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in terv jew wi th  Mr.  Paul  Berry  and Mr.  Sonny Yates of  the Sun Carn iva l
Assoc iat ion.  In terv iewing are 0scar  Mar t inez and Rhonda Har tman of  the
Ins t i tu te  o f  0ra l  H is tory  a t  U.  T .  E l  Paso.  January  29,1976.

M:  Mr .  Be r ry ,  how long  have  you  been  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  Sun  Carn i va l?

B :  S ince  I  948 .

M:  How d id  you  ge t  i nvo l ved?

B:  We l1 ,  a  f r i end  o f  m ine  by  the  name o f  Pappy  Hoy t  was  the  pa rade

coord inator .  I  had known h im for  years.  I  went  to  h im one day and

asked  i f  I  cou ld  he lp  and  i f  he  cou ld  f i nd  a  j ob  f o r  me ;  so  he  pu t

me  to  work  and  I  have  been  w i th  h im  eve r  s ince .

M:  Was  tha t  a  fu l l  t ime  job  back  then?

B :  No ,  i t  was  k i nd  o f  a  hobby ,  l i ke ' i t ' i s  now ;  vo lun tee r  wo rk .

M:  When  d id  the  Sun  Carn i va l  beg in  the  p rac t i ce  o f  hav ing  a  fu l l  t ime

of f i  ce?

B :  I  be l i eve  when  i t  was  f i r s t  o rgan ized ,  abou t  40  yea rs  ago .

M :  You ' ve  a lways  had  a  f u l l  t ime  o f f i ce ,  t hen?

Yes.  I t  was  one d i rec to r  and a  secre tary  fo r  about  28  years  and then

i t  expanded to  i t s  p resent  s ta tus  o f  one fu l l  t jme d i rec to r  and th ree

fu l l  t ' ime  back  up  peop le  I  be l ieve  in  1963 ;  ' 63  o r '64 .  Now o f  course ,

Mr .  Ber ry  j sn ' t  w ' i th  our  o f f i ce ;  he  i s  jus t  one  o f  the  vo lun teers .

M:  0h ,  you ' re  no t  work ing  fu l l  t ime  now?

B :  Some t imes  my  o f f i ce  t h i nks  I  am,  bu t . . .  ( l augh te r ) .

M :  D id  you  eve r  work  fu l l  t ime?

B :  No .

M:  You  have  a lways  been  a  vo lun tee r?

B :  Yes  ,  s i  r .

M :  I n  wha t  capac i t i es  have  you  been  invo l ved  du r ing  these  yea rs  tha t  you

have vo l  unteered?
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I ' ve  been around fo r  about  27  years ,  The f i rs t  18  years  I  was

invo lved w i th  hand l ing  the  bands on  the  day  o f  the  panade.  I  was  k ind

of  a  leader ,  ge t t ing  the  bands in  the i r  pos i t ion  a t  the  parade.  Then

about ten years ago I  became a parade coordinator.  I  took over the

job from Pappy Hoyt at  that  t ime. He had been the parade coordinator

f rom i ts  incept ion  in  
. |937,  

I  be l  ieve ,

Were you here when the parade f i rst  started?

Yes,  I  am a  na t ive  E l  Pasoan,

Do you remember the parade in those days?

Sure .  I  used to  go  New Year rs  day  l i ke  most  everybody e lse  d id ,  when

I  was  a  k id .  0 f  course ,  I  m issed  i t ' i n  t4 l  to  r45  because  o f  the  war .

I  be l ieve  they  s t i l l  had  the  parades  even dur ing  the  war  years ,

What do you remember about the parade in those years,  compared to what

we have today?

. I  th ink  i t  was  made up pre t ty  much the  same as  j t  i s  todayr  by  f loa ts

and bands and march ing  un i ts ;  i t  hasnr t  changed much in  the  years .

The on ly  th ing  is  tha t  the  f loa ts  have go t ten  b igger  and pre t t ie r .

There  are  more  bands f rom out  o f  town;  b igger  bands ;  the  march ing  un i ts

ar "e  b igger "  and be t te r  dnessed and be t te r  d r i l l ed  in  schoo l '  I t rs  no t

because I  have anything to do with i t ,  but  i t rs a better parade today

( in  the  fo rm o f  beauty  and s ize)  than i t  was ,  le t rs  say ,  30  years  ago.

We used to have bands that came from out of  town that might have had

20,25 members.  Now, we try to hold i t  to bands that have 
. l00 

members

or  more ,  jus t  to  add to  the  spec tac le  o f  the  th ing .

In the ear ly days, about how long would i t  take the parade to pass any

g iven po ' in t  on  the  parade rou te ,  and how long does  i t  take  now?

M:

B:

M:

B:
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In the ear ' ly  years that  I  was working on i t ,  i t  would take somewhere

in the neighborhood of  an hour and a hal f  to two hours for  the parade

to pass any given point .  Thatrs pret ty much what we try to hold to

now. But in those days we had automobi les that  were under the f loats

that they just  cut  the bodies of f  of .  l , ' le had clutch problems, heat ing

prob lems on the  eng ine l  mechan ica l  p rob lems were  w i th  us  every  year .

We had gotten down to the point  where we would put in certain rules

and regu la t ions  about  what  cou ld  be  in  the  parade,  Equ ipment -w ise '  we

check  i t  be t te r  than we d id  in  those days .  Th is  las t  New Yeanrs

parade went  by  in  about  an  hour  and 45  minu tes .  I t  had l l7  un ' i t s  in

i t  and we d idnr t  have one break  downl  we d idn ' t  pu t  a  wrecker  on  one

f loa t  th is  year ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  weather  and every th ing  e lse  ,  I  can

remember back jn therrgood o1d days'r  when somet ' imes we had eight or

ten  f loa ts  on  wreckers .  Th is  wou ld  a ' lways  s low up the  panade,  bu t

peop l  e  donr t  seem to  I  eave;  peop l  e  I  i  ke  parades  .

Two years  ago (New Year rs  t74)  there  was a  ser ious  acc ident  on  the

parade route,  A motorcycle team from Judrez was involved in th is and

a ch i ld  was k i l led .  I  remember  read ing  about  the  th rea t  o f  a  su i . t .  I

I  ef t  town and I  never knew what happened.

Welve  had law su ' i t s ,  and to  my knowledge none o f  them have been se t t led ,

What  the  ou tcome o f  i t  w ' i l l  be ,  we w ' i l l  have to  wa j t  to  see.  A t  th is

po in t  the  ve rd ic t  j s  no t  in ,  I t  was  a  se r ious  acc iden t ,  We 'd  Jus t

as  soon go  back  and ne-do tha t  one,  bu t  un for tunate ly  we cdhr t ,

Was there any change in pol icy regarding motorcycles t ln the parade or

t r i cks  o f  tha t  sor t?
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There  was no  change in  po ' l i cy  because the  po l i cy  tha t  we had was good;

but somewhere there was a s l ip up. But we did not change our safety

regu' lat ions any at  a l l ,  because they were good for 35 years and we

had no t  had any  sen ious  acc idents .

Le t  me in te r rup t  you .  I  was  up  in  S t .  Lou is ,  M issour i ,  two weeks  ago

for  the  annua l  meet ing  o f  a ' l ' l  the  fes t i va ls  and bow' ls ,  dur ing  wh ich

t ime the  d iscuss ion  about  parades  and the i r  sa fe ty  came up,  I  was

qu izzed very  heav i l y  by  o ther  fes t i va l  parades ,  even the  Rose Parade;

and tha t  gave me a  lo t  o f  sa t is fac t ion ,  to  be  ab le  to  supp ly  some

answers.  0f  course I  wasnrt  here two years ago, but I  was informed

on i t "  I  rea l i zed  tha t  a l l  parades  have the  same prob lems and you do

the best you can. As they said,  we had been through an exper ience

that most of  them had not;  but  yet  they could not do anything more

than they  are  a l ready  do ing  to  p revent  i t "

Every th ing  tha t  goes  in to  the  parade are  vo lun teers .  I t rs  l i ke  Sonny

says ,  a t  th is  por 'n t  there  is  Sonny and th ree  g i r l s ;  and they  are  the

on ly  pa id  peop le  in  th is  who le  o rgan iza t ion ,  o f  some 900 to  a  thousand

peop l  e .

