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Pro' logue

The years  . |900 
to '1930 were  t rans i t ion  years ,  roo ted  in  t imes s imp ler

i  than ours .  Amer icans  were  go ing  about  the  bus iness  o f  mak ing  a  new wor ld .

We Americans faced the twent ieth century wi th a buoyant conf idence

and enthus' iasm. Our European ancestors had conquered a vast  cont inent,

re-def in ing a wi lderness that had shaped them into a new people.

When the  las t  f ron t ie rs  c losed in  1890,  we were  no  longer  adventurers

and co lon is ts ,  bu t  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  o f  Amer ica ;  a  count ry  r i ch  in  H is to ry

and resources and nat ional  t radi t ions.  We were a peop' le dest ined to turn

outward  and assure  leadersh ip  in  an  ever  more  complex  wor ld .

The year . |900 
was best of  my t ' imes-- the worst  of  my t imes. I t  was

the  age o f  foo l i shness .  I t  was  the  epoch o f  my be l ie f  and d isbe l ie f ,

bu t  the  grea tes t  Era  in  the  Mus ic  bus iness  and happ iness  in  my 1 i fe .  We

are  a l l  c rea tures  o f  God.  He made us  a l1  equa ' l  o r  be long ing  to  the  body .

Once in  a  wh i le  in  our  l i fe  some ind iv idua l  c rea teg  someth jng  new.  Wi th

me i t  was  the  "Wah-Wah"  sound in  1920.  I  recorded i t  on  Brunswick  Record

#2323-A w i th  the  Or io l  Ter race  0rches t ra .  The t i t le  was  "Caro l ina  in  the

Morn ing . "  S ince  then many mus ic ians  have im i ta ted  the  sound qua l i t y .

The 0rgans of  today make an imitat ion sound, not geniune--"Now you know,

k ids .  "

Good always wins in the longrun over Evi l .  "Try to do something

Good now. "

Frank ie  Quar te l l  ,  E l  Paso 's  I ' l i dn i te  Son



Frank Quartel  1 53. |7  Tnans Mounta in  Rd.  A-6

Honn Blowers Never Die

By Frankie Quartel ' l

The Boy from Hul I  House

Jazz Trumpeteer,  Bandleader

Ambit ion:  Audi tory Visual  Memory

The Charac ters ,  Inc ' iden ts ,  P laces  and S i tua t ions  in  th is  s to ry  a re  au thent ic  and

actual  happenings. Some of the famous peop' le and places in th is story are now gone.

Remembered, but not forgotten.

In 
. l926 

I  was playing Trumpet wi th the Edgewater Beach Hotel  Orchestra in

Chicago. The Hotel  sponsored a chartered tra ' in each year,  cal led the Edgewater

Beach Hote l  Kentucky  Derby  Spec ia l ,  f rom Ch icago to  Lou isv i l le  fo r  the  Kentucky

Derby .  I t  wou ld  leave Ch icago in  the  A.M.  and s top  a t  French L ick ,  Ind iana tha t

n igh t .  The t ra ' in  was s ide  t racked near  French L ick  Spr ings  Hote l  fo r  the  n igh t ,

fo r  the  passengers  to  en joy  the  seven gambl ing  es tab l i shments  tha t  th r ived  in  the

va' l1ey.  Most famous was the Brown Casino, located across the street f rom the

French Lick Hotel  where the r ich and famous came to gamble.

The next day, the Edgewater Beach Hotel  0rchestra played a concert  in the

lobby of  the Hotel  for  the guests.  Af ter  the concert ,  I  had the pleasure to

meet  Mr .  and Mrs .  S .G.  Gonzd lez ,  o f  E l  Paso,  Texas .  They  were  on  vacat ion .

Dur ing  our  conversa t ion  Mr .  Gonzd lez  sa id ,  " I f  you  ever  dec ide  to  come to  E l  Paso,

I  own the  Cent ra l  Caf6  in  Judrez ,  O ld  M6x ico ,  and wou ld  l j ke  to  have you work

fo r  me as  my orches t ra  leader . "

Dur ing  the  Proh ib i t i on  Era  in  Ga lves ton ,  Texas ,  in  1927 ,  mos t  o f  the  sma l l

c lubs  were  no th ing  bu t  speak-eas ies .  Sam Maceo f rom Galves ton ,  Texas ,  v is ' i t ing  in

Ch icago to  see the  Dempsey-Tunney f igh t  a t  So ld ie rs  F ie ld ,  and a lso  in  search  o f



ta len t  fo r  h is  new Gro t to  n igh tc lub  gamb' l ing  cas ino ,  h i red  me to  b r ing  my band to

h is  new c lub  the  fo l low ing  summer ,  to  open Apr i l  l s th ,  1927.  For  the  length  o f

my engagement at  the Grotto,  I  l ived at  the Galvez Hotel  ,  d ' i rect ' ly  across the

Murdock  f i sh ing  p ' ie r .  The new Gro t to  was bu i l t  a t  the  end o f  the  p ie r .  In  the

center  o f  the  p ie r  was  a  res taurant  tha t  spec ia l i zed  in  seafood.

The Murdock  f i sh ing  p ie r  was  bu i l t  o f  a  heavy  wooden s t ruc tu re ,  and a long

s ide  o f  i t  was  the  pub l ic  beach where  the  vacat ioners  wou ld  come to  f i sh  and swim

from al l  parts of  Texas. At that  t ime there were only two large hotels in

Ga lves ton :  The Jean LaF i t te ,  loca ted  in  the  downtown sec t ion ,  and the  Ga lvez ,

on the beach. There were only a few guests dur ing the week, but start ing around

6pm on Fr iday ,  Satunday and Sunday n igh ts ,  they  were  f i l l ed  to  capac j ty ,  espec ' ia1-

ly  the  Ga lvez ,  as  ' i t  was  conven ien t  to  the  beach.

0n  the  beach there  was a lso  and amusement  park  (Joy land Park) .  I t  had

k idd ie  r ides  and a lsoada,nce.  pav i l l ' i on .  J immy Joy  and h js  o rches t ra  p ' layed there

dur ing the season, for  the park.  They started tear ing i t  down in September of

that  year to make room for the New Buccaneer Hotel  that  now stands. In some

sect ions  o f  Ga lves ton  were  the  Red L igh t  D is t r i c ts ,  ca l led  "Down the  L ine , "

where the customers could get g ' i r ' ls  and booze at  any t ime.

Sam Maceo,  a  S ic i l ian ,  was  the  A1 Capone o f  Ga lves ton .  As  a  young man he

was a barber.  He was the second of  three brother,  Rose, Sam, and Vjnce. He had

a super  persona l i t y ,  we l l  l i ked  by  everyone in  Ga lves ton  and Houston .  He and

h is  o lder  b ro ther ,  Rose,  and Dutch  Vo igh t  bu i l t  the  f i rs t  la rge  n igh tc lub  and

gambl ing  cas ino  in  Ga lves ton ,  ca l led  the  Ho l l ywood Supper  C lub .  Gambl ing  was

i l lega l  in  Texas .  The Texas  Rangers  came in  f rom Aust in  one day  and c losed the

p1ace,  pu t t ing  them out  fo  bus iness .  Through the  grapev ine  I  found ou t  tha t  Frank

Nit t i  ( the enforcer) ,  who was their  t reasurer at  that  t ' ime, absconded with

$60,000 of  their  money and went to Chicago to jo in the Capone syndicate.  They

were angry when they found out he stole the money. Sometime in the 1950's Frank



Ni t t i  was  found shot  to  death  in  a  vacant  lo t  in  a  Ch icago suburb .

Sam Maceo was a bachelor wi th a sui te of  rooms at  the Galvez Hotel  across

from his c lub,  the Grotto.  Every year he would take a t r ip to New York Ci ty to

buy a new wardrobe made special  for  h im by his ta i lor .  He was dark complexioned

but  he  favored wh i te  su i ts  and shoes .

When the cas' ino in the Grotto was not busy the dealers that  worked for h ' im

wou ld  go  ou ts ide  o f  the  c lub  on  the  p ie r  and watch  the  swimmers  and f i shermen,

but would always be on the lookout for  Sam coming to the c lub. When anyone of

them spotted him com' ing he would say,  "Back to work boys, here comes the Black

Mar ia . "  Sam d id  a  lo t  fo r  Ga lves ton .  In  1927 he  sponsored the  Beauty  Contes t

Pageant  on  Ga lves ton  Is landn and Frank  h is  p romoter ,  used to  run  the  beauty

pageant  in  A t lan t ic  C i ty ,  N .J . ;  bu t  they  were  d iscont inued,  so  Sam brought  i t  to

Galveston. The winner that  year was lv l iss Van Dusen of  Chicago, sponsored by

Ethe l  Kenda l l ,  owner  o f  the  l4er ry  Garden Ba l l room o f  Ch icago.

Whj le  in  Ga lves ton  I  met  some we l l  known peop le  f rom Texas :  Bob 0 'Dona ld

f rom Da l las .  He was head o f  Texas  In te rs ta te  Theaters .  George,  L i l l i an  and E l l io t

Shepps o f  Da l las ,  owners  o f  Shepp 's  Bak ing  Company.  A f te r  p roh ib i t ion  they  con '

verted the Bakery into a brewery that brewed the famous Shepps Beer in Texas.

