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DECEMBER 4, 2018

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector

Ten straight 
semesters, three 
and a half years. 
Oh boy, what a 
ride it’s been. 

�e �rst day I 
stepped foot into 
�e Prospector’s of-
�ce, I was an eager 
kid with a folder 

containing my resume and application to turn 
in. It was my �rst day of freshman orientation. I 
knew that the second I enrolled at UTEP, I want-
ed to leave my mark on student publications and 
grow as a journalist. 

Today I sit, almost like a separate gradua-

tion, ready to leave and continue my career as 
a journalist. It was because of �e Prospector—
not class work, not a speci�c professor or even 
the university—that I was given hundreds upon 
hundreds of opportunities to grow in my cra�. 

�rough countless UTEP athletics events, 
Chihuahuas games, Sun Bowl matchups and 
a bit of national coverage, I found my niche in 
sports reporting. It is what led to my coverage of 
high school football for Texas HS Football and 
Town Talk Sports El Paso last year that helped me 
boost up my experience for my eventual job at 
600 ESPN El Paso. 

During my freshman year, I was given an op-
portunity to cover the media events surrounding 
the NCAA Final Four (2016), when Villanova hit 
a game-winning 3-pointer to beat North Caro-
lina 77-74 in one of the more spectacular Final 
Four �nishes. �at springboarded an opportu-

nity this past year in March to cover the Final 
Four again, but this time alongside two sports 
reporters (Jeremy Carrano and Mikey Flores) at 
�e Prospector and when I was more seasoned 
in journalism. 

�ere were intangibles that �e Prospector 
gives to us, such as a �rst-hand glimpse on what 
it means to act and practice as a journalist, with 
real-time deadlines, managing a sta� and putting 
together weekly papers. It is perfect for anyone 
that truly wants to spend time working toward 
being a journalist. 

But there are some downsides that cannot go 
unnoticed. When I started at �e Prospector, our 
weekly print publication was thick, �lled with 
content and was an average of 12 pages per is-
sue. Due to budget cuts, we were forced to cut 
down our size and limit our page count, which 
really limits how much content we include in our 

Closing time: A goodbye from a sports guy

The Fall 2018 Prospector Staff wishes you good luck on finals week
paper. �is past summer was the �rst time we 
didn’t print.

�is isn’t intended to be a grim goodbye be-
cause the good outweighed the bad by a long-
shot. Our sta� poured their hearts out semester 
by semester to get the most out of our publica-
tion. I gave everything I had to this publica-
tion and in turn, was granted success a�er hard 
work, won collegiate awards, earned notoriety, 
received great friendships and worked to leave 
my staple here. 

So for my Prospector family, my special 
thanks to everyone I ever encountered at the of-
�ce and spent time with. More speci�cally, thank 
you to Javier and Michaela for taking a chance on 
me and hiring me. I’ll always cherish the debates 
I had with Javier, who will go on to be a great 
professor someday and I’ll never forget all the 
productive work weeks I had with Michaela. She 
is currently working for the Salem Statesman and 
will have an incredible journalistic career. 

My two advisors, Kathy and Vero, meant 
more to me than they will ever know. Kathy will 
forever remain a legend at UTEP for pioneer-
ing work in the communications department 
and will have a special place in my heart for how 
much she pushed me to do better. Vero took over 
for Kathy in the summer and juggled being the 
head of the department, our advisor and ran the 
advertising department without losing her head, 
which was amazing. Marcy Luna and Isabel Cas-
tillo helped us immensely in our front o�ce and 
I can’t thank them enough for their support and 
kindness toward me. 

I was extremely proud of the sports depart-
ment at �e Prospector during my time. Work-
ing alongside journalists like Gaby Velasquez, 
Jeremy Carranco, Jason Green, Mikey Flores, 
Curly Mendez, Augie Touris and Isaiah Ramirez 
was a blessing. Our spring sta� comprised of 
Jeremy, Gaby, Mikey, Curly, Isaiah and myself 
might be one of the best sports departments at 
the student media publications in years. Gaby 
put out some of the best sports photography this 
city’s seen, while Curly kept everything intact in 
the sports department as acting editor since the 
summer. I’m excited that Isaiah will be succeed-
ing us next semester and I know he will do a great 
job with the editorial spot. 

My thanks to the past editors that helped 
see SPORTS GUY on page 5

GABY VELASQUEZ/ THE PROSPECTOR
First row (left to right): Malia Greene, Ashley Johnson, Valeria Olivares, Javier Cortez, Alexia Nava, Claudia Hernandez, Brianna Chavez, Catherine Ramirez, Andrea Valdez-Rivas, Gaby 
Velasquez. Second row (left to right): Daniel Mendez, Christian Guiterrez, Sergio Muñoz, Oscar Avila, Adrian Broaddus, Claudia Flores, Isaiah Ramirez, Itzel Lara Garcia, Erick Valverde.
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Do not dump waste,
chemicals, paint, 

custodial waste, and
general rubbish 

items (tires, old car parts,
shopping carts, etc.) into
storm drains, channels,

or ditches.

No tirar basura, aparatos
electrodomésticos, muebles,

llantas, y chatarra a
canales y acequias del 

sistema de drenaje pluvial.

Leave natural vegetation
in place where possible

to prevent erosion.

Si es posible, deje
crecer la vegetación en 
forma natural para evitar

la erosión.

Recicle aceite,
anti-congelante y lubricantes

o disponga propiamente
de ellos para prevenir

contaminación del sistema
de drenaje pluvial, mantos
acuíferos y el Río Bravo.

Recycle oil, antifreeze,
and other vehicle fluids,

or dispose of them
properly to prevent the
pollution of stormwater,
groundwater and the

Rio Grande.

Properly dispose of
hazardous wastes,

pesticides, and fertilizers.
Call UTEP EH&S to

schedule waste pickups.

Deseche correctamente 
los residuos peligrosos,

pesticidas, y fertilizantes.
Llama al departamento

EH&S en UTEP y agenda
fecha para recoger

los desperdicios.

Keep material out of the
stormwater conveyance
system (curbs, gutters,

sidewalks, streets, drains,
culverts, and arroyos).

Dispose of grass, leaves,
yard waste, and construction

debris properly.

No tapar el flujo pluvial a
canales, alcantarillas y arroyos

con basura. Disponga
correctamente de basura

vegetal (césped, ramas, y hojas)
así como basura de construcción.

Storm drains are easily
identified with “NO DUMPING”

decals at stormwater inlets.

Alcantarillado de aguas
pluviales es identificado

con anuncios de
“NO REVERTIR

 DESECHOS AQUI”

TAKE CARE OF YOUR WATER. KEEP IT CLEAN
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICE

HERTZOG BUILDING, ROOM 170
(915) 747 - 7124 • eh&s@utep.edu

So long everyone!
BY JAVIER CORTEZ 
The Prospector

Working at a col-
lege newspaper can 
suck. �e hours are 
long, the deadlines are 
short and the pay is al-
most non-existent. 

I would not describe 
The Prospector—a place 

I have worked on and off for five years—as a fun job. But 
I would recommend it to any aspiring journalist. 

You learn how to hold yourself accountable, 
assume responsibilities that you never had be-
fore and navigate the complexities of doing good 
journalism. It’s a life-changing experience if you 
take in all it has to o�er.

Now that I’m done, I think about all the people 
that le� a lasting impression on me. 

For starters, the current 2018 Fall sta�. �is se-
mester has not been easy. �ere were so many changes 
and di�culties that started months before the semes-
ter even began. �ank you to those who stuck around, 

committed and made an e�ort to grow as journalists. 
Adrian Broaddus—long-time co-worker. In 

2015, I was in dire need of a sports writer and had 
no encouraging prospects. �en you came in as a 
fresh-faced teenager, eager to learn and ready to 
work. You bailed me out. In 2018, a�er unfortunate 
sta� changes, you stepped up and helped me co-
manage the paper. You bailed me out again. �ank 
you for being reasonable, fun to work with and en-
couraging to me when I came back. 

Veronica Gonzalez—Director of Student Media 
and Publications. I’m glad I had you as my boss for 
my last semester as an undergrad. Granted, that was 
not my initial feeling when I came back, but I am 
happy it turned out the way it did. �e Prospector is 
in good hands with you at the helm. �ank you for 
staying positive when I was negative. �ank you for 
showing patience when I was at my wit’s end. And 
thank you for being open-minded, knowing how 
stubborn I can be. 

Jasmine Aguilera—my �rst editor-in-chief. I 
can only imagine how annoying I was as a know it 
all 19-year-old sports writer when I �rst joined the 
paper. I would argue with you, assume I knew what 
I was talking about (even though I didn’t), and you 
would still sit down and go over my stories with me. 
You are, still to this day, the best editor I ever had at 

�e Prospector. �ank you for always being willing 
to work with me. 

Edwin Delgado—my �rst sports editor. You 
hired me even though I had virtually no work 
experience, zero clips, and little to no understand-
ing of what the job entailed. You might not have 
known all of that, but my resume had little to o�er. 
You threw me right into the �re and let me write as 
much as I wanted whenever I wanted. �ank you 
for giving me one of my �rst opportunities and the 
freedom to grow as a young sports writer. 

Luis Gonzalez—former reporter/editor. No mat-
ter the position you held, you always were easy to 
work with. �at may not seem like much, but having 
co-workers that take the stress away, rather compound 
it, is a rarity. �ank you for keeping me sane, having 
common sense and more importantly, being a true 
friend throughout the years. 

Amanda Guillen—former reporter/editor. We 
came into the paper at the same time and I could not 
have been more wrong about you. I thought you were 
stuck up, shallow, and dumb. Now, thankful enough 
to still call you a friend, you have been nothing but 
loving, understanding, and incredibly enlightening. 
�e responsibility you took on in the Summer of 
2014 still amazes me to this day and I am glad I got to 
share that time with you. �ank you for always being 

kind to me when I could be the exact opposite. 
Michaela Roman—my favorite photo editor. 

Hands down the most dependable person I have ever 
worked with at �e Prospector. We covered more 
sporting events together than I can count and not one 
time did you fail to produce quality work. Your work 
ethic, attention to detail and restlessness always made 
we want to do more. It felt odd not having you at the 
o�ce this semester, but it only makes me more ap-
preciative of when we did work together. �ank you 
for always wanting to do the work, it was an infectious 
attitude that made me a better journalist. 

Kathy Flores—my former boss. I would con-
stantly talk back to you, argue with your decisions and 
never waste an opportunity to complain. You could 
have �red me so many times, but you didn’t. You gave 
me the freedom to be myself and over the years letting 
me, be me, was a lot to deal with. I le� the paper three 
times, but you always le� the door open for me to 
come back as if I never le�. �ank you for letting 
me drive you crazy and thank you for never giving 
up on me when I was easy to give up on. 

To those who are returning to �e Prospector 
next semester, do not waste the opportunity you 
have. Work hard, learn from each other, and appre-
ciate the time you have. You will never get it back. 

Javier Cortez may NOT be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.
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Graduating
Class of

May your future shine bright.
All the best wishes from

The Center for Accommodations and Support Services
The University of Texas at El Paso

        Congratulations!

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Was your degree worth it?
CLAUDIA HERNANDEZ, PRISCILLA GOMEZ, SERGIO MUÑOZ/ THE PROSPECTOR

CARLOS VIRAMONTES 
Senior criminal justice major
“Yes, I do think so. It has helped me for my per-
sonal development on a personal level. It helped 
me learn a lot about the criminal justice system.”

KRISTINA TORRES
Senior nursing major 
“Yes, because there will always be nursing jobs in 
the future and there is always a need for nurses, 
especially right now.”

BRANDON ORTIZ
Senior electrical engineering major
“Yes, of  course. It’s hard. I learned a 
lot of  stuff  from my professors and it 
made me a better engineer.”

ADRIANA CHAVEZ DE LA ROSA
Senior political science major
“Definitely, studying political science is worth it 
because I would like to be a college professor 
one day and I believe that in order to make an 
impact it starts by educating people.”  

FERNANDO MONROY
Senior industrial engineering major
“I believe that with everything there are classes 
you enjoy more than others and that is very help-
ful once you graduate so you know which path 
you want to continue on as a professional.”
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BY JAVIER CORTEZ 
The Prospector

�ings You Have To Come To Grips With
You are going to get paid like shit. Depending on 

what subset of the industry you go into, whether it be 
broadcast, print or multimedia, entry-level jobs do 
not pay well. If you can’t accept the fact that you will 
struggle �nancially, this is not the industry for you. If 
you think a career in journalism equates to monetary 
success, then God bless your sweet naive soul.

Prepare for the worst. Depending on where you 
start, job security is not always high. At print publi-
cations, transitioning to online based publications, 
there is no job security. You can expect to be laid o�, 
especially if you do not o�er something valuable. �is 
might sound pessimistic, but you should not consider 
yourself safe at any time.

Do not expect any pats on the back or congratula-
tory messages from anyone. Journalism at its core is a 
public service. People who serve others do not receive 
a lot of external validation. You will become jaded re-
ally quick if you do not �nd a real purpose to what you 
are doing. �e only way you will survive with your 
drive and ambition intact is through internal valida-
tion. If you know your worth and have a purpose, you 
will be �ne.

Tips for college students pursuing a career in journalism
groom me to become the reporter I am today, 

such as Luis Gonzalez, Amanda Guillen, Rene 
Delgadillo, Christian Vasquez, Elenie Gonzalez 
Maria Esquinca, Jasmine Aguilera, Jose Soto, Ed-
die Velazquez, Jacobo De La Rosa, Eric “Mike” 
Vasquez, among others. 

To the current sta�, I am proud of how we 
were able to push through adversity this semester 
and still be able to put out a product on time and 
consistently. �e returnees, Gaby Velasquez, Gigi 
Flores, Brianna Chavez, Sergio Munoz, Curly 
Mendez and Isaiah Ramirez helped us shape 
what we did this year. I’m very proud of how they 
developed as leaders and continue to grow. �e 
newbies—Andrea, Catherine, Valeria, Alexia 
and Christian—were pushed to the limit in terms 
of how hard they worked, but each rose to the 
occasion. I’m comfortable that they will step into 
editorial roles in a swi� manner.

And �nally, thank you to my mom, dad, sis-
ter, grandmother and girlfriend for their contin-
ued support. �ey are the reason I continue to 
chase my dreams and aspire for more. 

As for me, no, I’m not graduating just yet. I’m 
set to graduate this May, but I have accepted a job 
with 600 ESPN El Paso that will demand more of 
my attention. I’ll still be in the Sun City, but fo-
cusing more on radio and reporting with KROD. 

Adrian Broaddus may NOT be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

SPORTS GUY from page 2

Do Not Be A One Trick Pony
I mentioned the di�erent subsets of journal-

ism, but the industry and its positions are be-
coming consolidated. You have to be able to do 
everything now. You can’t just be a writer, a pho-
tographer, videographer or TV reporter.

�e demands of a journalist today are some-
what ridiculous, but it’s the reality of the situation. 
Hopefully, your journalism program or J-School 
provides a well-rounded education, giving you the 
tools to become a successful modern journalist.

�e more skilled and well rounded you are, 
the better your chances are at landing and keeping 
a job. If you have a solid foundation in one type of 
storytelling medium, with other ancillary skill sets, 
you will make it.

Prioritize Your Time In College Correctly
You should not disregard the bene�ts of boast-

ing a good GPA., but your main focus in college 
should not revolve around school work. You should 
take all that you can learn from your core and major 
classes while gaining practical work experience.

Create contacts and �nd work in and around your 
university/city that relates to the �eld. When it comes 
time to apply for out-of-town internships or post-grad 
jobs, your work experience is the be all end all.

Your resume better have something worth-
while attached to it. Your 3.8 GPA does not mean 
anything if you don’t have clips that show your 

worth. Almost as important, are your references. 
And those references better be related to the �eld. 
�at letter of recommendation from your Jazz his-
tory professor is not going to cut it. 

Tread Lightly On Grad School
�e pros of grad school outweigh the cons. 

You do not need a master’s degree to work in the 
industry. Do not let anyone tell you otherwise. 
Once again, this goes back to skill set and work 
experience. If you are well rounded and have the 
clips, you will be �ne.

If you would like to teach or acquire a more re�ned 
skill set, that’s a di�erent story, you need that degree. 

But going further into debt for a degree you 
do not need is not the way to go. If you don’t have 
practical reasons for getting a master’s degree, you 
are wasting your time.

Ideals You Will Have To Concede
Clicks, web tra�c and even shorter deadlines. 

�ose are things a journalist has to consider when 
they produce content today. �e industry today 
heavily challenges ethics and integrity.

Click-bait headlines, super�uous storylines, 
SEO, and web tra�c should not be an aspect of 
journalists’ work. But they are. 

Journalism is not entertainment, but sadly, 
that is where the industry is going. If you can rec-
oncile that depressing shi�, more power to you. 

Javier Cortez may NOT be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.
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BY ANDREA VALDEZ-RIVAS
The Prospector

�e average college student worries about dead-
lines, exams, projects and all that comes along with 
being a student. 

Many students at UTEP can maintain their 
standards in school on account of the privilege of liv-
ing with family, roommates or a stable place to live 
throughout their seemingly endless college days.

But there is a small population of college stu-
dents who, despite experiencing the same rigors 
of school as their peers, face an incessant worri-
ment: homelessness. 

Unlike the general homeless population, it’s not 
easy to distinguish homeless college students from 
their classmates. Some bounce around from friend-
to-friend to stay at their place for the night, while 
many are forced to live out of their cars. Some �nd 
refuge at shelters or motels. But when there’s no space 
in shelters or not enough money for both food and a 
motel room, homeless students have no choice but to 
hit the streets and survive on their own with whatever 
they have.

�is reality is gaining more attention due to the 
�ndings of a study called “Still Hungry and Homeless 
in College” by Wisconsin HOPE Lab founder Sarah 
Goldrick-Rab and four other co-authors. 

�e study was HOPE Lab’s third national survey. 
�e previous two surveys focused on community 
colleges, while the latest survey studied on 43,000 stu-
dents at 66 institutions in 20 states and the District of 
Columbia. �e study emphasized the prevalence of 
food and housing insecurity among college students. 
�e results of the survey showed that 36 percent of 
university students were food insecure 30 days prior 
to participating in the survey and for community col-
lege students, it was 42 percent.