Who f inances  the  opera t ion  o f  th is  o f f i ce?

I t rs  th rough i t s  events ,  p lus  a  membersh ip  in  the  Sons o f  the  Sun,

wh ich  you might  have heard  about .  I t rs  a  non*pro f i t  o rgan iza t t lon  and

i ts  annua l  repor t  i s  open to  the  pub ' l i c .  Wer re  jus t  coming up  on  the

annual  neport  for  th is past year!  The f jnanc' ing comes from the events

f rom the  Sons o f  the  Sun membersh ip ,  I t l s  rea l l y  no t  a  donat ion  l i ke

the  Hear t  Fund or  whateven,  bu t  i t  keeps  the  Sun Carn iva l  on  a 'cer ta in

level .  They do get benef i ts f rom becoming member"s of  Sons of  the Sun;

BI
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i t ' s  no t  l i ke  a  d i rec t  dona t ion ,  So ,  th rough  i t s  even ts r  th rough

interest  and bank payments, ' investments,  that  is  how the Sun Carn' ival

' i s  f inanced.  (For  example) ,  the  Sun Bowl  foo tba l l  gameo the  basketba l l

tournament,  the coronat ion and to a degree a go' l f  tournament,  together

w i th  the  Sons o f  the  Sun,  a re  the  main  f inanc ia l  par ts  o f  the

assoc ia t ion .  In  the  foo tba l l  game,  th is  year  we made the  h ighes t

gross rece' ipts ever in history of  the Sun Bowl in 41 yearsi  around

$370,000.  But  about  $341,000 o f  tha t  went  to  d i rec t  expense fo r  the

game' i t se l f :  the  payment  o f  the  teams,  the  o f f i c ia ls ,  the  ha l f  t i rne '

and so  fo r th .  That rs  the  way i t  shou ld  be ,  I f  there  is  any  le f t  over '

then i t rs  to  make the  event  b igger  and be t te r  fo r  the  c i ty ,  because

tha t rs  where  we ge t  our  recogn i t ion  f rom.

The sal  e of  pr .ograms, advert i  s i  ng i  n programs ,  that  a l  l  bt" ' ings i  n

money.

Look ' ing  a t  ' i t  h is to r ica l l y ,  has  the  Sun Carn iva l  been an  opera t ion

tha t  comes ou t  usua l ly  in  the  b lack?

h le  a re  in  the  b lack  now,  bu t  over  the  years  i t rs  g ive-and- take ,

Some years  you lose  some,  nex t  year  you make a  l i t t le  b i t ,  0vera11,

werve made some. That has been put back into a fund to underwri te any

of the events that  are completely w' iped out.

For  example ,  i f  a  foo tba l l  teamrs  a i rp lane c rashed [heayen fo rb id )  en

rou te  to  the  Sun Bowl  and you cou ldnr t  have the  gamer .Vourd  s t t i l l

have to qeet youn guarantee payments to those universi t iesn even though

you didnrt  have a bow' l  game.

You might  no t  se1 ' l  qny  t i cke ts r  Le t rs  say  tha t  i t  snowed fo r  ten
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straight days and the teams come' in here and nobody goes out to the

game;  wetd  
' lose ,  

$40,000,  $50,000.  So we have a  fund tha t  wou ' ld

cover  tha t .  Basr 'ca1 ly ,  what  every  Pres ident  t r ies  to  do  is  to  b reak

even;  tha t rs  h is  goa l :  no t  to  make any th ing  and no t  to  go  in  the

ho le .  I t  l ooks  l i ke  las t  year  they  los t  $850 .

We have a new report .  l^ le 've got some interest  on some bank notes,

and  i t  l ooks  l i ke  i t  m igh t  make  up  abou t  $600 .

We cons ider  tha t  a  success ,  a  t remendous success .

I  wonder i f  you can give me an est imate of  how many people have

watched the parade over the years,  and how has i t  changed going back

to  the  beg inn ings  ?

I t rs pret ty hard to say,  Letts take an average year when the weather

i s  good  and ' i t r s  on  the  r igh t  day .  We lve  pnobab ly  nun  f rom a  low in

the  las t  e igh t  o r  n ine  years  o f  say  50 ,000 peop le  up  to  a lmost  200 '000

people on the parade route.  Nown I  would say that we probab' ly now

are averaging somewhere in the neighborhood of  
. |40,000 peop' le '  How

we ar r i ve  a t  tha t  i s  tha t  las t  New Year rs  Day we drove down tha t

parade route and we took a representat ive block,  l r le count the people

deep;  we to ta l  up  the  number  o f  peop le  in  the  l ine  and we mul t ip ' l y  by

six or.  ten (accor.ding to the number of  people deep),  Then we know how

many parade b locks  there  are  jn  the  parade,  and we rnu l t ' i p1y  tha t ;  and

we come up w i th  an  es t imate .  I t rs  rea l  hard  to  come up w i th  an

accurate one because there are so many houses on Montana Street.  I f

you  rea l l y  s top  and ge t  ou t  and 1ook ,  you  see no th ing  bu t  faces  in

the  w indows when i ' t r s  co ld .  Las t  year  we sa id  there  were  
' |001000

peop le ;  some o f  the  newspaPers  sa id  80 ,000.  These peop le  haVe made

th is  a  n i tua l .  They  open up  the i r  houses  fo r  New Year ls  par t ies  and

B;

M:

B:
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jus t  have peop le  come in ,  and they  have co f fee  and maybe cock ta i l s ,

and they view the parade from the front porch or even from thein

windows;  maybe f rom up on  the  ba lcon ies .

So one t ime a year the property along Montana Street becomes valuable,

Could you tel l  us what the di f ference is between the Execut ive Commit tee

of  the  Sun Carn iva l  Assoc ia t ion  and the  D i rec tors?

Under  the  o ld  sys temn the  Execut ive  Commi t tee  was a  Pres ' iden t ,  Execut ive

V jce-Pres ident ,  Secnetary -Treasurer ,  and the  D i rec tor .  That  was  the

inner  c i rc le .  Under  tha t  we had var ious  numbers  (as  h igh  as  18)  o f

V ice-Pres idents ,  and each V jce-Pres ident  had one o f  the  Sun Carn iva l

events  under  h im.  Then under  tha t  we had the  D i rec tors .  Each serv ice

c lub  was  a l lowed I  be l ieve  a  V ice -Pres iden t  and  four  D i rec to rs .  Bu t

that has been changed, and now we are under a new system.

How long was that system in operat ion?

37 years .

When was i t  changed?

Jus t  th is  pas t  October .

Accord' ing to the programs where they have pictures and the Execut ive

Commi t tee  is  l i s ted ,  be fore  
. |970 

there  were  about  l7  on  the  Commi t tee

every year,  and then there were less af ter  1970.

B:  I t  was  pr "obab ly  jus t  a  fa i lu re to  l i s t  them,  There  were  17  las t  year .

You see,  you have the  V ice-Pres idents  and they  were  no t  rea l1y  on  the

Execut ive  Commi t tee .  The f ina l  dec is ' ions  were  made by  these f i ve

peop le .  They  ru led  on  what  those V ice-Pres idents  were  do ing .  The

who le  board  d idnr t  vo te  on  every th ing ;  they  cou ld  never  have go t ten

them together for  a vote.  So they had the Execut ive Commit tee.

B :
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You mean there was just a total absence from 1969 to 7970? Somebody

wasn ' t  do ing  the i r  p rogram r igh t .

S ince  1970 there  have on ly  been th ree  or  four  p ic tu res .

l ' l e l l ,  the  p ic tu res  appear  wherever  the  event  i s  l i s ted .  They ' re  no t

p ic tu red  on  the  same page,  bu t  they  are  l i s ted .  I t  has  a lways  been the

same up un t i l  th is  year .

