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This  i s  an  in te rv iew w i th  Es te l la  Dur . in  Vega.  The in te rv iewer  i s  A l f re ldo

Vega and today 's  da te  i s  November  
. |8 ,  

1977.

AV:  Mrs .  Vega ,  cou ld  you  g i ve  us  a  l i t t l e  b j t  o f  you r  backg round?  Wha t  i s  t he  da te

o f  you r  b i r t h?

EV:  I  was  born  November  
. |3 ,  . |9 . |4 ,  

ih  E l  Paso.

AV:  Cou ld  you g ive  us  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  your  paren ts '  background?

EV: My parents came from Arizona. 0n my mother 's s ide,  my grandfather worked the

mines ,  and a lso  my mother 's  fa ther  worked the  mines  in  Miami ,  Ar izona.

AV:  D id  your  g randfa ther  ho ld  any  k ind  o f  pos i t ion  there?

EV: My grandfather was a foreman of  a crew of  miners.

AV: So when your parents moved down here,  what did your mother and father do?

EV: My father went to work for  the rai l road and he worked there for  30 years

unt ' i l  he  re t i  red .

AV:  D idn ' t  you  te l l  me tha t  he  was a  sher i f f ' s  deputy?

EV: Yes, when he was a young man before he started at  the rai l road. He was a

special  pol iceman and his area was to take care of  law and order on Alameda

and Copia Street where there were a lot  of  bars and a lot  of  f ights and drunks,

And there were t jmes when even his own fam' i ly ,  h is relat jves were drunk, and

he wou ld  take  them to  ja i l ,  regard less .

AV:  D id  he  ever  ge t  in ju red?

EV:  0h ,  yes l  There  was one t ime when he  went  to  take  jn  a  d runkard ,  and th is

drunkard  happened to  have a  kn i fe ' in  h is  hand and he  s lashed my fa ther  jn  the

stomach, and he made a deep wound al l  across his stomach.

AV:  And your  mother ,  what  was she do ing  a l l  th is  t ime?

EV: My mother was a housew' i fe.  She stayed at  home taking care of  the k ids.

AV:  Your  mother  l ' i ked  to  v i s i t  a  lo t  o f  ne ighbors .  D idn ' t  she  read  cards  o r  th ings

I i  ke that?
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EV:  Yes ,  she  d id  tha t  as  a  pas t ime.  She was very  f r iend ly  and ne ighbors  wou ld  come

to her and ask her to read the cards for  them, and they had a lot  of  fun iust

te l l i ng  d i f fe ren t  k jnds  o f  s to r ies .  0 f  course ,  they  weren ' t  t rue ,  Vou  know.

AV: They d' idn'  t  take i  t  ser iously?

EV:  No ,  ' i t  was  jus t  j n  fun .

AV: Hhat part  of  town did you grow up ' in?

EV:  I  g rew up in  eas t  E l  Paso,  the  par t  tha t  i s  now ca l led  Chamiza l .  I t  was  on

the border between Judrez and El  Paso; the Rio Grande River was close by.  There

was a canal  runn' ing along side. There were a few houses jn between the Rio

Grande and the  cana l .

AV:  What  s t ree t  was  th is  on?

EV:  San Anton io  S t ree t ,  2 . |00  b lock .  That  was on  Wi l low and San Anton ' io .

AV:  Cou ld  you te l l  me about  any  in te res t ing  events  tha t  happened dur ing  your  ch j ldhood?

EV:  Yes ,  I  remember  go ing  to  my aunt ' s  house on  Sunday morn ings .  K jds  around the

neighborhood wou' ld gather at  her house since she was the only one who could

a f fo rd  the  Sunday T imes and she wou ld  read the  funn ies  to  us ,  and tha t  was  a

b ig  a t t rac t ion  a t  her  house on  Sunday morn ings .  And the  k ids  jn  the  ne ighbor -

hood would gather at  her house and then af terwards we would play games in the

back  yard .

AV:  Any  o ther  in te res t ing  events?  D idn ' t  you  l i ve  w i th  your  g randmother?

EV: t^/e were al l  1 iv ' ing together--my grandmother,  my mother,  and my father.  I  was

about two years old when my baby brother was born and my grandmother moved

away, taking my baby brother w' i th her,because my father had given hjm to her to

rep lace  h im.  In  those days ,  when a  son mar r ied ,  the  f i rs t  boy  born  to  the  coup le

was given to the grandrnother. And so, when my grandmother moved away with my

baby bro ther ,  I  was  very  sad and so  I  jus t  wou ldn ' t  ea t .  And so  a f te r  a  coup le

of months I  was feel  ing s ick and so my father decided to send me to my grand-

mother 's  to  l i ve  w ' i th  her .  And so  I  was  happy aga in .  I  was  ius t  homes ick  fo r
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her. She had raised me from the t ime I was born and so i  wanted to be back with

her and my baby brother". And so once they saw that I was happy, they left me

AV:

EV:

with her.  That 's how I  grew up with my grandmother unt i l  age ten when my

father again came and took me back home, te l l ing me that they needed me to help

with the k ids.  By that t ime I  a l ready had four more brothers and sisters and

so I  had to  he lp  w i th  the  housework  and the  k ids .  A lso ,  I  went  to  A l ta  V js ta

Schoo l  there ,  wh ich  a t  tha t  t ime was an  a l ' l  Ang lo  ne ighborhood.

I' lhere d'id your grandmother I ive?

My grandmother l ived in east El  Paso, r ight  on the border.  l lhen she moved

away from my parentso she moved just  about f ive or s ix blocks on the same

street.  hJe st i  1 I  I  ' ived on the same street.

D id  she l i ve  in  a  house,  o r  apar tments?

No,  i t  was  apar tments .  She bu i l t  apar tments .  But  dur ing  the  t ime tha t  I

was l iv ing w' i th my grandmother,  my parents moved from that area to the north

on Tu la rosa St ree t ,  wh ich  was c lose  to  A l ta  V is ta  Schoo l .  That ' s  how come

I  had to  t rans fer  f rom Bea l l  to  A l ta  V is ta .

AV:

EV:

AV: Your grandnrother owned the apartments?

EV:  Yes .

AV: How many tenants did she have?

EV:  She had ten  apar tments .  She l i ved  in  one and ren ted  n jne  apar tments .

AV: They were most ly Mexican, r ight?

EV:  A l  I  Mex ' i can .

AV:  You to ld  me once tha t  she  d idn ' t  t rus t  banks?

EV:  R igh t l  That  was  dur ing  the . . .when the  Depress ion  s ta r ted  when a l l  the  banks

c ' losed up .  She had pu t  hen money in  the  bank  and she los t  i t ,  and  so  she

never t rusted banks again.  She used to wear a money bel t  and that 's where she

carr ied her money. And she would te l l  me that i f  anything happened to her,  an

accident in the street or anywhere, to go for that  money bel t  before I  d id



VEGA

anyth ing  e lse ,  because she was a f ra jd  i t  wou ld  ge t  s to len .

AV:  Le t ' s  go  to  your  educat jon .  Where  d id  you a t tend schoo l?

EV:  I  a t tended schoo l  when I  was  l f v ing  w i th  my grandmother .  I  went  to  Bea l l

School  .

AV:  What  year  was th is?

EV:  I  s ta r ted  when I  was  e igh t  years  o ld .  1922,  I  guess .  I  was  e igh t  years  o ld

before I  started school  because at  that  t ime there tvas no law that a ch' i ld had

to start  school  at  s ix.  So when I  was six,  my grandmother used to send me to

a neighbor about a couple of  b locks away from the house and she would teach

ch i ld ren  jn  the  ne ighborhood to  read and wr i te  in  Span ' i sh .  She wou ld  a lso  teach

the  l i t t le  g i r l s  how to  embro jder  and tha t  was  i t .  By  the  t jme I  was  e igh t

I  went to Beal l  School  and I  a ' l ready knew how to read and wri te.  So when I

graduated from the second grade, I  was double-promoted to the fourth grade,

and tha t ' s  when I  t rans fer red  to  A l ta  V is ta .

AV: Is that  when your parents took you back to their  house?

EV: Yes, that 's when they took me back to the house on Tularosa and I  started

go ing  to  A l ta  V js ta .