Regarding homelessness, 12 percent of commu-
nity college students and nine percent of university 
students were a�ected in the year before. Six percent 

of community college students and four percent 
of university students had been kicked out of their 
homes, while four percent of community college stu-
dents along with three percent of university students 
spent nights in places not meant for housing, such as 
cars or abandoned buildings.

Rescue Mission of El Paso takes in 15,000 to 
25,000 people every year, but not all those people are 
from the Sun City. Of the people who are welcomed 
by the shelter, four percent of them are students.

Matt Luna, an Alabama native, was one of those 
students who comprised the four percent. He recalls 
the days in recent years when he didn’t have an as-
sured place to stay for the night and struggled to keep 
up in school.

“When I �rst started going to Rio Grande (El Paso 
Community College, or EPCC), I was either sleeping 
at a friend’s house or renting a motel,” said the 30-year-
old sta� member at Rescue Mission of El Paso and 
EPCC student. Luna lives and works at the shelter. 

A�er a series of momentous life decisions and 
instability, Luna’s circumstances eventually led to 
homelessness. Luna became chronically homeless 
at 27, causing him to drop out of school. He has 
worked to get back on his feet, getting himself o� 
of drugs and alcohol. 

“I was heavily involved with gangs and doing 
drugs and doing all that,” Luna said. “And then I be-
came an alcoholic and I was an alcoholic for like three 
years, and I was homeless living on the street.”

Luna resorted to drinking when the stress of his 
bills, especially for college, built up. He remembers 
losing hope of attending school because he did not 
have enough money to pay for tuition. But during 
the time that he was enrolled in school, Luna would 
take advantage of any opportunity he got and used it 
to study. It was di�cult for Luna whenever he had to 
decide between going to work, so he could feed him-
self or go to school. More than once, Luna preferred to 
sustain himself and had to make sacri�ces in order to 
survive. �ose sacri�ces included missing class. 

Eventually, homelessness was what caused Luna 
to drop out. Luna made the decision to stop drinking 
and got sober. To avoid picking up the habit again, he 
resorted to Rescue Mission of El Paso, which he now 
depends on for his source of income and a stable place 
to stay. With the support of the shelter, Luna was able 
to return to EPCC.

“Now that I’m kind of steady here (Rescue Mis-
sion of El Paso), I pass the class, it brings up my GPA a 
little bit,” Luna said. “And this is the last class I have to 
pay for before I get �nancial aid.”

El Paso Community College campuses do not of-
fer a special housing support for students in homeless 
circumstances, except the Valle Verde campus, where 
last year EPCC’s Student Government Association 
began running a food pantry to all students that are 
food insecure. However, the community college o�ers 
to counsel students on the brink of a personal crisis. 
As soon as Luna earns his associate degree in social 
work, he hopes to transfer to UTEP.

At the public university level, there are more 
sophisticated initiatives aimed to help homeless stu-
dents. UTEP’s Foster Homeless Adopted Resources 
(FHAR) program aims to connect foster, homeless 
and adopted students with resources to help them ad-
vance through their college career. 

According to UTEP Communications, anywhere 
from 80 to 120 students enter the program each se-
mester. �e program alleviates homeless students or 
students on the brink of homelessness with necessi-
ties, including hygiene and household supplies, a food 
pantry, bus passes, access to housing—as FHAR has 
a partnership with UTEP Housing and Residence 
Life—and centrally, access to education. 

Director of the FHAR program, Pat Caro, told 
UTEP Communications earlier this year that if any 
UTEP undergraduate or graduate student “who �nds 
themselves in a situation where they are homeless or 
adopted, or fostered and they need help, can come 
here (FHAR) and we can point them in the right di-
rection and we’ll assist them.”

Students qualify for the FHAR program if they 
share housing as a cause of economic hardship or 
loss of housing. 

For more information, call the FHAR hotline at 
915-747-5290.

Andrea Valdez-Rivas may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

Homelessness a prevalent issue among college students
BY ITZEL LARA 
The Prospector

My last semester is finally 
here. It seems like it was yes-
terday when I walked through 
the Union for the first time. I 
remember watching students 
dressed in their cap and gown 

taking graduation pictures at Centennial Plaza and now 
I am one of them. The feeling is bittersweet, I am excited 
about the journey that lies ahead, but at the same time, I 
feel sentimental leaving this campus where I have had so 
many amazing experiences. 

I remember my first semester at UTEP, I was 
amazed by its size, the huge spaces from building 
to building made the campus feel like a city. I felt so 
much pride being able to attend this university. When 
I was young, driving from I-10 to Sunland Park my dad 
would point at the campus and tell me “look, that’s the 
University of El Paso.” The thought of attending UTEP 
back then felt nearly impossible, but I dreamed still of 
attending UTEP and graduating. And now, years later 
I think about those moments with melancholy and 
gratitude.

I have always lived in Juárez, so my family and I 
were already very familiar to El Paso, but since I started 
studying at UTEP it felt di�erent, I got to see El Paso 
from a di�erent perspective. I met amazing people 
from di�erent parts of the world and brilliant profes-
sors from di�erent educational backgrounds that 
helped me achieve my goals. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the  
Student Media & Publications sta�. Especially Veron-
ica Gonzalez, for accepting me as another member of 
their amazing family, thank you for teaching me and 
helping me grow as a person. You provided me with 
tools that I would not have gotten otherwise. I admire 
you for your patience and dedication to this institution 
and for your ability to prepare incredible things for this 
community. Working for �e Prospector and Minero 
Magazine has been one of the most precious memories 
I will always carry with me for years to come. �ank 
you, everyone, for your perseverance and e�orts. 

Also, I would like to thank UTEP’s Study Abroad 
program and the Creative Writing Department for al-
lowing me, and a lot of other students, to achieve their 
dreams of traveling abroad and have wondrous experi-
ences overseas.

�ank you UTEP, for everything. 
Itzel Lara may NOT be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

Thank you UTEP
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Presidential search process continues ‘moving forward as scheduled’

BY BRIANNA CHAVEZ
The Prospector

�e search process for UTEP’s next president 
to succeed Dr. Diana Natalicio is “moving for-
ward as scheduled,” according to the University 
of Texas System.

In late August, the UT System announced 
a search advisory committee was put together 

to help the Board of Regents in selecting a new 
president, with the assistance of Russell Reynold 
Associates, a global search �rm.

Members of the committee include Board of Re-
gents Vice Chairman Paul Foster, El Paso Mayor Dee 
Margo and SGA President Cristian Botello.

“�e search is proceeding well, and the com-
mittee is reviewing potential candidates,” said Karen 
Adler, director of media relations for the UT System.

Adler could not comment on where exactly the 
committee is in the process, or how long it will take 
before a list of candidates will be submitted to the 
Board of Regents. �e search process is completely 
con�dential, per UT System rules and regulations.

In May, President Natalicio announced she 
would be retiring a�er 30 years as UTEP president.

President Natalicio told �e Prospector during 
her announcement, “I will be happy to serve as long 
as I need to in order to make a smooth transition.” In 
an interview with Borderzine, Natalicio said she would 
like to stay in place until her successor is named.

A�er Russell Reynold conducts their search, 
their list of candidates is turned over to the commit-
tee. Once the committee conducts two rounds of in-
terviews, they will then submit a list of three to four 
candidates to the Regents.

 �ey are expected to submit those �nalists by 
early 2019. However, it is unclear how long it will take 
the Board of Regents to select Natalicio’s successor.

Board of Regents Chairman, Sara Martinez 
Tucker, told the Prospector, “�e board and I are ea-
ger to appoint a president who will build upon Presi-
dent Natalicio’s immeasurable impact on UTEP and 
Texas, especially in the areas of student success and 
research contributions.”

It is also unclear if the Fall 2018 commence-
ment will be Natalicio’s last commencement as 
UTEP’s president.

 “I really don’t know that for sure because what I 
agreed to do was to continue to serve as president un-
til my successor is in place,” Natalicio told Borderzine. 
“And so that depends on the search process over which 
I have no control.”

�e committee met for the �rst time in early 
October, where they held a town hall meeting on the 
UTEP campus to receive the community’s input on 
what they would like to see in the next president.

At the town hall, many community members 
expressed their concern as to how the committee was 
selected stating there is a lack of inclusiveness in the 
presidential search.  

Natalicio told Borderzine that while it is somewhat 
di�cult to strike a balance in the process of selecting 
her successor, she believes the faculty members and 
one UTEP student, SGA President Cristian Botello, do 
o�er a degree of balance.

“Several of the faculty members on the commit-
tee are from El Paso and went to UTEP. �ey are all 
El Pasoans,” Natalicio said. “As long as members of the 
committee are actively participating, I think there’ll be 
a lively dialogue.”  

�e biggest question still remains unanswered. 
Who will become UTEP’s next president and take on 
the challenge of following in Dr. Natalicio’s footsteps?

“We’ll just have to wait and see how all that comes 
together,” Natalicio told Borderzine.

Brianna Chavez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

FILE PHOTO/ THE PROSPECTOR
In May President Natalicio announced she will be retiring after 30 years as UTEP president.
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A look back at the 2018 midterm election races 

 ANDREW TORRES, SERGIO MUÑOZ, GABY VELASQUEZ/THE PROSPECTOR
1. GOP Sen. Ted Cruz addresses his constituents at Franklin High School’s main gym. 2. Democratic challenger Beto O’Rourke and his wife Amy O’Rourke say their �nal goodbye after his watch party on Tuesday, Nov. 6 at Southwest 
University Park. 3. Veronica Escobar invites students to register to vote on the last day to register on Tuesday Oct. 9 at Leach Grove Park. 4. Congressman O’Rourke high �ves his supporters as he walks to take the stage at the 
Magof�n Auditorium for his �nal rally before election day on Monday, Nov. 5. 5. Congressman O’Rourke and his supporters lock arms and march to the Tornillo Port of Entry on Sunday, June 17. 6. Veronica Escobar celebrates her 
election to the House of Representatives with her supporters at Later, Later in Downtown El Paso on Tuesday, Nov. 6. 7. A Beto O’Rourke supporter cries and stands in silence at the end of O’Rourke’s watch party on Tuesday, Nov. 6 
at the Southwest University Park. 
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Class of2018
Summer 2018  
Doctoral  
 
College of Business 
Administration

Doctor of Philosophy  
Xiang Gao  
 
   
College of Education 
 
Doctor of Education
Ricardo Acevedo
Brenda Cristina Chacon-Robles 
James Charles Coviello  
Hector Hernandez Jr  
Victor M. Manjarrez Jr 
 
Doctor of Philosophy 
Diana Patricia Pineda Montoya 
   
College of Engineering 
 
Doctor of Philosophy  
Megha Sharma 
Evan Lee Wolf   
Jiarui Yi  

College of Health Sciences 

Doctor of Philosophy
Eduardo Aguila  
Aurora Aguirre Polanco  
Armando Stuart Gonzalez 
 
   
College of Liberal Arts 
 
Doctor of Philosophy
Mosi Ijumaa Dane’El  
Corin Sue Ramos  
 
College of Science 
 
Doctor of Philosophy
Jayalath Abeywardhana  
Federico Valdez  
   
 
Engineering Science/Interdisciplinary
Doctor of Philosophy  
Srishti Chugh
Jay Amrish Desai 
Israel Martinez Vital
Venkata Laxma Reddy Pullagurala
Jose Gilberto Siqueiros Estrada 
  
Master’s 
 
College of Business 
Administration

Master of Accountancy
Bethany Alexxis Belmonte
Rocio Caraveo 
Marco Antonio Duran
Cecilia Alejandra Estrada Lozoya
Jose Antonio Gallardo
Hector Alexandro Jurado
Paloma Lopez 
Raquel Marquez 
Edmond David Martinez Jr
Nicole Lynn Montano
Jorge Leonardo Ovies Escobar
Robert Pena 
Lilia Prestor 
Israel Soto 
  
Master of Business 
Administration
Mirna Nayeli Acevedo Ibarra
Sonia Delfina Aguilar

Juan Miguel Bolanos
Alex Jeremy Boushka
William Canelon 
Francisco Lorenzo Castillo
Janet Dayton DeGroat
Hector Espinoza Jr
Rafael Gabilondo 
Edward James Gunderson
Michael James Herrera
Ramon ValJean Johnson
Claudia Gonzalez Lopez
Scott Lynch 
Kc Marcus 
Luis Gerardo Martinez
Alondra Vargas McDuffie
Nallely Itzel Medina
Ana Luisa Mendoza
John Parga 
Berenice Parry 
Jessica Yvonne Perez
Leida Pastora Perez
Jorge Quintero 
Amy Eileen Ramirez
Carlos Rodriguez 
Mariel Soto 
Victoria Regina Urrea
Stephen Ian Voglewede
Javier Adrian Zubiate
  
Master of Science
Keighton Ryanne Allen
Jessica Rubyn Mares 
 
College of Education

Master of Education
Rosa Emma Armendariz
Rasmiyeh Asam 
Antonieta Banuelos
Monica Banuelos 
Sonny Bernal 
Rocio Myres Bishop
Blanca Azucena Blanco
Karesa Burdick 
Olga Victoria Calles-Cook
Jessica Chavarria 
Andreina Chavira 
Aida Clark 
Giselle Olivia Corral 
Mitchell Davis 
Sonia Douglas 
Janet Escudero Molina
Gabriel Paul Fernandez
Stephanie Savannah Flores
Joey Rafael Gamez
Alexandra Celeena Garcia
Daniel Gloria-Munoz
Rashan Eugene Isaac
Karen Marie Johnson
Abigail Loera 
Sabina Yvonne Loya
Jesus III Lujan 
Jacob Marquez 
Diamond Desiree Martinez
Mayra Guadalupe Moreno
Zaira Yareth Ramirez
Patricia Maria Rasura
Tiffany A. Reese-Dreibelbis
Miguel Angel Reveles
Ingrid Guadalupe Ruiz
Karissa Nicole Runkles
Ronald A. Saks 
Harat Rodrigo Saucedo
Diana Sotelo Nunez
Daniel Valenzuela 
Joann Vargas 
Laura Azeneth Vasquez
  
Master of Science
Sandra Rocio Alvarez Galvan
Lizeth Carolina Baeza Garcia
Yvonne Victoria Bates
Hannah Noel Battafarano
Marissa Danielle Hernandez
Kirstin Jacklyn Perez

College of Engineering

Master of Engineering in Civil  
& Environmental Engineering
Karina Salcedo Barron
Master of Science
Nasser Alhadri 
Jose Luis Arciniega Aguilar
Gerardo Arneros 
Luiza Helena Barros
Travis Allen Briscoe
Diana Alejandra Cabrera
Aaron Daniel Colmenero
Setare Ghahri Saremi
Md Mahmudulla Hassan
Md Naim Jahangir
Roberto Leyva Jr. 
Liliana Lozada Medellin
Flor Angelica Martinez
Mariana Martinez 
Ismael Miranda 
Tahneen Jahan Neelam
Luis Ernesto Ramirez
Edgar Daniel Rodriguez Velasquez
Basavarajaiah Shanmukhayya Totada
Raul Alejandro Vargas Acosta
  
Master of Science in 
Environmental Engineering
Adan Rangel 
  
College of Health Sciences

Master of Public Health
Samantha Michelle Meza-Rodriguez
Christopher Robert Olivas
Amit Ugamraj Raysoni
  
Master of Rehabilitation 
Counseling
Perla Fraire 
Veronica Leavitt 
Daniela Judith Lopez-Ramirez
Tarek Puente 
Diana Rivera Macias
Juan Angel Sierra Jr
Deyanira Velazquez
  
Master of Science
Johanna Yvette Puga-Martinez
   
College of Liberal Arts

Master of Arts in Teaching
Laurie Michel Garcia
  
Master in Public Administration
Rebeca Calvillo 
Todd Maki 
Aaron Rosas 
Andrea Schiechl
Master of Arts  
Anthony Gunther Henely 
Erikk Alexander Hood 
Maria Angelina Lightfoot 
Jacob Martinez  
Larry Samuel Morgan 
Eric Murillo  
Roberto Israel Ortega 
Giovanna Monique Perez 
Christopher Robinson 
Shauntenette Dalene Telepak
Milton Isaac Whitaker 
Jason Matthew Windham 
   
Master of Defense & 
Strategic Studies
Francisco Javier Barrera 
Tara Hutchison  
Avery Katherine Orsak 
Liseli Pennings  
Jonathan Reiter  
Jeffery Alexander White 
  
 

College of Science  
Master of Arts in Teaching
Gerardo Quintero 
 
Master of Science
Prince Osei Aboagye 
Marcela Aguilera Flores 
Aliasghar Alizadehmojarad 
Alejandro E. Benhumea 
Jose Pablo Cervantes 
Grace Margaret Crain 
Chaoyi Deng  
Dimuthu Dilshan Fernando 
Sophia Korkor Foli  
Kate Crawford Grisi 
Myra Guerrero  
Sorour Hosseini  
Md Didarul Islam  
Wimarsha Thathsarani Jayanetti
Afroz Karim 
Pamela Ivonne Lara
Xuyang Liu 
Andrea J. Montgomery
Hasan Rejoanur Rahman
Humberto Rojo 
Ryan Burtron Ronson
Mashriq Ahmed Saleh
Regina Umarova 
Yi Xie  
Zheng Zhang 
  
 
School of Nursing

Master of Science in Nursing
Claudia Rocio Acuna
Princess Kukua Ahedor
Deztine Anchondo 
Angel Avila 
Claudia Awamleh 
Charlene Dawn Baldwin
Bernice Becerra 
Christina Limon Bhumber
Ariel Lindsey Bordelon
Leeann Braid 
Nora Alicia Bricker 
Rebecca Cardona 
Amador Castillo 
Cesar Carlos Castro
David Cavazos 
Laura Cervantes 
Gabriela Lorena Chavez
Marah Tamika Cornelius
Patricia Eileen Crespo
Jo Ann Culberson 
Barbara Diaz 
Laura Drew 
Laura Gabriella Duran
Deborah Anne Elder
Janice Angelina Enriquez
Carla Diane Escobar
Rachel Gabriella Fraga
Fernando Frescas
Yasmel Garcia 
Veronica S. Gaytan
Evelynn Githiiyu 
Summer Gonzalez 
Erika Gonzalez Beltran
Julie Leigh Gould 
Karla Guevara 
Andrew Philip Hiriart
Melissa Ibarra 
Cynthia Myrhl Keel 
Alma Gabriela Kelly 
Marlo Katrina Kelly 
Pillyoung Kim 
Miguel Adrian Martinez
Pedro Steve Medina
Joanna Michelle Moe
Irma Emilia Monge 
Michelle Marie Nguyen
Luis Javier Nieves 
Dora Norman 
Kayoko Ogata 
Pamela Olachi Ogbonna

