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Mr. Barnhar{where were you born and when?

hlest  Bends, Okl  ahoma.

What was the date?

We] l ,  i t ' s  supposed to  be  February  24 ,  1896.  They  d idn ' t  keep any  records

back in them days. I had to check back and I got two or three different

[dates,  but]  that 's the one I  used to look for  a job.

What was your father 's occupat ion?

We' l l ,  o r ig ina l l y  he  was a  rancher ,  bu t  then la te r  on  he  was a  te legraph

operator--rai l  road.

Where did you grow up, Mr.  Barnhart?

Al l  over Texas, pdrt  of  New lGxico.

You mentioned that your father made frequent trips into M6xico when you

were  a  ch i ld .

Wel l ,  he  spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime in  Mdx ico .

Where did you at tend school  and how long did you stay in school?

I^Jel l ,  v le were on the move al l  the t ime. I  was born in the Indian

Temitory,  Oklahoma. Now, or ig inal ly rry fo lks were f rom down around

Aust in and San Antonio,  and then my grandfather went down into the Big

Bend, ranching down there.  From there my father went up to Oklahoma,

and that 's where I  was born.  They was marr ied up there and he went back

to lv ldxico again.  Or ig inal ly he was down there in Chihuahua state,  but

for a t ime he went down into Sonora,  Hermos' i l l0.  I  don' t  remember too

much about him when I  was l i t t le.  He opent much of  h is t ime down there.

Later on, why, we moved down into South Texas. I went to school down

there for  a l i t t le whi ' le,  then he went back to work on the rai l road; and

from then on, we was just  on the nove al l  the t ime, pract ica' l ly .  We l ived
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BARNHART Page 2

in Alpine more than any other place. we l ived in Marfa,  [and] f rom

then on we l ived in var ious l i t t le pump stat ions up and down the road.

The school ing I  got ,  most ly I  got  i t  at  home.

So you're most ly sel f -educated, then?

[^ le l l ,  my mother was an ex-school teacher,  and she give me less6ns. And

I  read a  who le  lo t .

Yeah, I see by the books you haue.

Yes,  we1 l ,  when I  was  l i t t le ,  a  rea l  smal l  k id ,  I  read V ic to r  Hugo,s

Les Miserables through and through-- I  guess three or four t imes, just

l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  then as  fa r  as  schoo l ing ,  I  go t  up  to

maybe the fourth or f i f th,-grade, and that was i t .

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  your  occupat ions ,  the  jobs  you 've  he ld?

Wel l ,  my father t raded fcr  a l i t t le r inch up in New Mexico, Cloudcrof t ;

Eightni l&e Canyon, north of  James Canyon. And he took meuup there wi th

him to look af ter  i t ,  af ter  he t raded for i t .  And then later on, why,

fo r  a  l i t t le  wh i le  the  fami ly  was up  there ,  bu t  they  a l l  le f t .  I  s tayed

up there on the ranch by mysel f  unt i l  I  got  a job in town for a whi le,

f i r ing  the  town l igh t ing  p lan t .  And we l l ,  tha t  p layed ou t ,  and my fa ther

traded the ranch out for d don't remember what, and I come to El Paso

look ing  fo r  a  job .

What year was that?

0h,  I  come to  E l  Paso in  
.19 . |6 ,  

I  guess .

So you must have seen part  of  the Mexican Revolut ion.

Yes ,  I  seen qu i te  a  b i t  o f  i t .

What can you tel l  me about i t ,  i ts  ef fects here in El  Paso?

l , , le l l ,  l ike I  to ld_'you before,  I  mamied into a fami ly that  was mixed up
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i n  the  Revo lu t ion .

You ment ioned something about Pascual  0rozco, I  bel ieve?

Pascual 0rozco was a close friend of my father when both of them were

young,  down in  Ch ihuahua s ta te - -p r inc ipa l l y  down in  0 j inaga and c lear  down

to  Par ra l .

Can you tel l  me any interest ing stor ies your father might have told you

about Pascual  ?

