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n . Ruben, i  have known you for a couple of  years,  and you have some ' interest-

" ing  fac ts .  But  be fore  we go  in to  tha t ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  some bas ic  background.

As  you know,  th fs  w i l l  be  recorded fo r  the  Ins t i tu te  o f  0 ra l  H is to ry  a t

the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.  For  tha t  then,  wou ld  you s ta te  your

name?

Ruben B .  Sa lc ido .

When and where were you born?

I was born February 15, 1922, in Sanderson, Texas.

How about your parents,  Ruben? l^ lere they born in Sanderson?

They were  born  in  Santa  Rosa l fa ,  Camargo,  M6x ico .

Do you have interest ing informat ion of  them? How d' id they cross the r iver?

They came to the f ront ier  of  Judrez approximately in 
. l900 

and crossed into

E l  Paso .

Do they te11 you anything as to how they crossed the r iver? Did they wade,

swim,  o r  pay  any th ing?

They d idn ' t  have to  pay  any th ' ing ,  and they  d ' idn ' t  need to  have any  pass-

por t  o r  no th ing .  Accord jng  to  what  I  know,  they  jus t  took  the i r  names

down and that was i t .

How many crossed?

My mother ,  my fa ther ,  th ree  s is te rs ,  and one bro ther  c rossed.

So rea l l y ,  you  grew up in  E l  Paso?

I came to El  Paso ' in 1929 at  the age of  about s ' ix  years o1d.

So your parents came from M6x' ico and went to Sanderson where you were

born .  Any  par t ' i cu la r  reason fo r  tha t?

From here  they  went  to  V ic to r ia ,  Texas ,  where  the  ra i l road was recru i t ing

for  work ,  no t ' in  the  round-house,  bu t  in  the  ra i l road gangs.  From V ic to r ia

they  o f fe red  h im a  job  jn  Sanderson,  Texas ,  in  the  round-house.  He s ta r ted

Q:
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t he re  as ' l abo re r ;  1a te r ,  he  became a  bo i l e rmaker ,  f r om wh ich  he

in  E l  Paso -

Page 2

ret i  red

Round-house- -what  i s  tha t?

LTh{ rai l road round-house, where they have the shops of  the steam engines.

Where  they  f i x  the  eng ines?

Where  they  do  a l l  k inds  o f  repa i rs .

From Sanderson, my father had a pret ty good job,  but they started laying

of f  peop le .  He go t  la id  o f f ,  so  he  came to  E l  Paso.  But  he  went  back ;

he was hjred back. t^ le spent another two to three years there unt i l  he

got  another  RIF .  Wi th  tha t  reduc t ion- in - fo rce ,  he  go t  t rans fer red  here

to  E l  Paso.  He go t  a  job  in  the  Southern  Pac j f i c  shops  t i l1  he  go t  re -

t i  red .

Do you reca l l  any  in te res t ing  events  tha t  he  migh t  have to ld  you as  to

h is  job?  Le t ' s  go  in to  d ' i sc r im ina t ion .  D id  he  face  d isc r jm ina t jon  tha t

you know of?

He d id  have prob lems l i ke  everyone e1se,  bu t  they  were  prob lems tha t  he

h imse l f  took  care  o f .  He go t  a ' long  w i th  everybody.  He d id  what  he  was

told to do and that was the way to get a ' long with these people.

0k ,  now ,  le t ' s  ge t  back  to  you.  How about  your  educat ion ,  Ruben.  When

and where did you go to school  ?

I  have  very  l i t t l e  educa t ion .  I  d idn ' t  have  a  chance  to  go  to  schoo l .

0 f  course ,  i  wou ld  have had a  chance i f  I  had  taken advantage o f  the  GI

B i l l ,  bu t  i t  was  jus t  one  o f  those  th ings"  I  had  a  job  a t  the  t jme.  As

far  as  schoo l ing  is  concerned,  I  on ly  went  to  about  the  s ix th  o r  seventh

gradea tBea l l  schoo l  i n  eas t  E l  Paso .

Is  tha t  the  one on  P iedras  and Magof f in?

Yes,  P iedras ,  Magof f in ,  Raynor ,  and R ivera  a lso  c ross  by  there .

q .

S:

n .
Y .

) :

n .
Y .

S:
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Q:  Is  there  any th ing  in te res t ing  about  tha t  schoo l

schoo l  ?

Page 3

or when you went to that

S : I  was  about  n ine  or  ten  years  o ld  when I  went  to  schoo l ,  and we l l ,  I  was

the  b igges t  guy  in  the  c lass .  0 f  course ,  as  you  know,  I 'm  ta l1 ,  and  I ' ve

been  a  b ig  k id  s ince  then .  One o f  the  teachers  in  c lass  one  t ime ca l led

me a  "B ig  E lephan t r "  so f rom then  on ,  I  was  a  "B jg  E lephan t "  fo r  the  who le

schoo l .  They  d idn ' t  know me by  Ruben,  bu t  by  "B ig  E lephan t . "  Mrs .  Sea ,

our  Read ing  teacher ,  used to  ca l l  me tha t .