A]so  Mary  Sh ie lds  and her  husband,  owners  o f  the  Sh ie lds  Lumber  Company in  Da l ' las ,

a lso  Joe  Ba l les te ra  o f  Da l las ,  who  was  in  the  T i le  and  Ter raza  bus iness .  Mr .

Shepps,  Sr .  s ta r ted  the  Shepps bak ing  company se l l ing  bread f rom an o ld  wagon

drawn by a horse. Sam Maceo told me he bui l t  a new Greyhound Dog Race Track in

San  An ton io ,  Texas ,  and  he  cou ld  no t  open  o r  opera te i t ,  because  h js  po l i t i ca l

cho ice  in  the  e lec t ion  was de fea ted .  I t  s tood id le .  He a lso  sa id ,  "Someday I

w i l l  bu i ld  a  new s tee l  p ie r  and  c lub  here  jn  Ga lves ton . "  He  d id  bu i ld  i t ' i n  the

'30s  and the  c lub  was named the  Ba l lanese Room.  He brought  in  Ph i l  Har r is  and

name brands  fo r  the  open ing .  He and Ph i l  Har r is  became good f r iends .  Ph ' i l  Har r is

la te r  mar r ied  A l i ce  Faye wh i le  i i v ing  a t  the  Ga lvez  Hote l  in  1942.



In  1929 I  had a  s ix  week engagement  in  Da l las  a t  the  E l  T ivo l i  n igh tc lub ,

run  by  J immy Groves  o f  the  Groves  Lumber  Company in  0akc l i f f ,  and  Cood les  Cockre l l ,

a  wea l thy  o i l  man f rom Amar i l lo ,  Texas .  The E l  T ivo l i  n igh tc lub ,  fo rmer ly  a

country c lub,  was located on the Fort  Worth p ' ike between Dal las and Ft.  Worth.

A t  the  t ime,  wh i le  I  was  in  Da l las ,  Ted Weems and h is  o rches t ra  were  p lay ing  in

the  roo f  garden a t  the  Baker  Hote l .  Wj th  h is  band was Per ry  Como,  the  s inger ,

and E lmo Tanner ,  the  wh is t le r .  They  were  jus t  s ta r t ing  ou t  and weren ' t  too  we l l

known at  the t ' ime.

At  the  end o f  my s ix  weeks  engagement ,  I  le f t  fo r  E l  paso.  When I  a r r j ved

the  Amer ican Leg ion  Nat iona l  Convent jon  was be ing  he ld  here .  I  go t  in  touch w i th

Mr .  Gonzd lez  a t  the  Cent ra l  Caf6  in  Judrez .  He was g lad to  see me and asked i f  I

was ready to go to work for  h im. We agreed on salary,  so I  went to work for  h im.

We had a  lO-p iece  band,  e igh t  Mex icans  and two Amer ican mus ic jans ,  and he  had to

get  a  permi t  fo r  me to  work in  Judrez .  I  worked f rom 6pm to  11 :45pm,  wh ich  was

c los ing  t ime to  a l low the  Amer ican tour js ts  to  ge t  across  the  border  b r idge wh ich

c losed  a t  m idn igh t ;  because ' i f  they  m issed  the  l2  o ' c lock  cu r few,  they  wou ld  have

to  s tay  in  Judrez  over  n igh t .  The on ly  good ho te l  in  Judrez  a t  tha t  t ime was the

Rio Bravo, one block form the Central  Caf6 on the l6th of  September St.  The

manager  was Char l ie  Knob lock  f rom E l  Paso.  The Bu l l  R ing  was loca ted  a long the

ra j l road t racks  about  two b locks  f rom the  R io  Bravo Hote l .  There  was no  n igh t

l j fe  in  E l  Paso because o f  Proh ib i t ion  in  the  Sta tes .  The popu lar  bars  in  Judrez

were  the  Cent ra l  Ca f6 ,  B ig  K id ' s ,  Har ry  M i tche l l ' s  Res tauran t  and  Bar  on  the  l6 th

o f  September ,  Joe  Mi l le r ' s  Cas t le  Caf6 ,  Lobby  #2 ,  and the  T ivo l i  loca ted  a t  the

end o f  Santa  Fe St .  b r idge re -en t ry  to  E l  Paso.  A lso  the  R i tz  s idewalk  ca fe  in

Judrez ,  run  by  John Ford .

Mr .  Hussman Hote l ,  jus t  comple ted  the  Caro l ine  Apar tments ,  named a f te r  h is

w i fe ,  loca ted  ' in  the  3300 b lock  on  Persh ing  Rd.

0n  Ju ly  19 ,  1929,  the  f i rs t  rad io  s ta t ion  WDAH,  "The Vo ice  o f  the  Rfo  Grande, "



atop the Del Norte Hotel ,  was dedicated by Mayor R.E. Thomason. Then a radjo bal l

was  he ld  in  the  Paso de l  Nor te  and fea tured  the  grand open ing  o f  E l  Paso 's  new

sta t ion .

I  was hired to do a breakfast  show in the smal l  studio of  WDAH for one hal f

hour,  s ix days a week. Al l  they could af ford to pay me was $. |5.00 per week for a

hal f  hour program, because they were just  start ing out.  I  announced my own program,

p layed my t rumpet  and sang the  theme song,  "The Bounc ing  Baby. "  In  the  ly r i cs  I

would use the names of  some of the businessmen from El Paso who frequented the

Cent ra l  Caf6  in  Judrez  regu la r ' l y :  B i l l  Too ley ,  Knox  Hote l  owner ;  Lou is  Zork ,  o f

the  Zork  Hardware  Co. ;  Johnny Fr ie rson,  newspaper  ed j to r ;  Leo Munson o f  Munson,

Dunn igan and Ryan Co. ;  B j l l  hoover  o f  the  Cot ton  Exchange;  l ^J .J .  Hooten  and Dor rance

Roder ick ,  pub l ' i sher  o f  the  E l  Paso Post&T imes.  When they  came in  fo r  d inner  a t

n igh t ,  they  wou ld  say ,  "Frank ie ,  I  heard  my name ment ioned on  your  rad io  p rogram

th is  morn ing . "  Th is  type  o f  en ter ta inment  was to  the i r  l i k ing .  Some o f  these

bus inessmen have s jnce  passed away.

I  met  Conrad H i l ton  Sr .  a t  the  Cent ra l  Caf6 .  He was in  E l  Paso to  s ta r t  the

bu i ld ing  o f  the  H i l ton  Hote l  fnow the  P laza  Hote l ]  on  the  s i te  where  the  o ld

She ldon  Hote l  once  s tood .  I  a l so  knew h im f rom the  Da l las  H i l ton ,  wh i le  l i v ing

there ,  when  p lay ing  a t  the  E l  T ivo l j .  He  a lso  l i ved  there  w i th  h is  fam ' i l y .

Loue l la  Parsons ,  the  famous Ho l lywood co lumnis t ,  and Dr .  Mar t in  o f  Los  Ange les

were  spend ing  th ie r  honeymoon in  E l  Paso,  and were  a t  the  Cent ra l  Caf6  in  Judrez .

They dined and danced to my mus1c every night of  the two weeks they were here.

They sent a message by their  waj ter  to the bandstand that they would l ike to meet

m€, so at  intermission I  went to their  table.  They to ' ld me how much they enjoyed

my mus ' i c ,  and asked ' i f  i  wou ld  l i ke  to  go  to  Ho l lywood,  tha t  Dr .  Mar t in  wou ld  see

tha t  my band went  in to  the  Ho l lywood B i l tmore  Hote l .  Loue l la  Parsons  had grea t

ideas for the types of  costumes we would wear,  and our type of  music would be

sensat ional  there.  Louel la was in a happy mood so I  thanked them for the compl iment



and to ld  them i f  I  dec jded,  I  wou ld  ge t  in  touch w i th  them.  Loue l la  Parsons ,

approach ing  her  90 th  b i r thday ,  was  conf ined to  a  Los  Ange les  san i ta r ium,  and s ince

then has passed away.

The Un jvers i ty  o f  Texas  was ca l led  the  Co l lege o f  Mines .  The on ly  en ter ta in -

ment  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime was McDona ld 's  Red Mi l l  lOd A Dance a t  the  en t rance

of  Wash ing ton  Park ,  and John Ha l l ' s  Ra jnbow Room on Texas  St .  ac ross  f rom the  o ld

Popular Dry Goods Store.  0f  course you could stay at  home and buy a pint  of

boot leg  Happy Water  fo r  $ . l .50  a t  Longwel l ' s  Garage on  San Franc jsco  St .  i f  you

knew the  n igh t  manager .

The music stores were Tr i  State and Mac McKenzie,  downtown, and Frankie

Quar te l l ' s  Mus ic  Shop  a t  B l6  P iedras" in  5  Po in ts .  When I  opened  the  mus ic  s to re ,

I  moved from the Garden Apartments to 9lB Cedar St.