Let me g' ive you a l ' i t t le background on the Sun Carnjval  .  l lJe can only go

back  to  ' 6L - '62  w i th  th i s  wh ich  i s  16  years .  l ^ le  los t  $8 ,185  in  ' 61 - '62 ,

wh ich  means  December  o f '61 .  l , r l e  p ro f i t ted  $1 ,376  in  ' 62 - '63 .  We los t

$23 ,589  in  ' 63 - '64 .  In '65 - '66  we  p ro f i t ted  $19 ,479 : '  i n  ' 66 - '67  a  p ro f i t

o f  $8 ,425 ;  in  ' 67 - '68  a  p ro f i t  o f  $ t2 ,184 .  In  ' 68 - '69  we  los t  $ tZZ .  In

'69 -170  a  loss  o f  $7 ,778 ;  in '70 - '7L  a  p ro f i t  o f  $33 ,328 ;  in  ' 7 I - ' 72  a

pro f i t  o f  $14 ,  603 ;  in  ' 72 - '73  a  p ro f i t  o f  $30 ,702 ;  in '73 - '74  a  p ro f i t

o f$6 j293 , ;  i n  ' 74 - '75  a  loss  o f  $0 ,357 .  Bu t  wha t  i s  no t  re f lec ted  jn

th is  j s  tha t ' in  the  las t  two years  we have gone up ' in  guarantee  payments

to the footbal l  teams a total  of  $100,000. l^ le have to do that to be

in  compet i t ion  w i th  o ther  bowl  games.

What  i s  the  impact  o f  the  Sun Carn iva l  ac t i v i t ies  and the  Sun Bowl  on

El Paso economical  1y?

l , r le  l i ke  to  ta lk  about  tha t .  We rea11y have th ree  reasons  fo r  be ing  here .

One is  fo r  the  en joyment  o f  the  peop le  o f  E l  Paso.  Number  two ' i s  the

impact that  we make on the economy of  E1 Paso and the nat ionwjde

pubf ic i t y  tha t  we ge t  f rom i t .  The image tha t  we pro iec t  to  peop ' le

ac ross  the  coun t ry ' i s  the  th j rd . r  Now,  le t ' s  take  th is  yearn  fo r

ins tance.  From Kansas  and P j t tsburgh,  we had rough ly  5 ,000 peop le

that came down here and stayed anywhere from one to f ive days. The

foo tba l l  teams came in  on  Saturday  and le f t  on  the  fo l low ing  Sunday,

H:

B :
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so they  were  here  e igh t  o r  n ine  days .  The te lev is ion  aud ience Was

probab ly  30  to  35  mi l l ion  peop le  across  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  | l |e  go t  a

real  good p' lug f rom the TV announcers on this.

I f  the Tour ism Convent ion Center had bought that  tour ism spot at  the

beg inn ing  (o f  the  Sun Bowl  game)  about  the  County  o f  E l  Paso,  i t

wou ld  have cos t  c lose  to  $275,000 fo r  tha t  7O-second spot ,

What was the spot about?

I t  was  about  the  a t t rac t ions .  I t  showed,  o f  course ,  San E l izar io .

Las t  year  i t  showed 0 ld  Mes i l la ,  wh ich  is  ac tua l l y  in  New Mex ico ,

and tha t  made some o f  the  E l  Paso peop le  a  l i t t le  upset .  But

nonethe less  i t  showed a  l i t t le  o f  For t  B l i ss ,  i t  showed an aer ia l

sho t  o f  the  c i ty  and Judrez ,  the  border ; ' i t  showed the  R io  Grande.

I f  they had bought th is,  they would have been out a lot  of  money;

but yet  because we had a Sun Bowl game here,  E1 Paso got a nat ional

torr ism spot that  went out to 287 televis ion stat ions.

Another  th ing  is  tha t  the  parade is  no t  a  to ta l  loss ,  e i ther .  I t ' s

the  on ly  rea l l y  ma ior  func t ion  in  the  Sun Carn iva l  tha t  i s  f ree .

Tha t r  s  r i  gh t .

I t ' s  f ree  to  everybody.  Th is  year  we brought  in  about  
. | ,450  

band

members o and they stayed anywhere from one to three days. We've

ca lcu la ted  tha t  fhey  sDent  somewhere  ih  the  he iqhborhood o f  about

$ . |00 ,000 here .  I f  you  take  th is  and tu rn  j t  e igh t  t imes,  i t  genera ted

some $800,000 wor th  o f  bus iness  in  E l  Paso and Judrez .  I t ' s  normal ly

a dead t ime; between Christmas and New Year 's,  the economy ( the

tour i s t  bus iness)  i s  n i l .  Our  res tauran ts  a re  s low,  our  mote ls  and

hote ls  a re  s low,  the  tour is t  bus iness  in to  Judrez  is  s low.  We p ick

i t  back  up  w i th  the  peop le  jn  here ,  so  th is  i s  the  rea l  p lus  asset

o f  the  Sun  Carn iva l .
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Judrez  benef i t s  a  g rea t  dea l  f rom th is ,  too .  A I I  the  tour is ts  w ind

up over there.  That 's one of  the big at t ract ions for  people f rom out

of  town. What do they put into the Sun Carnival  to help out?

I f  I  can ,  le t  me go back  a  l i t t le  b i t  to  what  I  remember  o f  the  Sun

Parade.  For  ins tance,  years  ago th is  s ta r ted  ou t  as  a  c iv ic  venture .

They  went  to  c i v i c  c lubs  ( fo r  he lp ) ,  and  i t ' s  s t i l l  t ha t  way  today .

I f  i t  wasn ' t  fo r  c i v i c  c lubs ,  we  wou ldn ' t  be  ab le  to  pu t  on  the  Sun

Carn ' i va l  ,  because bas ica l l y  they  supp ly  manpower .  When you ' re  an  a l l -

vo lun teer  o rgan iza t ion ,  Vou 've  go t  to  ge t  the  manpower  f rom someplace,

and i t  comes f rom these c jv ic  c lubs .  In  the  o ld  days ,  the  Ch inese

communi ty  here  in  E l  Paso,  fo r  ins tance,  wou ld  have a  b ig  f loa t .  The

Japanese communi ty  had a  b ig  f loa t ;  the  L . r ions  C lubs ,  the  Rotary  C lubs '

the  K iwan is  C lubs  had f loa ts .  Judrez  had a  f loa t  in  those days .  The

Mexican or Spanish community had a f loat .  Some of them were commer-

c ia11y  bu i l t ,  some o f  them were  bu i l t  by  themse lves  or  th rough the i r

own organ iza t ion .  Dur ing  the  wor ld  war ,  the  Ch inese and the  Japanese

fe l l  by  the  way s ide .  In  the  o ld  days ,  the  H i l ton  Hote l ,  the  Cor tez

Hote l ,  The  Whi te  House ,  The  Popu la r ,  peop le  l i ke  tha t  had  f loa ts ;

they were smal l  but  they were wel l  done. Judrez had a f loat  unt i l

about  1955,  and then i t  d ropped by  the  way s ide .  I ' ve  spent  about

f ive years in Judrez t ry ing to get them to come back and put another

f loa t  in  the  parade,  bu t  I ' ve  no t  been success fu l  I  have had access

to  the  Mayor  in  Judrez  and I  cou ldn ' t  have been t rea ted  be t te r .  He 's

even appo in ted  peop le  and we 've  met  w i th  those peop le  and we say :

"Th is  guy  is  go ing  to  ge t  i t  done. "  But  i t  has  ius t  never  come

through.  I  don ' t  know why;  I  can ' t  answer  why they  don ' t .
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Do you have any ' impression of  what the problem is?

No,  I  don ' t .  I  rea l ] y  don ' t .  As  I  sa id ,  I ' ve  been  over  the re  and

cou ldn ' t  have been t rea ted  n icer .  I ' ve  been in  the  Mayor 's  o f f i ce

and talked to the Mayor;  we have gone out to dinner in the evening

and I  have been promised that we are going to get i t  done. Qne year

he appo in ted  a  lawyer  over  there  and sa id ,  "Th is  guy  is  a  rea l  go-

ge t te r ,  and  he ' l l  ge t  the  iob  done .  A l l  I ' ve  go t  to  do  i s  te l l  h im

to  do  i t .  He ' l l  go  to  the  r igh t  peop le .  The money w i l l  be  fo r thcoming.

You ' re  go ing  to  ge t  a  f l oa t . "  We haven ' t  seen  i t  ye t .

I 'm puzz ' led  why they  cou ldn ' t  come th rough w i th  one f loa t .