Were  a l1  your  teachers  there  a t  tha t  t ime Ang1o,  o r  d id  you have any

Mexi can-Ameri  cans?

At  tha t  t jme we d jdn ' t  have any  Mex ican-Amer ican,  o r  o f  Mex ican descent

a t  a l l .  They  were  a l l  Ang los .

So ,  we ' re  ta l k ing  o f  abou t  
. |930?

Around 1932, I  933.

Now we can go  in to  the  Depress ion .  Can you te11 me any th ing  about  your

fami ly  o r  yourse l f?

My father was ret i red and he used to have a l i t t le money. He started a

l i t t le  bus iness  even be fore  the  Depress ion ,  bu t  he  had bad luck .  In  the

f i rs t  p1ace,  he  d ' idn ' t  know any th ing  about  a  g rocery  s to re .  And second,

my bro thers  and s is te rs  cou ldn ' t  he lp  h im because they  d idn ' t  know about

bus iness  e i ther .  And then the  Depress ion  came and he  los t  every th ing .

From then on he had to go to work,  Fu{ there was no work at  a l l .  We

used to  manage because he  s t ' i l l  had  a  l i t t le  b i t  le f t ,  I  guess .  He go t

h imse l f  a  job  a f te r  Pres ident  Rooseve l t  came in to  o f f i ce  and s ta r ted  a l l

those works- -WPA and so  fo r th .  He s ta r ted  work ing  on  fa rms fo r  as  l i t t le

as 75(,  a day. Then he got on Rel ief  Fund where they used to give you

c lo thes ,  food ,  and  a l l  tha t  k ind  o f  s tu f f .  h le l l ,  f i na l l y  th ings  s ta r ted

n .

q .

S:

n .
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chang ing ,  and tha t ' s  when I  had a  hard  t ime a t  schoo l .  I  became a  body

ab le  to  work  and s ta r ted  he lp ing  h im.  0 f  course ,  ev  S is te rs  and bro thers

used to  he ' lp  ou t  too  whenever  they  cou ld  f ind  a  job .  I  s ta r ted  work ing

wi th  these Jewish  peop le ,  a round Cot ton  Stneet ,6 {7  t l  Paso I ron  and

Metal .  They used to work you l ike a horse for about $. | .25 a day. l , . le

used to get wood from there to heat us dur ing winter.  l , r le used to get a

lot  of  o ld boards lTna{ they used to pi le up there.  My father asked

for  a l l  these p ieces  o f  lumber .  I  wou ld  wa lk  f rom Rivera  St ree t ,  about

the  3300 b lock ,  a l l  the  way to  Cot ton .  I  used to  p ick  up  the  wood and

carry i t  on my back al l  the way to the house, then I  started chopping i t .

I t  was hard work,  but  we managed.

So th is  was about  the  t ime tha t  you  qu i t  schoo l?

No,  no t  r igh t  then.  I  qu i t  schoo l  when I  was  about  13  or  14  years  o1d.

Then I started work'i ng /oil farms. We used to do farm work for Lee l4oore

ranches in  the  co t ton  f ie lds .  We used to  go  ou t  and have to  s tay  over

there , .you  know,  they  used to  have some quanters .  We used to  s tay  t i l l

the  end o f  the  week,  then we 'd  come home.

lenusg./
You were  ta lk ing  about  work ing  on  a  fa rm where  you s tayed a l l  week .  How

many ch i ld ren  were  in  your  fami ly?

S ' i x teen ,  bu t  s i x  d ied .

What year were you working on the farm?

That was around 
. I937 

or 
. |938.

Do you want  to  te l l  me any th ing  more  about  l i fe  on  the  fa rm?

Wel l ,  i f  you  want  what  went  on  there . . .  We used to  be  fo l lowed by  a  guy

on a  horse .

What was he, the overseer?

n .
Y .

S:

n .

Q :
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No, he was the big boss. l , r le used to have a gang leader and the bfg boss"

The b ig  boss  was an  Ang lo  guy .  He used to  r ide  on  a  horse  a l l  day ' long .

He kep t  r igh t  beh ind  us .  Every t ime you 'd  leave  a  l i t t l e  p iece  o f  weed

or  pe ta l  o f  co t ton  beh ind ,  he 'd  make you go  back  and p ick  i t  up ;  o therw ise

you 'd  ge t  f i red .

So  you ' re  ta l k ing  p ick ing  c lean  co t ton .  I  remember  when  I  d jd  i t ,  we 'd

p ick  i t  d ' i r t y - - th row in  every th ing .

