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Thin 13 an 1nterv1en with Er. and Mrs. Judaen williamn,

. jby Jean Hocking, at RQOG O*Kaerc 1n El PIIO, cn 23 beruary
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foS-‘ 30 13 my hunband.

What about your mocber'a background?

1319?7, at 2.00 in the afnnrﬁoon. R S S
 Mrs, Williama. nnuld yau teil me. whurc yau ware born? o
~€I uaa barn in Hillabore, meaa. 4’ June 11, 1918 ~7

A native 5nl¢4:-v7

pAnd uhat weru your parunt#* hackgrcunds? : . ‘ E
iM;y father bad been 1n the cttrua businala.f Qne of tha pionaers;{v
. down 1n the Lower Rio Granda Vhlley 1n waas; dawn 1n Seuth ;"'
Texsa. When the eierua 1ndustry rirat eamﬂ to Texaa. I would
‘aay he was one cr tha earlier pioneerm of thin.f And at the
'ftime of his death, he wan Prenident of tha &1ame Packing 1ndus~ i

try therennthe eitrua gacking 1ndustry‘"hara. ‘And he 'had &

,partner. ny fathar*u part of tha buainesa waa the buying of

the fruit, and hia parener naa the akilled ane 1n proeensing.
Before that, we hud a backsmum} o»t....hia fathar* and grand-
father, and alaa my busband'a pcayle, ueru rnilraad peOple.

It's atmnge. 1 kﬁw mueh 1088 woue mt}wr*a fumuy. Really,

well my gmnﬂ!‘&ther wﬂc&d for. em mnmxd axao. /Prhone

ringa.*7 wQu1& you excuae me? 1 hh@e to anﬁﬂer the telephone.

” * T ow e m -lv* M

We'll piak 1¢ up r:.gm: mm now, - |

Mother's father worked tar the raiiroud»{ 518 rather...‘my .

only knowledge or him &a hat he ﬂaa a eelonel ror the con~:

federacy in thn Givil Har, und thcy 11ved 4in H&llsboro. I

"_remember«thavt,zq;d home, Grandmother, mother's mother, was




.__fram Georala, and had L3 Sauﬂhern bunkgﬁouna* '36*I;prn$ums yau{

‘Z*Qan say my side or the ramily is prezty 3OUth3”“~ Judson's

  pavantage were from. Kentueky and Penn!ylvanta. Hia’fatherfs

people were Kﬁnﬁuokiana‘ Hin mother!s paeple weru ?unnaylo‘

‘kaanians.

S Js
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- Js

MW:
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}~Did you grau up 1n Killaboro, eben? o

v?No, we moved away very shortly~-ah, when.l was about a year

""éold--and moved to Kannaa, whem my mth\w bad the Ford esency
”there. And than he 1eamed about the eltruﬁ, and decided 'co
g0 South and 2ry that. S0 then we' 1ived ,r the L@wer Rio  ‘

. Grande vnliey 1n Alamo, Ttxaa. H&ll, my mother*a home was
vthera until the hima or her death.»_ ' |

Do you rucgll any aignificant things bhat happened during

' your childhead?

or warldnwide 1mpartance?

One of the tbings I uhall never forget uts having been in a

hurricane.k In anth Tbxaa. One 9'7 1 Trare ones ‘that doea

hit the Thxas Cnast, hit then. At thf timﬁ, I was. a Saphomors
in high sehool. I remomber zt very wel&, It ea@arred on

Labor Day Even;na, and achao1 uas cancelled for two neaks

until they ocould get the builéins pnt baek 1nto arder. So
; dreadfully much wind and waber damaga. The water* You can't

believe how ﬁaat 1t cama donn, anﬁ nll ar the windowe were
blown out of the higb ﬁahool, anﬁ particularly on the 11brary

8side. 8o that's one cr tbe thinga I rcmamber¢ “Also, I do
~remember what a loveZy pkﬁae that 15 to Live. ‘If you’re

_“aceuatemed to the. humiélty and sea level.
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of thins, thab yeu h&d or ment to?

’And you went to grade school- and high achool there?

Yea, I went to grade aehool and hiah aeboel there, and tbon I

vuent to aehool at Texas A& 1 at Kingavilla. It was a long

way from home at that time“ S

What about any sisnirioant eehool evenca. rxnithﬁ?ﬁ anything
that stands out zn your$m1nd? ,' ',ﬂ"

Yba. I enjoyed my high schcol beoause I had the cypertunity

to. be the. accompanxat rnx tha Boya' Ghorua‘g andmI sang in the }‘

mixed chorus, and I- won ‘the Interacholaatic League Champion-
aahip~~8tate championaﬁ1y~~fqr Soprana “e‘o ahen I wae a 8enior

in hish schoel. Molt ef my pladaant measlleetinna are of my

‘ musical activitiaa, ;a~ .
, Wbat kind of gamaa did you play as 8. ebild? _
~ Well, I lived two milaa out or tonn, ad had a haraa, and I

did that sort orathins‘ I waa a Girl 8¢cut, and~~oh, I think

I was pretty temboyuiah., I Juat plnyed the uaual things, I

think. ‘ : B
Do. you remember any parmzcular birshaay'partiea, or that sort

‘Well, L think my ment favorite party,..-l must have been about,
‘oh, about eleven I think. Hpther had a sanvangar hunt birthday

party for me, and 1t u&: suab an’ exn&ting p&rty. I never had
had one like that herore., That was s run ane.“ -

What was your favorite Christmas? |

As & child, they were all run. I &hink my very favorite

#Chriatmaa up until very reaently, I ucuxd say, uae the firat

year tbat Judson unq I were married. Rb, 1@ wasn't then. It




: ;;ﬂ;7Ej"'

S
e

waa a eouple of year% Iater. Hy methar had ua all dawn atiser |

‘(x

from Ballae; an& her huabnnd'a maeharz and Judaan and I and
~cur bwc ehlldrnn; aad hia matber; and my mather anc my srand~

house for chriatmaa-uand tﬁdt meant my aiatbr, and her ﬂam}i& j _;4;;4

~ mother, Now that aaa our campleta r‘ﬁilyy nnﬁ we were all
there together ror~ahazntuaa, and well all ‘had Juat 8 wonderrul |
tine, And that'a tba cnly cbristmaa »here cur entire family
has been all tegetb«r gt the saze tine,  “f¢f;  - '
- Js You have Jjust the one sxnter, ehen? S

MW 3Yea. And my hunband haa ons aiater, anoﬁfg | : ;
Ji vnet sbout your aaaial aotivlties 1n aeheal? You aaid you

~ Were involved musieally-wnhat about any ather ergunizationa?
MW: As a child? '17: R
Jt In high school. -

MWi High school? No, nearly everything I.did was music-oriented.

come. 1n. ; , ; B K N N
, gf;;u;ﬁ §‘g)4 | ¥;> &{fﬁ§ﬂ ;*L;

Ji Dr, Williama haa Juat enterwd hhe rnem, and this 13 a ahort
teat to see if the rweorder will pick up hxs veice.,

nw:r;A11~right. Tha nnather autaida ia an:th&ng but real plaasnnt,:
but it'e much better than it naa yesteréay.

J: Amen} All right, lat’e Juat 50 Pieht Qn‘ ﬂpgt‘gﬁout any high_-

- school danoaa, or proms? : _ ‘,;  |

MW There were not too many hlgh aehool dgnae tunetiona that I can
recall, and . yat it acem@ to me that ona or my ravarite thinga §
that I did was to go danczna.; I?m nat sure that my high school
had too many apansored 6anaea; ‘In fact, I don't think they did.

| There was a Junior—seniov Blnquat and dance, and that was Just

" ,,,§b°ut;1t.v' S : $0 e , -




Jr ~’D}:'. Hilliamn, yould you like to tell me whare you were born?
Dﬁelwaarn 1in Pt. Worth, T%xaa. /"3une 19, 1913 ;7
J:  And your parents' backgreundaq | |

Dw: My father wee a Baptiat Hinister. ;H? was originally rrom (
,Kantuaky, and wy mother waa a Yankee‘rrom ?cnnsylvania.} They i
~met in schodl in. Hyaek, Neu Ycrk. Sba uaa planning to be a ‘

_ vmiaeionary. so it uaa 1@31@&1 that t@a;r 1nteresta were aimilar.
~,_so they got married, and thsy l*vcd }n Snn F?annlaco, and then
moved to Houatcn uhera they went to thc Seminary in Ft. Worth,
and that's where I uas ‘born. My aiater and 1, ‘both, Prom
'Houaton, they nsre in El1 Paso ror ab%ut six years, and then |
to Abilene; Tbxaa.' In esacnce, 1 3r#w up in Abilcne. ‘Went to
" high school in Abilane, and went to ﬁarﬁin»&immona University.
J: In what yearg nere yaur parents herelia El Pasa? Do you
recall? e e - ";;;{ ’ e
Dw: It was about 1928 or 3« It waa abaut lQﬂR)téﬁiQéB; VI’Shink
that's when we moved: to amlmaff R

Jt 3Where in El Paao did you live? |
DW: It was on Pernhins brxvc‘J cumburw‘\ 'ééiévthbiebwere’the
. two places. - . 'MT . ’ »
J: Do yeu reosll any apeeirie aignifieahe«avcuts 1n your child-
| "~ hood? Of a n;txanai 1¢va1, er Juat btsnir&eant to yoursalfc
_hoything that etands out? | ; S
DWs No, I tb&nk I had 8 very normal cbilﬁhaod uithout any out-
'standing aceompliahments or aignifiapnca*r We were all church
ﬁral&t&d, and my ratheru~bexng 8 m&niptcr~~we went bo ehurch

every tima it npened. My fnther wedt 1nto evangeliatic wcrk

\
“\
|




 “;57f '

';rrcm 31 Paao uith the ‘then paﬂbor o:~wwanaty Hsthodiat cnurch,f*“’

- uhaaa nama wna Hogg., They were 4n. eyangalisﬁia work rar the

:.nexe rirteen yaara. I think that'a @nﬁ rt:acn we mcved tc

: _Ahilena. It wes a geod school toun, and witb Harﬂzn-simmana

o
| DW:

%-whut kind af samaa dié yeu play as n bey? S .~
fA11 of ﬁhemy I auppose. I piayed twetblll xn high achaol, and,

there, Why that was part of the pxan. o

V*fbaaketbaxz ang raetball in aellese, snd then~I was tnvolved-«-

;my 1ntereat was 1n.the rxeld or 11t¢vury nark and p“bliﬂationa,'_ﬂ S

and I Wes the edibar of the pnper, und editay of & muanzine,
and adxtor er hhe annual. Thoae thinga nere at purtieular
inseraat na mn. NQt thtx ath&etias unre nct, but I was not
1ar3e enaugn ta rsally be outstandins in;theae athletie evente
at tha Univeraity level‘ And yet x raunﬁ zt a vary aatisrying

- area et‘ campetition,. I wentz rr'om ﬂaminﬂﬁimmans w the Uni-

DW3

versity ef Tbxsa, lnd tben there htt a ahort periad of time

after the Uhivarzity when I taugnt 1n tho publia school nyatem.‘
I went to the. Univaruity of m1saouri %a set my Maatar's Degree,

 and my Baehelor*a 1n Jaurnaliam. And I eame rram there to EL
 Paso, - Tbat'a thc reanon,x camc. Dr. wiggina was President
- of the collegc. Hﬁ‘d haen my Dain at ﬁardin~8immens. He sent‘

uord, and aaid he uanted we te scma aut.‘and that's the uay I
got to El Pnao‘ ' ; . w’ T 1 ,

At what point in txmn did yeu /”%uo 7’maet caoh otbcr, and
how?

