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A:

G:

lThis is an interview with Fatkrer Galvan by Jesus Aragon in h ' is  of f ice at
518 Ga l lagher ,  in  Santa  Luc ia  Church ,  on  November  30 ,  1976. /

Cou ld  you  g i ve  us  some backg round  abou tyou rse l f ,  where  you  were  bo rn ,  e t c .?

I  was  bo rn  he re  i n  E I  Paso  i n  
. | 939  

a t  Ho te l  D ieu  Hosp i ta l .  We  l i ved  a t

the corner of Campbell and Nevada. I went to lvlorehead Grammar School ,

which was r ight  across the s t reet  f rom us.  From there I  went  to  Cathedra l

H igh ;  t ha t ' s  where  I  t hough t  abou t  becoming  a  p r i es t .  F rom Ca thedra l  I

d id  go  to  Texas  Wes te rn  fo r  a  yea r .  I  r ece i ved  a  scho la rsh ip  i n  mus ic ,

and  I  was  vac i l l a t i ng  be tween  go ing  i n to  the  p r i es thood  o r  no t .  I  f i gu red

that  one year  as a f reshman at  Texas Western would determine E{ ,  and i t

d id ,  because  a f te r  t ha t ,  I  dec ided  tha t  t ha t ' s  wha t  I  d id  wan t  t o  be - -

a pr iest .  I  hadn' t  had any Lat in  so I  was sent  to  the school  o f  St .

' in  Massachusetts.  That was the f i rst  t ime I  had been

tha t  fa r  f rom E l  Paso.  I t  was  qu i te  an  exper ience to  see someth ing  d i f -

ferent f rom the desert ,  mountains,  and al l  that .  Anyway, I  was there for

a  year .  Then I  took  ny  s tud ies  in  ph ' i losophy  in  Denver ,  Co lorado,  / i t

thg.Zseminary of  Saint  Thomas, the seminary which a number of  pr iests

from El Paso have at tended. I  have adegree in Theo' logy.

At  o rd ina t ion- - I  was  orda ined in  1965- - I  was  ass igned to  Our  Lady  o f

the  L igh t  on  De l ta  S t ree t .  Fa ther  Ro land was the  pas tor ,  and I  was  h is

assistant.  I  was there for  about a year and a hal f .  From there,  I  went

to Marfa,  Texas, and was there for  about f ive years.  I  had wanted to

serve  in  the  mi l i ra ry  fo r  a  long t ime,6q  a f te r  tha t  and w i th  the

Bishop 's  permiss ion ,  I  was  a  chap la in  fo r  th ree  years  in  the  A i r  Force .

E_7 lef t  the Air  Force in '73 and came back home to El  Paso. I  was

ass igned to  Santa  Luc ' ia ,  and tha t ' s  where  I ' ve  been a  l i t t le  b i t  over

three years.

How was i t  ' in Marfa? Howwere the people over there?A:
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Wel l ,  as  fa r  as  peop le  were  concerned,  there  was an  a t t i tude  o f  much

openness  and f r iend f iness- -much more  so  than you f ind  in  E l  Paso.

Peoplers homes were always open to you. You knew everyone and everyone

knew you. I t  used to be great fun to see who was going to miss mass on

Sunday, because you were expect ing them. /GughterT.

Were  those th ree  years  tha t  you  spent  in  the  A i r  Force  benef ic ia l?

They were extreme' ly benef ic ia l  f rom th ' is  po' int  of  v iew: that  the people

tha t  I  worked w i th - -by  tha t  I  mean a l l  the  peop le  invo lved in  the  var ious

face ts  tha t  per ta ined to  the  serv ice- -were  a l l  in te l l igen t ,  very  hard-

work ing ,  very  en thus ias t ic  peop le ,  and very  o rgan ized.  And /o rgan iza t ion7

was one of  the th ings that I  d ' id not have in my background; I  was a very

d isorgan ized ind iv idua l .  And the  way the  chape ' l  opera t ions  were  he ld ,

every th ing  had to  be  organ ized to  the  las t  le t te r ;  becauseyou were  invo lved

not  on ly  w i th  the  Catho l i c  p rogram,  bu t  you  a lso  shared the  fac i l i t i es

wi th  the  Pro tes tan t  chap la ins  as  we l l  as  the  Jewjsh  chap ' la ins .  That

' involved thousands of  peop' le,  and you just  couldn' t  do whatever you wanted

to ;  every th ing  had to  be  in  coopera t ion  w i th  everyone e lse .  So the  orga-

n iza t ionwas t remendous- - the  meet ings  and what  no t  beh ind  i t .  So  when I

came here  to  Santa  Luc ia ,  a ' l l  o f  th is  exper ience tha t  I  ga ined,  espec ia l l y

in organ' izat ' ion,  had been very ef fect ive,  very ef fect ive.

Could we go back to what we were talk ing about at  the beginning, about

your  fami ly  hav ing  to  leave M6x ico ,  hav ing  to  se t t le  here  as  a  resu l t  o f

the  Revo lu t ion .

They  le f t i n l9 l l ,  1912  I  th ink  i t  was .  They  came to  E l  Paso  because  o f

the Revolut ion.  My grandfather was the Presidente Municipal  de Santa

Bdrbara,  Chihuahua; and as that,  he was part  of  the federal  government

organ iza t ion .  They  le f t  and they  los t  every th ing .  A t  the  t ime they  came,

G:

A:

G:

A :

G:
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they  thought  the  r igh t  s ide  wou ld  w in  the  Revo lu t ion ;  and they  d idn ' t .

lTaughteil. They had no intention of staying permanent' ly, My grandmother

always used to say that at  that  t jme, when you crossed over,  you were

asked i f  you  wanted  to  s tay .  And I  th ink  tha t  a lmost  au tomat ica l l y  you

cou ld  become a  c i t i zen .  I t  was  cer ta in ly  eas ie r  than i t  i s  now.  A t  the

t ime they crossed over,  they said they were just  here to waj t  out  the

Revolut ion as refugees, and l9nal  when things sett led down, they would

return;  but  they didn' t .  So ny fami ly has been herG since the t im-oF

the  Revo l  u t ion .

A:  Fa ther ,  what  was the  Ang lo-Mex ican s i tua t ion  l i ke  as  you saw i t  in  l t ' l a r fa ,

the  A i r  Force ,  and here  in  E l  Paso?

G: la le l l ,  let  me go back to the f  i rst  t ime that I  real ized there

ference be tween Mex icans  and Ang los .  I  was  17  years  o ld ;  I

WAS A

6u{

d i  f -

j  us t

graduated from Cathedral  High and was going to Texas Western.  At  that

t ime,  
. l956 ,  

Raymond Te l les  was runn ing  fo rMayor .  We were  very  c lose

f r iends ,  the  Te l leses  and the  Ga lvans ,  so  I  went  down to  campaign  head-

quarters and helped out and everything went f ine.  At  one t ' ime, Ted Bender,

I  th ink ,  was  a lso  go ing  to  be  a lderman.  Someth ' ing  had come up about  the

re l ig ion  o f  ind iv idua ls ,  because there  was a  Jew on the  t j cke t=-Ted Bender .

