se l l i ng  gas  and  he 's  se l l i ng  o ' i l  and  he 's

se l l ing  th ' i s  and tha t .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  know to  f i t  your  exper ience to  the

form.  That ' s  the  main  th ing  to  me.  They 've  done a  lo t  o f  good.  LULAC and GI

Forum sponsor them.

I 'm a lso  ch ie f  de legate  fo r  the  communi ty  deve ' lopment  p rogram,  wh ich  is

revenue shar ing  cornmuni ty  invo lvement .  Espec ia l ' l y  i 'm in  the Sc hool

D is t r i c t .  The year  be fore  las t  ( in  fac t  i t ' s  s t i l l  qo ing  on)  we were  ab le

to get about $. |52,000 worth of  pavement.  What you do on that,  you get people

together ,  schoo ls ,  t l ren  lou  €1ec t  de legates ,  f rom wh ich  I  was  e lec ted  the  ch ie f

de legate .  Then you ge t  your  p r io r i t ies .  You ge t  a l l  the  schoo l  d is t r i c ts  to -

ge ther  and then you t ry  to  ge t  your  p r io r i t ies ' in ,  wh ich  are  then recommended

to  the  C i ty  Counc i l ,  then  the  C j ty  Counc i l  makes  a  de terminat ion .  We 've  been

very  success fu l  on  tha t .  In  our  a rea ,  _ ,  we go t  th ree  b ike  s idewalks ,

pav ' ing  tha t  d idn ' t  cos t  the  peop le  a  penny.  I t  took  a  lo t  o f  do ing  because the

f i r s t  year  i t  wasn ' t part ' ic ' ipat ing in th is program. Some guy by the name

o f  Leo  ta l ked  to  a l l  t he  peop le  and  go t  t hem a l1  i nvo l ved - - tha t  t hey  were  go ing

to have to  pay la ter .  But  when I  got  in ,  the fact  was that  I  had been PTA

Pres iden t  seve ra l  yea rs  back  and  I  had  been  a l l  ' i nvo l ved  i n  PTA a t  t he  schoo l ,

and  I  t h ink  the  peop le  l j s tened  to  me ,  and  we  d id  ge t  t he  p rog ram ac ross  to  the

peop le ,  and  they  now have  some pavemen t .  I t ' s  s t i l l  go ' i ng  on .  I n  f ac t ,  a  man

jus t  ca l l ed  me  th i s  morn ing  abou t  s ta r t i ng  mee t ings  nex t  yea r  i n  January  to  see

wha t  e l se  we  can  ge t  t h rough  to  he lp  the  schoo l  d i s t r j c t .  Those  were  abou t  t he

ma in  t h i ngs  t ha t  I  go t  j nvo l ved  i n .

I f  you  wan t  t o  ta ' l k  po l i t ' i c s ,  i n  my  l i f e  I  have  been  app roached  seve ra l  t imes

to  run  fo r  t he  Schoo l  Board ,  C i t y  Commjss ione r .  I  don ' t  t h ink  I  have  the  fo rma l
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educa t ion .  I  rea ' l1y  don ' t  know enough  abou t  i t .  I  th ink  i f  I  go  in  the re  i t ' s

go ing  to  take  me a  year  to  f ind  ou t  rea ] lJ  what 's  go ing  on ,  and by  tha t  t ime you

won' t  have a chance to get anything done and probably you would never get re-

e lec ted .  Any  way ,  I 'm  no t  in te res ted  in  po l i t i cs  a t  a l l .

Why do  you th ink  tha t  Mex jcan Amer icans  have had such l i t t le  representa t ion  in

po f  i t i cs?