The fir:t year I was herﬁ....this 1a an 1ntereating thingt

”Dr. Wiggina employed Jkakie, and.I 5uppote ahe ‘was the




‘waollege wh&n she was tweﬁt';,

“aba was on the fuaulty, ta.

 fy°un3est instructar, becausa sha atartad taachlng at the L
Hhenlx came here. rrom Misaeuri,uf¢ };fE

, preaeaed4me hy a year. And -

”‘ithis 13 uhera wa mat*‘ ﬂe hud a 1et or similar interaata, and ‘

Ji
-DW3

E
~ DwWi
I
DW3

1419 Hawtharna. T s
And you bought. thin frem a Nasle flmily? Xue -
»~That'e risht.T Juﬁge xagle wag. deceaaedw but he had bullt the

us baeaune ef 1t*s'aroh1ﬁeaturtf

afzer a year, we. decided the 1daa suited uz, ‘80 we were

lmarriad in her homn tawn anﬂ eame back %a E; ?auo uheru i ey
7~“eent1nued, and aba tban wenﬁ har way in muaical activit&ss,:;"f 
kiand nat 1n teaohing.; ﬁirect tesabins.‘
DWi 1 e R
~hnd at th&t point éid yau livn 1n Sunsan Bnighta?

:In ub&t year did you besin to teash ﬁcre? :

In 19&0‘1_5;v

We lived Ln Karn Plnce, and rrom there..,.wsll, there Was a
ahart perzed whan we livea 1n an apartmcnt on uaaa._ Then we

"mevad ta Kﬁqp Plnae nhere na rsnted a houne., Now. we baught«a

~ house on’ Kanaau acveet; en ﬂbrthlﬂhn#&!, and lived there for,
1 guess. twc yeurc, and then we bausht the Nngze home on Haw-
‘tharne Street, Thnt'a wben wa uent so aunaez Baighta.

That was 1419 gfnan&herne;7 T

house, and 1% aas evident ha had buitt && very much to his

rllklng. Fine, rinn houae. well built,} Anﬂ 1t appealed to

EAla‘, 1t waa a fine neigh»

fborhoad., It w&s ﬂlese ﬁe tha a&liuz@, aad bhe peaple in that

' amuhare m that.
eateaory.‘ Thsy had M.tt.la ehudmn, am ne had ene at that

area were not naaeganr&lx;nur age,

time and another on the uay, and we liked ehe neighborhood.




Ji
- DWs
MW
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DW:

MW:
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'DW{

 house; 1t pad two storzes,.;nd they 11kad 1t. But there wefg\‘gﬁ

~ things we felt we neaded at bhat timﬁ, sueh aa & larger area

that house did not lend itself to, We lived there fifteen
years, '  "3~%,:4x‘;*fj‘ 2 ~”_ i f_,a’ f‘,'a' | o
;_?mm when to whan? T .v : e e
"19aa to 1958 That*a ahout right./

Avd we 1liked the bouse. In faat, our children. nhen we_ huilt

2N

this house, were a 11ttle bit naé becauae 1t waa a large

.for the kids to have mora aetivitiea-~suﬂh aa a den-which

Mmmm~hmmm‘

’ So ‘your rﬂason fer Laaving Sunaat Heightn wag: nat external

vpreasures, real!y, 1t nsa an inﬁernal deciﬁiaa‘;

That'- Pighb. Ne, ue Juat aocidaa we ﬁanbed te build, and
this area was aevelopins. :

Ve Just needed aama mnre spaéa. Thers aaa no praatical wWay to

~enlarge or remodel the houte shaz nould hﬂwe been nice at all. .

8o we Juat ‘had to move.

S0 you then@ in turn; aold the homa ta*.f‘v | |

well, actually, Iuéeﬁ*% knoﬁ»whp bogshtg\he hom&, becauae the
builder who built tn;s haua@ said he &ld_take our house at
a stated priﬁe. 80, 15.&nsaggg¢ ﬁnntiafwhut he did, and I
reully'daa't knonuuha he ﬁaldflt to* Bug it waa sold aome

vtime arter we %nrt tbere‘ Arter we*d built thia heuae and
" moved 1nto 1t‘ He waa tbe builder of this houae, L he tcok

that houae and put lt an the mnrket anﬂ solﬂ 1c,“‘1t waa_f

satisfactory to ua, and I'm sure 1t wes to him.

I'm hryins‘to think‘t.. I Gen‘t thtnk BeLa Puentes have been
there long enough tﬁ nave....;]f' ‘




'nw:
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Dw:
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g
I had tha 1mpreaa£on that it wam aﬁld eriginally tc a carear
~Army man who was retirinsq : S E '
Could be. Bue 1 know 1t aoid ae leaat tuice.: sa'whoeéar :
bougbt 13 rirst then scld it, anﬁ mayba 1t uaa sa;d again

even after that, | | |
. tha means, then, bhat yon moved co that pavtzcular part of
,jn@nn during the laster part of Second Harld War‘

That's right. ”ﬁa' ? ;wf'__&&ﬂ‘,f ‘

What do you recill about WGrlé‘War II? , (
Qh, many thin$s¢ Any nartioul&r thins }au‘ra talking abaut?

xt wasg one of those timae when....I wouldn*t say tbere was

Vinatability, but thart was a 1ot~or indeciaian, ‘and dlfficult
'planning timea. I wae gning 1nto the aervtce, and haa alrcady

gotten my oommxaaion ;nﬁ ny uniforaa.; And about that time,

: _thay decidea to scb up the Army Speeiﬂlxzeﬁ Tralnins at the

eollege.‘ That nan\cn aeealernted progmam on au 18-hour basis,

and they were. aeuding ua like 600 youngﬁmen to train on an

acoelernted baaia.v A tremandcus pr@sm&m. We £O0K. oy o4 you're'
famtliar with thasa little ﬁormitariea, ug hud four to a room.
Today, people uauldn't ‘even talerate that. So we had, then, a

full mzlitary c&ntingent, and tncy askeé mn to stuy in adminl&-

tration“ Bo they*re Bhe anan who handxed the dererment, and
atatiened me thara nith the rank of Captain, buﬁ non-m&l&tary.

‘Just so I would have zome au@berity ovar these wha were 1n the
RESgram. And e hud tbat pregram for nbeua two. yaaru. This

Was a gaod thing ror the coilege, anﬁ I bhiakﬁtc'waa & good
thing for the young m»n %hat wa had. It waa & trsmendous,




}"=;aceelemuted eoxlege Level teaahing pregram.t‘That*s one- thina;;

’;:1And then the othsra uere those relationanxps with the military

7  1n El Paao, and our :rienda wh& were 1n thc m1 Ltgry,

BRE

S 'Dﬁt

Js

Mw:

‘musie-orxented‘ Throngh music graupg,»

.}ﬂow nould ycu asseaa the generul f%elins cf Bl ?aso at that

time, or during thoae timen?

/T think 2 rather cpt;miacia view, Bl Paao was 1n the midat of |
8 great gr@uins pariod banh fram the atandpaiut of 1ndiv16ua1a f"‘” 
"aomins here, end anncxntion.‘ Annexatioa played k-3 great role
~in the growth of EL ?aao, bacaaﬁ& ror xt t@ graw aatiafactorily,
»‘many areaa haﬂ t0 be annaxed xn order te have the rncilitiea
“far the servicaa, I dan*t knuw eanuly nhat the aquare miles

: were~at that 1me, but they wera aubatantially inereaaed with
the achisitie er varioua areaa. ﬁhﬁ Lower Valley, the Upper SR
Valley; then tpa axtenatann ta both af_thuse‘ Uhtil today, we

have prabably plose to thir@y squnre_mlias, and I'm sure that's{
~ tulce what it paa alana about the early 1g40's.
~What about youu Mra. williama, and the;auppartiva»type things?

Did you roll bpndasgs? Did you have*‘ )xeto?y Garden?

We had a Vieta@y Garden. Hine /"1n‘

vn§;7, asain, was
I‘did @ great deal of

enter%aining at william Beaumont. at F®, Eliaa& for convnl»

| esnenb aoldierm, nnd 30 on.‘ A great dani or that kind or

timé-~waa choxr diraotor at First

thing. Also,‘1¢~u3 i_f“ |
Presbyterian Qhurch, He had a trnmenaous program erienbed to

the soldiers, %1tn many activitiel rom them, and I was
";ainvexvad 1a all 09 thtt¢;;;&;4ﬁ§r_még-yﬁ j;"*.‘ £

There nan a great deaz or tranaient eort or thing going Qn at
that time, I ﬂuppoae. : SR - o

Yes.




DW:
MW
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Ji3
- bﬂx

A lot of tvoops aoming and gming ror ahort perioda Qf time§ B

;Tha'c*s right, and we worked at *che USG‘...

.,..with three othsr cauples, and we would take our tour deun L

‘there from about 8&00 to. m&dnlght, three ni.ght.s a week, And
'ﬁhe tmnaﬂ.ent part; explaina 1%, bssauae we “had- all sorts of

fellows uho were Jum: off the tram aﬁﬁ aommg in. It vuts

mcgt.ed down on’ S:m anciaco Stmet. I gueaa we made a |
milnon sandwiebeﬂ,, more of 1esa. It mxa very mtematmg

because we made iots ot‘ mteresting acquamtancea. Nany of

them di n*t endure . hue they mr@ mtereuung at tbe tlm&-
But we worked at the USO for aver two ya&m‘ e |

_What about the Gemn prisonera-of-n&r?

Well, I don't know too much about 11: exeept 1;1 tema of some

of the people hera; ‘i‘hem wsmn't toa msny. That‘. we knew.,
I would say ’bbat 1t was reasonably aatisractéry to botb the
prisoner, and tc....’ Y»:m knw, yc}u den't upmet aamebody.