He told me a whole lot .  (Laughter)  Oo you want ' i t?

Sure .

He was in with Pascual and some more of them over on the other side.

They got to the point to where the Mexican government wanted them pretty

bad, but they couldn' t  get  them.

You ment ioned something about the death of  Pascual  0rozco.

Pascual  0rozco was ki l led on this s ide,  down [on] the border,  below here.

By  whom was he  k i l led?

He was a pr isoner over here,  and he just  walked out.  They wasnl t  keeping

too close a watch over him. He and some of his fo l lowers just  walked of f

one day and took off down here--got to El Paso and took down the river.

Now,  tha t ' s  the  s to ry  I  go t  on  i t .  I  read ha l f  a  dozen s to r ies ,  bu t  I 'm

talk ing about the way I  got  i t  at  the t ime. There was some ranchers down

there,  American ranchers,  that  had some interests over in lv lSxico and were

fr iends of  Pascual .  Now, he went down to the ranch looking for horses,

bu t  the  rancher  wasn ' t  there ;  he  was in  S ie r ra  B lanca,  I  be l ieve ,  bu t  I 'm

not sure.  I t 's  been so long ago. The cow punchers down there thought

they was a bunch of  ra iders,  horse;thieves, [so]  they started to f ight  and

ki l led them. And when the head man, i  the owner,  got  back, he took i t  pret ty
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hard, so I  understand. I t l -was a good fr iend of  h is,  h is best f r iend,

that they k i l led.  That 's the story we got.

hlas there a lot  of  ra id ing done by the Mexicans in Texas down along the

Big Bend? You told me you l ived there.  I r lere there a lot  of  Mexican

raids into Texas to stei l  horses?

0h, yes,  there was raidsioh, boyi  Af ter  the Revolut ion started, Ves,

there was. I  was just  a l i t t le k id at  the t ime, of  course--a young

teenager--but I can remember the raiding up there. I remember one t{,me

in  par t i cu la r ,  they  ra ided up  w i th in  a  few mi les  o f  A lp ine ,  and the

young federal officer was down trying to raise a posse to go after them. I

iu re  wantE i l  to  go ,  bu t  I  was  a  l i t t le  k id .

Was there any raids done by Americans into Mdxico?

Into Fl6xico? t^ le l l ,  that  part ,  I  donl t  know. Maybe there was, I  don' t

know. I t  was pret ty wi ld over on the other s ide,  and down there in 0j inaga,

that was pretty rough back in them days; and they come across on the raids.

As  fa r  as  ra id ingdone f rom th is  s ide ,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  0 f  course ,

there vvas some of that done before the Revolution broke loose; but after

the Revolut ion. . . there was t imes when they crossed over f rom this s ide

in to  Mdx ico ,  bu t  I  can ' t  remember  the  de ta i l s .

Do you remember Vil ' la when he came into Judrez?

! ' le l l ,  I  d idn ' t  meet  h im persona l ly  o f  any th ing  l i ke  tha t ,  [bu t ]  sure ,  I

de f in i te ly  knew about  i t .

D id  you ever  c ross  in to  Judrez  wh i le  V i l la  was there?

No,  I  s tayed ou t  o f  JuSrez  wh i le  V i l la  was there .

Do you recal l  the raid on Columbus?

0h,  yes ;  de f in i te ly .
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t r lhat  were your feel ings about i t ,  or  the general  popu' lar  feel ing?

[ , le l l ,  I  can ' t  qu i te  reca l l .  I  be l ieve  I  was  in  New Mexfco  when tha t  ra id

took place, and there was qui te a lot  of  exci tement about i t .  Short  of

tha t ,  I  don ' t  reca l l .

Do you remember the l9 '18 Span' ish Flu epidemic that  occurred here fn El

Paso ?

Wel l ,  very  d imly .  I  can ' t  reca l l  much about  i t .  I  know i t  was  bad.

That  i s  about  as  fa r  back  as  I  can  reca l l .

How about World War I? Do you reca11 anything that happened dur ing

Wor ld  Har  I?