I  know.  I 'm go ing  to  make an  a t templ th is  year  th rough Sta te  Nat iona l

Bank to go over there and have a ser ies of  meet ings and see what we

can do ;  no t  on ly  fo r  tha t .  Las t  year ,  one th ing  sur faced ou ts ide  o f

the parade area. Concerning our Golf  Tournament,  there has been an

over tu re  made tha t  they 'd  l ' i ke  to  ge t  the  Co l lege A ' l l -S tars  tha t  we

br ing in f rom al l  over the natfon and take them over to Judrez for  a

one-day exhibi t ion at  the Judrez Country Club. We made the amangements

th rough Mr .  Jordan a t  the  Sta te  Nat iona l  Bank .  Wel l '  then  we came up

on a  ru le  by  the  NCAA the  Nat iona l  Co l leg ia te  A th le t i c  Assoc ia t ion  in

Kansas  C i ty ,  wh ich ,  by  the  way,  governs  a l l  the  spor ts  ac t i v i t jes  in

the  Sun Carn iva l .  (They  sa id  tha t )  we cou ldn ' t  take  the  A l l -S tars

outside the country,  even though E1 Paso and Ju6rez are very c lose'

They  cou ldn ' t  p lay  an  o f f i c ia l ,  sanc t ioned event  ou ts jde  o f  the

country.  However,  in December i t  was changed. They voted and they

al lowed a delegat ion of  e ' ight  p ' layers and two coaches to go to Japan

for  the  f j rs t  t jme ever  in  in te rna t iona l  compet i t ion  among go l fe rs .
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There  have been baseba l l  and foo tba l  exh ib i t ion  games p layed in  Japan,

Ch ina ,  and so  fo r th ;  bu t  those have been under  sponsorsh ips  in  the

off-season; no regular scheduled events.  Now that they have made

that breakthrough, we are go' ing back to go over i t  again.  I f  they

wou ld  l i ke ,  we are  go ' ing  to  t ry  to  ho ld  a  one-day ' l8 -ho le  exh ib i t ion

over there,  now that our problems have been solved by the nat ional

o rgan i  za t ion .

For  years  and years  we 've  a ' lways  t r ied  (and I  th ink  we 've  been

successful  in most instances) to have a marching un' i t  or  a band from

Mdx ico ,  because o f  our  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  M6x ico .  They ' re  a  c rowd

p leaser .  The peop le  rea l l y  l i ke  them.  They  ge t  a  good hand;  they

are wel l  received. l^ le never had trouble on that issue. This year we

had the band from the Tecnol6gica in Judrez.  We've had them from

Chihuahua.  We had a  v is i t ing  queen th is  year  f rom Par ra l ;  she  was

here for the coronat ion and the parade. The two ci t ies are c lose' ly

t ied  together ,  and in  my op jn ion  i t ' s  a  shame tha t  we don ' t  ge t  more

f ro rn  Judrez ;  bu t  I  sure  don ' t  know how to  do  i t .

Is i t  a problem of lack of  coordinat ion of  the government and pr ivate

bus iness  down there?  I t  doesn ' t  seem tha t  b ig  o f  a  dea l  to  pu t  a

f loat  together.

I  don ' t  know.  I t ' s  unbe l  ievab l  e  what  has  happened.

I 'd  l i ke  to  ge t  in to  the  area  o f  Rhonda 's  research  now.  She emphas ized

Mex ican Amer ican par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  Sun Carn iva l ,  and she came up

wi th  var ious  tab les .  For  example ,  dur ing  the  35  years  be fore  the

change o f  p rocedure  in  se lec t ing  the  Sun Queen in  
. |970,  

no  Mex ican

Amer icans  were  chosen as  Sun Queen;  bu t  in  the  las t  s ix  years  s jnce

the change, there have been two. What was the reason for the absence
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of Mexican American queens before 1970?

Bas ica l ' l y ,  I  th ink ' i t  was  money.  Pr io r  to  the  change,  the  Sun Queens '

parents had to f inance everything. I t  would cost  them (and I  on' ly

get th is f rom hearsay) somewhere in the neighborhood of  $. I5,000 for

the i r  daughter  to  be  queen.  I 'm no t  re fe r r ing  to  any  one o f  the

queens because I 'd  be  s tepp ' ing  on  somebodys '  toesn bu t  we d idn ' t

a lways have a representat ive person. But i t  was money. I t  was a

case of  where the Directors would take names, and they wou' ld ta lk to

the peop' le and frankly say,  "Do you have the money i f  your daughter

is  chosen?"  And i f  they  sa id ,  "No,  we can ' t  a f fo rd  i t , "  o r  "h le  a re

not  go ing  to  pu t  up  $ . |5 ,000, "  then her  name was dropped.

I t ' s  ha rd  fo r  me to  be l ieve ,  bu t  he 's  r igh t .  I ' ve  done  some

i nvest j  gat i  ng ' i  n that  area and he'  s r i  ght .

Wou ld  thesepeop le  wr i te  ou t  a  check  to r  $15,000,  o r  wou ld  they  pay  in

other forms?

They d idn ' t  make the  money ou t  to  the  Sun Carn iva l ,  bu t  they  had to

host a bal l  at  the Country Club, and they paid for i t .  They paid for

a l l  o f  her  gowns,  a l l  o f  her  p ic tu res ,  a1 ' l  o f  her  t ranspor ta t ion ,

represent ing  the  c i ty ;  every th ing .

bJe  pay  fo r  a l l  the  queen 's  t r ips  and so  fo r th  ou t  o f  our  account  now.

S ince  I  970?

Yes.  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was  changed,  and each women 's  o rgan iza t ion

sponsors  one g i r1 .  That  cos ts  them $325.  Then tha t  money is  taken

f rom 18 g i r ' l s ,  and tha t ' s  what  pu ts  on  these th ings .  So '  now anybody
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Mexican Amer ican queens dur ing  a l l  those years ,  tha t  you  can reca l l?

B:  I f  they  d id ,  I  was  no t  aware  o f  i t .  I ' v  been around i t  fo r  a  long

t ime.  I 'm sure  tha t  there  probab ly  was some.

In ta l  k ing to members of  LULAC (and I  am not a member of  any organiza-

t ion  jn  town,  bu t  I  have met  some) ,  I  no t iced  tha t  fee l ings  run  deep

about th is issue when they think back on what they interpret  to be

exc lus ion  o f  Mex ican Amer icans  in  the  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  th is  event .  I

wonder i f  these feel ings have been kept among themselves, or i f  they

have been a i red  to  the  organ iza t ' ion  in  the  pas t?

I 've been here not even two years,  and I  haven' t  received any. 0f

course, Debbie Finger was queen the year I  came in,  and then came

Mar ta  Sa las-Pomas;  so  I  haven ' t  heard  any  a t  a1 '1  .  The LULACS,  the

women 's  commi t tee ,  i s  one o f  the  sponsor ing  groups  o f  the  pr incesses .

You have to  keep in  mind  one th ing :  th is  j s  a  vo lun teer  o rgan iza t ion .

In  my 27  years  (w i th  the  Sun Carn iva l  Assoc ia t ion) ,  I  do  no t  know o f

anybody that has been excluded that wanted to work.  I f  a person

came up and said he wanted to work,  he was g' iven a job someplace.

Now,  I  th ink  I  can  ta lk  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  the  LULACs.  I ' ve  been

down tha t  road,  and they 've  had the j r  p rob lems jus t  l i ke  everybody

e lse  has .  I ' ve  been in  many meet ings  w i th  Mrs .  Acos ta  in  a  commi t tee

tha t  wanted  to  do  th ings .  You can go  ta ' l k  to  Mrs .  Acos ta ,  and aga in

when f t  came down to them doing their  end of  i t ,  nothing was forthcoming.

Now,  we d idn ' t  exc lude them because they  d idn ' t ;  they  had prob lems.

