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fTh is  is  an
Mainzer ,  E l

i n te rv iew w i th  Mr .  Magda leno C isneros  by  Mr .  Lu is  t {pez  a t  5832
Paso,  Texas ,  November  26 ,  1976J

Mr .  C isneros ,  why  d id  you become invo lved in  po ' l i t i cs?

l '4y  invo lvement  in  po l i t i cs  was most ' l y  an  ou tgrowth  o f  my invo lvement  in

the  Ch icano Movement ,  w j th  M.A.Y.A. ,  and Lo the7 organ iza t ions  whose

goa ls  a re  be t te r ing  the  Ch jcano.  My in te res t  ' i n  po l i t j cs  was aroused

at  a  very  young age,  dur ing  the  Pres ident ia l  campaign  o f  John F .

Kennedy.  When he f i rs t  ran  fo r  Pres ident  jn  1960,  I  became rea ' l l y

in te res ted  in  po l i t i cs .  As  t ime went  by ,  I  s ta r ted  to  p lay  a  more  ac t ive

ro le  in  communi ty  po l i t i cs ,  such as  organ iz ' ing  groups ,  most ly  in  South

E l  Paso,  fo r  campaigns  a t  the  loca l  and s ta te  leve ls .  As  fa r  as  we cou ld

determine,  we were  very  in f ' luen t ia l  in  severa l  e lec t ions .

What  par ty  in te res t  o r  o f f i ce  d id  you want  to  represent?

Le t  me make  a  I i t t l e  c la r i f i ca t ion  here .  In  
. |974  

I  ran  fo r  Jus t ' i ce

of the Peace under La Raza Unjda Party.  My precinct  was Precjnt  Three

of El  Paso County.  However,  the main purpose for running was not so

much fo r  ge t t ing  e lec ted  as  j t  was  to  ge t  the  par ty  on  the  ba l lo t  fo r

the  f i rs t  t ime.  Our  goa ' l s  were  pr imar i l y  to  se t  up  a  county -w ide  ne t -

work  o f  e lec to ra l  judges  to  p rov ide  ass is tance fo r  e lec t ' ion  o f  a  th j rd

par ty - - i f  you  want  to  ca l t  i t  a  th i rd  par ty .  We l j ke  to  th ink  tha t  we

were only a second party rather than a th i rd;  'cause i f  you are aware of

Texas  po f i t ' i cs ,  there  is  on ly  one major  par ty  in  Texas- - the  Democra t ic

gart f l .  La Raza Unida sought to give the Democrats more compet i t ' ion

jn  o rder  to  make them more  respons jve  to  the  needs o f  the  Ch icano.

As  fo r  my in te res t  in  the  o f f i ce ,  i t  was  most ly  chosen a t  random.

We needed cand ida tes  to  run  in  d j f fe ren t  pos ' i t ions ,  and tha t  pos i t ion

seemed to be the most logical  one f for  mg_/,  g iven my t ime for campaign-

ing  and my f inanc ia l  resources .

L :

C :

L :

a .
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L :

Did  you have any  he ' lp ,  o ther  than the  Raza Un ' ida  he lp ing  you f inanc ia l l y?

La Raza Un ida  d id  no t  he lp  us  f inanc ia l l y .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  we

had to help the Raza Unida. Whatever funds we had, we'd get to keep

some fo r  ourse lves .  And i f  we had any  le f tn  we wou ld  cont r jbu te  them to

the state party,  the state headquarters.  We did get a lot  of  support  f rom

the communi ty ,  the  peop le ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  Ch icano bar r ios .  They  were

not  b ig  cont r ibu t ions ,  bu t  they  were  in  a  way rea l  s ign i f i can t .  Some

1p*eop1g17 would provide their  home for cof fee shops to have discussions,

o thers  wou ld  p rov ide  labor  ForT  pa in t ing  s ignso pos ters .  Others  donated

the i r  serv ices  such as  go ing  and campaign ing ,  work ing  the  prec inc ts

dur ing  e lec t ion  day  or  whatever .  There  was a  lo t  o f  communi ty  par t i c i -

pat' ion and i nvol vement .

In  the  e lec t ion  o f  1972 ,  Bowie  H jgh  Schoo l ,  wh ich  i s  loca ted  in  the

souths ide ,  had a  very  1ow vo ter  tu rnout .  Can you exp la ' in  th is  ac t ion?

Trad i t iona l l y ,  the  Ch icano has  been under - represented  in  the  vo ter  reg is -

t rat ion l is t .  You probably are aware 1{naf l  we make up only about 38 per-

cent of  the registered voters;  however,  compare that to the populat ion

which  is  p r imar i l y  Mex ican-Amer ican o f  Span ish  surnamed (who are  the

major i t y ) ,  tha t rs  a  d i f fe rence o f  about  20  percent .  For  some reason,

the  Mex ican-Amer icans  or  Ch icanos  tend to  be  less  ac t ive  in  po l i t i cs ;

some don ' t  even go  ou t  to  ge t  reg is te red  to  vo te .  I t  was  no t  un t i l  the

la te  
. |960s  

when the  vo ter  reg is t ra t ion  campaigns  were  s ta r ted  tha t  a  1o t

o f  Mex ican-Amer icans  go t  reg is te red  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime.

I t  i s  commonly  known tha t  here  in  E l  Paso,  South  E l  Paso is  an  ind i -

cator of  /Tnq Chicano vote.  One might say,  "As South El  Paso goes, so

goes the  Ch icano vo te  in  E l  Paso. "  As  fo r  the  low tu rnout ,  i t  was  prob-

ably because La Raza Unida was /Tus17 gett ing started, and there was

C:
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not  too  much loca l  in te res t  jn  the  e lec t ions .  As  loca l  in te res t  deve lops

or  he igh tens ,  we  ge t  more  par t i c ipa t ion  in  a reas  l i ke  Sou th  E l  Paso .  I

th ink r ight  now the precinct  headquarterrs in Alamo Elementary School .