But  tha t  was  covered over  because i t  d idn ' t  mat te r  what  the  re l ig ion  was;

most  o f  them were  Catho l i cs ,  one Pro tes tan t ,  and then Ted was a  Jew.  But

the  th ing  tha t  rea11y  s t ruck  me was lTn i { :  I  was  hand ing  ou t  l i t t le

pol i t ical  propaganda outside the vot ing area. This /6 'appenedT r ight  at

I rhrehead School  where I  had gone f to grade schoolT.  I  handed one of  these

l i t t l e  th ings  / to l -  a  n ice ,  l i t t l e  o ld  lady  w j th  here  ha i r  we l ' l  done ,

very  d is t ingu ished look ing  and a l l  tha t .  And she sa id ,  "M0 vo te  fo r  a

Mex ican? A Mex ' i can  mayor  o f  E l  Paso? Never i "  I  was  k ind  o f  s tunned,
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'cause that was the f i rst  t ' ime that that  had cropped up, that  I  heard

someth ing  l i ke  tha t  jus t  face  to  face ,  espec ia l l y  f rom a  person who looked

so sweet.  She looked l ike somebody's grandmother.  But that  was the only

s i tua t ion  tha t  I  ever  was par t  o f .  And I  f igured  tha t  had a  lo t  to  do

wj th  the  rac ' ia l  s i tua t ion ,  bu t  even so  much more  the  po l i t i ca l ,  wh ich

a lways  br ings  up  any th ing  tha t  you ' re  aga ins t - - l i ke  even now wi th  Car te r

and Ford  and the  Bapt is t  s i tua t ion .

In  Mar fa ,  i t  was  a  very  d j f fe ren t  k jnd  o f  s i tua t jon- - the  Mex ican

popu la t ion  is  very  Ang los ized.  They  don ' t  have th is  sameness  o f  be ing

so c lose  to  the  border  fo r  one th ing ,  and they 've  l i ved  in  Mar fa  fo r

genera t ions .  So you ta lk  to  the  k ids ,  and as  fa r  as  they ' re  concerned

they  don ' t  see  any  rac ia l  o r  cu l tu ra l  d ' i s t inc t ions  or  d i f fe rences .  For

that matter,  even their  fami l ies /d"on' t  see any di f ferencesT. I t  was

a lways  very  d j f f i cu l t  to  t ry  and see tha t  there  was a  d is t inc t ' ion .  Nowo

on the  par t  o f  the  Ang los  there  was.  They  a lways  cons idered themse lves . . .

that  there was a di f ference between them and the Mexicans. I t  was real ly

funny ,  because the  Mex icans  cou ldn ' t  see ,  bu t  the  Ang los  cou ld .  I  don ' t

know i f  you ' re  tha t  fami l ia r  w i th  many par ts  o f  West  Texas .  There  are

s t i l l  some l i t t le  towns in  wh ich  there  w j l l  be  a  church  fo r  the  Ang los

and there wi l l  be a church for the Mex' icans-- in Pecos and Kermit .  But

thank God Marfa wasn' t  LTike that7.  In Marfa there was only one church.

There had been two churches jn the history of  Marfa--one for Anglos,  one

fo r  Mex icans .  Bu t  I  th jnk  i t  was  in  the  la te  '40 'sn  ear l y  ' 50 's  tha t

they tore down one of  the churches and just  had the one. So at  least  at

Sa' int  Mary 's in Marfa,  everybody worshipped together.  What was rea11y

strange was the Bapt ist  and Method' ist .  There was an Anglo Methodist  and

a Mex ican Method is t ,  and there  was an  Ang lo  Bapt is t  and a  Mex ican Bapt is t
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Church. But as far  as the Catho' l ics were concerned, which we were by

far the greatest  number of  peop' le,  / i le only had one church].  I  th ink

Mar fa  had a  popu la t jon  a t  tha t  t ime o f  2 ,200 peop le ,  and 1 ,200 were

Cathol ic;  so we were by far  the major i ty.  And I  was very happy w' i th

tha t - -a t  leas t  jn  the  way tha t  the  church  was very  in f luent ia l  in  Mar fa .

Because,  one,  there  was on ly  the  one church ,  so  we d idn ' t  have tha t

d iv is ion  tha t  the  re l ig ' ion  a l ready  brought  in .  And second ly ,  we had a l l

those 1 ,200 peop le  a t  mass  on  Sunday,  p lus  a  few Ep iscopa l ians  tha t  wou ld

come every now and then.

There was one area that we did do something about.  There was a

paroch ia l  schoo l  in  Mar fa  and there  weren ' t  any  Ang ' lo  k ids .  0 f  course ,

there  were  very  few Ang lo  Catho l i c  fami l ies  in  Mar fa ,  maybe about  ten .

A lo t  o f  these peop le  tha t  were  Ang lo  Catho l i c  fami l ies  were  no t  o r ig ina l l y

people f rom Marfa.  They were most ly border patrol  fami l ies com' ing into

Marfa.  And we wondered why there were no Anglo k ids at tending our

schoo l .  S is te r  Bernadet te  and I - -a t  tha t  t ime,  spr ing  o f  '69 ,  I  was

pastor--went to each Anglo Cathol ic fami ly that  had chi ldren of  grammar

schoo l  age.  We asked them why the i r  k jds  were  no t  a t  Sa in t  Mary 's .  And

the answers were very reveal ing,  because these were indiv ' iduals who had

come in to  Mar fa ,  so  they  weren ' t  par t  o f  the  es tab l i shment ,  they  weren ' t

par t  o f  the  o ld  fami l ies  o r  what  no t ;  they  were  new peop le .  And severa l

of  them told us that  they f r^ i l  heard of  Marfa.  You know how you ' inves-

t iga te  where  you ' re  go ing  to  move,  what 's  there  and what  no t ,  so  a t  leas t

you have some idea fofJ what you're gett ing into.  Several  of  the fami-

l jes  sa id  they  knew there  was a  Catho l i c  schoo l ,  and they  were  de l igh ted ,

they were happy. But they said /thaV when they got to Marfa, they were

to ld  by  the i r  ne ighbors  tha t  you  d idn ' t  send your  k ids  to  tha t  schoo l ,
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that  that  was just  the school  for  the Mexican k ids.  A lso,  that  everyth ing

was  taugh t  i n  Span ish  because  i t  was  fo r  t he  Mex ican  k ids .  We l ' | ,  we  se t

the record s t ra ight -  And when we v is i ted these fami l ' ies ,  we to ld  them

what  the s i tuat ion was:  that  i t  was a school  for  everybody;  that  even

Protestant  k ids,  i f  they wanted to  come,  were accepted.  And we d id have

a  coup le  o f  t hem.  I  t h ink  they  were  Me thod is t  k i ds ;  t he i r  f am i l i es  wan ted

them to get  a  bet ter  educat ion than /whai l  you get  a t  the pub ' l ic  schools .

So I  was very happy that  day.  In  a sense,  we in tegrated Saint  Mary 's

Schoo l  i n  t he  fa l l  o f ' 69 .  I t  was  remarkab le ,  because  eve ry  s ing le  famf ' l y

tha t  we  had  ta l ked  to  sen t  t he i r  k i ds  to  Sa in t  Mary ' s  i n  t he  fa l l .  And

i t  wasn ' t  on l y  a  /6e t te r7  s i t ua t i on  because  i t  was  a  Ca tho l ' i c  schoo l ,

but ' i t  was basica l ' ly  a  bet ter  school  than Marfa Elementary because of  the

student- teacher rat io,  too;  the involvement and the care /and7 the part i -

c ipa t ion- - jus t  a  much be t te r  schoo l .  And

tered ,  no t  in  a l l  /Th ing t ,  because obv jou

tit

s ly

things that the federal  6ni l  local  government could give to the schools;

but we made up in so rnany other areas. So that was a big step. And' i t

was  because o f  a  misunders tand ing ,  s ince  there  were  so  few Ang ' lo  Catho l i cs ,

tha t  they  d idn ' t  send the i r  k ids  there .  And i t  jus t  evo lved a f te r  years

and years  tha t  no  Ang lo  k ids  went  to  Sa jn t  Mary 's  Schoo l .  [ ^ le l ' | ,  tha t

fa l l  there  were  about  ten  or  twe lve  Ang lo  k jdsn  so  i t  rea l l y  made an

i  mpact .