Ijeoma Ononenyi 
Chinonye Ogechi Onuchukwu-Azuonye
Vivian Palacios 
Lameka Nicole Patterson-bentjen
Gerardo Javier Quevedo
Jovan Maritza Ramirez
Nikki Marie Ramirez
Claudia Reveles 
Gloria Adriana Rodriguez
Marco Antonio Rodriguez
Rosie Marie Rusk 
William Russell 
Laura J. Sarmiento
Crystal Scott 
Alexa Catherine Timbrook
Michelle Torres 
Mabel Araceli Toscano
Jorge Adan Vazquez
Deanna Marie Vilardell
Lela Denise Wharton

Fall 2018  
Doctoral  
  
College of Education
 
Doctor of Education 
Kristopher David Johnson
Laura Margaret Nunez-Bolanos
Eva Ximena Quintana 
Michele Carolynn Williams
  
Doctor of Philosophy 
Melissa Nicole Ortega 
Jessica Diane Slade 
  
College of Engineering

Doctor of Philosophy 
Sandeep Manandhar 
Sheikh Motahar Naim 
Oluwaseye Michael Owoseni
Ubaldo Robles 
  
College of Health Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy 
Dyanne Giselle Herrera
  
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Ashley Alvidrez 
Teffanie Banat 
Ryan Alexander Canak 
Stephanie Carranza 
Hope Castaneda 
Lauren Cruz 
Ray Delgado 
Kimberly Escobar 
Ciara Fraher 
Michael Gallegos 
Andrea Goche 
Samantha Guerrero 
Pamela Isita 
Grace Sun Joo 
Reba Ross Joseph 
Shawna Lee 
Nicholas Lehker 
Kristopher Edward Leon
Ana Paula Goncalves Lionel
Madeline Grace Livergood
Daniel Miranda Millar 
Taylor Molnar 
Luis Nevarez 
Vanessa Deanna Parra 
Rodrigo Quevedo 
Mitchell Glenn Rausch 
Alejandra Rodriguez 
Alejandro Tafoya 
Nnedinma Chika Ubani
Sandra Lee Walker 
  
College of Liberal Arts
 
Doctor of Philosophy 
Melissa Samantha de Roos

Nazanin Mina Heydarian
Allyson Sue Hughes 
Gina Marie Lawrence 
Sidouane Patcha Lum 
  
College of Science
 
Doctor of Philosophy 
Maranda Lee Bean 
Zachariah Fleming 
Afshin Gholamy Salehabady
Anna Wairimu Mwangi
Anna Cristina Ortiz 
Jinliang Wang Sr. 
Yanyu Wu  
Felix Ziwu  
  
Engineering Science/
Interdisciplinary
Doctor of Philosophy 
Najwah Alssaeidi Ahmed Almesleh
Nestor Javier Bonilla Bird
Joshua Taylor Green 
Venkata Vignesh Natarajan
Alex Donald Price 
Swati Rawat 
   
Master’s 
  
College of Business 
Administration

Master of Accountancy
Adriana Agosto 
Maria G. Balandran
Alejandro Barron 
Samie Goitom Berhane
Itzel Deyanira Figueroa
Thomas B. Geller 
Patrice Marie Hills 
Maria Mercedes Juarez 
Kristina Marie Licon 
Christy Irene Marquez 
Juan Puebla 
Alejandro Rey 
Ricardo Sandoval 
  
Master of Business Administration
Yadira Arellano 
Pablo Alejandro Arreola-Galvan
Ramon Cano 
Dylan Omar Carrillo Alvarado
Isabel Espino 
Jessica Felix Martinez 
Efrain Gandarilla 
Danielle Coreena Garcia
Melissa Lucette Garcia 
Crystal Janae Martin 
Dania Martinez 
Enrique Martinez 
Mick Ray Martinez 
William Paul Masters 
Matthew Francis May 
Alexis Mesta 
Erika V. Morales Tarango
Michael Scott Norwood
Elias Alfonso Realyvazquez
Adrian Rodriguez 
Gabriela Rodriguez Espino
Jorge Rubio Jr 
Mariana Sandoval Osio
Christian Teran Lopez 
Roberto M. Valverde Wong
Brandon C. Williams 
Rene Wong 
Rolph Richard Zehntner
  
Master of Science 
Aaron Grijalva 
Kassandra Caroline Huhn
Michael Lynn Jaeger 
Arturo Marquez-Serrano Jr
Esmeralda Patricia Muniz
Omar Solis 
 

College of Education

Master of Education
Denisse Alejandra Almaraz-Valencia
Joanne Barba
Caitlyn Briana Barnes
Richard Shane Bartlett
Amanda Marie Borunda
Danielle Salamanca Bosse
Jose Gabriel Bruzon
Javier Calzadillas
Maria E. Camacho
Jacqueline Cano
Elizabeth Carreon
Ruben Castillo
Thalia Ashanti Castillo
Sonia Marie Cheney
Julie Diana Contreras
Misty Ann Cordero
Angel Delgado
Kenneth Albert Dore III
Diana Gabriela 
   Escalante Amparan
Cynthia Cristal Estrada
Zulema Estrada
Claudia Fernandez
Sandra Sue Frias
Bobbie Jo Gallegos
Mayra Liliana Garcia
Michelle Garcia
Nicole Marie Garcia
Maria Garcia-Pena
Rosalinda Gaucin
Iliana Yazmin Gonzalez
Maribel Gonzalez
Blanca Guzman
Edward Andrew Hernandez
Samuel Lee Holmes Jr
Carla Medina Jaquez
Marcela Jeddery
Raquel Jimenez
Jennifer Johnson
Martin Luke Kiser
Nicole Alice Lechuga
Michelle Lopez
Denisse Carolina Lozano Baca
Bernadette Christine Martinez
Pablo A. Martinez
Magdalene Rosine 
  Miranda-Ordonez
Anita Catherine Montano
Sonia Montes
Carolyn Marie Moody
Brissa Morales
Jessica Moreno
Maria Rebecca Nassi
Allison Marie Nawman
Sonia Olivares
Agatha Orona
Alejandra Marie Ortiz
Claudia Ortiz
Olga Yanahi Osio
Norma Yvette Pacheco
Angelica M. Perez
Veronica Quintana
Eileen Rico
Yadira A. Robles
Margaret Manning Rodriguez
Roberto Rodriguez Jr
Sindy Magaly Rodriguez
Cesar M. Ronquillo
Roxanna Rosas
Maria Del Carmen Rubio
Armando Roberto Rueda III
Jennifer Anne Salgado
Juan Angel Sermeno
Claudia De La Rosa Sustaita
Gabriela Talamantez
Lauren Tenneson
Ma Consuelo Tharp
Maria Fernanda Torres Valarezo
Jose Luis Vasquez Jr
Dante Zavala

Master of Science
Sarah Christine Bolanos



Erika Jaquez
Angelica Limon
Ayodelli Whyte
 
College of Engineering

Master of Engineering in
Civil & Environmental 
Engineering
Andrew Truman Ellerson
Diana Garcia
Jassivy Lizeth Hernandez
Luis Fernando Marines  

Master of Science
Deyaaldeen Majed Abusal
Hugo J. Acosta
Pablo Eduardo Adame
Daniela Ivette Aguilar
Anjuman Ara Akhter
Zakia Al Kadri
Joshua P. Allen
Jonathan Armendariz
Uriah Aurora Astorga
Rohan Baingolkar
Salena Rebecca Berge
Miriam Abigail Bustamante
Jose G. Caballero
Luis Carlos Calvo Jr
Obed Armando Cano
Alberto Chavez
Mauricio A. Chavez Jr
Adrian Chavira
Isaac Vincent Clemen
Bruce De La Paz
Carlos Oscar Di Stefano
Ikenna Victor Eke
Alejandra Escajeda
Melissa I. Escalante
Carlos Eduardo Flores Franco
Stephanie Pharo Garfield
Abel Osvaldo Gomez Rivera
Matthew Jacob Hilding
Edward Garwood Hudgins
Rene Jasso 
Alonso Leyva
Ruben Linan Jr
Julio Cesar Lopez Molinar
Diego Alberto Lozano Jimenez
Elizabeth Michelle Lujan
Adeel Ashraf Malik
Sachin Manjunath
Emmanuel Mayorga
Shawn Edward Mccoy
Haleh Mehdipour
Christopher Alexander Mendoza
Jesus Armando Mendoza Munoz
Quetzalcoatl Mendoza Rosas
Edward Garwood Hudgins
Rene Jasso 
Alonso Leyva
Ruben Linan Jr
Julio Cesar Lopez Molinar
Diego Alberto Lozano Jimenez

Elizabeth Michelle Lujan
Adeel Ashraf Malik
Sachin Manjunath
Emmanuel Mayorga
Shawn Edward Mccoy
Haleh Mehdipour
Christopher Alexander Mendoza
Jesus Armando Mendoza Munoz
Quetzalcoatl Mendoza Rosas
Seyed Mojtaba Mirfallahi
A-Shawni Estavan Mitchell
Muayad Mundher Mohammed
Zuhey Araceli Monge
Diana Berenice Montes Carrera
Maribel Olmos Morales
Martin A. Morales
Christian Aaron Murga
Damian Gabriel Najera
Jorge Luis Navarrete
Damian Alejandro Ortega
Anthony Manuel Ortiz Cepeda
Ivan Arturo Renteria Marquez
Claudia Reta
Roberto Rivas Jr
Christian Ismael Rodarte
Victor Alfredo Rodriguez
Ileana Idally Rubio
Mauro Joaquin Ruiz III
Gabriel Salazar
Susana Elisa Sandoval
Arturo Schiaffino Bustamante
Kevin Schnittker
Deeksha Seetharama-Bhat
John Ray Stuffle
Syed Zia Uddin
Jorge Luis Zuverza
 
Master of Science 
in Environmental Engineering
Andres Fernando Sanchez Sandoval
 
College of Health Sciences

Master of Occupational Therapy
Annah Clarisse Aquino Chavarria
Ramiro Cabrera
Karla Cardenas
Cody John Carpenter
Sierra Nicole Dixon
Mark Ethan Driggs
Andres Franco
Silvia Aydee Fuentes
Bart F. Maney
Alexa-Reign Marquez
Emma Fabricia Mejia
Laura Alejandra Mena-Hanson
Irma Eileen Miguel
Lorraine Evette Montoya
Sarah Elizabeth O’Brien
Sarah Marie Palomino
Tania Patlan
Bailey Anne Rainey
Nathaniel Simon Richards
Anna Burdette Richardson
Sephra Shoptz

Allison Elizabeth Stratton
Donna Marie Tarin
Manuel Vaquera
Valerie Dalina Vasquez
 
Master of Public Health
Zuleika Vianney Curiel
Zoraida Espinoza-Castro
Narges Khatoon Kalantarian
Renee Alexandria Orrantia
 
Master of Rehabilitation 
Counseling
Donald Todd Andrus
Valerie Cardenas Gutierrez
Leonor Ibarra
Paloma Marinelarena
Erica Moya
Alma Rosa Solis

Master of Science
Delia Lorena Gomez
 
College of Liberal Arts

Master of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Mirna Ajo 
Alexandro Ricardo Gonzalez-Licon
Frank Samuel Mata
 
Master of Arts in Teaching
Miriam Villalobos

Master in Public Administration
Adrian Joseph Bernal
Xicotencatl Chocolatl
Brianda Cristina Gonzalez Grandberry
Gabriela Montes Moctezuma
Claudia Martinez Moreno
Mary Katherine Noah- Cordero
Lorrine Quimiro
Liz Ines Suarez
Marco Anthony Talamantez
 
Master of Arts
William Abbott
Michelle Aguilar
Hana Mansour F Atiah
Nora Angelica Benavides
Oscar Eduardo Casas
Bryan Cruz 
Dana Schubach Dalton
Karen Aimee De Anda
Brian Gordon Diedrich
Sean David Dillard
Maralyn Doering
Rocio Favela
Kyle Jordan Fenner
Bryce Garrett Fugate
Omar Antonio Gandara Barron
Kathryn Claire Guerra
Jennifer Lynn Handrop
Emily Joy Heiner

Tarik Tumani Jones
Vanessa C. Keyser
Claudia Iliana Lopez
Evan Adolfo Lopez
Michel G. Loustaunau Garcia
Salvador Magana
Justin Loren Magee
Juan J. Mendoza
Matthew Desiderio Minnich
Stephany Georgina Nevarez
William Park
Michelle Sabrina Peters
Natalia Paola Portillo
Jose L. Ramos Ruiz
Todd Lawrence Reiser
Victor Manuel Reta Jr
Angelica Rey Acevedo
April Marie Reza
Frank Thomas Roser
Robert Glen Russell Sr
Mary Elizabeth Shaner
Gerardo Torres
Clay C. Usie
Heather Rae Valenzuela
Keaton Reed Van Dusen Mr
Francisco Villa
Bryan Wayne Williams
Layla Ahmed I Yamah
 
Master of Defense & 
Strategic Studies
Victor Frausto
Lillian Victoria Guadalupe
Tiffani Herzner
Sabrina Nicole Martinez
Leslie Andrea Reynoso
Thomas Darrin Smith
Michael Welgan
 
Master of Fine Arts
Jorge Carlos Manzanilla Perez
LeeAnn Olivier
 
Master of Science
Scott Austin Benton
Michael Anthony Briseno 
College of Science
Master of Arts in Teaching
Isabel Marie Casillas
Melissa Martinez
Blanca Isabel Rey
 
Master of Science
Fredrick Ayivor
Clement Boakye
Joel Gerardo Castro II
Mirza Mohammad Maqbule Elahi
Esenam Adzo Fumador
Enrique David Garcia
Emily Jo Graves
Abdullah Imran
Muhammed Tarik Iraz
Alan Jacquez
Md Masud 
Mark Andrew Ornelas
Piper Lee Poe
Md Fashiar Rahman
Guillermo Vargas
Honglun Xu
School of Nursing

Master of Science in Nursing
Pamela Abascal
Jennifer Agbanlog
Priscilla Aguilar-Hernandez
Lisset Cristina Alcazar
Nargis Raza Ali
Kimberly Alvarez
Oscar Manuel Alvarez
Adolfo Arteaga
Misbah Aziz

Maria Esther Barbosa
Evelyn Amanda Barrios
Cherilynn Lea Benally
Isaac Adrian Bencomo Bermudez
Martin Burciaga
Natalie Leigh Byrd
Carlos David Calvillo
Natalee Reyes Camarena
Kari D. Coats
Pamela K. Collins
Triciah Elise Poux Cowden
Megan Keri Creavey
Jason Derek Cullop
Patricia Macias Dand
Charlie Dominguez
Katherine Joy Dorman
Celina Maria Doyle
Molly Christine Euler
Sharon Joy Flaherty
Alejandra Ivonne Garcia
Erik Antonio Garcia
Erik Garcia 
Cruz Garza III
Maya Glover
Sarita Gonzalez
Chiquita Floyd Hall
Megan Elizabeth Hellsten
Francisco Hernandez
Lisa Amber Hernandez
Monica Inostroza
Amanda Lea Johnson
Andrea Khan
Oriana Cristina Knight
Norma Alyssa Lagunas
Jacqueline Nicole Lasher
Priscilla Lemus
Thornell DaShon Lewis
Emiliana Gonzalez Leyva
Jenell D. Lower
Amber Nicole Luevano
Lilliana Naomi Macias
Lakisha Evette Marks
Jose Alberto Medrano
Veronica Mesquitic
Michaela Anne Miramon
Adrienne Fayette Nash
Norma Nevarez
Joyce Ruth Nguyen
Chelsea Ann Oheim
Ifeoma Okonkwo
Patricia Payan-Brondo
Maria Alisha Perez
Rosa Maria Porras
Edna Ramirez
Ruben Ramos
Melissa Nicole Rangel
Jennifer Ann Renteria
Yamille Priscila Roper
Holly Beth Sapien
Nicholas Damon Schultz
Myriam Yvonne Serna
Madison Elizabeth Shelton
David Silva
Verna Simmons Robinson
Brittney Nichole Sims
Sara Nicole Smith
Rediet Yeshanew Taddesse
Tamika Michelle Tellez
Michelle Valadez
Gilbert Isaiah Velez
Katherine Leang Villarreal
Shu Wang 
Taylor Renae Weiershausen
Jordan Wiggins
Emily Witt

Undergraduate Summer 2018

College of Engineering

Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering
Naim Buhaya
Erick Alfonso Luna Nunez
Andrew Ortiz
Evelyne Perales
Jennifer Gabriela Peralta Carbajal
Uriel Enrique Rocha
Jesus E. Rodriguez

Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
Mohammed Ahmad Al Mohammed
Cesar Alejandro Chirino
Jesus Corona
Jesus Fernando Elias
Luis Daniel Hernandez
Andrew Herrera
Carlos Manuel Lopez-Cueto
Robert Adrian Rivera
Patrick Rossy
Gilberto Silva Jr

Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering Leadership
Crystal Fernandez-Pena

BS in Computer Science
Ramon Andres Bustamante
Isaac Huriel Hoffmann
Kevin Jimenez Garcia
Hugo Ocon
Ismael Ortiz
Javier Alonso Rosas Jr

BS in Mechanical Engineering
Mohammad E M M Kh Alenezi
Osama Meshal Alenezi
Sltan Alfheed
Rumayyh Th Alhajeri
Salem R. Alhajeri
Yousif Abdullah Alotaibi
Khaled Alzafiri
Jacob Andrew Arenivar
Ivan Andree Arzate
Stephanie D. Arzate
Luis Carlos Calderon
Edgar Adrian Calleja Munoz
Jorge Delgado
Ian Escudero
Yazmin Berenice Gomez Martinez
Abdulrahman A S S Houran
Luis Manuel Ito
Jason W. Jabalie
Maria Fernanda Lara
Alfredo Liggins IV
Miguel Lopez Gutierrez
Tony Millan
Christopher Jasiel Minjares
Antonio Morales
Natalie Michelle Supnet
Armando Antonio Zavala III