For  example ,  i f  two Mex ican-Amer ican cand jda tes  are  oppos ing  each

other ,  they  w i l l  ge t  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican-Amer ican vo tes  ou t .  I f  a  Mex ican-

Amer ican cand ida te  i s  runn ing  aga ins t  an  Ang1o,  tha t  w i l l  p roduce a  lo t

o f  Mex lcan-Amer ican tu rnout  in  such prec jnc ts  as  the  one covered by

Bowie  in  1972.

L :  When you ment ioned two Ch icanos  runn ing  aga ins t  each o ther ,  I  wou ld

assume that you are referr ing to Representat ' ives Moreno and Sant jes-

teban ?

C:  Yes .  I  had an  oppor tun i ty  to  p lay  a  fa i r l y  ac t i ve  ro le  in  tha t  campaign ,

/even though I  was ]  on  the  los ing  s ide .  But  there  was a  lo t  o f  in te res t

and par t i c ipa t ion  by  a  1o t  o f  peop le  on  bo th  s ides .  I t  was  qu i te  a  heated

campa i  gn .

You stated that you were more or less p ' icked to represent the part icular

o f f i ce  you ment ioned a l ready .  What  weFO some o f  the ' impor lan t  j ssues  tha t

you were try ing to see changed?

L ike  I  sa id ,  there  were  a  1o t  / -o fJ  i ssues .  Pr io r  to  the  e lec t ion  o f

'74 ,  there  was a  lo t  o f  p rob lems w ' i th  the  Jus t ices  o f  the  Peace,  as  fa r

as  them not  showing up  when they  were  supposed to ,  be ing  ava i lab le  when

the of f jcers needed them. One of  my points was that I  would propose

tha t  a  J .P .  wou ld  be  ava i lab le  a t  the  t ' ime when they  are  needed,  tha t

a  sys tem o f  ro ta t ion  o f  hours  be  se t  up  where  a t  leas t  one J .P .  wou ld

be ava i lab le  a t  a l l  t imes in  case o f  an  emergency  o"  l : f J  a  po l i ce

needed them fo r  war ran ts ,  summons,  whatever .  A lso ,  the  ru l ings  o f  most

o f  the  J .P . ' s  in  the  pas t  have  been  an t i -Ch icano .  For  some reason ,

L :

C:
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' cause there  are  no  records  kept  o f  the  proceed ings ,  Ch ' i canos  f ind  i t

very  d i f f i cu l t  to  ge t  jus t i ce  in  these cour ts .  I f  a  Ch icano was ar res ted

and had to go before a Just ice of  the Peace, he would have a very hard

t ime prov ing  h imse l f  innocent  even i f  he  was innocent .  For  some reason

loca l  judges  tend to  favor  the  po l i ce  o f f i cer  regard less  o f  what  the  po l i ce

o f f i cer  i s  say ' ing .  The judges  tend to  be l ieve  the  po l j ce  o f f j cer  more

than the  person.

There was a big issue on those three persons that threw the f i re bomb

at  the  Popu lar  Dry  Goods Company downtown /August  6 ,1976J .  Cou ld  th is

be an example of  the issues that you were try ing to change, where the men

were not represented according to the law?

No,  cer ta in ly  no t ,  because the ' i r  t r ia l  was  he ld  in  a  S ta te  Cour t .  And

they  d id  have the  oppor tun i ty  fo r  good ' lega ' l  representa t ion ,  fo r  lega l

counse l .  What  I  meant  was most ly  pe t ty  o f fenses  I  j ke  be jng  p icked up  fo r

jay  wa lk ing  or  d runkenness  or  d is tu rb ' ing  the  peace,  wh jch  is  very  popu lar

w i th  the  po ' l i ce  o f f i cers  here .  i f  they  have no  o ther  charge,  they ' l l

charge  them w i th  d is tu rb ing  the  peace ,  espec ia l l y  i f  i t ' s  a  you th fu l

defendant.  I f  he goes before a Just ice of  the Peace, whatever the po1 ice

o f f j cer  says ,  tha t  goes .  The de fendant  may have jus t  come out  o f  h is

house,  bu t  i f  the  po l i ce  o f f i cer  says  he  was d is tu rb ' ing  the  peace,  he

wi l l  be  f ined  or  found gu ' i1 ty  o f  d is tu rb ing  the  peace.

When you re fe r  to  po l i ce  o f f i cers ,  a re  you re fe r r ing  to  Ang1o,  Ch icano

and B lack  o f f i cers?

Unfo r tuna te ly ,  "po l i ce  o f f i ce r "  does  cover  a l l ,  when  we ' re  ta l k ing  abou t

po l i ce  o f f i cers  o r  po l i ce  harassment ,  po l i ce  b ru ta l ' i t y '  i f  you  want  to

ca l l  i t  f tha f l .  In  South  E l  Paso,  i t  i s  no t  I  im i ted  to  the  Ang ' lo  po l  i ce

o f f i cers .  Somet imes i t  the  Ch icano po l i ce  o f f i cer ,  Mex ican-Amer ican,
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Span ish  surname (whatever  you want  to  ca l l

and harsh with the l ' lexican people as would

B l  ack .

h' im) /TnaY ir  just as brutal

be the Anglo or would be the

C:

L:  Cou ld  you g ive  a  smal l  reason why the  Ch icano po l i ceman wou ld  s te reo type

h is  fe l low man in  h is  behav io r?  Is  he  t ry ing  to  ge t  ahead or  i s  he  t ry ' ing

to represent the whi te image?

L :

I  do  no t  know.  I  do  no t  have fac ts  o r  s tud ies  tha t  a re  a t  my d isposa l .