As far as the Air  Force was concerned, they just  had people f rom al l

backgrounds- -e thn ic ,  re l i g ious ,  cu l tu ra l ,  rac ia l .  I t  was  very  much ,  I

th ink ,  what  many peop le  wou ld  l i ke  to  see the  Un i ted  Sta tes  o f  Amer ica

be--a country where the people work together,  l ive together,  and share

together .  You 'd  wa lk  in to  an  o f f i ce  o r  you 'd  be  a t  any  k ind  o f  ga ther ing ,

was/  even academica l l y  cen-

we d id  no t  have a l  I  the
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and fou 'd  seg/  B l  acks ,  Puer to  R icans ,  Mex icans ,  Ang l  os ,  I ta l  ians ,

Japanese.  I t  jus t  d idn ' t  mat te r ;  peop le  re la te  w i th  you because o f  your

compartmental ized background. They related to you because of  what you

cou ld  share  or  you  cou ld  g ive ,  what  you cou ld  do ,  what  you cou ld  b r jng ;

and tha t ' s  what  de terminea / - : t1 .  So there  wasn ' t  any  k ind  o f  s i tua t ' ion

that would negate anybody. I t  was a real ly good exper ience to see people.

In  fac t ,  fo r  me i t  was  a lmos t  a  k ind  o f  a . . .no t  a  shock ,  bu t  a  nove l t y .

I  remember the f i rst  t ime I  celebrated mass in the chapel  at  Cannon Air

Force  Base a t  C lov is ,  New Mex ico .  I t  was  a  nove l ty ,  because I  was  a lways

used to Our Lady of  the L ' ight  and Marfa,  f inerQ the church was fuJl  of

peop le  o f  Mex ican background.  And to  go  wa lk  in to  a  church  and have i t

most ly  Ang lo ,  w i th  a  few B lacks ,  [ t ' j i 7  ius t  l i ke  /ask in f , ,  "Are  these

Catho l ' i cs?"  I t  was  k ind  o f  an  ad jus tment  in  tha t  respec t  fo r  me.

Even now at Santa Lucja,  the major i ty of  the people that  come are

Mex ican.  We do have our  12 :00  mass .  Because o f  what  we o f fe r  here ,  what

we do ,  I  th jnk  we ' re  ra ther  un ique f rom a l l  the  Catho l j c  churches  in  E l

Paso.  [ ^ le  do  have peop le  comjng f rom a l1  over  the  c i ty ,  so  th is  i s  a

we l l  i n tegra ted  church .  We ' re  no t  a t  a l l  l i ke . . .no t  tha t  I 'm  go ing  to

say  any th ing  derogatory ,  bu t  there 's  qu i te  a  d i f fe rence be tween,  SdV,

Sacred Hear t  o r  San Ignac ' io  o r  San Franc isco  Xav ie r  o r  Guard ian  Ange l  to

Santa  Luc ia .  There 's  jus t  a  t remendous d i f fe rence,  a  t remendous d is t jnc -

t ion,  basical ly because fofJ what we of fer  here.  What we're t ry ' inq to

do here js to bui ld a community.  And the on' ly way you can bui ld a com-

munity ' is  to " let  peop' le real  jze;  and they have to real  ize /Tnat]  you iust

can ' t  say  i t  and have i t  become a  par t  o f  a  l i fes ty ' le ,  an  a t t i tude ;  you

have to bui ld.  You have to bui ld f ine iAef l  t f rat  people can be respon-

s ib le ,  tha t  i nd iv idua ls  have  wor th ,  tha t  i nd iv idua ls  can  share ,  can  g ive ,
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can part ' ic ipate,  and can have something to of fer .

Unfor tunate ly ,  I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  o ther  churches  take  i t  as  a  k jnd  o f

a  Catho l i c  pa terna l i sm-- tha t  the  padres  take  care  o f  the  peop le ,  and the

peop ' le  obey .  You know,  they ' re  no t  asked to  cont r ibu te  the i r  ideas  or

the i r  ta len ts  o r  the i r  ab i l i t ies .  i  ge t  very  up t igh t  about  th is ,  because

i t  was  one o f  the  th ings  I  rea l i zed  a f te r  hav ing  been in  Mar fa ,  w i th  tha t

you were  work ing  w i th  peop le  who were  respons ib le .  Th is  was par t  o f

being in the service.  And then I  got  back here to El  Paso and to Santa

Lucia where everybody was, "Lo que Ud. diga, whatever you say. I f  you

want  th i s ,  i f  you  want  tha t ,  you  jus t  te l l  us  and  we ' . l l  do  i t . "  And  tha t ' s

not what we wanted. We wanted people to say,  "This is what we want,  th is

is  what  we th ink  i s  impor tan t ,  th is  i s  what  we 'd  l j ke  to  have.  Can you

do i t  fo r  us?  0r  can we par t i c ipa te  in  do ing?"  And tha t ' s  what  we 've

done.  Somet imes i t ' s  k ind  o f  sad  in  a  way;  and i t ' s  chang ' ing ,  thank  God,

w i th  B ishop Metzger ,  w i th  the  o f f i cers  we have o f  you th ,  w i th  Ruben Gar -

c ia  and Father  Su l l i van ,  /and w i td i  the  educat ion  program tha t  the  d iocese

of fe rs  w i th  Fa ther  T ick le - - the  who le  a t t i tude  ' i s  rea l l y  chang ing .  Some

churches ,  o f  course ,  a re  rea l l y  lagg ing  way,  way  beh ind .  But  i t  used to

be ,  and  jn  some p laces  i t  s t i l l  i s ,  tha t  the  on ly  th jng  the  peop le  in  the

par ish would do was to make the tamales or the menudo or to run the booths

in  the  bazaars .  I t  was  the  on ly  th ing  tha t  they  cou ld  par t i c ipa te  in ,

tha t  they  cou ld  say ,  " [ , le ' re  do ing  th is  fo r  our  church .  I  make tamales .

I  se l l  the  beer .  I  run  the  b ingo.  That ' s  what  I  do  fo r  my church . "  And

k ind  o f  a t t i tude  tha t  we had w i th  the  peop le  there  and wh ich  we rea11y

bui l t  up very,  very much. I t  was a very strong f i rouf l  of  people who

took  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the i r  church .  And,  o f  course ,  in  the  A i r  Force ,

in  San ta  Luc ia ,  uhn  uh l  We have  our  seven  commiss ions ,  /and /  we ' re  fo rm ing
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an e igh th .  There  are  35  ind iv idua ls  who were  e lec ted  a t  la rge  to  be  the

the  respons ib le  ind iv idua ls  to  car ry  on  the  work .  And th is  i s  across

the  board ,  f rom communi ty  ac t ion ,  f inance,  l i tu rgy ,  you th ,  ma in tenance,

and fel lowsh' ip.  ( I  can never remember the seven of  them when I  ta lk

about  them.)  And the  invo lvement  w i th in  the  Par ish  Counc i l ,  the  who le

a t t i tude  i s  tha t  th i s  i s  our  church ,  and  we ' re  the  ones  par t i c ipa t ing .

We' re  the  ones  ac t ive ly  engaged.  We ' re  the  ones  mak ing  the  dec is ions .