No,  th i s  was  c lean  s tu f f .  I f  you 'd  leave  jus t  a  l j t t l e  p iece  hang ing  down

f rom the  capu l_ ' lo ,  he 'd  ho l le r  a t  you ,  "Hey,  you  le f t  someth ' ing  back  here .  "

You had to run back and get i t l

What were the wages at  th is t ime?

They used to pay by the pound. They'd pay about 35 to 40/,  a 100 pounds.

So you 'd  rea l l y  have to  go  to  town before  you cou ld  make a  do l la r .  I

wasn ' t  a  very  good co t ton  p icker .

Q:  I  remember  when  I  d id  i t ,  they  wou ldn ' t  l e t  us  p ick  t i l l  t he  sun  came ou t ,

so  tha t  the  co t ton  wou ld  d ry  ou t .

Yes ,  i t  had  dew on i t ,  and  tha t  wou ld  make i t  we igh  more .  What  we used

to  do  was p ick  the  bo t tom f i rs t  because tha t  was  s t i l l  wet - - the  top  was

dry .  So ,  you 'd  p ick  a1 ' l  the  bo t tom ones  t i11  you  had  someth ing  a  l i t t l e

heav ie r ,  to  make i t  we igh  more .

Did you have only one row, or d ' id you choose two and go down the middle?

We used to get two rows at a time.

How about  snakes ,  d id  you have any  t roub le  w i th  them?

No,  we d idn ' t  have any  snakes  up  there .  We had a l l  k inds  o f  bugs  ano

s tu f f  over  in  the  quar te rs .  We l i ved  in  adobe homes w i th  no  f loors ,

no th ing  bu t  the  ground.  You had to  c lean ou t  f i r s t ,  then go  to  s leep.

Anyth ing  e lse  you want  to  add about  th is  t ime in  your  l i fe?

n .v .

S:

c .

Q:

S :

Q :

s .
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No,  I  guess  tha t ' s  about  i t  fo r  the  fa rm.  One t ime J  came home to  f ind

my bro ther - in - law and s is te r  had opened a  res taurant ,  I t  was  a  bar - res-

taurant on Florence Street jn the c ' i ty  market.  They used to cal l  i t

Market Buffet .  They asked i f  I  wanted to work for  them at $5 per week.

I  f igured  tha t  was  be t te r  than in  the  co t ton  f ie lds  in  the  co ld  and a l l

that  stuf f .  I  worked for them for about a year or so.  I  even learned

how to cook. And they used to leave me by mysel f Lan!/- I used to take

care  o f  the  k ' i t chen .  They  pa id  mea l i t t l e  more  la te r ,  abou t  $7  o r  $8 .

Th is  was around what  year?

I t  was  around 
. l939  

or  
. |940 

when I  s ta r ted  as  a  d ishwasher .

That pret ty we' l l  takes us into the Second l , . lor ld War.

Yes ,  I  was  about  l6  o r  17  years  o ld .  F rom the  d ishwash jng ,  I  went  to

work  fo r  Mr .  Andreas ,  who had a  bus iness .  In  fac t ,  he  s t i l l  has  a  park ing

1ot  by  the  Cour t  House.  I  s ta r ted  work ing  fo r  h im as  a  garage a t tendant ,

parking boy, and washing cars.  I  worked for lF im forT about two years.

He treated me pret ty good. He was a very nice man. So from there,  at

one t ime they  was h i r ing  over  jn  the  Texas  & Pac i f i c  Ra i lways .  I  went

and go t  a  job  as  a  laborer .  I  worked there  t j l l  I  went  in to  the  serv ice .

I  worked about  a  year ,  then I  go t  my "Greet ings . "  I  went  in  the  serv ' i ce

a t  Logan He igh ts ,  in  For t  B l ' i ss .  F rom there  I  go t  t rans fer red  to  Camp

Max ' ie ,  Texas .  That ' s  where  I  go t  my bas ic  t ra in ing .

What year was that?

1942.

You to ld  me some in te res t ing  th ings  about  your  m ' i l i ta ry  l i fe .  Was tha t

a t  th is  t ime or  la te r  on?

I t  was  a t  th is  t imerwhen we were  tak ing  our  bas ic  t ra in ing .  They  had a

who le  bunch o f  guys ,  a l l  Mex ' i can  Amer icans ,  tha t  used to  be  fa rm hands

q .

n .

S :

S :
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around the R/o Grande Va11ey. Some were from McAl len and al l  those parts

down there.  These guys were worse than I  was because they couldn' t  speak

Eng l ish  a t  a l ' l -  They  cou ldn ' t  wr i te  o r  read,  They  wanted  to  keep them

there,  so they took smart  guys l ike me faughtet /  who could understand

Eng l ish  to  t ra in  them.  They  gave us  a  ra t jng  o f  corpora ls  to  s ta r t  w i th .