AV:  And a f te r  A l ta  V js ta ,  where  d id  you go?

EV:  I  went  to  Aus t in  Jun io r  H ' igh ,wh jch  a t  tha t  t ime was on  Grant  and P iedras .

That  i s  Houston  Schoo l  now.

How long d' id you go there?

For two years. I only had two years of high school and then my parents took

me out.  They wanted me to go to th is I ' lexican school  cal led Palmore Col lege, or

somethjng 1 ike that .  He was a Mexican professor f rom M6xico and he used to

charge tui t ion.  But he had students f rom M6xico, boarding students,  and I

learned Span ish .  That  was about  a l l  I  learned there .

Af te r  Pa lmore ,  where  d id  you go? What  schoo l?
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EV:  From Pa lmore  Schoo l ,  I  went  to  Vocat iona l  Schoo l ,  wh ich  a t  tha t  t fme was a

schoo l  where  h igh  schoo l  d ropouts  wou ld  go  to  learn  a  t rade or . . .

AV: What was the name of the school  ?

EV:  Jus t  E l  Paso Vocat iona l  Schoo l .

AV: El  Paso Tech?

EV:  No,  i t  wasn ' t  Tech.  I t  was  E l  Paso Vocat iona l  Schoo l .  There  was no  Tech

then. Later i t  was changed to Tech on Ar izona Street.

AV:  Where  was th is  schoo l  ?

EV:  Vocat jona l  ?  I t  was  on  0regon and R io  Grande,  I  th ink ,

AV: Did you get your GED afterwards?

EV:  I  d idn ' t  ge t  my  GED un t i l  I  was  go ing  to  s ta r t  my  nurse 's  t ra in ing ,and  tha t ' s

when I  was told that  I  had to be a high school  7g'raduate/  or  pass the GED.

That 's  when I  took  the  GED and passed i t  and tha t ' s  how I  s ta r ted  my nurse 's

t ra in ing .  But  th is  was a f te r  I  was  a l ready  mar r ied .

AV:  What  schoo l  d id  you go  to  fo r  your  nurse 's  t ra ' in ing?

EV:  I  took  nurse 's  a id  t ra in ing  a t  Hote l  D ieu  fo r  about  f i ve  weeks ,  worked a  year

as  a  nurse 's  a id ,  then I  qu i t  to  go  in to  LVN t ra in jng  a t  Thomason.  For  a

whole year I  t ra ined, then I  worked as an LVN for s ix years before I  started

t ra in ing  fo r  RN a t  E l  Paso Communi ty  Co l lege.

What  year  was th is?

I  s ta r ted  in  
. l97 . | ,  

and f in ished in  1975.  I  had to  take  courses  be fore  I  ac tua l ' l y

go t  in to .  the  t ra ' in ing ,  and so  tha t ' s  why  i t  took  longer ;  bu t  I  have my degree now.

l. lere there any soci al acti vi t i  es ' i  n school ?

Not  as  a  young adu l t - - there  were  hard ly  any  soc ' ia l  ac t i v i t ies .  We were  no t

a l lowed to  go  ou t .  Our  parents  were  k ind  o f  s t r i c t  w i th  us  and so  we s tayed

pret ty c lose to home jn those days. Sometjmes we would go to part ies around

the  ne ighborhood,  b i r thday  par t ies .

Were  bhere  any  cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t ies  a t  schoo l?
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EV:  No,  no ,  because tha t  was  someth ing  tha t  jus t  wasn ' t  a round in  our  t ime.

AV: When you started E' lementary School ,  what was the rat io of  Mexjcan-Americans

to  Ang lo?

EV: When I  s ta r ted  E lementary ,  tha t  was  in  Bea l l  and there  were  a l l  Mex icans  in

Bea l l  Schoo l .  La ter  when I  went  to  A l ta  V is ta  Schoo l ,  tha t  was  an  a l l  Ang lo

schoo l  and I  was  the  on ' l y  Mex ican in  my c1ass ,  a  c lass  o f  30 .  That  was in  the

fourth grade. And even when I  f in ished in the s ixth grade there were about

th ree  or  four  in  the  c lass- -hard ly  any  Mex icans  a t  a l l .

There  weren ' t  even any  B lacks  a t  Bea l l?

No,  oh ,no l  B lacks  a t  tha t  t ime had to  go  to  Doug las  Schoo l ,  wh ich  was across

the  cana l  f rom where  I  l i ved .  But  even i f  they  l i ved  fa r  away,  they  s t i l l  had

to  come to  Doug las .  I  mean,  I  was  about  two b locks ,  a  b lock  and a  ha l f ,  f rom

Doug las ,  bu t  I  wasn ' t  a l lowed to  go  to  Doug las .  I  had to  go  f i ve  o r  s ix  b locks

to Beal l  School  f rom where I  l ived because that was the school  for  us Mexicans.

B lacks  were  segregated  a t  tha t  t ime.  They  cou ldn ' t  even ge t  on  the  s t ree t  car .

They had a s ign that they were supposed to go to the back. Even

in  res taurants  they  had s igns ,  "No co lo reds  a l lowed. "  The mov ies ,  they

cou ldn ' t  even go  to  a  mov ie .  And th is  was as  la te  as  the  f i f t ' i es ,  jn  the

1950 's ,  when they  weren ' t  a l lowed to  go  to  mov ies .

At  the  t ime you were  go ing  to  Bea l l  Schoo l ,  d id  you no t ice  a  lo t  o f  d isc r im ina-

t ion  f rom the  Mex ican-Amer ican aga ins t  the  B lack?

No, because Blacks l ived in our neighborhood and some of them were pret ty good

ne ighbors ,  and we l i ked  them.  They  were  peacefu l .  They  were  very  re l ig ious ,

some o f  them.  They  used to  s ing  on  Sunday;  you known p lay  the  p iano,  and s ing

on Sunday af ternoons.

f^ lere there any interest ing events or incidents that  stand out in elementary

schoo l  ?

AV:

EV:
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EV:  I , le l l ,  no t  tha t  I  can  remember .  Noth ing ,  because a l l  we d id  was

tha t  was  i t .  The on ly  th ing ,  i f  we were  la te ,  we were  pun ished.

wou ld  r ing  and we had to  s ta r t  runn jng  or  e lse ;  i f  we go t  there

teacher  wou ld  ge t  a  ru le r  and ho ld  our  hand and jus t  whack  i t  as

she  cou ld ,  and  i t  s tung  l i ke  f i re .

AV: Were there any Mexican-American teachers in Beal l?

EV: Nol  Uh-uh. A11 the teachers were Ang' lo.  No Mex' ican teachers at

were al l  women teachers.

AV:  How about  in  h igh  schoo l?  Were  there  any  ' in te res t ing  events?

EV: No. The only th ing I  can remember that  was interest ing was they

queen fo r  the  foo tba l l  team and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t ,  bu t  as  Mex jcans

back  and we d idn ' t  par t i c ipa te  in  any  o f  those events .  To  th is

at tended games or th ings of  that  sort .

7

jus t  go  to  schoo l ,

The be l l

l a te ,  the

hard as

al I .  They

el ected a

we jus t  he ld

day, we never

AV: How about at  the El  Paso Community Col lege?

EV: 0h: That was something di f ferent.  There was more act iv i ty;  you fel t  more

free to come and go and do things, speak out.

What were the dat ing patterns among your peers? Did your f r iends use to date

a  lo t?

I , le l l ,  no t  open ly .  We wou ldn ' t  da te  open ' l y .  Most  o f  our  da t ing  was done by

le t te r  wr i t i ng  and  by  no tes ,  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t ,  because ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,our  paren ts

were  s t r i c t .  They  wou ldn ' t  a l low us  to  go  on  da tes .  So we grew up jus t  be ing

very  c lose .  We had to  be  in  the  house by  dark  and no  go ing  ou t  a t  n igh t .

AV: How did you spend a typical  Saturday?

EV:  Wel l ,  as  a  young adu l t ,  I  had  to  do  the  housec lean ing  on  Saturday- -do  the

house chores .  That  was about  i t .

You  d idn ' t  go  v i s i t  your  f r i ends  o r  any th ing?
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EV:  No.  No,  tha t  was  on  Sunday.  My g i r l f r iends  wou ld  come over  on  Sunday and v is i t

fo ra .wh i le ,  o r  I  was  a l lowed to  go ,  bu t  i t  had  to  be  in  the  a f te rnoon ear ly

and I had to be home ear' ly.