We' re  the  ones  tha t  a re  very  much invo lved in  what  happens a t  Santa

Luc ia .  And Santa  Luc ia  has  jus t  rushed fo r  i t .  I t ' s  been a  remarkab le

th" ing  what 's  occur red  here  in  th ree  years - -we don ' t  thave enough room

for  a l  I  the  peop ' le  tha t  a re  coming there .  t le ' re  jam-packed;  bu t  i t ' s

because peop le  a re  ac t ' i ve ly  par t i c ipa t ing  and invo lved in  what  happens

here .  Th is  i s  no t  a  "Yes ,  padre ,  s f  padre"  s i tua t ion .

How d id  your  fami ly  ad ius t  to  the  s i tua t ion  a f te r  they  go t  to  the  Un i ted

Sta tes?

The fami ly  background on  the  par t  o f  my grandfa ther ,  F ranc isco  Ga lvan,

and my grandmother,  Suzanna, /was oneT of  weal th,  cul ture,  /_uni l  educat ion.

When they got here,  they didn' t  have anything except what they had jn

the i r  m ind  and in  the i r  hear ts ,  because what  l i t t le  they  brought  w i th

them was nothing. They lost  everyth ' ing in the Revolut ion.  My grandmother

used to  te l l  some grea t  s to r ies  o f  Pancho V i l la  coming in to  Santa  Barbara

and the terror everybody felL7; and that people would start  rumors that

he  was coming and everybody wou ld  run  fo r  the i r  l i ves .  And apparent ly  the

tr ip up here on the train was very hairy.  The tr ip took several  days.

They were afraid of  ra ids and awful  k inds of  th ings.  But once they got

here  and the  h is to r ica l  events  had occur red ,  they  went  look ing  fo r  jobs .

Mygrandfa therworked in  a  bakery ,  and he  f ina l l y  owned i t .  I t  was  ca l led

A:
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the  Sun Bakery .  (The bakery  i s  s t i l l  there ,  1F; r ! /  i t ' s  ca l ' led  someth ing

e lse .  I t ' s  on  the  co rner  o f  Pa isano  and  S tan ton ,  I  th ink ;  I 'm  no t  su re . )

The impor tan t  th ing  tha t  I  see  tha t  occur red  was tha t  they  ins t i l l ed  in

my aunts  and unc les ,  /and/my fa ther  as  we l l ,  the  idea tha t  we were  in

another country,  we had to learn the language, we had to be educated.

And they  rea l l y  s t ressed the  educat ion .  Cons ider ing  the i r  f inanc ia l

s i tuat ' ion,  they would never have become the peop' le they are today i f  i t

hadn ' t  been fo r  the i r  own determinat ion .

My unc le  Frank ,  he 's  an  a t to rney  here  now.  He 's  been an  a t to rney

s ' ince  the  ear l y '30 's .  He  was  one  o f  the  f i r s t  Mex ican  Amer icans  to

graduate  f rom the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  Law Schoo l .  Th is  was in  the  '30 's - -

unheard  o f  tha t  a  Mex ican wou ld  be  a t  the  Texas  Un ivers i ty  Law Schoo l .

I  th ink  he  was the  second a t to rney  o f  Mex ican or ig in  in  E1 Paso.  I  don ' t

know the  f i rs t  one.  I  can ' t  reca l l ,  bu t  I  know tha t  Frank  was the  second.

At  any  ra te ,  when Frank  was a  young boy  o f  e igh t ,  n ine ,  they  wer .e  se l l ing

newspapersonthe  s t ree t  corners .  Wor ld  War  I  was  in  a  sense k ind  o f  a

help,  because the troop trajns would come in.  And my grandmother would

te l l  me tha t  they 'd  make sandwichesand th ings  and my aunts  and unc les

wou ld  go  to  the  ra i l road s ta t ion  and se l l  them to  the  t roops- -any th ing  to

br ing  a  l i t t le  money to  the  fami ly ;  and the  fami ly  coopera ted .  I t  was

very Mexican in that  sense, that  everyone worked to help the fami ly.  And

the  o lder  one was sent  to  schoo l ;  tha t  was  one th ing  tha t  they  abso lu te ly

ins is ted  upon.  The fami ly  d id  ins is t  upon the  educat ' ion- -g rammar  schoo l ,

and then to  h igh  schoo l .  I  th jnk  most  o f  them went  to  E l  Paso H igh  because

we l i ved  r igh t  there  in  tha t  Nevada-Campbe l l  a rea .  Frank ,  be ing  one o f

the older ones, went on to the universi ty.  This was /d-ur ingl  t t re Depres-

s ion ,  so  i t  wasn ' t  because o f  the i r  na t iona l  backgrounds e tc .  tha t  they



GALVAN

This was the late twent ies;  they were marr ied

A: They were marr jed in M6xico?

A:

G:

Page I  l

had d i f f i cu l t  t imes,  i t  was  prac t ica l l y  everybody,  un less  you had some

money at  that  t ime. But he went on to law school .  Aunt Josephine became

a bus iness  woman- -very  success fu l .  My fa ther  was in  bus iness .  He was

very much hur"t  by the Depression, al though he died in 1943. I  was just

a  few years  o ld  a t  the  t ime,  so  I  rea l l y  d idn ' t  know h ' im.  Another  unc le

went  to  law schoo l .  By  th is  t ime,  Wor ld  War  I I  came around and they

served ' in  the  armed serv ices .  When they  came backn Bob was one o f  those

who was helped very much by the G.I .  Bi l l .  He went to Southern Methodist

Un ivers i ty .  And r igh t  now,  Bob is  a  judge- -Judge Rober t  Ga lvan.  My Aunt

Ju l ie  was one o f  the  f i rs t  peop le  o f  Mex ican background to  go  to . . .a t

tha t  t ime I  th ink  i t  was  Texas  ldomen 's  Co l lege ' in  Denton .  I  don ' t  know

if  i t  changed names.

North Texas State?

Maybe. But anyway, she's a teacher,  has been a teacher here for  many,

many years.  So overal l ,  the fami ly has been very much educat ion centered

and worked centered. They've al l  been very,  very successful .  And you

real1y have to hand i t  to my grandparents, 'cause they were the ones who

encouraged and pushed and what not that  they do this.  They were very

ambit ious f rom that point .  I  of ten wondered what would have happened had

there been no Revolut ion or had i t  turned the other way around--what the

s i tua t ion  wou ld  have been l i ke .  0n  the  par t  o f  my mother ,  the  Buchanans,

i 'm Ang lo- -Scotch  Eng l ish .  They  se t t led  in  the  Ys le ta  a rea  soon a f te r

the Civr ' l  War.  /The marr iage between my mother and/ father,  that  was

something, though, because my father had been born in Santa B6rbara

(a l though Lh .  
"u r7  

a  na tura l ' i zed  c i t i zen) .  That  was  k ind  o f  a  b reak through.

FtT 1929.
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No,  no ;  here .  In  fac t ,  they  were  mar r ied  in  the  Miss ion  Our  Lady  o f

Mount  Carmel -  My grandparents ' l i ved  in  Ys le ta  ( t f ra t  was  the  Buchanans) ,

and o f  coursen my fami1y  
' l i ved  

r igh t  downtown.  But  the  wedd ing  usua l ly

takes  p lace  in  the  br ide 's  par ish ,  so  my mother  was mar r ied  a t  l , loun t

Carmel .  But ,  I  th ' ink  tha t  c rea ted  k ind  o f  a  s i tua t ion  o f ,  "Who is  she

marryi f l9,  d Mexjcan from El Paso?" But i t  was a very successful  mamiage.

They had two sons, my brother and I .  My brother 's an at torney. He's

seven years  o lder  than I  am.  We a lso  had one o f  my aunts  in  th is  s i tua-

t ion .  I  th ink  she 's  the  e ldes t ,  He len .  She  mar r ied  an  Ang1o ,  Da l ton

Patton, here jn El  Paso. They moved out to Los Angeles.  He was with the

po l ice  depar tment ;  he  was a  de tec t ive .  The i r  ch i ld ren  a lso  /h 'ave  done

wel f .  My cous in ,  George,  i s  a  counse lor  in  the  Los  Ange les  schoo l  sys tem.