TThere was/me and one guy from San Pedro, Cal i fornia;  a Puerto Rican

from New York;  one from San Diego, Cal i fornia--he was a second l ieutenant

at  the t ime, /a-nd became/ t f re platoon leader.  They made a platoon of

nothing but Mexican-Americans. We had to t ra in them; but we had to be

trained ourselves /T ' irs!7,  t hen  we  had  to  exp la in  eve ry th ing  fn  Span ish

to  the  o thers - -how to  do  c lose  order  d r i l l ,  how to  d ismant le  the  r i f le ,

what they were supposed to do, even thejr  general  orders.  They had to

learn the general  orders before they cou' ld get out of  camp. l , . le to ld them, " I t 's

goint to be harc[r ' *But one of  the sergeants said,  " / I f  they can Iearn at  Ieast

three of  the general  orders/ ,  we can manage to  g ive  them passes . "  So

they  d id ,  ' cause they  wanted  to  ge t  ou t  o f  camp.

Where  is  th is  Camp Max ie?

I t ' s  up  in  nor theas t  Texas ,  th i s  s ide  o f  Hugo ,0k ]ahoma.  I t ' s  be tween

Hugo and Par is ,  Texas .

l ^Jhat  about  d isc r im ina t ion .  D id  you see any?

l^ le  had j t  up  there .  In  the  mess  ha l l ,  they  s ta r ted  serv ing  fami ly  s ty1e.

They  wou ld  pu t  a l l  the  food on  the  tab le  and you 'd  serve  Tyourse l f /  f rom

there .  Then a t l  th is  Ang los  s ta r ted  c ry ing  tha t  our  Mex ican boys  were

starving them to death-- that  they didn' t  get  a bi te to eat because we ate

every th ing .  One t ime we had th js  NCO meet ing .  I  to ld  them,  "Look ,  these

gUVS, they don' t  ask to come over here,  they were brought in here,  so why

the  he l l  k ' i ck  about  i t .  I f  you  ge t  no th ' ing  to  ea t ,  tha t ' s  your  fau l t .

Q:

S :

n.

q .
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Get  up  there  and beat  them to  the  draw;  tha t ' s  the  on ly  way you ' re  go ing

to eat.  "  So they had i t l  We used to have two sergeants who were the top

ranking NCOs fon our platoon. One was from Arkansas, the other f rom

Oklahoma. They were mean son-of-a-guns. They used to t reat  us real  bad

fo r  any  l i t t l e  reason .  We used  to  ge t  KP o r  d igg ing  ho les ,  o r  c lean ing

the j r  quar te rs .  For  no  reason a t  a l l ,  they  wou ld  f ind  someth ing  fo r  us

to  do .  And they  used to  ca l l  us  a l l  k inds  o f  names.

Do you remember any of the names?

"Ch i le  beans , "  " taco  f r i to , "  and what  have you.  They  used to  name us  any-

th ing  they  cou ld  th ink  o f  to  d isc r jm ina te  us .

How about ' in town when you went on pass?

In town, that  was di f ferent,  because they knew they would get beat up.

Some guys  drdn ' t  take  too  much o f  tha t  s tu f f .  I  was  ge t t ing  t i red  myse l f .

I  d jdn ' t  want  to  ge t  in to  t roub le ;  I  was  t ry ing  to  do  the  bes t  I  cou ld  as

an  NCO.  I  go t  i n to  f i gh ts  a l l  r i gh t ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  ge t  myse l f  i n to  no

trouble in the company 1wherg.7 I  had to get court-mart ia led or anything

I ' i ke  tha t .

How about  a f te r  bas ic  t ra in ing? D id  the  p la toon go  overseas  as  a  g roup

or  d id  you ge t  b roken up?

When basic t ra in ing was over,  they tested us-- I  guess to see how much

work we had done with these guys. They had their  guys and also Mexjcan

Amer icans  mixed up  w i th  Ang los  in  the  o ther  compan ies .  ln le  were  the  f i rs t

ones  to  ge t  our  awards  because o f  the  c lose  ordered dr i l l s .  They  done i t

bet ter  than any other guys out there.  They were pret ty smart  people;  the

on ly  th ' ing  is  tha t  they  cou ldn ' t  read or  w i r te ,  bu t  they  cou ' ld  unders tand.

I f  you showed them how to do someth' ing,  they'd go out there and do i t .

I  remember  you te l l ing  me about  one o f  these men be jng  s ' i ck .  Can you

Q:

q .

n .

S :
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remember that?

S:  This  guy used to be f rom lv lcAl len,  Texas.  He was a lways w' i th  a co ld and

runn ing  a  f eve r  and  a l l  t ha t ,  un t i l  f i na l l y  t hey  t ook  h im  i n to  t he  hosp i t a l .

