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COnal Ftistopy intervltew wi.th. 1,1p, ftodolfo Hefnandez of 50] Roblnson
st . ,  E l  Paso.  In tenv iewing" is  Oscar  Mar t inez f rom u.  Tr  E l  Paso)

Mr Mr.  Hernandez, could you f i rst  te lJ me where and when you were born?

H; I  was born January the 30th? 1932r here in El  Paso.

Ml [^lere your parents from E] Paso?

Hi They' ' re tmmigrants f rom M6xico, residents of  El  Paso. My dad is f rom

Jim€nez, Chthuahuai  ny mother f rom Sombrerete,  Zacatecas. They met

here tn El  Paso and marrted,

M: Why did youn parents come hene from M6xico?

H:  I  th t lnk  i t  was  the  Revo lu t ion  o f  
' |910 .  

I  know thq t  tha t ts  what  b rought

my grandmother over here;  they wene looking fot  fosd. rJ imenez had

a 
' lack 

of  fsod then.

M; What did your father do when he came to El  Paso!

Hl He was a barber,  Jearned barber ing in Mdxico,

M;  D id  you go  to  schoo l  loca l l y ,  then?

H:  Yes .

|v,!r Al 1 the way through?

H:  A l1  the  wqy th rough.

l '1:  Which schools di .d you at tend?

H: I  went to e ' leqentary school  at  Zavala School  ,  Bur ' leson, Jef ferson,

E l  Paso  H igh ,  U ,  T .  E l  Paso ,  and  U.  T .  Aus t in .

Cou ld  you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b t t  qbout  expen iences  or  inc idents  tha t

stand out in your mind from elepentary school  years,  th ings that you

remember the most about those years?

I t r t 'ed to stay out of  t rouble,  I  was afraid about being nepr imanded,

bet 'ng punr 'shed, so I  never stood up to the teachers or anything,

In a sensen I  guess I  was veny sensi t ive about punishment and I  say
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th is for  what fo l lows, because i t  seems to be my nature when I  was a

k id .  I  d idn t t  wan t  to  be  pun ished ,  I  d idn r t  wan t  to  go  to  de ten t ion '

I  d idn' t  want to be in any way chast ised or repr imanded. That stands

out jn my mind; I  t r ied to do everything that they to ld me.

What  ne ighborhood d id  you grow up in?

En lq  ca l . lC  A lameda,  I  donr t  know tha t  the  ne ighborhood had any  name'

l i ke  Bar r io  de l  D iab lo  and o ther  ne ighborhoods around there '  So  I

donr t  know tha t  my ne ighborhood had had a  name,  ius t  Ca l le  A lameda.

The houses have been destroyed; the h ' ighway goes by there now. So

the  ne ighborhood isn ' t  there  anymore"

l^ las j t  a tough ner 'ghborhood, gangs and th ' ings l ike that?

We11,  no ,  no t  rea l ] y .  The  bus inesses  there  made ' i t  a  l i t t l e  b i t

d i f fe ren t ,  so  i t  wasnr t  rea l ' l y  tough.  Around the  ne ighborhood were

tough ne ighborhoods l i ke  e l  Barn io  de l  D iab ' lo  and L inco ln  Park '  bu t

i t  wasn ' t  rea l l y  a  tough  ne ighborhood .  As  I  sa id ,  I  rea1 ly  d idnr t

go  w i th  gangs  or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t ,  because s ince  I  was  very  young '

the  church  was an  in f luence in  my l i fe ;  I  t r ied  to  be  d i f fe ren t .

The fac t  tha t  I  was  Pro tes tan t ,  tha t ls  what  they  ca l led  me,  because

I wasnrt  Cathol  ic ,  I  k ' ind of  stayed away from E' l  Barr io,  I  am very

g lad  though tha t  I  d ' idn t t  comple te ly  ge t  away f rom the  in f luences

of El  Barr io,  because I  th ink they were very pos' i t ive.  At  the t ime

I  d idnr t  see  the  in f luences  o f  E l  Bar r io  be ing  pos i t i ve ;  I  saw them

as being very negative and very harmful and I tried to stay away from

them. But I  guess I  dr 'dnrt  completely stay away from them. They did

touch  my l i f e ,  and  I  am g lad  they  d id .  When look ing  backo  in
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retnospect,  I  thr fnk they were very posi t ive inf luences; very human,

natural ,  real  k inds of  inf luences. Later I  was to t ry to get away from

th is  rea l i t y  o f  1 i fe ,  and  I  th ink  w i th  t imeo  as  I r ve  g rown o lder ,

I  real ized that they were very important to me, I  t r ied to compare

the  peop ' le  in  the  communi ty  w i th  the  peop le  in  church ,  and I  a lways

found tha t  peop ' le  in  the  church  were  lack ing  someth ing ,  I  cou ldnr t

qu i te  de tec t  i t .  The peop ' le  in  the  communi ty ,  even those peop le  tha t

were as s inners by the chur.ch peopie,  had a wanmth, a real i ty about

them tha t rs  very  good and I  cou ldn t t  unders tand what  i t  was .

Have you pinned i t  down?

l . le l l '  I  t h ink  i t r s  an  accep tance  o f  the  con f l i c t s  o f  l i f e .  I  th . ink  tha t

the  church  and the  church  group in  a  sense re jec ts  the  rea l i t ies  o f

l i f e '  the  con f l r l c t s  o f  l i f e  and  t r ies  to  go  more  in  an  i l l us ion- - j l l us ions

of  be ing  be t te r  than o ther  peop le ,  good;  I  donr t  know,  a l l  sor ts

of  i ' l lusions" l . Ie go there to be told how good we are,  seeking

sa lva t ion ,  and we have be t te r  chances  o f  be ing  saved.  so  I  a lways

fe l t  someth ing  lack ing  in  church  and fe l t  tha t  co ldness  about  i t .

Never the less  the  doc t r ines ,  the  teach ings  drew me very  c lose  to  the

church .  I  l i ke  the  teach ings  even though I  fe l t  a  cer ta in  co ldness

thene.  l { i th  t ime,  i t  k ind  o f  los t  the  d i f fe rence"  w i th  t ime,  I

became one o f  the  leadens and I  guess  I  assumed the  same co ldness ,

unt i l  I  t r ied to come to real i ty and make a real  ef for t  at

deve lop ing  my l i fe  and deve lop ing  the  l i ves  o f  o ther  peop le .  when

you rea1 ly  want  to  t ry  you have to  accept  the  rea l i t ies  o f  l i fe ,  you

have to  accept  the  economic  s i tua t ion  o f  the  members ,  the i r  lack  o f
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po l  i t ' i ca l  power ,  the i r  lack  o f  invo lvement  rea ' l l y  in  the  church .  When

you start  to see these things, you say, "How can we get them more

ecOnomic  he lp?"  Educat iOn was one o f  the  means.  0 r ,  "How can we he lp

them get  mone educat ion?"  Wel1 ,  by  he lp ing  them get  an  a t t i tude  o f

want ing  to  learn ,  want ing  to  go  to  schoo l .  l |hen  I  t r ied  to  see the

rea l i t y  o f  t ry ing  to  he lp  peop le ,  I  th jnk  th is  b rought  me back  to  the

rea l i t y  o f  l i fe ;  and when you s ta r t  push ing  these rea l i t iesn  you f ind

obs tac les .  I t ' s  i ron ic ,  tha t  the  church  presented  a  g roup o f  the

greates t  obs tac les  to  he lp ing  the  peop le ,  economica ' l1y  most ly .  l ' l e

say  tha t  in  the  church , ' r !de  he lp  our  own. ' r  I  found  as  a  b ishop  th is

was no t  t rue ,  tha t  we d idn t t  rea l l y  want  to  he lp  them.  We d idn ' t  want

to  he lp  the  peop le  economica l l y ,  wh ich  is  one o f  the  harshes t

rea l i t ies - - the  economic  s i tua t ion  o f  the  peop le .  i  th ' ink  tha t

Mormonism,  main  s t ream Mormonism,  i s  geared to  midd le  c lass  Ang lo

cu l tu re .  I  d idn r t  rea l ' i ze  i t  a t  the  t ime,  so  na tu ra l l y  i  though t

tha t  i f  they  wou ld  on ly  rea l i ze  our  s i tua t ion ,  our  cond i t ion ,  they

wou ld  he1p.  I  was  under  tha t  i l ' l us ion :  l rThe day  tha t  they  nea ' l i ze

what we need, what we want,  our aspirat ions,  they wi l l  come and

he lp  us . "  I  rea l l y ,  rea ' l1y  be l ieved  tha t ;  tha t  was  a  g rea t  i l l us ion  o f

m ine .  So  I  t r i ed  to  b r ing  i t  to  the i r  a t ten t ion ,  a t  f i r " s t  n i ce ly .

I  can show you one of  the f i rst  let ters that  we ever wrote,  an open

le t te r  to  the  h igh  counc i l  o f  the  Stake o f  E l  Paso,  We t r ied  to  po in t

ou t  some o f  our  needs ,  bu t  they  rea ' l1y  d idnr t  want  to  hear ;  they

d idnr t  want  to  know our  needs  because I  dont t  th ink  they  rea l l y  wanted

to  he lp  us .  5o  th is  a t t i tude ,  a  n ice  way o f  tny ing  to  show them our

needs, kept chang"ing our posture.  [ r {e were more aggressive and more
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obst ina te ,  I  guess I  dnd took  up  the  cha l ' fenge,  in  spor tsn  in  the  say  in

the  noad shows,  in  cer ta in  ac t iv i t ies  tha t  we cou ld  compete  w i th  the

Ang lo  wards .  We t r ied  to  show them up.  I  th ink  r ' t rs  a  na tura l  p rob lem;

I  rea l l y  don ! t  th ink  tha t  i t t s  any th r ing  spec ia l .  I  th ink  tha t  every

re l  ig i :on  has  r ' t .  We s t i  1 l  have these prob l  ems.  Theyr re  there .

A lo t  o f  peop le  in  the  church tA,hk  tha t  werve  go t  i t '  Wer re  there ,

we donr t  need to  rea l l y  s t r i ve .  | ^ {e  d i lude  ourse lVes  tha t  we are

the chosen people,  that  we are saved, that  we have everything that

we need ,  we  rea l l y  made i t .  I  th ink  we  d i lude  ourse lves .

When was' i . t  that  you began changing your m"ind about the at t ' i tudes and

lack of  concern on the part  of  the Anglo leadenshipt  What brought

i t  about?

h | 'e l l ,  my dad a lways  to ld  me about  th isn  bu t  I  d idn t t  want  to  be l ieve

h im.  I  fe l t  tha t  tha t rs  the  way peop le  a re l  we rea11y want  to  f ind

out by ourselves.  He had told me of  these problems. When I  was

e igh teen,  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l ,  they  asked me to  go  on  a  miss ion  fo r

the  chunch.  I  d idn ! t  know whether  I  wanted  to ,  and i t  wasnr t  because

I  d idnr t  be l ' ieve  in  the  doc t r ines  or  because I  ques t ioned the

leadersh' i 'p.  There was a quest ion in my mind, because my dad put th is

ques t ion  i .n  my mind.

l^fhat r is that? What quest ion?

You know,  I  rea ' l l y  be l ieved in  Mormon ism per  se '  espec ia ' l1y  in  the

Bogk of  Mormon and the doctr ine and convenant.  But somehow he had

put  a  ques t ion  in  my mind about  the  leadersh ip ,  I  wasnr t  qu i te  sure

about  the  leadersh ip ,  tha t  they  nade er ro rs ,  m is takes .  That  was a

conf ' l i c t  in  my mind tha t  I  cou ldnr t  see ,  because we are  taught ,  the

PAGE 5
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qtt t tude is,  that  the leqders donl t  make mistakes, thqt  they qlways

te l1  us  the  t ru th .  S ince  then,  na tura l l y  I  found ou t  tha t  we make

mi .s takes  because I  was  a  Jeader  myse l f r  and we 've  made grave mis takes ,

The problem ts that  we donrt  want to adml ' t  the mtstakes that we make.

But that  was my problep, that  the leadership would not accept the fact

that  we are human and even in the church we make mistakes, I  guess

I  wasnt t  pay ing  c lose  a t ten t ion  to  the  teach ings ,  I f  I  had  read the

t i t le  page o f  the  Book o f  Mormon,  tha t  one l ine l tha t  one phrase tha t

h i t  rne  la te ly l  r r l f  there  are  fau ' l t s ,  they  are  the  mts takes  o f  m6n, ' l

Th is  d tv ine  work ,  the  Book o f  Mormon,  accord ing  to  Mormons i t ' s  the

penfect  book;.  yet  the Book of  Mornon saysl  l l l f  there are

fau' l ts . -  ,  . , ! r  There r ls the possibi l  i ty  that  in the Book of  Mormon

there  are  fau l ts ,  even though i t  i s  insp i red ;  and t f  there  are  fau l tsn

i t  i s  the  mis takes  o f  menr  so  you can l t  p revent  the  weaknesses  o f

men to creep tn even tnto a div ine work as the Book of  Motmon.