There waa a8 dowor in EL Paao nho me put mto this 1ntern~

ment a:rea for a wqu beaauae there;mm aome euspi.ciona sbout
his activities, I'm aure they werer mt....lat&r they were. not
Justified but t%he game bmng wan tmo far all the Japanese

that they 1nmrned j.n Califomia» Yau t didn't take any

chmcea.» We dmn t have mueh...me 'had no dimct. mlation»

ship wiﬁh the priaemwof«nar aetivityv

Ceo you tell ma wherc 'she intarnment area uas? ‘

‘Iaa, 1t vas eut at the cauaeum. ’rhere waa am area there that

they sort of barricadad ovar, ana that:'s whem they ‘had tbem

for a gaad bit of the tim. They aet uxs t‘annitua to feed
‘[tham. and take cam ct‘ them.
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Can you guesa as to the numbera?

_uomewhat lesa amhitioua than whut'
‘But they grew tm mmgx that wx-e seu

R lg:’

.} -

Itd Baygﬁ.\ I don't tbink they ever had over a hundred. And

they uera tranarerrlng them pratty rapidly, because tnose were;f

not permanent faeilities. At one bime, they may have had aome, v‘* )
faeility that ‘they used or the old Ceunty: what ‘uged to be

the County Poor Farm, many many yearw ago 1n ﬁhe Lower Vhlley;

‘That's now the Sherirffs Tnainin& Ground*, Thair pistol prac-.

tiee, and’ other practice &reaﬂ that thay uae now. _Bdt thgy o

' did have some do&q trhem.

You said you hed & v1cbory Garden. 'ﬁhgéé@éiqiybq'hgve yéur o
Gardent

That was on Norﬁh Florence Street, 1n Qur back yard‘

You did ‘bave 1€ 1n y@ur y&rd? S j

Yes. Junt a small plat, bus everymna;was &oing it, and we did
too, We engoyed the fruits er 1t‘ ,,4 e

Highly succe&sful.<”
Oh, yes. :

Did the city pravideiany_large spacas for those who didn't....

No. I don't think th&r@kwa& ever ' éemand for 1t. There

didn't seem to. be;?i

Hany people put $hemA$n, but they were

ga”truak Operationa
:ble; and nith a
good bit of help that was yut eut by‘var&aua and sundry pro-

igrama; how ‘to cbnditi@n yOur saxl, anéfwhat,ycu sh&uld plant,

and 80 on, w@ grew in & amall plot., Nat mueh bigger than

“half thla rocm. Everything we oeuld egt, such as eorn, and
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squash, and touatoes, snd onions, and carrots, lettuce.....
It was a real fine experience, I think 1t would be good for

) ariybody. o

The only other thing I oan remember about helping With that
erfort....I do remember going to what 1s now the Museuu every7

week, and helping ln the kitchen with Bundlea for Britain.

That waa a big thing, and 1 d14d do that, too.» Plus some of -

; the work at the ohurch.;~“

I'‘m aure Bundles for ﬁritain 13 vary familiar to most yeople,
butfjuat for the purp9ae8,Qf_thevtgpe,-would you explain what
that 187 S S ”

Well, at the time Eng&and was beiug bomoed Just ccnstantly,;

‘and the 1adiea 1n El Paao rarmed an organization to give

regular aasiatanee to Bundlea rer Britain. They had apecific

' things that thay uanted to have tc send to England. Clothing,

food etuffe, things of this kind, And aa rar as uy weekly

atint at the Museum, this. waa a luncheon which....

£

For the workers.”,

Well, alao, it made monay. PeOpxa aauxd ge and purehaae

tioketa, and of oourae there was a goed prefit on the lunch-
eon. And the monay went to get the things to England, and
also to buy things that tbey needed. It Has 8 very....well,

it was certainly n highly succesarul endeavor. Everyone~

. wanted to help with Bundlea for Britain, dhd our problem waa

space, Just trylng to manage all those people. They did a
lot of good. b récall that Mrs. SOhwartz was very active in

it. Mrs. Maurioe‘8¢hwartz., Mrs, D. M, Williams--I remember
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- But weekends really @idn‘t 1mpreas meVLI gueaa.

SV

~helping her many times, well, 1t wae juat a acmplete, commu»
'nity errort. of. the women. " e |
Let's go baek 8 little bit~~back tc high school, I gueas, or

college~~and t&ll me how you apent a typical ueekenﬂ.

Well in high school 1t was duat like the rest of the week, I LAy

don't think that we ever falt that the weekend was such & R
,terribly specxal thingah It was Just part of the week. Exoept; -f ;f
of course, for Sunday aebivit&as, Sunday Sthol and Church;. ;

and I engoyed the meetinga in the evening‘r But that*a..;.but

| weekenﬁ during school’ year didn't mean particularly that much,

except Just no aahool. In the summartime, of course, we did

do fun things. I 11ved firty miles from the beach--the Gulf

of Mexico—»and we. did go down to the betah frequently in the

summertime, and haﬁ a vacation to the mountains moet summers.

| ENDOQCT o
| o |
SEx

My weekends were pretty 11vely in- hxgh school; I worked on

How about you, Dr. Williama?

the weekends in most caaea on various types of thinga.’ One

of thg moat profi%able thxnga I di& waa sexling Blbies door-

| to-dcor, and u. uas gmat. And a, wcek nd was a good time to

%

do it. X sald a large, print 1eaf.«.. I'd set up an account :
with the American Eibke scciety,*and thex aanaigned the Bibles, ,'
and I sold them,} That, and clubs, and the usual activities of
feen-age boys, which were not alwaya 1n ﬁh& best interests of

the neighbora, buﬁ we~mh11ed ourseluas ih good things as well
. as ‘some of those things that might be a little bit question&ble,

I don't know of anything really 11193&1, but it was sometimea




i things that were 1nterfering with aome Qf thé neighborhood

"No, the rirst 3ob;I°haﬂ was»..,f
A'realxy'had waa aelling nenspapera ca:

; 15; :

activity. We did things such as wiriaa up little fine wires  /

and putting tbings out that peoyle would pick up, and would

get ahoaked‘ And I say this becauae thﬁre were no real

.arganized playgrounds. ‘We had awimmlng poala around, but

nothing elee, and meat of ours [fhetivitxea;7 uaa aelf«

generated, and I think we uere a little bih mere imaginative. .
'Not that anybody got hurt, but iﬁ xuq.aure fun te natch ‘some

of their rehetiana., we did the aamn tbing 1n atrgnging up

theae 11ttle fine wirea aeross the atreety thaﬂ when,the cars

»',"QUId hit 1tawif 1% were properly éone~~then there would ‘be a
“little, Light~phens. Anyﬂay, theue are 3ame ar the thinga I

recall as & 1ot or run.‘ The coilege aetivit&as, on the week-
”‘il, most of the
time, 1t 1nv01ved athiesiea on the weekenQAQﬂand &ocial active-

enda, were mucb»different becauﬁe 1n ﬁh&

“1ties, aad tbe cei;ese g:anks sort crwl,\f

What was your firet job? Was it the s&lllng of ‘the Bib1689 |

thgﬁQ ﬂfﬁhe first Job I

1\ptreet¢ That's when

I was about eleVen.}ﬁAnd that wan ubg_ u{usad to sell news-

~papers on the atreet. Many people b@ught them. ﬂnd Extraa }
" were samething ar ccnsidarable sisnitiaancs. we 301d lots of

, papers, ‘and made a ﬂollar or twe; wbxa"fwaa very 1mpop;ant ta

i

valuea at that time. 80 I think bhe firﬂt Job I aGCually had

;waa aelling newapgpara., Frem th&t, otber things such as fire-
Twork 8tanda, ﬁmdampog standa, anﬂ such thinga that nere a lot

of fun,
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Didn't you work at the POpuLar?

»YEB, I guess I warkad at the ?apular a8 . one ar the youngest

people down there. I was ten.v And I waa a eash bcy._ Mauriee

Sﬂhmartz hired me ,. and I WOrked on Saturdaya for a year before e

', we moved £o. Abilene,, I got my‘firwt lﬁtter of reeommendation

DW:

from Mr. Maurice Schwartz whea 1 left. I wculdn*t [f%ake;7
anything fcr 1t. T e T ] |
I wanted to ask you abouc belng Mayer af El- Paso, and haw you ’
happened to get 1nto that.‘_;‘ :

Well, you get 1nto things baeause you*re compulaive, I guess.

Having been raised 1n a ministar*a family where you are ail

'~things to a 10@ of psople, you get 1nvOIVed. We;l, I waa

<compuaaive about uanting to be: 1nvc1ved in'a xot of activitiea.

When I came to El Paso, 1 Jalned thekae—BO Club; became very
aative in tbeir 9

_fpublicity for the Red

Croas rer about faur-yeara; anﬂ tban Ahan I found aome alack,
I became :ancvlvaé 1n the sun Caxvm.val m mm, and handled .

,’many of tha ch&reﬁ uithin it on the Baﬁia or pure satisfaction,

" because. ‘they didw

“pay anybody. &nd I did. that fer*a number S

of yaars with 9?. H!ndrxcka and eome othera.$ So then, 1t Just

went frem ehere ta the Junicr éhamber or commereeu And I was
‘»challengad. I becama ﬁhe Frenldent of every erganization I
'ever Jolned. Pnraly bacause of aither my 1ntarest, or my

”‘demanda., And so, compulsively, I got invelved 1n -everything--

from Junicr Ohamber of Com@erce, ta K&wania CLub, to the
Chamber of Commeree; the than Cammunity ebest~~all of those -

things. Then when 1 Left the éoilqge t‘rough a 1ong-t1me
friendship ﬁithdni¢gﬁ§1l;p?,,.m5 He had talked to me a long
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, time abeut coming 1nto buainesa witb him. He came out ahd

' Sspent abeut two or three montha, every morning at 7:00 for a

long tim@..,.’ He haé hhen become px'esident of thﬂ White

‘House. His father had died, 80 1 decided that was the thing »f}[;,

that I 1 would do. And I did* Ana enJoyed 1t. Then I began
%o look at the things«~and these are the parts that I think
were 1mpartant' Bl Paso was growing very rapidly, was frag-
menting very rapidly. This area waa ona area; another area
was another; ‘the Lower Vhlley uas anothar, anﬁ nebady felt a
 part of ElfPaao.‘ And it waa difficuit to get good people to
run, beeause the Job ot mayOrouby the vary nature of it--is a
full-time Job, ana he 18 the chief. exeeutive ofrieer, and 1t
didn't pay &uaugh to cauaa peeple to reaily affard to do it.
And T locked at the situaticn. I had been approacheé a few
‘times to think about 1t, and I aaid, “Napea“ I felt I was
too new in the buaineaa eommunity, and the tnings I needed

to ‘do., Then I got to Looking at 1t~¢an@ I won't mention any
| mea, but we were electing people, and band 1sauea were
being turned d@ﬁn evepy time we préﬁésaé them-and I laoked
over the atora.' I was in ehagge of all persannal, and all
gservice deﬁartméntsf’and all ﬂanagem@nt‘aepartments. I 1ooked
- at the caliber of tpe people we were eleoting, and I wouldn't
’have put - them 1n charga vf our haseménb ahoe department. And
here waa the biggeat Jah ia El ?a%q, I found out then, that
‘1r I really m@ant thaﬁ I ought to bé wllling to do what I

"waa asking othera ta ﬂa. So, I deciﬁe&-one Gay to Tun for




f”éaycr. There was na gt@und swell for me.n It was semething

°%ﬁhat needed wo be éone. And I apent abaut aix montha piokingﬂ:f*3g§
:  fP8°Ple who had ataenzths 1n areaa nhat x felt 1@&3 Shan  ‘
' 1familiar~~f1eoé eon%ra&, engineering, law enforcement, theae, tx.ﬂﬂf:

| thinga, and I picked people I'relt hgd tbcse 8trengths. So If"

~ ran rer mayar. And tm onw masan I eaum do it was becauae[

‘f»of the gampulaive n&ture I had tc g@t invelved in whatever 1t

’  $53: the YMCA, Red crasa, Communiﬁy Che‘
Vchamber of‘COmmerce.; 1 migﬁt a5 well do thia, 8o I dld. And

9,5K1wanis, ‘or the

;'fgoad or. bad, I waa elacted fer threé termh 1 aocampliahed

'AVDWr

§ ~very satisfying,f
~would I get back,

‘outatanding expanienpes that ynu had
, time you llvaé in 8unﬁ&t Eeighta.