In  fac t ,  I  was  jus t  there  Sunday.  My cous ' in  Haze l ,  who a lso  d id  very

we l l  as  fa r  as  her  mar r iage and fami ly  a re  concerned,  was te l l ing  me tha t

George is  one o f  the  most  success fu l  counse lors  in  the  Los  Ange ' les  h igh

schoo l  d is t r i c t .  He par t i cu la r ' l y  works  in  ge t t ing  scho larsh jp  fo r  the

s tudents  o f  South  Gate  H igh .  They  have an  env iab le  record  a t  South  Gate

High because of  the enorrnous amount of  work that  George does. So i t  seems

l i ke  a t  l eas t  i n  th i s  par t i cu la r  ins tance  o f  the  Ga lvans  and  the  peop le

we have been assoc ia ted  w j th ,  i t ' s  a  very  h igh ly  success fu l  record ,  wh ich

I  th ink  speaks  very  h igh ly  o f  the  fami ly .

When you were  young,  d id  you grow up speak ing  Span ish?

No.  When I  was  go ing  to  Morehead Schoo l ,  i t  was  s t i l l  tha t  t ime when you

weren ' t  a l lowed to  speak  Span ish  on  the  schoo l  g rounds or  whatever .  And

I  d idn ' t  speak  any  Span ish  as  a  ch ' i l d .  In  fac t ,  ne j the r  d id  my  cous" ins

and what  no t .  The on ly  t ime we wou ld  speak  Span ish  wou ld  be  w i th  the

majds .  I  reca l l  tha t  we d id  have Span ish  c lasses  in  g rammer  schoo l .  0 f

G:
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course ,  I  don ' t  know exac t ly  6" t /  i t  i s  now.  I  took  span ish  in  h igh

schoo l ,  and then in  the  seminary  we took  Span ish .  So I  had some work ing

ab i l i t y ,  LEu{  very ,  very  poor .  As  seminar ians ,  a  g roup o f  us  went  to

M6xico c ' i ty  for  two months to study span' ish-- that  was our purpose. I t

was the summer of '63;  we went to the Inst i tuto Mexicano Norteamericano

de Rea l ' i cones  Cu l tu ra l .  You ever  heard  o f  i t?

No.

I t ' s  ca l l ed  t he  i ns t i t u t e  f o r

span ish  program,  two months ,  and tha t  was  a  g rea t  he1p.  cer ta in ' ry ,  when

I  go t  to  Our  Lady  o f  the  L igh t ,  I  had to  use  span ish .  And then ' in  Mar fa ,

aga in '  tha t  was  one o f  those un ique s i tua t ions .  in  Mar fa  the  on ly  peop ' le

who did not speak any Eng' l ish were the v je j i tos. .  They were the only

ones .  so  i t  was  ius t  our  ear ly  morn ing  mass ,  wh ich  is  the  one tha t  the

v ie i i tos  l i ked  to  come to  ( they  wanted  to  ge t  back  home ear ly ) ,  tha t  was

in  span ish .  when you went  to  the i r  homes and a1 '1 ,  i t  was  very  ra re  tha t

you 'd  ever  hear  any  Span ish  spoken,  except  to  the  v je j i tos  and abue l i tos .

0 f  course ,  I  d idn ' t  speak  any  Span ' i sh  a t  a l l  in  the  A i r  Force .  Now here

we d id .

We were  jus t  ta l  k ing  about  th is  the  o ther  day .  I  guess  you cou ld

say  I  have the  d is t inc t ion  or  the  honor  o f  ce lebra t ing  the  f i rs t  mass  in

Span ish  in  A laska .  I  th ink  I  d id ;  I  don ' t  know,  maybe  the  Span ia rds  who

were there centur ies ago m' ight  have done i t .  But at  least  in contemporary

h is to ry ,  we ce lebra ted  a  mass ' in  honor  o f  Our  Lady  o f  Guada lupe on  the

12th of  December in Anchorage. I  was stat ioned at  Almandorf  Air  Force

Base ,  and  aga in ,  i t  was  such  a  va r ie ty  o f  Span ish  speak ing  peop le  in  the

Air  Force--a good number f rom Puerto Rico,  Cuba, M6xicon other Lat in Ame-

r ican  count r ies ,  and then Mex ican-Amer icans  f rom the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  We

A:
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knew that there was a good number /of  these people,  bu{7 we didn' t  know

many at  Almandorf  as such, or even in the c i ty of  Anchorage; so we an-

nounced- hle had i t  in the evenjng rather than have the mafrani tas

(ear ' l y  in  the  morn ing)  in  o rder  tha t  npre  peop le  wou ld  come,  ' cause we

were  a lso  go ing  to  have a  po t  ' l uck  
supper .

So i t  was announced in the Anchorage newspapers and the news media

of Almandorf  that  a mass in Span' ish would be celebrated in honor of  the

Empress of  the Americas,  f rom the t ip of  Alaska to the t ip of  South Ameri-

ca and al l  in between. I^ le had someth' ing l ike 300 people.  0f  course, we

d' idn' t  know how many people were going to come, but i t  was real ly a very

happy even ing .  For  a  lo t  o f  them,  i t  was  the  f i rs t  mass  in  Span ish  tha t

they  had par t i c ipa ted  in  in  years .  I t  was  funny ,  ' cause I  cou ldn ' t  re -

member any of  the hymns. I  have a temib' le memory to begin w' i th.  I  can' t

remember the hymns in Engl ish,  much less the hymns that I  hardly ever s ing.

So I  t r ied  to  f ind  a  missa l  in  Span ' i sh .  i  had  to  ca l l  here  to  E l  Paso and

have some f r iends  send me some th ings .  They  d idn ' t  a r r i ve  in  t ime,  so  i t

was  k ind  o f  a  mismatch .  We t r ied  the  bes t  we cou ld  to  ce lebra te  the  mass

in  Span ish ,  and we sang in  Eng l ish  because nobody knew the  maf ran i tas  and

the hymns that pertain to Our Lady of  Guadalupe / in SpanishJ. They're

par t  o f  the  Mex ' i can  cu l tu re .  You don ' t  hear  them in  Puer to  R ico ,  Cuba,

or  Argent ina .  You jus t  wou ldn ' t  hear  them.  There  weren ' t  tha t  many

Mex icans ;  and then a  lo t  o f  them be ing  Mex ican-Amer icans ,  i t  wasn ' t  par t

o f  the i r  rea l  background.  But  we d id  the  bes t  tha t  we cou ld .  And,  oh ,

the  food was te r r i f i c - -such a  var ie ty  o f  H ispan ic  foods .

Father ,  what  do  you th ink  about  the  Church  ge t t ing  invo lved in  po l i t i cs?

As an examp' le,  you heard a lot  about the Church and some of the pr iests

' in  the  o ther  churches  in  suppor t  o f  the  Farah St r i ke .  Not  jus t  here ,  bu t

A :
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i n  o ther  c i t ies  you hear  about  the  Church  and po ' l i t i cs .

h le11,  i t ' s  a lways  a  very  touchy  s  j tua t ' ion .  The Farah St r i ke  had a  lo t

to  do  w i th - . .no t  so  much w i th  the  Mex ican background,  i t  had  more  to  do

wi th  jus t i ce .  Because the  same s i tua t ion  happened be fore  in  our  h is to ry ,

whether  j t  was  the  I r i shn  Ch inese,  Po les ,  Czechs ,  Hungar ians ,  o r  whatever

tha t  have come over  and been very  much invo lved in  the  labor  s i tua t ion .