Th is  o rgan iza t ion  can ' t  a f fo rd  to  exc lude anybody.  We take  i t  w i th

a  gra in  o f  sa l t  and go  on  to  the  nex t  year  and t ry  aga in .  I ' l l  te l l

you  a  s to ry  about  the  LULACs and the  Char ro  o rgan iza t ions ,  ta lk ing
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about cooperat ion f rom government agencies,  for  instance. Mrs.  Acosta

was connected  w i th  one o f  the  Char ro  o rgan iza t ionsn and the i r  horses

were  in  Judrez .  There  is  a  quarant ine  on  l i ves tock  coming in to  the

Uni ted  Sta tes ;  tha t ' s  a  federa l  law.  They  have to  be  pu t  in to

quarant ' ine for  three days. I  personal ' ly  made the cal l  to a doctor

fr iend of  mine from the Department of  Agr icul turewho was at  Presidio

and sa id ,  "Look ,  they  can ' t  have the i r  horses  in  quarant ine  fo r  th ree

days .  What  can  we do?"  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  no t  much .  Tha t ' s  a  t ime  o f

the  year  when i t  cos ts  us  over t ime. "  I  sa id ,  "We 've  go t  a  parade to

put  on ,  and i t ' s  go ing  to  be  exc i t ing  because o f  the  men and women

and the  cos tumes and the  horses .  We rea1 ly  need them."  He sa id ,

" I ' l l  t e1 l  you  what .  I ' l l  t a l k  to  some o f  the  peop le  and  I ' l l  ca l l

you  back . "  He ca l led  back  and sa id ,  "They  won ' t  have to  pu t  them in

quarant ine .  We ' l l  come to  E l  Paso and we ' l l  check  the  horses ,  watch

them, and then they can cross the border that  morning."  That morning,

the  horses  werenr t  there .  The man came f rom Pres id io ,  had h is  hea l th

inspectors here;  they were ready to look at  them. They were in the

program,  bu t  they  weren ' t  in  the  parade.  I  s t i l l  have no  hard  fee l ings .

Maybe they had some problems that I  don' t  know about.  l^ lhen these

th ings  s ta r t  c ropp ing  up ,  there  are  lo ts  o f  th ings  tha t  have no t  been

to ld  on  bo th  s ides  o f  the  fence.  Maybe we are  a t  fau l t  fo r  no t  go ing

and ask ing  them,  bu t  I  am a  vo lun teer .  I ' ve  go t  a l l  I  can  do  to  make

a l i v ing  and come here  and spend some t ime,  so  I  canr t  go  and ask  fo r

th is  and then dr ive  them.  For  jns tance,  when I  was  parade coord inador

I  guess  I  had 60  or  70  leaders  under  me tha t  d id  someth ing  in  the

parade,  who were  ac tua l l y  respons ib le ,  and they  had peop le  under  them.
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This th ing worked down to where we had about 400 people working on

the parade, in one of  the parades, and some 4000 people out there.

These people volunteered year af ter  year,  and they searched me out,  I

don ' t  go  look  fo r  them.  I ' ve  gone to  serv ice  c lubs ,  I  have gone to

L fons '  c lubs  tha t  a re  p redominant ly  Mex ican Amer ican and sa id ,  " I f

you  want  to  work ,  come see us .  We ' l l  take  you.  There 's  lo ts  o f  jobs

open;  you can do  any th ing . "  I  don ' t  know where  the  fau l t  i s .

Some people have the feel ing that the method of  queen select ion

before 
. |970 

was a conscious or unconscious at tempt to a s igni f icant

degree on the part  of  someone to el iminate part ic ipat ion of  Mexican

American gir1s.  Some people do have that feel ing.  Do you have any

comments about that?

Wel1 ,  we were  ta lk ing  about  the  cos t  invo lved.

Yes.  Charg ing  money,  knowing tha t  there  is  very  l i t t le  money in  the

Mexican American community.

But  see,  a t  tha t  t ime the  Sun Carn iva l  was  no t  in  a  f jnanc ia l  pos i t ion

to have taken over a coronat ion as we do today. Even though we st i l l

charge the  women 's  o rgan iza t ions  fo r  the i r  par t i c ipa t ion  in  send ing

a g i r l ,  there  was no  invo lvement  w i th  the  Sun Carn iva l  p ick ing  up  the

tab, so to speak; for  taking the burden. I t  had to come from the

ind iv idua l .  Now I ' ve  on ly  been here  two years  bu t  tha t rs  the  course

of  h is to ry  tha t  has  happened up  t i l l  now.  I t ' s  ius t  the  fac t  tha t

be fore  you run  you have to  c rawl  a  l i t t le  b i t .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  what

the coronat ion had to do; and because of  that  fact ,  that  was where

the  exc lus ion  took  p lace .  I rm in  a  pos i t ion  probab ly  be t te r  than

anybody e lse ,  ten  years  f rom now,  to  judge what rs  happened wh i le  I 'm
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here. I 've only been here twenty months or so now, but I  can say

without any reservat ion that i f  there is going to be a better queen

per se,  or  representat ive for  the c i ty of  El  Paso and the Southwest

than Mar ta  Sa las-Pomas was las t  year ,  I  don ' t  know when we ' l l  have

one. S-he was fantast ic jn every category that  we could poss' ib1y

measure f rom. You' . |1 get that  comment f rom anybody you talk to who

has been around the act iv i t ies.  She chose to remain jn the c ' i ty ,  to

be  ava i lab le  to  us  a t  any  t ' ime .  I 'm  go ing  to  f i gh t  fo r  th i s  un t i l  I

d ie .  lde ' re  go ing  to  ge t  i t  changed to  where  the  queen,  i f  she  is

chosen,  cannot  a t tendanother  co l lege the  year  she is  queen;  she has

to  remain  in  E l  Paso,  e i ther  a t tend I "JTEP or  d rop  ou t  o f  schoo l  .  I t ' s

no t  fa i r  to  her ,  she  doesn ' t  ge t  any th ing  ou t  o f  i t ;  and  i t ' s  no t

fa i r  to  the  c i ty  to  have a  queen tha t ' s  no t  ava i lab le .  N la r ta  was

here  a l l  the  t ime.  She knows more  about  what  happened;  we 've  benef i ted

great ly  f rom hav ing  her .  I  know I 'm in  fo r  a  f igh t  there ,  bu t  tha t ' s

too important not to have that happen.

Le t  me go back  and ta lk  on  the  f i rs t  one.  When we made th is  change,

Do lores  Pe l l i cano was the  queen.  Do lores  Pe l l i cano was no t  chosen

queen because she was a l ' lexican American. She was one of  the most

grac ' ious  persons  fo r  her  age tha t  I ' ve  ever  met .  In  my op in ion ,  o f

a l l  o f  them tha t  were  there  she was the  log ica ' l  cho ice  to  be  queen.

I f  i t  had been under the old system, she would have not been queen

because of  money; not because she was Mexican American. Her fami ly

did not have the money. Now th ' is  g i r l  went out into the community.

I  took her around and we made speeches before many service c lubs and

c iv ic  c lubs  jn  th js  communi ty .  She was an  exce l len t  representa t ive .
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The Sun Carnival  could not have asked for anybody better.

You ' re  go ing  to  take  Do lores  and I ' l l  take  Mar ta .  (Chuck le )

I  know Do lores .  I  ca ' l led  her  many t imes a t  6 :00  o 'c lock  a t  n igh t  and

sa id ,  "There 's  a  meet ing  a t  7 :30  and the  program has  fa l len  th rough.

The  Sun  Carn iva l  o f f i ce  wan ts  to  know i f  you '11  go . "  She  sa id '  "Yes ,

s i r ,  I  w i l l . "  Bu t  she  was no t  chosen because she was a  Mex ican

American. But she would not have been queen under the old system

because her  fo lks  d idn ' t  have $15,000.  The reason I  know tha t  i s

because they  l i ve  w i th in  a  b lock  f rom me.

I know who you can get some comments from--the one man that was

respos' ib le for  changing the method of  select ' ing the queen. I t  was

J immy Rogers ,  J r .  You can f ind  h im a t  Rogers  and Be ld ing .  I ' ve  heard

h im say  b i ts  and p ieces  about  i t .  He 's  known in  the  conrnun i ty .  He

was the President the year of  the big change. I t  might be worth your

t ime to  see j f  you  can ca tch  h im in  be tween rea l  es ta te  ca l l s ,  because

he has some good informat ion.