Wel l ,  i t ' s  so  fa r  back ,  i t ' s  ha rd  to  reca l l .

Do you reca l l  Proh ib i t ion?  You to ld  me some s to r ies  about  Proh ib ' i t ion

here  in  E l  Paso,  when they  banned l iquor  here  in  the  U.S.  You to ld  me

there was a lot  of  smugg' l ing f rom M6xico here.

0h ,  yes ,  there  was.  There  was lo ts  o f  smugg l ing ,  f igh ts ,  l_un{  ba t t les

down along the r iver.  I  can' t  remember the names, Fr{  the worst

f ight  I  ever remember Lnu{,  some of  the boys was close relat ives of  some

of  the  h igher -ups  down a t  the 'cou i thouse,and fone o f  themZwas k i l led .

One of  my fr iends was in that  bunch, and he told me af terwards that he

was never in such a t ' ight  p lace ' in his I  i fe.  He had been through World

l , la r  I ,  and  he  hadn ' t  seen any th ing  l i ke  tha t  down there .  They  was a l l

around them, and i t  seemed that they was shoot ing at  them from three or

four feet  away sometimes. They managed to get out,  and then they got

bawled out good for leaving the dead one there.

You told me something about a sher i f f  named Jim G' i l let t ,  I  bel ieve.

l r le l l ,  J im Gi l le t t  was  a  town marsha l l  here  a t  one t ime.  H im and my
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father come from the same part  of  the country down there in Aust in,  San

Anton io -  J im Gi l le t t  io ined the  Texas  Rangers  and la te r  on  le f t  them to

work for  the rai l road. I  bel ieve he lef t  there and came to El  Paso to

take  over  as  town marsha l l .  And when I  rememben h im,  he  was an  o ld . . .

ge t t ing  a long in  years ,  a  fa i r l y  o1d man then down a t  Mar fa .  And,  we l l ,

he was a big shot in a bank down there,  /TromT a big ranch fami ly.  My

father was agent there wi th the rai l road. Sometimes they'd get together

and ta lk  fo r  o ld  t imes.  That ' s  the  way I  go t  to  know h im by  s igh t ;  I  was

a  l i t t l e  k id .

You told me that he was credi ted wi th taming El  Paso.

l , ' |e l ' | ,  that 's what they said.  When he come here,  she was wi ld;  when he

lef t ,  i t  was tamed down.

7p idn ' t  you  te l lT  me tha t  he  had k i l led  on ly  two men in  h is  en t i re  l ' i fe?

K i l led  two men in  h is  en t i re  l i fe .  One o f  them was an  ou t law,  i f  I

remember correctly, down in East Texas somewhere. They wanted this out-

law awful  bad, he was try ing to get dwdlr  and Jim shot him. The other

one was an  Ind ian  tha t  he  k i l led  down in  M6x ico .  M6x ico  had asked fo r

assistance down there and they sent these Rangers down there to help them

out .

M6xico had asked the state of  Texas, the

aga i ns t the I nd i ans lTherg?

I guess the state of  Chihuahua Ei{ .

Which  Ind ian  t r ibe  was i t?

government,  for  assistance

You 'd  have to  read up  on  i t  to  make sure ,  bu t  I  be l ieve  i t  was  probab ly

Apache; I 'm not certain.  I t  had been gett ing pret ty hard for  them over

on th is  s ide .  They  were  gang ing  up  over  on  the  o ther  s ide ,  mak ing  th ings

T .
t .

B:

T :

B :



BARNHART Page 7

pret ty rough over there.  I  don' t  remember al l  the detai ls,  but  I 've read

a couple of books /on if. They had gone down there to help out, /The

Rangers did7, and fc i l let ! /  k i ' l ' led an Indian in a f ight  down there.

You told me also about a man named John Wesley Hardin.

I^ le l l . ,  John wesley Hardin was a famous out law. Hardin operated back in

the Aust in/San Antonio terr i tory,  i f  I  remember correct ly,  because my

grandfather and my great-uncles were al l  in that  same terr i tory.  Final ly

they  had Hard in  in  ja i l .  I 'm no t  cer ta in ,  I  th ink  i t  was  / in7  Aus t in .