AV:  What  e lse  wou ld  you do  on  a  Sunday?

EV:  0n  a  Sunday,  we wou ld  p robab ly  go  to  Wash ing ton  Park ,  wh ich  was about  ten  or

f i f teen  b locks  away.  t ^ le  wou ld  wa lk  a l l  a long the  edge o f  the  cana l  and jus t

wa lk  a round the  park .  Somet imes we wou ld  go  ska t ing .  They  used to  have

skat ing  there  a  long t ime ago a t  Wash ing ton  Park .

AV:  So tha t  was  par t  o f  your  soc ia l  ac t i v i t ies?  Skat jng  and what  e lse?

EV:  Somet imes we wou ld  go  to  the  zoo and watch  the  an jmals .  Jus t  wa lk  a round the

park.  Way back, years ago, they used to have a pond of  water and they used to

have boats ,  and we wou ld  ren t  those boats ,  Vou know,  beh ind  the  swimming poo1.

They don' t  have a swimming pool  there anymore but they used to have a pond of

water there,  and they would

was fun .

AV:  D id  you be long to  any  c lubs

EV:  Yeah,  we be longed to  a  chur "ch

was when I  was a teenager.

have any  soc ia l  c lubs .  Not

know,  tha t  d id  i t .

rent  boats and we woul d paddl  e the boats.  That

or  any  k ind  o f

o rgan i  za t ion

But that  was a

be ing  a l  lowed

church  group?

ca l led  the  Daughters

church  organ iza t ion ;

to go to meetj ngs at

of  Mary.  That

we d idn ' t

n igh t ,  Vou

You sa id  tha t  you  once went  to  a  bazaar ,  w i th  mus ic  and a l l ;  and  s ince  your

dat ' ing  pa t te rns  were  usua l ly  done on  the  s1y  isn ' t  tha t  where  you cou ld  a l l

meet together?

Yeah,  boys  and g i r l s  f rom the  ne ighborhood.  They  wou ld  ho ld  bazaars  a t  the

church and they would have musjc and games and food,and that 's where everybody

met .  But  the  parents  a lso  a t tended and they  wou ld  more  or  less  be  chaperon ing

so tha t  i f  anybody go t  ou t  o f  l ine  and was seen wa lk ing  around w i th  a  boy ,  her
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parents would know because somebody would always tel l .  The churcheswould hold

bazaars and the music ians used to play.  They used to have a stand r ight  in

the  midd le  o f  the  area  and they  wou ld  p lay  mus ic ,  the  mar iach i  mus ' i c ,  and

young boys who had their  g i r ' l f r iends there would dedicate songs to them.

And s ince  they  were  no t  a l lowed to  be  together ,  the  g i r l s  wou ld  wa lk ' in  a

circ le around that stand where the music $ras playing and the boys would

s tand on  the  ou ts ide  o f  the  c i rc le ,  and more  or  less ,  when the  g i r l s  passed

by, they would probab' ly give them a gardenia or they would dedicate songs to

them,  you know.  The mar iach is  wou ld  p lay  tunes  ded ica ted  to  a  par t i cu la r

g i r l ;  you  know,  a  par t i cu la r  boy  wou ld  ded ica te  a  song to  a  g i r l  tha t  he  l i ked .

The  g i r l s  wou ld  go  a round  in  a  c i r c le?

Yeah,  two or  th ree  g i r l s  wou ld  wa lk  a rm in  a rm around the  s tand,  and there

was a  long process ion  o f  g i r l s  wa lk ing  around the  s tand;  i t  was  c rowded.

There  were  a  lo t  o f  g i r l s  f rom a l l  a round the  ne ighborhood,  a round the  Church

at  Guard ian  Ange l .  And then the  boys  wou ld  s tand on  the  ou ts ide  o f  tha t

l i ne  and  jus t  wa tch  the  g i r l s  as  they  wa lked  by ,  and  laugh , ,and  smi le ,  and

AV:

EV:

whatever .

AV: And to their  favor i te one they wou' ld g ' ive a gardenia?

EV:  They  wou ld  g ive  a  garden ia ,  and some o f  them wou ld  even ded ica te  songs .

They  wou ld  pay  the  mus ic ians  to  p lay  a  tune fo r  tha t  par t i cu la r  g i r1 ,  and

they  wou ld  announce i t  on  the  mjc rophone,  "Ded ica ted  to  so  and so . "

AV:  What  e lse  was there?

EV:  We l l ,  somet imes  in  the  aud i to r ium,  in  the  schoo l ,  they  wou ld  have  p lays .

Cer ta in  o rgan iza t ions  f rom the  church  wou ld  have p1ays ,  and a  lo t  o f  peop le

f rom the  ne ighborhood wsu ld  go- to . those p lays .and en joy  them very  much because

they would have dance numbers and song members.  The part  that  was not very

interest ing was when somebody came out and started reci t ing a poem about some
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pat r io t i c  th ing ,  i t  was  k ind  o f  du ' l ' l  .  Bu t  then a  dance number  wou ld  come out ,

a song, and then that would be very ' interest ing.

AV:  D id  you have any  recrea t iona l  ac t i v i t ies?

EV:  No,  there  were  no  recrea t iona l  ac t i v i t ies ,  no  games.  I  don ' t  th ink  we even

10

AV:

EV:

AV:

EV:

had b ingo a t  tha t  t ime.

Did you go to the movies?

No,  no t  rea l l y .  I f  we went  to  the  mov ies ,  i t  was  on  a  Sunday a f te rnoon;

but very ranely because, you know, who had money to go to the movies?

Could you tel l  me about the jobs you have had?

The jobs  tha t  I ' ve  had . . .  We l l ,  when  I  was  a  young  teenager ,  I  wou ld  work

babys i t t ing  fo r  Ang lo  peop le ,  tak ing  care  o f  the  bab ies  and I  wou ld  ge t

paid about two dol larrs a r ,Jeek, working f ive days of  the week. So, that  was

the  ex ten t  o f  ou r  jobs ,  because  we cou ldn ' t  ge t  j obs  in  o f f i ces  o r . . . you

know,  tha t  was  d isc r im ia t ion .  H i jo ,  I  don ' t  know ' i f  I . . .when  I  was  abou t

17 years old I  was asked to go to th is job.  A f r jend of  mine recommended me

to th is fami ly i  ' i t  was a mother who had a young boy. He was one and hal f

years  o ld  and I  took  care  o f  h im fo r  two years .  As  he  grew up,  I  wou ld

occas iona l l y  see  h im and today  th is  young boy  is  Doc tor  N ickey .  I  hope i t

doesn ' t . . .we l l ,  I  j us t  hope  i t  doesn ' t  ge t  ou t . .  He  doesn ' t  know tha t  I

took care of  h im when he was a baby. He is a very good doctor now, a

ped' iatr i  c j  an here i  n El  Paso "

Is  tha t  h is  name,  Dr .  N ickey?

Dr.  Lawrence N"ickey.

What  o ther  jobs  d id  you ho ld  down?

We11,  as  I  g rew o lden,  when I  was  about  22-23 ,  I  went  to  work  in  a  pants

factory earning $6 a week, graduat ing to $. |5 a week by the t ime I  had been

there 7 years.  And then, f rom there,  I  went to work at  the Popular in the

AV:

EV:

AV:

EV:
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of f ice.  By that t ime WWII had come and there was a demand for people to

work.  And so I  went to work at  the Popular for  $15 a week, and I  stayed there

for one year,  then I  went to Fort  Bl  iss.  I  got  a very good job there

work ing  in  the  Med ' ica l  Supp ' l y  Of f i ce .

AV: That was at  Beaumont?

EV: At Beaumont,  Beaumont Hospi ta l .  And then I  worked there for  about two or

th ree  years  un t i l  I  go t  mar r ied  and then I  qu i t ,  s tayed home,  ra ised  a  fami ' l y .

AV:  What  k jnd  o f  job  d id  you have dur ing  Wor ld  l ^Jar  I I ,  bes ides  work ing  a t  Beaumont?