Bach of Science in 
Industrial Engineering
Jorge Octavio Diaz
Luis Ricardo Garcia Ramos
BS in Metallurgical & 
Materials Engineering
Diego Francisco Bermudez Ayala
Julio Cesar Espinoza
Kathryn Kelly Jimerson

College of Liberal Arts

Bachelor of Arts
Celeste Ilene Acevedo
Elva Margarita Alba
Danielle Janine Almodovar

Jesse Emmanuel Alvarez
Elizabeth Amaro
Elise Raquel Andrade
Miguel Angel Arenivar
Mario Arnal Reveles
Danielle Marie Arnold
Javier Hugo Arzate Jr.
Alyssa Symone Atkins
Karime Odette Aziz
Daniela Paulina Barranon
Evelyn G. Bernal
Anthony Camarena
Daisy Marie Canales
Lakesha Mae Cannon
Alan Augusto Cardenas
Jaime Chavez
Jose Luis Chavez
Edwin-Ali Cordero
Anabel De La Rosa
Jasmine Marie Delgado
Andrew W. Esparza
Jacqueline Espino
Ricardo Estrada
Beatriz Melissa Fernandez
Cynthia Paola Fierro
Aaron Flores
Cesar A. Flores
Terese Ann Fong
Edmundo Franco III
Frances Darlene Garcia
Jacob Julian Garcia
Jesus Guillermo Garcia
Matthew Richard Garcia
Stephanie Garcia
Evelyn Josephine Godinez
Ericka R. Gomez
Claudia A. Gonzalez
Jose E. Gonzalez
Joshua Gonzalez
Leslie Abril Gonzalez
Jason Evans Green
Gladys Liliana Hermosillo 
Hernandez
Brenda Danielle Hernandez
Brenda Hernandez
Dacia Carolina Hernandez
Daniela Hernandez
Ricardo A. Hernandez
Vanessa Hernandez
Matthew Paul Householder
Sarah Huizar
Victor Hurtado
Jasmine Alexis Jenkins
Che Juarez
Michael Thomas Kelley
Beverly Alejandra Lancaster
Karla G. Lara
Tania Ledo
Michelle A. Licon
Melissa Lizaola
Manuel Loya
Octavio Macias
Nestor Mancia
Sarah Elizabeth Marin
Bianey A. Marquez
Prescila Marrero
Diana Carolina Martinez
Joel Martinez
Melissa M. Martinez
Paloma Vianey Martinez
Diana Dominique Mateo Campa
Isis Cleira Mazure
Adriana Mejia
Maria E. Mendoza
Rocio Meza
Anabela Mingura Blanco
Yeraldin Molina
Ana Georgina Montoya Tostado
Sylvia Abigail Munoz
Julieta Irene Murga
Cristhian Aaron Napoles

Congratulations, 
wishing you success 

in your future endeavors.

Accounting and Information 
Systems Department

Center for Accommodations 
and Support Services

Best wishes to UTEP’s 
2018 graduating class. 

The future 
belongs 
to you!

Congratulations and 
good luck to 

all of our graduates! 

-College of 
Business Administration

Congratulations 
Graduates 
from the 

College of Science!

Class of 2018



Jose Noel Nevarez Jr.
Merida Alejandra Nunez 
Rodriguez
Yvette Ortega
Jennifer Jean Ortiz
Tabitha Herlinda Owens
Paola Idannia Pacheco
Julio Parra
Alexis Wednesday Primero
Miguel Angel Rangel
William Rhan Renger
Maria L. Retana
Simone Andreas Rojas
Jacqueline Rosales
Kaitlin Andrea Ryder
Edgar Salas
Jesus Jose Santibanez
Milagros Shiroma
Ruby M. Sierra
Crystal E. Solis
Jaqueline Bridget Sotomayor
Andreas Philipp Strobach
Rene Alejandro Tiscareno
Javier Tosky Jr.
Camila Trespalacios
Liliana Concepcion Triplett
Denise Fernanda Uribe
Christian Matthew Vasquez
Kelsie Erin Alexa Vasquez
Pat Vasquez
Tiffany N. Vasquez
Carlos Enrique Vazquez
Isaac Villa
Bianca N. Villegas
Salma Sarai Villela
Jose Carlos Zubiate

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Stephanie Alyssa Carrillo
Stefania Dominguez
Ulices I. Gonzalez
Rachel Colleen Robins

Bachelor of 
Multidisciplinary Studies
Russell Alexander
Mark Jason Alger
James Anthony Boyd Jr.
Steven Tyler Brown
Makeda Aisha Buggs
Isabel Angelica Cano
Miriam Olivia Carmona
Carlos Chavez
Elizabeth Gale Clemmons
Aaron Reuben Del Toro
Christina M. Favela
Krisha L. Foss
Sandra Maria Gaines
Kelvin Ross Gallegos
Zachary John Galuska
Meredith Melissa Marie Garcia
Sylvia Garcia
Jesus Antonio Garcia Salas
Marcelo Guereque III
Gabrielle Filia Huerta
Aaron L. Jones
Marvin Lee Kilgore
Thomas Kuehnen
Abril Ivette Leal
Jacinda Irene Ledesma
Dante Ray Lovilotte
Jose Alfredo Marmolejo
Susana Jessica Martinez
Valerie A. McDonald
Yamel Mendoza
Cynthia Prado Molina
Lawrence Montegut Jr
Lori Tillman Moran
Julianna Nicole Moreno
Madison Rose Nolan
Jordan Allyssabeth Orozco
Lorena A. Ortiz

Omega Ortiz
Armando Perez Jr
David Perez III
Leanna Christine Peru
Danielle Renee Ramirez
Sury D. Rodriguez
Britt A. Shelton
Vianney A. Sosa
Jessica Taylor
Luke A. Teichert
Carlos Antonio Thomas
Vianey Stefania Torres
Kimberly Nicole Urquidi
Eric Valdes
Jill Renee Voytko
Joshua Kyle Weeks
Cristina D. Yanez

Bachelor of Music
Luis Ibarra
Abraham Quezada

Bachelor of Science
Brianna A. Alvarez
Lance Edward Davidson
Ileana Areli Delval
Erika Rose Fontilea
Marlen Hernandez
Gracie Blanca Jacqueline Nunez
Iliana Rivera

College of Science

Bachelor of Arts
Crystal Duran

Bachelor of Science
Hndrien Abdulrahman
Elizabeth Beatriz Acosta Arambula
Valerie Selena Acuna
Stibaly Araly Aguirre
Carlos Amaya
Hector Apodaca Jr
Monique Arana
Victor Aviles
Jesus A. Beltran
Raven Nicole Bennett
Adolfo Bernal Jr
Ariel N. Carrion
Abel Lorentz Cordero Jr
Esmeralda Ashley Curiel
Rebecca Emily De Jesus
Serena De Santiago
Shanay Monique Dean
Luis Adrian Del Val
Lourdes Adriana Elias
Frankie Renee Enriquez
Brianna M. Erby
Irania Figueroa
Abigail M. Gallegos
Daniel S. Gonzalez
Mirsa Gonzalez Favela
Daniel Guevara
Joshua Hernandez
Zakk D. Holguin
Lilian Jeptoo Koech
Myra Delfina Lujan
Stephen Matthew Luna
Julian E. Manciaz
Lorena Sarai Mejorado
Yasmin Nevarez
Zachary Lawrence Nichols
Diana Isuiss Olivas
Alejandra Ortega
Julio Enrique Perdomo Marin
Jazmin Puebla
Julio Hugo Rodriguez
Ricardo Rodriguez Jr.
Noah J. Ruelas
Gillian Vernessa Sammy
Diana Fernanda Sandoval
Phillip Sean Sauers

Jessica Rose Slagle
Monica Denisse Teran
Armando Trejo
Jessica Velazquez
Mayra E. Verde Gonzalez
Fernando Daniel Zambrana

College of Education

Bachelor of 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Pahola Nayatzely Aguilera 
Rodriguez
Gabriela Brito
Brenda Renee Collazo
Sthefania Gallegos-Perez
Monica Garcia
Tiare Griselle Maese
Angel Rae Navarrete
Beatriz Ojeda
Araci Rocio Reyes Flores
Venus Rodriguez
Julieta Trejo
Olga Zubia

College of 
Business Administration

Bachelor of 
Business Administration
Joe Sebastian Adame
Gloria Angelica Altier
Michelle A. Alvarado
Aaron Augustine Anaya
Veronica Lucero Anaya
Andres Andujo Villa
Rodolfo Arias
Cynthia Larissa Armendariz 
Zaragoza
Nina Marie Atkins
Mike Avila Jr
Cristina Azcarate
Arturo Anwar Aziz
Karen A. Azpeitia
Marielena Banuelos
Briann S. Beltran
Gustavo Cesar Blanco Zavala
Mercedes C. Briddell
Parry Robert Brooks
Orlando Bustillos
Deyanira Cardenas
Luis Arturo Casas
Gonzalo Alonzo Castaneda
Denise I. Ceballos
Faride Scarlett Centeno-Fournier
Rafael Cerna Jr.
Ivan Chavez
Jacob Michael Chavez
Marlene Chavez
Manuel Enrique Chavez Ortega
Victor Adrian Cisneros
Karla M. Coates
Jose Daniel Colon
Viviana Cordero
Blanca Carolina Correa
Allen J. Davie
Rafael Davila
Jose A. De Avila
Christian Alexander Duran
Eduardo Escandon Jr
Bridget Janice Escobedo
Karen N. Flores
Kimberly Flores
Luis Fernando Flores
Christopher Lee Gallardo
Jacob M. Garcia
Luis Alberto Garcia
Thanya A. Garcia
Corey Lee Gentry
Briseida Haydee Gonzalez
Itzel Grajeda
Evelyn Magali Granillo

Claudia L. Guerrero
Leopoldo Ruben Guzman
Yerika Susana Guzman
Samantha Mercedes Hall
Andre Ryan Hernandez
Genevieve Ashley Hernandez
Juan Hernandez Robles
Mirtha Isabel Hinojos
Diego Iglesias
Alejandra G. Jasso
Victoria Jimenez
Lindsey Sushila Johnson
Pamela Kuchle
Diana Paola Larios
Gembo Lhamo
Geraldine Lopez
Paola Alejandra Lopez
Sara Maria Lopez
Prescott Lewis Mann
Brent M. Marrero
Roberto Martinez
Jaime Martinez Howard
Fernando Medina III
Jazmin Melendez
Antonio Mendoza Jr
Alan Enrique Miramontes
Manal Mohammed Moazam Ali
Marisol Mota
Ruben Munoz III
Edgar Ivan Munoz Luna
Erick E. Navarro
Adriana Ortiz
Argelia Veronica Palacio
Ana Karen Palma
Luis Roberto Parolari Carranza
Dante Alejandro Perez
Jovana Alexis Perez
Pedro Emmanuel Recio
Lauren Reyes
Nicolas Reyes
Johnny Rios
Karla V. Rios
Paola Rodriguez
Robert Rodriguez Jr
Luis Esteban Ronquillo Caro
Sean Rosen
Diane Patricia Salas
Aranxa Sanchez
Thania Sanchez
Rachel N. Santos
Socorro Saucedo
Jorge Serrano
Sergio Serrano
Maria Luisa Sierra
Karen Alessa Solano Hernandez
Jeannieliza Solis
Amanda Tabarez
Hector Terrazas Santiesteban
Ashley Kirsten Tierney
Magaly Vedoy Santoyo
Alberto S. Villar
Tsz H. Wong
Sergio Alejandro Zamora
Vanessa Jude Zamora
Miguel Angel Zendejas

College of Health Sciences

Bachelor of Science
Patricia C. Arellano
Lidia Morales Balderrama
Yanique Bennett
Jazmin Alexis Bradley
Adrian Antonio Camarena
Kaitlin M. Carnahan
Sammy Rey Chavira
Sarah Hope Colorado
Natalie Davies
Karen A. Del Rio Guzman
Sarah V. Estrada
Christopher Alexander Figueroa

Marcus Gallegos
Martha A. Garcia
Matthew Paul Gonzalez
Mary Catherine Heidgerken
Jesus Manuel Hernandez Jr
Megan Chariss Hicks
Dalila Olivia Huerta
Brian Ibarra
Itzel Jurado
Amanda Elizabeth King
Jasmin K. Lopez
Belinda Macias
Grace Renae Maldonado
Janis Ann Maldonado
Betsabe Martinez
Roman Martinez Jr.
Priscilla A. Muniz
Samantha Marie Munoz
Edwin Ohnmacht
Aliza Parra
Elijah V. Perales
Diana J. Porras
Ricardo Quimbar Jr.
Jazmine Ramirez
Brenda Rangel
David Robledo
Cristian Alejandro Rodriguez
Miguel A. Rodriguez Jr.
Amanda Rodulfo
Jaime Rojas III
Lucero Lizeth Rojas Gallegos
Jasmin Samaniego
Michael James Sanchez
Amanda Jeanette Sierra
Winefred Simon
Juliandra Telles
Ariana Luise Valdez
Joe Vera
Aracely Villalobos
Bricen Keith Walker

Bachelor of Social Work
Dayanira Arzate Rodriguez
Vanessa Marie Salazar

School of Nursing

BS in  Nursing
Ana Elisa Abbud
Alejandra Acosta Alvarez
Yvette Alarcon
Jeremy Peter Alexander
Ben Juda Alvarado
Irma S. Ansalmo
Laura Elena Aranda
Yvonne Arias
Christi Nicole Ball
Stephanie Marie Bates
Andrea Beard
Krissi Rae Bennett
Monica Bermudez
Corina Bollain Y Goytia
Yvett Carrasco
Patricia Odette Carrete
Elizabeth Jazmin Carrillo
Samantha Aida Cartagena
Patrishia M. Catbagan
Ingrid N. Chapa
Joo Woon Choi
Yureny Cuevas
Jeandell Chester Sarmiento Dayrit
Cynthia R. De La Paz
Andrea Annette DeMay
William Theodore Diaz
Aeschel L. Duran
Sergio Enriquez Jr
Kimberly Escobedo
James Esparza
Aiiesa Gabriela Estrada
Alejandro Estrada
Tabare L. Faison
Jordan Lianne Fallin

Kayla Marie Farr
Valerie A. Fierro
Karina Figueroa
Luz Maria Flores
Stephanie Flores
Erika Flowers
Desiree Ann Fuentes
Jorge Guilson Garcia
Jose Stalin Garcia
Krystal Garcia
Roberto Garza Jr
Andrea E. Gonzalez
Aria C. Gonzalez
Elena L. Greenberg
Fernanda Guerra
Estibaliz Guillen
Chelsea Myree Harp
Karla Nicole Hernandez
Rito Adan Hernandez Jr
Veronica Hernandez
Mayra Herrera
Suzanna Marie Hewtty
Lydia Mariza Hinojos
Jennifer Illiana Hostetler
Norma Melissa House
Laura Clarrissa Lechuga
Aileen Hania Legarda
Andrew Leyva
Alejandro Limas
Christina Limon
Jennifer Linford
Christian Arturo Loya
Ramon Andres Lujan
Ricardo Magallanes
Jerome Marshall
Leann Celeste Martinez
Susana Martinez
Yolanda Martinez
Claudia Angelica Mata Soto
Keron A. Mcnichol
Elvira Basanes Medina
Susana Elizabeth Melchor
Victoria Renee Mendoza
Vanessa Aurora Menendez
Diana Carolina Mergil
Hortensia Mesta-Smith
Brianna Alexis Miranda
Flor Maria Miranda
Yozeline Alexa Miranda
Koby And’e Mitchell
Jenessa Irene Moguel
Arleen Montenegro
Lucila G. Morin
Carol Ann Morris
Jackie Judith Natividad
Jaclyn S. Nava
Elizabeth Navarro
Natalie Brooke Neufeld
Victoria A. Nevarez
Claudia Denise Ochoa
Darleen Shirley Olsen
Lilibeth Pena
Alexander R. Perez
Norma Cristina Perez Rodriguez Garcia
Myra Alejandra Pina
Bryana Marette Porras
Alma Azucena Portillo
Roby Ray Quintela
Courtney T. Rainwater
Laura E. Rede
Monica Renteria
Kathryn Elizabeth Richter
Krystal Rodriguez
Jennifer Rojas
Samuel Rosado III
Geovany Ruiz Colon
Adrianna Sandoval Rigales
Monte James Scott
Jessica Sigala
Luis A. Silva
Hope Denise Smith
Sheronda Michelle Smith
Gilda Martinese Sosa

Wesley Graig Stonell
Josylin Stringham
Brenda Sarahi Tejada
Sunni Cherisse Thompson
Alejandra Monique Trevizo
Isaac A. Trujillo
Leslie E. Uruchurtu
Denise Garcia Vaughn
Amanda Brooke Wendenburg
Brittany Allison Wheeless

Undergraduate Fall 2018

College of Engineering

Bachelor of Science
Joshua Samuel Guereque

Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering
Gianna Aguirre
Eduardo Anchondo
Carlos Anguiano Chavez
Jesus M. Araujo
Ariana Castanon Leos
Daniel Castillo
Darion O. Cazares
Juan G. Cazares
Alejandro Delgado
Avianna Elaine Gallegos
Moises Garcia I
Jesus Omar Gaspar Espinoza
Elizabeth Herrera Ortega
Leslie J. Ibaven
Jacqueline Corina Lucero
Humberto Marquez
Sergio Ivan Marquez
Valeria Molina Torres
Getsemani Molinar
Rogie Montelongo Perez
Erick Munoz Luna
Frank David Ortiz
Rene Michael Ramirez
Angel Alberto Rodarte
Armando Rodriguez
Ivan A. Rodriguez
Karen P. Saenz Munoz
Ignacio Saucedo Hernandez
David Sotomayor
Juan Jose Uribe
Kayla Anne Valdez
Erik Eduardo Vargas Rodriguez
Vivian E. Venegas

Bachelor of Science in 
Construction Engineering 
& Management
Vincente Anthony Canzanese
Jose Miramontes III

Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
David Acosta
Esteban Acosta
Ahmed E. Ahmed
Abdulaziz Ahmed Al Jefairi
Carlos Alcantara
Abdulaziz M. Alotaibi
Valeria Altamirano
Alfonso Arreguin Jr.
Omar Gabriel Barcenas
Calvin J. Bell
Kirsten Nicole Byers
Miguel Adrian Cardoza Hernandez
Jose Antonio Castillo
David Chavez
Alan Delgado
Daniel Gabriel Fraire
Frank Francees
Roberto Garcia Jr.
Tommy Garcia

Congratulations to 
all the graduates 

and much success 
in their future.