I  th ink ,  overa l l ,  i t ' s  j us t  the  economic  s i tua t jon  here  in  E l  Paso  tha t

does  jnvo lve  the  labor .  There  are  hard ly  any  un ions  in  th is  a rea  and

tha t ' s  the  way a  lo t  o f  the  bus jnessmen wou ld  l j ke  to  keep i t .  That ' s

one of  the reasons why the pay scales here are so low. Then i t  a lso has

the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  co in ,  tha t  the  cos t  o f  l ' i v ing  here  is  tha t  much less

than i t  i s  in  some o ther  par ts .

But  a t  any  ra te ,  i t ' s  no t  so  much a  ques t ion  o f  who ge ts  pa id  o r

what  no t ,  i t ' s  rea1 ly  the  ques t jon  o f  i us t i ce .  So  i f  j nd iv idua ls  don ' t

have leg i t imate  guaranteed r igh ts  and i f  the i r  l i fe  i s  go ing  to  be  depen-

den t  on  the  wh ims o f  a  few ind jv idua ls ,  aga in ,  i t ' s  j us t  up  to  them.

Aga in ,  we  fa l l  back  in to  th i s  pa te rna f i s t i c  s i tua t ion ,  wh ich  I  th ink  was

one  o f  the  th ings .  I  wasn ' t  j nvo lved  because  I  wasn ' t  he re  a t  tha t  t jme ;

I  was  in  the  A j r  Force .  0 f  course ,  we heard  about  j t  and  read about  i t

' cause B ' i shop Metzger  was mak jng  news a l l  over  the  count ry .  And the

hear t  o f  the  s i tua t ion  was jus t i ce- -what  the ' ind iv idua l  has  a  r igh t  to

as a human bei  ng,  as the Declarat ion of  Independence says, " l  i  fe,  I  i  berty,

and  the  pursu i t  o f  happ ines . "  So  ' i f  your  l i f e  i s  go ing  to  be  dang l ing

on the  wh ims o f  a  few peop le- -whether  you ' re  go ing  to  have a  iob  or  no t ,

o r  you ' re  go ing  to  have income or  you ' re  go ' ing  to  have benef i t s ,  e tc . - -

tha t ' s  un jus t .  Th ings  have to  be  s ta ted  and guaranteed- - tha t  you  have a

job ,  tha t  you  have an  income,  tha t  you  have cer ta in  r igh ts ,  tha t  you  have

G :
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cer ta in  guarantees ,  e tc . ,  and no t  based on  jus t  the  wh ims o f  an  ind iv idua l

o r  a  corpora te  ind ' i v idua l .  And tha t ' s  rea l l y  what  the  B ishop was ge t t ing

at,  and that 's what they were t ry ing to accornpl ish here

As  fa r  as  the  po l i t i cs ,  we  had  a ' l i t t l e  s i tua t ion  here  a t  San ta  Lu-
-ai t :  

tJe have oui  Conrmunity Act ion Comm'ission, aht the Durpose of  i t  is

to  enab le  ind iv idua ls ,  members  o f  the  communi ty  o f  Santa  Luc ia  and a t
' large, 

to become more act ively engaged in the process of  government--

wh ich  means tha t  you 've  go t  to  know what  i s  happen ' ing ,  and who 's  respon-

s ib le ,  and how you can par t i c ipa te ,  because tha t  i s  the  means o f  govern-

menta l  par t i c ipa t ion  in  our  sys tem.  I t  i sn ' t  a  mat te r  o f  how much money

or  pu l l  you  have,  i t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  how much you can organ ize  to  ge t  across

what you consider important.  The Denrocrat ic System works on pressure.  And

whoever exerts the most pressure gets what /Fe needs] or what /6e wantV,

because i t ' s  fo r  the  benef i t  o f  a l l ,  leg i t imate ly .  So what  the  Communi ty

Act ' ion  Commiss ion  does ,  fo r  example ,  we reg is te r  peop le  to  vo te ,  wh ich  is

our  r igh t ,  i t ' s  guaranteed;  weask  peop le  to  become more  aware ,  knowledge-

ab le  o f  what  the  s i tua t ion  lvas ,  o f  what  the  cand ida tes  were  o f fe r ing ,  o f

what the pol i t ical  part ies have to say so that they would know and could

vote wi th more awareness.

A l j t t le  ep isode occur red  here  a t  the  t ime tha t  we were  ask ing  peop le

to register to vote dur ing mass. One of  the core members of  the Community

Act ion  Commiss ion  ( there  are  f i ve  core  members  on  each commiss ion)  go t  up

to  make the  announcement  about  reg is t ra t ion .  I  sa id  someth jng  to  the

ef fec t  1 inaLJ  we have to  be  impar t ia l ,  tha t  i f  you  ment ion  one ind jv idua l ' s

name,  jn  jus t j ce  you  have  to  ment ion  the  o ther  jnd iv idua l ' s  name.  You

jus t  can ' t  speak  o f  one par t ' i cu la r  ind iv idua l  to  de t r iment  the  o ther  can-

d ida te .  So she go t  up  and she sa id ,  "We want  everybody to  reg is te r  so  tha t
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you can vote Novemben 2,  because we want to gel  Ford out of  the t^ lh ' i te

House and we want  to  vo te  Car te r  in . "  And I jus tabout  fe l l  th rough the

f loor.  [aughtet  And she sa' id,  "See, I  ment joned both of  them." And

I  sa id ,  "Wel lo  tha t ' s  no t  exac t ly  what  we had in  mind ,  tha t  you  wou ld

ment ion  them tha t  par t j cu la r  way . "  Aga in ,  here  was an  ins tance where

we were  invo lved  in  po ' l i t i cs ,  because  fo r  us ,  po l i t i cs  means  be ing  in -

vo lved and par t i c ipa t ing- -whether  i t  be  c i ty  ha l l  o r  the  s ta te  government

or the federal  government.  And i t  starts r ight  here.

You know,  I  was  ment ion ing  ear l ie r  about  the  pa terna l i sm tha t  ex is ts

so much in the Church, where el  padre is the one who d' ictates;  " . !g que

digg; whatever you say."  And i f  you have that k ind of  an at t i tude about

yourse l f  (wh jch  o f  course  fa ' i th  i s  the  most  persona l  exper ience o f  a

human be ing  ,  be tween you,  the  communj ty ,  and God) ,  th is  a lso  has  i t s

imp l i ca t ions  to  your  soc ia l  1 i fe ,  to  your  po l i t i ca l  l i f e - - to  the  res t  o f

your  1 i fe .  And  i f  church  jus t  means ,  "We l l ,  i t ' s  i us t  me and  God and

nobody e1se,  and the  pr ies t  te l l s  me what  to  do  or  how to  do  i t , "  tha t ' s

going to af fect  your who' le l i fe,  every aspect of  i t .  And at  Santa Luc' ia,

we ' re  work ' ing  j t  f rom a  to ta l l y  d i f fe ren t  perspec t ive ,  because you can

see how we bu j l t  here  a t  Santa  Luc ' ia ,  th rough the  e lec t i ve  p rocess ,  wh ich

is  very  democra t jc .  Even ourse lves ,  we ' re  the  on ly  Catho l i c  church  in

E l  Paso tha t  has  a  pas tora ' l  team.  In  o ther  words ,  i t ' s  Ar tu ro ,  S ' i s te r

Mary  Jo ,  and myse l f ;  we ac t  as  a  th reesome'  we work  in  consensus .  In

o ther  words ,  we argue,  ta lk ,  d ' i scuss ,  e tc . ,  what  we ' re  go ing  to  do  and

how we ' re  go ing  to  do  i t ,  and  we ar r i ve  a t  a  consensus .  I t  means no  one

has the  upper  hand,  bu t  a l l  th ree  par t i c ipa teo ,a l l  th ree  ideas  bTend one

way or  another .  And tha t ' s  the  democra t ic  p rocess .  l ^ le  don ' t  say ,  " t ^ le ' l I

do  i t  th is  way, "  and,  "Your  way is  wrongr " - -we don ' t  do  j t  tha t  way .
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| l |e ' incorporate aspects of  the other jdeas; that 's consensus.

