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El Paso Comic Con set to return

BY CATHERINE RAMIREZ

The Prospector

The El Paso Comic Con brings a handful of
celebrity guests for a pop culture-filled weekend
April 12-14 at the El Paso Convention Center.

The three-day event includes costume and
trivia contests, a poker tournament, a cosplay
competition, gaming, merchandise, panels with
special guests and more.

“There are home shows, garden shows,
gun shows for everyone—but nothing really
like this,” said Troy Stegner, director of El Paso
Comic Con.

The convention will include special guests
from different aspects of pop culture such as
author guests, celebrity guests, media guests,
comic industry guests and cosplay guests.

“El Paso Comic Con celebrates pop culture
from all aspects,” Stegner said.

Special guests include Donny Cates, Frank
Cho and Jae Lea. Cates is comic book writer
currently working on “Venom” and “Cosmic
Ghost Rider” Cho is a comic strip and comic
book writer and illustrator known for his series

“Liberty Meadows” Lee is the youngest pro-
fessional artist ever to work for a major comic
book company Marvel.

The convention’s cosplay competition allows
participants to represent a specific character.
Cosplay guests at the comic con include inter-
nationally recognized cosplayer, artist, gamer
and model Ivy Doomkitty.

The staff of El Paso Comic Con wants to re-
mind all guests that cosplay is not a form of con-
sent and holds a zero-tolerance anti-harassment
policy toward those who are participating in
cosplay during the event.

The El Paso Comic Con began in the 1980s
but has been owned and directed by Stegner for
the past three years, who plans to continue the
event in the years to come.

Stegner said the El Paso Comic Con is a
space where pop culture nerds have a place to
interact and share their excitement with each
other and all those from the El Paso Comic Con
invites all to “Fly Your Nerd Flag High?”

Catherine Ramirez may e reached at theprospector] @gmail.com.
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The three-day event includes costume and trivia contests, special celebrity guests and more.

Winter is here
Final season of ‘Game of Thrones’ starts Sunday

BY DANIEL MENDEZ

The Prospector

Editor's note: is ar

age? How does the relationship of brother and sister
lovers of Cersei and Jaime Lannister end? Is there
even an iron throne to claim at the end of the Night
King and white walkers path? A dragon versus ice

ticle contains spoilers for thedragon battle is sure to be one of the highlights of

“Game of rones’ series.
For years since the very
first episode of the series of
“Game of Thrones;” char-
acters have said the now popular phrase “winter is
coming” Now as the show is set to debut Sunday
for its eighth and final season, one thing is certain.
Winter has arrived.

Whether you've been part of the emotional roll-
er coaster that is “Thrones” since the first book hit
bookshelves in 1996 or you're like me and didn't get
into it until season three. The show is the best part of
Sundays. I binged watched every episode until the
premiere of season four.

Maybe you just recently caught up with the
show since it's been a year or more since fans have
gotten a new one. Or if you havent, stop reading
now as spoilers are coming.

The night is dark and full of terror. Fans of the
show and books have learned not to get emotion-
ally attached to a character from Westeros. Creator
George R. Martin has achieved great success tell-
ing his story this way. From Eddard Stark dying in
the first season, the Red Wedding, Joftrey Barathe-
on and Tywin Lannister, the demise of Stannis
Baratheon and his family to Knights of the Harpy,
Hodor, Hardhome, Battle of the Bastards, Arya kill-
ing Littlefinger to a dragon being part of the Night
King army, Game of Thrones has delivered deaths
that have been satisfying and inconsolable.

With season eight on its way and a handful of
characters left battling for the iron throne, each epi-
sode is going to be an upheaval. Deaths are going to
happen. If youre team Stark, Lannister, Targaryen
or team white walkers, chances are your favorite
character may not make it to the end.

There are moments to come in this last and fi-
nal season for which fans have been waiting. What
will happen when Jon finally knows his true parent-

this season.