But now I  can accept that ,  and I  can accept these problems--that

werve  made mis takes  and tha t  I ! ve  made mis takes ,  aod tha t  they  made

honr ib le  mis takes .  These th inEs tha t  have been done to  me persona l ly

are  grea t  in jus t i ces ,  I  accepted  i t  and I  th ink  tha t  i t rs  a

mis take ;  and I  w ish  they  wou ld  rea l i ze  tha t  i t rs  a  mis take  and

do sonething to cornect i t ,  because they are going to hurt  themselves

and  hur t  o thers ,  Me? I  accep t  i t ,  and  I  accep t  a ' l eader  l i ke  tha t .

I  can  no t  accept  a  leader  tha t  says  he  is  in fa l l jb le , .and I  th jnk  tha t

there  is  th is  a t t i tude  o f  i ' n fa l l ib i l iW.  I  don ' f  know whether  men

rea l l y  be l ieve  th is  abou t  in fa l t i b i l i t y ,  bu t  d t  l eas t  the  a t t i t udE i s
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thene ;  tha t rs  the  pos tu re .  I  guess  th is ' i s  the  th ing  tha t  bo thers  me '

you see, th is infal ib le at t i tude. But anyway I  thought to mysel f  when

I  went  su t  on  a  miss ion ,  t rh le l l  o  I  won ' t  le t  th is  bo ther  me,  I ' l ' l  t r y

to  accept  the  leaders  and t ry  to  unders tand i t  as  I  go  a long" r '  I  pu t

i t  ou t  o f  my mind and I  accepted  the  church  and the  respons ib i l i t i es

and everythr ing,  and I  was just  e ighteen when I  went out on a mission,

and I  comple ted  the  miss ion  and came back .

Where did you go?

To Cal i fornia for .  three months and back here to Houstonn Corpus Christ i

anea.  I  rea l l y  en joyed i t ,  because a l l  o f  my l i fe  I  rea11y  en ioyed

learn ing  about  the  gospe l ,  the  Mormon doc t r ine .  I  rea l l y  have,

because I  guess  tha t  was  my dadrs  in f luence,  espec ia l l y  in  the  Book

of  Mormon;  f ind ing  an  ident i t y  there  as  a  Lamani te .  Th ' i s  i s  the  th ing

tha t  rea l l y  t 'mpressed me and I  guess  I  ge t  my dadrs  in f luence in  tha t .

I f  anything at t racted me to Mormonfsm i t  was the teachings of  the Book

of Mormon concerning the [amanri te.  That was the thing that real ly

impressed me,  and f rom there  na tura l l y  a ' l l  the  o ther  doc t r ines  (doc t r ines

of  p r ies thoodro f  sa lva t ion)  impnessed me.  I  learned about  themo I

accepted themi but the th ing that real ly at t racted me was the

teachings of  the Book of  Monmon concerning the laymanite,  h is ident i ty

and h is  miss ionn whateven tha t  migh t  be .

How did you feel  about the references in the Book of  Mormon regard' ing

the  curse  o f  the  dark -sk jn  upon the  Lamani te?  When d ' id  you f i rs t

deaJ with that?

We]1 ,  I  accepted  tha t  and the  in f luences  in  the  branch,  I ^Je  had a  man,
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Jose Apo l inar  Ba lderas ,  who dea l t  w ' i th  the  same sub iec t  a t  leng th  and

constan t ly  a l ' l  h is  I  i fe "  Gur l l  I  e rmo Ba lderas  was h is  fa ther ,  and he

dea l t  w i th  th is  sub jec t  a ' |1  the  t ' ime"  I  guess  th is  man in f luenced

me in  the  fac t  tha t  i t  was  a lways  a  b ' less ing .  The curse  was never  a

curse ,  you  see;  i t  was  a  conf l j c t  tha t  was  tu rned in to  a  b less ing .

I  d idnr t  rea l ' l y  know the  doc t r ine  as  such;  now I  can  f ind  i t  fo r  you

in the Book of  Mormon. In several  parts of  the Book of  Mormon i t  says

tha t  th i s  cunse  was  rea l l y  no t  a  cu rse ,  bu t  a  b less ing ,

Hav ing  dark  sk in  was  a  b less ing?

I t  was  a  b less ing .  I t  was  a  s i tua t ion  c rea ted  fo r  the  Lord  to  b r ing

about  conf l i c t ,  con f l i c t  in  a  good sense,  You see,  fo r  deve lopment .

I  be l ieve  i t  l i ke  tha t .  I t  c rea tes  a  s i tua t ion  o f  con f l i c t  tha t  you

canr t  avo id ,  you  see .  I  can ' t  go  over  to  the  Ang lo  s ide  because  o f

my colorn because of  my features.  I  could i f  I  t ry to for"get Span' ish

and t ry  to  fo rge t  the  Mex ' i can ' in f luence;  th is  wou ld  be  easy ,  But  i

can t t  because o f  my fea turesn because o f  my co lo r ,  and tha t  makes me

keep the  conf l i c t .  You see,  as  I  was  te l l ing  you,  I  th ink  tha t  we have

qu i t  con f ron t ing  these prob lems here  in  the  Th i rd  Ward ,  We have qu i t

fo r  reasons  bu t  we  rea l l y  can ' t  qu i t  so  long  as  th i s  i s  one  th ing  tha t

keeps  us- - the  co lo ro  the  fea tures .

I  donr t  qu i te  unders tand about  the  conf l i c t .

l , le l l  you  see,  in  the  f i rs t  p ' lace ,  the  Ang loso  genera l l y  speak ing '

re jec t  us  because o f  the  way we look ,  I  th ink .  I t  was  in tended

l ike  tha t  in  the  Book o f  Mormon;  tha t  was  the  in ten t .  I  th ink  tha t  i f

ther^e  was a  po ' l i cy ,  and i f  there  is  s t i l l  a  po f  i cy  ' in  the  church '
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aga ins t  in te r rac i .a l  mar r iage,  I  th ink  tha t ls  the  reason tha t  th is

po l i cy  i s  no t  verba l i zed  much nowadays .  I t  may be  because o f  the

movementsn and they natural ly wouldnl t  say,  l lThey used to te l1

miss ionar iesr 'donr t  mar ry  [ r {ex ican g i r l s r , r '  I  can  s t i l l  fee l  tha t

they are present,  but  they are not expoundedi they are not brought

ou t  in to  the  open.  They ' re  in  the  o ld  p r ies thood manua ls ,  I  can

show you where they are,

That would be interest ing to read.

So,  I tm not  te l l ing  you someth ing  tha t  i s  no t  docurnentedo is  no t  there .

This was part  of  the problem that came up with the Seventh Ward and

the Thir"d Ward, because there was the feel ing of  no interracial

marr iage, wl : th the older Mormon generat ion.  Maybe now the youngel

Mormon generat ions have a d ' i f ferent at t i tudel  some of  them not al l  of

them. SonBof them nay even consider interracial  marr iage, But as I

sa id ,  no t  tha t  l rm so  nuch fo r  races ,  Maybe some peoPle  cou ld  ge t

r id  o f  the  p rob lem by  e ras ing  th is  co lo r  l i ne ,  Bu t  in  a  sense  I  th ink

i t t s  good tha t  the  Lord  gave us  what rs  ca l led  a  curse  in  the  Book

of  Mormon,  bu t  I  rea l l y  donr t  take  i t  as  a  curse .  I  th ink  tha t  i f

taken posi t ively i t  can be a t remendous mot i .vat ing force,

0 f  courseo the  way th ings  have tu rned ou t ,  the  h is to ry  no t  on ly  in

this countny but in other places shows us very wel l  that  people

o f  a  dark  sk in  have been oppressed by  peop le  o f  a  wh i te  sk in '  so  in

tha t  sense a  doc t r ine  s f  th is  k ind  leg i t im izes  th is  k ind  o f  oppress ion .

Th is  i s  one c r i t i c ism tha t  has  been leve led  in  church  w i th  regard  to

the  doc t r ine  about  the  b lacks ,  and then to  a  lesser  ex ten t  bu t  rea l l y

a long the  same l ines  w i th  regard  to  the  dark -sk inned o f  the  Lamani tes .
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Yeah, I 've heard that th9 Book of Mormon preacheS racism because Of

this doctr ine of  the lamanite being cursed with a dark skin.  I

rea l l y  don ' t  see  i t  l i ke  tha t  and never  have.  I  rea l l y  th ink  tha t

i t ' s  a  b less ing  in  d isgu ise ,  tha t  i t  i s  keep ing  the  con f l i c t ;  I  rea l ' l y

do. The Lord helped the Jews keep their  conf l ic t  in a di f ferent way

and they've kept their  conf l ic t  for  centur ies;  they've kept their

ident i ty and they've kept the conf l ic t .  I t  was in some manner that

they did i t ,  in some way. I  th ink that  th is is another way and this

is the way he did i t  wi th us,  because we refused to assume conf l ic t ,

we want to forget. trle don't want to face reality and this is one way

of  assur ing  tha t  we w i l l  face  rea l i t y ,  a t  leas t  some o f  the  rea l i t ies

o f  l i fe .  I  th ink  j t ' s  rea l l y  too  bad tha t  in  the  Th i rd  Ward  we 've

tr ied to whi te wash this whole th ingo these whole problems. But I

th ink the t ime wi l l  come when i t  wi l l  come to a head again.

Could we go back to the beginning of  the disbandjng of  the Seventh

Ward? Where did i t  a l l  s tar t? What were the events that  lead up to

that point?

hlel l ,  I  th ink that  the church wi l l  say that at  that  per iod of  t ime

the po' l icy was that there would only be one Spanish speak' ing uni t

i i leach community. l l lhy? I don't know. And they are not obligated to

exp la ' in  church  po l i cy ,  why  sou ld  they? Th is  i s  the  po l i cy '

th is is  the  au thor i ty .  I 'm no t  say ing  tha t  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in

author i ty ;  sure .  But  I 'm say ing  tha t  i t  has  i t s  weaknesses  and th is

is one of  the weaknesses that i t  has.  I t  refuses to be analyzed

and so i t  does i tsel f  harm. But they are not going to give you an

exp lanat ion .  I f  you  ask ,  "Why th is  po l i cy?  Why d id  so  many peop le  in

M:

H:
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the southwest suf fer ,  leave the church?" They don' t  seem to care i f

they left the church. You know, I 've often asked myself why they

force this pol icy upon us,  and i t  happened at  the t ime of  Seventh Ward.

They are going to deny, anybody wil ' l  deny that we have prob'lems, and it

was because of  a l l  these problems that the Seventh Ward was dissolved.

They are going to say,  " I t  was dissolved because at  that  t ime the

church developed a pol icy that  there would only be one Spanish speaking

uni t  in each conrnuni ty.  "

M: And there were two at the time?

H: There were three.

M: For the benef i t  of  ident i f icat ioq which ones were they?

H: There was the Seventh tnlard, there was the Third Ward; at the Fifth Ward

there was a smal l  group meet ing there.

M: Aside from the regular ward at  the Fi f th Ward there was a Spanish

speaking group?

H:  Yes .

M: l^ lhat  year are we talk ing about?

H: I  th ink i t  was in 
. |973 

when the Seventh Ward was dissolved.

M: When the pol icy was formulated?

H: That 's when the pol icy was formulated.

M: After the th jngs had bui l t  up?

H: Yeah. I  th ink that  these problems had been bui l t  up throughout the

church; but s ince we can' t  communicate wi th the other parts of  the

church, there is no way of the Third Ward or the Seventh Ward

communica t ing  w i th  o ther  par ts .  But  I  know,  hav ing  l i ved  in  Aus t in ,
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that they had these problems; that  years before that ,  these quest ions

were being asked. This didn' t  happen over night.  I  have let ters there

that I can show you that go back to 1966. Way back these problems started

bu i ld ing  up .

Could we talk about those problems and the way they bui l t  up?

Okay. I t  carne to a point  that  we wanted to br ing these things out into

the open. h|e wanted to verbalize these things, we wanted to document

our needs, our prob' lems. So this let ter  is  dated the Bth of  February

1966 as an open let ter  to the El  Paso Stake Presidency and the High

Counc i l .  Now look ing  back  i t ' s  r id icu lous  t ry ing  to  in fo rm the  H igh  Counc i l

in an open let ter .  Why can' t  we talk to them personal ly? Weren' t  they

here? Did they know about al l  these things? Do t f rey know Spanish?

Many of  these people are Mexican ci t izens, they came from Mdxico;

they 've  been l i v ing  w i th  the  Mex icans  a l l  the i r  l i ves  and here  we

were try ing to te l l  them about the good opportuni t ies l iv ing in a

mult icul tural  environment.  I , ' le l l ,  i t  was an ef for t .  In a sense i t  was

a very  mi ld  le t te r .

What is the thrust  of  the let ter?