'an 1nterest1ng atreat. It Was. 8 v”'

everything I set out to do., The only'thing I didn’t do, was

JTde 1c 1n faur yeara, which ia what I set aut ta do, PFour -
yeara 15 what I ﬁl&nn&d ba apend,‘ It tock aix. They were

éand very dirfieuxt ya&t&:; emationally,

physieally, fina”aially. 5ut I wauf‘

take for them, nor

_1*;ce1y, 1nto polt a‘again.

fJuat in generail*éa either one or yau'recall any humorous or

t*a aay during«the

here anything partic-;
ularly uragie, ar funny, or unusna e - ,Q;happened?

Wﬂll I auppoae 1f you eat dean and,remigiaeed, yau oould find

some, A lot of inﬁeraatlng ﬁhingﬁ happened, because 1t Was

: vi"‘j“rrcw streets The

busea atill went. on Haw&horne,igl Aasfjuat about the width

of a good alley.& Aside rrom aur hauaa, ﬁhere was only one

other heuaa that had a drivaway Wbere you could get off the
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_street. Our house, and the Ralph Sanders' house next door to . . '
Excuse me. They didn't have one at first, Remember? They

borrowed oura. .

Waa that 1t?

'To get Mr. Sandera' mother 1nto tb@ heuse‘ S

That’s right. They put 1t 1n 1atar.z They had enough room so

*that they Geuld._ And the peaple haé ggragea frem the alley,

but the alleya wer& BO. difficult ta get to thsy didn't use

- ‘them except for atcrage. Evergbody p&rkﬁd their car on the

A; street, and when you had csra pgrked onAbotb siées of the

’ straet, there was anly roem for about ene c&r gsing ene way

or the other—uand then th& bas 0n top;qf that. ‘We had some

interesting Lzusxe situationa 1nire3grd to this. People would

;;camplain abaut tpe;faat thsh you ars aaing up too much or the

‘ street« We talked?tc eaehAnther abput 1&, and I would auggest

to tham ﬁhey finé?femﬂ way to get thtiﬁﬁMar@ off the atreet,

beeause I had a Grivaway~nwh1ch waﬂusrﬂat.; You could pull
right up tc thc aide Qr the peran. And share were some mcel-

dents that were unfﬁrtunata. That uaa one or the things I

sald . needed ta be deﬂe, and when I got into the mayor!s office,

; 1t was done.,. We widaneé that streeta And nat uithcut ‘some
,‘arguments frem the very same homeowners, baaaaaa we had to

© take some ar thetr property. 1 gueaa tbe thing that I think
‘was the most humorous, and yet samewhat iess than humoroue..'.f"

IWe had very . 11§ﬁ1e n"ter pressure In sunaet Helghts.‘ The

éwatar preaaure w&s..‘.‘ If you had your aprinklerp on, your

water preasure 1naide was 11ke nathing, And 1f you had an
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upstairs, which everybody did, you probably couldn't teke a'

» fbath‘at certain times. 8o i Qenﬁ down to the ?ublic Service

a Board, and asked ‘them how we could get our water pressure

increased. And they said, "We can do 1t." They had the lines, |

- "If you can get the people in your blcck to sign a petition

lfcrv;t~ So this I set out to do, and moat everybody agreed
to it. Not everybody, but mbat everybody. Baaauae they had
the problem, anﬁ it wae serious. So one day Harlan Hugg, who
was head af the PSB, eallad ne and said, "we're going to turn
:your new preasure 1n," Iike & Satarday, or Monday—-l‘ve for-
~gotten whichéb“and I kould suggeat that«everybody up there
'get a stand~by ylumbgr.ﬁ' Because thoae houses up there were
old~~are old~4é§d thé‘plumbing-waa‘what»had been,there. And
I'm telling you. Same people: Baid ”Gh, no‘,'We'won’t'have'
any problem;" Well after ﬁhey turned that water in there, it

looked like geyser area, Pipes wera'breaking in the basements,

in the rront yarda, averywhere. And I“goz, really, they sald
at that time, "You‘re the guy who did thisqﬁ And I said, “Vo,

Cwe all d1d this." And I guess T nsd" plunber for three days,
~because they. were having to dig up tﬁe.pipe; find out what had
to be replace@; and where 1t was.,.. Qpase pipea rust and

. ¢orrode, and: wnen that preapuﬁg hika.4k‘ it breaks. We had é
‘several hundred dollar piumbing bill, and some of them had '
slightly lesa, and seme of them.had nababagtially more, There
were plumbing trueka at every houas 1n khat area for a couple

of daya. And 1t was rbally funny.i And yet, not really funny

‘ becauae the baaements were flooded with water, and gome
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}bathrooma upst&ir& were leakiag ﬁhrough the oeilings, and so
on, That really was funny.: But after Shat, ua had the finest‘

water preaaure in town, It was great. R ,

You also probably had the rinest plumbing 1n town. H
But«that ﬁas a funny thing..,; And that aecticn ef’ﬂawthorne,x."‘ n
from Yandell toward the eoilege...‘ ; o

’I‘he end of the heusing axea was the 1600 blac‘k Tmn there -
wAan't anything until you got to the coilege. : Ea

1 gueaa that's right. It waa one of the funaier things, and P

"yet~1t was an improvem&nt that needed to be daag, and, uh...a

Well, you might as well laugh abaut acmething 11ke that.

There 1an't much elae you can do, . .

o

‘Yes. When 1t Quit hurting,;1t‘wasw§ﬁkb”k§éat’“
' I'm duat curious. ,Ne‘r@ living 1n the heuae now that I guess

the Sanders-’ ‘Lived ins
Next doer~aa~ﬂa? f?f”%,,

Yeﬂ, 81’1(3 It EERE “. -

Oh, 1t's gargec‘u,a} x walked in that fmm; door and ren in
love with it immediately.

It's Just a 10vely houaew,

We knew that the basement had been flaoded t nﬁe time.: I was

wondering 1f that was when 1t happened.v“,

CQuld be There waa never any floed externally; JWater;réni
off 1f we had. raina Qf any kind e e

It goea donn the hill."

Right, So 1t had tc be....it cauld nell h&ve been at that
time, We had to raplace a whole big area 1n our haaement¢

It Just broke everywhﬁre¢

DTy




Y . ynﬁgfg.‘gfﬂf Q75Q  €’%[fi'>‘Q; . 2@

.  ng‘; We also underatand the Master Bathroem upssairs nt one time,   ; J”

. fell into the dining rdem.’ Bnt I think ’chaf; was not at the
same time, I think that wag later t;han the ta.ma you ave

} ktalking'abeut. o SRR
?bWs  No, it wasn't then. because notbing of that nature occurred e
|  There ﬁas a 1st ef flcoding, qu -know, Wacar gat hhrcugh ghé;ﬁ;~7&fn
1c3111ngs and came dewn through, and thé basements got a let
’iof it, and ‘the yards,‘ Eremendous amounts.* But 1 don‘t reeall
any of that., It couid be r&latsd ta whatevar happaned at that
ﬁtime. zma Jéista and thinsﬁ».»v Sb that it came on throuah., o
lﬁé e have some structunal wcrk ta do._ My huaband 1a trying to :
_figure out what,, - ¢_1f,*‘A;.ﬂ‘”f7 .;g:'i’ o ,
DWs. Fine h@uaea. YOu talk te Mrs. Fc&ter abeut that Trost House.
 ‘33 I interv&ewed har,a couple of weekﬂ ago.' , ,
DW1y ‘That'a a haautiful h@use. And tbat ona aarqsa the atreet .
where the Jake Hlllers lived was.ocg And the houae you - are‘
in~~the Sanders* - And then tha Turner'a bouse, gust at the

oth&r side of our house.

MW  And the 3qu1res, aeroaa the stree:‘ °Eﬁ§ﬁ3§,ganqul;y;ﬁice‘
\W hou&e, tOO. ,‘i, ; ,‘ j w>ﬁ ‘, | : Y
DW: ’Well it is, but th@se hous&s were not huilt with the aame

vcare. They &PE just like this, (Ges%uyus.) ¥ou xnow, they

didn't have a lot of perscnality to thﬂm;f The houseﬁ on the

voad-numbered siéa. and the Trast house, It was a real archi-
tectural beauty”n ‘ » LI Ty - .

J: . Well who else were bome of'the people 11v1n3 there at that

o . et A G st
! - LE T, Ry P

time?