EV: That was the only job that I  held dur ing t , ' l |^ l l I ,  at  Beaumont,  because I  qu' i t

in  
. |945,  

and WhI I I  ended in  1945.  But  a f te r  work ing  a t  the  pants  fac to ry ,

I  qu i t ,  and then went  to  work  a t  For t  B l i ss  as  a  seamst ress ,  and tha t  was

dur ing  the  war  and there  y ras  a  lo t  o f  work .  A  lo t  o f  i t  was  jus t  heavy

work.  I  on' ly stayed there about s ix months because the work was too heavy.

AV: |. las there a quota that you had to meet?

EV: Not there.  The quota that  I  had to meet was at  the pants factory.  We had

to  make a  quota  o f  100,000 pants  a  day ,  and so  i t  kep t  you  pre t ty  busy .  i :

So  j f  we d jdn ' t  make the  quota ,  we were  ou t  o f  a  iob  because the  boss  demanded

tha t  we make tha t  quota  or  e lse  we were  f i red .  But  a  lo t  o f  us  ius t  had to

work fast ,  f rom the t jme we went ' in to the t ime we qui t ,  no rest .

AV:  But  a t  For t  B l i ss  you had no  quotas ,  you  worked a t  your  own speed?

EV: We worked at  our own speed and there was no quota.  l , le didn' t  have to hurry.

But the work was heavy because some of the sewing that we had to do was on

ten ts  and they  were  heavy .  And so ,  a f te r  a  wh j le ,we qu i t .

AV: You worked as a farm worker,  r ight?

EV:  Yes .  That  was in  
. |964 

when work  was very  scarce  here ' in  E l  Paso.  By  tha t

t ime a l l  o f  the  k ids  were ' in  the i r  teenage years  and t jmes were  hard ,  so  I

decided that we would have to do someth' ing in the summert jme when school  was
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out  to  he lp  w i th  expenses .  So we p lanned to  go  to  the  f ie lds  in  Ca l i fo rn ia

and do some p' icking out there.  So when June came around we loaded the car

w i th  a l l  our  goods ,  equ ipment ,and we took  o f f  to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  The on ly  th ing

is,  we decided that your father should stay at  home and take care of  the house

whi le  we were  gone.  So we s ta r ted  our  t r ip  in  the  d i rec t ion  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia

and we were  go ing  to  see what  we cou ld  do  in  the  fa rms as  fa r  as  p ick ing .

So we traveled to Cal i fornia and went past Bakersf ie ld and we kept looking

for  s igns  tha t  wou ld  te l l  us  tha t  workers  were  needed in  the  agr icu l tu re .

nnO so when we qot to San Jos6 we went to th is address that we had wri t ten

down from one of  those signs on the highway. And when we got there i t  was

about  4  o 'c lock  and I  was  a  l i t t le  wom' ied  because we had to  f ind  a  p ' lace  to

stay that  night.  The man there at  the of f ice t r ied to f ind a farmer that

wou ld  take  us  in .  And he  ca l led  one up  and wh i le  he  was ta lk ing  on  the

telephone I  saw him looking towards rJS, me and my four teenagers and I  heard

h im say  someth ing  tha t  sounded l i ke ,  "Yeah,  they  look  pre t ty  c lean. "  I

guess  he  was ius t  s iz ing  us  up  to  see what  k ind  o f  peop le  we were ,and so  I

was  a  l i t t le  se1 f -consc ious ,  wonder ing  what  k ind  o f  fa rmer  was go ing  to

hire us.  Hhen we got to the farm, i t  turned out to be a Japanese farmer that

needed peop le  to  p ick  h is  ber r ies ,  and so  he  le t  us  s tay  there .  He gave up

a room where we could stay there and he told us that  we could have ki tchen

fac i l ' i t i es ,  bu t  tha t  we wou ld  have to  be  up  and work ing  by  7 :00  in  the

morn i  ng .

AV:  Cou ld  you descr ibe  your  l i v ing  cond i t ions  there?

EV:  Yes ,  i t  was  a  two-s to ry  bu i ld ing .  I t  was  made out  o f  wood;  i t  was  l i ke  a

shed.  I t  wasn ' t  very  n ice  bu t  a t  leas t  there  were  a  lo t  o f  Army co ts  there

where we could s1eep. But I  more or less had to c lean them up before I

could use them because I  was afraid;  I  d idn' t  know who had used them before.
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AV:

EV:

AV:

EV:
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AV:

EV:

AV:

EV:

They looked k ind  o f  d i r ty .  When I  went  to  f i x  supper '  I  had  to  sc rub '

wash everything there.  The stove was messy, the table was d' i r ty.  I  had

my own pots  and pans ,  so  I  used mine.  But  he  gave us  k i tchen fac i l j t i es

which were downstairs,  and so by 6:00 we had to get up and eat breakfast

and then be  ou t  in  the  f ie lds .

Were  there  any  o ther  peop le  l i v ing  there?

Yeah, there was just  one other guy from Mexico. He was a wetback. He was

staying downstairs and he was workjng there at  the t ime that we got there.

He got to be very f r iendly wi th us.  He was a nice guy.

f, lhere were the toi I et faci I i  t i  es?

The to i le t  fac i l i t ' i es  were  separa te .  They  were  k ind  o f  in  a  shed and

there was no door,  no pr ivacy.  I t  was kind of  embarrassing to go in there

because every th ing  v las  open,  and so  we more  or  less  had to  s tand ou ts ide

and see that nobody else came in wh' i le we were tak ' ing a shower.

I t  was apart  f rom the barracks?

Apart  f rom the two-story bui ld ' ing,  shed.

How many hours did you work dur ing the day?

We had to  work  fo rm 7 :00  in  the  morn ing  un t i l  5 :00 .  And we were  pa id  by

what we picked, not by the hour.  So sometimes, i f  the berr ies were good,

we wou ld  p ick  about  $20 a  day ;  o therw ise ' i t  wou ld  be  $" |0 ,  $ . |2  a  day .  We

would  p ick  the  ber r ies  and pu t  them in  a  can tha t  we had to  t je  a round our

wi ist .  We had to t je two cans to ouiwai i t .  when th 'ose two cans were f lut l ,  we

had to  wa lk  to  a  l i t t le  car t  where  the  mother  o f  the  Japanese man,  the

owner,  would weigh the berr ies and pay us according to what we made.

How long d id  you s tay  there?

We stayed there about three weeks. After that ,  the work started peter ing

out ;  there  were  hard ly  any  ber r ies  to  p ick .  And so  my o ldes t  son  go t  t i red

AV:

EV:
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of  be ing  there ,  o f  p ick ing ,  so  we dec ided to  move ou t .  A f te r  we moved ou t ,

we were looking for an apartment or a house to rent,  but  nobody would rent

to us because there were f ive of  us,  and so, we had to go to a motel  where

they  le t  us  s tay .

AV: Back at  that  farm, did you work on Sundays, too?

EV: Yes, oh, yes.  l . le had to work every day. I  remember the f i rst  Sunday I

to ld  the  boss  tha t  we wou ld  be  go ing  to  church  and we wou ld  be  gone.  He sa id

"0h ,  no .  You have to  work  Sunday,  too .  You s ta r t  a t  7100" .  I  i ke  any  o ther

day . "  So we had to  go  to  s ix  o 'c lock  mass  in  o rder  to  come back  and ea t

breakfast  and then go p' ick again.  So working seven days a week kind of  got

to us,  and so af ter  three weeks we decided to just  move out and go f ind work

on our  own.

AV: What other job did you get?

EV: We npved out and we found a place ' in a motel  ,  an apartment in a motel  .  We

moved out at  around noon and by two o'c lock I  took my oldest son to an employ-

ment  o f f i ce  where  he  app l ied  fo r  a  job .  And he  was 1ucky ,  he  go t  a  iob  r igh t

away. He was sent to a servjce stat ' ion to pump gas. And I  thought the boss

was jus t  go ing  to  in te rv iew h im about  the  iob ,  bu t  we wa i ted  fo r  h im and when

he came out he already had a uni form on; he was start ' ing work r ight  away.

t4

AV:  Was th is  in  San Jos6?

EV:  Th js  was ' in  San Jos6,  yeah.

AV: And what about the rest  of  you?