The main  th ing  is  tha t  the  Mex ican Amer ican is  no t  a  un i ted  peop le .  They ' re  no t

l ike the blacks who get uni ted together.  The Mex' ican Americans have too many

organ iza t ions  and, they  rea l l y  don ' t  ge t  together .  Why,  I  don ' t  know.  I

th ink  the  fac t  i s  the  Mex ' i can  Amer ican comes f rom a  lo t  o f  d ' i f fe ren t  leve ls  o f

l ' i fe .  In  Mex ico ,  fo r  jns tance,  you have r i ch ,  poor  and very  few med ium sa la r ied

peop le .  That ' s  one o f  the  reasons .  I  th ink  they  come f rom very  d i f fe ren t

count r ies .  I  th ink  we ' re  an  env ious  peop le .  [ . le  ha te  to  see our  own get  up  there .

Why ,  I  don ' t  know.  I  don ' t .  I  l i ke  to  see  peop le  ge t  ahead ,  espec ia l l y  our

peop le .  The majn  th ing  is  tha t  we have no t  had the  r igh t  oppor tun i ty  in  educat ' ion .

hle need to educate.  The parents need to get jnvolved with the teachers.  This

is  the  main  th ing- - to  have the  ch i ld  go  to  schoo l .  The main  th ing  is ,  they ' re

not  learn ing  the  bas ics .  There fore ,  when they ' re  ge t t ing  up  jn to  h igher  educat ion ,

they  can ' t  make i t .  There 's  no  way they  can make i t .  The f i rs t  th ing  they  say

is ,  " I t ' s  too  hard  fo r  me.  I  can ' t  make  i t  th rough  co l lege . "  I t  rea1 ly  i s  the

fac t  tha t  they ' re  no t  p repared.  That ' s  why  they  th ink  they ' re  no t  co l lege mater ia l .

I  jus t  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t .  They  say  tha t  they  d idn ' t  ge t  the  bas ics  when they

should have. And our school  systems are passing them whether they make i t  or

no t .  They ' re  pass ' ing  them-- they  want  to  ge t  them out .  That ' s  my persona l  op in ion ;

maybe  i t  i sn ' t  t rue .

I  guess throughout your l ' i  fe here you have

what may be cal led the "Ch' icano Movement."

t ime you heard the word Chicano?

seen the Mexican Amer ican r ise to

Can you te l l  me when was the f i rs t

JP :

AP:
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AP:
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I real ly don' t  remember exact ly when, but I  remember when I  heard i t  f i rst  i

d idn ' t  th ink  I  l i ked  i t .  I  s tud ied  i t  i n  my  mind .  Now I  th ink  j t ' i s  a  ve ry

approp r ia te  te rm.  I  l ove  i t .  A l t hough ,  r i gh t  now in  LULAC ha l f  o f  t he  guys  don ' t

wan t  i t  and  ha l f  o f  t he  guys  don ' t  ca re  one  way  o r  t he  o the r .  I 'm  s t r i c t l y  f o r

i t  because  I  t h i nk  i t  i den t j f j e s  us  a  l i t t l e  b ' i t  be t t e r .  Some  peop le  say  i t

comes f rom the word "coch ' ino"  which means "p ig. "  That 's  where the word came f rom.

I  l ove  the  te rm.  I  l i ke  to  use  j t ,  a l t hough  jus t  l as t  Sep tember  I  t r j ed  to  use

i t  i n  t he  Navy  p lan  o f  t he  day  bu l l e t i n  a t  l ^ l h i t e  Sands  M iss ' i l e  Range .  Bu t  t he

Cap ta in  wou ld  no t  l e t  me  use  i t  because  i t  i s  no t  i n  t he  d i c t ' i ona ry - -a t  l eas t

and the  word  i s  no t  l i s ted  in  the  book .  So  we d idn ' t  use  i t .  We used  H jspan ic .

Tha t  i s  abou t  a l l  I  can  te l l  you  abou t  i t .

What does the word realiy mean to ygg?

he 's  go t  the  Rock ford  Book o f  Words  wh ich  is  the  la tes t  Eng l ish  language l :A ic t jonarv7

JP :

AP : "Ch icanor "  to  me,  means tha t  the  Mex ican Amer ican is  d ' i f fe ren t

American. In other words,  I  would cal l  a Chicano the Mexican

separa te  h im f rom the  Puer to  R ican La t in  Amer ican or  the  South

Amer ican.  To  me "Ch icano"  means your  Mex ican Amer ican- - tha t ' s

from the Lat in

American to

Amer ican La t in

what  i t  means

to me.