The street cars f rom downtown ran on Yandel l  to 5 Pojnts,  stopped in f ront

o f  the  o ld  I lason ic  Hosp i ta l .  The end o f  the  l ine  was where  the  Sears  s to re  i s

now loca ted .  There  were  buses  runn ing  to  F t .  B l j ss .  The Cava l ry  was here  then.

0n New Years Eve in 1930, af ter  may band f in ished at  the Central ,  we p' layed

for  the  New Years  par ty  a t  the  new count ry  c lub  f rom l2 :30am t i l l  4am.  I t  was

loca ted  in  the  va11ey on  the  west  par t  fo  town.

S ince  the  f i rs t  o f  the  year  bus iness  a t  my mus ic  s to re  s ta r ted  to  fa l l  o f f ,

we were  beg inn ing  to  fee l  the  Depress ion ,  so  I  had to  c lose  i t .  A lso  about  
. |50

smal l  banks  th roughout  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  were  c los ing .  In  Judrez ,  they  too  were

start ing to feel  the drop in business, due to the Depression in the States.

I  en l i s ted  in  the  Army November  20 th ,1942,  in  Spec ia l  Serv ice  as  a  band leader ,

was s ta t ioned a t  the  A ' i r  Force  Tra in jng  Command,  S tevens  Hote l ,  Ch icago,  now the

Hi l ton  Ho te l .

I  am 75  years  o1d ,  re t i red  and  l i v ing  in  E l  Paso .  I  was  born  in  Ch icago  on

0c tober  6 ,  
. |90 . | .

* * * * * * * * *



I  le f t  ou t  o f  my s to ry  about  Mr .  Gonzd lez  be ing  a  g rea t  human be ing  and

promoter.  In 
. |926 (?) he brought Jack Dempsey to Judrez to put on an exhib ' i t ' ion

in  the  box ' ing  arena he  had bu i l t  in  1926.  I  have a  newspaper  c l ipp ing  o f  th is .

(Co t tseum in  Judrez  1926-T iger  F lowers  champ. )

Mr .  Gonzd lez  a lso  f inanced and he lped a  young Mex ican boy  to  s ta r t  a

rad io  b roadcas t  f rom Judrez  f rom the  Cent ra l  Caf6 .  He a lso  he lped a  c r ipp led

lady  in  Judrez- -bought  her  leg  braces  so  she cou ld  wa lk .

Mrs .  Gonzd lez  i s  s t i l l  a l i ve  bu t  i s  ve ry  s j ck .  The  las t  t jme  I  ta l ked  to

her  was on  March  ls th .  She is  bedr idden bu t  she  d id  l i s ten  to  our  p rogram on

Sta t ion  KTEP and she ca l led  me on the  phone and to ld  me how much she en joyed

the  p rogram.  Mr .  S .G.  Gonzd lez  d ied  in  1972 .  Mrs .  G .  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing  bu t  no t

in  good  hea l th ;  she  j s  l i v ing  a t  
. l 256  

Nevada  (? )  S t . in  E l  Paso ,  Texas .



I n te rv iew  w i th  F rank  Quar te l l  by  Da isy  Grunau  o f  t he  Wes t  Texas  Counc i l  on  Ag ing

on KTEP, March 15,  1977 .

G:  Good morning.  This  is  Daisy Grunau of  the agency of  the t lest  Texas Counci l

on  Ag ing .  As  mos t  o f  you  know,  th i s  i s  a  p rog ram fo r  o lde r  peop le  and  those

o f  you  who  a re  conce rned  o r  i n te res ted  i n  t he  hea l th  and  we l fa re  o f  e lde r l y

re l a t i ves .  I t  usua l l y  i s  an  i n fo rma t i on  p rog ram dea l i ng  w i t h  se rv i ces  and

ac t i v i t i es  a f fec t i ng  o lde r  peop le ,  and  we  e i t he r  have  rep resen ta t i ves  o f

se rv i ce  agenc ies  o r  s ,e ,n , i r J r  c i t i zens  who  a re  ac t i ve  i n  o rgan iza t i ons .  Today

we  a re  depar t i ng  a  b i t  f r om ou r  usua l  f o rma t  and  we ' re  go ing  back  to  take

a  l ook  a t  o l d  E l  Paso  and  t he  l j f e  o f  a  r e t ' i r ed  p ro fess iona l  mus i c i an ,  s t i l l

a  member  o f  t he  Mus jc ians  Un ion ,  who  was  a  we l l - known  jazz  t rumpe te r  and

band I  eader ,  Frank Quar te l  I  .  Good n iorn ' i  ng,  Frank.

n. Good morn ing ,  Da isy .  How are  you a1 l  ou t  there?  You a l l

enough? Here  I  aml

I  wanted  Frank  to  te l l  us  a  l i t t le  about  h is  ear ' l y  days ,

dur ing  h is  p ro fess iona l  career  he  met  many famous peop le .

youth ,  Frank ,  you  were  brought  up  in  Ch icago and went  to

come back ,  sure

because I  know that

trppaFently as a

Hul l  House,  wh ich is

n .

G :

n .

n .

a very famous set t lement  house.

R i  gh t .

Who was there when you were there?

Ms .  Jane  Addams and  Mrs .  Joseph  T .  Bowen .

I  know the  name JaneAddamswi l l  s t r i ke  a  spa rk  i n  many  l i s tene rs  who  have  been

in  e i t he r  soc ia l  wo rk  o r  nu rs i ng ,  because  she ' s  one  o f  t he  p i onee rs .  F rank ,

t e l l  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you rse l f  and  how  you  wen t  i n t o  mus i c .  I 'm  l eav ing

the  f i e l d  w ide  open .  You  j us t  t e l l  us  how  you  s ta r t ed  and  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t

you r  1  j f e  a t  t ha t  t ime .
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n. t^ le l l ,  Hul l  Hose was suppor ted by Mrs.  Bowen and Jane Addams.  I t  was for  poor

Jew ' i sh ,  I t a . l i an ,  and  I r i sh  boys - -a1 l  na t i ona l  i t i es .  I t  was  a  se t t l emen t  house ,

more  o r  l ess .  They  had  a  gymnas ' i um where  they  cou ld  p lay  baske tba l l ,  t hey  had

a  room where  they  cou ' l d  p lay  b i l l i a rds ,  a  band  room,  bow l ing  a l1ey ,  and  a  room

where  they  cou ld  cas t  me ta l  ob jec ts .  A l so  they  had  the  Bowen  Ha l l  f o r  pa r t i es

and  dances .

Th i s  was  unusua l  i n  t hose  days ,  wasn ! t  i t ?

We11 ,  yes ,  i t  v ras ;  bu t  i t  b rouqh t  up  a  l o t  o f  good  peop le "  Fe l l as  l i ke  Pau l

Mun i  come ou t  o f  t he re ,  and  we l l - known  p ro fess jona l  peop le .

I s  t ha t  where  you  s ta r ted  i n  mus ic ,  F rank?

Yes ,  ma 'am.

Te l l  us  abou t  t ha t .

I  s ta r ted  when  I  was  abou t  l 0  yea rs  o ld .  They  used  to  g i ve  us  boys  i ns t rumen ts

tha t  t hey  had  on  hand .  They  s ta r ted  me  o f f  on  a  c la r i ne t  because  my  dad  p layed

a  c l a r i ne t .  Bu t  I  d i dn ' t  l i ke  t he  c l a r i ne t  and  a f t e r  I  had  j t  a  coup le  o f  weeks

they  gave  me  an  o ld ,  den ted  co rne t .  As  I  wen t  a ' l ong  I  kep t  improv ing  and  I  asked

my  band ' l eader ,  James  Sy ]ves te r ,  i f  I  cou ld  ge t  a  be t te r  co rne t .  We 'd  ge t  l essons - -

we 'd  s i t  a round  and  ge t  abou t  l 0  m inu tes  o f  i ns t r uc t i on  and  t hey ' d  g i ve  us  f ou r

or  f ive bars to  s tudy at  home.  I  brought  my brother  Anthony down and to ld  h im

tha t  J immy Sy lves te r  had  a  n j ce  s i l ve r  p la ted  go ld -be l1  Lyon  and  Hea ly  co rne t

and  he  wan ted  $25 .00  fo r  i t .  I  asked  my  b ro the r  i f  he rd  buy  i t  f o r  me .  He  and

Jimmy Sylvester  went  to  school  together ,  so my brother  ar ranged to g ive h im a

few do l l a rs  a  week  so  tha t  I  cou ld  have  th i s  new co rne t .  Tha t ' s  how I  s ta r ted .

How o ld  were  you  when  you  go t  i n to  p ro fess iona l  p lay ing?

I  s ta r ted  to  p lay  p ro fess iona l  when  I  go t  t o  be  abou t  12  o r  13  yea rs  o f  age .  l , l e

o rgan i zed  k ' i ds rbands .  A t  t ha t  t ime  t he  schoo l s  a round  Ch i cago  d i dn ' t  have  bands

f i ke  they  do  today  i n  t he  pub l i c  schoo ls .  The re  was  the  Hu l l  House  Boys  Band ,

and there was the Dai ly  News Boys Band that  was run by the newspaper .  Lane High

G:

n .

G :

n .
v .