He pu t  in  a  number  o f  years  in  the  pen i ten t ia ry .

You to ld  me a  s to ry  about  h is  death ,  how he d ied .

we l l ,  a f te r  he  go t  ou t  o f  the  pen ( they  had pardoned h im,  I  be l ieve) ,  and

he came to El  Paso (  I  can remember al l  the detai ls wi thout checking on

i t ) ,  he got pret ty hard to get along with here;  and he /-go{ in several

sc rapes  and  he  go t  k i l l ed  here .  Tha t  o ld  fe l l ow tha t  k i l l ed  h im,  I  can ' t

remember his name, had been on both s ides of  the law. He'd been a pret ty

tough hombre himsel f .  At  the t jme, though, he was a deputy marshal l  or

deputy  sher i f f  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  They  had a  quar re l .  Th is  o ld  man

hadawomanhere tha t therehadbeensomet roub leover ;JohnWes. |ey

th rea tened to  shoot  h im over  i t ,  so  th is  o ld  man ( I  can ' t  reca l l  h is  name

wi thout  look ing  i t  up  in  the  book)  went  look ing  fo r  Hard in .  And Hard in

was ' in  the  sa loon.  He had th rea tened to  shoot  h im on s igh t ,  Hard in  d jd .

This deputy walked up to the door,  and they say that Hardin was looking

into the mirror and he seen his face in the mirror.  /The deputy/-  thought

Hard in  was look ing  a t  h im,  and he  je rked ou t  h is  Sun,anA iho t  h im,an i lgo t l im.

He go t  h im in  the  back?

I  guess  he  d id .  Anyway,  I  guess  tha t  was  the  on ly  f igh t  Hard in  ever  los t .
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I t  was  h is  las t  one .

He 'd  won  a  lo t  o f  them,and  he  k i l l ed  a  lo t  o f  men.

What did you do dur ing the Depression? l , lhat  was your occupat ion En"l t l

t ^ le l l ,  I  was  la id  o f f  my iob- - ra i l road shop.  I  had a  good f r iend  a t  tha t

t ime,  Ch ie f  Lawrence Robb ly ,  Ch ie f  o f  Po l i ce .  I  asked h im fo r  a  iob ,

t*17 he told me that it might be 20 years before they ever put anybody

on.  But  then he  s igned me up as  a  spec ia ' l  o f f i cer ,  and l ined  me up on

get t ing  dances  to  watch ,  and occas iona l l y ,  s to res .  I  kep t  tha t  up  t j l l

the Depression was over,  because I  th jnk I  was out of  a job for  four

months.  After I  went back, /T workedT hal f  t ime, /_En!7 the rest  of  the

t ime I  worked out at  the stat ion down there,  at  odd iobs,  of  course.

You said you covered the Southside beat when you were a pol iceman dur ing

the  Depress ion .

l ^ le l l ,  yes ,  we worked pr inc ipa l ]y  the  Souths ide  and East  E l  Paso.

Was there  a  lo t  o f  gang ac t iv i t y  a t  the  t ime?

t ,Je l l ,  o f  course ,  we run  in to  them every  t ime we had a  dance. . . f t to t  aud ' ib le / .

the Mexicans. Now, we had a bunch of  the colored boys'  dances that would

get pret ty rough, of  course.

Did you vote for  President Roosevel t?

I  voted for him the f i rst  two t imes, yes.

You  to ld  me you  d idn ' t  l i ke  h im.

I  go t  fed  up .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  where  our  in f la t ion  s ta r ted .  He la id  the

groundwork  fo r  i t ,  anyway,  in  my op in ion .

Do you remember the CCC work projects that he started? I,{ere there any in

El  Paso?

t , le l l ,  I  heard  o f  them,  bu t  i  can ' t  nemember .  As  fa r  as  I 'm concerned,  why,

B :

T :



BARNHART Page I

I  was  work ing  fo r thera i l road;  and,  as  I  say ,  I  pu t  in  most  o f  my ex t ra

t ime working out of  the Pol ice Department at  that  t ime.