DW: The Turners liVed next door to us. ]Hé'ﬁéu;a{JéW?ler; 

. FE T A
MR




MWz - I told her about them, but that's as far as I got.
»_nw;‘ Well, the Turners; and then I've forgotten wha lived next to o
~ them. Then the.... | |

MwWs Lizarragas. | - el L
DW;"Lizarraéas, yes; 'They‘ré Mé#ieans.‘ I'm apeakins now of
o -native Mexicans, and the Lizarragas are a wenﬁerrul family 1n
'vJuarez. They have one or two of the auhemobile ageneies, and
one or two other thinga. Thay 1lved over here, 1 gueaa, because
vthey wanted their kids to ge to achoel over here.l A wonderful
family., We enJoyed them Very much, }And than_phere were the
Loyas.... R | o
MW: No, the Howard Maxona; firet,
DW#“Yes, the Hoﬁard:maxons;'
MW: At 1427,  ‘ 7’ | i |
DW: Yes, where the ié&éé &ovéd>t¢. They 11ved there and had three
bcys the same age au our three girlaw The Ratners, they lived
next and . tbey had a son and 8 daughter at that time who were
the same age as cwa or ours, and then Fbrnandez Blancos who
lived at the next @ne. The Blanean-»they‘re now ‘the Fernandez.‘ ‘
At that time, the Blan¢o name was the 5enior Blanco, but for
'some ‘reason or anothev they changed their name to Fernandez,
‘ ,'Maybe that's what it was. T%ey Juat emphasized it. Dick
Mithoff lived acroas the street, anﬁ....’/
MW: And the William Squires. L - i <
DW: Oh the 5qu1res 1ivedwﬁnere until% oh,jnhe last couple of years.
They moved. They were aort of catty-copner from you over

there, Martinez lived direotly 1n front or us there,
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'nid,they sell to Strauea, or did Strauna buy....-;'

They sold to Strauss. I think that was it.

viYea,’ Martinez sold to Strauss.'

~ Martionez. Maria xartinez 18 8 lawyer 1n town,‘and one of them |

has affine advevtising'agency.» Anyway,~we ge baokvand look at -

, Nall the kids who grew up 1n that bloak, anﬂ tney're all dolng

Jit

DW:

J1
DW:

~ of us convertﬁd t@ gasr Thﬂseﬁfufna

Vand atill went daﬁn'

as I'm surg‘you knbm.k Haa the Dl&éc
"stairs. And. then they canverteﬁ bo

hear anything thia partieuler m@rﬂlng{

well, Ratner's got one PhsD. and two M D 's aut of their kids.
You know, that doesn't coma by accident.{,j :

Sure doesn't.‘

And the Maxen beﬂ are dcing finE.;-

I understand thah Mr. Maxon committed auio&de¢ .

'Yes. Veryy,very tragic. Anethar 1ncident that.*..the Turners

who lived next door tg&us.A He wggﬁblind.% He had gone blind,

<*he dewelry«&hap some, but.... Many

ﬁ‘s Qriginally were coal,
,;p?shovel it in down- ‘
&}Ané,eil was. fine.

excspt 1t Just‘waan}t aa satisfactery &s:gaa. ;Anﬁrit was easy 3

to. convert to’ gas,_te we did‘ an hﬁfTurners ¢onverted to

- gas after we didy We ueed to check;...heiweu;d get up verw
, early and being blind, time mgant nething, and be wauld play
“bis radio,’ and he &iwaya knew ‘that I could hear 1. Ididntt T

i;ﬂb activity, And the

;maid came ‘and went 1n, and Mra. Turner haé had a atroke, or

| 'something, and had faklen, and the gaa}haﬁ nat 1sn1ted‘ Mr.

| Turner had been overcome by the fumea‘, SO when I went in,

? §b15 is what I faugd;; The maid was 3ust hyaterical. I went
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‘»i.n, and here was Mrs. Turner. She was a rai:her heavy woman,
‘ 'and she had failen 1n the hathroom. And he was Juat out; :

And he was a large man, alaaq

"Yesa so we got doctors, and ambulanees, and thinga up here,
'andwbath of them....~ She was really never very strong aftar‘
 that because ghe hurt herself. But that was an unusual thing‘
NAB an cld neighborhooé begins to moéern;ze, theae things -
‘happen. Like the plumbing; iike 4he gaa rurnsces.. And I

asked about that, and they aaiﬂ what they ahould have done

‘was to blow out all the rluea, anﬁ all the cther thinga that

aecumulate bhe scat‘, Sometimea wben yau don!t get the air

~ properly the gaa doesn't ignite, and bha gas~»a lot of ites

excapes into the'houae.. And thia ia what happened in thelr :
case, It could have been. muah more aerzouﬁ i 1t had exploded.
But 1t didn'ti Ic was Just one of thoae tbings where the

people becama avercama with the fumasa~-

Being the new kid an the bxock myaulf, I alnaye ‘like to ask

people about being th& neu kid on tha biock in Sunset

Heights, but I auppose wibh your hsavy aivie 1nvolvements
you never really had tc go through th&tyr Yauluere alreadyf-

well-known and aeoepted.

I have to say yes, bueause ay poaitxon g& the aollage wag

hauch that waa 1nvolved thh - lot 0f people: parenta, :

students, faculty, adminiztrutien, ané so on. And then
”nnd Jackie through

~Vber muaic aativitieﬁ, so we did knou a lot cf pecple. And

we. did letz or entertaining. You know, even though there was
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We used 1t all up.uii | .
We had 25 or 30 couples, and we Juat spaced them out areund. R
And where they parked I don't know., Ib;waa Just a lot of |

I will say'this. We never felt strange over there. One of

.;the first peaple I met waa Adelaide Ratner, who came knoqking

at my door asking ror....what was it? Red Crose, At that

~time, valuntsera etill went door to dcor fav Red Groaa, and

ahe came, and we juab got acquainted 1mmediataly and were

=rriends from then cng And it seemed to me to be that way
~ pretty much with the reat cf the neisbbors.
‘They were all friendly, and I uill aay this. 1 don't know "

that I wculd say: naw; I don't think 1t*a ever a8 bad as 1t's

portrayed to be.f But we never had any vandalism,'or breaknins,

‘or anything of that nature.Q The anly tbzng we had was the

thing I was talking about¢ The ntraeu was too narrow, and

_som%pady would get a llttle bit. rambunetioua and hit some ~

body‘s car.,.

Speaking of that, one of the funny tbingslthat I remember

jwas that George waa our paper boy.f He ﬁss Juat an institution.

He was, I would say, in his twenti&s, but like a8 young boy.
But very reliable, and I do think...‘ 00cqsionally--and I