What  I  do  have is  most ly  op in ions .  And rny  persona l  op in ion  is  tha t  i t

has  to . :do  a  lo t  w i th  the  h i r ing  o f  these po l i ce  o f f i cers .  Some o f  these

po l ice  o f f i cers  come f rom the  bar r iosn  no t  f ro rn  South  E l  Paso ' i t se l f ,

bu t  s jm i la r  ba r r ios .  Here  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  Mex ican-Amer ican  po l i ce

o f f i cers .  They  tend to  th ink  in  te rms o f  gangs  s t i l l .  They  th jnk

tha t  j f  you ' re  f ro rn  South  E l  Paso,  San Juan,  o f  Smel te r  Town,  you be long

to  a  gang.  And i f  they ' re  f rom San Juan they ' l l  have a  very  harsh  v iew

of  peop le  jn  South  E l  Paso.  And i f  they ' re  f rom Smel te r  Tcwn,  they ' l ' l

have  a  harsh  v iew o f  San Juan and South  E l  Paso;  and v ice  versa .  I  wou ld

say  i t ' s  a  lack  o f  educat ion  on  the  par t  o f  the  po1 jce  o f f  i cer ,  /wh ic t rT

causes  h im to  be  bru ta l  o r  lack  unders tand ing  o f  p rob ' lems in  d i f fe ren t

Chi ca no cornmu ni t i es .

S jnce  we are  a  border  c i ty ,  wou ld  you re f lec t  th js  same p ic tu re  in

Ju6rez ,  Mdx jco- - lack  o f  educat ion- -on  the  par t  o f  the  po l  i cemen,  and

the  same type o f  jus t i ce?

I  a rn  no t  rea ] ly  qua l i f ied  to  ta lk  about  Mdx ico ,  bu t  I  wou ld  say ,  Jes ,

lack  o f  educat ion  wou ld  be  very  impor tan t  in  te rms o f  de termin ing  the

behav io r  o f  po ] ice  o f f  i cers  and o ther  o f f  i c ia l  s  o f  t v ldx  j co .  A l  so ,  the j r

greed for money somet ' imes dr ives them to do things that otherwise would

no t  be  done ,  tak jng  a l l  o ther  th ings  jn to  cons idera t ' i on .

c .
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L:

C:

Who were youi"  opponents when you ran for Just ice of  the Peace?

My opponent was iust  one person, Jesufs Hern/ndez, who is the current

J -P-  fo r  Prec inc t  Three in  the  County  o f  E l  Paso.

l^ las he equal ly or better qual i f ied than you were?

I 'd  l i ke  to  say ,  I  be l ieve  tha t  i  was  be t te r  qua l i f i ed  than  he  was ;

however ,  he  d jd  have an  es tab l i shed par ty  beh ind  h im,  na t iona l  par ty ,

' i f  you  w i l l .  He ran  w i th  a  very  popu lar  person,  R ichard  Te l ' les ,  who

I  be l ieve  coa t - ta i l ed  h im in to  o f f i ce .  By  v i r tue  o f  R jchard  Te l les '
f

v ic to ry ,  Herndndez  rode  h is  coa t - ta i l  ,  as  po l i t i c ians  ca l l  j t .

What  percentage vo te  d id  you rece ive  a f te r  the  e lec t ion?

In my posi t ion,  the percentage of  the vote was 22 percent for  La Raza

Unida and 70 percent for  the Democrats.

Do you bel ieve that the 22 percent had an impact on the way that people

are  beg inn ing  to  rea l j ze  tha t  the  Democra t ic  Par ty  o r  the  Repub l ican

Party are not going al l  out  to help La Raza? Did the ?? percent have

an impact  on  the  vo ter  reg is t ra t ion?

The 22  percent  was  s ign i f i can t  in  tha t  i t  d id  symbol ize  tha t  there  was

a s ign i f i can t  amount  o f  d isconten t  w i th  the  Democra ts ,  the  es tab l i shed

par ty .  I  do  no t  know tha t  th is  re f lec ts  on  the  vo ter  reg is t ra t ion ,

bu t  I  do  fee l  tha t  there  is  a  need fo r  change in  a t t i tudes  o f  peop le  in

the  major  par t ies ,  a t  leas t  towards  the  Ch jcano.  For  too  long a  t ime the

Democrats have looked upon the Chicanos as a sure vote.  I f  they can

get  the  o ther  minor i t ies  to  vo te ,  and o ther  g roups- -1abor ,  fo r  example- -

on  the i r  s jde ,  they  have won the  e lec t ion .  But  they  never  th ink  o f

having to convice the Ch' icano vote to vote Democrat,  'cause they always

fee l  tha t  the  Ch icano rs  a  Democra t ic  vo ter .  I f  you ' re  a  Ch icano,  you ' re

fo r  the  Democra ts ,  regard less .  I  th ink  th is  has  to  no t  on ly  change '  bu t

L :

C :

L :

C :

L :
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L :

C :

tha t  the  Ch icano has  to  make h is  pos i t ion  fe l t  more ;  so  tha t  when i t

comes down to  po l i cy ,  we wou ldn ' t  jus t  be  taken fo r  g ran ted  bu t  wou ld

be accepted  and recogn ized,  /our /  fee l ings  and fou f ,  needs  /Tu1f i l l .q7

when i t  comes to  d ' i s t r jbu t ing  the  goods,  the  spo i l s  o f  v ' i c to ry .

A t  what  age leve1 do  t r ' l ex ican-Amer jcans  f  i r s t  perce ive  the  t ' ime to

vo te?  Do you be l ieve  tha t  peop le  in  the j r  th i r t ies ,  o r  low twent ies ,

were  ge t t ' i ng  ou t  to  vo te ,  o r  was  i t  o lder  peop le?

I  do  no t  know i f  there  is  any  research  or  es tab l ' i shed da ta  on  the  exac t

age /o f  th t  Ch icano Tvoter / .  For  the  most  par t ,  i t  has  been es tab l j shed

on the general  nat ional  bases that peopl  e between 30 and 60 tend tc be

more  ac t ive  or  to  go  and vo te  more  regu la r ly .  As  fo r  the  Ch icano,

lF - .  f ' uV on ly  been in te res ted ' in  e lec t ions  where  he  cou ld  re la te  to

one or  two o f  the  cand ida tes .  La te ' l y  I  th ink  th is  has  s ta r ted  to  change,

especial ly wi th more Mexican-Americans be' ing educated, rnore l '4exican-

Amer icans  be ing  ab le  to  speak  more  Eng l ish  f luen t ly ,  be ing  ab le  to  read

and wri te.  They have taken the t ime to go register,  to go vote more

regu ' la r ly .  So  I  th ink  tha t  as  t ime changes,  the  age where  the  Ch icanos

get  invo lved is  be ing  lowered.