EV: The rest  of  us went back to the apartment and then

took my oldest son to the service stat ion,  we went

the agr icul ture of f ice;  and from there they sent us

we could go. I  th ink we went to a p ' lace whene they

the next morni [9,  af ter  I

aga in  back  to  the  o f f i ce ,

to another farm where

were  p ick ing  on ions  and

those gave out"  And thentha t ' s  wha t  we  d jd  fo r  a  wh i le - -p ick  on ions- -un t ' i l
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af ter  that  we went  to  another  farm and p icked st r ingbeans.  And af ter  that

we  wen t  t o  a  p lace  where  they  were . . . no t  p i ck ing  the  ap r i co ts ,  bu t  we  had  to

cut  them open and lay them on boards because they were going to  be dr ied up,

and we worked there for  a  whi le .

AV :  So ,  a l l  i n  a l l ,  how  much  t ime  d id  you  spend  ou t  t he re  j n  Ca l ' i f o rn ' i a?

EV: l . le  s tayed out  there two months,  just  work ing d i f ferent  p laces.  And when we

came back we had I guess about two hundred dol I  ars that we had made after

pay ing  a1 l  expenses - - ren t ,  f ood ,  and  eve ry th ing .

AV:  Did anyth ing happen on the way back?

EV: 0n the way back,  we were coming back to  Los Angeles because we wanted to  v is i t

my  s i s te r  t he re .  My  o ldes t  son ,  seven teen ,  was  d r i v i ng  the  ca r ,  I t  was

the peak hour  of  t ra f f ic  on the f reeway.  And th is  car  t .1as get t ing on

to the f reeway,and my son,  jn  order  to  avoid h i t t ' ing that  o ld  man,  he

swerved ' i n to  the  l e f t  l ane  and  h i t  a  b rand  new ca r  on  the  s ide .  And  he  d id

some pret ty  bad damage to the car .  And so the dr iver  to ld  us to  get  o f f  the

f reeway,  po int ing a f inger  for  us to  get  o f f  the f reeway.  We d id and we

ta l ked  to  h im  and  we  to ld  h ' im  tha t  we  had  j us t  come back  f rom p i ck ing  and

tha t  we  d idn ' t  have  much  bu t  t ha t  we  wou ld  pay  fo r  t he  damage  to  h i s  ca r .  So

he gave us the name of  h is  insurance company in  San Fernando,  and the next

day we went to the off ice and v're arranged to make payments for the damage.

They ' l e t  us  go .  They  d idn ' t  p ress  any  cha rges  o r  any th ing .  And  so ,  I  p rom ised

them tha t  w i th in  a  mon th  I  wou ld  pay  them the . . . I  t h ink  they  asked  fo r  a

hundred dol lars  damages,  because I  to ld  them that  as soon as I  got  back home I

would pay them. Af ter  a  month 's  t ime I  sent  back a check for  the amount

and  they  wro te  me  a  ve ry  n i ce  l e t t e r  t hank ing  me .  We l l ,  a  yea r  passed  a f te r

that  ' inc ident  and then I  got  a  le t ter  f rom that  man that  we had had the

acc iden t  w i th  and  he  had  sen t  back  the  check  fo r  a  hundred  do l l a rs ,  wh ich  was

the to ta l  o f  the damages that  we had done,and he sa id that  he was able to

l 5



VEGA t6

arrange with his insurance company to pay him and that he was sending back

our money, and he was very thankful .

Th is  was an  Ang lo  man?

Yeah,  he  was an  Ang lo  man.  He was a  bus inessman.  He was some o f f i cer  in

a bank, but he was a very nice man. He thanked us and he told us that  we

needn' t  worry any more about the accjdent.

AV:

EV:

AV:  So when you came back  home,  d id  your  husband f ina l l y  have a  job?

EV:  No,  my husband was s t i l l  ou t  o f  a  job  and i t  was  very  depress ing  to  come

back  and  f ind  the  s i tua t ion  tha t  was  s t i11 . . . you  know,  no  hope l  Here  you  a l l

were  go ing  to  s ta r t  schoo l  aga in  and we were  pay ' ing  tu i t ion  a t  tha t  t ime

because you were going to Cathedral .  l^ le had to pay tu ' i t ion there;  we had

to  pay  tu i t jon  fo r  the  younger  ones  a t  Guard jan  Ange1.  So I  dec ided tha t  I

was going to do something, not just  stay at  home. So I  went to the employment

o f f i ce  and to ld  the  man there  who was in te rv ' iew ing  me,  I  sa id ,  "Look ,  I  have

to  work .  E i ther  you f ind  a  job  fo r  me or  g ive  some type o f  t ra in ing ,  o r

someth ' ing . "  Usua l ly  I  was  k ind  o f  qu ' ie t  and d idn ' t  speak  up ,  bu t  th is  t ime

I was desperate.  So I  to ' ld him that I  needed some type of  t ra in ing, that  I

cou ld  work  a t .  I  was  a l ready  o ld  and I  cou ldn ' t  do  heavy  work ,  because he

told me that al l  they had was motel  work,  c leaning up rooms and mopp' ing,  and

heavy work.  So I  asked him i f  there was any type of  t ra in ' ing that I  could

ge t  in to .  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  we  have  the  nurse 's  a ide  t ra in ing  here .  I f  you

want  i t ,  we '11  g ive  i t  to  you,  bu t  you  have to  pass  a  tes t . "  So tha t  was

when they told me that they would give the test  on Thursdays, for  me to

come back and take the test .  So I  came back, took the test ,  and passed i t .

And when I  was  wa j t ing  there  to  be  ca l led  to  te l l  me the  resu l ts  o f  the  tes t ,



VEGA 17

they ca l led me and then they sa id,  "You made a very good grade on that  test .

Wou ld  you  l i ke  t o  t r y  t o  t ake  t he  LVN tes t  and  see  i f  you ' I l  pass  i t ?  I t ' l l

be  be t te r  f o r  you . "  So  I  sa id ,  "Su re . "  So  tha t  was  ano the r  day  tha t  I  had

to  come back  fo r  t he  o the r  t es t ,  and  I  a l so  passed  i t .  Bu t  I  wen t  ahead  and

took  the  nu rse ' s  a id  t ra in ing  and  when  I  f i n i shed  i t ,  I  s ta r ted  work ing  a t

Ho te l  D ieu .  Tha t ' s  where  I  t ook  the  t ra in ' i ng .  And  so  a f te r  a  yea r  o f  wo rk ing

as  a  nu rse ' s  a id ,  I  qu i t  t o  t ake  the  LVN fo r  wh ich  I  had  a l ready  taken  the

test .  But  then when I  reg is tered for  the LVN t ra in ing,  they to ld  me I  had to

have a h igh school  educat ion or  pass the GED test .  So I  went  to  take the GED

and  passed  i t ,  and  then  I  s ta r ted  my  LVN t ra in ing - -a  who le  yea r  o f  t r a in ing .

Then  I  wo rked  as  an  LVN fo r  abou t  s i x  yea rs  i n  d i f f e ren t  hosp i ta l s  and  f i na ] ' l y

I  dec ided and wanted to  go on to  the RN t ra in ing.  By that  t ' ime,  Communi ty

Co ' l l ege  had  s ta r ted  he re  i n  E l  Paso , . | 97 . | ,  and  I  f j r s t  s ta r ted  tak ing  cou rses

a t  Commun i t y  Co l ' l ege  and  then  i n  1972  I  s ta r ted  the  RN t ra in ing  and  I  f i n j shed

i t  i n  1975 .

AV:  How old were you when you got  your  RN degree?

EV: I  was s ix ty .  I  s tar ted when I  was f i f ty -seven.

AV:  Le t ' s  go  back  i n  t ime .  You  were  abou t  f ou r  yea rs  o ld  when  the re  was  an  ou t -

b reak  o f  t he  Span ish  f l u .  Do  you  remember  any th ing  abou t  i t ?

The Span ish  f lu .  Wel l ,  I  was  four  years  o ld  so  na tura l l y  I  don ' t  remember

anything except what was told by mytparents as I  grew up. I  th" ink my father

had i t  and he  was very  s ick  w i th ' i t  fo r  a  long t ime.  I  th ink  he  near " ly  went

ou t  o f  h i s  m ind .  He  was  sor t  o f  l j ke  in  a  coma,  he  was  so  s jck .  I  th ink

i t  was  around l917 tha t  tha t  happened.  I t  was  a  te r r ib le  th ing .  I t  was  a l l

over  the  Sta tes .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  d ied  f rom i t .