So ' i t  s tar ts wi th the pastoral  team; /Thed i t 's  the par ish counci l  '

i t , s  the  core  members  o f  the  commiss ions .  ,A l ready  you have 3 '5  ind iv idua ls

e lec ted  a t  la rge  by  the  who le  communi ty .  /These are  jnd iv idua l f /  who are

taking part  in the process of  the government of  th is community--what

we ' re  go ing  to  do ,  how we ' re  go ing  to  do  i t ,  who 's  go ' ing  to  be  respons ' ib le ,

who 's  go ing  to  de termine i t .  A l ready  you see tha t  there 's  an  ac t ive

par t i c ipa tory  invo lvement  in  the  l i fe  o f  the  church .  Th is  means then the

peop ' le  say ,  " I f  i  have a  say-so  in  what 's  go ing  to  happen in  my commun ' i t y ,

wh ich  is  the  church  o f  Santa  Luc ia ,  I  can  a lso  have an  ac t ive  invo lvement

in  the  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  what 's  go ing  to  happen in  my communi ty  a t  la rge '

I  can  a lso  then  par t i c ipa te  and  have  an  ac t i ve  inpu t  in to  wha t ' s  go ing

to  happen jn  th is  na t ion .  I  can  a lso  have my imput  and say-so  in to  what 's

go ' ing  to  happen in  th js  wor ld .  "  Bu t  you 'See,  i t  has  to  s ta r t '  You know

you can ' t  ta l k  abou t  peace  in  the  wor ld ,  o r  wha t ' s  happen ing  in  Wash ing-

ton ,  o r  even what 's  happen ' ing  in  c i ty  ha l l  i f  you  don ' t  have any  exper i -

ence  o r  par t i c ipa t ion  a t  your  mos t  loca l  l eve l ,  wh ich  i s ,  fo r  us  as  Ca th -

o l  j  cs ,  the  Church .

I  was real ly upset at  someth' ing that came out in the newspapers the

day af ter  the elect ion.  In fact '  even more upset because they quoted

Al ' i c ia  Chacon,  tw ice ,  / I s  say in f l ,  " In  some church ,  the  pr ies t  was  te l l ing

the  peop le  how to  vo te . "  And tha t  rea l ]y  upset  me '  I  wanted  to  know'

f i r s t  oF  a l l ,  wha t  church ,  wha t  p l ies t  was  say ing  th is '  I  ta l ked  to  a

who le  lo t  o f  p r ies ts  jn  th is  genre  area .  We had a  Eenre  meet ing  ius t  a

few days af ter  lTfr is happenedl ,and I  asked, "Djd any of  you say anything

about  who to  vo te  fo r?"  They  sa id ,  "No,  no t  a t  a l l .  we encouraged peop le

to vote.  We ment ' ioned that Carter was th ' is ,  that ,  and the other;  that
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Ford  was th is ,  tha t ,  and the  o ther ,  e tc . "  But  as  fa r  as  say ing ,  "Vote

fo r  th i s  ind iv idua l  and  no t  fon  ano ther  ind iv idua l , "  they  d idn ' t .  so  I

would l ike to know very much who Al ic la Chacon is referr ing to.  i  thoughl ; '

i t  was kind of  strange; not on' ly was she quoted on the front page, but

a lso  la te r  on  in  the  same sec t ion  o f  the  paper  i t  was  sa id  aga in .  And I

sa id ,  "We l l ,  i t  ce r ta in ly  wasn ' t  he re  a t  San ta  Luc ia . "

IT  couTd hapten ,  espec ia l ' l y

I ^ le l l ,  the  in f luence because

s ince  t he  Chu rch  has  a  l o t  o f  i n f l uence .

of  the  pa terna l i sm:  "Bueno,  e l  padre  nos  va

a  d i r ig i r . "

L ike you were saying, i t 's  good the way you have j t  here.  Everybody can

th ink  fo r  themse lves .

Abso lu te ly .  We have some very  good meet ings ,  because peop le  speak  the i r

m inds .  And  i t ' s  on ly  na tu ra l  because ,  aga ' in ,  i t ' s  pa r t  o f  th i s  p rocess

we have in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  o f  Amer ica .  The peop le  tha t  pu t  themse lves

out ,  the  peop le  who have some ambi t ion ,  some determinat ion ,  w i l l  ge t  ahead.

you  jus t  can ' t  s i t  back  and  compla in  and  b i t ch  and  car ry  on  abou t  th i s ,

tha t ,  and the  o ther ,  w i thout  ge t t ing  invo lved.  When you do  Tget  invo lveg/ ,

even  though  i t ' s  ha rd ,  once  you ' re  in  the re ,you  can .  I t ' s ' l j ke  the  peop le

who were  e lec ted  cha i rpersons  o f  the  seven commiss ions .  These were  ind i -

v idua ls  who are .  leaders ,  who are  peop le  o f  some ambi t ion ,  some dr ive ;  and

natura l l y  they ' re  the  ones  tha t  come to  pos i t ions  o f  au thor i ty ,  o f  nnre

respons ib i l i t y .  Bu t  i t  wasn ' t  because  i t  was  a  popu la r i t y  con tes t  o r

sonre th ing- -who 's  the  handsomest ,  who 's  the  pre t t ies t ,  o r  whatever .  / -T t

was peopleT who the community at  large could see, that  rea11y had some-

thing that they wanted to share,  that  they wanted to do, that  t l rey wanted

accompl  i sh ;  and ' i t  happened.  We have a  very ,  very  good par ish  counc i l  .

The  seven  peop le  who  a re  on  i t  a re  a l l  i nd iv idua ls  o f  ta len t ,  amb i t ion ,

A :
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determinat ion ,  in te l l igence.  I t ' s  remarkab le .  And i t  s t rengthens  my fa j th

in the democrat ic process-- that  the cream rea, ' l1y does r ise to the top.

You know, somet imes people argue, " t^Je]1" everybody shou' ld have the res-

pons ib i . l i t y ,  everybody shou ld .  "  Wel  l ,  yes ,  everybody has  the  respons ib i -

l i t y  to  become invo lved,  bu t  tha t  doesnr t  mean then tha t  everybody w i l l

become invo lved.  We ' |1 ,  we a l l  can ' t  be  ch ie fs ,  there  has  to  be  an  awfu l

lo t  o f  Ind ians .  And  wh i le  we  can  a l l  be  invo lved ,  nobody  shou ld  then  s i t

back  and  say ,  "We l l ,  because  I tm no t  an  Ang lo , , ,  o r ,  ' ,Because  I  don , t  have

money,  "  'o r ,  "Because I  'm no t  impor tan t ,  I  don '  t  have a  say-so .  , ,  That ' s

not t rue.

Father  Ga lvan,  I 'd  l i ke  to  know your  op in ions  or  comments  on  the  word

"ch icano"  and the  ch icano Movement  i t se l f .  what  do  you th ink  about  i t?