Hhen were you la id of f  f rom the rai l road, what year?

Wel l ,  the  Depress ion  lwag l  in  '29  and we d idn ' t  fee l  i t  down here ,  to

speak o f ,  un t i l  the  '30s .  I  guess  i t  was  6n  1930,  when I  was  la id  o f f / .

Do you remember anything else about the Depression?

I remember that  i t  was sure rough, Some of the boys that d ' idn' t  have

anything saved, they /_werg/ real ly in a mess.

When was the f i rst  t ime you heard the word "Chicano" and what does i t  mean?

I  can ' t  reca l l  when was the  f f rs t  t ime,  tArA-  i t ' s  been a  long t ime ago.

A  Ch icano ,  as  I  unders tand  i t ,  i s  a  Mex ican  ra ised  a long  th is  s ide ,  a in ' t

i t ?

I  bel ieve so. Do you recal l  World | , lar  I I?

Yes ,  de f in i te l y .

Are there any signi f icant incidents that ,you would l ' ike to ment ion?

Wel l ,  /There wag./  real  exci tement about i t .  l , le were gett ing us al l  prepared

in  case we had to  ge t  in to  i t .

You ment ioned tha t  Rooseve l t  so ld  us  ou t  to  the  Russ ians .

Wel l ,  I  th ink  he  d id .  That ' s  been so  fa r  back ,  i t ' s  hard  to  remember  the

deta i l s .  Bu t  Russ ia  never  amounted to  any th ing  un t i l  we th rew in  w i th

them,  he lped them out .  A in ' t  tha t  about  r igh t?  Now they ' re  our  la rges t

potent ia l  enemy, I  bel  ieve.

Do you recal l  the peso devaluat ion of  
, |930?

Wel l ,  a l l  I  can remember about the devaluat ion of  the peso was that whenmy

l '16x ico.  they were wor th 50d

in va lue.  They /wentZ down

T:
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to  t ime,  bu t  I  never  had any  dea l ings  w i th  money f romtheother  s ide ,  /so

tha t ' s  a l l  I  know abou t  iV .

You ment ioned tha t  your  fa ther - in - law had some dea l ings  in  the  Mex ican

Revo lu t ion .  Cou ld  you te11 me about  tha t?

Wel l ,  there  was two Genera ls ,  fone wasT Jos6 Rodr iguez .  V i l la  k i l led  one

of  them,  I  be l ieve ,  in  ch ' ihuahua.  The o ther  one. .  ___:__ .  . .V j l la  sent

h im over  to  th is  s ide ,  I  unders tand.  I  was  to ld  tha t  he  gave $40,000

to buy equipment,  and once he got on this s ide,  he kept that  for  h imsel f .

V i l la  wanted  h ' im back  pre t ty  bad,  bu t  he  never  d id  ge t  h is  hands  on  h im.

But ,  we l l ,  my fa ther  go t  h im a  job  on  the  ra i l road.  He was f la t  b roke  in

about three years.  From here f i r -e wentT to Cal i fornia and bought an

orange grove out there.  He lef t  somebody looking af ter  i t ,  and he lost

that .  Then he went up to New York,  apparent ly had a great t ime up there,

and he  f ina l ' l y  go t  back  down to  E l  Paso.  0h ,  he  had h is  c lo thes ,  and h is

p is to l - -s t i l l  had  h is  s i x  shoo te r ,  o f  course- -and  a  few do l la rs ,  maybe  10 ,

15 ,20 .  When he go t  here ,  my fa ther  go t  h im a  job .  He was a  te legraph

opera tor  fo r  the  Revo lu t ion .  He spoke a  l i t t le  Eng l ish ,  no t  too  much.