Another thing that I look forward to seeing is
which “Thrones” theories are true. Like any popu-
lar entertainment franchise, Thrones has many fan
theories. Is there really a dragon underneath Win-
terfell? Is Tyrion half Targaryen? Is Bran really the
Night King instead of the three-eyed raven? Also if
Daenerys does indeed die, does she come back as a
dragon if she’s exposed to fire?

As a refresher course on all things “Thrones,”
I've started rewatching the series from the begin-
ning. Its my second time screening earlier seasons
and its been fun watching the storytelling unfold.
From clues of deaths to come, to rewatching deaths
that you know are expecting still leave you lethargic
because it happened. While I've been rewatching,
I've been shouting out notes to my favorite charac-
ters, questioning their decisions.

It's hard to let go of such a great show like
Thrones, but every great thing has an ending as they
say in Westeros, “When you play a game of thrones,
you win or die”

Winter is here and it may be the end of all things
living. “Thrones” has been my favorite show for the
last couple years. It has inspired me to read the
books. I'm not ready to say goodbye, but I am ready
to see how this epic story ends.

In case you were wondering, I am a fan of
House of Stark. I want to see the Stark’s come out of
this war alive. But Id be lying if I didn’t want to see
Cresci blow up King’s Landing as to me she is the
mad queen. If I had to pick on one person to sur-
vive, Id choose Tyrion Lannister. Hes finessed his
way out of so many near deaths that I think at the
end of it all Tyrion attempts to reconstruct Westeros
once Winter is finally over.

The eighth and final season of “Game of
Thrones” airs at 10 p.m. Sunday only on HBO.

Daniel Mendez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.
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El Paso Rhinos look to become four-time Thorne Cup Champions in Utah
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Forward Martin Dubsky and the EI Paso Rhinos start the Thorne Cup Finals Tuesday, April 9, in Ogden, Utah.

BY ISAIAH RAMIREZ

The Prospector

The El Paso Rhinos are coming oft ex-
ceptional performances in the Western
States Hockey League divisional playoffs
and are now back-to-back and 10-time di-
vision champions. Now the bigger task is at
hand and the Rhinos are looking to become
back-to-back and four-time Thorne Cup

Champions. The Thorne Cup Finals begin
Tuesday in Ogden, Utah with a matchup
against the Oklahoma City Blazers in the
first game of the round-robin formatted fi-
nals.

After finishing with a regular season
record of 40-8-3, the Rhinos finished first
in the Mid-Western Division and secured
home-ice advantage in the division semifi-
nals.

In the second round of the playofts, the
Rhinos swept the Dallas Snipers scoring 14
times over the two-game series. Forward
Eimantas Noreika scored four goals in the
11-0 game one win of the series, while for-
ward Dillon Manchester scored twice in
the 3-0 game two win.

In the division finals the Rhinos swept
the Blazers in two games after losing to the
Blazers three times in the regular season.
Game one of the series was a physical and
intense battle as the Rhinos went up with
a goal by forward Dillon Manchester in
the first period. In the middle of the third
period the Rhinos found themselves down
2-1 but forward Oliver Stenson tied the
matchup up forcing overtime. In overtime
at the 15:27 mark forward Ty Erramouspe
scored the game winning goal.

The Rhinos would go on to win game
two of the series with a 6-0 shutout win
with five different Rhino’s scoring defen-
sivemen Eric Easterson, JC Dubecky, Dom-
inic Erdt, and forwards Max Kamper, and
Oliwer Stenson. Stenson would have two
goals in game two for the Rhinos.

Goalie Nills Velm finished the game
with 16 saves for the Rhinos.

The round-robin formatted playoffs will
have the Rhinos match up against the Blaz-
ers, Long Beach Bombers, and the Ogden
Mustangs.

Last season the Rhinos defeated the
Mustangs 3-2 in the Thorne Cup Cham-
pionship and will look to stay focused and
bring home the glory once again.

“Do things the right way, don’t take
shortcuts, try to limit mistakes, and remain
teachable,” said Rhino forward Max Kam-
per.