There ' i s  a  lo t  o f  you th  invo lvement  now in  po l i t i cs ,  bo th  Ch icano

and Ang1o.  But  Ch icanos  have rea l l y  s ta r ted  to  ge t  in to  po l i t ' i cs  now.

Ihere-was a lo;  of- te l  k beTore th ' i - lg7O elect lor i  i t rout  apath.y,

the  lack  o f  vo ter  tu rnout ,  the  lack  o f  in te res t  by  minor i ty  g roups .

gut  t i  i t  t tana ouf ,  especiatTv in  Chicano areas here ln  El  Paso,

the voter  turnout  was s ign i f icant ly  h . igh.  Imagine,  one of  us,  the

South  E l  Paso prec jnc t ,  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime,  I  be l ' ieve ,  /had7 over

500 hundred turn out to vote.  This is compared to about 300 at  the

most  in  p rev ious  e lec t ' ions .  So there  is  more  in te res t  on  the  par t  o f
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L:

8

C:

the  Ch icano in  po l i t i cs .  And I  th ink  th is  i s  par t l y  due to  becoming more

educated ,  be t te r  ab le  to  unders tand po l i t i cs ,  i ssues ,  cand ida tes ,  and,

over  a l l ,  the  e lec t ion  p rocedures .

Do you have an idea why Mexjcan-Americans have had l i t t le representat ion

in  po l  i t i cs?

Wel l ,  most ly  because we l i ved  in  a  na t ion  o f  ma jor i t y  ru1e,  ' i f  you  want

to cal l  i t  that .  As you know, we make up only about 5 percent of  the

to ta l  na t iona l  popu la t ion .  When you t ranscr ibe  tha t  to  power ,  i t  ' i s

very  l i t t le  power  compared to  the  Ang1o.  As  fa r  as  I  know,  there  w i l l

be  no  Span ish  surnames in  the  U.S.  Senate ,  fo r  example ,  /a f te fT  t f r i s

e lec t ion  /November  19767.  There  w i l ' l  be  on ly  a  handfu l  o f  Span ish  sur -

nanred Tpersonsl  jn the House of  Representat ives.  Thjs has been true for

a  long t ime.  Here  jn  Texas  we used to  have one representa t ive ,  Henry
/

B.  Gonzd lez  (ou t  o f  San  An ton io ,  I  be l jeve) ,  bu t  tha t  was  abou t  i t .

For  some reason,  the  Ch icano cannot  pu t  ou t  a  cand ' ida te  tha t  i s  acceptab le

to  bo th  Mex ican-Amer icans  and Ang los .  I  do  be l ieve  there  have been

enough cand jda tes  to  t ry  fo r  the  pos i t ions ,  bu t  they  have no t  been ab le

to  ge t  w ide  suppor t .

A t  a  loca l  l eve l  he re  in  E l  Paso , ' i t  i s  k ind  o f  a  un ique  th ing .

l ^Je  do  have a  lo t  o f  Mex ican-Amer icans  or  Span jsh  surnamed ind ' i v idua ls

e lec ted ' in to  o f f i ce ;  however ,  most  o f  the  h igher  o f f i ces  are  he ld  by

Ang lo-Amer icans  who,  as  I  have s ta ted ,  a re  a  minor i ty  here  in  the

County  o f  E l  Paso.  For  example ,  such o f f i ces  as  the  o f f i ce  o f  the  Mayor

6^L7 the County Judqe have tradi t ional ly been held by Anglo-Amerjcans.

As far as I  know, there has been only one Span' ish surnamed Mayor,  Raynpnd

Te l les ;  bu t  because  o f  h i s  un ique  ro le  o r  h is  un ' ique  pos i t i on  jn  h is to ry

and po l i t i cs  i r fe re  in  E l  Paso,  he  was unab le  to  do  much fo r  the  Ch icano
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as  a  who le .

You  ment ioned  Mr .  Te l les '  un ique  s ta tus .  Can  you  p lease  c la r j f y  th i s?

L ike  I  sa id  be fore ,  there  has  no t  been any  Mex ican-Amer ican,  s ince  or

before f r i i l ,  that  has been elected Mayor of  the c i ty of  E1 Paso.

There have been a lot  of  candidates wi th real  good programs who made

rea l  s t rugg les  to  ge t  e lec ted ,  bu t  a t  some po in t  they  came out  shor t .

One cand' idate that  comes into my mind is Mr.  H/ctor Bencomo. He

has run  a  coup le  o f  t imes and come rea l  c lose  to  w inn ing ,  bu t  no t  ac tua l l y

won. In the future maybe we wi l l  have more mayors wi th Span' ish sur-

names,  bu t  r igh t  now we are  s t i l l  ou tnumbered.

A whi le ago you ment ioned the Senate.  I  presume that you were referr ing

to Senator Montoya of  New Mexico.

Yes ,  p rec ise ly .  For  some reason,  the  peop le  o f  New Mex ico  vo ted  h i rn  ou t .

New Mexico wi l l  have to pay dear ly for  that .  You know, [ t l r .  i ' lontoya

was no t  f rom my par ty ,  Democra ts ,  bu t  s t i l l  he  had a  cons iderab le

amount  o f  sen io r i t y  jn  the  Senate .  Th is  t rans la tes  jn to  p rograms fo r

the  d is t r j c ts  and fo r  the  s ta te .  And even though Mr .  Schmi t t  w j l l  be

a  very  popu lar  person (hav ing  been an  as t ronaut ) ,  I  do  no t  be l ' ieve

that he wj I I be abl e to get as rnany programs or federal moni es lTio{J

New Mexico as did Mr.  Montoya.