We' l ' l  ,  I  don ' t  rea l l y  have any  s t rong op in ions  one way or  the  o ther ,  namely

because I  persona l ly  am not  veny  much fo r  o rgan iza t ions  or  g roups .  I

a lways  th ink  o f  g roups ,  no  mat te r  what  the i r  in ten t ions  or  the i r  purpose,

as  be ing  d iv i s i ve .  I  suppose  I 'm  more  b road-minded ,  anc l ,  we l l ,  wh i le  g roups

are  impor tan t  and are  needed,  somet imes i t  can  become so  exc lus ive  tha t  I

th ink  they  ru in  o r  hand icap themse lves .

Let me peihapf giv-sorne batkground. lt-s Ti-ke wlat happened to the

Church in i ts 2000 year hiatoit ,  ahd so many 7p-t lef,movenrents. You i tart

oul witfr thrbGit inientr-ons tnd 
-the 

6eit of Feasons--we r,,rant-ae-tter t l is,

we want  be t te r  tha t ,  we war r t  a  who le  lo t  o ' t  th ings .  Wel l ,  I  th ' ink  you

cou ld  even say  the  same th ing  happened w i th  the  Revo lu t ion  in  tv l6x ico ,  the

po l i t i ca l  s i tua t ion  there .  Once th ' i s  nDvement  ge ts  cont ro l ,  o r  au thor i ty ,

o r  power ,  i t  see ins  tha t  ins tead o f  p rogress ing ,  invo lv ing  and par t i c ipa t ing ,

they  k ind  o f  c lose  jn  on  themse lves .  They  keep the  ongan iza t ion- - the  in -

s t i tu t ion  tha t  they  have  es tab l i shed- -go ing ,  and  the i r  i dea ls  and  the i r

A :

G:
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purposes  take  second p ' lace .  In  o ther  words ,  the  purpose o f  the  group,

ins tead o f  be ing  what  they  or ig jna l l y  jn tended and wanted ,  now becomes

the  organ iza t ion ,  the  ins t i tu t ion- - "We have to  keep i t  go ing .  l l l e  have to

keep j t  toge ther . "  And then the i r  idea ls  o r  the i r  mot iva t ions  are  second

p1ace.  I t ' s  l i ke  what  inppened to  the  Church  in  the  four th  century - -we ' re

s t ' i l  I  hav i  ng  prob l  ems.  I t  wasnr t  so  nuch the  a t ten t ion  o f  the  evange ' l i za-

t ion ,  o r  p reach ing ,  o f  teach ing ,  o f  mak ing  ind iv idua ls  wor th  what  they

were  in  re la t ionsh ip  to  God th rough Jesus ,  bu t ' i t  became the  ins t i tu t ion* -

" ln|e have to do everything to keep the inst i tut ion strong, to keep the

' ins t i tu t ion  go ingn to  keep the  ins t i tu t ' ion  power fu l  .  "  And T tney  los t

t rack  o f  what  the  jns t ' i tu t ion  Was there  to  do .  So,  in  tha t  sense,  i t

doesn ' t  mat te r  /whe ther  i t ' t  t he  po l i t i ca l  pa r t ies ,  LULAC,  Daughte rs  o f

the  Amer ican Revo lu t ion- -you name j t .  They  have grea t idea ls  to  s ta r t  ou t

wi th,  but  then i t  happens /_ThaV they turn in on themselves'  and they want

to  keep themse lves  go ing  a t  any  cos t .  And I  th ink  th js  covers  my a t t i tudes

towards  a l l  o rgan iza t ion ,  inc lud ing  the  Ch icano Movement .

One o f  the  th ings  I  see  in  the  Ch jcano lu lovement  j s  tha t  i t  i s  very

sp l in te red ,  there  is  no  cohes iveness .  You know,  I  somet imes wonder  how

they al  I  got  together to present that  program on Channel 9 on Saturday

even ings .  I  haven ' t  seen i t  too  o f ten ,  bu t  when I  have,  they  l i s t  about

ten groups that are sponsor ing f i tJ.  And I  somet imes wonder,  who are

these ten groups? And why are there ten of  them i f  they're al l  t ry ing to

accomp' l ' ish the same thjng--wh' ich js fuJ better l ' i fe for  the people of

Mex jcan background.  Why don ' t  they  become more  invo lved in  do ing  someth ing

l  i ke  tha t ,  ra ther  than sp l ' i t t ing  themse lves  up? Because aga in ,  L inco ' ln

sa id  i t  so  we l l ,  and  I  th ink  Jesus  sa id  i t  too ,  "A  house  d iv fded  canr t

s tand. "  And when you in tens i fy  your  work  w i th in  a  smal l  g roup or  a  g roup
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to  the  e l im ina t ion  o f  o thers ,  I  th ink  you hand icap yourse ' l f .  Because

then i t 's  the group that becomes important and not what the group wants

to  accompl i sh .  Bu t  I  donr t  know,  i t  happens ,  i t ' s  j us t  a  par t  o f  human

nature .  I f  i t  happened to  the  Churchn i t  happens to  a l l  o ther  g roups .

I  ment ioned the  s i tua t ion  in  M6x ico .  The PRI  has  been the  power

s ince  the  Revo lu t ion ,  and ye t  the  idea ls  o f  the  Revo lu t ion  and what  the

Revolut ion was fought for  havenrt  even been accompf ished. Look at  the

s i tua t ion  now w i th  the  campes inos ,  e tc .  What  was  the  b ig  c ry  in  l911?

"Land i  Land fo r  the  peasants ,  fo r  the  fa rmers l ' r  They  s t i11  don ' t  have

i t ,  and i t ' s  been s ix ty  some-odd years  s ince  tha t  occur red .  I  am g lad

tha t  the  l t lex ican  popu ' la t ion  is  asser t ing  i t se l f ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  shou ld

asser t  i t se l  f  w i th in  the  means tha t  a re  ava i lab le - -no t  /_nVJ s ta r t ing

a  new group or  a  new organ iza t ion  or  s ta r t ing  someth ing  fo r  themse lves ,

b f i  fbyJ  becoming very  much invo lved in  what 's  a l ready  happened.  The

Church  is  p lead ' ing  fo r  more  pr ies ts ,  b ishops '  jnvo lvement ,  and par t i c i -

pa t ion  on  the  par t  o f  the  Mex ican-Amer ican.  We have a  D iocean L i tu rg ica l

Commiss ion .  I t ' s  made up  o f  p r ies ts  and  re ' l i g ious  laymen.  We ' re  p lead ' ing

for  peop le  o f  Mex ican or ig in ,  Mex ican background,  to  become par t  o f  th is

L i tu rg ica l  Commiss ion .  Now here 's  a  g roup o f  peop le  tha t  want  tha t  inpu t ,

tha t  want  tha t  par t i c ipa t ion ,  and i t  i sn ! l  coming.  And / -we*7  keep ask ing

ourse lves ,  " l ^ lhy?"  Wel l ,  maybe we ' re  go ing  about  i t  the  wrong way,  we don ' t

know.  Bu t ,  see ,  here 's  an  a rea  tha t ' s  open- - the  Church .  I t ' s  open .  And

why jsn ' t  i t  com' ing? Why ' i sn ' t  j t  there?  Maybe /There 's7  a  who le  o ther

reason tha t  maybe we ' re  no t  aware  o f ,  o r  haven ' t  been to ld  about .  And

yet  i t ' s  l i ke  we want  the  par t i c ipa t ' ion ,  we want  the  invo lvement ,  we want

th is  to  happen;  and a t  the  moment ,  i t  i sn ' t .

l , r le l l ,  Fa ther ,  I  want  to  thank  you fo r  th is  in te rv iew.  I t ' s  been very

en1  igh ten ing .

A .
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