 Office of the Dean of Students

- Department of English

The Department of Geological Sciences 
would like to congratulate each 

of the graduates of Fall 2018.
 We wish you the best of luck 
in all of your future endeavors.

 

You ROCK! 

- Geological Sciences

Congratulations 
to our Civil Engineering and 

Construction Engineering 
& Management Class 

of 2018!!
 

We wish you luck 
on your future endeavors! 

Civil Engineering 
Department
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Zackary Adam Guzzardo
Cesar Gerardo Herrera Jr
Maribel Herrera
Alexis Holguin
Alejandro Ibarra Polanco
Brian Osvaldo Lopez
Noah Joel Lopez
Carlos Eduardo Maldonado
Esteban Jr. Montanez
Yves Alejandro Ramirez
Carlos Jaime Ramirez Casas
Kassan dra E. Rodriguez
Luis Alfredo Rojas Aguilar
Irvin Eduardo Salais
Nahum Solis
Luis Alfredo Trujano
Cesar Eduardo Valenzuela
Ivan Alberto Valenzuela
Alberto Varela
Valerie Christina Vidal
Luis Abel Villagomez

Bachelor of Science 
in Engineering Leadership
Vanessa Monique Lopez
Hugo Alfred Rico

BS in Computer Science
Gabriel Aleman
Dalia Salwah Atiyeh
Jonathan Eduardo Avila
Cristian Ayub
Michael Vincent Baca
Elizardo Baeza
Alejandro Balderrama
Steven Ronald Brooks
Jose Andres Cabrera Maynez
Marco Antonio Cardiel
Stefany Carrillo Ochoa
Joaquin Castro
Sergio Chavez
Marina Samantha Chong
Alejandro Davila Murra
Jose Roberto De La Rosa
Aaron De Santiago
Jessica Lorena Dozal Cruz
Gabriel Maximiliano Felix Puentes
William Fidler Jr
Sergio Gamboa Jr
Ana Jacqueline Garcia Ramirez
Adrian Alberto Gonzalez
Orlando Gordillo
Phillip Charles Hassoun
Manuel Armando Hernandez
Raul Jesus Hinostroza Garcia
Diana Marissa Juarez
Jesus Alejandro Juarez
Alejandra Licon Castaneda
Heyi Liu
Andres Llausas
Rafael Eduardo Lopez
Eric Nicholas Lugo
Fernando Martinez
Juan Jose Martinez Acosta
Fernando Martinez Giron
Stephanie Medina
Alexandra Marie Melendez
Luis Antonio Mireles
Gerardo Daniel Muela Hernandez
Lenin Arturo Navar
Danner Jese Pacheco Ontiveros
Jesus Jose Padilla Mendez
Sebastian Perez
Sergio Ponce De Leon
Guillermo Ramirez
Veronica Rivas
Luis Felipe Sanchez Jr
Abraham Gerardo Saucedo
Elisa Carolina Sosa Salgado
Christopher D. Soto
Jerry G. Sweeney Jr
David Alberto Teutli Palacio

Christopher Michael Tighe
Orlando Tovar
Cynthia Alejandra Valencia
Jose Manuel Yanez

Bachelor of Science in Industrial 
& Systems Engineering

Joel Eduardo Aguirre Armendariz
Abdullah Emad Alabdulkarim
Hassan Alajmi
Naser A N O N Alajmi
Bader A M A M Alharbi
Nayef MMSA Almutairi
Fahad DH H H Alotaibi
Fares Alotaibi
Hamad T. Alotaibi
Valeria Haydee Bernal
Eduardo A. Campos Delgado
Diego Ivan Cantu
Miguel Angel Castro
David Corella
Alan Daniel Diaz
Jesus Ignacio Gutierrez
Andres Geronimo Hernandez Garcia
Jorge Lopez
Sergio Alejandro Luna Jr
Alfonso Magdaleno
Jesus Gustavo Marquez Garcia
Luis Daniel Osegueda
Alejandro Palacios
Carlos Adolfo Palma
Jose Antonio Quintero Garcia
Grisel Rosales
Ariadne Sanchez Valdes
Aime Valeria Valdez Lopez

BS in Mechanical Engineering
Emilio Adame
Daniel Aguirre
Jeziel Aguirre Cordova
Eid Alajmi
Faisal Alajmi
Soltan Alajmi
Mashal Aldhafairi
Nasser Jaser H Aldhafeeri
Abdalla M. Alenezi
Khaled Alenezi
Abdullah Nahar Alhajry
Ibrahim H SH B Alkhaldi
Alhumaidi M. Alotaibi
Othman M S M S Alqabandi
Mohammed Mahdi H Alsawad
Fahad Sjaj Alshatti
Jose A. Alvarado
Abdalmohsen R. Alweteeb
Diego Antillon Carrillo
Hector Armendariz
Elizabeth I. Artalejo
Brian S. Ascencio
Cam Bardales
Adrian Jerry Belmontes
Giovanni Edgar Botello
Adam Henry Boyea
Luz Del Alba Britt
Arturo Carlos Calleros
Jasen Cardenas
Thomas R. Carrillo
Daniela Chacon
Lisa Marie Coovert
Octavio Cordova Jr
Gabriel Anton Corella
Jessica D. Coria
Mathew R. Corralejo
Adrian Cosio
Carolyn Annette Delgado
Kevin Samuel Estala Rodriguez
Jorge Alberto Estrada
Katherine Heidi Fehr
Omar A. Flores
Cynthia Garcia
Juan Diego Garcia

Uzziel Garcia
Vanessa Ivonne Garcia
Vicente E. Garci
Alexis Gonzalez
Jorge Gonzalez-Sanchez
Jose P. Guerrero
Ricardo Gutierrez Jr
Sean Luke Haslett
Amanda Catherine Haynes
Alvaro Hernandez Jr.
John Anthony Hernandez
Gerardo Hernandez Fierro
Pedro Hernandez Zaldivar
Hilda Denisse Juarez Aldrete
Tyler Neill Loggins
Lesli I. Lopez
Bryan Alexandro Lozano
Brenda Patricia Lucero
Robert Miguel Mach
Dillon D. Mann
Nikki Lee Martinez
Gustavo Adolfo Martinez Villarreal
Rasmus Martti Alfred Maukonen
Luis N. Medina
Gabriel Mena
Peter Andrew Messent
Juan Carlos Meza Valenzuela
Ahmad A H A Mohammad
Mario Alberto Morales
Derick Moreno
Jimmy Nguyen
Carlos Tomas Noriega
Manuel Ortiz Jr
Hector Fernando Pariente
Frank A. Perez
Joseph Prochovnik
Jaime J. Reyes
Jadon Michael Rios
Alan Eduardo Rivas
Alex Adan Rivas
Juan Ruiz
Isaac Alan Saavedra
Jose Sanchez
James Cherrington Susen
Andrew J. Tomasello
Sebastian Manuel Torres
Andrea Paola Tovar Felix
Trent W. Tynan
Brian Orlando Valdez
Abraham Eric Vasquez
Ricardo Vega Jr.
Rayfield Velazquez Garcia Jr
Michelle Villa
Andrea Lucia Villela Nava
Bethany Rose Wilburn
Jay T. Yanez

BS in Metallurgical & 
Materials Engineering
JinBi Bok
Seung Won Chung
Radian Fahmi
Jonathan Andres Guerra
SeungKyu Han
So Hyun Heo
Ye Jin Ji
Minwoo Jung
Gun Jick Lee
HyunKyung Lee
Ji Su Lee
JongHyun Lee
Raymond Keith Stewart
TaeKyun Yim
Ji Hye Yoo

College of Liberal Arts
Bachelor of Arts
Karla Michel Aceves
Jorge Luis Adame Gallegos
Mayra J. Aguayo
Elizabeth Aguilar
Cassandra Aguirre

Jessica Aguirre
Karina Aguirre
Ernestina Aguirre Gonzalez
Jaqueline Aguirre Rodriguez
Cecilia Ajo
Taylor Lorainne Alaniz
Vanessa Alcaraz
Frances Almanza
Alba M. Alonso
Arturo Altamira
Liliana Amaya
Cristina M. Anaya
Brittany Elisa Anchondo
Carlos Eduardo Aragonez
Rubi Angelica Aranda
Alan Jesus Arellano
Stanley Ruben Arevalo Jr
Leon Cardin Armstrong
Janessa Viane Arredondo
Astrid Alexia Arrioja
Obed I. Arzaga
Christine R. Avalos
Alexis Arturo Ayala
Jailee Sabine Baeza
Phillip Anthony Baeza
Michelle Baltazar
Benjamin Balusek
Analicia Dolores Banales
Adrian Baquera
Carmen Elena Barrera Lopez
Brenda Benitez
Deborah Elisa Bermudez
Sabrina Lynn Bernal
Erick A. Bolanos
Arlen Borrego
Hayley Natasha Borunda
Christian Brito Rutiaga
Travis Dylan Burgos
Annelise Adriana Bustamante
Brandy L. Caldera
Georgina Calderon
Mindy Ailee Calvillo
Rosanna R. Camarena
Jessica Canales
Yazmin Adriana Canseco
Jasmin Cardenas
Victor Cardenas
Brittany Aileen Carlock
Martha Carlos
Danielle E. Carrillo
Jacquelyn Celene Carrillo
Alejandro Castaneda
Stefania Castro
Vanessa Guadalupe Castro
Abigail Cervantes
Alma Priscilla Chacon
Braulio R. Chavez
Jesus Alfredo Chavez
Melissa Chavez
Christopher Edward Cisneros
Noelia Danielle Collins
Priscilla Contreras
Denise Cordova
Javier F. Cortez
Luis Cortez
Xochitl Evelyn Cuellar
Carlos Manuel De La Torre
Sabrina Michele Delgado
Maleny Janet Diaz
Edgar Dominguez
Jakeline K. Dominguez
Jessica Celeste Dominguez
Jorge Dominguez
Sandra Elizabeth Dominguez
Jose Alfredo Donacio Jr
Tatiana Dorado
Desiree Ruby Duque
Ivan Duran
Rafael Omar Duran
Leslie A. Duron
Michel Angelo Edmonston
Kylynn Nicole Enriquez

Elizabeth D. Erives
Gianna Auroa Esparza
Isael Estala
Alex D. Estrada
Elizabeth Estrada
Isaac Estrada
Maria Dolores Estrada
Rebecca Estrada
Itzel Favela Trevizo
Lucero Guadalupe Fierro Barraza
Rocio Fierro Perez
Jesus Miguel Flores
Nikki Flores
Idair Eduardo Franco
Lindsy Victoria Frayre
Aaron S. Garcia
Alejandra Garcia
Brianna Garcia
Heinrich E. Garcia
Jordan Anthony Garcia
Jose Angel Garcia Chavez
Bernardo Garcia Valencia
Victoria Garcia-Gonzalez
Johnny Gardea
Janett Nohemi Garza
Debbie C. Gauzin
Jordana Joy Golding
Eunice Gomez
Tania I. Gomez
Dennise Gonzalez
Gabriel Gonzalez
Hector Ernesto Gonzalez
Richard A. Gonzalez
Jose M. Grado
Marcus Graves
April Jasmine Guardado
Eli Manuel Guerra
Lucila Daniela Guerra
Adrian Paul Gutierrez
Ailyn Gabri Gutierrez
Ana G. Gutierrez
Rodrigo Jr. Gutierrez
Leonardo Guzman
Laquida E. Hamilton
Katherine L. Harding
Gloria Margarita Heredia Lira
Adrian Hernandez
Angelica Hernandez
Jessica Hernandez
Katy T. Hernandez
Ruben Hernandez
Lyndzee Camille Herrera
Sarah Elizabeth Herrera
Araceli Hidalgo
Yvonne Horta
Treyvon Marques Hughes
Adrian Hynson
Andrew J. Jacquez
Jesus Jibran Jalil
Joaquin Jauregui Jr
Joshua Anthony Jimenez
Brent Allen Jones
Priscilla L. Judson Wallace
Vanessa Marie Lara
Itzel Lara Garcia
Heather S. Leak
Cynthia L. Ledesma
Desiree Leon
Jordan D. Lewis Jr.
Matthew David Livingston
Andrea Lopez
Eugene Lopez
Gema Sarahi Lopez
Keira Lopez
Naomi Marie Lopez
Santos German Lopez SR
Georgina Alicia Lopez Cabral
Leticia Lopez Nolasco
Estrella Loredo
Brianna Melodie Lozano
Alejandra Lozano Gomez
Paola Fernanda Lugo

Edith Louise Lujan
Paola Lujan
Alejandra Machado
Yasmine M. Madrid
Daniela Ivonne Marines
Christopher Mark Marquez
Karina Martinez
Edmundo Martinez Grajeda
Juan Carlos Martinez Villanueva
Summer N. Masoud
Jacqueline I. Mata
Luisa Guadalupe Mata
Vivian Arlene Mc Candless
Sean Patrick McNeil
Laura Marina Medrano Portillo
Jessica L. Melendez
Gilbert Mendoza
Lizandra Meza
Justin W. Mietlinski
Emilia Miranda
Alan Guadalupe Molina
Bryan Matthew Monroe
Yolanda Esmeralda Monroy
Stephanie Marie Montanez
Tanya Haydee Montoya
Jessica Mora
Jesus G. Morales
Manuel Adolfo Morales
Michael Morales
Pablo Alejandro Morales
Stephanie Alexandra Morales
Vanessa Morales
Brandy Celene Moreno
Omar Moreno
Yanni Marcelo Moya
Maria Isabel Murphy
Ruben Daniel Navarrete
Andy Alberto Navarro
Oscar Rene Navarro III
Alfonso Nevarez
James Edward Nevarez
Stephanie A. Nevarez
John C. Odom
Luis Carlos Olivares
Sophia Elizabeth Ornelas
Jesus Ortega
Eric M. Ortiz
Yvette Ortiz
Mayra Eydie Pacheco
Cassandra Paez
Rebecca Elisabeth Palacio
Natalie Pasillas
Samantha Pasillas
Heather C. Paz
Casie Jeen Pedregon
Jessica Perchez
Corina Bianca Perez
David Anthony Perez
Kimberly Perez
Rhiannon L. Perez
Stephen Robert Perez
Kory Ian-William Petry
Eduardo Arturo Poblano Jr
Emily Marie Polinsky
Nicolette D. Porras
Martin G. Portillo
David Prieto Jr
Karla Estefania Prieto
Courtney Gloria Pritchard
Elsa Elena Quezada
Jesus Javier Quezada
Alan Daniel Quinonez
Kimberly Quintana
Mireya Sanchez Quintana
Tyler Christian Ragin
Carolina Ramirez
Christina I. Ramirez
Daniela Ramirez
Gissel Monique Ramirez
Jonathan Ray Ramirez
Jorge I. Ramirez
Leilani Ramirez

Ruby Ann Ramirez
Vianey Ramirez
Claudia Manely Ramirez Jaquez
Estephanie Ramos
Rafael Renovato III
Anais Rey
Vanessa Beatriz Rios
Mark Eduardo Riusech
Rebeca Rivas
Lauren Nicole Rivera
Jonathan Erik Robles
Michael Abraham Rodela
Daniel Yandre Rodriguez
Janette Rodriguez
Yadira N. Rodriguez
Christian Romero
Gabriel A. Romero
Melanie Ann Romero
Stephanie Romero
Adrian Romo
Leslie Daniela Rosales
Gerardo Saenz
Roberto Saenz
Alyssa Raquel Salazar
Stephanie Salazar
Deborah Saldana
Karla Guadalupe Saldivar
Areli Sanchez
Cynthia Naomi Sanchez
Lyandra Renee Sanchez
Rebecca Sarahi Sanchez
Stephanie Silvana Sanchez
Valencia L. Sanchez
Andrea Sandoval
Alexis F. Sano
Michelle Cordero Santana
Paola Liliana Sapien
Kimberly Paige Sarabia
Christopher Jacob Sarmiento
Zaira Yamil Saucedo
Angela Appolonia Segura
Michael Sepulveda
Leslie Alejandra Serna
Meagan Nicole Shank
Jerry Sigala
Amanda Victoria Silva
Joshua James Simpson
Erin Kira Solis
Melissa Solis
Ruth Isabel Soria
Laura J. Soriano
Jaime Ivan Sosa
Marcos David Soto
Adriana Benina Stitt
Cinthia J. Torres
Kimberly Eve Torres
Gabriela Crystalann Trujillo
Angelo Uniforme
Irais Urias
Edward James Uritson IV
Karen Ashley Valdez
Shaun Michael Valdez
Wendy Genesis Valenzuela
Karla I. Varela
Zaira A. Varela
Stephanie Sarahi Vargas
Enrique Vasquez III
Priscilla Vasquez
Luis Vazquez
Lauren Venzor
Ernesto Villalobos Jr
Diana Angel Villegas
Carlos Adan Viramontes
Renee Viramontes
Johnny Voltaire
Alexandra Elizabeth Von Glahn
Whitney Jo Walker
Earl Chaptman Weston III
Yvonne Whitaker
Eric J. Williams Jr
Wyatt Ryder Williams
Leah Changhee Yu

As this chapter of your UTEP 
journey comes to a close, 

be inspired by the many successes 
you have achieved and 

the dreams you have realized. 
May your future be filled 

with bold new beginnings 
and unlimited possibilities. 

Class of 2018! 
- UTEP President's Office

Congratulations on graduating, Miners!

 We encourage you to continue 
mining for knowledge, 

think in terms of your community 
in your future successes,
 and DO NOT be afraid to 

RE-CREATE what the world needs.
 We look forward to hearing 
from your accomplishments!