G:

Q:
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G:

0:

Schoo l ,  a  boys ' schoo lo  had  a  band  in  those  days .  We wou ld  ge t  t oge then  and  on

Wednesday  n igh ts  they  wou ' l d  have  a  dance  a t  t hese  pub l i c  schoo ls .  We 'd  ge t

abou t  f ou r  o r  f i ve  boys  and  they 'd  g i ve  us  fou r  o r  f i ve  do ' l 1a rs  ap iece  to  p ' l ay

so  the  k ids  a t  schoo l  cou ld  dance .  See ,  t ha t r s  where  I  s ta r ted .  And  as  I  kep t

improv ing  I  go t  be t te r  j obs  on  weekends .  l ^ l e ' d  p lay  fo r  dances ,  c lubs ,  f ra te rn i -

t i es  and  so ro r j t i es .  Tha t ' s  t he  way  I  s ta r ted  i n  t he  band  bus iness .

F rank ,  d idn r t  you  te l l  me  you  worked  a t  t he  Edgewate r  Beach  Ho te l?  I rm  lead ing

Frank  i n to  te l l i ng  us  how he  came to  E l  Paso ,  bu t  t he  s to ry  p r i o r  t o  t ha t ' i s  i n -

te res t i ng .  You  ac tua l ' l y  came because  o f  somebody  you  me t  i n  Ch icago .

I  me t  Mr .  Seve ro  G .  Gonzd lez ,  owner  o f  t he  Cen t ra l  Ca f6  i n  Jud rez ,  when  the

Edgewater  Beach Hote l  Orchestra was going a long wi th  the guests  to  the Kentucky

Derby  i n  Lou i sv i l l e .

You mean they used to t ranspor t  guests  down there?

Yes .  They  wou ld  run  an  Edgewate r  Beach  Spec ia l  eve ry  yea r .  Peop le  l i ke  F l r .  Ma t t

W inn ,  owner  o f  t he  Ken tucky  Downs  who  l j ved  a t  t he  ho te l ,  and  peop le  l i ke  the

Bradleys that  were in ters ted in  the horse races down at  the Kentucky Derby,  took

th i s  t ra jn  so  the  gues ts  cou ld  go  to  the  races  and  a l so  to  the  gamb l ing  es tab l i sh -

men ts  i n  F renchL ick  Sp r ings ,  I nd iana .  Fo r  mos t  o f  t he  wea l thy  peop le ,  t ha t  was

qu i te  a  we l l - known  reso r t .  Mr .  and  Mrs .  Gonzd lez  were  on  a  vaca t i on  i n  
. l 926  

f rom

El  Paso ,  and  one  a f te rnoon  be fo re  we  wen t  t o  Lou jsv i l l e  we  p layed  a  conce r t  i n

the lobby of  the Brown Hote l  .  f ' ' l r .  and Mrs.  Gonzdlez were there and heard the con-

ce r t .  When  I  go t  t h rough ,  I t l r s .  Gonzd lez  app roached  me  and  sa id ,  "F rank ,  I  I  i ked

your  concer t .  I f  you ever  get  a  chance and want  to  come to El  Paso,  i  have the

Cen t ra l  Ca f6 ,  I  have  Mex ican  boys  p lay ing  the re  bu t  I rm  a l l owed  two  Amer i cans .

I ' d  l i ke  to  have  you  the re  as  my  leader  because  they  need  improvemen t  on  more

modern  mus ic , "  as  they  were  p lay ing  Rag t ime .

F rank ,  a t  t h ' i s  t ime  were  you  l ead ing  the  band  when  you  p layed  the re?

No .  The  Edgewate r  Beach  Ho te l  Orches t ra  was  composed  o f  a l l - s ta r  mus ic ians  f rom

G:

Q:
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G:

n .

Pau l  Wh i teman 's  Orches t ra ,  I sham Jones ,  and  o the rs  th roughou t  t he  Un j ted

S ta tes .  Mr .  Dewey ,  t he  owner  o f  t he  Edgewate r  Beach  Ho te l ,  o rgan ized  the

o rches t ra  o f  a l l * s t a r s  du r i ng  t ha t  e ra .

And  ye t  Mr .  Gonzd lez  se lec ted  you  as  someone  he 'd  l i ke  to  use  i n  h i s  p lace  o f

bus iness ' i n  Jud rez .

Yes ,  a f te r  t a l k ing  to  h im .  The  reason  why  I  came he re  a  number  o f  yea rs  l a te r

( i n  1929)  was  tha t  my  w i fe  had  tube rcu los i s .  I  f ound  ou t  abou t  i t  when  I  was

p lay ing  a t  t he  l ^ l j n ton  Ho te l  r ' n  C leve land  f rom my  doc to r ,  and  he  adv i sed  me  to

e ' i ther  take her  to  Saranac t -a t ieor  come to El  Paso.  Now, I  had an of fer  f rom

Paul  l lh i teman in  1922.  I  went  to  New Yorko I  made a record ' ing wi th  h im,  but

he  d idn ' t  o f f e r  me  enough t  money  to  s tay  w i th  h i s  band .  So  Mr .  Gus  Hensen ,

reco rd ' i ng  manager  fo r  B runsw ' i ck  Records ,  asked  me  i f  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  go  back  to

the Edgewater  Beach Hote l  wi th  Benny Kruger 's  Orchestra for  more money,  and I

d ' i d .  I  d i dn ' t  accep t  Mr .  b l h i t eman ' s  o f f e r .  I  came  i n to  Ch i cago  w i t h  Benny

Kruger ' s  Orches t ra ,  i  made  seve ra l  reco rd ings  fo r  B runsw ick ,  and  I  came back  to

the  Edgewate r  Beach  Ho te l .  A f te r  t ha t  I  had  my  own  band  in  1926 .  I  p layed  a t

WMAQ Rad io  S ta t i on .  I  had  a  sma l l  f j ve  p iece  band  w i th  Joe  Ga l l i cch jo ,  who  was

the  l eader  a t  t he  Edgewate r  Beach  Ho te l .  The  s ta t j on  fea tu red  Amos  and  Andy .

They  wou ld  go  on  t i l l  abou t  l l : 45  a t  n i gh t ,  and  t hen  I  wou ld  have  a  15  m inu te

p rog ram.  They  wou ld  tune  i n  my  l i t t l e  g roup ' i n  t he  Nor th  Po le  fo r  Admi ra l

By rd ' s  exped i t j on  eve ry  even ing  f o r  t he i r  l i s t en ing  p l easu re .

Tha t ' s  j n te res t ' i ng .  Now,  you  came down  and  worked  i n  Ga lves ton ,  d idn ' t  you?

I  p layed in  Galveston for  Sam Maceo to September 
. l5 ,1927.  

From Galveston I

wen t  t o  New 0 r leans  l a te r  t he  same yea r  a t  t he  L i t t l e  C lub .  The  j ob  te rm ina ted

on New Years Eve.  From New 0r leans I  went  back to  Chicago.  l , layne King was

s ta r t i ng  h i s  band  a t  t he  A ragon  Ba l l room.  I  had  f i ve  days  to  p lay  the re  as  a

doub le  band .  Then  I  wen t  i n to  the  Beaumon t  C lub  i n  Ch icago .  I t  was  a  gamb l ing

cas ino  and  i t  was  ra ided  by  the  DArs  o f f i ce - - they  chopped  the  p lace  down .  A f te r
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n.

the Beaumont  Club c losedo I  s tar ted to  come to El  Paso in  1929.  i  to ld  my wi fe

I 'd  meet  her  heren because she had to come here for  her  heal th .  So on my way

he re  I  s t opped  i n  Da l l as ,  Geo rge  and  L i l l i an  Sheppn  who  have  t he  Shepp ' s

Bak ing  Company ,  and  Mary  Sh ie lds  and  he r  husbard ,  who  have  the  Sh ie lds  Lumber

Company ,  used  to  come to  Ga lves ton  on  the j r  vaca t i on "

0h,  they knew you f rom Galveston.

Yes  ma 'am.  I  wo rked  fo r  Sam Maceo  in  Ga lves ton  a t  The  Gro t to .

You  men t ioned  you  p layed  on  a  p ie r  down  the re .

Yes ,  t he re  was  a  p ie r  where  The  Gro t to  was - -Murdock  F i sh ing  P ie r .

The Grot to  was where you p layed,  and I  recal l  you ment ioned someth ing in  your

h i s to r i ca1  ske tch  tha t  t he re  was  some p rox im i t y  t o  o rgan ized  c r ime  and  gangs te rs .

D idn ' t  you  men t i on  F rank  N i t t e?

I , le1 l ,  yes.  He was connected wi th  the Maceo c lan,  Then Maceo was the Al  Capone

o f  Ga lves ton .  When  Governo r  Sharon  Moody  was  j n  o f f i ce ,  Sam Maceo  had  a l l  t he

r ights  to  a l  I  the gamb' l  i  ng i  n  Texas .

I  guess  we ' re  t a l k j ng  abou t  i 11ega l  gamb l i ng .

We11 ,  yes .  Bu t  he  bu i l t  a  beau t i f u l  dog  t r ack  j n  San  An ton io ,  and  because  a  po l i -

t i c i an  he  was  back ing  go t  de fea ted  i n  t he  e lec t i on  i n  1926 ,  he  cou ldn ' t  open  i t .