He worked in  S ie r ra  B lanca,  I  be l ieve  i t  was ,  fo r  a  wh i le ,  a f te r  the

Southern  Pac i f i c  h i red  h im.  Then some o f  h is  enemies  s ta r ted  c los ing  in

on him, gett ing c lose to him, and he took of f  to San Antonio and was work-

ing 7| therg/  as a te legraph operator.  General  Rodr iguez was operat ing

down there on the East Coast l  he went over to see him, and arranged with

h im to  jo in  up  w i th  h im.  And,  we l l ,  he  come back  up  here ,  ta lked  th ings

over and told h ' is  fami ly goodbye. He went back down there and io ined

th is  N ico lSs  Rodr iguez .  He jo ' ined  up  w i th  h im as  a  genera l ,  see ,  and he

s tayed w i th  h im t i l l  the  Revo lu t ion  ended.  La ter  on  he  was in  M6x ' i co  C i ty ,

t :

B:
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had a  bus iness ,  I  unders tand.  F ina l l y  he  come back  to  E l  Paso,  and d ied

here  in  E l  Paso.

He 's  bun ied  here  in  E l  Paso?

Yes ,  he 's  bur ied  in  E l  Paso .

Were  there  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican immigrants  tha t  came here  dun ing  the  Revo lu t ion?

0h,  lo ts  o f  them.  t l  Paso was fu l l  o f  them.

Did they stay here af ter  the Revolut ion?

Some of them got jobs here.  I^ Ie had the rai l road shop ful l  of  them over

there.

Did any r ich Mexicans come over?

Wel l ,  the  r i ch  Mex icans ,  I  don ' t  know about  tha t .  Some o f  them d id ,

maybe. They wer.e f  ike my father- in- law--they didn' t  stay r ich very 
' longl

(Laughter) .  The ones I  know were working c1ass, there were lots of  them.

You ment ioned tha t  you  were  a  gunsmi th  and tha t  you  made a  lo t  o f  r i f les

fo r  Mex icans .

B:  Wel1 ,  tha t ' s  way  back  yonden,  young t imes.  I  be longed to  tha t  c lub ,

T i radores  de l  Nor te .  Before  tha t ,  i  be longed to  a  c lub  over  here ,  see ,

then the  boys  ta ' l ked  me in to  jo in ing  up  over  there .  I  d id  most  o f  the i r

work for them over there.

T :

B :

t .

B:

T .
t .

B:

You ment ioned that you father knew Judge Bean, Judge Roy Bean.

Yes, they know each other when they was young men in San Antonio.

Can you tel1 me any stor ies about Judge Bean?

We' I1 ,  the  impress ion  I  go t  f rom. . .  When I  $ ,as  a  l i t t le : ' k id ,  I  seen Roy Bean

myse l f ,  jus t  s i t t ing  ou t  on  the  porch .  He was pre t ty  o ld  then,  and he

spent  most  o f  h is  t ime s i t t ing  ou t  on  the  porch .  My fa ther ,  a f te r  he

learned telegraph, went to work for  the rai l road here.  They sent him down
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there,  and him and Bean got together-- they hadn' t  seen each other for

years -  And,  we l l ,  he  to ld  me lo ts  o f  s to r iesn  th ings  about  Bean.  My

impression was that Bean had a lot  of  backing from them ranchers down

there.  Nobody elected him, he elected himsel f  the law down there.  Later

on  he  made i t ' l ega1 ,  bu t  a t  f i r s t  the re  was  no  lega l i t y  to  i t  a t  a l l .

He jus t  sa t  h jmse l f  there .

Where was this--Langtry?

Langtry,  yeah. My father worked out there for  a whi le,  possibly two or

th ree  t imes,  I 'm no t  sure .  See,  we changed around a  who le  lo t  and we were

on f r iend ly  te rms w i th . . .  i  know he d idn ' t  cons ider  Roy Bean a  f r iend .

He wasn ' t  no  f i rs t -c ' lass  gunman or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  Roy  had the

backing of  those ranchers down there.  0f  course, he was try ing to br ing

the law down there,  /6ecause/ there wasn' t  any 1aw. He had to br ing the

law down there and he succeeded, to a large extent.  They gave him the

back ing  because they  was t i red  o f  be ing  robbed by  themcowth ieves  and

horse thieves down there.