-Recreational Sports Department

Congratulations
Class of 2018

Housing 
and 

Residence Life

Congratulations to 
the graduating class of 2018! 

May you keep reaching your goals 
as you embark on the next journey 

in your life.

Go Miners!

-Student Engagement 
and Leadership Center



Bachelor of Fine Arts
Danielle Andrea Aguirre
Silvia Arce
Tiffany Amber Becerra
Luis Enrique Chavez
Julian Aaron Dieguez
Dina Paolette Edens-Perlasca
Katherine L. Harding
Hiram Omar Jarquin
Arlene Olaura Loya
Paola Estef Macias
Lauren R. Medina
Christine R. Miles
Kaitlyn Nicole Mullins
Victoria Amanda Navarro
Suzzette Palma
Jessica Perez
Karla Sofia Perez Lopez
Cecily Lynn Pinon
Austin Chase Solorzano
Fabian Uribe
Bernice Varel

Bachelor of 
Multidisciplinary Studies
Jesus A. Acosta
Daniel Arturo Alvarez
Melissa Denise Antuna
Diego Arias
Maribel Armendariz
Georgina Arzate
Justin Avalos
Carlos J. Barragan
Juan Ricardo Barragan
Maria E. Becerra
Jaime Becerra Gomez
Travis Brandon Bevis
Amy Lisa Billstone
Dell Lynn Blair
Cornelius D. Brown
Stephanie Gayle Cabrera
Mireya Cardoso
Gabriel Carreno
Francisco Castaneda
Adriana Castaneda Davila
Victoria C. Chacon
Anahi Chavarin
Jaritza Celene Chavira
John Francis Connell
Veronica De Lara
Robert Richard DeBlois
Ivan Delgado
Karla Adriana Delgado
Jorge Alberto Duran
Trina J. Enriquez
Esmeralda Escobedo
David Alejandro Flores
Toni Gabrielle Ford
Carlos Rodolfo Garcia
Cristina Muro Garcia
Hector Alejandro Garcia
Marylou Frannces Garcia
Sabrina N. Garcia
Veronica Garcia
Devin Ray Kirby Gillotte
Eduardo Gonzalez
Nora Gonzalez
Andrea Guerra
Nairobi P. Guillen
Adam A. Hernandez
Navdeep Hira
Krystal R. Hiruko
Bailey Ann Hollis
Eric Stephen Hougen
Alex Micheal Jeancharles
Terry Juniel
Rheava Carnelius Kirvin
Jaime Marie Landry
Cynthia Virginia Lopez
David Lucero
Patricia Annetta Madison

Amanda Gabrielle Magana
Patsy Elizabeth Martinez
Aleesia Casanova Mason
Maegen Nichole Mckee
Silvia Melcher
Allene Heiras Mirazo
Bianca Yolanda Mondragon
Jean-Andre Lbtaa Moore
Destiny Danielle Morales Ortega
Adriana Moreno
Araceli Bernadette Moreno
Oscar R. Nieto
Amanda Pauline Nyser
Alejandro Jimenez Ojeda
Brenda Lisa Olivas
Dominique Alexis Olivas
Charles Edward Olmos-Diaz
Michael Pacheco
Noel J. Pando
Stephen White Paterson
Kyle David Patrick
Edgar Pena
Antonio Perez
Jacques Rimpel
Scott Joel Robason
Oscar Abrah Rodriguez
Michael Rubio
Exiquio Saldivar II
Alexis Lavi Santiago
Michael Joseph Savarino
John F. Kennedy Schulte
Sabrina B. Segura
Juan Fernando Sifuentes Jr
Sheridan Nicole Smith
Griselda Sosa
Marian Shahin Spariosu
Tanner Colyn Stallings
Heber I. Talavera
Wanda Dee Taylor
Stephanie Telas
Kendra Aurora Tiliaia
Tyler Joseph Toledo
Stephen Robert Truax
Sofia Raquel Trujillo
Ursula Valles-Garza
Armando Velasquez Jr.
Krysta Leigh Ana Vidakovich
Creslan Troy Williams
Erica Corrine Wilson

Bachelor of Music
Justin M. Anderson
Derek Andrade
Nathan A. Eby
Emilio Montoya
Valeria Josephina Parada
Karla Estefania Prieto
Marisol Terrazas
Amanda D. Twomey
Anthony Yrigoyen

Bachelor of Science
Luisa Andrea Alonso Aguila
Francisco Arriaga Pazos
Gabrielle Bianca Campos
Sara Judith Chaparro Rucobo
Adria Renee Corral
Jeanette Diaz
Erika Dominguez
Juan Carlos Etienne
Susan Guzman
Alejandro Huerta
Stephen Leyva
Viviana Valeria Murillo
Diana O’Donnell
Jessica Perez
Christine Elizabeth Polanco
Eduardo Alfonso Rangel
Dominique Yvonne Saldana
Micah Josiah Smalley
Jordan Lee Soto
Oscar Alberto Torres

College of Science

Bachelor of Arts
Kylie S. Baumgartner
Shawqi Zhane’ Morgan
Carmen Paige Webster

Bachelor of Science
Cristina R. Adams
Miguel Aguilera Gamboa III
Jessica Aguirre
Melissa Ivette Aguirre
Blanca Itzel Ali
Daisy Celeste Alvarado
Karsten Dieter Amezcua Winter
David Joseph Applegate
Andrea Angelica Arizpe
Julio Cesar Armendariz Quezada
Roy Apoli Arrieta
Monica Alexandra Arroyo
Aaron Avila
Claudia Ayala
Sabrina Marie Babenco
Lara Claire Barnes
Alexandra Beard
Elfa Kathl Beaven
Rene Guadalupe Beltran-Barrera
Michael Abraham Bumgardner
Juan Carlos Carlo Calderon
Alejandro Camarena
Juan P. Canales
Angel Jovani Caro
Cassandra Maria Carrasco
Michael Anthony Carrasco
Noel Carrillo
Blanca Rosa Castillo
Jennifer Castrejon
Josue Alejandro Castro Castro
Teresa Allberg Cayton
Gerardo X. Cerde
Adilene M. Chapina-Guizar
Kennadie Chaudhary
Adrian Chavez
Kevin Michael Chesak
Courtney S. Chesanek
Alexis N. Cichy
Stephanie Corral
Jose Ignacio Cos Jr
Adrian Cosio
Paulino Carlos Covarrubias
Darnell Jemal Davis Jr
Matt Tod Dudley
Khevan Oliver Dueck
Leslie Alexandra Duran
Melissa Ann Duran
Alejandro Esteban Esparza-Sandy
Evangelina Jude Espinoza
Stephany Estrada
Juan Carlos Etienne
Stephanie Falcon
Eleazar Fierro
Lauren Ashley Flores
Mirka Flores
Joseph N. Fresquez
Katlyn Marie Gabalis
Luis F. Galindo
Mariana Gallegos
Alejandro Adolfo Garcia
Gabriel Adolpho Garcia
Gabriel Garcia
Isamar Garcia
Osvaldo Garcia
Irma F. Garibay
Michael Ray Garza Jr
Ashley Gomez
Fernando Gomez
Jocelyn Gomez
Jose Gabriel Gomez
Libby Josephine Gonzalez
Sandra V. Guillen
Cynthia Gutierrez
Jessica Gutierrez

Cesar Israel Hernandez
Nancy Hernandez
Oscar A. Herrera
Cindy Linda Himmelhaver
Nicholas Wilson Howell
Danielle C. Hoyt
Calder Heyward Hussmann
Chidimma Ann Ikeakor
Mario A. Jaramillo Jr
Rosario Jimenez-Chavez
Zachary Quinton Landis
Argentina Lara
Jennifer Kay Love
Javier Rodriguez Lozano
Alejandra Lugo
Alberto Lujan
Gabriela Macias
Sara Jawad Mahmoud
Adriana Camil Mares
Natalie L. Marquez
Katherine Anne Martinez
Samantha Nicole Martinez
Iliana Mata
Ashley Annette Mcafee
Courtney Marie McBain
Lisa M. McCarty-Rochon
David Andrew Medina
Brendan Lee Mendoza
Michael Mendoza
Victoria Miranda
Blake Mireles
Juan Andres Montelongo
Angelica Munoz
Daniella Noelle Munoz
Leslie Munoz
Carolina Najera
Meagan Lee Nesselhuf
Jacob Levi Nicasio
Karen A. Olivas
Ehimen D. Omoegbele
Francia T. Ortega
Megan Maria Ortega
Samara Ortega
Paola Ortiz
Rebecca Esmeralda Ortiz
Lauren Marie Pagan
Kayla M. Pallares
Miriam Johanna Perez
Alec Tiger Pinon
Aldo Pizana
Jonathan Alfredo Prieto
Juan M. Ramirez Jr.
Paulette Ramirez
Jesus Ramos
Ashley Nicole Raulston
Perla Liliana Renteria
Amber Diann Rey
Talia Ribera
Christina R. Rodriguez
Crystal Rodriguez
Laura D. Rodriguez
Sofia Jane Rodriguez
Rocio Rojas
Lilia M. Romero
Jacob Justin Ruiz
Sebastian Ruiz
Pamela Gizel Saenz Portillo
Andrew Sanchez
Laura Anne Sanchez - Michael
Javier Sandoval
Karen Alejandra Santillan
Christy Arely Santoyo
Carlos Adrian Saucedo
Sigifredo Saucedo Jr.
Cristina Gavaldon Sifuentes
Irene Sullivan
Zeltzin Yetlanezi Tapia
Jerricho Aniev Tipo
Jacqueline Lauren Torres
Evelyn A. Tovanche
Jenna Nicole Turza
Leslie Ann Unzueta
Cesar Adrian Valdiviez

Karen Sophia Valles
Luis Fernando Vasquez
Andrea Alicia Vega
Damian F. Velasquez
Francisco Javier Velez Jr.
Jennifer Samantha Villa
Shawn Bruce Vorreyer
Donya Rizk Youssef

College of Education

Bachelor of Arts
Yezlim A. Aguilera
Ana Karen Alderete
Christopher Rene Ambriz
Vianey Laura Anchondo
Mariah Christine Contreras
Lauren Shaina Fenenbock
Ryan J. Gianni
April Gonzalez
Valeria Gonzalez
Anna Karen Guzman
Melanie Lynette Hegel
Priscilla Marie Luevano
Stacy N. Lujan
Adriana Mendoza
Sofia Columba Montanez
Aracely Montes
Delia Beatriz Navarro
Flor Alicia Ontiveros Lopez
Estefania Ortega
Melina Pina-Bruderer
Britny Faith Rivas
Mayra Patricia Rodriguez
Vanessa Rodriguez
Annette Santana
Rebeka Kayla Santana
Alicia Santos
Cristina P. Seanez
Larry Spears
Angelica Lucero Tapia
Denisee Tovar
Kellye A. Townsend
Andrea N. Valenzuela
Jessica Vasquez
Elizabeth Villalba
Gabrielle Sophia Williams

Bachelor of 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Kimberly L. Alvarez
Iris Monique Andrade
Ruby Arzola
Crystal A. Barajas
Stacy Consuelo Cabral
Alejandra Anahid Campa
Rocio Verenice Campos
Rayleen Cristen Carbajal
Karen Castro Rodriguez
Ana G. Caudillo
Itzel Anais Cervantes
Ana Angelica Chairez
Breauna Rianne Deucher
Emma Diaz
Jessica Diaz
Jessica Guadalupe Doporto

Paulina Duron
Evelyn Enriquez
Jessica Ordulea Flaquet
Erika Gallardo
Cristina Garcia
Myrna Garcia
Daniela Gardea-Mesta
Jessica Yvonne Guevara
Kimberly Elodia Guillen
Lizeth Alvarez Gutierrez
Pauline Patricia Gutierrez
Addison Leigh Hansen
Diana D. Hernandez
Joanna Hernandez
Lydia Xochitl Castro Hernandez
Viviana Hernandez
Yesenia Hernandez
Priscilla Huerta Cota
Courtney Michelle Lenzner
Ariadne Verenice Lopez
Vanessa Nicole Maesse
Nicole Magallanes
Diana M. Magdaleno
Consuelo Martinez
Getsemani Martinez
Amy Martinez Perez
Claudia Yvette Montelongo
Danyella Su Morales
Oscar G. Moreno Jr.
Alejandra Moriel
Gregoria Olvera
Gabriela G. Ortega
Ana C. Pacheco
Estephania Perez
Jennifer D. Perez
Claudia M. Perez-Munoz
Ricardo Ponce
Yamell A. Ramirez
Judith Rocha
Maria Catalina Rodriguez
Valerie Ann Rodriguez
Athziry Dairee Rodriguez-Diaz
Perla Flor Ruiz
Genesis Gabriela Santiago-Borrero
Rebecca Serrano
Christopher R. Sigala
Angel Nicole Simental
Michelle Nicole Southern
Alyssa M. Storer
Cheyenne Y. Tame
Melanie Renee Tarin
Nicole Telles
Jesica Terrazas
Denisse Angelica Trevino
Jenifer N. Valenzuela
Karely Varela
Alexandra Vasquez
Meagan A. Villigan
Delia Zepeda
Kristen Michelle Zimmerly

College of 
Business Administration

Bachelor of Arts
Sarah Valadez

Bachelor of 
Business Administration
Alyce Kristin Acosta
Andrea Aguilar
Karime Aileen Aguilar Cabral
Gustavo Aguilera Jr.
Esperanza Aguirre
Amir Ali Alaskar
Jorge Alonso
Marisol Andrea Alonzo
Abdulelah Faisal Alsharif
Ivan A. Alvarado
Karina Magdalena Alvarez
Kaori Verenice Amamori
Miguel Angel Anaya
Michael R. Antisdel
Christian Ikechukwu Anyaso
Jaime Aquino
Jose Adrian Arias
Silvino Aaron Arias
Edmundo Alfonso Armendariz
Mariah Jose Armendariz
Maryam Salwa Aued Ponce
Carlos Avalos
Melissa Ann Avelar
Juan Francisco Avila Jr
Aldo Ayala
Luis Fernando Baca
Joshua M. Baeza
Diego Balderrama
Kimberly Alexis Barba
Crystal Alexis Barberena
Elena Barrios
Cristian Hael Barron Mora
Alondra Baylon
Ileana Bedoy
Monica Martha Benabente
Ada Favour Benjamin
Emanuelle Bermudez
Jose Antonio Betancourt
Vivian Raquel Blanco
Tyler Lyle Boley
Sani Kiralyan Buckingham
Marcelo Caraveo
Rebecca Cardenas
Gerardo Cardenas Penuelas
Melanie Cardona
Carlos A. Caro
Cassandra D. Carrasco
Joselyn Carrillo
Mauricio Jesus Castaneda Jr
Mayra Michelle Castanon
Lilia Cristina Castrejon
Dennise Castro
Astrid Castro Rodriguez
Alondra Marie Cervantes
Caitlin Christine Cervantes
Diego A. Cesena
Jennifer Chacon
Neferteti Chavarria
Jazmin A. Chavez
Raul Chavez Jr.
Maria Luisa Cisneros Chairez
Jesus Contreras Jr.
Joselyn Contreras
Sandra Isabel Contreras
Elizabeth P. Conwell

Congratulations to our 
SGA members who form part of 

UTEP’s Class of 2018. 
We wish you all the best in your 

upcoming journey. 

Rocio Fierro-Perez, Tony Perez, 
Julia Gallegos, Evelyn Y. Ruiz 

and Grissel Rodriguez  

Wishing all Fall 2018 UTEP graduates 
continued success and achievement. 

Thank you for letting us be a part 
of your educational journey, 

 we look forward to being part of 
your bright future as well. 