I t  l a i d  t he re  s t ym ied  a f t e r  i t  was  bu i l t .

Wha t  happened  to  F rank  N i t t e?

l . l e l l ,  he  was  the  t reasu re r  f o r  t he  Maceo  c lan .  They  had  the  Ho l l ywood  C lub  i n

1926 .  Tha t  was  the  f j r s t  l a rge  gamb l ing  c lub  j n  Texas .  When  the  Texas  Rangers

came down there f rom Aust in ,  they chopped the p lace down,  and Ni t te  absconded

wi th about  $20,000 of  the i r  money,  and they were mad at  h im.  So I  heard

th rough  the  g rapev ine  tha t  i f  t hey  eve r  caugh t  up  w i th  h im  i t  was  go ing  to  be

"cu r ta ' i ns . "  Years  l a te r ,  i n  t he  ' 50s  o r  so ,  N i t t e  was  found  sho t  t o  dea th  i n

one  o f  t hese  empty  l o t s  i n  t he  suburbs  j us t  ou ts ide  o f  Ch icago ,  bu t  I  don ' t

know the  cause .



QUARTELL

G:

Q:

G :

n.

You  though t  he  wen t  up  and  i o ined  the  Capone  9dn9r  became a  Capon i te .

He  d id .

l . le l  I  ,  Frank,  te l  I  us about  p ' l  ay i  ng i  n  Judrez .

We l l ,  when  I  p layed  i n  Jud rez  we  had  a  l o t  o f  f un .  Tha t  was  the  on l y  en te r -

ta inmen t  he re  i n  E l  Paso  a t  t he  t ime .  E l  Paso  was  a  sma l l ,  wes te rn ,  Texas

town.  What  I  remember about  El  Paso in  those days was the l i t t le  Mexican women

wa lk ing  a round  w i th  l ong ,  da rk  d ressesn  a  da rk  shaw l  a round  the i r  heads  and

a  b lack  ve ' i l ,  I  guess  to  keep  f rom inha l i ng  dus t  when  we 'd  have  ou r  w indy  days .

And  be ing  a  Ca tho l i c  I  t hough t  t hey  were  nuns  a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  t ha t r s  t he  way  they

d ressed  and  wa lked  a round  E l  Paso l  And  the re  was  qu i te  a  l o t  o f  p rominen t

people f rom El  Paso that  come to the Centra l  Caf€ in  Judrez.

You  say  tha t  t h i s  was  the  on ' l y  en te r ta inmen t  spo t  i n  t he  a rea?

The  on l y  p lace  tha t  was  i n  E l  Paso  was  the  Red  M i l l  a t  t he  en t rance  to  l r l ash ing ton

Park ,  and  i t  was  a  lOC a  dance  p lace  run  by  Jack  McDona ld .  A l so  the re  was  the

Ra inbow Room run  by  John  Ha11  ups ta i r s  f rom the  choco la te  shop  ac ross  f rom the

Popu la r  D ry  Goods  Company ' i n  down town  E l  Paso .  Tha t  was  the  on l y  en te r ta inmen t

here.  But  o f  course i f  people wanted to  s tay at  home,  i f  they knew the n ight

manager  a t  Longwe l l ' s  Garage  on  San  F ranc i sco  S t ree t ,  t hey  cou ld  ge t  a  p in t  o f

boo t l eg  wh i skey  f o r  a  do l l a r  and  a  ha l f ,  I  ca l l ed  i t  " happy  wa te r l "

Wha t  you ' r e  t e l ' l i ng  us  now  i s  t ha t  t h i s  was  du r i ng  P roh ib ' i t i on .

R i  gh t .

And  d id  you  have  to  have  a  pe rm i t  t o  work ' i n  Jud rez?

Yes ,  I  had  to  have  a  pe rm i t  f o r  s i x  mon ths  the re  as  an  Amer i can  c i t i zen .

And  t hen  you  l i ved  i n  E l  Paso .

I  l i ved  i n  E l  Paso .

I  know you  can ' t  go  i n to  de ta i l ,  bu t  who  a re  some o f  t he  peop le  tha t  came ove r

to  t he  n i gh t c l ub?

Some of  my dear  f r iends that  I  remember were Dorrance Roder ick and h is  wi fe

n .

n .
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( they danced to my band)  and Mr.  Hooten-- they were both wi th  the El  Paso Tjmes.

John  F r i e r son  was  w i t h  t he  He ra ld  Pos t  a t  40 . |  M i l l s  S t ree t .  A t  t ha t  t ime . i t

was a Scr ipps-Howard paper ,  but  Dorrance Roder ick took i t  over .  Before that

they  were  i n  t he  o ld  bu i l d ing  on  San  F ranc ' i sco  S t ree t .  Then  the re  was  Leo

Munson of  Munson,  Dunnigan and Ryan,  He was my c lose f r jend and would come

over  and see me every n ight .  Lou Zork of  the Zork Hardware Company.  John

Ford - -he  owned  a  s idewa lk  ca fe ' i n  Jud rez  ca l l ed  The  R i t z  and  he  worked  as  a

bar tender  at  the Big K ' id  across the s t reet  f rom the Centra l  ' in  Judrez.  t lhen

beer  came back,  John Ford s tar ted a beer  d is t r ibut ing company across f rom my

mus ic  s to re  a t  8 . | 6  P ied ras  S t ree t  ca l l ed  The  R i t z  Beer  D is t r i bu to rs .  He  had

two  cases  o f  bee r  when  he  s ta r ted  i n  bus iness .  H is  son ,  J im ,  now i s  p res iden t

o f  t he  Munson ,  Dunn igan  and  Ryan  Hardware  Company .  A l so ,  Har ry  Hussman ,  S r .

and  h i s  son ,  Har ry  J r . ,  had  a  m in ja tu re  go ' l f  cou rse  he re .  Now h j s  son  i s  head

o f  t he  Mon twood  Bank - -Tom Hussman .  And  when  Mr .  Hussman  bu i l t  h j s  f i r s t  apa r t -

men ts ,  he  named  them ' in  honor  o f  h ' i s  w ' i f e - -The  Caro l i ne  Apar tmen ts - -on  abou t

3300  Persh ing .  I  t ook  an  apa r tmen t  t he re .  When  I  f j r s t  came to  E l  Paso  I  was

1 iv ' i ng  a t  t he  De l  Nor te ,  and  Mr .  Hussman  sa id ,  "Why  don ' t  you  take  an  apa r tmen t

he re?  I 'm  bu i l d i ng  a  n i ce  apa r tmen t  house  and  I 'm  nam ing  i t  f o r  my  w i f e . "

And th is  was the f i rs t  rea l  commerc ia l  apar tment  house in  the town?

We l l ,  I  t h i nk  i t  was - - I  mean ,  new  a t  t he  t ime .

I 'm  j us t  men ta l l y  compar i ng  i t  w i t h  wha t  we  have  t oday .  We ' re  p rac t i ca l l y  wa l l -

to-wal  I  apar tments.

0 :  R igh t .  We l l ,  when  I  opened  my  mus ic  s to re  I  l i ved  i n  t he  Garden  Apar tmen ts  on

Mon tana  S t ree t  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  and  the re  a l so  was  a  young  man  tha t  was  runn ing  the

E l  Paso  T jmes ,  Johnny  F r ie rson ,  who  l i ved  i n  t ha t  apa r tmen t  house .  When  I  open-

ed  my  mus ic  s to re  I  moved  to  9 lB  Cedar  S t ree t ,  wh jch  was  c lose  to  my  p lace  o f
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business.  Then there was B ' i l l  Too ' ley who owned the Knox Hote l  .  That  was on

San  F ranc i sco  S t ree t .  I t ' s  t o rn  down  now because  o f  t he  C iv i c  Cen te r .  La te r

on he managed the Hote l  Paso del  Nor te.  t^ lhen I  was in  Los Angeles managing

the Stowaway Room in the Stowel l  Hote l ,  he was manager  of  the Hal l  Hote l  on

H i l l  S t . ,  and  E l  Paso  money  bough t  t he  Ros lyn  Eas t  and  Ros lyn  l ^ l es t  Ho te l s  on

Main St .  in  Los Angeles.  A lso the Ambassador  Hote l  was operated by El  Paso

i  n terests  .

And  he  was  one  o f  t he  peop le  you  me t  when  you  were  p lay ins  i n  Jud rez .

R i  gh t .

Te l l  us  some more .  I t  sounds  as  i f  you  were  go ' i ng  ove r  a  ros te r .

B j l l  Hoove r ,  S r . ,  o f  t he  Hoove r  f am i l y ;  B i l l  Hoove r ,  J r .  and  h i s  b ro the r  J immy- -

t i eys ta r ted  the  Co t ton  Exchange  he re .  J immy d jed  j n  . l 929 - -he  
wass tabbed to  dea th

by  a  worke r  on  the i r  co t ton  p lan ta t i on .

F rank ,  was  th ' i s  a  b ig  co t ton  town  then?

I t  abso lu te l y  was .  t l e  had  a  l o t  o f  t ex t i l e  i ndus t r i es  a round  E l  Paso  and  i n

Jud rez  a t  t ha t  t  jme .  They ' ve  a l1  d ' i sappeared .