The idea was to t ry to learn the gospel ,  to put Mormon cul ture (whatever

that is)  f i rst  before Mexican cul ture or Anglo cul ture (whatever they

may be),  but  to permit  ourselves to be inf ' luenced by Mexican or Ang' lo

at t i tudes that we fel t  were conducive to establ ishing the k ingdom:

Movmonism. That was the idea: Let us establ ish Mormonism among the

Mexicans the best way we can. We think the best way we can is by

permit t ing the Mexican inf luences that are good and the Anglo inf luences
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that are good, both.  Spanish or Engl ish.  Let  us speak Engl ish wherde,r , .

we think Eng' l ish is more ef fect ive in the teaching of  the gospel  and

let  us teach the people in Spanish wherever we think i t 's  more ef fect ive

for the learning of  the gospel .  But learning of  the gospel  being the

f i rs t  va lue ,  the .h ighes t  va lue ,  was  the  idea.

M: Did you feel  any restr ict ions about that ,  that  you needed to put that  in

a  le t te r?

H:  Wel l ,  no ,  a t  the  t ime I  don ' t  th ink  we fe l t  any  res t r i c t ions  because

we grew up and we developed in a branch of  the church that was completely

ignored, lef t  a lone. | lJe did not have the control  of  the direct ion of

the Stake. For years and years and years we only had missionar ies come

in  there ,  and miss ionar ies  come in  fo r  a  l i t t le  wh i le  and most ly  we

developed and we learned Mormonism on our own. Brother Apol inar Balderas

was a great inf luence in that  branch, and we didn' t  feel  the inf luence

of  church  po l i cy .  Th is  th ing  to  me has  become,  I  don ' t  know,  in  a

sense, teruible. l^Je didn't feel control and therefore we were pretty

free to develop and learn Mormonism on our own and I  th ink we did a

pretty good job of learning Mormonism from the standard works--from the

Book of  Mormon doctr ine and covenants,  the Bible.  The idea was to

substant iate the doctr ines through the standard works.  Now I  th ink

we have gotten away from that.  I  haven' t  heard a ta lk in church

tha t  says ,  "Th is  sc r ip tu re  in  verse . . . "  We hear  a  lo t  o f  op in ion ,

but that  was the at t i tude then. I  great ' ly  admire Balderas for  th is

attitude. He learned the Mormonism from the standard works and he

great ly  in f luenced,  so  I  sa id  we d idn ' t  have th is  cont ro l .  So  I

d idn ' t  fee l  these obs tac les  fo r  a ' long  t ime un t i l  we came in to  the
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Stake of  El  Paso, and not r ight  away then, er i ther.  I t  took some t ime

before the Stake started gaining control  and direct ion of  the ward,

bu t  i t  wasn ' t  th is  t ime.  I  fe l t  tha t  we were  neg lec ted .  And i t ' s

crazy how I  wanted at tent ion;  and when I  got  at tent ion I  d idn' t  want

at tent ion any more because I  d idn' t  want the k ind of  at tent ion that

was g iven,  because i t  was  cont ro l .  I t  was ,  "Do th is  th is  way, "  o r

"Don ' t  do  i t . "  You know,  pure ly  au thor i ta r ian ism and to  the  sacr i f i ce

o f  ind iv idua l i t y .  I t ' s  na tu ra lo  bu t  i t ' s  too  bad  tha t  we  can ' t  see

that you have a natural  conf l ic t  between the indiv idual  and author i ty;

you  know,  these are  two goods.  You can ' t  w ipe  ou t  the  ind iv idua l ,

you can' t  wipe out the author i ty.  I t 's  the conf l ic t  between the

indivudual  and the group, whatever the group may be: the social  group,

the community,  the church in th is case. So in a sense I  k ind of

fe l t ,  as  t ime went  on ,  the  des i re  to  w ipe  ou t  the  ind iv idua l .

That 's why, as t fme went on, one of  the th ings that was at tacked by

the Stake leaders was free agency. Free agency naturally goes

with the indiv idual  and we resisted the at tack upon free agency. The

att i tude was that you lost  your f ree agency upon being bapt ized,

that you lost  your f ree agency upon accept ing a cal l ing in the church.

The Mex ican in f luences  be long to  the  ind iv idua l ,  d idn ' t  be long to

the major group, to the Mormon church. The Mormon church didn' t  want

to  b r ing  in  the  Mex ican in f luences ;  i t  was  us  as  ind iv idua ls  tha t

wanted to br ing in the I texican inf luence in an indiv idual  sort  of  way.

Natura l l y  we went  over  to  the  s ide  o f  the  ind iv idua l ,  and th is  was

the  conf l i c t ;  i t  was  the  ind iv idua l  aga ins t  the  cont ro ' l l i ng  g roup

and this was what happened. I f  they had only seen that i t  was
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natural  that  th is would happen and that i t  wi t l  happen again,  they

wouldn' t  have persecuted i t  and said al l  these things about us.

I t  was  na tu ra l ,  and  i t ' s  s t i l l  na tu ra l ;  i t ' s  go ing  to  happen  aga in ,

because you can' t  wipe out the indiv idual .  Mormonism teaches

the  va lue  o f  the  ind iv idua l ;  we are  a  ch i ld  o f  God,  in  the  fo rm o f

God, and I  could te l l  you what doctr ines emphasize the value of  the

ind iv idua l .  So  th is  was the  conf l i c t :  the  group versus  the

ind iv idua l  .  So  na tura l ' l y ,  as  I  sa id ,  a t  the  t ime we d idn ' t  fee l  the

obstacle,  we didn' t  feel  the opposi t ion;  but we fel t  that  we needed

he lp  to  re in fo rce  the  Mex ican in f luence,  the  los ing  o f  the  Span ish .

In 1966?

Yeah. I  th ink by th is t ime we fel t  pret ty much that we were going to

lose  the  cu l tu re .

And this is in the context  of  a branch, what we are ta lk ing about now?

No, i t  was already a ward.

Th is  i s  a  ward  now.

You see, Vou fel t  these two inf luences. There was the at t i tude, a

fac t ion  among the  Mex icans  tha t  d idn ' t  want  the  Ang lo ,  tha t  d idn , t

want Engl ish.  Then there was fact ion,  which we representedrthat

wanted some of the Anglo,  some of the Eng' l ish because natural ly i f

you want to educate your people,  you got to go Engl ish.  I f  you want

to get a good iob,  you got to go Engl ish.  So there was this conf l ic t

there.  we were f ight ing amongst ourselves because of  the varues,

permit t ing the Anglo values and a]so permit t ing the Mexican values and

we were at odds there; we were fighting amongst ourselves. l,, le were

los t ,  we d idn ' t  know what  to  do .
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M: ,This v.vas the Third lntard that we are talking about?

H: The Third Ward.

M: What brought on the need for th is let ter ,  on an immediate basis?

H: Wel l ,  I  th ink,  at  the t ime we fel t  a need to strengthen the Anglo

in f luences .  I t ' s  i ron ic ,  i t ' s  rea l l y  c razy  when I  th ink  about .  Some

of us fe l t  that  we needed to strengthen the Anglo,  the Engl ish,  that

our young people,  our chi ldren might have a better start ,  a head

start .  I  don' t  th ink th is concept had come about then, i t  came

about later on. But we wanted a head start  and we fel t  we could give

our young people a head start  by teaching them Engl ish and the gospel

in  Eng l ish .  We cou ld  "k i l l  two b i rds  w i th  one s tone, "  as  the  say ing

goes. But we had some people,  some older people,  that  came from

Mdxico that opposed this idea of  present ing the gospel  in Engl ish.

I t 's  crazy how we have changed our minds to these things, because

at the time we saw the need to introduce more Eng'l ish, more of the

Anglo culture, now we feel that we need to reinforce the lt4exican

in f luence.  I t ' s  c razy ,  you  know,  i t ' s  rea l l y  c razy ,  bu t  I  th ink  tha t

maybe the si tuat ion warrants the need to emphasize one or the other i f

you want to keep both. So maybe the situation dictates whay you are going

to emphasize,  and you can' t  say,  "We are going to emphasize th is one from

nolv on."  Because I  th ink that  a lot  of  the young people now in the Ward, i f

asked to give a sermon in good Spanish, I  don' t  th ink they can. To me,

i t ' s  too  bad.  Look ing  back  I  am g lad  tha t  I  had to  do  i t ,  tha t  i f  I

learned to speak Spanish and i f  I  learned to read i t ,  i t  was because

I had to,  because of  the church. I f  I  can give a sermon in Spanish

or  a  c lass  or  any th ing ,  i t ' s  because I  had to  and I  don ' t  th ink  tha t
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these needs are as great nOW in the Ward. I t 's  a bigger Ward and we

have better faci l i t ies,  we have more young people.  Apparent ly th ings

should be better now, but I  don' t  th ink the opportuni t ies are there to

learn Spanish and to keep the Mexican inf luencesi  l lor  they are not

there.

What response did you get to th is let ter?

No response a t  a l l .

l^Iho was it addressed to?

The H igh  Counc i l .

Was there a fo l low up?

No,  no t  rea ] ly .  As  I  sa id ,  I  don ' t  th ink  they  rea l l y  cared .

Did the members of  the Third Ward or the leadership pursue the

i  ssue?

As I say, v'te were fighting among ourselves, because of these two

inf luences. I^ le were t ry ing to f ind the r ight  at t i tude, I  guess, as

to how much Engl ish,  how much Spanish. The Stake pret ty much kept out

of  i t  unt i l  later on. Later on i t  came in and the whole church dictated

what the po' l icy would be.

When was that?

Wel l ,  I  th ink  tha t  th is  b r ing ing  o f  the  un i ts  in to  one is  an  e f fec t

as I  see i t ,  i t 's  an ef for t  to force some of the young people into

the Anglo wards, to accul turate them into the Anglo,  to do away with

the problem. That 's the way I  see i t .  And many of  them have not gone.

l ' le l l ,  something else;  wi th the problems that the Third Ward has, as

b ig  as  i t  i s ,  i t ' s  r i d i cu lous  to  have  a  b ig  h la rd  l i ke  tha t .  You  can ' t
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div ide i t  and make two Spanish speaking communit ies where more

leadersh ip  can deve lop  l i ke  tha t ,  l i ke  had been the  po l i cy .

But that  pol icy came in 1973.

Yes.

That was after the problem had blown up.

yeah,  t l te l l . . . . ,  I  d idn ' t  go  to  tha t  S take  conference,  bu t  a t  tha t  S take

conference they announced that Seventh l l lard had been dissolved.

Natural ly we fel t  that ' i t  was because of  the problems that we had

had there, ard the problems had been the accusation that was made to

us at the court, at the trials that we had. That l4las that we had been

insubordinate because we had gone to a different ward that was not

in our boundary area, and af ter  that  a l l  the boundar ies were

done away With, no boundaries, everybody goes to the same ward. To

me,  i t ' s  very . . .  I  ius t  can ' t  th ink  o f  the  word .  Someth ing  tha t

changeso something that isn ' t  constant"  You can change po' l icy at  whim,

a t  w i l l ,  whatever  you want .  And to  hoTd us  fo r  tha t ,  to  d is fe l lowsh ip

me and Moroni  and Roberto and this other man'  I  th ink i t 's  terr ib le,

tha t  i t  shou ld  never  happen aga in .

I am sorry I interrupted you as you were going to go through the letters

that you have there.

|l ' |ell, I was trying to remember the past the troubles that we were

having amongst ourselves.  We were try ing to f ind what would be the

r ight  at t i tude; how much Spanish, how much l . lexican inf luenceo how much

Anglo inf luence. I  guess this was an at tempt to t ry to f ind an

or ientat ion.  The church was not involved in th is as a whole,  so

we had to do it because the problem WaS upon us and we were at odds

with some of the leaders.  Some of the people st i l l  there in Third Ward
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were at  odds because of  th is non-agreement;  we didn' t  know what to do.

But as t ime went by I  th ink we've been changing al l  the t ime'  even now.

For a Whi le there,  We were sure that we needed more Spanish, more

Mexican influence, that this was the way to make the church go amongst

the Mexican people. In some of the letten here we asked for a Stake

conference in Spanish, everyth ' ing' in Spanish.

For the whole Stake?

For the whole Stake. For our people.  Whi le they were having their

Stake conference and their  speakers in Engl ish,  we wanted to have

in some ward, somewhere, a meeting, a sort of Stake conference, where

we wou ld  have the  ta lks  in  Span ish ,  every th ing  in  Span ish .  The le t te r

was sent to Kimbal and he considered i t ;  but  instead of  going in that

d i rec t ion  and emphas iz ing  more  Span ish ,  more  Mex ican in f luence,  i t

went the other way, less Spanish, less lhxican inf luence.

When was this let ter  sent?

The 3rd  o f  Apr i l ,  1967.

The Third ward and seventh ward bishopr ics of  the spanish

speaking wards of  the El  Paso Stake would l ike to request the

E] Paso Stake to provide a quarter ly Stake conference in th is

area for members of the church who are Spanish speaking and do

not understand Engl ish.  We feel  that  a better c l imate'  one

tha t  i s  des igned to  fu l f i l l  the  laymani tes '  needs  and

sens i t i v i t y ,  i s  needed.