If the Rhinos are one of the top four
teams after round-robin play, they will
advance to the semifinal on Friday. A win
on Friday would secure their spot in the
Championship game on Saturday.

Game one of the Thorne Cup Finals will
take place at 11 a.m. April 9, game two will
be at 3 p.m. April 10, and game three will be
at 7:30 p.m. April 11.

The games will be live streamed on
Black Dog Hockey at bdehockey.com

Isaiah Ramirez may be reached at theprospector] @gmail.com.

UTEP softball starts road trip and takes on first place Louisiana Tech

BY MICHAEL CUVIELLO

The Prospector

UTEP Softball (10-26,4-8) continues
its extended road trip with a single game
on the road to face the University of New
Mexico (UNM) (11-28) April 9, then will
travel to Ruston, Louisiana April 13-14 to
face first-place Louisiana Tech (30-9, 10-2).
UTEP previously lost to UNM 15-6 in their
one prior meeting in Las Cruces.

The Miners have been struggling might-
ily on the road with a 2-14 road record
along with averaging only one run per game
over the past three games. The Achilles’ heel
all season has been pitching for the Min-
ers, which ranks last in Conference USA in
earned run average with 7.99.

UTEP is second in the conference in
home runs with 36 and ranks 8th in the con-
ference in batting average with a .283 aver-
age and has an offense that features three of
the top 10 power hitters in the conference.

Senior Kasey Duffield is third in the
conference with a .385 batting average and
is fifth in the conference with eight home
runs. Duffield has been a consistent leader
on the field whose defense has been a stand-

out with only two errors this season.

Senior Courtney Smith has 10 home
runs which is one off of the conference lead-
ers and a career-high for her.

Freshman Kasey Flores ranks in the top
10 in the conference in home runs (7), runs
batted in (29), batting average (.366) and to-
tal bases (64).

Senior Julia Wright (6-12) has been
among the conference’s most generous to
opposing batters with team’s hitting .331
on her along with 11 home runs given up.
Wright has lost four straight games, and her
earned run average is at 6.82, which is two
runs worse than in 2018.

Returning to the previous year’s form
would go a long way toward UTEP being
more competitive. Wright, at times, has
displayed the ability to dominate opposing
batters like in her nine-strikeout perfor-
mance versus North Texas. But more often
than not, Wright has been wildly inconsis-
tent and has essentially given up the same
amount of walks (86) as she did last year
(88) in 42 fewer innings.

Conference leader Louisiana Tech leads
the conference in batting and slugging per-
centages with .317 and.479, respectively. LA

Tech currently has an eight-game winning
streak and has won 13 of their last 15 games.
LA Tech’s breakout star has been junior
right fielder Kimmie Atienza who leads the
team with a .415 batting average which also
ranks second overall in the conference.

Senior center fielder Jazlyn Crowder
leads the conference in runs batted in with
41 and is also fifth in batting average at .375.
LA Tech also has two other players batting
over .370 in freshman Lindsay Edwards
(.381) and senior Morgan Turkaly (.373).

The real difference is on the pitching
side for the Lady Techsters. Tech features a
dominating one-two punch of senior Krys-
tal De La Cruz who has a 2.42 earned run
average with a record of 9-2 and senior Pre-
slee Gallaway with a 2.98 earned run aver-
age with a record of 13-6.

The Miners matchup against UNM will
take place at 3 p.m. in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. The matchup against LA Tech will
take place at 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. April 13,
and at 11 a.m. April 14 in Ruston, Louisi-
ana.

Michael Cuviello may be reached at theprospector] @gmail.com.

COURTESY / UTEP ATHLETICS
Freshman Kasey Flores ranks top 10 in C-USA in homers.
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UTEP Tennis on a three game wmnmg streak, will play rival NMSU

CAROLINA ALVAREZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Sophmore Erandi Martinez was named the Steve Hoy UTEP Athlete of the Week going 2-0 in singles play.