Congratulations from the
UTEP Division of Student Affairs From

Office of the Provost



Class of2018
Erick Fernando Corona
Christina Corona Vidalez
Pricilla Stephanie Corrales
Martin Alfonso Cortes
Marcel Andre Curry
Valerie Paige Curry
Ainara De Leon
Joseph Deantona
Luis Alejandro Del Valle
Erick Delgado
Jonathan J. Delgado
Krystle Delgado
Cynthia Diaz
Jasmine A. Diaz
Kevin Diaz
Victor Diaz
Iris Dominguez
Jacob Dominguez
Paula Giovanna 
   Dominguez Parra
Vanessa Mia Donzello
Eduardo Duarte Jr.
Gaetane Edouard
Stefanie Nicole Enriquez
Brenda Escareno
Briana M. Escarzaga
Israel Escudero
Angela Mariajose Esquerra
Rebecca Estorga
Francisco Antonio Favela
Karen Michelle Favela Escobar
Ricardo Fernandez
Guillermo Flores
Louise Flores
Sofia Fons
Stephen Nelson Forester
Akira Lynn Fosse-Jones
Scott Edward Franklin
Nicholas G. Frausto
Monica Alejandra 
  Fuentes Gaystard
Damaris Galicia
Kevin Galindo Pena
Naidid Gallardo
Thomas Henry Gallardo
Julia Gallegos
Jesus Gabriel Gamboa
Jose Gandara
Christina Marie Garcia
Ricardo Garcia
Luis A. Gaucin
Rene Gomez
Brandon Gonzalez
Jaime A. Gonzalez
Yanel Aida Gonzalez
Sofia Gonzalez Gonzalez
Ximena Gabriela 
  Gonzalez Rodriguez
Isis Yuritzi Grajeda
Kevin Eduardo Granda Guerra
Noah J. Guerrero
Adriana D. Gueta
Camila Mariel Gutierrez
Elizabeth Gutierrez
Carla Hareg
Aydee Hernandez
Brenda Berenice Hernandez
Brittney Marie Hernandez

Elissa Danielle Hernandez
Julio Cesar Hernandez
Troy Hernandez
Vanessa Hernandez
Alexandra Herrera
Brianna Eloisa Herrera
Maria A. Herrera
Natalia Huerta
Martha Karina Jacquez
Yair Jalil
Jessica G. Jimenez
Soo-Yang Johnson
Carl Mutegi Kibunjia
Jonah Kipruto Koech
Valeria Labrado Alvidrez
Stephanie Lantigua
Yael Alfredo Leal De Santiago
Deyanira Lee Montes
Aimee Leyva
Manuel Salvador Lizarraga
Allan Lopez
Julie B. Lopez
Kimberly Lopez
Luis Alfredo Lopez
Michael Aaron Lopez
Valeria Lopez
Laura Melissa Loya Soltero
Hilario A. Lozoya
Stephanie Lynn Luce
Leonel Lucero Jr.
Carlos Alejandro Lujan Gamboa
Brandon T. Luu
Aime Alejandra Maldonado
Helder Nery Martinez
Maria Elena Martinez Gomez
Nalleli Y. Mata
Danielle Mcdonald
Jonathan Edward Mckee
Javier Medina
Richard Medina Jr
Jessica Aileen Mendoza
Gabriela Mariel Mendoza Ortega
Luis Carlos Meza
Johnathan Victor Miles
Didier Millot
Amy Montalvo
Lizeth Montellano
Carla Ann Montoya
John Paul Monzon
Adrian Mora
Cinthya Morales
Arantxa Morales Herrera
Fernando Moreno Villarreal
Clinton Joseph Myrick
Joe Najar
Yoko Vargas Nakamura
Venezia Navarro
Bryce Addison Neria
Jaime A. Olivas
Adrina Aileen Oliver
Luis Eduardo Olivera
Francisco Gerardo Ornelas
Reuben James Ornelas
Karina Orozco
David Christopher Ortega
Andrea Celeste Ortiz
Jesus D. Ortiz
Elizabeth Palacios

Diana Frida Palma Carlos
Erick Fernando Parra
Joseph Pastran
Marisol Pelayo
Adriana Perez Rodriguez Garcia
Scott Warren Plavin
Jonathan Polanco
Raymond Marcus Ponce
Minerva Quijano
William Paul Raisch
Arthur D. Ramirez
Levi Jefferey Ramirez
Martin Ramirez III
Roberto Ramirez Jr
Veronica I. Ramirez
Alondra J. Ramos
Sebastian Rangel
Melissa Leigh Raynor
Irvin Ricardo Rede
Angelina Renee Reyes
David Cuauhtemoc Reyes
David Reza
Saul R. Ricarte
Stephanie Nadine Richards
Sonam Rinchen
Ana Christina Rios
Gianna S. Rios
Paola Lillian Rios
Aram Alonso Rivera
Brenda Rivera
Christian Daniel Rivera
Ivan Rivera
Kimberly Michelle Rivera
Kimberly Preci Rivera
Sergio Rivera
Adan Alexandro Rodriguez
Adriana Rodriguez
Diane Veronica Rodriguez
Eunice L. Rodriguez
Grissel Renee Rodriguez
Jazmin Ruby Rodriguez
Julian Andres Rodriguez
Nessa Rodriguez
Ryan A. Rodriguez
Carolina Rodriguez Rodriguez
Alejandro Romero
Jaime Ivan Romero
America Guadalupe Rosas
Jesus Ruiz Jr
Evelyn Yacari Ruiz Guillen
Neve Ruiz Rubio
Christina Salas
Adrian E. Salazar
Silvia Teresa Salido
Bertha Alicia Samaniego
Hansel Emmanuel Sanchez
Marlene Sanchez
Monica Sanchez
Quina Marie Mendiola Sandbergen
Nallely Santiesteban Garcia
Rodolfo Santos Lara
Pamela Sifuentes
Silvia Sifuentes Lopez
Antonio Sosa
Natali Sosa
Ernesto Sotelo
Adriana Margarita Sudimack
Richard A. Supnet

Crystal Tapia
Cesar Roberto Tapia Pina
Anthony Torres
Mariana Torres
Louis Travis Tovar
Desiree N. Traver
Randy Trevizo
Wilmer Roberto 
   Trujillo Shenberger
Alexandro Urquidi Gonzalez
Mireya Valenzuela
Saidah Angelica Valenzuela
Nicholas C. Valles
Alejandra Varela
Rosa Itzel Vazquez
Diana Victoria Vazquez Cardona
Brandon Vazquez-Gracida
Gustavo Enrique Velez-Arce
Andrea Paule Villalobos
Ivan Villalobos
Mario Alberto Villegas - Salcido
Gerardo Vizcaino
Namgyal Uzer Wangchuk
Pema Khandu Wangchuk
Samantha Watson
Breana Nicole Wright
Francisco Kazumi Yoshimoto
Karina Zacarias
Jessica Daniela Zaragoza
Essa Zarei
Liliana Zubia
Carlos Aurel Zubiate

College of Health Sciences

Bachelor of Science
Alejandro Ruben Apodaca
Victoria Isabel Aragon
Emecole Alana Arzola
Andres Banuelos
Esteban P. Beltran
Bianca Bueno
Abraham Cabrera
Angel Vanessa Carabajal
Cassandra Viane Caraveo
Celeste N. Carrillo
Jocelyn Alexis Cepeda
Channelle Avan’t Chacon
Ximena Alejandra Chew
Tonalli De Aztlan
Hank Gordi De La Cruz
Armando Delrasso Jr.
Aymee Dominguez
Gary Oscar Dominguez
Sonya N. Dominguez
Diana Elizabeth Espino
Abigail R. Estrada
Ramon Gil Flores
Ariana Galarza
Eduardo A. Gallegos Morales
Isabelle Matthews Gorman
Zalma Michelle Hernandez Lozano
Everette Abraham Holguin
Sean A. Hollingsworth
Carrie Lorraine Hulburt
Haley Nanette Jacquez
Robin R. Jacquez
Nicholas F. Klauss

Emilie Larocque
Jeffrey A. Lewis
Teresa Angelica Licon
Citlalli C. Lopez I
Selene Quetzal Lopez
Stephen A. Lopez
Crystal Nicole Lujan
Yesenia Maddaford
Monica L. Marquez
Cecilia Martinez
Christopher William Mcglone
Jacqueline A. Mendoza
Carlos Mesta
Natalia A. Miller
Ana Victoria Molinar Pinon
Yvette P. Navarro
Donna M. Onsurez
Eric Oropeza
Shantal N. Oropeza
Priscilla J. Pacheco
Aleczis Rikky Padilla
Andres E. Padilla
Francisco Javier Pena Jr
Sharay Perez
Adriana Pinedo
Denise Nicole Portillo
Efren Joe Pulido Jr
Pearl Quintero
Eric R. Ramirez
Alfred Ramos Jr
Brenda Michelle Rangel
Cassandra Danie Rivera
Angel Alejandro Robles
Amanda Charmaine Rodriguez
Celest Rodriguez
Karina S. Rodriguez
Katherine Victoria Rodriguez
Paulina Rodriguez Aquilar
Guadalupe Romero
Crystal Salcido
Christian N. Sanchez
Joceline Sanchez
Sara R. Sandoval
Ismael Sapien
Bailey Ann Sarver
William Edward Smith
Christopher Thummel I
Maria Torres
Michelle Trejo
Danielle Sherese Turner
Amy M. Vargas
Roberto Manuel Vasquez Jr
Samuel Joel Vega
Valeria Villalobos
Gabriel Enedino Villarreal
Elizabeth M. Viscon

Bachelor of Social Work
Carmen Mireya Garcia

School of Nursing

BS in  Nursing
Ashley Aguilar
Melissa Aguilar
Kimberly Guadalupe Aguirre
Manuel E. Alvarado
Cynthia Alvarez

Rocio Grisel Alvarez
Denise M. Araujo
Lizette Arredondo
Stephanie Nicole Aveytia
Justin M. Bailey
Daisy Balderas
James C. Barraza
Dayna Barrera
Carol A. Beltran
Natalie Trisha Berry
Jaime Eduardo Blancarte 
Gonzalez
Bianca Eileen Briones
Noe F. Burguete Jr
Jade Carbajal
Joanne Marie Carey
Emily Carrasco
Brenda Michelle Carrillo
Klarisa Alyce Casao
Sydney Alicia Castaneda-Centeno
Danielle Christine Castanon
Lorena Castillo
Ysette Ceballos
Alexis Ceniceros
Jade Gabriela Cerda
Andrea Ashley Coffey
Ana Victoria Cowley
Jennifer Michal Crain
Mario De la Pena Jr
Evelyn Vernise De La Torre
Audra Renee Delacruz
Paulina Alejandra Delgado
Stephanie Denise Eiting
Jose Paolo Esquivel
Angelene Lamoy Francis-Scott
Sonia Clara Fuentes
Triniece Gaines
Abraham Galvan
Ivan A. Garcia
Pedro Garcia
Ruby Garcia
Stephany Gaucin
Carmen Angelica Gomez
Erica Marie Gomez
Jennifer Nicole Gomez
Sandra Gomez
Damaris B. Gonzalez
Jacqueline Gonzalez
Crystal Rose Grajeda
Daniela Krisel Gutierrez
Alberto Donato Gutierrez Saldana
Bianca Hernandez
Elizabeth Hernandez
Jennifer Alejandra Hernandez
Monika Hernandez
Jacqueline Holguin
Ana Luisa Hughes
Leeah Christine Hughes
Michelle Gianni Iniguez
Amanda M. Jacquez
Ayla Christine Jenson
Alejandra Jimenez-Moreno
Lauren Ann Jones
Jennifer Lynn Keefer
Gabriella Vianey Lara
Maria Christina Lehman
Gladys Lerma
Erin Rae Lopez

Lisa Anna Marie E Lopez
Jacqueline Maese
Isabella Clarissa Marin
Analie Martinez
Blanca Martinez-Torres
Kelly Rene Mattimoe
Martha Jocelyn Maturino
Jasmine Monique McBain
Debra Kaye Mclean
Ingrid Y. Mendez
Kurt Arriesgado Moon
Hugo Adrian Morales Jr.
Jesus Alfredo Morales Villa
Vianey Moran
Cynthia Moreno Castillo
Jasmine Rae Munoz
Stefy Sarahi Nava
Mayra Navarrette
Jocelyn Navarro
Myli Thi Nguyen
Alvaro Alonso Nieto
Ruth Jessica Noel
Jose R. Ochoa
Ana Ornelas
Lorenzo E. Orozco Jr
Naomi Owens
Angelica Ozaeta
Maria Del Pilar Pacheco Saldana
Patricia R. Patel
Bianca Marie Perdue
Diane Castillo Perez
Gerardo A. Perez
Claritsa Perez-Estrada
Tanya Arlene Ramirez
Kelli Reanne Reed
Cynthia Reiser
Melissa Rodriguez
Rachel Mechelle Rodriguez
Sarahi Rodriguez
Sofia Roman
Michelle Romero
Esmeralda Roque
Luis Manuel Rosales
Tashika Mabel Ruiz
Adriana Sanchez
Dessia M. Schier-Cortez
Corina Ivonne Schuman
Kristofer David Segura
Alejandra Silva
Anniela Alejandra Solano
Marissa Soto
Viviana Stacy
Christabelle K. Sustaita
Lorenzo A. Terrazas
Kitessa M. Tolla
Damaris Tomlinson
Maria Jose Torres
Madison LaMonica Trimbath
Alexa Udave-Villanueva
Queen Oyioma Uma
Ashley Yvette Vazquez
Melissa Guadalupe Zamora

Congratulations on 
your recent graduation! 
This educational achievement
is a significant milestone in 
your life and is highly 
commendable. 

As you consider your options 
following your graduation, 
consider pursing graduate 
studies at UTEP.

-THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
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Graduating senior Dina Edens-Perlasca began her 
college career in 2004 at UTEP and will be graduating 
this December with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a con-
centration in ceramics and a minor in metals.

Edens-Perlasca began as an engineering major 
but had to progress slowly through her studies as she 
grappled with schoolwork and her personal life as a 
single mother of three.

 “I went into engineering for two years and then 
changed to art, then had about six years o�  and came 
back about three years ago,” Edens-Perlasca said.

In 2007, Edens-Perlasca decided to change her 
major to art and concentrate on ceramics due to her 
artistic abilities and her Mexican lineage.

“I grew up in Juárez and we really didn’t have 
electives, like art in elementary, so I never had all of 
that but I was always very creative on my own and 
have always been a really big fan of my heritage and 
Mexican Talavera,” Edens-Perlasca said.

Due to her fondness of art in� uenced by one’s 
heritage, such as Mexican Talavera (pottery), Edens-
Perlasca concentrated her most recent exhibition on 
her own lineage.

“I’m Italian, Mexican, Spanish and American as 
well, so my project was based on all of my heritage 
and just how it is to be a woman within those cultures,” 
Edens-Perlasca said. “I was working with photography 
mixed with ceramics, I was able to do that in a very 
beautiful and simple way and it was amazing.”

Edens-Perlasca was awarded a Templeton En-
dowment due to her outstanding participation in the 
art department and was able to work on her exhibi-
tion project for a whole year, which was a pleasure for 
her as most school assignments only allow students a 
few weeks to complete them.

 “� at project took me a year and it’s been the 
most rewarding timeframe because at school you 
usually have anywhere from one to two months to 
complete something in ceramics because it is a long 
process,” Edens-Perlasca said.

Edens-Perlasca has enjoyed how the UTEP art 
community and faculty truly care about the students 
as artists and always work towards improving all stu-
dents’ education. 

“(UTEP) has been my home, it’s like I’ve lived 
here for the last three years because I’ve been work-
ing so hard–I just love how everybody is so open and 
welcoming here,” Edens-Perlasca said.

Edens-Perlasca plans to continue her educa-
tion in � ne arts and ceramics as a graduate student 
at New Mexico State University and is grateful she is 
prepared due to the constant encouragement by fac-
ulty members who pushed her to not only pursue her 
studies at UTEP but also explore professional prac-
tices outside of UTEP.

Edens-Perlasca hopes to one day have her own 
studio where she can continue creating art and de-
velop into a stronger artist and teacher like those who 
guided her to receive her bachelor’s degree.

Catherine Ramirez  may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

COUTESY OF DINA EDENS-PERLASCA
Edens-Perlasca’s exhibition project meshes ceramics with photography.

BY CATHERINE RAMIREZ 
The Prospector

After six years as an art student at UTEP, 
Danielle Aguirre is set to graduate this De-
cember as a double major in drawing and 
ceramics, hoping to continue her work as 
an artist.

Like most students, Aguirre has been 
pushing through the last weeks of the se-
mester but notes setting up her solo exhi-
bition that serves as her final portfolio as 
a drawing major has become her favorite 
memory during her time at UTEP.

Aguirre’s exhibition, “Your Partner is 
Typing…” includes all of her semester work 
presented in digital mediums, like digital 
GIF collages and video installations, that 
she created to look like her own bedroom.

“It was satisfying to see how much my 
art has developed during these years of 
working towards my Bachelor of Fine Arts,” 
Aguirre said.

The satisfaction of improving skills from 
college classes is something all students 
strive to feel but loving those classes while 
taking them doesn’t always come hand-in-
hand. For Aguirre, it did.

“It might sound cliché but all of my 
drawing and ceramic classes have been 
my favorite,” Aguirre said. “I’ve learned so 
many skills and met such amazing artists 
along the way.”

Aguirre said she could have graduated 
in four or five years if it weren’t for the un-
fortunate scheduling of art classes, but said 
it worked in her favor.

“I wish the department could have (cre-
ated) better schedules for classes, or more 
classes,” Aguirre said. “But honestly all the 
time I’ve spent here has developed me into 
an artist I wouldn’t have imagined I could 
be all those years ago.”

Aguirre is thankful for her extended ex-
perience at UTEP and for the support of her 
parents knowing it wasn’t easy for them to 
hear she wanted to pursue a degree in art.

“They supported me anyways and 
throughout the years they have seen that 

there is a true value to the degree and art 
in general and I am so thankful for that,” 
Aguirre said. “So many sacrifices have been 
made for me that I’ll never come close to 
paying back, but I can only hope that I can 
keep making them feel like backing me up 
was the right decision.”

Students who major in fine arts are not 
always supported by family members or 
friends, but Aguirre has some advice for in-
coming art majors.

“Keep an open mind about art and its 
community. Don’t go into your major think-
ing that you have all the answers and no one 
can possibly change your artistic voice if 
you do that you won’t be able to reap the 
benefits of what our professors, staff, visit-
ing artists and fellow artists provide,” Agu-
irre said. “When I started at UTEP I only 
wanted to be an illustrator but now I’ve 
come to realize I have a voice in many other 
mediums.”

With those artistic skills in other medi-
ums and a bachelor’s degree, Aguirre plans 
to continue working as an artist to eventu-
ally advance her skills and education.

“I plan to keep building my portfolio 
so that I may eventually get into a Master’s 
program while working as a freelance art-
ist,” Aguirre said.

Ten years from now Aguirre happily 
sees herself working every day as a business 
owner and independent artist and said her 
mom, dad, two sisters, two brothers and her 
pug, Pepé, are to thank for her bachelor’s 
degree that will open many doors for her in 
the future.

Catherine Ramirez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

Senior recieves Templeton Endowment Aguirre completes solo exhibition
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A look at the best events El Paso had to offer in 2018

SERGIO MUÑOZ, CLAUDIA HERNANDEZ, GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
1. Children attempt to draw with a 200-pound block of chalk from Angel Cabrales’s Chalk it Out installation. 2. Café Tacvba performs at the Franklin Mountains Stage at day two of the Neon Desert Music Festival on Sunday, May 27. 3. Khalid 
performs for a sold-out crowd in the �rst of his two hometown shows at the Don Haskins Center. 4.  Lil Wayne performs at the Rio Bravo Stage at day one of the Neon Desert Music Festival on Saturday, May 26. 5. Dennis DeYoung was the last 
headliner on Friday Oct. 5, at the KLAQ Downtown StreetFest, performing the music of STYX at the Bud Light stage. 6. Fall Out Boy plays at the Don Haskins Center for their MANIA tour on Tuesday, Sept. 25. 7. Gucci Mane performs at the Franklin 
Mountains stage at day two of the Neon Desert Music Festival on Sunday, May 27. 8. Attendees dress in traditional Mexican clothing and paint their face as catrinas to celebrate the Day of the Dead on Saturday, Nov. 3 in Downtown El Paso.

1 2 3

4 5

76 8

OUR VIEW
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‘The House that Martha Built’ a final show by UTEP senior Katie Harding
BY CLAUDIA FLORES
The Prospector

As �nals week approaches, for UTEP student, 
Katie Harding, it means taking a closer step to 
graduation and the plans that come a�er. 