What  i s  your  op in ion  o f  the  Ch icano movement  where  the  peop le  a re  un i t ing?

Do you th ink  th is  i s  rea l l y  good?

I  th ink  i t ' i s  good ,  bu t  I  th ink  we  have  a ' long  ways  to  go .  We have  a  who le

gener"at ion to go before we can see the Mex' ican American or the Chicano gett ing

un i ted .  The on ly  way we ' re  go ing  to  do  i t  i s  to  ge t  the  peop ' le  educated .  They 've

got  to  go  to  co l lege;  they 've  go t  to  go  to  the  un ivers i ty .  They 've  go t  to  learn

t o  t h ink  fo r  t hemse lves ,  and  once  we  ge t  t ha t  done . I t  i s  go ing  to  take  
. |00

yea rs .  I t  w i l l .  I ' l l  neve r  see  t he  Ch i cano  un i t ed .  You  m igh t ;  I  won ' t .  i

don '  t  th ' i  nk they wi  l  l  ,  never .
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JP:  What  i s  your  op in ion  on  a l l  these  i l l ega l  a l i ens?  For  example ,  wha t  a re  your

views on the Carter Amnesty Program?

AP:  I  have g iven th is  a  lo t  o f  thought .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  anybody has  a  c lear  cu t

answer ,  bu t  I  do  be l ieve  tha t  those peop le  tha t  have l i ved  here  and have s ta r ted

fami l ies  here ,  and the  fami l ies  may have go t ten  as  fa r  as  s ta r t ing  schoo l ,  and

have been paying taxes and can prove they have been pay' ing them, al though they

are  i l1ega1,  shou ' ld  be  a l lowed to  s tay  under  th is  amnesty  p rogram o f  Car te r ' s .

I 'm under  the  op in ' ion , ,  though,  tha t  everybody e lse  is  no t . . . shou ld  no t  be  gran ted

amnesty .  I  th ink  they  shou ld  be  depor ted .  My reason ing  is  tha t  i f  you  do  th is

for everybody, you're just  opening the doors for  more people to come and

r igh t  now you can ' t  s top  them.  You ' re  never  go ing  to  s top  them un less  you

s ta t ioned the  Army f rom Brownsv i l le  to  T i juana,  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  s top  tem.

The  Ku  K lux  K lan  i sn ' t  go ing  to  s top  them e i the r - - tha t ' s  my  op in jon .

The ones who have been here ten years should be al lowed to stay.  Anybody

under  tha t ,  no .  I  th ink ,  though,  tha t  they  shou ld  be  t rea ted  on  an  ind iv idua l

basis.  Somebody could have been here for  f ive years and should be al lowed to

stay.  Another guy may have been here eight years and should not be al lowed to

s tay .  I t  shou ld  be  on  an  ind iv idua l  bas is .  I f  they  have fo rmed a  home here  and

have been accepted  in to  the  ( l i ke  a  common law mar r iage) . . . i f  the i r  peers  have

accepted them into the society,  I  see no reason why they should be deported. But

the  ones  who are  jus t  here- -h ide-n-seek  peop le ,  I  th ink  they  shou ld  go  back .

The answer is,  of  course, that  someway or the other Mdxico has got to get money

1To employ these people/ .  I  was reading the paper iust  yesterday and i t  said

50% unemployr:rent in M6xico.  You can see why the people are coming-- inf l rat j .on:down

there  is  ou t  o f  th is  wor ld ;  the  deva lua t ion  o f  the  peso.  Jus t  th ink ,  I  have a

f r iend in  Guada la ja ra .  He took  a l l  h is  l i fe  to  save 65 ,000 pesos .  He had them

in a bank. So when they devaluated the peso, what does he have now? 30'000 maybe.