How about  pnoh ib i t ion?  t^ lha t  impact  d id  Proh ib i t ion  have on  your  f i fe  and

your fami ly?

In  Proh ib i t i on  days ,  j t  j us t  meant  tha t  no  l i quor  cou ld  be  so ld  here  in  the
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Sta tes  and so  there  was a  lo t  o f  smugg l ing  done f rom Judrez  in to  E l  Paso.

And a lso  a t  tha t  t ime a  lo t  o f  peop le  wou ld  make the i r  own beer  jn  the ' i r

homps- But i f  they were caught by the of f icers,  immediately that  beer was

taken out in big boxes and tubs and broken outside. t^ le could see the of f icers

th rowing  them on to  a  p i le  o f  rocks  and break ing  them.  And tha t  beer  wou ld

be  f low ing  ou t ' i n to  the  s t ree t  l j ke  a  r i ve r .

AV:  D id  your  paren ts  make i t?

EV:  Yes .  We used  to  he lp  as  k ids .  We used  to  he lp  pu t  the  s toper  on  the . . .

' , l l le used to have a k ind of  machjne with a handle on i t  and we would put the

bo t t le  under  i t  and  pu t  the  l i t t l e  cap  and  he lp  s top  i t .  I  don ' t  know i f

we did such a good job because sometimes those bott les would start  popping

and break ing  and we wou ld  have beer  a l l  over  the  f loor .

AV:  What  e lse  can you te l l  me about  Proh ib i t ion?

EV:  We11,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  the re  was  a  lo t  o f  smugg l ing  and  dur ing  the  n igh t  we  cou ld

hear  the  smugg lers .  When i t  was  dark ,  jus t  be fore  dawn,  a round f i ve  o 'c lock

jn  the  morn ing ,  we cou ld  hear  them runn ' ing  pas t  our  doors .  You know,  doors

were  r igh t  on  the  edge o f  the  r i ver .  And we cou ld  hear  them runn ing  w i th  tha t

can  on  the i r  backs  and  we cou ld  hear  the  sw ish  o f  the  l i qu ' id ,  the  a lcoho l '

whatever i t  was that they had on. i t  was those ten ga11on square cans they

used to  have a  long t ime ago.  Jus t  be fore  the  guys  wou ld  c ross  the  r i ver

w i th  the i r  l iquor ,  they  had s taked ou t  a  lookout  tha t  wou ld  g ive  them a

s igna l .  Th is  guy  wou ld  make  k ind  o f  a  wh is t le  and ,  we l1 ,  i t  sounded  rea l  1ong .

Three t imes he  wou ld  do  i t ,  you  know,  and so  a f te r  a  wh i le  we wou ld  hear  the

guy  runn ing  w i th  the  can  on  h ' i s  back .  And ' i f  he  was  1ucky ,  he  wasn ' t  caugh t ;

but somet imes they would get caught.  And there were t imes when they would

jump over our fence and run through our back yard.  0r  somet imes the of f icdrs

would come knocking on our doors and ask j f  we had seen anybody. 0f  course,
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AV:

EV:

we wou ld  deny  i t ;  we hadn ' t  seen anybody.  So,  tha t  was  the  exc i t ing  th " ing

about i t .  There was one t ime when we had a sher i f f ;  he was Mr.  Chr is P. Fox,

and he  was a  sher i f f  way  back  then in  those days ,  in  Proh ib i t ' i on  days .  We

had some d is tan t  re la t i ves  who used to  smugg le  l iquor  and they  used to  s to re

i t  in  the i r  house.  And so  one t jme the  sher j f f  was  t ipped o f f  tha t  th ' i s

fami ly  was go ' ing  to  b r ing  in  some l iquor .  And so  they  dec ' ided to  h ' ide  beh ind

the  house in  the  a l ley  where  there  was a  ch icken coop.  So they  h id  in  the

chicken coop to watch the house. This was about midnight when they heard

the  smugg lers  coming in  w i th  the i r  l iquor .  And so  jus t  as  they  s ta r ted  to

crawl out of  the chicken coop, one of  the of f icers knocked down a pole

where  the  ch ickens  were  roos t ing ,  and so  tha t  s ta r ted  a  b ig  fuss  w i th  the

ch ickens ,  Vou know,  so  there  they  were  spraw ' l ing  a ' l l  over  the  ground '  t ry ing

to get up and run. By that t ime the smugglers took of f .  When they heard

the  racket ,  the  ch ickens ,  they  took  o f f .

That  was  Chr is  P .  Fox?

That  was the  s to ry  tha t  Mr .  Chr is  P .  Fox  to ld  over  the  rad jo .  He used to

have  a  ta l k  in  the  morn jng ,  Mr .  E l  Paso .  Tha t ' s  wha t  he 's  ca l led .

But  therre must  have been other  smugglers.  Couldn ' t  Mr .  Fox have been at

some other  house?

No,  because  i t  gave  the  add ress  o f  t he . . - t he  a rea '  we  knew where  they  i j ved '

t r l e  used  to  v i s i t  t hem.  And  we  knew wha t  t hey  were  do ing ,  smugg l i ng  f i quo r .

Cou ld  you  te ' l l  me  someth ing  abou t  t he  Depress ion  e ra ,  how you  wen t  t h rough  i t ?

Yes .  Dur ing  the  Depress ion ,  t hose  were  ve ry  sad  days  because  a  l o t  o f  peop le

AV: And you knew who they were talk jng about?

EV:  I  knew a t  the  t ime tha t  he  was te l l ing  the  s to ry  over  the  rad io  who i t  was

because those people were our:  d istant relat ives,  you know;,  we knew that they

were  smugg lens i  we knew tha t  they  so ld  l iquor .

AV:

EV:
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AV:

EV:

AV:

EV:

AV:

lost  their  money, lost  their  jobs.  Many were hungry and those were very bad

days-  i  can ' t  even descr ibe- - .peop le  were  so  poor '  they  jus t  d idn ' t  have

any food to eat.  In fact ,  we had a cousin of  my father 's who was lef t  a

w idow a t  the  t ime and she had to  work  to  suppor t  her  k jds .  She d ' idn ' t  have

anything to eat and her"e she was working. She was working and she contracted

TB.  A t  tha t  t ime a  lo t  o f  peop le  had TB in  those t imes in  E l  Paso.  And so

she died from lack of  food. l^ Ie t r ied to help them as much as we could but

they were bad times for everybody.

l , ' lhere were you staying at  th is t ime?

i  was with my grandmother at  that  t ime.

What would your grandmother do?

My grandmother  wou ld  he lp  them out  w i th  food.  Somet imes,  i f  the  tenants

cou ldn ' t  pay  her  the  ren t ,  she 'd  jus t  le t  them l i ve  there  un t j ' l  they  cou ld  pay .

Is that  how your grandmother went through the Depression, by holding down

those tenants ,  tenaments ,  o r  d jd  she ho ld  down a  job?

EV: No, my grandmother never worked. She just  stayed at  home. But see, she

wou ld  pu t  her  money ' in  the  bank  a t  tha t  t ime,  and when the  Depress ion  came,

that was when the banks went broke and she lost  her money, so she never t rusted

the banks anymore. She would just  keep her money at  home. She was very

"sav ing . "  She wou ldn ' t  spend any  money.

In i^ l | , l l l ,  what were you doing when you heard the news about the bombing of

Pear l  Harbor?

0h,  the  7 th  o f  December .  That  was a  te r r ib le  day .  There  was th is  lady  tha t

was v ' is i t ing us f rom the neighborhood when the news came over the rad' io and

she  heard ' i t .  Her  husband  was  in  the  se rv ice .  He  was  a  so ld ie r  a t  For t  B l i ss .