BY MICHAEL CUVIELLO

The Prospector

The UTEP tennis team (7-12) will seek to
continue its winning streak against I-10 rival

but have found little success on the road or at
neutral sites with a road record of 2-11.

The Miners will be led in singles by fresh-
man Kirsten Prelle, who has been the stand-
out of the team with a 20-8 overall record in

part of the top doubles pairing for the Miners
along with junior Vanessa Valdez. Together
the pair has compiled a 10-3 record and are
the top duo in Conference USA this season
winning its last five matches.

Sophomore Erandi Martinez has won two
matches in a row and has upped her season
record to 11-16 which is second to Prelle for
wins on the team. Martinez was named the
Steve Hoy UTEP Athlete of the Week for her
back-to-back wins in singles play and picked
up a win in doubles play with freshman Rine
Nozaki. Nozaki and Martinez would defeat
freshman Ana Zaiden and senior Lauren
Kuhn.

Freshman Kathleen Percegona of Curi-
tiba, Parana, Brazil has struggled this season
with a record of 5-11. As the former top-
ranked under 18 player in Brazil, she has
shown promise and is currently number two
in the tennis rotation.

New Mexico State’s top player this sea-
son has been sophomore transfer Harsha
Salla (17-11) who is also part of their num-
ber one doubles team (5-9). Salla is teamed
with sophomore Gavi Kalaga who is 14-10 in
singles play. In her previous meeting against

Lindsay Hallas (8-8) as her partner. The Min-
ers also claimed third place in the invitation-
al with a victory by Martinez and freshman
Rine Nozaki over the Aggie tandem of Chloe
Gavino/Nadia Justiniano 6-4,6-3. The Marti-
nez/Nozaki tandem are 8-14 on the season.

Kirsten Prelle will again face New Mexico
State senior Rebecca Keijzerwaard (7-14)
who she previously dominated 6-2,6-0 at the
Invitational semifinal. Prelle and Valdez will
most likely face a duo of Salla and sophomore
Gavi Kalaga who are 5-9 in doubles play.

The match will begin at 2 p.m. at the El
Paso Tennis Club and will be the Miners last
match before the Conference-USA champi-
onships in Houston.

Michael Cuviello may be reached at theprospector] @gmail.com.

SEASON FINALE

@ Vs. JJEP

New Mexico State (11-8) Saturday, April 13.
The Miners won its last three games and have
been dominant at home with a 5-1 record,

singles. Prelle is from Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada and was the 2016 junior national
Canadian champion in doubles. She is also a
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Sexual Assault Awareness Month

APRIL 2019

Break The Stigma:
Be Good To Yourself

3:00pm-3:30pm
UNION EAST BLDG.
DESERT ROOM 102D

#SAAM2019
#IASKYOUDECIDE
#MINERSASK #I1ASK

It's OK to Report

Q&A

10 30 AM- 11:30 AM
UNION EAST BLDG.
CACTUS FLOWER ROOM 102C

One Word, Seven Letters:
CONSE N T

1:00PM-2:30PM
UNION WEST BLDG.,
ROOM 202

Break The Stigma:
Be Good To Yourself

11:00AM-11:30AM
MILITARY RESOURCE CENTER
EPNG (NEXT TO CHICK-FIL-A)

ADVOCACY FAIR
FASHION SHOw
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 630 e S
UNION PLAZA UNION EAST BLDG.
(915) 747-7452
CAMPUS ABVOCAGY, @ ©®UTEPCARE UTEPEDU/CARE
RESOURCES AND EDUCATION For more information, visit us @ utep.edu/CARE CARE@UTEPEDU

UTEP at the New Mexico State Invitational
final, she topped Prelle/Valdez in a hotly
contested 3-6, 6-4, 10-5 victory with senior

th
ANNIVERSARY

SHATTER THE SILENCE STOP THE VIOLENCE

APRIL 24, 2019
6:30 PM- 8:30 PM
UNION CINEMA

UTEP students and community members share their
powerful stories, followed by candlelight vigil.