They kept  h im there for  about  a week.  Then he came back wi th  orders f rom

the  doc to r  t ha t  he  shou ldn ' t  be  ou t  on  t he  f i e l d  d r i l l i ng  and  t r a i n i ng "

They  pu t  h im  on  l i gh t  du ty ;  acco rd ing  to  them,  i t  was  a  l i gh t  du ty  j ob .

He had to  be  a  bo i le r -man,  to  keep four  bo i le rs  /qo ing / ,  because i t  was

four  bar racks .  He had to  have those four  bo i le rs  a t  n igh t  w ' i th  a ' io t  o f

coal  so that they cou' ld keep those barracks warm in the winter t ime. He

used to  s leep the  nex t  day  f rom about  6 :00  in  the  morn ing  t i l1  about  noon,

when he 'd  ge t  up ,  ea t  lunch,  then herd  do  h is  du ty  a round there- -you know,

as  fa r  as  c lean ing .  He kept  on  l i ke  tha t  fo r  about  th ree  or  four  months .

F ina l l y ,  he  ended  up  w i th  a  med ica l  d i scharge .

What happened to the rest  of  the men?

The rest  of  the men got scattered to di f ferent companies wi th the Anglos

because they already knew how to do this and that.  Also,  some of them

learned to  speak  a  I  i t t le  Eng l ish .  We used to  spend o ,ur  t ' ime ,a t  n igh t

teach ing  them to  read,  wr i te ,  and speak  Eng l rsh .  And some o f  the  guys

there  go t  p re t ty  good.  We d idn ' t  speak  i t  very  we l l ,  bu t  we taught  them

what we knew. They ended up in di f ferent companies and became pret ty good

so ld ie rs .  In  fac t ,  some came up w i th  good decora t jons  when we went  overseas .

Can you te11 me anything interest ing about when you were overseas--where

you were  and what  you d id?

We s tar ted" in  France,  when they  had the  b ig  invas ion- -D-Day.  l l l e  s ta r ted

in  Omaha Beach,  and then we went  th rough France,  Be lgu im,  6n i l  Ho l land.

We entered Germany r ight  around Hol land. l , . le had hard winters,  and hard

bat t les .  I  was  one o f  the  lucky  ones  tha t  was  no t  touched by  a  bu l le t - -

r.l .

S:
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not  because I  was  h id ing  ( ' laughter ) ,  bu t  /6 -ecause l  I  was  1ucky .

How long were you there?

In GermanJ, wa stayed there about two years.

Do you remember your outf i t? What k ind was i t?

I  was  in  the  in fan t ry  in  the  l02nd  D iv is ion ,407  Reg iment .  I t  was  a

r i f le company. I  was in the Heavy Weapon Company when they got me for

the  du ty  w i th  the  boys  I  was  te l ' l i ng  you about .

How about the rest  of  the men? Did you see any of  them?

The only one that I  saw was one on the boat.  H' is name was Rafael  Trev' i f ro,

f rom V ic to r ia ,  Texas .  Th is  guy  was happy-go- lucky- -a lways  s ing ing ,  p lay-

ing  a  l i t t l e  f l u te ,  and  a l l  tha t  k jnd  o f  s tu f f ,  you  know,  a round  the  boa t .

One t jme I  to ld  h jm,  "Goddamn,  a ren ' t  you  a f ra ' id  tha t  when you go  overseas

you '11  ge t  k ' i l ' l ed?"  And  he  says ,  "Why?  I  shou ldn ' t  be  a f ra id .  "  He  says ,

"Are  you  a f ra id?"  I  sa id ,  "A  I  i t t ' i e  b i t .  "  He  says ,  "No ,  I  never  th ink

tha t  I 'm go ing  to  d ie . "  Maybe tha t ' s  what  kept  h im so  happy.  But  the

poor guy, in the f i rst  encoun-ter we had when we landed on 0maha Beach, he

was cut across by machine gun f j re.  And that was the end of  Rafael  Trevi f ro.

Another  one tha t  I  saw was Pab lo  F lo res  f rom E l  Paso.  He a lso  was k i l led

over  there .  h le  used to  go  to  schoo l  together  in  Bea l l .  He was a  ne igh-

bor  o f  m ine  r igh t  across  on  R ivera  St ree t .  The res t  o f  they  guyS,  I  saw

very  i i t t le  o f  them.  I  saw another  one when they  pu l led  us  ou t  o f  the

l ines  to  go  in to  town where  they  had these b ig  coa l  mines .  They  had

showers in there,  and gave us c lean c ' iothes. His name was Daniel  Aam(ez

f rom R/o  Grande C i ty .  He was te l l ing  me tha t  he  was ge t t ing  a long a1 l

r igh t ,  and even thanked me fo r  the  t ra in ing  he  go t  f rom us .  And tha t ' s

about al l  I  remember of  these gtuys.

n .