We are always asking for the laymanites '  needs and sensi t iv i tes;

and ins tead o f  go ing  in  tha t  d i rec t ion ,  i t  has  gone in  the  oppos i te

d i rec t ion ' -no  needs and no  sens i t i v i t ies .
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Did you receive response to th is let ter?

Yes, we rece,ived a response. The Stake formed a committee to study the

quest ion and the commit tee members were Gui l lermo Balderas,  Moroni  Flores,

E l ias  F lo res  and Manue l  Gonza lez .  They  are  a l l  b ishops  in  th is

commi ttee.

I t  is  of  the opinion of  th is commit tee that the Stake conference

for the Spanish speaking members of  the church in th is area is

a  must  a t  th is  t ime.

December the lzth,1967. So you see, the commit tee was of  the opinion

that it was a must that the Stake form. So the request was ordered

on to Sal t  Lake. I  th ink I  have the response here.  That i t  was being

considered was real ' ly  the response; i t  was taken into considerat ion.

I  have the let ter  here somewhere. Kimbal answered, but,  I  guess

they did consider and the considerat ion developed into the pol icy that

we have now.

What response did you get at  the conclusion of  that  considerat ion?

Did you get a let ter  back?

Yeah; that  i t  was being considered, that  whatever they fe l t  would be

in  the  bes t  in te res t r long range goa ls  fo r  our  benef i t ,  these th ings

wou ld  be  done.

They didn' t  g ive you any immediate response? I  mean, was there a length

of t ime they considered this quest ion and then sent you a response about

the i r  dec is ion?

No, i t  wasn' t  a length of  t ime. They answered and told us that  they were

cons ider ing  th is  idea.
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But ,  d id  you hear  a  dec is ion?

No, not real ' ly .

They just  lef t  you hanging.

Later on the pol icy developed.

But  tha t  was  1973.

Yeah.

And here you are in 
. |967 

asking for th is.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

So, you get a let ter  sayingn "We are consider ing i t , "  and you hear

nothing more about i t?

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

That ' s  a  long t ime to  be  le f t  hang ing .

t , ' l e l l . . .

That ' s  the  usua l  bureaucra t ic  way  o f  s ta l ' l i ng .

Yeah ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .

Le t t ing  th ings  d ie .

So i t  was considered, I  guess, and the pol icy developed that there

should be just  one Span' ish speaking Ward or congregat ion for  each

community,  and that was the po1 icy that  was considered best.  Why?

I  don ' t  know.

Dur ing  a l ' l  th is  t ime tha t  they ' re  cons ider ing  th is  ques t ion ,  what  was

happening in the Mexican Ward or Wards?

Wel l ,  i t ' s  j us t  one ;  the  Th i rd  Ward .

During al l  t ime between 1967 and the lat ter  part  of  1972, what is

happening with al l  the issues that the Mexican American Mormons are
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concerned with,  fn th is inter im per iod when they are wa' i t ing for  a

po l i cy  dec is ion?

h le l l ,  I  th ink  we ' re  deve lop ing  a  more  aggress ive  a t t i tude  about  our

needs and we ' re  de f in ing  our  needs ,  and we ' re  demand ing  them.  Th is

wi l l  come about  w i th  the  d isso lu t ion  o f  the  Seventh  Ward ,  because i t ' s

no t  an  ask ing ,  i t ' s  a  te l l i ng .  Th is  i s  wha t  we ' re  do ing  and  na tu ra l l y

that was against  the church at t i tude. You know, the f i rst  too, l  that

we used, because I  real ly th ink i t  was a tool ,  was to complain about

the condi t ions of  the chapel  at  the St.  Vrain in the Second Ward,

because that wasn' t  real ly the problem. I t  was the problem that

the chapel  was very sma11, i t  was inadequate;  we had the danger of

the roof coming down on*us because i t  was Spanish sty le and i t  was

very heavy. The boards were old and i t  leaked al l  over the place.

l , ' le had tremendous prob' lems with the bui ld ing,  so we used the bui ld ing

and said,  "0ur needs are not being met,"  L/e started complaining

about the bui ld ing,  wi th the idea that maybe we could mot ivate the

church, br ing some attent ion upon us so the church would help us

construct  a better bui ld ing.  [ , le never f igured on being forced into

the Douglas Street Chapel ,  we never f igured on that.  As t ime went on,

we got wind of these intentions but repeatedly we opposed the move

to the Douglas Street Chapel. Ivly bnother-in-law, Manuel Gonzalez,

Jr . ,  was bishop af ter  me. He opposed i t  and whi le toe had somebody that was

in sympathy wi th our needs, we fel t  we wouldn' t  be forced into the

Douglas Street Chapel .  We knew, or at  least  I  fe l t ,  that  we'd have

problems in the Douglas Street Chapel ,  being wards; I  mean, wards
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in the common usage of  the word, wards of  another congregat ion.  I

don ' t  know,  bu t  I rm sure  they l re  hav ing  t remendous prob lems r igh t

now. Dice el g! j-@ en esPafrol:  "E-l  muertoy el arr imado a los

t les  d /a :  Ugt t * , ' , j  es toy  seguro  gu3 apes tamos a l l i .  Espec ia l l y  when

we had t roub le  f inanc ing  a  bu i ld ing  tha t  was  fa l l ing  down.  h le  had

t roub le  keep" ing  i t  up  and  repa i r ing  i t  and  ma in ta in ing  i t ;  I rm sure

they had tremendous problems helping wjth the maintenance of  th is

chapel  ,  that 's many t imes br lgger and many t jmes more expensjve.  So

I know they have problems and i  don' t  have to hear about them. So i t

was an at tempt,  as we got wind of  these intent ions,  to t ry to not

be  fo rced in to  th is  bu i ld ing .

This was In 1972, that  they did th is?

h le l '1 ,  a f te r  the  d isso lu t ion  o f  the  Th i rd  Ward .

0h ,  i t  came a f te r .

I  take i t  back;  the Third Ward was moved before.  That was one of  the

reasons we went to the Seventh Ward, because we did not agree with

the  b ishop tha t  was  pu t  in to  the  Th i rd  Ward .  We fe l t  tha t  he  was

e lec ted  as  a  b ishop w i th  the  in ten t  o f  fo rc ing  us  to  do  th ings ,  no t

jus t  tha t  th ing  bu t  many th ings .  That  was one o f  the  maior  th ' ings '

fo rc ing  us  in to  tha t  bu i ld ing ,  because he  was o f  the  op in ion  tha t  we

shou ld  move,  And I  a lways  fe l t  tha t  they  took  b ishops  o f f  and on  tha t

wou ld  go  a long w i th  the  po l i cy  they  wanted .  I f  theyrd  hear  me,  I

guess these would be grounds for excommunicat ion,  to say th is"  They

put in bishops and took them out according to the way that they fe l t

they 'd  goo bu t  maybe th is  i s  insp i ra t ion .  Anyway '  th is  was one o f
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the  obJec t ions  to  tha t  b ishop:  ev€h though werd  never  vo ted  aga ins t

h im as  many peop le  d jd  in  one o f  the  conferences"  The Ward  conferences

voted  aga ins t  tha t  b ishop,  and th is  was the  reason;  because we

d ' idnr t  want  to  be  fo rced in to  a  s i tua t ion  we d idnr t  want .  That

symbol izes the fact  that  we are there and the members don' t  say

anything about r ' t  anymore"

That  was the  Stake 's  response to  the  reques t  to  have a  be t te r  bu i ld ing?

Yes,  yesr tha t  was  the  answer  to  a  be t te r  bu i ld ing ,  That  wou ld  shut  us

up once and for al  I  ,

Jus t  to  ge t  the  chrono logy  s t ra igh t  here ,  when d id  tha t  happen?

l , le l1 ,  i t  happened,  I r l l  say  s ix  months  to  a  year  be fore  the  d isso lu t ion

o f  the  Seven th  Ward ,  someth ing ' l i ke  tha t .

When was the  d isso lu t ion  o f  the  Seventh  Ward?

I  wro te  a  Je t te r  r igh t  a f te r  tha t ,  and so  i t  shou ld  have the  da te  on  i t ,

May,  I  973,

M:  So about  s ix  months  be fore  tha t?  Your re  ta lk ing  about  December?

H:  I  canr t  remember ,  bu t  I !m sure  tha t  they  were  moved,

M:  h las  tha t  the ' i .mmedia te  cause then o f  the  beg inn ing  o f  tha t  con f l ' i c t?

H: WeJl ,  some of  us went oven to the Seventh l^ lard and we were ordered

not  to  par t i c ipa te  in  the  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  ward .

M: By whorn?

H: By the presidency of  the Stake. l^ le were to ld we should not part ic ipate

ac t i ve ly  in  the  ac t i v i t i es ,  take  any  ca l l i ng ;  the  b ishop  was  no t

to  ca l l  us .  We t r ied  to  po in t  ou t  many t imes tha t  th ' i s  th ing  about

the  boundar ies  r , ras  r id icu lous ,  because there  were  peop le  tha t  shou ld
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have been gotng to the Seventh Ward that were going to the Thir"d l lard '

and there were peop' le that  were l r iv ing in the boundar ies of  the

Third Ward that were going to the Seventh Wqrd. They reql ly wepenl t

keeping the boundar i 'es,  I t  was happeninE with the Anglo wards, to

people gor ing to di f ferent wardsr and they'  werentt  real ly bothered

about i t ,  but  we were, So natural ly i t  was something more than

the boundar iesr €ven though that was the reason given for the

d is fe l lowsh ip ,  So we d ' id  take  par t ,  though no t  in  the  o f f i c ia l

manner,  in the Seventh Wand, My wife,  for  instancer played the harrnon' ica

because they  d idnr t  have a  p iano"  They  met  in  a  l i t t le  room,  l ^ le  met

a t  the  Womanrs  C lub  in  Ys le ta r they ' jus t  had one p iano,  and the

ch i ld ren  had the i r  jun ion  Sunday schoo l  "  She has  a  melod ica  and she

p layed  the  me lod ica  so  tha t  they ld  have  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  mus ic .  R id icu lous ,

you know, the k ind of  part ic ipat ion lve gave them, and for th is

par t i c ipa t ion ,  tha t  was  the  insubord ina t ion .  But  I  guess  one o f  the

main  th ings  tha t  t roub led  the  Stake Pres ' idency  and the  Stake leaders

was tha t  I  was  teach ing  a  p r ies thood c lassn  the  h igh  pr ies ts ,  and

they ordered the leader to take me of f .  This had been the story of

my l i fe  when the  prob lems s ta r ted  showing up  in  the  Th ind  Ward .

That was one reason that I  lef t  for  the Seventh Ward, because I

had been the teacher of  the high pr. iests and one day without reason,

without explanat ion,  they took me of f .  Apparent ly the leader had been

ordered that I  shou' ld not teach anymore and I  knewi so th is was one of

the  th ings  tha t  s ta r ted  push inq  me,  mot iva t inq  me to  chanqe over  to

the Seventh l^ lard.  As a matter of  fact ,  I  d id ask the Stake Presidency
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i f  I  cou ld  qo  to  the  o ther  ward ,  to  q ive  me permiss ion  to  qo  to  the

other ward.  The.y never granted the permission. So when we did go,

we went  w i thout  permiss jon .  Teach inq  the  h iqh  pr ies ts  a t  the

Seventh  Ward ,  wh jch  met  a t  the  Woman 's  C lub  in  Ys le ta ,  r igh t  in

f ron t  o f  the  Ys le ta  H igh  Schoo l ,  the  leader  was to ld  tha t  I  shou ld

not  par t i c ipa te  tha t  I  shou ld  no t  teach;  and he  wou ld  no t  take  me

off  as a teacher.  As a matter of  faet  I .  was encouraged to cont inue

g ' i v ing  the  pr ies thood lessons  and he  was th rea tened w i th  los ing  fu tu re

oppor tun i t ies  in  the  church  o f  serv ice .  But  the  leader  a t  the  t jme

refused to take me of f  as teacher.

Was that Moroni  Flores?

No,  Roge l io  F lones .  Roge l io  F lo res  i s  Moron i  F lo res 's  b ro ther .  A t

the t ime they changed the leadens as an ef for t  to have one of  the

leaders take me of f ;  but  none of  the leaders that  they cou' ld get

would take me of f .  So, they fe l t  that  we had tremendous power and I

guess  i t  must  have been a  th rea t  jn  tha t  these peop le  shou ld  have

th is  much power  and shou ld  s tand up  to  the  au thor i ty  o f  the  church .

