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lT_trri s i s
November

an interv' iew with Mar{a
28,  1976.  The t ime is

Socorro Garc{a at her home- Todair iE Sunday,
l l : 30a-m.Z

Mrs-  Garcr l ,  w i '11  you p lease g ive  me some background in fo rmat ion ,  such

as where you were born and what areas of  town you 1 ived in?

Wel l ,  I  was  born  in  E l  Paso on  June 27 ,  1928,a t  my home on Es t re l la  and

Alameda Streets.  I t  was an apartment house. I  remember that  my mother

used to te l l  me that when I  was born,  she had a very hard labor.  Doctor

Yanagawa,  who was Japanese,  s lep t  ou ts jde  jn  the  car  a l l  n igh t .  He

wou ld  go  in  and a t tend to  her  and go  ou t  and s leep in  the  car  aga in  un-

t i l  6 :00  in  the  morn ing  when I  was  born .

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

Are your parents f rom here too?

No, my parents were born in M6xico.

What part  of  M6xico were they f rom?

My fa ther  was born  in  Ch ihuahua and

came to El Paso when they were very

and he  came here  in  1908.

How did they come here?

my mother was born in Durango. They

smal l .  My fa ther  was born  in  lB98

Do you have any idea of  the k ind of  reasons that  brought  them here to

E l  Paso?

The only  reason I  know was that  they wanted to  bet ter  themsel  ves,  get

be t te r  j obs ,  and  make  a  be t te r  l i f e  ove r  he re .

I f  your  fa ther  was born ' in  . |898 
and he came over  in  1908,  he was 10 years

o ld  a t  t he  t ime .  Wha t  k jnd  o f  educa t i on  d id  he  have  i n  M6x ico?  Do  you

know i f  he  con t i nued  i t  he re?

He  d idn ' t  have  a  ve ry  good  educa t i on .  He  wen t  t o  schoo l  i n  Ch ' i huahua

up  to  the  s i x th  g rade .  When  he  came he re ,  he  d idn ' t  go  to  schoo l  a t

a l l .  He  he lped  h i s  f a the r  de l i ve r  m i l k .  I n  t he  morn ' i ng ,  he  used  t o

ge t  up  a t  4 :00  and  he lp  de ' l i ve r  t he  m i l k .  Du r i ng  t he  day ,  he  wou ld  he lp

feed  the  cows  and  do  o the r  odd  j obs  l j ke  tha t .  Th j s  was  a t  E l  Paso  Da i r y ,
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which was on Nor th Loop Road.

Wha t  abou t  you r  mo the r?  t ^ l ha t  k ind  o f  educa t i on  d id  she  have?

She  had  even  l ess  o f  an  educa t i on .  She  was  bo rn  i n  Durango  in  
. | 905  

and

she  came  he re  t o  E l  Paso  i n  l 9 l l .  i  don ' t  r ea l l y  know  i f  she  a t t ended

schoo l  he re  o r  no t .  She  l ea rned  Eng l i sh  l a te r  on .  She  j us t  go t  mar r i ed

when she grew up.

A f te r  he  g rew up ,  wha t  k ind  o f  j ob  d ' i d  you r  f a the r  have?  D id  he  s tay ' i n

the  da i r y  bus iness  o r  d id  he  change  a round?

Yes ,  he  s tayed  i n  the  da i r y  bus iness .  He  go t  a  j ob  a t  Hawk jns  Da ' i r y .

He worked h is  way to  foreman of  the p lant .  He educated h imsel f  by read-

ing  the  papers .  He  used  to  read  the  E l  Paso  T imes  and  the  E l  Paso  Hera ld

Post .  He 'd  jus t  spend  hours  read ing ' i t  t i l l  he  read  every th ' i ng .  He

sa id  tha t ' s  how he  go t  h is  educa t ion .

He rea l l y  learned a  lo t  in  the  da i ry  bus iness .  I  remember  he  used

to  make mayonnafse ,  ga l lons  o f  i t .  He used to  make sour  c ream,  and a l l

k inds  o f  cheeses  and eggnog.  A I l  k inds  o f  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  The bes t

was the azaderos he used to make, real  b ig ones. They were very goodl

You say he made these products at  home? Did he have a special  room or

d jd  he  jus t  use  the  k j t chen?

0h,  he  wou ld  use  the  k i tchen a l l  the  t ime.  Whenever  he  go t  in  the  mood

fo r  mak ing  any th ing ,  he  wou ld  go  in to  the  k j t chen .  I  don ' t  rea l l y

remember  how he used to  make the  azaderos ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  was  sour  mi lk

tha t  he  used to  heat ' in  the  s tove .  He wou ld  s t i r  i t  and  s t ' i r  i t  fo r  a
' long  

t ime.  When i t  go t  to  a  cer ta in  cons is tency ,  he  wou ld  s ta r t  mak ing

t he  azaderos .  l l l e  wou ld  he lp  h im  s t re t ch  them ou t  a l l  ove r  t he  tab le  and

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

over  the  tab lec lo th .  We wou ld  then leave them out  to  d ry  a  l i t t le .
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I  I  i ked  he ' lp ing  h im.

Let 's go on to the rest  of  your fami ly.  How many brothers and sisters

do you have?