S :

Q :

S :
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states,  but  there was no way I  could get home unt ' i l  the war was over.  I

was  one o f  the  f i rs t  to  come back ,  because I  d idn ' t  come back  w ' i th  my

outf i t -  I  was put into a group of  guys that were coming for the same

purpose. The Red Cross had us there for  emergency fur ' loughs because we

had parents  tha t  were  s ick .  They  d idn ' t  know j f  they  were  go ing  to  l i ve

long enough, so they wanted us to get back as fast  as we could.  t^Je f lew

back  f rom Par is .

That  takes  care  o f  your  mi ] ' i ta ry  career .  How about  your  job  now? what

do you do here?

Ivly iob here is what they cal l  a power-ground equipment mechanic.  By

power-ground, I  rnean I  work on diesel  generators to power the Hawk and

Nike  miss i les r radars .  As  fa r  as  my  t ra in ing  i s  concerned ,  I  a lways  l i ked

to  be  a  mechan ic .  When I  was  work ing  a t  the  serv ' i ce  s ta t ion ,  I  s ta r ted

as a grease monkey; Lihat 'g7 what they used to cal l  i t .  I t 's  what they

ca l l  a  g reaseman now-- lubr iq6 l ing  cars .  That ' s  where  I  s ta r ted  learn ing

about  mechan ics  because I  used to  he lp  th is  mechan ic  tha t  used to  work

there .  I  had apprent ice  t ra in ing  when I  worked fo r  the  ra i l roads  be fore

i  went  in  the  serv ice .  I  f in jshed the  apprent icesh ip  when I  came back

and go t  to  be  an  A- l  mach jn is t  in  the  shop where  I  used to  work ,  TP.  But

when the  d iese l  eng ' ines  came out ,  they  s ta r ted  RIF ing  ou t  a  lo t  o f  peop le ;

and tha t ' s  when I  go t  ou t  o f  the  ra j l road.  I  t r ied  every th ing .  I  s ta r t -

ed  work jng  as  a  soda pop sa lesman,  then bread sa lesman,  la te r  as  beer

sa lesman.  That ' s  what  I  l ' i ked  the  most - -used to  d r ink  a  lo t  o f  beer .  I

go t  t i red  o f  beer  and went  to  work  as  a  mechan ic  w i th  Ro l l ins  Motor

Company. That was around 
. |954. 

I  started work ' ing there also as a lubr i -

ca t ion  man.  And then f rom there  I  s ta r ted  work ' ing  on  the  l ine ;  tha t ' s

where  I  go t  back  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  my mechan ic  t ra in ing .  0 f  course ,  they

Q:

5 :



SALC I DO

used to have some tra ' in ing programs

and s ta r t  on  the  l i ne .

Page 1 2

there for the guys that want to learn

F ina l1y ,  I  ended  up  nak ing  an  app l i ca t ion  fo r  C iv i l  Serv ice .  A t  one

t jme I  go t  ca l led  in  and  I  neg lec ted  the  app l i ca t ion  and  I  l os t  i t .  And

where I  was working for another dealer,  when the Volkswagon started to

come in,  they sent me to school  over to San Antonio,  Texas, for  three

weeksr  t ra in ing .  So I  learned tha t  Vo lkswagon pre t ty  good.  F jna l l y ,  as

the  company s topped se l l ing ,  they  used to  have d j f fe ren t  guys  come around.

We d idn ' t  ge t  pa id  l i ke  we were  supposed to .  In  fac t ,  somet imes we 'd  be

on commiss ' ion ,  bu t  somet imes they 'd  take  us  ou t  o f  commjss ion  and pu t  us

on sa la ry ,  then take  us  ou t  o f  sa la ry  and pu t  us  back  on  commiss" ion  and

so on  and so  fo r th .  I  ended up  w i th  another  app l i ca t ion  a t  C jv i l  Serv ice

and  f ina l l y  go t ' i n .  Tha t  was  jn  . l 966 ,  
and  I ' ve  been  here  ever  s ince ,

do ing  the  same job .

So you've been with the German school  s ince 
. |966?

No,  a t  f i r s t  I  was  w i th  the  Amer ican schoo l .  I  s ta r ted  a t  Tob in  t , r le l l s .

What I  mean is,  I  was do' ing the same k ' ind of  work,  because the Americans

have the  same k ' ind  o f  schoo l .  Bu t  they  had a  b ig  RIF  in  1970,  and I  went

to  work  as  rad ia to r  repa i rman in  Shop 4  fo r  DIO here  in  For t  B l i ss .  I

was there two years.  Then there was an opening in the German Air  Force

schoo l  do ing  the  same work .  I  pu t  in  fo r  th js  job ,  and I  go t  i t .  Now I

have  pu t  in  fo r  a  d i f fe ren t  job .  I t  pays  a  l i t t l e  be t te r  and  th is ' i s  fo r

the  A i r  Defense Board .  I ' ve  been g iven pre t ty  good chances  o f  ge t t ing  i t .