Are  you present ly  invo lved in  any  communi ty  ac t ion  or  o rgan iza t ' ions

here  in  E l  Paso?

C: My involvement  at  the present  t ime is  l imi ted to  La Campaf ia  Por  la

Sa lvac i6n  de l  Segundo  Bar r i o .  Our  goa ls  a re  to  sa l vage  wha t  i s  l e f t

o f  the Segundo Barr jo .  I  do not  know i f  you are aware of  i t ,  but  for

the past  two or  three years there has been a p lan to  eradicate o ld

C :

L :
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tenements.  And the problem is,  the residents of  ihese tenaments are

Mex ican-Amer icans  w i th  very  l i t t le  jncome.  As  ear ly  as  
'1964,  

we were

ask ing  o r  demand ing ,  p ro tes t ing ,  march ing  aS ja ins t  the  c i t y  o f f i c ia l s

for not enforcing housing codes or rnaking the landlords improve the

tenements .  The response f rom the  c i ty  o f f i c ia ls  was tha t  i t  was  very

hard "under Texas law" to make the landlord f ix  or improve the tenenients.

Yet ,  in  
. |973,  

when we were  in  a  very  low or  very  ser ious  economjc

depress ion  na t ion  w ide ,  espec ia l l y  in  Sou th  E l  Paso ,  the  C i t y  Admin is -

t ra t ion  dec ided to  en force  the  c i ty  hous ing  codes .

The response by the tenement landlords was to tear down the tene-

ments .  Ins tead o f  f i x ing  them,  they  wou ld  g ive  no t ice  to  the  res idents

that they would be evicted because the tenement was go' ing to be torn

down. And this happened not Fnl i l  one t ime, but we had at  least  
. |40

tenements that  were torn down this way. What resul ted was a severe

shor tage  o f  hous ing ,  no t  on ly  in  Sou th  E l  Paso ,  bu t ,  as  I  s ta ted ,  in

the  na t ' ion ,  due to  the  economic  c r is is .  There  was an  overa l l  lack  o f

pub l i c  hous ing ,  espec ia l l y  one w i th in  the  economic  means o f  the  peop le

of South El  Paso. So we had to t ry to stop the tear ing down of  whdt

hous ing  was ava i lab le .  Ins tead o f  tear ing  i t  down,  we advocated  the

repa i r  o r  improvement  o f  such hous ing .  h le  sought  to  b r ing  in  Federa l

p rograms,  such as  HUD,  ln i l  a t  leas t  more  programs tha t  cou ld  have

been  made  ava i l ab le  to  a reas  such  as  Sou th  E l  Paso  under  the  Comrnun i t y

Deve lopmen t  Ac t  o f  1974 ,  wh ich  was  s igned  by  P res iden t  Fo rd .  However ,

we  me t  a  l o t  o f  res i s tance ,  pa r t l y  because  Sou th  E l  Paso  i s  ma jn l y  a

Mexican-Amer ican communj ty  and supposedly  new laws were a imed at  de-

seg rega t i ng  commun i t i es .  Tha t  ' i s ,  t hey  d id  no t  wan t  a  concen t ra t i on

o f  /  a *J  m jno r i t y  i n  one  s ing le  a rea .  And  tha t  c rea ted  a  p rob lem in
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br inging Federal  programs to South El  Paso.

f inothef l  problem was that at  th is t ' ime the pr ice of  land in South

E l  Paso had r i sen  so  h igh  tha t  the  land owners  found i t  more  pro f i tab le

to  se l l  to  indus t r ia l  and conmerc ia l  in te res ts  ra ther  than to  bu i ld

hous ing  fo r  ren t  o r  fo r  the i r  own pr iva te  use  jn  tha t  a rea .  5o  we

ended up with South El  Paso havjng over 300 commercial  interests in

tha t  a rea .  That  i s  about  th ree  square  mi les .  That  i s  very  d i f f i cu l t ,

because a t  one t ime South  E l  Paso had a  popu la t ion  o f  a lmost  19 ,000

' in  the  same area ,  wh ich  was very  dense fo r  a  s ing ' le  a rea  in  E l  Paso.

Now, I  bel ieve that the populat ion has gone down to anywhere from

6,000 to  8 ,000.  And what  we are  in te res ted  in  i s  to  p rov ide  low cos t

hous ing  fo r  peop le ,  Mex ican-Amer icans  pr imar i l y ,  in  th is  a rea .  There

are  th ree  e lementa ry  schoo ls ,  one  iun io r  h jgh ,  and  one  h igh  schoo l ,

Bowie  H igh  Schoo l .  There  are  th ree  Roman Catho l i c  churches  rea l  c lose

LOVJ,  there  are  a t  leas t  two o ther  re l ig ious  churches  in  the  area .

Trad ' i t iona l l y ,  South  E l  Paso has  been a  res ident ' ia l  communi ty .  Many

l . lex jcan-Amer icans  have found l i v ing  jn  South  E l  Paso very  conven jen t

due to the c loseness of  downtown El  Paso and Judrez.

People wi th very low econom' ic means could t ravel  to Juf i rez and

buy foodstuf fs which are cheaper in Mfxico.  They could t ravel  to

downtown without having to pay or use too much publ ' ic  t ransportat jon,

wh ich  is  very  l im i ted  in  E l  Paso.  So j t  was  very  economica l l y  reward ' ing ,

you migh t  say ,  to  l i ve  in  South  E l  Paso.  Sorne peop le  have l i ved  here

not  jus t  l0  o r  20  years ,  some have l i ved  here  fo r  a lmost  80  years ;  these

are  the  o1d peop le .  And i t  i s  very  hard  fo r  them to  f jnd  the i r  way  around

in  d i f fe ren t  a reas  o f  town,  as  has  been done w i th  th is  pub l i c  hous ing .