I f  you  rea l ]y  want  to  ansvrer  th is  ques t ' ion ,  one o f  the  th ings  tha t  you

wou ld  have to  pursue js  tha t  the  queen se lec t ion  under  the  o ld  sys tem

was a  very  hush-hush th ing .  In  o ther  words ,  they  d idnr t  want  to

embarass anybody. They made sure that the ducks were al l  in order

before a name was put into the hat,  and that one of  the Directors

chose that name. Nobody knew who had the name, and he had to go talk

to her.  You can understand that,  because i f  they had 14 names in the

hat  and 13  sa id  tha t  they  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  because they  were  poor '  tha t

would have been pret ty bad, wouldn' t  i t? So you had to pret ty wel l

know that the fo lks had the means to do this.  How are you going to
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dig out how many Mexican Americans were on the l is t  and how many were

excluded because of  the money aspect,  not  because they were Mexican

Ameri can?

I  th ink  tha t  wou ld  be  very  hard  to  do ,  because th is  o rgan iza t ' ion  has

very few records,  because people don' t  have t ime to put i t  down in

wr i t ing .  I  don ' t  have t ime to  pu t  down in  wr i t ing  what  I  d id  o r

d idn ' t  do  las t  year .  I t ' s  j us t  a  con t inu ing  th ing  and  I  t r y  to  rec t i f y

th ings  as  I  go  a long.  There  is  no  wr i t ten  word ,  there  is  no  wr j t ten

record of  th is.  I  am sure that there wor ld be no record of  who was

on  the  " look  I i s t "  f i r s t .

You unders tand tha t  we don ' t  come here  as  c r i t i cs  o f  any th ing .

You can ge t  good answers  f rom Pau l .  I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  one th ing  about

the money aspect.  Everybody tr ies to put i t  on a basis that  she

wasn ' t  p icked because o f  her  fami ly .  Wel l ,  rea l1y  what  he  is  say ing

is  t rue ;  she  wasn ' t  p icked because o f  her  fami ]y 's  f inances .

And tha t ' s  the  reason i t  was  changed.

ln le  b r ing  up  these s ' ign i f i can t  ques t ions  because they  are  in  the  minds

of  peop le  who are  in te res ted  in  h is to r ica l  aspec ts  o f  th is  ac t ' i v i t y .

Persona l l y ,  I  don ' t  take  any  pos i t i on .  I  j us t  ask  the  ques t ions .

I t ' s  tha t  way  w i th  me.  I  jus t  te1 ' l  you  the  way I  see  i t .

Aga in ' in  the  s ta t i s t i cs  tha t  were  compi led  by  Rhonda,  f rom 
. |934

through 
. l974 

there were only two l4exican American members of  the

Execut ' ive Commjt tee out of  247. That is,  there were two Spanish

surnames, and whether they were Mexican American or not we don' t  know.

A lso ,  there  were  29  Mex ican Amer ican D i rec tors  ou t  o f  
. l ,359 .  

Do you

have any ideas as to why there has been such a smal l  percentage of

M:
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Mexican American leaders?

Let 's  go  back  aga in  in to  my reco ' l lec t ion  o f  the  c i ty  o f  E l  Paso fo r

the last  40 years.  The Southwestern Sun Carnival  is  run by service

and  c iv i c  c lubs .  Le t ' s  take  the  serv ice  c lubs  tha t  compr ise  the

Southwestern  Sun Carn iva l  Assoc ia t ion :  the  L ions  C lub ,  Rotary ,

Kiwanis,  etc.  There were very few Mexican Americans in those

organ iza t ions ,  and th is  i s  where  the  manpower  comes f rom.  Nowo le t ' s

ta lk  about  my L ions  C lub .  l , le  have 
. |78  

members  in  tha t  L ions  C lub .

I t ' s  p redom' ina t ly  Ang ' lo ;  bu t  o f  the  Mex ican Amer icans  tha t  a re  in

there,  there probably is only one that wants to work on the Sun

Carnival  Commit tee. They have other interests.  l , le have many commit tees

' in  the  L ions  CIub ,  and the i r  in te res ts  a re  in  some o ther  a reas .  One

of  the  grea tes t  Mex ican Amer icans  in  E l  Paso,  in  my op in ion ,  i s

Modes to  Gomez.  He 's  been  in  our  c lub  fo r  35  years .  He 's  a  p i l l a r  o f

our  c lub .  But  h is  in te rs ts  a re  no t  in  the  Sun Carn iva l They were

jn the canned goods party that  the Lions Club sponsored, and he was

big in th is--putt ' ing on the show at the Plaza Theatre before Chr istmas,

co l lec t ing  thousands o f  cans  o f  food and d is t r jbu t ing  them amongst

the poor.  I  th ink the problem has been that there have not been as

many Mex ican Amer icans  invo lved in  serv ice  and c iv ic  c lubs  up  un t i l

th is t ime, and that 's where our manpower comes from.

The serv ice  c lubs  are  s t i l l  the  foundat ion  o f  the  Sun Carn iva l ,  bu t

i t  i sn ' t  as  cons t r i c ted ,  se rv ice  c lub -w ise ,  as  they  used  to  be .  Wi th

the  new by- laws,  anyone can par t i c ipa te  now.  You cou ldn ' t  ge t  ' i n to

one o f  those d i rec to rs '  s lo ts  un less  you were  a  member  o f  serv ice

c lub  be fore  th is  year .  I ' . |1  g ive  you a  copy  o f  the  o ld  and new by-
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l aws;  tha t  wou ld  be  good to  pu t  in  w i th  th is  in te rv iew.

Yes ,  i t  wou ld  be .

Then you could see where the people who comprise the Execut ' ive

Commit tee and the Board of  Directors al l  came from. I t  was the

c iv i c  c lubs ,  and  there  shou ld  be  a  l i s t  o f  c i v i c  c lubs  the re .

Do you have any jdea, Mr.  Berry,  why there have been so few Mexican

Amer ican members  o f  those c iv ic  c lubs ,  h is to r ica l ' l y?

I  have  no  fac ts  o r  f j gu res  to  back ' i t  up ,  bu t  I ' l l  g i ve  you  my

op in ' ion .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t  the  Mex ican Amer ican communi ty  emerged

in  E l  Paso un t i l  a f te r  the  war .  They  are  now coming in to  the i r  own.

Let ' s  go  back  and look  a t  bus iness .  Pr io r  to  19600 Vou saw very  few

Mex ican  Amer icans  in  respons ib le  pos i t i ons ,  i n  my  op in ion ,  I  th jnk

the  war  changed tha t .  I  th ink  the  fe l lows went  o f f  to  the  serv ice

and they  came back ,  and under  the  GI  B i l l  o f  R igh ts  went  back  to

schoo l .  They  became doc tors ,  
' l awyers ,  

dent is ts ,  doc tors  o f  h is to ry ,

business managers.  They've gone back jnto our business community

here and they had to overcome a lot  of  prejudices that had been pr ior

to the war.  They've overcome them and now they are coming into their

own and are  be ing  we l l  accepted .  Pr io r  to  tha t  they  weren ' t .

What  do  you mean by  pre jud ices? What  k inds  o f  p re jud ices?

I  th ink  tha t  maybe they  were  thought  o f  as  labor ing  peop le .  I  donr t

th ink  there 's  any th ing  wrong w i th  labor ing  peop le ,  because I  work

with my hands. Thir ty years ago I  went to South El  Paso to work.

Everybody wore black shat^di  b lack stockings, and black c lothes. Now

look  a t  the  youth .  They 've  taken the  b lack  o f f .  Theyrve  come out

w i th  the  co lo rso  and  they 've  go t  the  fancy  ha i r  do 's .  I t ' s  a
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completely di f ferent community than what I  knew 30 years ago. Back

in  the  o ld  days ,  they  pre t ty  much l i ved  in  th is  sec t ion  o f  town,  and

now they're everywhere. That was not t rue in my youth.  I  hate to

say  tha t ;  bu t  I  can ' t  go  back  and change i t .