I  guess  those were  the  reasons  fo r  the  d isso lu t ion  o f  the  Seventh

Ward  and the  d is fe l lowsh ip  o f  the  b ishop,  even though he  had asked

to  be  re leased.  I t ' s  te r r ib le  tha t  he  wasn ' t  re leased when he  asked

to  be  re leased be fore ,  ins tead o f  be ing  d ' i s fe l lowsh iped.  He cou ld

have been re leased because he  to ld  them he d idn ' t  want  to  cont inue,

the  s ' i tua t ion  was ge t t ing  bad fo r  h im.  He is  rea l l y  a  sweet  man and

the fact  that  they accepted us there was why he was having trouble,

because we were  there .  He wou ld  no t  re jec t  us ,  he  wou ld  no t  te l l  us
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to leaVe, even though the orders Were to te l ' l  us to leaVe, not to make

us feel  welcome. But they never did,  they never made us feel  not

we lcome.  So I  guess  tha t  was  h is  b ig  mis take  and tha t ' s  why  he

was d is fe l lowsh iped,  because he  never  d id  make uS fee l  no t  we lcome.

This was the other brother to Moroni ,  Roberto Flores who was the

b ishop then.  So I  th ink  th is  was rea l ' l y  the  main  reason why the

Seventh  Ward  was d isso lved,  because th is  th rea t  o f  these peop le

ga in ing  se l f  de termina t jons  to  th is  ex t reme,  tha t  they  wou ld  no t  fo l low

the au thor i ty  o f  the  church .  I t  was  ius t  too  much,  I  guess  i t  t ' s

too much.

Who were the members of  the Stake Presidency at  that  t ' ime?

The Stake Pres' idency Was Brother Tur ley,  Brother Mol len and Brother

Romney.

Tur ley was the Stake President?

Yes .

Cou ld  you ou t f ine  the  events  tha t  lead  to  your  be ing  d is fe l lowsh iped?

Wel l ,  even though i t  has  never  been sa id ,  i f  I  were  mak ing  an

ana lys is ,  tha t  wou ld  be  the  grea tes t  th rea t .  I t  was  no t  so  much the

par t i c ipa t ion ,  p ' lay ' ing  the  harmon jca ;  because my w ' i fe  was brought

to court  too,  the only woman. And ' i t  was not so much because I

presented the pr iesthood class or because I  helped them with the road

show, or because of  the content of  the road show.

l,, lhat was the content of the road show? Was that a prob"lem? The content?

Yes. I t  was always a problem. As a matter of  fact ,  I  had the

fee l ing  tha t  many t imes we weren ' t  permi t ted  to  par t i c ipa te ' in  the
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product ion of  the road show, because when the Stake started having

road shows, we started learning about wr i t ing them, producing them,

ac tua l l y  pu t t ing  them on.  Be ing  tha t  Norma has  mus ica l  ab i l i t y '

we 'd  ge t  together  and wr i te  the  p lay  and f ind  the  mus ic ,  and teach

the  mus ic  to  the  young peop le .  I t  was  a lways  w i th  a  message,  an

at t i tude  o f  f ind ing  pr ide  in  ourse lves  and th is  sor t  o f  th jng .  And

I  guess  th is  sp i r i t  o f  se l f  con f idence was very  d isagreeab le  to  some

peop le .  But  we thought  tha t  i t  was  needed,  tha t  j t  was  mak ing  us

go ,  tha t  i t  gave  us  l i f e .

What  fo rm d id  i t  take  to  make i t  d jsagreeab le  to  them? What  in  the

content that  they f ind obiect ionable?

14e l1 ,  they  found a l l  the  d i f fe ren t  road shows ob iec t jonab le ,  bu t  the  one

we pnesented for the Seventh Ward, we took the theme of l le Wizard--of

02. t l |e changed The l ,J izand of  0zr gdVe j t  Chjcano mat jces,  You know,

co lo r ing .  I t  wasn ' t  Doro thy ,  i t  was  Doro tea .  Her  shoes  weren ' t

s l ippers,  they were huaraches. And she wasn' t  go' ing to go see

the  Wizard  a f  02 ,  she  was go ing  to  see "E l  Gran Huarur i " .  The T in  Man

wasn ' t  the  T in  Man,  i t  was  a  Ch icano ,  i t  was  an  Ind ian ,  i t  was  a

chamo.  Immedia te ly  th is  i s  very  d is tas te fu l  ,  to  g ive  i t  a  Ch ' i cano

f lavor .  I t ' s  very  d is tas te fu l  .  To  a  Mormon a t t ' i tude ,  th is  ' i s  d is tas te fu l  .

Was that expressed by any Anglo leadership?

| l le l ' | ,  i t  was expressed at  other t imes. In other road shows i t  was

expressed more clear ly,  because in other road show we had "Las

Canc iones  de  la  N j f rez  Mex ' i cana" ,  "Ld  Naran ja  Du lce ,  L imon Par t jdo"  and

a l l  these l i t t le  songs ;  and the  jdeas  were  expressed,  "WhY so  much

Span ish?"  Even though the  res t  was  in  Eng l jsh ,  ius t  the  songs  were  in

M:
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Span ish ;  bu t  i t  gave you a  d i f fe ren t  no te ,  a  fo re ign  no te  to  these

peop le  and  any th ing  tha t ' s  fo re ign  to  many  peop le  i s  ev i l ,  j t ' s  no t

to  be  accepted .  But  we were  t ry ' ing  to  b r ing  i t  in ,  and i t ' s  as  i f

we were  f laun t ' ing  i t ,  and  th is  i s  no t  to  be  done.  "You don ' t  f laun t

these th ings  tha t  we don ' t  l j ke . "  And we were ,  we were  f laun t jng  i t

in  the  bes t  manner  tha t  we cou ld ,  as  n ice  as  we cou ld ,  as  beaut i fu l l y

as  we cou ld ,  because our  young peop le  jus t  loved i t .  Then na tura ' l1y

we wanted the pr ize,  f i rst  p1ace, to show them that we had not on' ly

done i t ,  bu t  tha t  we had done i t  we l l .  Bu t  one o f  the  ob jec t ions

was  Span ish ;  they  donr t  wan t  Span ish .  A lso  in  th i s  one  I  was  te l l i ng

you about ,  The Wizard  o f  02 ,  when you have th is  Mex ican go ing  up  to

the  "Gran Huarur i "  and ins tead o f  g iv ing  h im courage l i ke  the  Wizard

gave courage and brains and whatever,  they were supposed to already

have them, he just  made them recognize that they already had them.

l^ le  d id  tha t  to  the  Ch icano,  to  the  Ind ian ,  by  g iv ing  h im the  b less ings

the  Book o f  Mormon g ives .  That  was jus t  too  much,  Vou know,  "You

peop le  tak jng  a1 l  the  b less ings l '  Bu t  these th ings  are  never  expressed,

you feel them. hle knew what we were doing. lnle were flaunting the

things that we wanted, our dreams. "How dare you f launt your dreams,

that are not our dreams? That may. be threatening to our desires.

How dare you?" so we did.  So, that  was one of  the accusat ions:

"Did you, or did you not,  on the night of  so and so fortho present the

road show?" Sure we did;  they helped us,  the Seventh Ward, or else

they wouldn't have a road show. But we had a theme, we had a message

in this. There was a message and they were not sopposed to have a

message. Then, whv weren' t  they supposed to have a message? Because i t
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had th is  r ing  to  i t .  I t  wasn ' t  on ly  tha t  i t  had  a  Ch iToo a  Mex ican

note in i t ;  but  i t  a lso had some of the dream of the laymanite,  which

you are not supposed to verbal ize,  you are not supposed to express.

So I  feel  that  these were some of the under ly ing th ings that had

never been spoken out,  reasons why they didn' t  want us to part ic ipate.

"You people br ing out an at t i tude that we don' t  want.  This is not

church  po l i cy ,  th is  i s  no t  in  the  church  program.  Th is  i s  no t  a  road

show that has been wri t ten in Sal t  Lake."  Sure,  we wanted to create

something, though i t 's  just  "pininos",  .como gj_ce! en gpeEl ,  at

creat ing;  because we real ]y don' t  have the art ist ic abi l i ty  to create

a  road show,  a  d rama,  mus ic  o r  any  th ing  l i ke  th is .  I t ' s  jus t  "p in inos"

and even these "pininos" were threatent ing.  And i t 's  terr ib le that

because we did present these "pininos" that  a l l  these things have

culminated in the dissolut ion of  the Seventh Ward and in the courts.

I t 's  iust  terr ib le.  So what are you going to do? l^ lhen these people want

to assume responsibi l i ty  {and some t imes they must want to assume

responsibi l  i ty  to do something on their  own),  wi ' l ' l  they have real  ized

that these things lve are trying to do are for our own good? They flaunt

what they have, or what they th ink they have, so why can' t  we? Pero

no les;  Sldesta act i tud;  no les gusta esta act i tud.  In general  ,

no les gggLt! nuestra manera de proceder, no les gus.;!5r esta manera de

proceder.

Could you talk a l i t t le bi t  about how they brought these people to the

court that they held and what happened there?

You know, i t 's  just  terr ib le the way the preparat ion for  th is court

was done; just  horr ib le.  I  even hate to th ink about i t  and I  hate to
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ta lk  about  i t ,  bu t  I '11  g ive  you one example .  Iv ly  b ro ther - in - law,

Manuel Gonzalez,  Jr . ,  who st i l l  l ives here,  he at tends the Third l 'Jard

and was on the high counc' i1.  Before the counts were convened, before

the change and before we were brought to court ,  he was released from

the  h igh  counc i l .  I  th ink  tha t  i f  he  had  rema ined  on  the  h igh  counc i l

Natura l l y ,  r ' t r s  very  hard  fo r  a  fa ther  to  tu rn  aga ins t  h is  son or  a

son to  tu rn  aga ins t  h is  fa ther ,  o r  a  b ro ther  to  tu rn  aga ins t  h is  s is te r .

I 'm sure  my bro ther - in - law wou ldnr t  have tu rned aga ins t  Norma,  wou ldn ' t

tu rn  aga ins t  me.  I t  wou ld  no t  have been a  unan imous dec is ion  to

d is fe l lowsh ip  us  on  whatever  g rounds they  had.  So I  fe l t  tha t  th is

was f i xed ,  tha t  he  was re leased,  so  tha t  these t r ia ls  cou ld  come about ,

and he never knew that the t r ia l  was going to come about.  There had

been many th rea ts ,  f i r s t  on  the  Ward  leve l ,  to  b r ing  us  to  cour t ,  to

br ing  me to  cour t .  I  th ink  a l l  th is  g round was prepared and tha t !s

what  I  mean j t ' s  jus t  te r r ib le  tha t  i t  was  done th is  way,  because I

th ink  he  fee ls  tha t  i t  was  done l i ke  tha t ;  because he  has  never  come

l_backJ  in to  fu l l  par t i c ipa t ' ion  and ac t iv i t y  in  the  church  tha t  he  had

been prev ious ly .  He never  has .  I  th ink  he  fee ls  tha t  he  was brushed

as ide  in  o rder  tha t  these cour ts  cou ld  become about .  Even w i th  a l l  the

prob lem,  I  was  very ,  surpr ised  tha t  they  wou ld  do  th jngs  l i ke  these.

I  forgot why we were at  the Stake house bui ld ing,  I  forget what the

reason was that we were there,  but we were al l  there and we were

presented with the let ter  there,  wj th the summons. As a matter of  fact ,

Monon i  was  very  hur t ;  we l l  we were  a l l  hur t .  Bu t  I  ment ioned h im

because he reacted, he expressed i t .  "Why do you give i t  to me here?
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Take i t  to my home. You know where I  l ive.  l^ lhy do you do i t  here?"

And we were given these summons, my wife and I ,  and we were supposed

to  appear  on  May the  lOth .  But  she thought ,  "May the  l0 th  i s  Mother 's

Day in Mdxico,  and I  sure hate to come to court  on May the l0th."

So we told the h ' igh pr iest  that  gave us the summons that we would not

appear on May the lOth,  they had to change the date.  So they did,

they changed the date to another day and Moron' i  came on tr ia l  f i rst .

But i t  was real ly hurt ing,  you know, iust  the sumrnons, the generai

a t t i t ude ;  l i ke  we  were  some sor t  o f  c r im ina ls ,  as ' i f  we  hadn ' t  been

act ive  and fa ' i th fu l  members  o f  the  church  a l l  our  l i ves ,  as  i f  we hadnr t

been to the temple and made convenants wi th the Lord that I  hold

sacred .  I t  was  jus t  te r r ib le .  Bu t  these  a re  some o f  the  l i t t l e

de ta i l s  tha t  p receded the  cour ts .

What  was the  compos i t ion  o f  those cour ts?  The B ishops '  cour t?

No,  i t  was  the  Stake Cour t .

Who were the people on i t?

The Stake H igh  Counc i l ,  the  Stake Pres idency .  I  th ' ink  many accusat ions

were made that were fa lse and r id jculous and they should have never

been made.  My w i fe  can g ive  you beaut i fu l  de ta i l s  about  i t ;  she  ta lked

wi th  them,  I  don ' t  know fo r  many hours .  I  d idn ' t  fee l  l  i ke  go ' ing

in to  de ta i l  because I  a lways  fe l t  tha t  we weren ' t  go ing  to  rea l l y  dea l

w i th  the  prob lems;  we never  dea l t  w i th  the  prob lems,  never .

What was i t  that  they concentrated on as they quest ioned you?