They  have been sent  to  Ys le ta  o r  Nor theas t  E l  Paso.  Both  are  about  13
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miIes away/ iom downtown El  Paso7--a distr ibut ion that is not very

feasible when you think of  the changes. Also /There were] changes

/i27 environment that had to be adiusted to by the residents when they

npved out of  South El  Paso. Whereas they were accustomed to going

to the downtown stores,  now they have to t ravel  to shopping centers;

o r  i f  they  want  to ,  they  have to  take ' long bus  r ides  to  come to  South

El Paso or downtown. Those that used to go to Judrez f ind i t  more

d i f f i cu l t  to  go  to  Judrez  and make the i r  purchases  there .

The problem r ises and goes on as more people move out and

indus t r ia l  compan ies  s ta r t  to  move in .  And th is  makes i t  a  lo t

more  d ' i f f i cu l t  fo r  the  peop le  in  South  E l  Paso to  ge t  hous ing  in

Sou th  E l  Paso ,  p r imar i l y ,  because theUn i ted  S ta tes ' i sacoun t ry  where

money speaks, and most of  these commerical  ' interests have a lot  of  money

which  speaks  very  loud ' l y .  And the  Mex ican-Amer icans  in  South  E l  Paso,

as I  statsd,  are very poor.  So we do not have the resources sometimes

to  f i gh t  the  cour t  ru l i ngs  o r  judges 'dec is ions ,  o r  d is t r i c t  cour ts

or  whatever ,  wh ich  somet imes cou ld  have been fought  o r  cou ld  have

been won i f  we had the means to f ight  them.

Was your support  mainly concentrated by Mexican-Americans?

Are  you re fe r r ing  to  the  e lec t ion?

Yes. l , r lere there any Ang' los or Blacks back' ing you up?

I would have to say that the Raza Unida Party here in El  Paso freceived-/

most ly Mexican-American support"  There may have been some Anglos.

Looking at  the returns by precincts,  I  noted that there were some

prec inc ts  tha t  have been h iqh  Ang lo  percentage and we d id  ge t  p re t ty

good turnouts out of  those precincts.  So there may have been some l iberal

vo tes  fo r  us  f rom those prec inc ts .
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After the elect jon,  how did your party fare w' i th the other part ies?

In 1974, our party did pret ty good compared to the other party.  As

a mat te r  o f  fac t ,  we d id  so  good tha t . . .  Le t  me go back .  In  Texas ,

there was a law that stated that a th i rd party would have to get

s ix  percent  o f  the  genera l  e lec t ion  vo te  in  o rder  to  s tay  on  the  ba l lo t

fo r  the  nex t  e lec t ion .  A f te r  the  
. |974 

e lec t jon ,  the  s ta te  leg is la tu re ,

wh ich  is  cont ro l led  by  the  Democra t ic  Par ty ,  passed a  law ra ' i s ing

the six percent to 20 percent.  They were afraid that  i f  we kept going

as  we d id ,  we might  cha l lenge them rea l  ser ious ' l y  in  the  very  near

fu tu re .

And I  do bel ieve that the day w"i1l  come when La Raza Unjda wi l l

es tab l i sh  i t se l f  as  a  leg i t imate ,  very  s t rong th i rd  par ty ,  o r  second

par ty ,  i f  you  w j l l ,  here  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .

So what  you are  say ing  js  tha t  you  are  p lann ing  to  run  aga in ,  i f  asked

to  do  so  in  the  fu tu re .

C :  No t  run .  I  do  p lan  to  be  more ' invo lved ' in  the  s t reng then ing  o f  the

par ty ,  bu t  I  do  no t  be l ieve  tha t  I  w i l l  run  fo r  o f f i ce  aga in ,  per -

sona l  l y .

Do you feel  that  Mexican-Americans are being represented equal ly in

po l i t i ca l  i ssues  on  an  even  sca le  w i th  o ther  e thn ic  g roups?

I do not bel ieve that we are being represented equa11y. Because, to

beg in  w i th ,  l e t  me say  th ' i s :  ou r  i ssues ,  our  p rob lems,  a re  no t  the

same as  the  o ther  m inor j t i es '  p rob lems.  There  a re  s im i la r i t i es ,  l e t ' s

say ,  w i th  the  B lacks ,  who are  most ly  poor  a lso  ( th is  wou ld  be  the

Mex ican worker ) .  l r Je  a lso  have a  s t igma or  the  labe l  o f  be jng  Span ish ,

pr imar i l y  speak ing  Span ish ,  so  tha t  p rograms des igned fo r  B lacks  may

not  a lways  app ly  to  the  Ch icano,  and v ice  versa .

l3
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0r  le t  me say  th is :  the  Ch icano fo r  the  most  par t  has  been ge t t ing

lef tovers f rom the Black programs. That is,  such prograrns as Project

Bravo and a l l  those th ings  were  pr imar i l y  des igned fo r  B lack  communi t ies .

And the  resu l t  has  been,  what 's  le f tover  was tu rned over  fo r  Mex ican-

Amer icans  and o ther  minor i t ies .  Th is  has  no t  rea l l y  been too  he lp fu l

for  the Mexican-Amerjcan. As you probably are aware, we do have several

pockets of  extreme poverty here in El  Paso, one of  them being South

El Paso. Southeast El  Paso has a lot  of  poverty too,  and they are most ' ly

Mexican-Americans. San Juan has a large concentrat ion of  poor Mexican-

Amer icans .  There  are  o ther  Mex ican-Amer ican communi t ies  in  the  ou t ly ing

areas  o f  E l  Paso  wh ich  a lso  exper ience  a  lo t  o f  d i f f i cu l t y  f i nanc ia l l y .

We nren t ioned Representa t ive  Sant ies teban.  Is  he  represent ing  the  peop le

o f  E l  Paso equa ' l1y  o r  i s  he  concent ra t ing  on  o ther  g roups?

Sta te  Senator  Sant ies teban,  I  be l ieve ,  i s  do ing  an  adequate  job  when

you cons ider  the  fac t  tha t  he  is  on ly  one o f  3 l  persons ' in  the  Sta te

Senate.  As a State Senator,  Jou have to be most ly at  1arge. So he

cannot rea11y concentrate or work for  the jnterest  fotJ one group.