cannot say why, whether it was 1nclement weather or what--

~~~~~

but aometimes yomfd b@ aitting 1n yaur Iivlng room and you'd

look up, and there was George with your paper.

Yes, he'd. ccme 1n. 2  ’?VTf ‘
He wag an instltutlan. ; L ;jfiwl_;@{ya

LT

.....

.He was a very much retarded chap. His father wrote for the

: El Paso Times and did a ociumn for mnny,emany year8.~




. MWa

. DHs

Oh, that's right.

- He had twin sons, and they were both....well, abcut e aix~year*‘

" old level. But he delivered the paper 6n reat. And I mean,

he didn't put 1n in your yard, he brought it up to the door.

- If your door was open, he put it inaide. Anﬂ he caulﬁ tell

J8
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~ very sad situatienfmlf“'ﬂ"'
DW¢

Dw:
- Jr

DW1

When ha d comé,

you 1n hia own way, uhich was lika a kid, what waa goins on.’
- Very 1nteresting. Everybady iooked,far aearge, ‘and there.

~ were dayﬂ when he diﬁn't came, nd we'd check to aee Af he
:had a bad cold, or aametbing else. : . |
 What happened tc George? e
ETY

He died. H@ kept deliVerzng gapera,"
them for 25 yeara, and I don c‘kng

Filguéaéihe'éelivered A

;anat‘hapyened, but aome-'

It seems to me tnas he did have a.problam.A He began to be

not as cehsrent as‘hewhad bean, anﬂ~ 1alm6ther -had to go with

-mm aome, and her h&ai'&h failed, am I think he raally had a

Do you: think bg Jgat regressed? e
Yes. ‘But everyéﬁ ’:h°the black would htlp him rigure.
f,ahlleet. B o

;'When do you think $unnet agighta atarted to go downhill?

I think 1t'a like anything‘{ NEishborhacda tend to 0hange, ‘and
.'wben they ehange, paeple ehange, I sueaa 1t began to so down A
‘when we had a aevera housins ahcptage, and the people then |
.‘ began to turn i 80 mnny ef theae fine old howes up there into

"'ﬁapartments and thinss of that nabure thut‘%hay were never
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intended tc be But they uould put aa many as four and five
families~~I'm speaking of Suneet Heights, not Hawthorne, Sun-

~ Bet HeightS‘araa-*you go 1n there, and a1l of & sudden there

were four apartments, or five apartmenta, and 1t began to

change the general atmosphere, becauae you brought a tranaient

- family 1in who could careless, and whose kida are not particu-

larly well-diaciplined. I think that was part of 1t, And‘
the other-~becauae of that ar other things, too-»tbey began

%o let them run doun," Didn*t keep thelr sidewalka znd yards.

And 1t was very bad because on Hawthorne Sbreet, the yards -

‘ weren't big, but. bbey were alwaya beautifully taken care of.

In faet, we'd get On someone because he waen't watering, or

cutting, or: aomethiag‘ It waa beautiful" Flowersfand....
I think when it atarts, one family dostn't eave, and you don't

know them, and yau aan't do much aboub 1t, and then scmebody

says I guesa the onxy thing to do 13 t@ move. Some of the

o;d-tzm&rs, like th& Melbya,‘Mrs‘ Perranot and some of thoge-~

tbose are gergeeus bauses. They hnve stayed. And Mrs.

Schwartz and her home,' But some of the athera.“. I think 1t

was a ehanga in the~type af‘person 1bwattracted. “And they'd

 come and go and 1eave things in pretsy bad shape. Now as to

the pr@blem of Law enforaement, I really dcubt it 18 any worse
than any other area in El Paso. I don’t know whether people
fear walking around up there at nighz or not, put I guess you

would 1f ycu Juat read the newspaper now, You would invol-

‘”untarily tbink 1t was bad.' But ror breaknins, muggings. and

‘all the rest, 1 doubt that sunaet Heighﬁs 18 any worse than
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any other place in El Paao.;

, _Thia 1is wbat a policeman told me , too.,Aﬁnd I haven't seen any
atatistica. i haven t looked aﬁ any numb&rs;' Of‘couree,‘
’statistics 1n themselves ean be mialeaéing‘ 5 \{V»T\”

Very mieleading. iv kS TR L (L

;As 8 1ong~t1me experienced law ofrzcer, he eaié,~"1 can

_guarantee you that ite not any werse than any. plaee else.“,

You know, I don't think it ia, but pGOple can convince them~

jselves it ies by taking things out or cantext‘. The attempted

rape cf Ruth Kern up therm. Who knowa whether that is sym-
bolic of the nature of Sunaet Heights, er was she Just being
careless, or what bappaned9 ﬂbvioualy, the 111egal alien can

,fcome across down thraugb there, and drift up through that

- area, but I don't knew of anything exespt aame of these caBes

that have been broughﬁ to light where semebody was killed,‘
ang somebody waa mugged, and cth&r thinga. I doubt that the

atatiat1CS are any norae ‘there than ahay are in almest any

~other area 1n El Paao. You've got more walking traffic in

terms of some. of the pecple who- liva dama in the old Upson

areg who dontt have aa muoh traneportation as they do 1n '
Coronado, but Coronado's probably got more real aerieus pr0b~~
lema up there 1n.drug~related issuen than Bome oft theae |
others in Sunset Heighﬁs have. ’ '

What do yeu faresee £ev Sunset. H&ighta?

Well,. a lat dqpenﬁs upon how the plannere want it to be, and

.how much the people”in Sunset ﬁeigbﬁa wnuld like ror it to

- pe, I think there" are some areas that lend themaelves to

some real. fine apartment developmenta, snn when I apeak of
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vthat I'm talking about samething ae niae as anything we have f

‘-lhere because it is ao cloge ta downtown. It's in an area

- that's high enough to build anﬁ leok at Mexieo, or other

,tm’nk tha f:.z%end new 15 to re«@atabuah
'vback iﬂto the grandeur with moﬁernizatioa

areas. If thay wauld do that 1nscead af snst Ietting them |

vimproviae on old structures that hawe loat any historical
: significance heeause they've alleweﬁ them ta so to rack and
| ruin, that weuld be verg helpful*q It would increaae the

’property valuea 1n tbe ar&as I'm speaking cf‘, OIder plaeea” 

that have been pretty muah, well thay*re pretty muah in dis-
arrey, to be tcrn down. And thesi some of the finer homes, I

.Vam%% ?O put. them

;beeause peoPXe are

'gcing,ta.have thet now. They wen’t live withaut 1t. And

7 mest or-those hoééa ean ‘be done. Tha xr aonditloning is

| - just as good and tbﬁ 1nsulatian, I wouid aay, is far better

Jds

DWi

in those hOmea up there.‘ Well, I Juat think some areas in

Sunset Heights can“?egain, and prob&bly will regain, some of

the olid grandeur'lt used&ta have‘ wber“";%er wlll be any

great rash of building new homes up bhere becauae most lots

are too small. Unless you could. gat aﬁveaal or them. But

the part coming up ba Buhaet Hpightaﬁto the 11tt1e part and

\area back cver towtrﬁ the eellege 1n there, all that part, I

think,,has hope.; =

’Do you think the rastoratian concept and aemmercial concept
are in conflict with each other? - }“ o
Not 1f you put tham in th@ir proper perspeatives, You can't

put commercial anﬁ residential;...like, you knaw, one block

of oommerciaL and one bloek of reaidential.:‘l ‘think there
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" ;ahou1d 3ust becauae~_the example I'm uaing is the little,

NE

‘ neede to be pesidential, and then eertaig areas that can well

”type, ‘but requira the type af apartment buildtns that will

‘I guess it's like anything else. Does any area of the town

- nerrow building down acrcss frcm the city Hall that Mre..;
‘fBurlingame rafused to do anything w&th, ané ahe Gity wanted

any tax 1ncent1vea_for people tq‘tqu}e‘that‘sprt q: thing.

be derined as that which 1s develapment for thﬁ apartment
be condugivé to investment.
Do you feel that Sunset Heights warrants restoration and pre-

servation? If 8o, why? If not why ot?

Justify it? Can you Justify tha resboratian or hiatOrical
buildings anywhere? I think you can., I dan*t thinm you

to buy it. Bas bought everything else around it. There 1sn't”,;s &
anything signlficant about the buildin&. It is plain Vﬂnilla‘

It was never anything ex&ept at one time chers was a.ﬂ..aOme.‘§

Mexioan Conaul, or som@thing, tbere.; But I've been all
through that buildlng, and 1f-you*re talking about reatoring
1t, restorins it ta uhat? It is. Jaat a two»etery, barn-like

thing there that haa ne grandeur.‘ HeV@r had it, and yet
racmebedy norked en making it a hiatoriaal manument, and on

~ that basis it may oontinue ta exiat* It will if monles are

available to maintain Lt.\ But ;ﬁ yau did it aa good as it

ever waa, ;t weuld be anongruous t@ that~area. But you take -

“1thoae old homes up thsre; There is & reneon. Peogle can ,

enJoy 11v1ng 1n thoae, and be real proud of them,
It takes a8 lot of maney, though, and there don t seem to be B
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- I don't know, really, what can be done n tbe way of 1ncent-

‘ives., But the F@ﬁeral Government 1s talking about 1neentives =

to get peOple to praperly inaulate ‘their houses, ‘and 80 oa, N
and 1tvcould be The advalorem tax is ncw being looked at
very,. very carerully bv the Texas L@gialature, and the bills
that-have been 1ntraduced.»g. At leaat ane 1s te take the

pressure off the advalorem tax and put it on. 30mebhing else

‘to auppart the achools. The advalarem tax, then, would be & a

base to pay off the 1ndebtedness on bond 1asures. S0 what I'm

saying 1&, itts peasible that advaleram bax will not ‘be the
work horse 1t h&a been in the paat, and primarily thia is what'-\
you're talking about. If yau subatantially 1mprove your pro«\ ,

| perty, your taxea ga up.} And there may be ways for th&s te

have a negative effeet If you take care of yaur property
and improve 1t, yeux appreciaticn goea ‘up, and the tax then ;

‘would be on the time ycu 80ld 1t~ aa oppoa&d ta whab you got,

and what y@u invested in it whicb, I Buppeae, 18 Justifiable.
But X think the prGBSHPQ 18 gcing aff the advalorem. It's

inot a good thing, bccauae 1t doasn‘t riaa and fall wibh

recession and 1nf1at1an, and 80" on,f It*s aort of there, and

unimproved property staya with n@ increaea in taxes; and you

g0 in and take an ald houae and spenﬁ a lot of money on it,

J'and y@ur tages immediately g0 qu I thlnk there are possi~ )

bilities that that might bs. One psssibility far eqcourageﬁ
men»«incentive.7 I tbink the otht? faetcr 18 §one p&Ople like
big, highnceil&nged hounea of the early part» or the century, |

R " .

And they always ﬁi11¢ ;agg _i.;f~;¢ﬁ{~~@:‘

7‘« :- :
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I think it takea a partiaular type or peraon,‘* ’
It takes & lot of aeaieatxon.,;?

‘Also,Jwith n'large family#-we had four childrennnif you have
'yau 11ve in littie raama with inadequate aloset apace. Then |

‘Let me give you one 1dea. In my Qpinion, El Paso High School

 our two daughxera Hent to Ex Paso Q?f

33
Oh I think ac,t
8ure_does. You*VQggot tOivan

place for things, and room Lo turp araund, ycu hava 8 whole

laot better chance of having an 0rganized haueahald than if

yaur house is gaing tc look a mesa all- the time.

I agrse.

is still the beat high aohool in El Paaa.-»ﬂbgn we moved here,
?, ‘and graduated from El

Paao ngh. Then they said, wh&n they Bu&lt coronado, you may

have your choice,* Ybu can go ta Bl Paaa High, or you can go

- to Coronado, Well,. all the kids thought,‘"aaah. A new

sahool,“ and so hﬂr@ they went And“;, p&rscnally,‘was dis-

appointed. But- 1f ﬁhe kids haVe thegahaine, you can't tell '

them they can't’ -do: 1t. So ours nexs ;ma Ghiléren graduated