I  hope so .

As  fa r  as  your  fo rmal  educat ion ,  Vou 've  on ly  been to  7 th  g rade.  Have you

had o ther  type  o f  educat ion?

I  used to  ge t  books  f rom the  f ib ra ry ,  l i ke  Eng l ish ,  Amer ican H ' i s to ry ,  and
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Math.  I  used to study af ter  work.  When I  was in the service,  I  had

/d i  f fer env schoo ls  and  tha t  he lped  me .  I n  fac t ,  he re  a t  Fo r t  B l i ss  they

to ld  me I  had an  /equ iva len t  h igh  schoo l  educat ionTon account  o f  the

schoo ls  I  had in  the  serv ice .  I  had NCO schoo l ,  cooks  & bakers  schoo l  in

San Anton jo ,  and communjca t ions  schoo l  to  lay  g round w i re  fo r  rad io  and

telephone. When they asked me how much school  I  had, I  to ld them about

a l l  the  schoo ls  I  had,  6 {  they  gave me an equ iva len t  7 ra t in f i .

D id  they  g ive  you a  d ' ip loma?

No.  They  to ld  me I  had to  a t tend a  f i ve  week schoo l  in  For t  B l i ss .

Any other events that  you m' ight  remember about the Depression or discr imi-

na t i  o  n?

The on ly  d isc r im ina t ion  i  can  remember  was when I  was  work ing  a t  the  ra i l  -

road. The locker rooms, Vou know, they used to separate the Mexicans and

co lored  guys  in  one sec t ion  and the  Ang los  in  another .  And they  used to

have  b ig  s igns  there  "For  Wh i tes , "  and  then  on  the  o ther  s ide  i t  sa id ,

"For Mexicans and Coloreds."  They used to have i t  pret ty bad when I  was

in  ihe  ra i l road .

I,, lhen was that--before or after the war?

That was before the war.  And af ter  the war i t  was just  about the same.

Ruben,  .you ' re  a  p re t ty  b ig  man.  How ta l l  a re  you?

I  am s ix  fee t  two inches .  I  we igh  about  220 pounds.

You were  a lways  a  b ig  rnan,  so  rea l1y  nobody messed w i th  you in  shcoo l ,  as

far as the Anglos go?

At  Bea l l  schoo l ,  we d idn ' t  have very  many Ang los ;  there  was noLh ing  bu t

Mexicans. As far as I  can remember,  in ry c lass there used to be only

one  l i t t l e  g r ingo  there ,  one  l j t t l e  "g r ingu i to " ;  and  he  d idn ' t  mess  w i th

nobody 'cause he  was a  very  l i t t le  boy .  He was a  very  good one.

Q:

S :

n .

S :
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lnJhere did you p' ick up your Eng' l  jsh that  you used in the Army?

From schoo l .

D id  everybody ta lk  Eng l ish  a t  schoo l?

No.  They  used to  ge t  a f te r  us  because we spoke Span ish  r igh t  ou ts ide  o f

schoo l .  We had a  guy  in  there  as  a  coach.  They  to ld  h im they  d jdn ' t

want  us  to  speak  Span ' i sh  in  the  schoo l  g rounds.  We used to  ca l l  h im "e l

v je jo "  o r  th i s  and  tha t .  He 'd  tu rn  a round  and  then  he  used  to  fo l l ow us .

And f ina l l y ,  when he  used to  ca tch  somebody,  boy  I '11  te11 you l  He used

to  ge t  a  s t rap- -you know,  they  used to  have these long s t i cks  w i th  long

s t raps- -and  r iEh t  the re  he 'd  le t  h jm have  i t .  And ,  oh ,  I  had  my s t rapp ings ;

I  fo rqo t  to  te l l  you  about  tha t .  There  was one l i t t le  shor t  teacher

named Miss  LaFar r .  Boy ,  she  used to  be  l j ke  a  goddamn t iger !  Every  t ime

she 'd  ca tch  somebody,  she was ou t  there  w i th  tha t  s t rap  r igh t  on  the  back .

And h ' i t  hard ,  she  used to  h i t  hard l  One t ime she h i t  me so  hard ,  tha t  fo r

three days I  had big bumps on my back where she strapped me with that  god-

damn s t rap .  Rea l ly ,a t  lha t  t ime they  d idn ' t  foo l  a round- - they  1e t  you  have

i t :  I  d idn ' t  see  them do  i t  w j th  Ang los  because  we d idn ' t  have  very  many .

Also that guy, you know, that  used to be a coach out there,  he used to

beat  them up- -no t  w i th  the  hands,  bu t  w j th  tha t  s t rap ;  he  rea l ]y  used to

bea t  them.  One t ime,  th i s  l i t t l e  teacher  fo r  no  reason  a t  a l l . . .  Here 's

what  happened,  I  can  jus t  look  a t  myse l f  so  many years  ago.  I ' l l  never

fo rge t  th is .  I  was  a t  the  b lackboard ,  scmeth ing  she gave us  fo r  spe11 ing .