And he owes a lot  to a lot  of  specia ' l  interest  groups, so that he

cannot  rea l l y  speak ,  le t ' s  say ,  fo r  the  Mex ican-Amer ican peop le .

He does  speak  fo r ,  1e t ' s  say ,  E l  Paso,  bu t  he  cannot  say ,  " I  want

th ' i s  fo r  the  Mex ican-Amer ican peop ' le .  "  I f  he  d id ,  he 'd  p robab ly  be

vo ted  ou t  o f  o f f i ce  in  thenex t  e lec t ion .

I  hear  tha t  La  Raza Un ida  Par ty  i s  a lso  represented  in  the  s ta tes  o f

New Mex ico ,  Ar izona,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and Co lorado.  Why do  you choose to

remain here in El  Paso? You are known as a person that was defeated

here  in  E l  Paso.  Why don ' t  you  migra te  to  another  s ta te  and s ta r t  a

new I  i fe?

L :
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C:  l l |e l l ,  l i ke  I  sa ' id ,  p r imar i l y  because I  was  born  and ra ' i sed  here  in  E l  Paso.

I  have a lot  of  roots here.  To move to another state for  pol  i t ical

reasons  wou ld  be  very  unwise .

I  do  no t  th ink  tha t  anybody f rom another  s ta te  wou ld  be  w i1 ' l ing  to

we lcome an ou ts ider  t ry ing  to  ' in te rvene in  the i r  po l i t i ca l  a f fa i rs .

I ,  myse l f ,  wou ld  look  a t  somebody who wou ld  t ry  tha t  very  susp ic ious ly ,

to  say  the  leas t - -espec ia l l y  a round th is  a rea  where  issuses  are  very  d i f -

fe ren t ,  accord jng  to  the  communi t ies .  I  have done some t rave l  w i th in

th ' i s  a rea ,  and I  f ind  tha t  as  you go  f rom E l  Paso to  A lbuquerque,  wh ich

a lso  has  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican-Amer icans ,  Span ish  surnamed,  the  issues  are

not  the  same.  They  may have a  lo t  o f  the  same prob lems,  bu t  the  fac to r i

invo lved are  d i f fe ren t .  The ph i losoph ies  o f  the  peop ' le  in  the  d i f fe ren t

towns are di f ferent;  they are not exact ly the same. I  have been in

Denver ,  Co lorado,  where  there  ' i s  a lso  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican-Amer icans .  And

there  js  a  lo t  o f  d i t fe rence a l io  in  the  way they  look  a t  p rob lems and the

way we look  a t  p rob lems.  Maybe i t ' s  because we ' re  c loser  to  the  border

that we seem to be di f ferent f rom the other people.  Let 's say,  for  example,

Denver  and Los  Ange les ,  wh ' i ch  have a  lo t  o f  l . lex ican-Amei ican i  a lso ,  seem

to  look  a t - the  Ch icano in  a  n io re  rad ica l  way ,  more  mi l i tan t .  As  fo r  E l

Paso,  you come to  E l  Paso and you f ind  tha t  there  js  a  lo t  o f  p r ide  in

be ing  Mex ican-Amer ican,  there  is  a  lo t  o f  o rg .u - ] lo ,  a  lo t  o f  acceptance

o f  the  Mex ican  her i tage ,  bu t  you  don ' t  f i nd  as  many  mi l ' i t an ts  o r  le t ' s

say  the  v io lence-prone rn i l i tan t  in  E l  Paso as  you wou ld  f ind  in  the

in te r io r  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .

I  neg lec ted  to  ment ion  San Anton jo ,  wh ich  a lso  has  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican

Amer icans ,  a  1o t  o f  Ch icano ac l , i v ism,  and they  are  w i th in  the  same s ta te .

I f  you  look  a t  bo th  c i t ies  you w i l l  f ind  tha t  there  are  d i f fe rences

t5
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between the two. I t  has been said that  El  Paso belongs in New Mexico.

I  don ' t  know,  maybe there  shou ld  be  another  s ta te ,  ' cause E l  Paso can-

not  be  pu t  in  w j th  A lbuquerque or  San Anton io .  L ike  I  sa id ,  they  are

basical ly the same problems but the factors involveO /That7 inf luence

the  issues  or  p rob lems are  d j f fe ren t .

In order to move to a di f ferent state,  a di f ferent c i ty,  and try

to  es tab l i sh  onese l f  as  a  po l i t i ca l  f igure ,  as  a  leader ,  as  a  person

who would have solut ions to their  problems, one would have to study

cons jderab ly  be fore  rea l i y  en ter ing  in to  the  po l i t i cs  o f  tha t  c i t y .

Apparent ly ,  the  Ch icano has  faced d isc r im ina t ion  f rom the  Ang los .

Would  you be l ieve  tha t  the  Ch jcano wou ld  d isc r im ina te  aga ins t  the

Blacks  i f  the  Raza Un ida  Par ty  had peop le  in  o f f i ce?

I  do  no t  be l ieve  tha t  wou ld  be  the  case,  p r imar i l y  because Raza Un ida

is  very  w ide- ranged in  i t s  i ssues ;  o r  i f  you  want  to  ca l l  i t ,  very

l ibera l .  We accept  everybody.  Ang los  and B lacks  have run  under

La Raza Un ida .  I  wou ld  have to  say  ca tegor ica l ' l y  tha t  de f in i te ly ,

jn  no  way,  wou ld  La  Raza Un ida  cons ider  as  a  po l  i cy ,  o r in  any  o ther

fo rm,  nor  w ' i l l  i t  condone pre jud ice  or  d jsc r im jna t ion  aga ins t  any-

body ,  regard less  o f  race ,  co lo r ,  o r  c reed.

I  haveh lked to  severa l  o ther  persons ,  and thev  do  no t  aoree  w i th  the

word  "Ch icano"  be i  ng  ' imposed on  them--po l ' i t i c ' ians  as  we l l  as  soc ia l

workers .  Do you cons ider  yourse l f  a  Ch icano?