As part of the Liberal Arts Honors Program, 
Harding is required to do an independent study 
for her last semester. Many students go with the 
traditional approach of writing a paper, but as 
a double major in communication studies and 
dance performance, Harding decided to take a 
more creative approach. 

“Since I’m a dance major I thought ‘I have to 
do something dance related’ and I spoke with my 
mentor and he already had an idea for a project ac-
tually which is based on the life of his mentor Mar-
tha Hill when he went to Julliard,” Harding said. 

“�e House that Martha Built,” will be a 
40-minute performance where Harding will talk 
about the dance history of some pieces created by 
Hill and dance some of those iconic pieces. 

Harding, who previously interned with the 
American Dance Festival by helping with fund-
raising, event planning and administrative tasks 
hopes to get a job in an area that allows her to put 
both of her skills in practice. 

“At the internship, in addition to all those 

tasks, I was able to take dance classes and meet a 
lot of people that performed, so I got to have a very 
multifaceted experience and also get a chance to 
really look into the industry and see if this is some-
thing I wanted to do,” Harding said. 

Harding started dancing at the age of four af-
ter her mother put her in a dance class, since then, 
Harding developed a love and passion for per-
forming arts that took her to perform at di�erent 
musical productions during her high school years 
and at the UTEP Dinner �eater. 

Even though the passion for dancing still re-
mains with her, Harding said she decided to go for 
a double degree because of the security of having 
a consistent job. 

“I never wanted to be one of those people 
who goes to auditions in New York until I run 
out of money and have to move back home or 
something, but I can’t also let go of dance totally,” 
Harding said. “Arts industry works out because it 
is a consistent job, there is a corporate side of it, 
but you still get to take classes, see performances 
be exposed to the arts, while also maintaining that 
job security that I have been looking for.”

For Harding, spending her college years at 
UTEP taught her to love dance in a di�erent way 
that goes beyond the artistry of being on stage. 

“College taught me how to love it in a way that 

it’s more than just studios or just the purpose of 
performing,” Harding said. “To me it is more en-
riching to have the history aspect of it and at our 
dance program we learned about anatomy, how to 
choreograph and how to do music, so you get a 
really well-rounded view of dance.”

As her time at UTEP is almost over, Harding said 
she really appreciates who she has become as a result 
of college and how her decision of staying at UTEP 
helped her to have a great appreciation for dance. 

“When I came to college, I was nervous be-
cause all of my friends went to schools all over the 

country and I stayed at home, but at the same time 
if I hadn’t come here, I don’t know if I would’ve 
been a dance major,” Harding said. “I am so grate-
ful that I ended up here and got to do both degrees 
because it kind of built me and where I want to go 
with my career path because I feel con�dent going 
into the real world once I graduate.”

�e show will take place on Dec. 10 and 11, at 
7 p.m. in room A452 in the Fox Fine Arts. Admis-
sion is by donation.

Claudia Flores may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

COUTESY OF KAIE HARDING
Katie Harding in character during the 2016 ‘Westside Story’ UTEP Dinner Theatre production.



DECEMBER 4, 2018| 20 | ENTERTAINMENT THEPROSPECTOR

Latina Arte Exhibition set to take place at the Hal Marcus Gallery 
BY ALEXIA NAVA 
The Prospector

On Thursday, Dec. 6, the Hal Marcus 
Gallery will open its inaugural annual La-
tina Arte exhibition, the longest exhibi-
tion ever held at the gallery, featuring the 
artwork of several local Latina artists. 

Hal Marcus, the gallery’s owner, who 
has been a professional artist for 50 years, 
came up with the idea of Latina Arte with-
in a day.

“We wanted to do something that we 
hadn’t done before and we wanted to do 
something that was relevant to the com-
munity,” Marcus said. “Latina Arte are all 
women and to go with the women’s move-
ment, it’s very relevant.”

The exhibition will feature paintings 
and sculptures of nine different local art-
ists, with different styles and themes in 
their artwork and backgrounds.

Carmen Navar is one of the artists and 
is a current UTEP student working on a de-
gree in painting with a bachelor’s in design. 

“For me, it was very interesting, the 

question that I was asked when I was in-
terviewed was, ‘What does Latina mean?’ 
and I said it tied to the culture as if I am 
a Latina artist, but the word is beyond La-
tina. It’s a universal theme,” Navar said. 

“My themes have always been the female 
figure and the internal landscape, so I fo-
cus a lot on the eyes. What I learned at 
UTEP was what do you have to say in the 
21st century and for me, it was how to 
bring the love and the femaleness into the 
21st century,” she added. 

Another artist is Isabel Olivares, a cur-
rent computer science major that designs 
one of the university’s web pages. 

“I like to communicate with people 
through my paintings, I usually try to 
focus on the story behind each painting. 
I like to connect with people through 
emotions, my paintings are part abstract, 
some part realism,” Olivares said. 

Martha Arzabala is a retired design 
engineer and has been an artist since 
2010. She is also currently preparing some 
paintings for other exhibitions outside of 
the city.

“You will see great paintings coming 
up pretty soon regarding the immigra-
tion issues and what’s going on politically 
right now, because we tend to put that 
expression into a painting or sculptures,” 

Arzabala said. “I think it’s the time for 
great art right now, because of the drama 
we have all around.” 

Another artist is Chihuahuan native 
Teresa Fernández, who used to be a fash-
ion designer and found her love for teach-
ing and art when her daughters’ school 
asked her to teach a two-month course. 
She currently has her own studio called 
CreArte at 7815 Helen of Troy Dr. 

“Now with this show, I am fusing my 
fashion design career into sculptures and 
dress sculptures, I call them Mis Damas, 
My Ladies,” Fernández said. 

Fernández also did a one-piece clay 
figure for the show, experimenting with a 
variety of materials in the process. 

The exhibition kicks off on Thursday, 
Dec. 6 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and will run 
from Dec. 6, 2018 to Feb. 28, 2019.

�e gallery is located at 1308 N. Oregon St.

Alexia Nava  may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

I like to communicate 
with people through 
my paintings, I 
usually try to focus 
on the story behind 
each painting.

- ISABEL OLIVARES

artisit and computer science major
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The mark on 
the wall is we’re 
going to com-
pete for and win 
championships,

- JIM SENTER

UTEP Athletic Director

Jim Senter reflects on his first year as UTEP’s Athlethic Director

BY DANIEL MENDEZ
The Prospector

When Jim Senter was announced as the new 
Director of Athletics at UTEP on Nov. 22, 2017, 
he knew what he was getting himself into, he had 
to rebuild a football program that had just gone 
winless and had a disappointing season with 
mid-season coaching changes. 

But at his very �rst news conference the fol-
lowing week Senter introduced himself to the 
community and introduced his mantra: every 
person makes a di�erence. 

What Senter didn’t know was that by the end 
of the day, he would be tasked to �ll another ma-
jor coaching vacancy, this time in men’s basket-
ball brought by the sudden postgame retirement 
of former UTEP basketball coach Tim Floyd.  

Suddenly, Senter was tasked with �lling two 
of the biggest coaching positions in athletics, 
men’s basketball and football. Senter hadn’t even 
o�cially started his position yet, still �nishing his 
tenure at the Citadel, but he hired Dana Dimel as 
his football coach. Once basketball season ended 
he found someone to take over the program in 
Rodney Terry. He then went to make his third 
hire in women’s ri�e coach Austin Litherland. 

Senter knew it would be a tough task in his 
�rst year, due to poor attendance in athletic 
events.  His �rst year at the helm involved a lot 
of trial and error. 

“I think I’m still trying to learn and �nd 
out about how things work here,” Senter said. 
“Whether that is the price of ticketing or its game 

times, or is it the value of premiums to get some-
body to come to the game? Or does it even matter 
if there’s a premium to get somebody to come to 
a game right?”

“So now I’m starting my second year and I’m 
starting to have a little bit more comfort in terms 
of what do I think works,” Senter said. “What 
do I want to do? What kind of changes might 
we make? What have I learned from my �rst 12 
months on the job? It’s a very, very �uid dynamic 
and a very educational experience.”

Senter’s goal is to have intercollegiate athlet-
ics win and compete for conference champion-

ships. He has made that point abundantly clear 
a�er soccer and volleyball wrapped up. Head 
soccer coach Kevin Cross and volleyball Coach 
Molly Watts were let go a�er failing to have their 
team compete for conference championships.

“�e mark on the wall is we’re going to com-
pete for and win championships,” Senter said. 
“�at’s the threshold. �at’s a level we want to rise 
to. Now it’s my job as the athletic director and our 
administrative team is to give our coaches and 
student-athletes the tools it takes to do their job. 
I think in many instances, we’re giving many of 
our programs the tools and the resources to do 
their job, I expect them to maybe do it at a better 
level and a higher level than they’ve been getting 
it done.”

Senter did mention the coaching vacancies 
are still ongoing and will likely get rolling once 
the fall season of athletics o�cially wraps up be-
cause coaches he may have an interest in are still 
coaching their respective programs. 

If competing for conference championships 
is not occurring he is looking into what ways he 
can improve athletic facilities. �e improvement 
in facilities is evident with the start of the renova-
tion of the Sun Bowl with lounge seating and an 
improved press box. 

Senter acknowledges that due to lack of 
donor support in certain programs and flex-
ibility with the athletic budget, Miner nation 
may not see those renovations they are yearn-
ing for just yet. 

Senter has learned two things in his �rst year 
on the job. How passionate the fan base is and 

how the fans perspectives are on losing perfor-

mances in football and basketball.

“I think our fan base has become somewhat 

apathetic because we haven’t been winning, Sent-

er said. “It’s going to take a lot more energy and a 

lot more e�ort to try to get our folks invigorated 

to the point where they want to buy tickets, they 

want to be a donor and they want to come to 

games... �ere’s a certain level of apathy that is 

going to take them a gargantuan e�ort to get it  

jump started again and get people to get back on 

board and help us.”

To him, “every person makes a di�erence” 

doesn’t necessarily have to be a purchase of sea-

son tickets, a donation or even a social media 

post. It’s about coming out and supporting the 

student-athletes who don the orange and blue 

and if you happen to buy concessions, Senter 

views that as making a di�erence as well.

“Every person makes a di�erence” is not only 

a mantra for Senter but it is a way of life. “Every 

day you choose if you want to make a positive or 

negative di�erence, so why not choose to be a 

positive di�erence maker,” Senter said.

Daniel Mendez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

FILE PHOTO / THE PROSPECTOR
Jim Senter was announced as UTEP’s director of athetics on Nov. 22, 2017.
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Promo ends 11/30

GABY VELASQUEZ  / THE PROSPECTOR
Senior cornerback Nik Needham �nished his career as the program’s all-time leader in pass breakups with 33.

Nik Needham: The embodiment of a UTEP Miner
BY ISAIAH RAMIREZ 
The Prospector

Senior cornerback Nik Needham stepped 
foot on campus in 2014 coming from Buena 
Park, California in hopes of making an impact 
on a historically unsuccessful program.

“Freshmen year was definitely a culture 
shock. Coming from California it’s very fast-
paced, and it’s been a long road here at UTEP 
but I definitely enjoyed it,” Needham said.

Over a five-year span in which Needham 
was a Miner, the team had a cumulative re-
cord of 22-44. These past two seasons the 
Miners compiled only one win. 

Even with all these lows, Needham’s mind 
was constantly geared towards being an un-
selfish team player and making the most out 
of his senior season.

“I just embraced my senior season and 
planned on going all out for my teammates, 
and as a team, I saw we never gave up through-
out the year and we fought till the very end,” 
Needham said.

The 2017 All-Conference USA Honorable 
Mention selection was a constant workhorse 
and reliable defensive playmaker. 

Needham is the programs all-time leader 
in pass breakups (33). This season Needham 
recorded nine pass breakups for the second 
season in a row. 

“It was a big accomplishment to go down 
in UTEP history as the career pass breakup 
leader, but it’s due to my teammates as well 

and I wouldn’t be anything without them,” 
Needham said. 

Highlights came in bunches for Needham 
over his five-year career at UTEP. 

In 2017, Needham recorded a UTEP 
game-high record of five pass breakups in a 
loss against Western Kentucky, and during his 
freshman season in an overtime victory over 
rival New Mexico State he recorded seven 
tackles, one sack and one pass breakup. The 
standout corner also recorded a career-high 
nine tackles in the Miners five-overtime win 
over UTSA in 2016.

“Beating New Mexico State in overtime at 
their house was probably one of the biggest 
moments I remember and when we went five 
overtimes against UTSA,” Needham said.

“The Western Kentucky one would have 
been big to me if we won. The ones where we 
win those are the ones I count on.” 

Now that the record-breaking corner-
back’s career at UTEP is over the next step in 
his football journey is heading to the NFL. 

Needham is scheduled to participate in 
NFL pro day, where scouts will come to the 
Sun Bowl and watch the corner run drills and 
display why he deserves to be drafted. 

“Pro day is definitely in my plans and in 
two weeks I’m going to be headed home and 
get right to work,” Needham said.

Various draft projection websites have 
Needham going in the third to fifth round 
while ranking in the top 25 of the corner-
back class. With this continued respect for his 

game, Needham acknowledges there is always 
important layers and areas to enhance going 
into the league. 

“You can never be fast enough and I 
know that’s a big key that they look for in the 
NFL and still learn more about the game of 
football as well.”

Looking back on his storied career at 
UTEP, Needham is appreciative of not only 
the time spent on the field but off the field 
as well. 

“I’ve appreciated my time here in El Paso 
and I’ve made a lot of good friends and broth-
ers. My time here is something I’ll remember 
for the rest of my life.”

Isaiah Ramirez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com.

The Prospector is committed to the accuracy. 
If you think we have made an error of fact, 
e-mail the editor at theprospector1@gmail.
com.
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A new era of UTEP athletics brings excitement for the future of Miner Nation

GABY VELASQUEZ  / THE PROSPECTOR
1. Freshman guard Nigel Hawkins dunks the ball after a steal against the Northwestern State Demons. 2. Junior running back Quardraiz Wadley and graduate student linebacker A.J. Hotchkins celebrate as they score a touchdown. 3. Dana Dimel 
�nished his �rst season as head coach winning one game against Rice. 4. The Miners return to an old tradition walking out the Mine Shaft pregame. 5. Jim Senter closely watches women’s basketball as they play against NMSU in the Battle of 
I-10. 6. The Miners win their �rst D-I game of the season with head coach Rodney Terry against the Northwestern State Demons. 
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the holidays, 
the parties, 

 making responsible choices. 
Choose not to drive under the influence. 

Appoint a 
Designated

Driver

Use a 
Safe Ride

Service

Call
a Taxi

Take
the

Bus!

Enjoy

Number 12’s legacy will not be defined by career roadblock

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Senior quarterback Ryan Metz is ninth all-time in program history with 26 touchdowns.  

BY DANIEL MENDEZ
The Prospector

When senior quarterback Ryan Metz 
started the season for the Miners, he was 
hoping to write a storybook ending to his 
UTEP career. Unfortunately, as in the game 
of football, you are always one play away 
from having it all end for you.

“My journey as a Miner I mean, it’s been 
quite the journey, a long journey, to say the 
least. I’ve been here five and a half, almost 
six years, and it’s just been so memorable,” 
Metz said. “There’s a lot of memories that 
I’ll have, not just for the next 10 years but 

for the rest of my life and it’s just been a 
great honor to be able to wear the orange 
and blue.”

This season against Louisiana Tech, 
what looked like a simple quarterback 
run the Miners ran all season turned into 
Metz’s last ever possession for the Miners. 
The fifth-year senior suffered his fifth con-
cussion, dating back to his Andress High 
School football days. This would be the 
worst one yet as Metz would retire from in-
tercollegiate athletics.

“Throughout life you’re always going 
to encounter some obstacles and I think 
no matter what, I had fun... it wasn’t what 

I had in mind but, I mean, just being able to 
still share the �eld with my teammates, play for 
these coaches  and create memories on and o� 
the �eld,” Metz said. 

But the dream of playing under center in 
the NFL is still there and that’s what Metz will 
do when he participates in UTEP’s pro day. 

Metz is going to use pro day to his advan-
tage despite the health concerns surrounding 
him and intends on delivering a determined 
performance this upcoming pro day. 

“I feel even though I stepped away from 
playing quarterback at the college level I still 
have aspirations to play in the NFL,” Metz said. 
“I see it as I don’t think there’s going to be a 
whole lot of teams that are gonna look at me 
because of my history with concussions, but 
why not give it a shot. Never know what can 
happen, never know what doors may open and 
I’m going to take that opportunity to do that 
on pro day.” 

If Metz doesn’t get the attention of NFL 
scouts, he has plans lined up to join the UTEP 
football sta� as a graduate assistant coach. 

“He’s just been a positive part of what we’re 
doing,” said head coach Dana Dimel. “He’s 
been so supportive. He worked his tail o� and 
been a leader since the very day that he got 
here and he’s meant so much to this program. 
He’s got all the intangibles to be a really good 
coach moving forward.” 

“I want to be around football as long as 
possible. I want to be around this team and 
that’s what I plan on doing,” Metz added.

Number 12’s debut has to rank as one of the 
more notable moments in program history—
Metz came o� the bench for his �rst taste of 
NCAA action as a redshirt freshman in 2015 
and rallied UTEP to a come from behind win 
in overtime at New Mexico State, throwing two 
touchdowns in the victory.

During the season, Metz had a career night 
against North Texas. �at night, Metz had a 
total of three touchdowns throwing a total of 
313 yards, the �rst time ever since quarterback 
Jameill Showers did it in 2013. 

“It’s huge, I mean especially being a 
hometown kid,” Metz said. “Having come to 
the games when I was little seeing Jordan 
Palmer, Trevor Vittatoe kind of light up the 
scoreboard and getting that opportunity to 
not necessarily wear the same uniform, uni-
forms kind of changed over the years but to 
get to be a Miner, that’s been such a such a 
great honor, one that I hope I made El Paso 
proud.”

Metz finished his career with 26 touch-
downs, ranking him ninth all-time in pro-
gram history, and 22 interceptions. He 
threw 3,488 yards and finished his career 
with four rushing touchdowns. 

Daniel Mendez may be reached at theprospector1@gmail.com
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