JOIN SURVIVORS, SUPPORTERS, AND COMMUNITY LEADERS IN
SAYING  TODOMESTIC & SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY

Please contact us one week prior to the event if special accommodations are needed.

CAMPUS ADVOCAGY,
RESOURCES AND EDUCATION

*

(915) 747-7452
utep.edu/care
care@utep.edu
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53 year streak stays alive for UTEP as Texas Tech falls in championship game

BY DANIEL MENDEZ

The Prospector

On Monday night the national champi-
onship game featured the No. 1 seed Virginia
Cavaliers and the No. 3 Texas Tech Red Raiders.

It was the first time in school history that
Tech and Virginia competed for a national
championship. This was Tech’s first time in the
Final Four and Virginia’s third.

The Virginia Cavaliers would go on to de-
feat the Texas Tech Raiders 85-77 in overtime,
bringing the Cavaliers their first championship
in program history.

Texas Western, now known as UTEDP, is the
first and only team to win a championship in the
state of Texas and that statement will remain in-
tact for another year.

UTEP have held this distinct streak for 53
years now which is an impressive feat consid-
ering the teams that have come close to ending
the streak.

The 1983 University Of Houston team fea-
turing Hall of Famers Clyde Drexler and Ha-
keem Olajuwon were one basket short of ending
the streak in 1983 and in 1984 fell to the Patrick
Ewing led Georgetown Hoyas.

Coach Don Haskins and his 1966 Texas

Western squad brought the title to El Paso after
defeating Kentucky and starting five black play-
ers. That game has a legacy of its own.

Since then, at the start of every home UTEP
game, the PA announcer states that UTEP is the
“only team in Texas to win an NCAA title,” to
the crowd.
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Water Day
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The 1966 UTEP team remains the only men’s Division | national championship team from the state of Texas.

The Texas Tech Red Raiders were one game
shy of altering that game staple.

Associated Press Coach of the Year Chris
Beard had a defensive minded team that pro-
vided opposing offenses fits night after night.

Legendary coach Haskins, aka “The Bear,
built his legacy on defense. There’s a reason why

the Haskins Center has the tradition of standing
for defense at the start of every home game and
at the start of halftime.

According to Ken Pomeroy, a well-known
sportswriter, the Red Raiders had the high-
est defensive efficiency rating throughout the
2018-2019 season allowing 83 points per 100
possessions. When they faced Gonzaga in the
Elite Eight, they faced the team with the best
offensive efficiency with 124.5. They held the
Bulldogs to 69 points. The third lowest scoring
performance they had all season.

The Raiders seemed poised to halt Virginia’s
momentum and bring the hardware to Lub-
bock, Texas.

It seemed fitting that the second team in
Texas to possibly win the NCAA title would be
built around its defense. And not a team that’s
an offensive powerhouse. This team would have
made The Bear proud.

Now we will have to wait another season to
see if the streak and if another team can bring a
men’s Division I national championship to the
state of Texas.

Daniel Mendez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.
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Join us on Earth Day to meet community partners and
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In Focus: El Paso Chihuahuas

§ DR

PRISCILLA GOMEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
El Paso Chihuahuas infielder Luis Arias is a top 100 prospect in Major League Baseball.

PRISCILLA GOMEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Leftfielder Jose Pirela had 109 hits and five homers for the San Diego Padres last season.

PRISCILLA GOMEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Third baseman Ty France has 43 career home runs and 463 hits in the minor leagues.

ENJOY THE ULTIMATE COLLEGE EXPERIENCE

PeteMMobile

Messages Contacts

Well I'm always on time
because | live on campus

You wouldn't have this
problem if you lived on
campus like me

www.utep.edu/housing

PEOPLEWHO LIVE ON CAMPUS
Have A Higher GPA —
Save Time & Money T

Graduate on Time

housing(@urtep.edu
utep.edu/housing
915-747-5352
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