Yes,  I  f ind  no  prob lem in  accept ing  the  word  "Ch icano. "  I  have come across

a lo t  o f  peop ' le  /wht  re iec t  the  word  per  se ' in  ident i f y ing  themse lves

soc ia l  l y  o r  cu1  tu ra l  1y .

I  bel ieve the word "Chicano" has come to be more accepted since the

la te  
. |960s .  

Bu t  I  s t i l l  do  f i nd  a  lo t  o f  peop le  re jec t ing  i t .  Maybe  one
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of  the  reasons  js  tha t  o r ig ' ina11y  the  word ,  as  I  unders tand i t ,  was

the  low o r  ve ry  low soc io -economjc  leve l .  And  as  you  know,  the re  a re

a  lo t  o f  Mex ican-Amer jcans  tha t  have r i sen  to  a  very  h igh  soc io -economjc

leve l ;  and these are  the  peop le  tha t  I  f ind  tha t  have a  harder  t jme ac-

cept ing the word. Others probably have been educated in a way such that

they  f ind  the  word  "Ch icano"  no t  re levant  to  the i r  pos i t ions  in  soc ie ty ,

regard less  o f  the i r  soc io -economic  s ta tus .

But ,  I  s t i l l  do  be l ieve  tha t  regard less  o f  what  you ca l l  yourse l f - -

whether  j t  be  Mex ican-Amer ican,  La t ino ,  Span ish  surname,  Ch icano,  Mes-

t izo,  whatever-- the word Chicano st i l l  means one group of  peop' le 1Gn{

pr : imar i l y  have Span ish  surnames or  Mex ican b lood ' in  them.  And we shou ld

not  be  /  as - /  bogged down w i th  techn ica ' l i t i es  o r  words  as  w i th  rea l

i ssues ,  such  as  d isc r im ina t jon  in  schoo ls ,  be t te r  educa t ion ,  be t te r

housing, /ani l  rnore employment,  whjch Chicanos suffer f rom more than

the  average Amer ican person.

When you usedn aga in ,  the  word  Ch jcano,  you ment ioned Span ish  surname.

Are you referring also to pgglto_q"ll j=qgllqj, Cu5ans, people trom south

Amer ica ,  panamef ros ,  peop le  as  such?

Panamehoso yes. As you probably know, Panama one t ime was part  of  N/xico

a lso .  However ,when we do ment ion  Ch ' i cano,  we say  tha t  i t ' s  more  o f  an

at t i tude ,a  fee l ing  o f  be ing  o f  Span ish  descent ,  Mex ' i can-Amer ican,  and

at  the  same t jme l i v ing  in  th is  na t ion ,  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  where  you

want  to  occupy  U&ico ,  Az t ldn .  As  fa r  as  the  Puer to  R ican is  concerned,

I  th ink  tha t  he  w i l l  no t  f i t  the  s te reo type or  the  word  Ch jcano,  because

he  iden t i f j es  h imse l f  as  be ing  Puer to  R ican .  Wherever  he  goes ,  he  w j l l

say  tha t  he 's  a  Puer to  R ican,  and I 'm sure  very  p roud ly .  The Cuban

wj l l  probably say the same thing. Though we do have common bonds between

Puer to  R icans ,  Cubansn and Mex ican-Amer icans ,  they  s t i l l  have a  more
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where they came from. The Ch' icano tends to ident i fy less wj th l ' , ld ico

or any part ' icular nat ion,  as does the Puerto Rjcan or the Cuban.

I ' d  l i ke  to  j c ien t i f y  the  case  ( I  am ta lk ' i ng  abou t  jus t i ce  now)  where

Patty Hearst  was recent ly released on bond. The El  Paso Times quoted

tha t  " I f  you  have the  money,  Vou can ge t  ou t  o f  ja i l , "  wh ich  is  very

t rue ,  l i ke  you  sa id .  Bu t  the re  i s  a lso  the  case  o f  i l l ega l  a l i ens

here  in  E l  Paso.  I f  you  were  to  be  e lec ted  to  a  Jus t ice  o f  the

Peace ,  wou ld  you  g ive  equa l  j us t i ce  to  the  i11ega1  a l ien ,  even  though

they are Mexicans?

Wel l ,  I  th ink  they ' re  two separa te  th ings .  When you are  ta lk ing  about

Pat ty  Hears t ,  you  are  ta lk ing  about  a  doub le  s tandard  o f  jus t i ce ,  wh ich

cer ta in ly  we do  have here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes- -a  very  d is t inc t  doub le

s tandard  o f  jus t i ce .  I  be l ieve  i t  was  once sa id  tha t  " I t  i s  no t  how

much jus t i ce  you can ge t ,  bu t  how much jus t i ce  you can a f fo rd . "  I  can

a l  so  c ' i te  the  re t i red  Pres ident  R ichard  11 .  N ixon,  who had a  lo t  o f

Cha ige i  aga ins t  h jm and s t i l l  was  ab le  to  ge t  away.

As  fa r  as ' i the  i11ega1  a l iens ,  i t  i s  a  ve ry  comp lex  p rob lem.  As

fa r  as  be ing  in  a  pos i t i on  to  i ssue  jus t i ce  equa l l y  be tween the  r i ch

and ,  le t ' s  say ,  the  i11ega1  a l ien ,  [ : t  7  wou ld  be  very  hard  to  say

they  are  the  same.  But  idea l ' l y  speak ing ,  bo th  shou ld  have the  same

r igh ts  and be  ab le  to  rece ive  jus t i ce  in  a  cour t  o f  law regard less  o f

the i r  f inanc ia l  background,  regard less  o f  where  they  came f rom.

The Southwest  faces  the  prob lem wj th  the  i11ega]  a l ien ,  bu t  I

be l ieve  tha t  th is  i s  most ' l y  made up  by  the  government  o f f i c ja ls  who have

to  jus t i f y  the i r  p rob lems,  the i r  inab i l i t ies  to  cope w i th  unemp' loyment ,

wi th a lot  of  programs and things they cannot provide. So they used the

i l l ega l  a l i en  as  a  scapegoa t .
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