from Garonado Hish Schcal P waa sarry they d1d. But our

‘oldest’ d&ughker 1& now teaching baek at Bl E&so High School.

Then when they ehangeﬁ the law b&ak tbat‘ﬂhere the line goes,
you can‘t fids] to COronada~~yau ve got to gﬂ to El PasoHigh--
and now they're going back to El Paao High I talk to parents
all the time who are delighted., It*s ene of chese things you
have to get uaed tam»the aame 01& thiag.} Aa ethnic groups

move 1n and take cver, you deeide well,iit*s no longer

,  6&31rable; That isn*t true. _‘;
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Ybuvaréibnéaﬁ&hd%éﬁfpé?ceﬁfi”ané7i‘%ﬁb¢“glndcta:haai you'sayv*\= :,;“
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:Well, what I'm aayins i& neigbbors are neiahbora, and some of
fthe best frianés ueive had~~and n@ighhorswﬂbave been Mexican-

<duct Qf the inatltutian is good; and we get haak thﬁ same

thing.? What about the sraat group of Latin~&mevicans who f

Juat never yragress wery much? Well, everybedy’s got them,

‘The neighborhooda have them, and the schools nave them. They
may more in one. area than another, but I‘ll bet ycu “the rate _’fff‘fﬁ

or effactive application anﬁ tpaining and 1aarn1ng 13 not’

less. And th& pr@duct of El Pase High, I think, 18 great,

Our son goes to 81 Paso High, and we are very plesaed.

Well we gure weme, and are now.‘ aur daughter 1s Just as .

defenaive about El ?aso High aa:gﬁ A

Did your childrﬁn 30 to elemennary aehaal during that time

pariod?

We had,... Well, ;@mxy’,‘;40:%3,@:,;;;;@;; where Jesus and Mary

- 387

Yes.

Well we're Protestﬁnt;nbut“l iik%é’ﬁhi?sehQOi and we sent our

: Jeanne, our. seoand daughter, ﬁa Jesua and Mary for about two

years before. ahe startﬁé. ves j j
Fron fourth to sixth. . St
From four to 8ix, Baaause we w&nt&d h&p to feel ecomfortable

with them and then, of couraa, we wagted Our ahildren to be

profieient in $pan1ah. And tbey ara,1 Anﬂ the reason they
are 1is not. what they tesrned neoass&rily in classes, ‘but it's
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wnat they had ta learn uiﬁh Mexican maids and thexr frienda,

who speak more Spanish than anything e&a&. :t was very, very
good. So then When Mesita waa Gpened, they gave the same o

togtxon. Let me eee now, Jeanne uent te....' 

Judy went to Dudley, R

,That's right..'_ ‘
nDo you know where Dudley is°

Well, 1t doaan't exist anymare.

‘That'a probably wby 1 don't Know wbere 1t 191

Well, it waa built on a fault, and the building craeked and

was condemneﬂa, And that*s when thay built Meeita.

That's‘right. But we b&d nns go to Vilaa,A nd then they went

 to Mesita, I dan't kriow. about Vilaa. I dmn’t know how good

MWt
DWe
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‘ or ona?

or bad it is. fffh ;u“

Jeanne did not go to Vixas.‘ She taught ﬁhere.
b, taught at v11aa‘ That was 1@.’ Yas*av

A1l our childran uent 10 Meaitas» Let's aee. Dudley-~which ,

was ccndemneé.,.}anld Juﬁy and Linﬁa gg tc Dudley two yeara,-

1 think Juan one.’“ﬁ""f""z‘”’ R
Just ane,

One: year, ané then they elaaaﬂ xtw- e

'Yea, and then they clcaed it, and than they moved to Meaita. »

So all our children graduated fram Meaita. Then Jeri, our

 third daughter, went-to ezgpth grade at Bl Paso High. And

,right QIUGr that, ﬁell soon” after, they alceed out eighth
 gmade.at El;?ag@!ﬂig@fanﬁ bu1§§ Mq;ghe§¢,‘ So. our son had to
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go to Merehead for eigbth grado, which is a- strange thing, To’
go to a school juat for one year.' But that's the way it mas, |
and is. There. still is no provision for Mesita children, xcaptE

one year at Morehead, and then on to either El Paso or Goranado.ﬁﬁ‘

Well they oan*t do that anymore, unleaa they live 1n the 0or0~w

" nado area.

~_We11 what do these children do? Th@y atili have to go to

Mcrehead‘

Several ef our neighbora aend their ehildren to Meaita. We

choae, aftar aama 1nveatigat1ng and talking, to -gend our ,
chlldren to Vilas.; For a number of reasons. “I'm sort of
1ntereated 1n tbe familias whe came from Mexiao during the
Revolution, or aa a reault of the Rawclutzan, and subaequently
settled in El Pasﬁ. And a number of them aektled in Sunset

Heighta. Were you familiar with any of ﬁhe familiee that

wight have cema here far ‘that reaaon%f

I can't aay that I am. I don't know any who.‘.. You're ,
speaking of tho&e who aart of eéctped<?ahdj1‘dan't Most of

thoge I know cama frem Mexicc uame cvervhere'because they

wanted their kids tu ga to aehoal.‘,if fﬁhew*re Mexican
citizena. The Lizarragas, and the Blancos, andu-oh, there
were thrae or four ether ramilie§ right in the same area.

But Lhey were puraly by choice and, 1n maat aaeea, they had

@ home over them, toe, But: I dm’t know much of that back-»

ground.

Mrs. W1lliams, were you a member af the sunaet Hﬁighta Garden
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I've nevar belengad tb a Garden elub. Sometimes I've been :
sorry, beoause I know bhey've had good times and learning S
times. I knew most of those 1adies 1n other areas,

You ware 1nvolved civically~n1n ethﬁr waya.‘,‘

-Yes. Well, I*ve been a member uf tbe Woman's Club for wany -

years; IfVe been a mamber of the wamen*s department of . the

‘ ‘Ghamber of CQmmarce, a. mzmber of bhe Auxiliary of UTEP, and
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I've....

Hundreds of yeara in PTA. . ,

Yea. And way haak, 1n the Jaycee»ettes, anﬂ then muah churoh
work.;, , ; | R |

Were Mt. Schuartz and Mr. ﬁiller nlive durlng the period you
lived in Sunset Heighta” | é

Ybs, oh yes, ‘Me. Jake Miller was atill alive, and Mr, Maurice
Schwartz waakatill elive. ' |

Oh, yes. In fact, J&k@ Miller uaeﬁf 1&&1& down the sidewalk

and'visit alongt Anﬂ Dick Millerylived thare until he married.

Dick and I have heen frianda fOP mﬁhy,vmany years*'

'Well, and ‘ch&n the Nurehiaorw, eroun .‘the cemer. ‘

,Yes, Mac Murchia@a, right~around the eorner there.

Between tbe Jake Millera and Mrs. Schﬁnrbz.

He was quite a pnwerhenae in thig uammunity; in develcpments,

and so on, f

When dld Mr‘ SQhwartz dia? I dqn't really know.

~He died about.... Well, it*a been within the 1ast.,..

While yeu were at the Hhite Houee, uere y@u not? :

Oh sure.h He waa atill around, ;~

Wae he alive while ycu were mayor?




DW1

"th-
:‘DW:
MW

DW3

~ DWi

‘Ne, I don't think so‘n‘;; | |
‘I think he bnd died ahortly befere you beeame mayor.

He- had aancer, and Juacwm., e MJ.»fa,cww;:w<; L ,
_I think he dieé arcund 1955. SQmething‘like that. And Mr.,

Jake Millep diad gfter Mr, Mauriee, iuk (i .
No, Jake Miller died long before T weat to the Hhite Houae. 1

'7Severa1 yoars bﬂfﬁf‘s»ﬂ}’ UM P N
Oh that's rignt. amhat's riaht. I'm aorry.i_

That's the reason nhy Dick finally prevailed upon me, He

.‘;aaid,;"ncok, I‘ve got” thiﬁ Bl mvaal:w anﬁ I need aome holp¢",

Ji
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Nhy dzd the Millar nouae ait empty for sa Lons before the
Casas bought 1t? - N et o
I don't know. maybe the price.~ Ifgwaa‘h lbveiy hauee-wis a
1cvely hcuae, I auppoae, ?he Ganaa are tbe type of people I

 would think would kaep it right up to anuff. But I don't

know, unleaa 1t naa price. It eertninly 18 a lavely home,

Let me g0 back ané ask you.r Did you pﬂk yeursalf through

‘college?

Yes. High sehool, t@o.»,. o

,Did you work a variety or JObB? v
]Yes, ne11 I did mast everythiug‘« In @allese I had...ﬁwell, _-—
I had & buaineas nhen I waa e aenier in h&gh school. And

this you may find amuaing, but Lt was a geed buainess,_

becauee I did parttoipate 1n athletzaa, anﬁ this eliminatea

Bowe of the demanﬁa ‘on ny time,: crazy ther iz a 1neral

water. You've prnbably never heard at lt, but 1t'a preduead ‘
1n Mineral Wella, Texas.ﬁ Ann 1t,ng; theAppnduet. It ped
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where I had ounlana, 11ka the grocaQ

get the galloa"battlas.

~ through my sophcmore year Lg eoll ge;
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different strengtbs, and 1t was very mild and a good laxative.‘

People drank 1t for the therapeutic values, and ao on.

And 1t tasted terrible. - B T |
Well moat minerul watere doa And then they made Crazy Watar o
crystals and that wa s Just like, yau knaﬂ like buying what-

© ever you buy ta keep youraelf regular and thinga 11ke this.,
xLike Epscm S&lts.:} | , |
‘Yes, similar, Thé guy whe had tbat buainees in. Abilene, T@xas,
i....it had gotten\hao mueh for him.: The five~gallen bottlea
 [had to be man~hand1ea and se he uanzed to aell 1t. Irmanaged
with some help to get enough mcney together so.... It didn't
‘:cast much, but we had two tracka that had to be purchased¢
So I built s place next to ‘our house 1aAAb1£Ena, and I WOuld
1’make twa ﬁrips a night to Minernl Wella', That wasg abeut 160
miles, Anﬂ I'é 80 downs tbars anﬁ leaﬁ np the minaraL nater. -
On the way down, I wouid 1eave early eggugh to stop at places

tare and a drugstore,

| and 80 on. And I'd pick up the empti&ﬂaiknd go cn. Then I'a

come back every other &rip, ang rewsuppgy them. You could

'or tbe fivawsgllon vottles of 1, 2,

3, and 4 strengtha, and tbe cry&ﬁgla,4 Pacple would buy this

11ke they do pure: ﬁater now to driak. And 1 d1d that from
the time..,.tna 1atter~part Qf mywauniarayear-in high school

L mare than made my way,

and it was a gocd way to do it becauﬁe ib waa sort of the

"thing I could do and atill partieiyate in the activities, too,

zn my Junior and senior yaars I had a lictle more experiance

in various and Bundry thxngs, and B8O I tcok up cher activitiea.
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I got aboms $6o a menth, I think, being ﬁhe editaz» of the

,Did you date very much in gigh acha 12§5
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‘ newSpaper* Thinsa cf thzs nature that made up the difference. o
,And that's th@ way I want through gnaduate school. same,nip '

and tuck.. DT Lt ‘::' ‘ 1 j; ~;"»¥“> o

_ Tell me, Mrs. williama, abouﬁ yaur rirst heau.

Bmmm.. welx, naturally, he uaa a musician.ﬂ We were pretty

,yaung. I remember,1 We had a,dancing claas.‘..well,_not a

olasa, Juat a ﬂaneing olub, and we wauld go to each ether's
hcuaas on Saturday night. And the mothers wculd fix refresh-
manta, and we had a viatrola, and ne had abcut, oh, there
muat have been aixteen or twenty of us. Thatfa Juat about
all the- young peaple in tha% town. - We had dances, and I
liked this boy heeauae ha cuuld danee.” And hia»mother made

’ the most wanderful glngerbread. :

Ob no, R : .
Yes. Now thntts exactly why., Andg'hen as time went cn,.be;
dld take up tha corcnet, and I played bia aecompaniments.

- That was my firat beau. ‘N7‘

Yes. I think x dated early,,an&vl;&hxnkﬁit'a beaauee I lived 
in a Bmall town. Well, mayb& 11: una the time that I grew up. :
All my @ontemporaries dated sarlyf_ Not 1;ke going to a

;'movie, but to go to a party. Sinae there was so 11ttle to

4o, we: h;d many parﬁles. Anytbing waa an exouse for a party.,

Ji

'date. S0, I dated early.‘z.l

And .in our tcwn, you didn*t ge to a party unl&as you had a

Now, Dr. williams, yau ean tell me abaut your first girlfriend.‘
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Gosh, I dontt remembev my first glrlfr;anﬁ, ‘By‘thét, I doh't-_;

,auppose I had a Berious first girlfriend, so I don't recall,‘f
: I know I had lots of girlfriends in high school and college,v