I t ' s  embarass ing  to  look  in to  the  pas t  o f  any th ing  and see some very

g la r ing  weaknesses  in  cer ta in  a reas ,  such as  the  lack  o f  par t i c ipa t ion

of  cer ta in  g roups .  I t ' s  embarass ing  fo r  me.  However ,  I  fee l  tha t

s ince I  have been here,  I  know that I  have made the ef for t .  When

you come into a new community,  you make your f r iends and your acquin-

tances and your contacts not f rom past exper ience or history;  you

make i t  f rom what you see is best.  I  have no way of  know' ing i f  there

was what  you ca l l  p re jud ice ,  because I  on ly  l i ve  " r igh t  now, "  and o f

course I  have none. There are people that  we are now try ing to

invo lve  in  cer ta in  cha i rman ro les  under  the  new by- laws in  the  Sun

Carn iva l ,  so  I  can ' t  rea l l y  say  tha t  i t ' s  a  d rawback  and  a  lack  o f

any th ing  o ther  than  i t  j us t  hasn ' t  happened  wh i le  I ' ve  been  here .

There again I  speak from di f ferent v iewpoint  than Paul  or  any of  the

other  pas t  peop le  in  the  Sun Carn iva l  speak  f rom,  because I  do  no t

have the persona' l  background to of fer .  I  insure each event and i ts

success .  I 'm go ing  to  ge t  the  very  bes t  person I  can ,  recru i t  h im

and encourage h im,  g ive  h im the  conf idence and make cer ta in  he  ge ts

' in  there ;  then once he  ge ts  there ,  to  do  the  job .  I t ' s  embarass ing

to  ta l k  o f  th i s ,  because  th is  repor t  does  po in t  i t  ou t .

Le t  me go back  and rev iew.  We are  ta lk jng  about  the  serv ice /c iv ic

c lubsn the  backbone o f  the  Southwestern  Sun Carn iva l .  Le t ' s  go  back

20 years.  Twenty years ago, I  th ' ink there was one Lions Club; there
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was one Rotary C' lub;  there was one Kiwanis Club. They al l  met downtown

and they were al l  businessmen. The average working man could not

take of f  f rom work to go downtown and take an hour and a hal f  lunch;

he was work ' ing wi th his hands and he could not go down Fr iday af ternoon

because he  was work ing  and h is  boss  wasnr t  go ing  to  le t  h im o f f .

Wel l ,  that  was a roadblock to many Mexican Americans because they

worked in the area where they could not get of f .  Maybe they were a

minor i ty  as  fa r  as  owners  o f  bus inesses  Were  concerned.  As  I  sa ' id '

Modesto Gomez is a good example in our Lions Club. He owned a whole-

sale grocery outf i t  and he could take t ime of f  and he could come down

and par t i c ipa te ;  he  cou ld  take  an  hour  and a  ha l f  fo r  lunch on  Fr iday

af te rnoon.  He was a  very  ac t ive  man.  S ince  tha t  t ime,  th js  has

changed.  There  are  now 16 L ions  C lubs  w i th in  the  County  o f  E l  Paso.

They meet  Monday n igh ts ,  ldednesday n igh ts ,  Saturday  morn ings .  Th is

has  been changed to  take  in  what  I ' l l  ca l l  the  " labor ing  communi ty , "

and I  c ion ' t  mean tha t  as  a  rnen ia l  sor t  o f  th i  ng .  I t  g ives  peoo l  e  an

oppor tun i ty ,  a  t ime,  to  devote  to  c iv ic  endeavors '  i f  they  want  to .

Rotary has done the same. They are not separated clubs, they ane

sate l l i tes  o f f  o f  the  main  one.  l l l e  used to  th ink  we had to  have 
. |50

members  in  a  c lub ,  bu t  some c lubs  are  fuc t ion ' ing  very  we ' l l  w i th  20  or

25 peop' le.  But they are dedicated and hard-working peop' le.  So now

you can ge t  peop le  in to  these c lubs  tha t  have jobs  f rom B to  5 ,  who

have to  punch a  t ime card .  Now he can ge t  in to  them a t ,  say '  7 :30  a t

n igh t ;  o r  i f  tha t  doesn ' t  work ,  he  can ge t  in  one o f  the  ear ly  morn ing

programs. Our black community was pret ty much the same way. We now

have two Lions Clubs that are predom' inant ly black.  One meets at
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n igh t  a t  the  Rodeway,  ca l led  the  Sun C i ty  L ions ,  and there  is  the

Mounta in  L ions  C lub  tha t  meets  in  Nor theas t .  They  have a  Saturday

morn ing  break fas t .  So  th is  a l lows them to  come in .  But  p r io r  to  20

years ago, they could not get of f .

Regarding the percentage of  Mexican Americans in the Sons of  the Sun

Booster  C lub ,  Rhonda came up w i th  a  percentage o f  3 .2  o f  the  to ta l

membersh ip .  Do you th ink  tha t ' s  a  p roduc t  o f  lack  o f  in te res t  in

tha t  o rgan iza t ion ,  o r  lack  o f  f inances  to  ge t  those $ . |0 .00  requ ' i red

to  jo i  n?

I  th ink  i f  we had the  answer  to  tha t  ques t ion ,  we cou ld  do  a  be t te r

job  as  fa r  as  the  Sun Carn iva l  i s  concerned.  I  th ink  I  can  speak  on

the  sub jec t  because over  the  las t  f i ve  years  I ' ve  made lo ts  o f  ta lks

before  c iv ic  and serv ice  c lubs .  Qne o f  the  th ings  we s t ress  to  them

' is  tha t  fo r  $ ' |0 .00  you can be  par t  o f  th is  o rgan iza t ion .  Joe  S i t te rs

and i  went to one of  the service c lubs, whjch is predom' inant ly

Mex ican Amer ican,  and we sa id ,  "Put  your  10  bucks  ou t .  Become par t

o f  the  organ iza t ion .  Under  the  new by-1aws,  dhY person in  E l  Paso

who puts up $.10.00 can become President of  the Southwestern Sun

Carn iva l .  So  a l l  you  have to  do  is  have a  Sons o f  the  Sun membersh ' ip

and  an ' in te res t  to  work  in  the  Sun  Carn iva l ,  and  you  can  be  p res iden t . "

I ' ve  gone to  Las  Cruces  to  the  L ions  C lub  and the  Rotary  C lubs  and

said the same thing. lde are not l imi ted to El  Paso any more. Somebody

in  A lamogordo or  Van Horn  can be  Pres ident .

Is the president elected by the Sons of  the Sun membership?

No,  bu t  tha t  i s  the  prerequ is i te  to  become the  Pres ident .  He 's  go t

to  have fa i th  in  the  organ iza t ion  to  pu t  up  $ . |0 ,00  bucks ,  min ' imum.
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The o ther  th ing ,  under  the  new by- laws,  i s  tha t  hers  go t  to  serve  as

one o f  the  V ice  Pres idents  fo r  a t ' leas t  two years  and he 's  go t  to  be

Execut ive  V ice  Pres ident  fo r  one year .  Th is  g ives  h im an ins igh t

in to  the  work ings  o f  the  organ iza t ion ,  and now he can become Pres jdent .

I f  he  ge ts  in  to  th is  th ing  and says ,  "That rs  where  I  want  to  work , r '

he can work up; and I 've never seen anybody that wanted to work that

was he ld  down in  th is  th ing .  I  asked th is  one par t i cu ' la r  c lub  to

become a  
. |00% 

c lub ,  to  ge t  a l l  o f  the i r  c lub  members  in .  A t  tha t

t ime, i f  you were, then you moved up a notch in the organizat ion.

We11,  I  go t  my ears  burned.  "We are  no t  go ing  to  be  a  
. |00% 

c lub- "

One guy  says ,  " I 'm  no t  go ing  to  pu t  up  $ ]0 .00 .  I  donr t  th ink  the

organ iza t ion  i s  wor th  i t . "  We11,  I  m igh t  no t  l i ke  i t ,  bu t  i n  the

L ions  C lub  they  took  a  vo te  and the  maior i t y  sa id ,  "Wer re  go ing  to  be

assessed . "  I  ge t  assessed  $ ] .00  a  month  fo r  l0  months ,  and  Wel re  a

100% club. I f  you read the by-1aws, we are one of  the favored few

in  the  o rgan iza t ion .

Why  d idn ' t  tha t  c lub  respond?

A lo t  o f  m is in fo rmat ion .  Jus t  l i ke  what  you are  see ing  is  no t  what

you 've  been to ld ;  l i ke ,  "Mex jcan Amer icans  have been kept  f rom

becoming queen. "  That ' s  no t  rea l l y  t rue .  There  may be  some peop le

ta lk ing  abou t  i t ,  bu t  i n  ac tua l  fac t  j t r s  no t  t rue .