Bu t  t he  co t ton  was  ra i sed  he re ,  i s  t ha t  r i gh t?

R igh t .  And  t he  Hoove r  f am j l y  had  qu i t e  an  j n te res t  i n  i t .

Now,  go  back  to  you r  peop le .  I  d idn ' t  mean  to  take  you  away .

There  was  Bagg io  Casc iano ,  who  i s  now the  P res iden t  o f  t he  Mus ic ians  Un ion .

He  was  one  o f  t he  ea r l y  E1  Pasoans .

R igh t .  He ' s  been  i n  the re  fo r  some t ime .  He ' s  abou t  86  yea rs  o f  age .  And

there was Car l  0 .  Wyler ,  head of  KTSM and the Tr i  State Music  Company.  Fred Bor-

n.

Jand  was  the  manaoer -o f  t he  Lobb .v  #2  i n  Jud rez .  The  owner

o f  t he  DM D is t i l l e r y  Co . ,  S .A .  i n  Jud rez .  I  cou ld  t a l k  and

o f  beau t i f u l  peop ' l e .  The re  was  Joe  Oak ie .  He ' s  t he  head

c ia t i on  i n  Texas  now.  Mr .  Pey ton  and  h i s  w j fe  Mary  danced

ca l I  h im  "The  Baby  Bee f  K ing . "

was Don G6mez,  p res ident

car ry  on  about  a  lo t

o f  the  Drugg is t  Asso-

there-- they used to
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Tha t  means  ca t t l e ,  t oo .

R i  qh t .

F rank ,  I  wan t  t o  go  back  to  some o f  t he  peop le  you ' ve  me t  j n  Jud rez  who  pe rhaps

were  no t  l oca l .  When  you  were  p lay ing  i n  Jud rez  you  men t ioned  see ing  and  ta l k -

i ng  w i t h  Loue l l a  Pa rsons .

R igh t ,  I  d i d .

Wou ld  you  t e l l  us  a  l i t t l e  abou t  t ha t?

We l l ,  she  and  Dr .  Mar t j n  spen t  t he j r  honeymoon  he re  fo r  two  weeks  and  they 'd

come in to  the  Cen t ra l  and  have  d inne r  each  n igh t  because  I  had  the  on l y  b ig

band  in  th i s  pa r t  o f  t he  coun t r y  a t  t ha t  t ime .  One  n igh t  she  sen t  a  wa i te r  up

to  the  bands tand  w i th  a  no te  te l l i ng  me  tha t  she  wan ted  to  mee t  me .  A f te r  ou r

dance  se t  I  wa lked  to  the i r  t ab le  and  they  i n t roduced  themse lves  and  sa id ,  " l ^ l e

en joy  you r  mus ic  and  we 'd  I  i ke  to  know ' i f  you 'd  be  j n te res ted  ' i n  comjng  to  Los

Ange1es . "  M i ss  Pa rsons  sa id ,  "My  husband  has  an  i n te res t  i n  a  Ho l l ywood

Bi l tmore Hote ' l  .  l , le  f  ike your  k ind of  music  and the k ind of  costumes I  have in

m ind  tha t  you  wou ld  wear  wou ld  be  the  Mex ican - t ype ,  rea l  b r j gh t  and  b r i l l i an t

cos tumes .  I f  you  dec ide  to  come we 'd  l i ke  to  have  you  6 rgan i2e  a  band  i n

Ca l ' i f o rn i a .  "

D id  you  eve r  t ake  he r  up  on  i t ?

We l l ,  a f t e r  t h ings  go t  bad  he re  i n  E l  Paso ,  I  c l osed  my  mus ic  s to re  a f te r  t he

f i rs t  o f  the year .  We p layed the New Years Eve par ty  at  the El  Paso Country

C lub ,  and  t hen  I  dec ided  t o  go  t o  Ca l i f o rn i a .  I n  t he  mean t ime ,  on  t h ' i s  r ad io

stat jon I  was broadcast ing f ron5 f rom the Del  Nor te Hote l ,  there was a young

chap  by  the  name o f  A l  Ben f i e ld  i n  Tucson .  H is  fo l ks  were  bu i l d ing  the  P ioneer

Ho te l  t he re .  He  sen t  me  a  w i re  when  I  was  s t i l l  a t  t he  Cen t ra l .  He  sa id ,

" I f  you happen to have a chance,  I  would l ike for  you and your  band to come

down he re . "  He  was  l ea rn ing  the  ho te l  bus iness  when  I  was  a t  t he  Edgewate r

Beach  Ho te l  back  i n  ' 25  o r ' 26 .  He  was  a  c l e r k .  H i s  f o l ks  bu i l t  t he  P ionee r

Q :

G :

n .
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Hote l .  I  t o ld  h im  tha t  on  my  way  to  Ca l i f o rn ia  i  wou ld  s top  i n  t o  see  h im .  I

t hough t  E1  Paso  was  a  sma l l  t own ,  bu t  when  I  go t  t o  Tucson ,  i t  was  ve ry  sma11- -

on l y  abou t  two  b locks  l ong l  The  ho te l  was  bu i l t  and  he  asked  me  i f  I  wou ld  s tay

the re  and  take  ca re  o f  a l l  h j s  en te r ta inmen t  i n  t he  ho te l .  He  gave  me  and  my

w i fe  a  su i te  o f  rooms  fo r  t he  n igh t ,  a  n ' i ce  b reak fas t  and  l unch ,  w i th  no  cha rge .

He  p ' l eaded  w i th  me  to  s tay .  I  sa id ,  "Mr .  Ben f i e ld ,  I  t hough t  E1  Paso  was  a

sma l l  t own ,  bu t  t h i s  rea l l y  i s  no t  t oo  b ig  e i t he r .  Where  do  you r  peop le  come

f rom?"  He  sa id , ' rOh ,  we  have  wea l t hy  peop le  f r om a l l  t hese  rances  he re .

F rank ,  t h i s  i s  go ing  t o  be  a  g rea t  r eso r t  someday . "  I  sa i d ,  "We11 ,  I 'm  on  mV

way  t o  Los  Ange les .  I ' ve  go t  an  i nv i t a t i on  f r om Loue l l a  Pa rsons  and  D r .  Ma r t i n . "

D id  tha t  t u rn  ou t?

No l  I  had  a  b rand  new Ersk in  ca r  made  by  S tudebaker  i n  l 92B  tha t  I  bough t  when

I  l e f t  Ch icago ,  and  a f te r  I  go t  t o  Los  Ange les ,  I  so ld  i t  f o r  $90S.00  so  I  cou ld

get  some employment .  I  went  to  New York and I  organized a band,  and Mr.  Leo

F i t zge ra ld  pu t  me  in  the  Ambassador  C lub  on  B roadway  and  42nd  S t ree t  i n  t he  Win -

te r  Garden  Thea t re  bu i l d ing .  I t  was  run  by  La r ry  Faye  and  New York  (Du tch  Schu l t z )

F lagenhe im.  When  I  f ound  ou t  who  the  peop le  were  tha t  were  runn ing  the  c lub ,

I  wan ted  to  ge t  ou t  o f  t he re l  C la ra  Bow was  the i r  s ta r  t ap  dance r  i n  t he  N .T .G .

Rev iew .  Mr .  Leo  F i t zge ra ld  booked  he r  and  he  a l so  managed  N jck  Lucas ,  t he  "Croon-

i ng  T roubado r  and  h i s  gu i t a r , "

D idn ' t  I  hea r  you  men t ion  tha t  you  were  i n  con tac t  w i th  Pe r ry  Como in  h i s  ea r l y

days?

Yes .  When  I  was  i n  Da l l as ,  j us t  be fo re  I  came to  E l  Paso ,  Ted  Weems and  h i s

band were p lay ing at  the Baker  Hote l  f ioof  Garden in  Dal las,  and Perry  Como and

the  wh is t l e r ,  E lmo  Tanner ,  we re  w i th  h i s  band .  They  were  j us t  s ta r t i ng  ou t .  Now '

Ted Weems and h is  brother  and the boyb in  the band,  when they had t ime of f  they

wou ld  come to  the  E l -T i vo l i  and  l i s ten  to  my  band .  I  r emember  when  the  Weems

bro the rs  j us t  s ta r ted  i n  t he  bus iness .  Pau l  Speck  who  I  wo rked  fo r  a t  t he  A lamac
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Hote l  in  New York had a bookinq agency,  and he or"ganized a band for  them at  the

Rosemon t  Ba l l r oom in  B rook l yn .  Tha t r s  how they  s ta r ted  j n  t he  mus ic  bus iness .

And you sa ' id  Perry  Como was in  Dal las?

He  was  j us t  s ta r t i ng  to  s ing  w i th  the  bands  then .  Be fone  tha t  he  was  a  ba rbe r ,

He  was  w i th  the  Ted  Weems band  in  Da l l as .  He  wasn l t  t oo  we l l - known .

I f  I  r eca l I  co r rec t l y ,  Vou  sa id  someth ing  abou t  know ing  Ph i ' l  Ha r r i s .