0h,  the  th ing  was insubord ina t jon ;  tha t  was  the  accusat ion .  We had

moved fnom one ward to another.  Why? They didn' t  want to know why,
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they  d idn f t  want  to  know any th ing .  Jus t  insubord ina t ion .  I  thought

i t  wou ld  be  excommunica t ion  a t  the  t ime,  bu t  i t  was  d is fe l lowsh ip .

And you know, I  never fe l t  l ike some of the people that  have gone

back to the church, that  have taken back some of these things that we

were struggl ing for .  They actual ly took everything back word by

word .  I  never  fe l t  tha t  I  cou ld  take  any th ing  back ,  espec ia l l y  ou t

of  context ;  because we never had talked about the problems, as I  am

te l l ing  you,  a t  leas t  some o f  the  ones  tha t  come to  my mind r igh t

now. I t  would be too much suffer ing.  Too many things have happened

ius t  to  fo rge t  i t .  I  canr t  fo rge t  i t .  I f  everybody e lse  wants  to

fo rge t  i t ,  we l l ,  I  donr t  th ink  they  can ,  bu t  I  can ' t  fo rge t  i t .

There  is  no th ' ing  I  can  do  about  i t .  Now,  as  t ' imes goes  on ,  t ime jus t

keeps  cover ing  th is  th ing  up ,  more  and more  and more .  But  i  fee l

we ' l l  s t i l l  have  these  p rob lems;  we  s t i l l  have  them and  somebody ' i s

go' ing to come and confront them.

l , lhen were you disfel  lowsh' iped?

May the  23rd ,1973 you were  ca l led  to  a  h igh  counc i l  cour t  where  you

were disfel lowshiped. The let ter  that  I  got  January the 25th,  1974,

at  th is t ' ime when the decis ion was made by the court ,  Vou were asked to

come back  in  to  rece ive  the  dec is ion  o f  the  cour t .  I ' l l  quo te  f rom

the minutes .  In  genera l  they  to ld  me tha t  the  cour t  had found me gu i l t y

o f  insubord ina t fon  and no t  fo l low ing  chosen church  leaders  and inc i t fng

others  to  insubord ina t ion ;  tha t  was  the  charge.

And the  da te  was January  '74?  That rs  when i t  took  e f fec t?

No, i t  took ef fect  " immediately on May the 23rd,  
. |973.
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Right  in  the  cour t?

Right af terwards. "This therefore means that you are denied the pr ivr lege

of  par t i c ipa t ing  in  the  fu l l  p rogram o f  the  church .  You are  encouraged

to  a t tend sacrament  and aux i l ia ry  meet ings  and pub l ic  con ference

sess ions ,  bu t  you  are  no t  en t i t led  to  speak ,  o f fe r  pub l i c  p rayer ,

par take  o f  the  sacrament  o r  o therw ise  par t i c ipa te  in  these meet ings .

You shou ld  pay  your  t i thes  and o f fe r ings ,  l i ve  in  harmony w i th  the  gospe l

s tandard  and  seek  fo r  re tu rn  fo r  fe l l owsh ip ' i n  the  church .  You  w i l l

not  be admit ted to pr iesthood meet ings or any assembly of  church of f jcers

and w i l l  no t  be  permi t ted  to  ho ' td  any  o f f j ce  in  the  church  or  exerc ise

your pr iesthood in any way."

That took ef fect  immediately af ter  the hear ing?

Yeah.

D id  they  have you go  ou t  and wa i t  wh i le  they  de l ibera ted ,  and then ca l led

you in and informed you?

H:  Yeah.  And my w ' i fe  was found no t  gu i l t y .  She was a lso  t r ied  fo r  the

same th ing .  But  a l l  the  males  were  found gu i l t y  and d is fe l lowsh iped

and they  have a l l  come in  back  in to  fe l lowsh io  except  Fe l i x  Va lenzue la

and  myse l f .  Bu t  Fe l i x ' i s  no t  ac t i ve  in  the  church  a t  a l l ;  he  does

not  a t tend a t  a l  I  .

M: Do you at tend?

H:  Yes ,  I  a t tend Sunday Schoo l ,  jus t  Sunday Schoo l .  Somet imes sacrament .

M:  Do you have in ten t ion  o f  go ing  back?

H:  I  don ' t  see  how,  you  know.  I  j us t  don ' t  see  how.

M:  What  i s  i t  tha t  you  have to  do  in  o rder  to  ge t  back  in?

M:

H:

M:
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H:  t , le l l ,  the  Stake Pres ident  was  here  recent ly  and to ld  me tha t  i f  I  pa jd

my fas t  o f fe r ing  and my t i th ing ,  I  cou ld  come back  jn to  fe l lowsh ip ;

that  they would cal l  the court  together,  and he thought (at  least

tha t ' s  the  impress ion  tha t  I  rece ived)  tha t  tha t  wou ld  be  enough.

But  i  wou ldn ' t  have to  take  any th ing  back ,  tha t ' s  the  impress ion  tha t

I  go t ;  tha t  I  cou ld  come back  in to  fe l ' l owsh ip .  But  now,  you know,

I  don ' t  see  how I  can .  I  don ' t  see  how.  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  func t ion

in  a  rea l  manner  and t ry  to  dea l  w i th  these prob lems,  bu t  i f  they  donr t

want to deal  wi th the problems and people want to forget them, what 's

the  idea? I  have a  conf l i c t ;  I  donr t  know.

M: l ' las one of  the prob' lems a matter of  personal i ty to some extent between

members of  the Stake presidency and perhaps some of the Iv lexican American

Mormons ?

H:  i  donr t  th ink  i t ' s  so  much  persona l i t y .  I  th ink  i t ' s  cu l tu ra l  va ' lues ,

I  th ink  i t ' s  po l i t i ca l  o r ien ta t ion .  Because  I  th ink  tha t  they  have

a tenr i f i c  es tab l i shment ,  when they  are  un i ted  economica l ' l y "  I f

they ' re  in  bus iness  together ,  a  very  success fu l  bus iness ,  they ' re

un i ted  economica l l y ,  they  work  fo r  each o ther  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .

And they ' re  connected  fami ly -w ise ;  they ' re  in te rmar r ied  and they 've

re la ted  to  fami l i es ,  and  re l ig ious ly  the re  a re  re la t ionsh fps .

Po l i t i ca l l y ,  I  imag ine  they  wou ld  be  fo r  Repub l i can ism.  So  i t ' s  okay .

I f  you  have these th ings  tha t  un i te  and the  more  t ies  tha t  you  can

get  to  have a  s t ruc tu re  and a  un i ty r  mot "e  power  to  you.  But  p lease don ' t

use  i t  aga ins t  me i  Oon ' t  c rush  me,  don ' t  commi t  genoc ide  w i th  your

power .  h lhy?  I 'd  l i ke  to  have th is  sor t  o f  power ,  too .  But  I  th ink
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these  a re  the  in f luences ;  they ' re  s t i l l  t he re .  As  I  sa id ,  i t ' s

per fec t l y  good,  per fec t l y  good;  bu t  don ' t  use  them aga ins t  somebody

tha t  can ' t  f igh t  you  back .  Le t  me f igh t  back l  Le t  me be ab le  to

s tand up  to  your  s t ruc tu re  i f  I  fee l  I  shou ld  s tand up  to  i t .  " I

can ' t . "  What  ind iv idua l  o r  few ind iv idua ls  can ' t  s tand  up  to  tha t

s t ruc tu re?  You te l  I  me.  "Can '  t .  "  They ' re  t igh t .  They ' re  the  I  eaders

in  the  church ,  and they ' re  the  leaders  p robab ly  because they  economica l ' l y

they  have the  t ime to  do  i t .  They ' re  economica l l y  we l l  o f f ,  and

as  I  say ,  fami ly  t ies .  F ine .  I  th ink  we cou ld  have had the  same

th ing  in  t ime among the  Mex jcan communi ty ;  bu t  no ,  these poss ib i l i t i es

were  pu t  o f f ,  now theyrve  been pu t  o f f  fo r  a  wh i le .  Sure ,  we have

re la t ionsh ips ,  fami l y  re la t ionsh ips  and  a l l  tha t ;  bu t  we  cou ld  have

had s t ronger  re la t ionsh ips  in  the  mak ' ing  now,  and I  th ink  tha t  some

of  those poss ib i l ' i t i es  have been pu t  o f f  in  the  Mex ican communi ty .

That ' s  why  I  say ,  "0kay  have those t ies .  Have them.  I f  you  can

get  them,  have them."  Because i t ' s  very  hard  to  fo rm a  s t ruc tu re ,

t remendous ly  hard .  We cou ldn ' t  do  i t .  t ^ Ie  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  on  jus t

idea l  s  w i th t o  t he  bu i l d ing  o f  t he  k jngdom o f  God .

The Ch icano group,  we cou ldn ' t  do  i t .  I t ' s  sad  to  say ,  bu t  we need some

more  o f  these t ies :  more  fami ly  t ies ,  economic  t ies .  Because when you

s tar t  hav ing  some,  ge t  ahead o f  the  o thers  economica l l y ,  iea lous jes ,

envy ,  and  a l l  these  th ings  c reep in ;  the  bas ic  na tu res  c reep  in .

Entonces  we s ta r t  f igh t ing  amongst  ourse lves  and every th ing  is  gone.

I  th ink  tha t ' s  p rec ise ly  what  happened.  You have to  be  s jmi la r  in

a l l  these th ' ings .  You s ta r t  ge t t ing  ahead economica l l y ,  o r  perce ive
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somebody having more educat ion,  being di f ferent l ike that .  Ya n.os

separamos. I  th ink these Were some of the reasons why We canrt

get together.  But as I  say,  theyrve gotten together on some of

these other grounds which is perfect ' ly  good; but i t rs too bad that

they 've  used i t  aga ins t  i t  and  I  th ink  they  are  go ing  to  cont inue to

use i t  aga ins t  i t .  They  have a  s t ruc tu re  tha t  ius t  won ' t  qu f t .  lde

don ' t ;  we have no  s t ruc tu re ;  we are  power less .  I  guess  some o f  the

th ings  tha t  we  fee l  somet imes  i s  a  despera t ion .  I t ' so  oh ,  te r r ib le

when you feel  that  powerlessnesso that here you Want to do something

that 's good, you want to bui ld up a dream, a Mormon dream from your

po in t  o f  v iew.  You can ' t  do  i t ,  you  don ' t  have any  o f  the  power '

in  any  sense.

l l le l l ,  re lated to what you are sayjng about the powerlessness of  the

Chicano w i th in  the  church ,  what  has  been the  fee l ing  o f  loca l  Ch icanos

wi th  regard  to  the  lack  o f  l eadersh ip  ' i n  h igh  pos  j t ' i ons?  I 'm

speakf  ng  here  o f  leadersh ip  in  Sa l t  Lake C i ty  o r  a t  the  reg iona ' l  
' l eve l  

,

o r  even here  a t  the  s ta te  leve l .

We l l ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  the  same fee l ing  tha t  I  expressed .  I  donr t  th jnk

they '11  express  i t ,  bu t  I  fee l  tha t  the  ab i l i t y  i s  the re .  I t ' s  no t

because we don ' t  have the  ab i l i t y ,  the  know how;  we have the  know

how and the  ab i l i t y  and the  fa i th fu lness  and every th ing  you have;  bu t

the  oppor tun ' i t y  i s  no t  there .  I t  Was never  g iven  to  us .  When there

was tokenism given, there was real ' ly  never the opportuni ty for  those

leaders  to  par t i c ' ipa te  jn  a  f ree  way,  open;  so  I  th jnk  there ' i s  th ' i s

f rus t ra t ion  by  some o f  the  po ten t ia l  leaders ,  there  is  th is  fee l ing  o f

u .
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frustrat ion and powerlessness and they iust  feel  bad about i t .  But I

don ' t  th ink  they ' re  go ing  to  do  any th ing  abou t  i t  now,  fo r  a  wh i le .

D id  you ever  en ter ta in  any  hopes o f  hav ing  a  Ch icano apos t le?

No,  no t  rea l l y .  I  guess  my fee f ings . . . . I  don ' t  know I  may  be  th ink ing

c?azy ,  bu t  my fee l ing  was to  b r ing  the  group a long as  fa r  as  we cou ld ,

and j f  any  leaders  deve loped there  tha t  had the  ab i l i t y  to  be  an

apost " len  we1 l ,  le t  i t  be  so .  But  b r ing  everybody together ,  le t ' s

come a long.  I  never  had the  asp i ra t ions  o f  even be ing  in  the  Stake

H' igh  Counc i ' l  .  Those were  no t  asp i ra t ions  here  fo r  me.

Bu t  i sn ' t  i t  c r i t i ca l  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  make  any  p rogress  w j th jn  the

church  to  have somebody there  where  j t  rea l ' l y  counts?  0 therw ise  you '11

jus t  be  on  the  ou ts  fo rever .  Th is  i s  one th ing  tha t  bo thers  peop le

tha t  I  have ta lked  to  in  the  pas t .