Somebody th rew an eraser ,  and h j t  me on  the  head.  When I  tu rned around,

I  had the  eraser  in  my hand,  then she wa lks  in l  Bu t  another  guy  th rowing

the  erasers  h i t  her  and then she thought  I  was  the  one.  So she gave me a

beat jng ,  and then she thought  I  was  too  b ig  fo r  her ,  so  she sent  me to  the

pr inc ipa ' l ,  Mrs .  Pra t te r .  She was a  heavy  se t  one,  and boy ,  she  rea11y

Q :
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s i t  fo r  a  coup le  o fdusted of f  my pants good and proper l  Boy, I  couldn' t

days  ' cause I  was  sore .

How about your parents? Did they cornpla ' in any?

I  never  d id  say  any th ing  to  my parents  about  i t . / LaughterZ. I used to

keep i t  to mysel f .

t , . Jhy  d idn ' t  you  te11 your  paren ts?

Because . . .  I  don ' t  know;  j t  was  jus t  one  o f  those  th ings .  My  k ids  a re  the

same way.  I f  someth ing  happens a t  schoo l ,  I  have to  d ig  i t  ou i  o f  them

or f ind out f rorn a di f fenent person or by the teachers ihemselves when

they  do  someth jng  bad .  Bu t  maybe  I  d idn ' t  te l l  t hem a t  a l l ,  because ,  eh ,

why should I  worry my father and mother.  And at :bhat t ime, i f  they'd go

compla in ,  they  wou ld  te l l  them,  "We l ' l ,  i f  you  don ' t  l i ke  i t ,  you  can  take

your  k id  ou t  o f  schoo l . "  They 'd  jus t  th row you ou t .  A t  tha t  t ime,  they

d idn ' t  care  whether  you went  to  schoo l  o r  no t l

Q: I  know you have to go back to work.  I  want to thank you r ight  now

giv ing  me th is  in te rv iew in  your  lunch hour .  Can you te l l  me your

ings  about  Ch icano,  o r  Mex ' i can  Amer ican,  o r  the  Mex ican?

My feel  ings are that  I  am a Chicano. As they brought that  word out,  I

don' t  know where they dug i t  out  f rorn,  but  I  have heard a lot  of  stor ies

about  the  word  Ch jcano.  My fee ' l ings  are  no t  hur t  j f  you  ca l l  me Ch icano,

l4ex ican,  o r  Mex ican Amer ican.  I  don ' t  ge t  hur t  e i ther  way.

So you rea11y don' t  remember when you f i rst  heard the word Chicano?

No, not exact ly.  I  used to hear i t  long agoo but when I  heard the word

Chicano,  I  used to  th ink  tha t  they  used th is  word  in  shor t  fo rmex icano.

That useo to be my way of  th inking. But as I  have heard [ng/ story about

the word Ch' icano, wel l  ,  /_7!7 sounds /Tike i !7 comes from way, way back.

How about  a t  Sanderson? We]1 ,  you  were  rea l  smal l  then,  bu t  do  you remember

for

feel -
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hear ing  i t  down there?

No.

How about in the Army?

In  the  Army,  I  used to  hear  i t .  They  used to  ca l l  us  Ch icano,  Ch icas

Patas ,  a l l  k inds  o f  names,  bu t  we 'd  th ink  no th ' ing  o f  i t .  I  mean,  as  fa r

iasZ t l ' re  /o r ig jnT o f  th is  word .

Do you assoc ia te  the  word  now wi th  the  Ch icano Movement  as  be ing  rebe l l ious

or  as  be ing  any th ing  cont rad ic to ry  to  what  you be l ieve?

No.  I  th ink  i t ' s  abou t  t ime  somebody  ge ts  up  and  th inks ' l i ke  they  a re

th ink ing ,  because I  don ' t  want  my fami ly ,  f fu t f f  boys  and g i r l s ,  to  pass

through l i fe  the  way I  d id .  I  want  them to  have a  d ' i f fe ren t  l i fe .  So I

don ' t  fee l  hur t  about  i t ,  no  way l

Q:  Te l l  me about  your  ch i ld ren .  You to ld  me some o f  your  ch i ld ren  are  mar r jed

now /and7 are  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  What  k ind  o f  a  pos i t ion  do  they  have?

S:  My  daugh te r  works  a t  the  Bank  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia ' i n  San  Franc isco .  My  son- in -

law is  superv isor  fo r  John Hancock  Insurance.  The o ldes t  i s  mar r ied ,  and

is  a  teacher  a t  Basset t  Schoo l .  The youngest  i s  go ing  to  UTEP.

n .

S:
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