Ph i l  Ham is  f o l l owed  me  j n  Ga l ves ton  maybe  l 0  o r  12  yea rs  l a t e r ;  i n  f ac t ,  i n

' 42  when  he  mar r i ed  A l i ce  Faye .  Bu t  I  was  b rough t  back  to  Ga lves ton  by  Sam

l4aceo  when  he  rebu i l d t  t he  Ho l l ywood  C lub  i n  1934 .  I  was  a t  The  Gro t to  i n

19?7 .  Now The  Ho ' l l ywood  C lub  was  l ebu l l t  and  Ph i l  Ha r r i s  came in  l a te r .  Sam

Maceo  to ld  me  he  was  go ing  to  bu ' i l d  a  s tee l  p ie r ,  You  know,  he  b rough t  t ha t

beau ty  pagean t  f rom A t lan t i c  C i t y  t o  Ga lves ton .  The  g i r l  t ha t  won  tha t  yea r

was f rom Chicago.  Her  name was Miss Van Dusen,  and she was sponsored by Ethel

Kendal l ,  owner  of  the Merry  Garden Bal l room. My band p layed at  the Merry  Garden

Ba l l room ]n  1922 .

Haven ' t  I  hea rd  you  men t ion  mee t ing  Conrad  H ' i l t on ,  S r ,?

R i  gh t .

Was that  here?

We11 ,  I  l i ved  a t  h i s  H i l t on  Ho te l  wh i l e  I  was  i n  Da l l as  wo rk i ng  a t  E l -T j vo l i .

He  and  h i s  f am i l y  were  runn ing  the  ho te l  on  the  Amer i can  P lan ,

You  mean  he  was  ac tua l l y  ope ra t ' i ng  i t ?

R igh t ,  and  he  l i ved  the re  w i th  h i s  f am i l y .  When  he  came to  E l  Paso ,  t he  She ldon

Ho te l  had  bu rned  down  jus t  a  sho r t  wh i l e  be fo re  I  came he re .  ( I  had  some o ld

f i lm on the hote l  that  I  had taken.)  He came to El  Paso to  t ry  to  get  some

he lp  t o  bu i l d  t he  H i l t on  Ho te l ,  wh i ch  i s  now  the  P laza  Ho te l .  He  came  i n  t o

see  me  because  I  l i ved  i n  h i s  ho te l  wh i l e  I  was  i n  Da l l as .

As  I  r eca l l ,  he  d i d  ge t  h i s  f i nanc ia l  back ing  he re  and  rea l l y  go t  s t a r t ed  he re .

He  d jd ,  yes  ma 'am.  He ' s  abou t  90  yea rs  o ld  now.  I  knew h im when  he  was  a  young

G:

n .

G :

Q :
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And  he  was  ac tua l ' l y  work ing  a t  ho te l  wo rk .

R igh t .  He  and  h i s  w i f e  had  an  Amer j can  P lan  ho te l  and  I  l i ved  t he re .

l ^ l ha t  abou t  Benny  Goodman ,  F rank?  Te l l  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  t ha t .

He  s ta r t ed  ou t  o f  Hu l l  House  j us t  l i ke  I  d i d .

Benny Goodman d id?

Yes  o  ma 'am.

I  know wha t  you  mean  now,  ta l k ing  abou t  Pau l  Mun i ,  Benny  Goodman  and  you rse l f ,

that  a  great  many people real ly  s tar ted careers f rom there.

Benny Goodman p layed in  the Boys Band wi th  my k id  brothers Joe and Ern ie,  a

c la r j ne t  p laye r .  One  o f  my  b ro the rs ,  Joe ,  d ied  he re  abou t  a  yea r  ago .  He  was

a l so  a  mus i c i an .  He  p l ayed  i n  t he  Co lumb ia  S tud ios  and  he  reco rded  a  l o t  o f

backg round  mus j c  f o r  b i g  p i c t u res  l i ke  "Due l  j n  t he  Sun . "  He  a l so  p l ayed  w i t h

the Woodie Herman Band.  He was a t rombone p layer .

Was he p lay ing when you got  Benny Goodman to p lay w' i th  you?

l ^ le l l ,  my  b ro the rs  were  j us t  coming  up .  Joe  was  abou t  Benny ' s  age ,  and  Benny  was

G:

n .

abou t  13  yea rs  o1d .  I  needed  a  saxophone  p laye r .  I  had  a  band  a t  t he

Ca f6  where  He len  Morgan  was  s ing ing  i n  he r  f i r s t  f l oo rshow appearance .

t ha t  she  was  a  show  g i r l  a t  Bouche ' s  V i l l a  Ven j ce  i n  Ch j cago  i n  1922 .

You weren ' t  much o l  der  than Benny Goodman,  were you?

lde l ]  ,  I  wou ld  say  I 'm  a  b i t  o l de r .  Benny  Goodman  mus t  be  69 ,  and  I 'm

was  75  on  my  las t  b i r t hday .

I  don ' t  t h i nk  peop le  l i s t en ing  t o  you  wou ld  be l j eve  t ha t .

Montmarte

Before

75.  r

n .

n .

G :
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l , . Je l l ,  I 'm  75  yea rs  young .

Bu t  Benny  rea11y  go t  s ta r ted  w i th  you?

I  needed a soxophone p layer .  I  went  down to Hul l  House to see the boys in  the

band  and  J immy S3r ' l ves te r .  They  were  p lay ing  the  M inon  Over tu re .  I  l i ked  the

way  he  execu ted  t ha t  number .  I t ' s  qu i t e  a  d j f f i cu l t  c l a r i ne t  number .  I n  t he

meant ' ime I 'd  heard about  h im f rom my brothers Joe and Ern ie and some of  the
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boys  tha t  were  p ' l ay ing  i n  t he  Hu l l  House  band ,  t ha t  he  was  a  good  mus ic ian .  So

I  had  h im  come down  and  aud ' i t i on  on  a  Sa tu rday  n igh t  f o r  my  band .  I  was  j us t

s tar t ' ing to  record for  OKAY Records.  I  heard h im p lay,  and he was 20 years

ahead  o f  eve ryone  a t  t ha t  t img  as  fa r  as  j azz  was  conce rned  on  c la r i ne t .  So

I  h i r ed  h im .

How long was he wi th  you,  Frank?

Jus t  one  n ' i gh t !  The  nex t  n igh t  I  wen t  down  to  work  and  the  boss  l a id  me  ou t

fo r  h i r i ng  a  young  k id  tha t  p layed  so  d i f f e ren t .  He  sa id ,  "He ' s  gonna  spo i l

you r  band l "  He  i nsu l ted  me  in  f ron t  o f  t he  cus tomers  i n  t he  Mon tmar te  Ca f6 .

And th is  was over  Benny Goodman?

0ver  Benny Goodman.  I  went  on the bandstand,  packed my horn and le f t ,  and le f t

t he  band  the re .  They  were  f i r ed  and  g i ven  the i r  two  weeks  no t i ce .

And yet  you say Benny Goodman at  that  t ime was rea ' l ly  20 years ahead of  h is  t ime.

Why ,  su re .  He  was .  He ' s  the  "K ing  o f  Sw jng"  r i gh t  now.  I  wo rked  w i th  h im

and  G lenn  t q i i l e r  a t  t he  B lack  Hawk  Res tau ran t  j n  Ch i caqo  j n  t h tBen  Po l l i c k

Orches t ra .  I  made  seve ra l  reco rd ings  w ' i t h  t hem,  "Memph is  B lues "  and  " l . l a i t i ng

fo r  Ka ty  Dear "  on  V ic to r  Reco rds .  Bu t  i f  you  wan t  t o  ge t  back ,  I  can ' t  say  too

much  abou t  t l  Paso .  I  w i sh  I  cou ld  speak  more .

G :  Wou ld  you  p lease  te l l  us  abou t  t he  f i r s t  rad io  s ta t i on  i n  E l  Paso ,  ! , JDAH? In

you r  h j s to r i ca l  ske tch  you  men t ioned  tha t  i t  was  ca l l ed  "The  Vo ice  o f  t he  R io

Grande."  l , . !here was that  located?

Q: I t  was at  the top of  the Del  Nor te Hote l .  They had no employees,  just  the people

tha t  ran  the  s ta t i on .  I  used  to  have  a  g i r l  p iano  p laye r  t ha t  worked  the re  pa r t

t ime and a banjo p layer  that  worked at  the Rainbow Room by the name of  Johnson.

We 'd  do  a  l i t t l e  p rog ram in  the  morn ing  and  I  wou ld  men t ion  the  names  o f  a l l

t hese  bus inessmen  ove r  t he  rad io  s ta t j on ,  a l l  t hese  wonder fu l  peop le .

G :  Was  j t  so r t  o f  a  d i sc  j ockey  j ob?

Q:  We11 ,  maybe .  I  p layed  my  t rumpe t .

l 3

A .

n .

G:

n .

n .

n.

I  had to  do my own announcing.  They had
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a  sma l l  s tud io .  I  d id  a  tune  ca ' l ' l ed  "The  Bounc ing  Baby"  and  I  i n t roduced  myse l f

as  "F rank ie  Qua r te l I ,  E l  Paso ' s  M idn jgh t  Son . "

l.lhy?