We11,  g iven  a l1  these  th ingso  the  deve lopments  in  the  las t  f iVe  years

with the change of  by- ' laws and so forth,  what do you See as a future

ro le  o f  Mex ican  Amer icans ' in  the  Sun  Carn iva l?

I  dont t  mean to  be  face t ious ,  bu t  I  th ink the  ro le  i s  any th ing  they

want  ( i t  to  be) ,  a ry lh ing  they  care  fo r  i t  to  be .  I t rs  no t  an  easy

M .
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road,  and I  th ' ink  you! l l  unders tand tha t  anybody coming in to  th is

organ iza t ion  is  no t  go ing  to  be  made Pres ident ,  I  don ' t  care  who he

is ,  un less  the  guy  o r  1ady . . . .  Now we can  have  lad ies  as  Pres iden t .

Before  you cou ldn ' t  have a  lady  Pres ident?

No.

Was that in the by-1aws?

No,  i t  d idn ' t  say  tha t  you  cou ldn ' t ,  bu t  they  were  jus t  no t  in  o rgan i -

za t ions  tha t  had lad ies  in  them,  so  they  cou ld  no t  come up.  We had

noth ing  aga ins t  lad ies .  Now fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime we 've  go t  two o f  them,

Jane Thorn ton  and Susan Mayf ie ld .

How was the President chosen, before the new by- laws?

He had to  be  a  member  o f  one o f  the  serv ice  c lubs .  The nominat ing

commi t tee ,  wh ich  was compr ised o f  the  pas t  p res idents ,  wou ld  look

around the  communi ty  and say ,  "Here 's  a  p re t ty  n ice  guy .  He 's  the

head of  a bus' iness and can af ford to take a year of f  and devote i t  at

no  pay  to  the  Southwestern  Sun Carn iva l . "  I t  became,  aga in ,  f inances .

Was the  man capab le  o f  tak ing  a  year 's  leave o f  absence f rom h is

bus iness? That 's  how i t  worked.  The nominat ing  commi t tee  wou ld  pu t

up the names and then they would go through the normal procedure of

accept ing  nominat ions  f rom the  f loor .

This was in the Board of  Directors?

Yes;  and then the  Board  o f  D i rec to rs  wou ld  vo te  on  i t .  The members

o f  the  serv ice  c lubs  were  vo ted  on .  In  my years  down here ,  I  don ' t

bel ieve anybody was ever recommended from the f loor,  because there

aga in  you had to  research  h im.  Here  aga in  i t ' s  my op in ion  tha t  in

the  las t  27  years  i t  was  a  bad po l i cy  because we go t  some duds .  He
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d idn ' t  spend the  requ i red  t ime here  and rea l ' l y  he  d idn ' t  know what  the

Sun Carn iva l  was  about .  We got  in  t roub le ,  because he  d idn ' t  unders tand

a l l  the  work ings  o f  th is  o rgan jza t ion .  I  don ' t  know i f  anybody does .

I t ' s  abso l  u te ly  d iso rgan ized .

I f  you  come down here  and look  a t  i t ,  i t ' s  d jsorgan ized,  bu t  in  an

organized sort  of  way.

I t  works .  I f  anybody  knows abou t  these  th ingso ' i t ' s  you .

I  th ink  tha t  th is  o rgan iza t ion  isno  d i f fe ren t  than a  bus iness .  You

asked what  the  ro le  o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican in  the  Sun Carn iva l  i s ,

and I  gave you a  k ind  o f  shor t  answer .  I ' ve  l i ved  in  E l  Paso 52  years ,

and  I ' ve  seen  a  marked  change  in  E l  Paso .  in  my  op in ion ,  i t ' s  a  good

change;  I  th ink  tha t  we ' re  a  be t te r  communi ty  fo r  i t .  One o f  the

greates t  th ings  tha t  happened to  E l  Paso was the  c lo th ing  indus t ryn

and I  see  Mex ican Amer icans  jn  a l l  leve ls  o f  c lo th ing  indus t ry  tha t

you wou ldn ' t  have seen 30  years  ago.  (The same in )  any  bus iness .  I

th ink  they  are  s t i l l  ge t t ing  to  where  they ' re  a t  because o f  ab i l i t y ;

no t  because o f  who they  are ,  bu t  because o f  the i r  ab i l i t y .  I  th ink

i t ' s  p re t ty  much the  same way in  the  Southwestern  Sun Carn iva l .  I f  a

person wou ld  come down and vo lun teer  and th row h is  ab i l j t y  in to  th is

th ing . . . .  You  ge t  your  fee l ings  hur t  once  in  a  wh i le ,  bu t  you 've  go t

to  come on back  and ge t  over .  I f  they ' l l  i us t  ge t  in to  i t  and  under -

s tand ' i t s  work ings ,  the re 's  no  l im i t  to  wha t  they  can  do .  As  fa r  as

anybody in  th is  o rgan iza t ion  see ing  tha t  they  are  kept  ou t  o r  spec i f i -

ca11y  p ick ing  one  and  mak ing  h im Pres iden t "  I  don ' t  th ' i nk  i t ' l l  ever

happen.  ( I f  they  have the)  ab i l i t y  and the  des i re  to  work  in  the

communi ty ,  then there  is  no  l im i t  to  what  they  can do .  I f  I  thought
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that  there was some reason that somebody that has the abi ' l i ty  and had

a Mex ican surname was no t  a l lowed to  be  Pres ident ,  I ' d  ge t  ou t .  I

th ink that  I  probably speak for at  least  99 out of  every 100 that 's

invo lved in  the  Sun Carn iva l ,  because I  have them on the  Parade

Commi t tee .  I  have the  Sun C i ty  L ions  C lub ,  wh ich  is  b lack '  do ing  a

tremendous job;  but they came and asked for a iob.  Every year they

get more heaped onto them. In some areas, they can be very he' lpfu1.

D id  you ever  s top  and th ink  tha t  you  br ing  in  200 foo tba l l  p layers

and maybe 90 of  them are black? Where do they get a date in El  Paso?

tllhat do you do with them for nine days? The Sun City L'ions Club came

forward this year through Joe Sj t ters and the black gir l  who works for

h ' im. I  was working from the Lions Club ang' le and we both came together

a t  the  same t ime and sa id ,  "Hey  le t ' s  go  to  the  Sun C i ty  L jons  C lub  and

see i f  they  want  to  take  on  th is  p ro iec t . "  I t ' s  a  superv ised th ing ;

we a ren ' t  hus t l i ng  ( I  don ' t  mean to  be  c rude) ;  tha t ' s  no t  our  ro le  down

here. But we have our supervised dances. We want people to have a

cho ice .  I  don ' t  care  what  the  cho ice  is .  I t  can  be  b lack  to  b lack  or

wh ' i te  to  b lack ,  I  don ' t  care ;  bu t  they  ought  to  have tha t  cho ice .  You

see ,  we  d idn ' t  th ink  o f  th i s  28  years  ago ,  ma in ' l y  because  we d idnr t

have a  Sun C i ty  L ions  C lub .  We d idn ' t  have anybody tha t  wou ld  take

that project  on.  I  say the same thing to the LULACs or any other

organ iza t ion .  I  th ink  they  can do  any th ' ing  they  want .

Mr.  Berry,  I  want to thank you very much for your t ime. We certainly

have en joyed ta lk ing  w i th  you and Mr .  Yates .  I t ' s  been very  s t imu la t ing

and  we 've  lea rned  a  lo t .  Thanks  aga in .

Wel1 ,  thank  you fo r  ask ing  us .  I f  there  is  any th ing  tha t  comes up  jn
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the future that  you want to

the  pos i t ion  tha t  you  are ,

that  have a desire to work

tel I them to come down here

I ' l  I  send them over  to  you.

Wer l l  be  look ing  fo r  them.

Thank you.
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we I  I  I  be g ' lad to  t ry .  Bei  ng i  n

to  t ime  you  m igh t  run  ac ross  peop ' l e

Carn i va l .  A l1  you  have  to  do  i s

t he i r  se r v i ces .

cl  ar i  fy,

f rom t ime

in  the  Sun

and of fer
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