They  ca l led  h im the  "Hang ing  Judge , "  d idn ' t  they?

Yes. Why, yes.  I  don' t  know how many he got away with--qui te a few.

They found a  hobo down there  tha t  fe l l  o f f  a  f re igh t  t ra in  and go t  k i l led .

Fn"r t  found a gun on him, and some money ( I  don' t  rememben how much).

Whatever i t  was, /Judge Bean/ conf iscated the gun and f ined the dead hobo

the amount he had in his pocket for  carry ing a gun in town.

T: There is another story about Judge Bean and a Chinaman. Could you tel ' l

me about that?

B: blel l ,  I  heard that / ; toryr / .  Looking through a law book, he couldn' t  f ind

any th ing  aga ins t  k ' i l l i ng  a  Ch inaman,  so  he  d ismissed a  case /aga ins t  a  man

T:

B :
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accused o f  k j l l i ng  a  Ch inaman,  becausgz  t r "  sa id  tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  f ind  any-

th ing  aga ins t  k i l l i ng  a  Ch inaman.

He dismissed the cowpoke?

Dismissed the  case.  No law aga ins t  i t .  A  fami ly  in  A lp ine ,  the  Reagans,

they had some kinfolks down in there,  branches of  pret ty hard boys, I

unders tand.  The ones  in  A lp ine ,  one o f  them was an  ex- judge.  He was o ld

and ret i red,  which was Judge Reagan. And he had a couple of  boys. The

youngest  one,  I  don ' t  remember  h js  name,  they  a lways  ca l led  h im, 'Co lone l . ' ,

Everbody used to cal l  h im that.  Then the older one, he was a good fr iend

of my father,  was Arthur,  I  bel ieve. I  can remember one t ime that we

were over at the Reagan house, and he was showing my father a six shooter

tha t  he  had jus t  o rdered f rom Co l t ' s - - fd  f ine ly  engraved .38  spec ia l  on

a .45 cartr idge he had made up spec' ia l .  They were not putt ing them out,

he had i t  made up specia ' l  in that  cal iber.  Later on he went down there

to Langtry,  and Judge Bean d' idn' t  know him. We1' l  ,  th is boy had learned

the telegraph and he was work ' ing for  the rai l road. Judge Bean got too

much to drink one day; /_in{ went down to the station. /He7 said he was

looking for someone to run out of  town, and see how fast  they could run,

and /That7  tha t  fe l low looked l i ke  he  cou ld  jus t  about  make i t .  About

that t ime, Arthur come out wi th his gun, shot down at  the f loor between

Roy's feet ,  and Roy took of f  and went home and slept i t  of f .  He was al l

r ight  the next day.

So he  d idn ' t  run  h im out  o f  town?

Not  tha t  boy ;  oh ,  no .  Roy ,  he  wasn ' t  no  f igh ter  in  the  f i rs t  p lace .  I f

he  had known h ' im,  he  wou ldn ' t  have t r ied  i t ,  see ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t  know i t .

The Reagan fami ly,  some of  them, they was a pret ty rough bunch. This

T :

B :

T :

B :
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par t i cu lan  one,  he

wel I -educated boys,

run oven them.

son of  Judge Reagan.

they  wasn ' t  go ing  to
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And they were good boys,

let  Roy Bean or anybody else

was

but

T .
t .

B:

T :

B :

How long did Judge Bean stay a judge?

I  can ' t  rememben- - fo r  a  long t ime,  He spent  the  la te r  par t  o f  h is  l i fe

down there.

D id  he  ever  become an o f f i c ia l  judge?

Wel1 ,  yes .  He f ina l ' l y  go t  h imse l f  appo in ted  as  a  judge.  There  was another

fami ly  down there- - I  can ' t  reca l l  the i r  names- - they  cu t  in  on  h im one t ime

and got one of  their  boys elected for a term. But then, i f  I  remember

correct ' ly ,  Roy Bean got back in again later on-- just  a quest ion of  get t ing

enough votes.  0f  course, that  was af ter  they made ' i t  1ega].
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