We l l ,  I  wo rked  a t  n igh t .  My  mus ic  bus iness  a lways  was  be tween  l0  and  4  i n  t he

morn ing .  And  I  wou ld  s ing  th i s  song  "The  Bounc ing  Baby"  and  I  wou ld  say ,  "Le t ' s

ca l l  h im  Cha r l ey "  o r  " Le t ' s  ca l l  h im  Geo rge "  o r  John ,  o r  Ha r r y ;  and  I  wou ld

ment ion some of  the great  names and say,  " l^ lhat  about  Hamy Hussman?" and "What

abou t  Chr i s  Fox ,  Mr .  McAfee  (p res iden t  o f  t he  S ta te  Na t iona l  Bank )  and  Mr .  Hoover

and Bi l l  Tooley?"  They were b ig people here,  and when they would come in  at

n igh t ,  t hey  wou ld  te l l  me  abou t  hea r ing  me  on  rad io .  And  they  en joyed  tha t  k ind

o f  en te r ta inmen t .

I t  sounds  l i ke  p robab ly  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  t a l k  shows  in  a  sense ,  ' i n  t ha t  you  had

to  do  t he  t a l k i ng .

They  d jdn ' t  pay  much  money .  They  pa id  me  $ . |5 .00  a  week ,  because  they  were  j us t

s ta r t i ng  ou t  t hen .

I  was  wonder ing  wha t  t he  sa la r i es  fo r  mus ic jans  were .

I  was  mak ing  a  good  sa la ry  on  the  o the r  s ide .  Mr .  Gonzd lez  pa ' i d  me  $250 .00  a

week  wh j l e  t he  o the r  mus i c i ans  we re  ge t t i ng  $30 .00 .

In  o the r  words ,  Vou  were  ca r ry ing  bo th  j obs .

Yes ,  ma 'am.  Be fo re  they  used  to  work  on  t i ps .  They  had  an  o ld  t j n  ho rn  l j ke

they  had  on  the  o ld  V i c t ro la  phonograph  mach ine ,  w i th  a  box ;  and  peop le  wou ld

toss  i n  co ins  fo r  t i ps  fo r  t he  mus ic ians .  And  tha t  was  the i r  sa ]a ry l  i  wan t

to ta lk  about  one more man that 's  very in terest ing,  by the name of  01d Man

Snyder .  He  used  to  ra i se  A rab ian  ho rses  he re  i n  E l  Paso  and  he  used  to  se l l

t hem to  the  genera l s  and  a l l  t he  o f f i ce rs  j n  t he  Mex ican  A rmy  fo r  $5000 .00  and

$6000 .00 .  He  wou ld  come to  the  Cen t ra l  Ca fd  and  he rd  say ,  "F rankn  I ' ve  go t  an

Arab ian  ho rse  p i cked  ou t  f o r  you .  Why  don ' t  you  come ove r  and  ge t  h im?"  I ' d

sdy ,  " I ' ve  go t  no  p lace  to  keep  h im . "  Bu t  he  was  a  rea l  Texan .  He  wou ld  come

in  w j th  h i s  boo ts  and  h i s  work  c lo thes ,  and  h i s  w j fe  and  daugh te r  wou ld  come in

G :

v .
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he ketf TelTint mC abottthis honse. Now-, he'd

get  t igh t  and he 'd  chew tobacco and sp ' i t  on  the  s ' ide ,  and h is  w ' i fe  wou ld  ca l l

h im on j t .  He 'd  say ,  "Keep qu ie t .  F rank ,  I  want  you to  ge t  four  boys  and come

to my home."

G:  I  was  go ing  to  ask  you where  a1 ' l  these ranches  were .  You sa id  the  c j ty  i t se l f

was smal I .

Q:  He had a  b ig  ranch here  where  he  ra ised h is  horses ,  and he  was a lways  ta lk ing

about  sav ing  th is  horse  fo r  me,  when was I  go ing  to  p ick  h im up? I  had no

p lace  to  pu t  h im.  I  sa id ,  " I  on ly  l i ve  in  an  apar tment . "  He  sa id ,  "Why  don f t

you ren t  yourse l f  a  s tab l ,b  so  you can keef  h im? Hers  a  beaut i fu l  horse . "  He

was qu i te  an  ind iv idua l .  The reason I  ren fember  h im,  he  wou ld  ge t  t igh t  and in -

v i te  a l l  h is  f r iends  tha t  were  a t  the  Cent ra l  to  h is  home.  He ld  take  us  to  h is

home and  I ' d  b r ing  fou r  o r  f i ve  mus ic ians .  He 'd  say ,  "F rank ,  I ' l I  g i ve  you

$50 .00  and  $ . |0 .00  ap iece  fo r  the  mus ic ians .  Come to  my  house .  I r ve  go t  a  lo t

o f  f r iends  coming over . "  i ^ le 'd  go  to  h is  home;  he  l i ved  on  Mesa c lose  by  here .

There  wasn ' t  very  many homes there  a t  tha t  t ime.  Herd  ge t  there  and he 'd  go  to

bed and leave his wj fe to take care of  the party.  They had whiskey and a buffet

lunch ,  a l l  you  cou ld  ea t  and  d r ink .

I t  sounds l i ke  a  rea l  wes tern  par ty .

He was a  rea l  Texan.  He was en joy ' ing  h imse l f  and I  canr t  fo rge t  h im.  I  had to

ment ion ' i t .  I  wou ld  a lso  l i ke  to  ment jon  abou t  Marsha  Hunte r ,  who  i s  w i th  the

Peyton  Foundat ion .

I  th jnk  you d id  want  to  say  thank  you to  Marsha Hunter  fo r  her  he lp  w i th  you ge t -

t ing  a  t rumpet  and ge t t ing  yourse l f  s ta r ted  aga in .  I  th ink  she w i l l  be  very

happy w i th  tha t  acknowledgement .  F rank ,  I  th ink  we cou ld  go  on  and on .  Therers

so  many th ' ings  I  have to  ask  you tha t  we d idn ' t  ge t  in to .  F rank  te ' l l s  s to r ies

about  no t  be ing  ab le  to  c ross  the  br idge a f te r  a  cer ta in  hour  f rom M6x ico .

R igh t .

15



QUARTELL l 6

A . And many of  the th ' ings in  ear ly  E ' l

Schoo l  o f  M ines .  Bu t  we  w i l l  have

g i ven  us  a  g rea t  ha l f  hou r  he re . "

i ng ;  have  a  n i ce  week .

Paso when the Universi ty used to be the

to  say ,  "Thank you Frank ie  Quar te ' |1 ,  you 've

Th is  i s  Da isy  Grunau .  I  thank  you  fo r  l i s ten -

n .

Pos tc r ip t  to  In te rv iew

Now,  le tb  go  on .  Th is  j s  F rank ie  Ouar te l l :  How to  dea l  w i th  s in  in  your  l i f e .

"Sor row breaks  up  o ld  hab i ts  and rep ' laces  them wi th  new and be t te r

hab i ts ,  a  fac t  wh ich  suggests  tha t  sor row is  a  dev ' i ce  o f  na ture  by

which she keeps man from becom' ing enslaved by complacency and sel f -

sa t is fac t ion .  Th is  gave me f reedom i  wou ld  never  have known wi th -

ou t  th is  exper ience,and paved the  way fo r  the  wr i t ing  o f  my book .

In part ing,  I  say,  "Take care of  yoursel f ;  and hornblowers never

d ie - - they  jus t  b low away  l i ke  a  v jo len t ,  w i ld ,  w i1d ,  w i1d ,  w ind . "



Postscr ip t  to  In terv iew

Mayor  R.  E .  Thomason ded ica ted  a  rad io  ba l l  wh jch  was he ld  in  the  De l

Nor te  Hote l  and fea tured  the  grand open ing  o f  E1 Paso 's  new rad io  s ta t ion .

0n  August  23 ,1929,  b roadcas t ing  s ta r ted  f rom the  Tr i  S ta te  Mus ic  Company.

In  
. |930,  

among the  f i rs t  rad jo  b roadcas ts  f rom Judrez ,  l46x ico  v {as  s ta t jon

XEJ.  The founder  was young Don Pedro  Meneses  Ho jos .  He was ca l ' led  by

many as Pete.  He introduced the f i rst  audience programs from the old Teatro

Zaragoza. His remote control  music programs came from the dance f loor of

the Lobby #2 Cafe on Judrez Avenue.

I ,  F rank  Quar te l l ,  was  the  band leader  and MC,  and commenta tor  o r

announcer on XEJ dur ing our broadcast of  the f loorshow for the heavi ly

popul  ated El  Paso cl  ' ientel  e .

Some entertainers who perfonmed were Alberto Serg' io,  known as the

"Great  Mex ican Tenor , "  an  1 l -year  o ld  Span ish  dancer  known as  Marqu i ta ,

and piano player Leo Rocco, who played American songs. I  would play

t rumpet  so los .

I t  is possible that Severo Gonzdlez, owner of the &,rfr  l"Ula'an/f l .  Dld €lTivol i  ,a

Judrez ,  f inanced Don Pedro  when he  began the  f i rs t  rad io  s ta t ion  in

Judrez .
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