Immedjately she started cry ' ing and scream' ing about the war because that was

what the rad' io was saying, that  the Japanese had bombed Pear l .  Harbor.  And so
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AV:

EV:

I  wal  ked her back to her house (she was so nervous and sad that I  wal  ked

her  back) ;  i t  was  about  f i ve  b locks  f rom us ,  and I  cou ld  see a  lo t  o f  peop le

wa lk ing  the  s t ree ts .  A t  those t imes,  i f  there  were  any  news,  they  le t  ou t

a  newspaper .  [ ^ le  used to  ca l l  j t  "Ex t ras . "  And the  k ids  wou ld  be  runn ing

up and down the  s t ree ts ,  "Ex t ra ,  Ex t ra , "  you  know,  w i th  the  newspaper .  Peop ' le

were buying up the extras,  you know, reading the news about the war.  I t  was

a very sad day.

Did al ' l  your brothers go to war?

Yes. Al l  my brothers went to war.  Four of  them that were old enough to

go went.  The youngest one wasntt  o ld enough. And one of  them had to go to

Guam and he  was k i l led  there  by  the  Japanese.  He was jus t  twenty  years  o1d.

What does the Chicano l4ovement mean to you?

The Ch icano Movement ,  we l1 ,  j t  doesn ' t  mean any th ing  spec ia l  because in  my

t ime "Ch icano"  meant  the  same as  "Mei ' i cano l "  i t  was  ius t  a  race .  Me j icano.

Ch jcano .  I t  doesn ' t  have  the  same s ign i f i cance  tha t  i t ' s  g i ven  now.  Peop le

are  more  consc ious  now o f  our  race  and,  in  our  t ime,  we dared no t  say . . .we11,

we were ashamed to say we were Mexican. Some Mexicans would say that they

were  Span ish .  They  wou ldn ' t  say  Mex ican.

AV:

EV:

AV: l , lhy do you th ' ink they would do that?

EV:  Because they would be looked down upon.  Peop' le  who were Mexican would be

looked down upon,  as not  be ing good enough.  So we were se l f -consc ious.  |^Je

always s tayed in  the background.  We never  went  to  p ' laces where we knew that

we  wou ldn ' t  be  we lcomed .

AV:  So,  do you bel ieve that  the Chicano Movement  was good for  the Mexican people?

EV:  I  t h ink  i t  i s  i n  a  way .  The  on l y  th ' i ng  tha t  i s  no t  good  iS  these  d i sp lays

of  anger  and a l l  these marches and stuf f  that  they do now when they get  upset

and angrY.
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AV: Are you refem' ing to  the Brown Berets?

EV:  I  am re fe r r i ng  to  Mex ican  peop le .  I  don ' t  know. . . i s  i t  B rown  Bere ts?

AV:  h le l l ,  l i ke  the  young  rad i ca l s .  I s  t ha t  who  you  a re  ta l k ing  abou t?

EV :  Yeah ,  r ad i ca l  s .  Yes .

AV:  Bu t  don ' t  you  be l i eve  i t  has  b rough t  some change  in  the  way  the  Ch icano

is  t reated now?

EV:  Yes ,  bu t  there 's  s t i l l  more  tha t  needs  to  be  done because I  th ink  we are  s t i l l

be ing  d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t .

AV:  Bu t  you  donr t  th ink  i t  shou ld  be  done  th rough  v io lence ,  r igh t?

EV:  No t  th rough  v io lence ;  no ,  never .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  v io lence .

AV:  What  k ind  o f  impact  d ' id  the  peso deva lua f ion  have? There  were  severa l  de-

va lua t ions .  One jn  the  30 's ,  one  in '48 , '54 ,  and  the  la tes t  one  in '76 .

EV:  Wel1 ,  tha t  has  he lped the . . .us  because tha t  means we can_ buy  cheaper  goods

over  the re  jn  Judrez .  I t  has  no t  he lped  the  peop le ' i n  Mdx ico  and  I  be l ieve

thatrs one of  the reasons why we are having so many of  them coming over to

look  fo r  work  here .

AV: When was the f i rst  t ime that you voted?

EV:  I  vo ted . . .when I  g rew up and cou ld  a f fo rd  to  pay  the  fee .  See,  we used to

have to  pay  a  $ . | .75  in  o rder  to  be  ab le  to  vo te .

AV: Just the women had to pay?

EV:  Everybody.  Everybody.  But  s ince  Mex ican peop le  d idnr t  have any  iobs ,  l4ex ican

peop le  cou ldn ' t  vo te  because they  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  the  fee  tha t  was  charged.

AV:  What  year  was th is?

EV: I  don' t  remember the year.  But I  do remember that  there was a t ime when women

were  no t  a l lowed to  vo te ,  so  we d idn ' t  vo te .  But  then a f te rwards ,  they  a l lowed

women to vote,  and so those who could af ford to pay t f re $1.75 could vote.  But

22
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a  lo t  o f  Mex ican  peop le  were  poo r ,  cou ldn ' t  a f f o rd  i t ,  and  so  they  d idn ' t

vo te -  Now i t ' s  f ree  so  we  can  vo te ,  so  the re ' s  more  tu rnou t  o f  Mex ican  peop le .

Wha t  i s  t he  l eve l  o f  you r  po l i t i ca l  awareness?

I  am very much aware of  the impor tance of  vot ing and I  never  miss a chance to

vote for  whatever  issue comes up in  our  government .

These are general  quest ions now. When was the f j rst  t ime you heard the

word  "Ch icano"?

When I  was young. We used to hear the word Chicano, but j t  referred to a

person of  the Mexican race.

How old were you?

0h, I  must have been around ten or twelve.

And was the word Chicano used as a derogatory term?

Noo no i t  wasn ' t .  I t  was  sa jd  among Mex ' i can  peop le  and we cou ld  use  i t  as

neferr ing to Mexican people,  not  in a derogatory manner,  becauser you know,
. t

we $rere Mexicans.

What  r 's  your  op in ' ion about  the use of  the word now?

AV: How do you vote?

EV:  I  am a  Democra t  bu t  I  can  go  the  o ther  way i f . . . I  have to  we igh  one cand ' ida te

over  another  and make my cho jce .

AV:  Have you ever  been invo lved in  communi ty  o rgan iza t ions?

EV:  Yes ,  I  am invo lved w ' i th  the  church  organ iza t ion .  I  be long to  the  Leg ion  o f

Mary .  l ^ le  v js ' i t  hosp i ta ls ,  nurs ing  homes,  the  aged,  those who l i ve  a lone.

AV: How about in the community?

EV: In the community?

AV:  L ike  the  one  tha t  ' i s  to  keep  E1  Paso  c lean  o r . . .

EV:  No,  none o f  tha t .  None o f  tha t .  I  jus t  don ' t  have the  t ime.

AV:

EV;

AV:

EV:

AV:

EV:
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EV:  t ^ le1 l ,  my op ' in ion  about  the  use  o f  the  word  now,  Ch icano,  i t ' s  more  l i ke

we ' re  p roud o f  be ing  a  Mex ' i can .  I t  s t i l l  doesn ' t  mean any th ing  derogatory .

Now we can more or less not be ashamed to say---we ean be more opon about

what  we are  and no t  be  ashamed o f  i t  l i ke  i t  was  in  the  o ld  days .

AV: Since the beginning of  the Chicano i l lovement,  do you bel ieve that they have

done any  good in  mak ing  peop le  aware  o f  the  prob lems o f  the  Ch icano fo r ,  say ,

educa t i  on ?

EV:  Yes ,  I  th ink  so ,  espec ia l l y  w i th  young peop le .  I  th ink  they  are  more  aggress ive

in the way that they express their  needs. And I  th ink that  we are being heard--

more  about  what  we need as  fa r  as  educat ion  and r igh ts .

AV:  Do you th ink  they  have brought  ou t  any th ing  as  fa r  as  cu l tu re  i s  concerned?

EV:  He l l ,  yes ,  I  th ink  there  is  more  be ing  taught  about  what  the  Mex ican cu l tu re

is now, whereas before there uJasn' t  anything being done about i t .  But now

i t ' s  com' ing  ou t  and I  th jnk  i t ' s  good tha t  everyone is  aware  o f  what  the

Mex ican  cu l tu re  i s .

AV:  How about  in  soc ie ty ,  in  genera l?  Do you th ' ink  i t  has  brought  ou t  most  o f

the  prob lems,  then?