See what  I  mean? What  he  cou ld  have bought  w i th  65 ,000,  ins tead o f  buy ing  65 ,000

IB
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I t  rea l l y  hur t  h im- -a l l  h i s  l i f e ' s  sav ings .wor th ,  he  can on ly  buy  30 ,000 wor th .

Th is  wou ld  have hur t  peop le  l i ke  tha t .  I t  d idn ' t  hur t  the  o thers .  I  was  read ing

where  the  deva lua t ion  o f  the  peso ,  a l l  i t  d id . . .  I  be l ieve  i t  sa id  jus t  be fo re

the  deva lua t ion ,4  b i l l i on  pesos  were  taken  ou t o f  M6x ico - -4  b i l l i on  do l la rs

v lo r th  o f  pesos  were  taken ou t  o f  M6x ico .  That ' s  a  lo t  o f  money.  B i l l i ons  I 'm

ta lk ing  abou t - - I 'm  no t  ta l k ing  abou t  m i l l i ons .  So  tha t ' s  abou t  the  way  I  fee l

about  the  undocumented a l iens .

JP:  Do you th ink  they ' re  tak ing  Amer ican iobs?

AP:  No.  I  th ink  they  are  tak ing  some o f  them,  bu t  no t  the  major i t y .  They  do  most

o f  the  work  tha t  our  peop le  don ' t  want  to  do- - fa rm work  main ly ,  o r  d j r ty  work ,

o r  gardeners ;  agn icu l tu ra l  work  and jobs  o f  tha t  sor t .  Peop le  here  don ' t  want

to  do  tha t  work  because as  much as  /The i }1ega l  a l ien  ge ts  pa i { [  ,  they  cou ld

make on unemployment.  So why work i f  you can get unemp' loyment? They' l l  work.

They are taking some, but I  don' t  th ink they are hurt ing the economy as ntuch

as  they  say .  Now i f  more  keep com' ing . . .  I  th ink  the  f igure  fo r i l l ega l  a l iens

is  a round s ' i x  mi l l  ion  r igh t  now.  I f  tha t  f igure  ever  ge ts  up  in to  tw ' i ce  tha t

amount,  I  feel  they're bound to take more jobs away from us. But most of  them

are peop' le that  are not educated. So i f  we have an educated society,  then we

should not be worr ied about them taking any of  our jobs because we can compete

wi th  them in  any th ing- - jn  any th ing  we want  to ,  because we ' re  a  more  soph is t i ca ted

society.  So therefore,  they're rea} ly not a threat to any of  the jobs that we

wou ld  have normal ly ,  i f  we had the  educat ion .  By  "we"  I 'm ta lk ing  about  the

Amer icans ,  no t  jus t  the  Mex ican Amer ican.  The compet i t ion  is  no t  keen because

of  the  d i f fe rence jn  educat ion .  So a l l  they ' re  do ing  is  the  med ' ioc re  jobs  and

below--the major i ty of  them. There are a few guys who come over who are pret ty

sharp and they could take your job or my job and do a better iob.  And they're

w i l l i ng  to  work .  I  don ' t  th ink  the  Amer ican  peop le  pu t  in  8  hours 'work  fo r

8  hours '  pay .  I  know we don ' t .  Jus t  here  a t  the  Base- - to  s ta r t  w i th ,  we know
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they  ge t  a  15  minu te  b reak  in  the  morn ing  and a  15  minu te  b reak  in  the  a f te rnoon.

So r ight  now i t 's  7 1/2 hours '  work for  8 hours '  pay 1[you worked the 7 1/2

hours .  And we don ' t ,  and i f  you  do ,  everybody looks  a t  you  and th inks  you ' re

odd because you ' re  work ing  a l l  the  t ime.  That ' s  about  the  way I  see  i t .

JP:  I  want  to  thank  you fo r  a l low ing  me to  in te rv iew you.  You 've  g iven me a  lo t  o f

ins igh t ,  and a  lo t  o f  he lp ,  jus t  me persona l ly ,  so  I  want  to  thank  you.

AP: You're sure welcome. I f  I  can ever do anything more for you let  me know--

i t ' s  my  job l

20
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