Yeah ;  we l l ,  I  guess  I  am sor t  o f  d i f fe ren t  in  tha t  respec t .  Tha t  doesn ' t

rea11y  bo ther  me about  hav ing  an  apos t le  o r  two.  That  rea ' l1y  doesn ' t

bo ther  me,  what  bo thers  me is  tha t  the  peop le  do  no t  express  the i r

be ing .  That ' s  what  I  want  to  see.  I  want  to  see respons ib i l i t y ,

I  want  to  see the  peop le  say ,  "Here  we are ,  th is  i s  what  we want  and

th is  i s  what  we are  go ing  to  do . "  Because you can have an  apos t le '

o r  two  o r  th ree ,  and  they  can  te11  them,  "You  need  to  do  th is . . . . "

But  I  want  to  see them express ing  th is  fee l ing  o f  be ' ing  what  they

are,  what they want to be.

Can I  say  someth ing? A l l  I  want  to  do  is  ius t  to  g ive  h im the  idea,

then he  can say  i t ,  because I  th ink  I  can  te l l  what  he  is  t ry ing  to

say .  H is  emphas is  i s  on  jnd iv ' idua l  deve lopment .  You see,  we can

g loss  over " ' i t .  I t ' s  l i ke  tak ing  the  mean o f  someth ing  o r  an  average .

M:
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You can have a person way up here but real ' ly  the bunch is down here.

And I  th ink  what  he  is  say ing  is  tha t  every  ind ' i v idua l  shou ld  deve lop ,

and having one or two apost les way up here wonrt  make a darn bi t  of

d i f fe rence i f  the  ind iv idua ls  themse lves  are  no t  excer t ' ing  the i r  own

persona l i t i es ,  the i r  own ind iv idua l ' i sm.

Yes ,  th i s  i s  wha t  rea l l y  concerns  me.  Who ge ts  up  there?  Wel l ,  i t r s

good,  i t rs  f ine  and good;  bu t  I rm concerned w i th  the  oppor tun ' i t ies  tha t

the  group shou ld  have,  and I  th ink  many t imes tha t  these oppor tun i t ies

we make fo r  ourse lves .  I  rea l l y  don ' t  th ink  tha t  the  Ang lo  leaders ,

whoever  they  are  or  may be ,  canr t . . . .  Maybe I  am wrong,  bu t  I  fee l  tha t

we shou ld  assume,  make these oppor tun i t ies ,  and i t  bo thers  me when

they don' t  want to make them.

Isn ' t  there  a  p rob lem there? I f  you  donr t  have a  person s i t t ing  in

where  the  dec is ions  are  made then the  env i ronment  fo r  those k inds  o f

th ings  to  happen w i l l  no t  be  c rea ted ,  because the  peop le  who make

dec is ions  w i l l  no t  c rea te  tha t  k ind  o f  env i ronment "

|^ le1' | ,  yeah, maybe so;maybe there is a problem and maybe you do need a

leader  up  there .

I t ' s  hard  to  b r ing  i t  about  f rom the  bo t tom up.

Yeah.  But  you see,  now I 'm hung up  w i th  the  va lue  o f ,  the  impor tance

o f ,  deve lop ing  a  re l ig ious  a t t i t ude  f rom an  ind iv idua ' l  po in t  o f  v iew.

I  th ink  tha t  th js  needs  to  be  brought  back .  I  th ink  tha t  the  emphas is

now is  on  re l ig ion  f rom the  top  down.  I  th ink  tha t  we were  taught ,

when I  was  a  miss ionaryn  tha t  the  Mormon church  was un ique,  because

i ts  bapt ism was the  on ly  bapt ism tha t  was  t rue ,  because i t  was  by

M:
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immersion, and because you received the Holy Ghost af ter  you were

bapt ized .  And th is  Ho ly  Ghost  wou ld  take  you to  a l l  t ru th ,  wou ld

wh isper  to  you  in  a  so f t  vo ice ,  a  s t i l l ,  sma l l  vo ice .  Then  th is  to  me

is  the  emphas iz ' ing  o f  the  ind iv idua l  rece ' i v ing  reve la t ion  and

d' i rect ion,  fo l  I  ow' ing your own and maki  ng your own rel  ig ious at t i  tude '

wh ich  I  th ink  peop le  do ,  anyway.  But  i t ' s  no t  emphas ized.  We get

1 ip  serv ' i ce .  I t ' s  too  much f rom the  top  down,  the  po ' l ' i cy  th ing .  You

are  no t  supposed to  g ive  a  lesson,  sdV any th ing  tha t ' s  no t  in  the

lesson,  tha t  i s  no t  a l ready  there  in  the  manua ls .  Th is  th ing  o f  the

ind iv ' idua l  ,  they  want  to  ' ignore  ' i t .  You canr t  rea l l y  ignore  i t .

| l |e  can ' t  w ' ipe  ou t  the  jnd jv idua l  .  Bu t  I 'm hung up  on  the  ' impor tance

of  tha t  and I  don ' t  know how you ' re  go ing  to  ge t  i t .

There  is  very  l i t t le  room wj th ' in  the  s t ruc tu re .

| l l e ]1 ,  th i s  i s  a  p rob lem o f  re l ig ion .  I t ' s  a  na tu ra l  p rob lem,  and  i t

shou ld  look  a t i t se l f  and  see  tha t  i t  has  th i s  p rob lem and  j t  shou ld

g ive  the  ind iv idua l  i t s  due .  No t  every th ' i n9 ,  no ;  I 'm  no t  say ' ing

every th ing ,  bu t  i t s  due  p lace .  When you  g ive  the  ind iv idua l  h i s

due p lace ,  then you can a l low fo r  these ind iv idua l  d ' i f fe rences '  you

can a l low fo r  the  in f luence o f  Ch icano,  o r  Mex jcan,  whatever .  The

church ,  now I ' ve  heard  tha t  i t  c la ' ims to  be  a  wor ld -w ide  church ,

w ' i th  a  wor ld -w ide  a t t ' i tude .  I t ' s  be ing  more  l ibera l  in  the  permi t t ing

o ther  cu l tu ra l  ' i n f luences  f rom o ther  peop le .  The t imes have

changed from what was happening then.

We haven ' t  ta lked  about  the  b lack  issue,  the  doc t r jne  toward  b lacks .

How do you fee' l  about that?

What do you mean how do I  feel  ?

M:
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M: Are yor-r  in agreement wi th church pol icy wi th regard to the blacks not

ho ld ing  the  pr ies thood?

H:  Th is  i s  a  p rob lem and i t ' s  based on  the  way I  see  the  concept  o f  I s rae l .

I t 's  a t remendous problem because I  had to take care of  that

problem f i rst  for  the laymanite and I  haven,t  real ly taken care of

that  problem, and I  don' t  th ink the church wants to even deal  wi th

the  prob lem o f  the  laymani te ,  even i f  i t ' s  r igh t  here  in  the  Book

of l lormonn the foundat ion.  I t  doesn' t  want to deal  wi th that  problem.

How can I  s ta r t  dea ' l ing  w i th  the  prob lem o f  the  b lack  i f  i t  doesn, t

even want to deal  wi th the problem of the laymanite? what is the

place of  the laymanite in th is idea of  Israel? As I  wrote in that

paper '  when you have at  least  two points of  v iew that are strong

and are completely opposi te,  you have a t remendous problem. They,re

not  even ta lk ing  about  i t ;  they  don, t  even want  to  ta lk  about  th is

problem. Even though I 've read a lot  f rom Dialogue about the prob' lem

of  the  b lack ,  I  can ' t  even s ta r t  th ink ing  about  the  prob lem,

because they  haven ' t  dea l t  w i th  the  laymani te  p rob lemo and i t , s  bas ic  to

Mormonism. I f  we are denied a place in Mormonism, the laymanite,

Pues, pobres los negros.  I f  we are not permit ted to come in to

mal in stream Mormonism, being of  the house of  Israel ,  being the chosen,

be ing  the  remnant  o f  Jacob and a l l  th is  sor t  o f  th ing ,  I  don, t  know

about the blacks. I feer that the day we can fome in, maybe there

wi l l  be more of  a chance that the blacks can cbme in.  But when we

haven ' t  even come in . .

But  you  d idn ' t  answer quest i  on .
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The answer  i s  tha t  I  rea l l y  haven ' t  cons idered  i t .  I  haven ' t

cons idered the  prob lem wi th  the  b lack  and h ' i s  no t  ho ld ing  the  pr ies thood.

Because in  a  sense,  what  j s  i t  to  ho ld  the  pr ies thood? Pr ies thood,

is ,  the  way I  see  i t ,  a  r igh t  to  ac t  in  God 's  name;  bu t  p r ies thood a lso

has  power  in  i t .  I t ' s  j us t  no t  the  r igh t ,  bu t i t  has  power .  Bu t  when

we don ' t  have r igh t  o r  power ,  and we say  tha t  the  laymani te  go t  the

pr ies thood  bu t  no t  power ,  i t ' s  a  den ia l  o f  the  p r ies t .  We can ' t

magn i fy  the  pr ies thood.

Have you sensed the  fee l ing  among Ch icano Mormons,  in  sens ing  the

att i tude of  the Ang' lo Mormons about the promises toward the laymanites

(t f rat  the laymanites are going to blossom as a rose and come forth

and  fu l f i l l  a l l  t hese  p romises) ,  tha t  wha t  the  Ang los  perce ive  in

the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  new k ingdom js  tha t  they  are  go ing  to  p rov ide  the

labor  fo r  tha t  and no t  so  much the  leadersh ip?

H:  Not  any  o f  the  miss ionar ies  tha t  we 've  met  1a te1y  even know about

these th ings .  But  I  fe l t  tha t  jn  the  pas t  some o f  the  Ang lo  Mormons

tha t  came amongst  us  rea l l y  fe l t ,  rea11y  rea l1y  be l ievedn tha t  we

had a  p1ace,  and i t  was  no t  jus t  a  p lace  o f  p rov id ing  1abor .  I t  was

a  h igh  p lace .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t , ' i t  was  a  f i r s t  p lace .  I  fe l t  tha t

some Ang los  rea l l y  be f ieved th is ,  I  rea l l y  do .  And then I  fee l  tha t

o ther  Ang los  donr t  be l jeve  ' i t .  some Ang los  don ' t  be l ieve  i t  a t

a l l '  tha t  we have any  p)ace.  But  I  rea l l y  do  be l ieve  tha t  in  the  pas t ,

th ' i s  fee l ing  we go t  f rom Ang los .  They  gave ' i t  to  us ,  some Ang los

gave  i t  to  us ;  tha t  we  rea l l y  had  a  f i r s t  p1ace ,  tha t  we  d idn ' t  th ink

up these jdeas .
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And you think they are retreat ing f rom that now?

NO, I  th ink that  some Mormons st i l l  feel  the same way, but they are in

the  minor i ty .

I  want to go back to someth' ing that we were talk ing about before when

I asked you about the problem of personaf i ty conf l ic ts between

peop le  on  the  Stake pres idency  and some o f  the  ind iv ' idua ls  invo lved.

One of  the th ings that Moroni  Flores ment ioned to me was the carry

over of  an at t i tude of  Anglo Mormons from the colonies.  They have

these re la t ionsh ips  w ' i th  Mex icans  over  there  and thought  o f  those

Mex icans  as  peons,  and tha t  car r ied  over  in to  the  se t t ing  in  E1 Paso.

And there  is  a  re luc tance among some Ang lo  Mormons,  espec ia l l y  the

ones fnom down there,  to t reat  Mexicans on an equal  level  because of

tha t  re la t ionsh ip  back  there .  D id  you sense tha t  e lement?

t^ le l l ,  I  have a lways  fe l t  tha t  they  were  look ing  down upon us .  I  don ' t

know i f  i t rs  jus t  f rom the  co lon ies .  I  a lways  fe l t  tha t  there  was

a looking down on us.  Once when I  was a bishop, somebody from the

Stake ca l led  the  house and I  answered.  I  answered in  Eng l ish  and he

asked fon  B ishop Hernandez.  I  sa jd ,  "Th is  i s  b ishop Hernandez

speak ' ing . "  He  sa id ,  "0h ,  you  speak  Eng l i sh l "  L i ke ,  " l  d idn ' t

expec t  you  to  speak  Eng l ish .  I  d jdnr t  expec t  you  to  know any th ing . "

Then somebody in  the  Stake a lso  asked my w i fe  one t jme,  "0h ,  you

are  a  teacher?"  "Yes . "  "What  do  you teach,  Span ish?"  I  th ink

these examples  o f  look ing  down.  L ike ,  "0h ,  yes l  I f  you  teach,

you  mus t  teach  Span ish .  You  can ' t  teach  any th ing  e1se . "

And then when I  to ld  her  tha t  I  taught  mathemat ics ,  she  sa id ,
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"Do you teach i t  in Engl ish or in Spanish?t,  TOdaVia terca.

so  I  th ink  tha t  they  looked down on us  in  our  poss ib i l i t i es ,  in  our

po ten t ia ls .  We never  were  Ca l led  to  the  Stake leadersn ip  because o f

the  fee l ing  tha t  we weren ' t  capab ' le  o f  the  ca l l ing .  I  rea l l y  th ink

tha t .