and the last thing I had in mind was getting marrlad.v Heck,

" we didn't have any money to risk thinking about anything like
~ that., :

I dan't think any of us did. The laat thing cn my mind was ]

~doing anything but getting my college education, and being o
out on my own, Not aettling down, 1n quatea. o
It wasn*t the great husband race like 1t was after World war II“»‘"a

,No, 1t certainly was not. L

Oh, after erld War II the whole mood ahanged. Nobody felt any

- reason to conaider that they couldn't get alangt From t37 on,

we were 1n a pretty gaod depresaien., You thought ‘about those

things.. But today, our kids, they never worried about 1t, and

their friends, ané the rast af them.v So uhen they decided to

5et married thay aouldn't see any reaaau uhy not.

I think the whole atmoephere, the ambienee, was very diffarent
tben. I think after tbe Second world Har there waa a lot of
panie and insecurity, nationally, and peogle were Just grasp-'

ing for something. ' f£'“" 5  ;r7v;fﬂ"

-That'a right. The. meod changed.i Then, thare was a different
type of 1ndapendence young people were expresaing. ?he Wwar
had a lot to do with it* o | o

Were you required by your parenta to da a iot for the church .

“and for their work?

No. I was expaeted to participate, but required? 1 was never

pushed, Some miai&terial parbnta nuulﬁ try to direct their
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children into bhat type of work“ My mother and dad never did‘
They Just. said, "You find your plaee. . He always encouraged
me 1in things that I had a serious intefest in. Aside from o

going to the...., !bu know, yheﬂ I was small, there were nO"

paby aitbers.; Ycu Ju&t took your kida to churcb. And I guess

I alept in church more...a‘ I ﬁut 1t aown, and I think I

‘fprobably Blept during that period about tmo years in churdh.
: I've alwayn had a atrong feeling or‘needing the church-related

activitiea. We go to churcb. ' We 1ike ehurch. Euc 1t was

. never expectad ther than,,"Here it 18. we hape you enjoy 1t."

But I was never pushed te be a Sunday sehcol teacher, or any-

thing like that,lpww | G c |
That‘a interesting; ﬁy mother's fatber ﬂas a miniater, and
her atory'is very much different than yourﬁaf‘

Wull, 1 know many»@f our friends wsvaithat way, They were

expected te do»ﬂhataver was being éane 13 the 1&adership roles

and other thinga’ Eat my parents negar'did puah me into that.

Do you know anythiﬂg abaut the h&akawy~pfv8unaat Hnights at
all? The legenqu? Tha Pancho Villa stories? if

I really dan*tw NO. We likaﬂ Sun&at Hbights because we metl
it ag we were lOOking for A largﬁr home, nd 1tAwas close to
the eollege, and we Juet fell 1@ l@ve wiﬁh it, We didn't

know anything about 1t af any congequenne cther than it was

k’phere and a fiae neighborhocd.~ But I don*t know the histery.

It‘s too bad Mrs, Hasle isn‘t atill alive, becauae she was
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,étill aliVé;;..; We bought ‘the houee from her' She knew 1t

,hin ita greatsst heyday when everybody who was anybody 1ived f'

 in Sunset Helghts. That was the sort of that attitude. She

Ji

',would havé bgen a sreat souﬁ@e of material to you., And
fothers, too. Mrs, Melby would be, too. She's been there far

many years.s I rea;ly dan't knou how the name Sunset Heighta, .

':came about.

Thet's one of ‘my questiona. Hho named it Sunset Heighte?

% P

_was. atarted by a Golonel Sauterthwaite, And then at one time,.
fit was known aa the Mundy Adﬂiticn‘ Why’did they aettle an

- the name Sunset Heights? g;3a~y~w

: Back whenxit waa named it waaﬁ

 hWell I think it very appropoa.w,, 1h':""
‘Yes, 1t ia. e .  k “ | |
~.It's on that west aida uith beautirul aunaata. Andfat that
- time, 1ﬁ waa the hlgheab place 1n El Paae. |

Probably somecne very Poetic‘ Tl

" At one time, as I understand it, on the eorner of Utah and
‘Yandexl wae a aart of diaraputable part Qf town. Do you know ‘

- anything about, tbat at 8117

DuW3s
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No, I haven't even hearﬂ the atory.; |

I guess at one uime therﬁ wau a lot of gambling and proatitutiom.f

Well, El Paao used to have thoae sort er things. Of course that

was a Leng tima ago. One area that ahould hnve been reatored

'prcbably, is the al& Red Light p;ttrict“aff Of Santa F@ Street,

‘ downtown.v Chria Bbx~~anﬁ he*s probably ang that you ought to

talk to, becauae that guy kncwa everything about El Paso--he's
the one that teld me about some of the madame hauses down
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ftheré. Aﬂd it wag hetter eantralled th&a, than 1t eveA bas. P
been since., Anﬁ he was $her1£f, so he had aome reaaon to_ o

‘know those thinga“, Same of thosu old houses that were madame

;haa a lot ox hiatorical inbergat in a number or way&‘-,a‘.‘

in tbemi ‘

-**i

Well 1t 1& 1nterest1ng, and I can Juet picture the whole thing.fig ﬂf
Everyhady coming through here on cattl& drives, nd the lumber :}*v”

~,men, and tbe minars. :

That'a right. There ‘was a time when thera was a8 lot of gamb~'

~ling around here.} But I'm not familiar thh any Locatian‘

, Sameone in & pravioua 1ntervxew menbi@ned ta me that tbere

always has been-nl hate to uae thia term, but I hauen't been

 able to think of e d.t:f’f‘erent cne~«the ather side of the
-tracks, even . up ia 5un8et Heigbta, sh&ch uaa suppoaed to have

gaydawn Upaon and: over

towaz-d that area,': think ‘chat detef' amted early, and I think ~
tha’c’s what you'd eull it, if you eal R
Do you mean from ¥andgll back dew”’” 8aattlsh Rite?

No, I'm taiklng abcut down tanardjvyniphan rrom Upson. Areas

Toward Ha?b*a“Mili‘ i' |
'Yea, thae's right. o

Okay. I guaas ug Juat quite natural y eevered a lot of the

f'uhinga that I wanted to ask about. One_QUeation I had was,'

what do you suppose made people leave, and what makea gome of

thenm stay? And T'm talking about alder families.

Oh, I think 1t'a sheer comfort. They Just endoyrthelr‘homes.'
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and other plaeea, becauﬂe they like the asaociazion, and lack

“of reapona&bility, and aecurity, and other thinga. ‘But I think

'-been a part of thia. A definite part., And I think they Just

- hang on out or almost defi&nee aa muah as anythlng,elae.

I think it's more thanwtﬁét.n I think it's a pride., You know,

acme cr thcse wamen wbo are widowa have movsd into the Fairmonti“
the Perrenota, Melbys, Sehwarta', and aome of these»~they've h

Because th@y are able ta de whatever they want to do.'
Just how much of an 1mpaet did 8unset Haighta have on the ,

developmant cf Kl Paso? Can it be aaaeased?

I think you caulﬂ go back and rind the great pioneers«~
buainaas, th& profeaaions, and all~~that th@se people lived

in Sunaet Heighta._ And built th&ir hemea there. Ralsed their

,families there. The Blocker Hauae, I ﬁen‘t knou who 11ves

there now.... Lo

I don‘t knaw eltherg; ?bét,besutifu}fgquge £hat'takes about
a half a block‘," S ‘ A L ; A

Ciose to Mrs. Mslbyy‘“ 

Well, and I was alao thinking 1n ﬁh&a 1Lght. Old....wasn't

it old Providenae ﬁoayitai? |
Yes, Providence waa there. Sure 1t was there.

Right dawn thg hill there. Aﬁﬂ it 5eqma to me the Schusters
lived in Sunset Beights. _““' - |

It was.Just the place ta bﬁ‘i I think there's 80 much pride
~.in the area.‘ PTom people who have lived there.h ,

When you 11ved there, did you feel as thﬁugh there was a

‘ Special feeling, a special atmosphere, about 3unaet Heights?




| MW: I1did. I alwaya said..». k> B : ,
DWt‘ Yea. It was Hawthorne Place, it waan't stthorne Street. 1
mean, theee were the sort of aarry~over&. This is different
from the rest of Ei Paso. o '
MW: And. I always said,'"I live 1n Buneet Helshta."
Dwi It had aertain distxnguishing thlngs, and it was very - comfor-’
table, And 1t's tbe aame thing. You go 1nto those houaee.
OQurs was hardwoodrt&oort tbroughout. And that Blocker House
'down there had that narrow hardwoaé flaering. Miles of 1it,
~ because. it's a huge hﬁuse. When they built housea then, they
built thom on tha baaia or,‘"All thaae thinga are here to
endure.r ‘ o | ‘
Js  Well, they were bullt with akilled craftsmen, which you can't
find anymore.‘w ':'w | ', (' |
DW: That'a right. They don't take the pride in their work. But,
- I guess everybody maves fcr varlous and aundry reasona, and
;1n our case there were aome things that we felt we needed. 'One
- wWas that we had virﬁually no back yavd. There was no way to do
“ anyth1ng with 1% 1n that ragard. We hid done to the houae the
~ _things that we felt ne could, and Eher% was no place to sort
of lose the kids.: To butld J den{ we thought we needed that.
Then the house, aé large as it waa, still didn't have an adeu'
°quate number Qr bathrooma and bedreoma.' So ‘we wanted that.
: Judy, our. eldeat, hns caid many timea that she'a sorry ve
ever moved away from Hawthorne.‘ The memories ‘that she had of

1t.

Ji I had ﬁhe'game g§§11ng'ahéﬁfﬁyfbgrehta'50163065 family home
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Well I think that's natural, Particularly if it has been s
happy memony-{_’ii' L '?, | x
Both Judy and Jeanﬁe were old enough ta have ‘those 3530013~  
’tiona, and Jeri alae to a eertain extent,_ She was younger,‘g,”‘
’:but ‘the - two older glrla, particularly, wanted ta be “shoun“xwf~‘
”that this was golng to be better,

“some of the Qid timera there who maintainad theae homes, and
that have taken thab very intense pr&de in 1%, X‘m afraid it

woulid have changed mueh more, Whenavar there ia any hearing

‘He still does‘¢~_};,hp_'g, ;;,{“

Do you think tbare still 13 & particular qaality zo Sunneb
Heighta, or is 1t Just,riding along on. 1¢gacy? \
I thlnk that's unfortunately true. I think if there weren't.

dewn ‘there caneernins*Sunaat Heigh%a,,mra¢ Malby is therﬁv

Oh, there are five ar aix of tbem who are tbere. .And they are

.jproteatlng, er thcy are getting 1nformat1an to determine what

they think abaut it‘ They have haﬂ thaﬁr efrect.
I know that Maleolm Mcaregar 18 very 1nnareated, tao.
Malcolm, you know, livad in that Thnst bouae. | |

Doea he? Oh sure, he still doea. yﬁut they ther@ughly enjoyad
1t. At 1east whﬁn his wife was aliv&..ﬁ‘ She waa very active ,““

doing things‘ Aéding~tc the aeathetic valus of the area.

There was an old houaa that*was naver'fxniahed, The guy, then,

was the aditor or tbe El Paso Times. Thia waa a 1ong time aga‘ 'f
You know the hcuse 1 sm talking“abéyx? i |

Yea, I dc.

That's the carr houae. ~."?Wi
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:That couple went in th&re and did 1t ehemaelvesf Tbey fin&ahedlx
& masnificent bouse¢%:

- Have you been in 1t? ; A |
T.No I have not;,’ but I!ve heard abcut itf 2

It ia a treat. -

You ougbt ta, beeauae they*ve éane a lot cf research and all. B

"They fell 1n love with that houae and decided they woulﬁ rinlan;” 
1t, At me time we. loaked at s.t, u; waa still in such a state N

»of unfinished~ness, newagapers on the walls, and things Like;

that.,

‘It was repuﬁed to be hauntedd S

Oh, yes.
At least tbe chilﬁren gat ﬁelleiausly 5eered out of spreading
that story. Rod navanpcrt haa dan& a l@t with his house, too.7

*Mark Howell t@@. Ke's another oaa“ There are some younger

Well, I thank yau bcth very, very muah.ﬁ 1f 

Well you're weleome‘ It's been nzy,)viniting witb you.
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