EV:  Soc ie ty  in  genera ' | .  We11,  the re 's  s t i l l  some a reas  where  d isc r im ina t ion  i s

s t i l l  be ing  prac t iced ,  and so  we need to  keep on  work jng  so  tha t  soc ie ty

w i l l  recogn ize  us  fo r  wha t  we  a re .  We a re  ius t  t r y ing  to  ge t . . . l i ke  Pres iden t

Car te r  says ,  he 's  fo r  human r igh tso  and so  Mex icans  are  human and there 's

no  reason why we shou ldn ' t  have any  r igh ts .

AV: Say a Brown Beret  came up to your door and was sol ic i t ing members to help

them in  the i r  cause,  wou ld  you jo in?

EV:  What  cause wou ld  tha t  be?

AV:  Cause fo r  the  Ch icano;  fo r  the  be t te rment  o f  the  Ch icano.

EV:  Yes ,  I  wou ld  he lp  in  whatever  way I  cou ld .

?4
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AV: A Brown Beret?

EV :  I  don ' t  know  wha t  a  B rown  Be re t  s t ands  f o r ,  bu t  I  don ' t  be l ' i e ve  i n . . . .

AV :  They  a re  supposed ly  rad i ca l s .

EV :  I , { e11 ,  I  don ' t  be l  i eve  i n  t ha t ,  i n  be ing  a  rad i ca l  .  I  be l  i eve  i n  a  peace fu l  way

o f  accomp l  i sh ing  goa1s .

AV :  Le t ' s  ge t  i n t o  t he  p rob lem o f  t he  j l l ega l  a l i ens .  l , Jha t  i s  you r  op in i on  o f  t he

i l l ega l  a l i ens?

EV:  t , {e l l ,  i 11ega ' l  a l i ens  a re  f j r s t  o f  a l l  human  be ings ,  and  I  f ee l  t ha t  wha t  t hey

a re  t r y ing  to  do  i s  f i nd  a  be t te r  way  o f  l i f e .  Su re ,  t hey  m igh t  be  do ing  some-

th ing  i 1 lega1 ,  bu t  a t  t he  same t ime  I  t h ' i nk  tha t  t hey  shou ld  be  t rea ted  i n  a

fa i r  way  and  no t  be  abused .

AV:  How do  you  fee l  abou t  P res jden t  Car te r ' s  p lan  fo r  amnes ty  o f  t he  i 11ega1  a l i ens?

EV: I  suppose that  would be someth jng that  would have to  be worked out  by the govern-

ment  because they have to  f ind a way to  make arrangements for  these people but

a t  t he  same t ime  to  be  a t  peace  w i th  M6x ico .  I  t h ink  the  i dea ' i s  t o  have

someth ing  tha t  w i ' 11  be  be t te r  f o r  bo th  na t j ons ,  wha teve r  p lan  they  can  come

25

AV:

EV:

up  w i th .

Have you ever emp' loyed an i  1 1ega1 al  i  en?

Yes.  I  never  ask  a  person who comes look jng  fo r  work  whether  he  is  a l ien  or

whatever .  I  jus t  h i re  h im and he  works  fo r  me.

Can you more  or  less  te l l  tha t  he  is  a  wetback?

No,  no t  un less  he  te l l s  me.

You can ' t  te l l  the  d i f fe rence?

No.  I f  he  te l l s  me tha t  he  i s  an  Amer ican  c i t i zen ,  tha t  he  l i ves  here  jn  E l

Paso ,  I  i us t  take  h is  word  fo r  i t .  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  ques t ion  h im.

What  k jnd  o f  jobs  have you g iven them?

AV:

EV:

A  \ / .

EV:
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EV:  They  c lean up  the  yard ,  cu t  the  grass ,  weeds;  pa in t ,  pa in t  the  fence.  So

whatever  k jnd  o f  work  I  have tha t ' s  hard  fo r  me to  do ,  I  1e t  them do ' i t .  I

fee l  f  i ke  I 'm he lp ing  them out  and they ' re  he lp ing  me.

AV:  What  do  you th ink  about  the  Ku K lux  K lan  pa t ro l l ing  the  border?

EV: From what i  have heard about the Ku Klux Klan those people employ methods that

are  no t  lega1.  They  can be  k ind  o f  rough in  the i r  way  and so  I  don ' t  th jnk  I

wou ld  approve o f  them pat ro ' l1 ing  the  area .  I  don ' t  l i ke  to  see peop le  hur t ,

espec ' ia1 ly  a  wetback  who is  jus t  t ry ing  to  f ind  a  be t te r  way  o f  l i fe .

AV: Would you compare the KKK to the Brown Berets?

EV:  No.  No,  because the  KKK is  no t  the  Brown Bere ts .  The i r  tac t i cs  you mean?

AV:  The i r  tac t i cs ,  the i r  methods  0 f . . .

EV:  | ^ le l l ,  i f  the  Browns use those tac t i cs  then I 'm aga ins t  j t  because the  Ku K lux

Klan from way back years ago, they were very mean. They would tor ture people.

AV:  Do you be l ' ieve  tha t  Ch icano groups  shou ld  use  countermeasures  aga ins t  the  po l i cy

of the KKK?

EV:  No .  No , , I  don ' t .  B ru ta l i t y  you  mean?

AV: Use some kind of  countermeasures against  the KKK.

EV:  0h ,  aga ins t  the  KKK.

AV:  l , le11 ,  I  jus t  sa id  Ch ' i cano groups  in  genera l .  Bu t  i f  you  want ,  say  the  Brown

Berets to use countermeasures against  the KKK for patrol l ing the border.

EV:  He ' |1 ,  I  be l ieve  tha t  i f  a  person is  be ing  a t tacked,  he  shou ld  de fend h jmse l f .

AV:  Wel l ,  the  KKK is  there  jus t  to  apprehend the  ' i ' l l ega l  a l ien ,  bu t  anybody th i i t

l ooks  l i ke  an  i l l ega l  a l i en ,  they '1 ' l  s top ,  and  ask  fo r  iden t i f i ca t ' i on  o r  wha t -

ever.  So do you be' l ieve that Chicano groups, sdy for  instance, the Brown Berets

shou ld  be  there  and use countermeasures  aga ins t  the  KKK fo r  th is  po l i cy  o f  the i rs?

EV:  No t  i f  i t  i s  a  peace fu l  po l i cy ,  I  don ' t  th jnk  so .  I  don ' t  th ink  they  shou ld

use countermeasures.
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AV: Say you were walk ing on the levee and the KKK stopped you. Wouldn' t  you be

peevedeat that?

EV:  Not  i f  I  d idn ' t  have any th ing  to  h ide .  I  mean,  I 'm an  Amer ican.  Are  you

ta lk ing  about  i  1 ' lega1 a l  iens ' ;  be ing  on  the  levee and be ing . .  .  ?

AV: I 'm talk ing about you, an Anrer ican ci t izen, were stopped for no .reason at  a l l

but  that  you were Chicano,c,you were brown; they stopped you to check your ident i -

f i ca t ion  to  see  i f  you  were  an  i l ' l ega l  a l i en . . .

EV: I  have been stopped. I  have been stopped by the Immigrat ion to be checked.

AV: I 'm talk ing about the KKK, i f  they stopped you. How would you feel? Would

you cooperate?

EV:  I  don ' t  th ink  the  KKK has  au thor i ty  to  s top  me so  I  wou ld  resent  i t .  I  don ' t

th ' ink  I  wou ld  l i ke  i t  and  I  wou ld  te l l  them so .  I  mean,  the  on ly  ones  who /@/

are responsible to is the immigrat ion of f icer and he has to ident i fy h ' imsel f .

Bu t  i f  the  KKK iden t i f i es  h imse l f  as  KKK,  I  mean,  tha t  don ' t . . .

EV:  So,  wou ld  you be l ieve  i t  wou ld  be  a l ' l  r igh t  then fo r  Ch icano groups  to  use

countermeasures against  th i  s?

EV:  Yes l  Yes ,  we have to  de fend our  r igh ts .

AV: How far would you say that a Chicano group

EV:  Wi th in  1ega1  l im i t s .  No t  use  v io lence .

AV:  No bear ing  o f  a rms?

EV:  No bear ing  o f  a rms l  No v io lence.  Uh-uh.

AV:  And so  we end th is  in te rv iew w i th  a  no te  o f

EV:  R igh t i  V iva  Ch icano power l

shou ld  go  to  de fend the i r  r igh ts?

That 's  no t  the  way.

non -v i  o l  ence .
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