Have there been Chicano members of  the Stake High Counci l  on a regular

basis here in El  paso, representat ives?

Moroni  was on the High Counci l ,  dnd my brother- in- law, Manuel Gonaalez;

Gu i l le rmo Ba lderas .  Gu i l le rmo Barderas  was there  fo r  years ;  he 's

not there any more.

so there has been representat ion on a reguJar basis.

Wel l ,  the bodies have been there.  Whether these bodies have represented,

I  doubt  i t .

But at  least  they have been there.

Yeah.

I  th ink that  a l l  of  them have made at tempts,  s incere at tempts.

Probab ly  so ,  I 'm be ing  too  c r i t i ca l .  p robab ly  they  d id  what  they  courd

under the c i rcumstances.

Is there one now?

Wi l l i e .

Gu i l le rmo Ba lderas ,  J r .

wasn ' t  he  jus t  pu t  in  recent ry?  There  wasn ' t  one fo r  a  t imeo r igh t?

As I  said,  I  may be completery f rong. My ideas nray be completely wrong,

my percept ions may be completely wrong and ny feel ings of f ,  but  I  feel  that

i t  is  very important that  a person express these feel ings and these

ideas, even i f  they are wrong, that  he be not afraid of  re ject ion or
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whatever,  because he expressed himsel f .  This is what I  was tel l ing you

at  the  beg inn ing ,  tha t  th is  i s  fac ing  rea l i t y ,  th is  i s  fac ing  1 i fe .

This is what I  feel  ,  th is is rqy l i l 'e .  I f  I  go over there and tel l  people

how good I  am and how fai thful  I  am, how much I  bel ieve and how much

I  fo l low,  I 'm no t  say ing  the  same th ings .  Th is  i s  what  I  rea l l y  fee ' l

in  my hear to  as  we l l  as  I  can  express  i t  in  words .  I t ' s  jus t  o f f  the

t ip of  my hat.  But I  don' t  feel  that  people are saying what they

fee l ,  what  they  th ink .  And be fore  you can fee l  the i r  l i fe  and v i ta l i t y

in the congregat ion,  th is must happen. After th is happens, then you

can maybe pursue the dream and pursue other th ings; but th is must

happen f i rst .  People must be able to say what they feel ,  what they

think) even i f  i t 's  wrong. what I  may have told you may be completely

o f f ,  i t ' s  j us t  one  man 's  po in t  o f  v iew;  bu t  i t ' s  my  po in t  o f  v iew and

i t ' s  my  l i f e  and  i t ' s  a  l i f e .  I  mus t  above  a l l  th ings ,  como d i jo

Shakegleare ,  "Be true to th ine own sel f . "  I  must be true to qysel f .

I f  I  am not  go ing  to  be  t rue  and express  these fee l ings- -and I  don ' t

go around expressing them al l  the t ime--8ut whenever the opportuni ty

presents i tsel f  or  sornebody asks me, I  should te l l  them how I  feel ,  and

I  shou ldn ' t  cover  up .  Because be fore  we can have any th ing  rea ' | l y .

happening there in church, before we can real ' ly  have a rel ig ious

exper ience,  a  fee l ing  o f  sp i r i tua l i t y ,  you  must  do  th is .  I t ' s  no t  by

keeping the doors c losed and keeping the noise down that you are going

to get spir i tual i ty,  no;  you can shut everybody up and close al l  the

doors and close al l  the windows and everything else and you are not going

to  ge t  i t ,  you  are  no t  go ing  to  ge t  sp i r i tua l i t y .  Because I  th ink
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sp i r i tua l i t y  comes f rom,  f i rs t ,  be ing  honest  to  yourse ' l { .  and tha t ' s  what

I  am t ry ing  to  do ,  be  honest  to  myse l f  by  te l l ing  you these th ings .

And as I  said,  I  may be complete ' ly  wrong, and as I  said,  I  wish somebody

wou ld  conf ron t  me and te l l  me,  f 'No ,  we l l ,  look ;  i t ' s  no t  wrong what

you are  say ing ,  because o f  th is ,  th is  and th is . ' ,  Bu t  they  won, t  do

tha t ,  because I  can ' t  express  these th ings .

You ment ioned the publ icat ion Dialogue a whi le ago. How do you feel

about  tha t  k ind  o f  pub l i ca t ion  and i t s  re la t ion  to  the  Ch icano communi ty

in  te rms o f  i ssues  tha t  i t  dea ls  w i th ,  tha t  a re  no t  normal ly  dea l t

w i th ,  in  normal  church  pub ' l i ca t ions ,  in  re la t ion  to  th ings  tha t

Chicano Mormons are concerned with? Didn' t  you send that art ic le that

you wrote to Dialogue?

Yes.  we l l ,  you  know i t ' s  a t  a  very  h igh  leve l .  I t ' s  very  hard  to  read.

But I  feel  that  as you read i t ,  you can f ind these things that I  am

te l l ing  you;  I  th ink  you can f ind  them in  d t f fe ren t  a r t i c res .

You can f ind al l  these di f ferent points.  I  th ink that  peop' le have

expressed these same fee l ings ,  tha t  the i r  fee l ings  tha t  I 'm express ing

to you are not unique, and that many peop' le have them. And they don' t

have to be chicanosn they can be Anglos.  l^ lhen they are speaking and

being true to themselves and wri t ing to Dialogue, they come out;

maybe no t  a t  g rea t ' leng th ,  bu t  you  can see they ' re  there ,  these fee l ings

are  there .  I  th ink  i t ' s  very  impor tan t  and I  th ink  i t ' s  very  good,  and

I th ink that  the art ic le that  I  wrote is not the type of  ar t ic le that

they want because of  the way that i t 's  done. I t 's  real ly taking to

task  leaders  o f  the  church  tha t  a re  s t i l l  l i v ing  and i t ' s  tak ing  them
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to  task  on  a  doc t r ina l  bas is .  And you ius t  don ' t  do  tha t  and D ia logue

doesn ' t  do  tha t .

To that extent,  they've copped out.

They ' re  no t  go ing  to  d iscuss  the  doc t r ine ;  no ,  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  do

that,  not  yet .  And this paper goes to the doctr ine.  What I  am

saying is,  I  see a contradict ion here;  two di f ferent points of  v iew

on a  doc t r ine  tha t ' s  bas ic .  That ' s  too  much.

For the benef i t  of  having that on tape, could you summarize the

conf l i c t  tha t  you  are  ta lk ing  about?

h , le l l ,  I  th ink  the  conf l i c t  i s  rea l l y  in  the  in te rpre ta t ion  o f  the  Book

of Mormon, and I  don' t  say i t  so much in the art ic le.  Bruce R. McConkie,

in  h is  book ,  Mormon Doct r ine ,  speaks  o f  thegent i les ,  and in  e f fec t

th is  i s  what  he  is  say ing ,  th is  i s  what  I  unders tand.  He is  say ingo

to my understanding, that  Lehi  d id not understand the concept of  what

or who the gent i les are.  He did not understand the concept and that

Lehi  had a di f ferent concept,  and that Lehi 's concept of  who the

gent i les are is not the correct  concept;  but  the comect concept of  who

thegent i les  a re  i s  Bruce R.  McConk ie 's  concept  o f  who the  Gent i les

are.  Then, you know, you can or ig inate the problem there.  I 'm just

t ry ing to seek a place where you can start  to pin point ,  where you can

talk about the problem. And i t 's  a t remendous prob' lem. Who am I

to bel ieve? Bruce R. McConkie,  who is a leader and I  am supposed to

bel ieve? 0r am I  to bel ieve Ldhi  and the 1ogic,  the theology of

the Book of  Mormon? I f  I  fo l low Bruce R. McConkie and the concept that

he gives me of  who the ient i les are,  I  don' t  understand the Book of
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Mormon; but i f  I  fo l low the concept that  Lehi  g ives meo I  can more or

less understand the Book of Mormon, at least the way I want to understand

i t -  Maybe we bel ieve what we want to bel ieve and I  guess that 's what I

want  to  be l ieve .  I  want  to  be l ieve  the  concept  tha t  Leh i  i s  g iv ing .

And what is that?

Wel l ,  in a sense, Lehi  is  saying that the Anglos in general  are the

3 ien t i les .  The Ang io  members  don ' t  want  to  be  the  gent i les  a t  a l l ;

they don' t  want to be gent i les.  They don' t  want to say thatrokay

they are of  the house of  Israel  to adopt ion, .  that 's not good enough,

7,hey want to be of  the house of  Israel  l ike the Book of  Mormon claims

that the laymanite is of  the house of  Israel  l ike the Book of

Mormon claims that the laymanite is of  the house of  Israel ,  through

d i rec t  l ineage,  th rough b lood,  tha t  these b less ings  come,  in  a  sense,

through his blood, through his inher i tance. That 's the way they want

to be of  the house of  Israel .  I t 's  the same problem again that  we were

talk ing about a cul tural  problem; i t  comes from the doctr ine.  So

they don' t  want that  interpretat ion,  they don' t  want to be the

gent i les,  as the Book of  Mormon speaks of  the gent i les:  , 'This is a

gent i le  na t ion . "  The t i t le  page is  wr i t ten  to  the  laymani tes ,  who

are a remnant of the house of Israel , and al so to the Jew and the

gent i le,  and i t  says,  " I t  is  to come forth in due t ime by the way of  the

gent i le . "  But  they  don ' t  want  to  be  the  gent i le  in  any  sense o f  the

word, and that 's what the Book of  Mormon says. so they must read,

def ine,  re interpret  the Book of  Mormon, and I  want to take i t

1 i te ra l l y .  And tha t ' s  where  the  prob lem beg ins .

That in ef fect  is  what he is saying in the art ic le that  DialogueMrs.  H:
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refused to pr int ,  because you canrt  te l l  an authort tn,  "Man yourre

re-def in ing the Book of  Mormon to your convenience so you are not going

to be the gent i ' le;  you want to be of  the house of  Israel .  We claim

we are  o f  the  house o f  Is rae l .  Look  a t  our  co lo ro  tha t ' s  our  p roo f .

We don' t  know who you are,  but  we know who we are."  Man, they don' t

I  i ke  tha t .

Have you confronted any Anglo Mormon here wi th that  posi t ion?

Yes, but they're young and they're inexper ienced, and many t imes

they are humildes ,  and they accept i t .

Have you talked with older members?

l,.Iell, the old members were the ones that understood it that way.

El  presidente de la misidn viejo,  Brother Jones, that 's the way he

taught f t  to us,  that  we were of  the house of  Israel .

Th' is is an old problem. They had problems in Mdx' ico about ' i t ,

so i t  happened forty years ago. Recent ly,  Romney says, "This has a

smel l  of  the prob' lems in Mdxico."  Because when you assume the at t i tude

of you are of  the house of  Israel  and you are chosen, as I  said,  You

are  go ing  to  f laun t  th is  fee l ing  o f  thank fu lness  in  a  sense.  I t ' s  a

feel ing of  thankfulness, of  pr ide.  I t  smel ls of  la tercen1 convencidn

en Mdx ico .  I t ' s  go t  to  smel l  o f  i t ;  i t ' s  the  same th ing .

What are you referring to, l.a lercera aonvencidn?

Wel l ,  they have problems in Mdxico.  They had excommunicat ions en masse

because of this problem. They were teaching the members over there

another concept of  the gent i les and reinterpret ing the Book of  Mormon,

from this other point  of  v iew. The members in MCxico, some of the
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older members that have an understanding of Mormonism and the Book

of Mormon resist  i t .

Mrs.  H: They wou' ld meet and discuss these things, the leaders of  Mdxico;

sharp,  sharp people.  Apparent ly there was a Third Convent ion,

they meet in convent ions and conferences. One of  the big th ings

that the whole th ing started around kind of  focussed on when the

mt 'ssionar ies went down there and were teaching square dancing. They

had a f i t .  Idhy should they be learning square dancing when they

shou ld  be  learn ing  the i r  own 'ba i les  reg j iona les  and the i r  own cu l tu ra l

type of  th ings?

H: Then the feel ings of  l -a Revolucidn de 
. |9. |0,  

the cul tural  revolut ion

in Mdxico,  was very strong then. Natural ly they were going to detect

them when these other influences came that were foreign to what they

wanted, and they were going to ident i fy them and they were going to

relate them to the teachings. I t  happened once in M6xico,  and we

never wanted to be inf luenced by these things that happened in M6xico;

so we waited unt i l  lve were touched with our own exper ience. so that 's

why. I t 's  real ly our ot^tn exper ience and I  shouldn' t  even brfng up the

thing about ldxico.  But I  want to te l l  you is that  i t  happened before,

i t ' s  happen ing  now and  i t ' s  go ing  to  happen  aga in .

When did i t  happen in Mexico?

La te  30 's ,  ea r l y  40 's .Mrs.

M:

H:


	Interview no. 307
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1263418678.pdf.fKXHJ