I  have  two  b ro thers  and  four  s i s te rs .  I 'm  the  o ldes t  o f  the  g i r1s .  I

have an  o lder  b ro ther  and a  younger  b ro ther .  We were  very  c lose .  We

used  to  ge t  in to  a l l  k jnds  o f  t roub le .

What  k ind  o f  t roub le  d id  you ge t  in to?

Wel1 ,  no t  rea l l y  t roub le .  You know,  we used to  p lay  and every th ing  e ' l se

l i ke  tha t .  We used to  be  naughty  jus t  l i ke  everybody e1se.  A t  t jmes

we were angel  s.

Were your parents very str ict  or  very lenient?

My fa ther  was very  s t r i c t .  My mother  was the  len ien t  one.  He wou ldn ' t

let  me go out when I  was older and wanted to date.  I  a lways had to

car ry  a  chaperone,  my s is te r  o r  somebody e1se,  w i th  me.

Do you remember  any  spec i f i c ' ins tances  where  you had to  take  a  chaperone

wi th  you?

0nce when a l l  my s is te rs  were  angry  a t  me,  they  sa id  they  wou ldn ' t  go

wi th  me so  I  wou ldn ' t  go  ou t  w i th  my boy f r iend.  I  took  my two year  o1d

bro ther .  He was s t i l l  i n  d japers  bu t  I  took  h im a long.  My fa ther  le t

me go  i f  I  took  h im a1ong .

Where  d id  you go  tha t  t ime?

We went  to  the  P laza  Theat re  to  see the  show.  My l i t t le  b ro ther ,  now

that  he 's  g rown up,  laughs  a t  us  and says  tha t  we went  and sa t  h jm in

the front seat and bought him a bag of  popcorn ,  L ih i lg]  we sat in the

back ;  bu t  tha t ' s  no t  t rue .  My fa ther  was rea l l y  s t r i c t .  I  remember

once when I  was  e igh t  years  o ld ,  and I  was  go ing  ou t  the  door .  He was

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:

IrlG:

LG :

MG:
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s i t t i ng  i n  t he  l i v i ng  room read ing  t he  pape r .  He  says  he  ca l l ed  me

tw i ce ,  and  I  d i dn ' t  hea r  h im .  He  go t  up  and  rea11y  ye l l ed  a t  me .  I

came back  and  he  took  h i s  be l t  o f f  and  h i t  me  because  he  cou ldn ' t  s tand

fo r  us  to  i gno re  h im .  I  r ea l l y  d idn ' t  hea r  h jm  o r  I  neve r  wou ld  have

done i t .  He was sorry  af terwards and he gave me some money.  He was

s t r i c t ,  bu t  a f te rwards  he  wou ld  be  so r ry  and  he  wou ld  be  rea l  n i ce .  He

was  ve ry  generous .  Eve ry  t ime  he  wou ld  go  to  Jud rez ,  he 'd  b r i ng  back  a

bag  o f  app les ,  o ranges ,  nu ts ,  a  bag  o f  candy - -any th ing  l i ke  tha t .

Wou ld  you  say  tha t  you r  f am i l y  was  p re t t y  we l l  o f f  du r ing  you r  ch i l d -LG :

MG:

LG:

MG:

hood?

Yes, I  would say that.  t l le had a house. I

school ,  I  used to give the payment for  the

I  would buy a money order every month.  We

What  k ind  o f  car  was i t?

remember when I  was in high

house  and  i t  was  on ly  $ l l . l 9 .

a lso  had  a  ca r .

LG:

MG:

I t  was a Ford.  i  don' t  remember what year,  but  we had a Ford and a

Pont iac .  We had a  very  b ig  Pont iac .  I t  had  a  b ig  t runk  in  the  back ,

bu t  I  l i ked  the  Ford  be t te r .  That ' s  the  one I  learned to  d r ive  on .  I t

was  we i rd ,  accord ing  to  today 's  s tandards .  t le  had a  lo t  o f  good food

to  ea t .  We had pre t ty  good c lo th ing ,  and we had b icyc les ,  ro l le r  ska tes ,

and a l l  those th ings .  I  imag ine  we were  pre t ty  we l l  o f f .  Every  Chr is tmas,

you shou ld  have seen our  house.  I t  looked l i ke  a  toy land.  My mother

wou ld  go  a1 l  ou t .  She 'd  go  in to  deb t  to  g ive  us  a  good  Chr is tmas .  Th is

was bes' ides making a whole bunch of  tamales,  ngruSl_qs. and al l  that .  We

had i t  pret ty good.

Do you remember  any  spec i f j c  Chr is tmas exper iences  dur ing  tha t  t ime?

Wel l ,  I  remember  one Chr is tmas morn ing ,  we had been up  fo r  a  coup le  o f
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hours.  My older brother ment ' ioned that Santa Claus hadn' t  brought him

h is  foo tba l l .  Boy ,  we were  dumb.  My mother  sa id ,  "You know what?  I

th ink  Santa  C laus  must  have le f t  your  foo tba l l  in  the  car .  You go  ou t -

s ide  and look . "  My bro ther  d id ,  and sure  enough,  there  was the  foo tba l l

in  the  car .  We a l l  thought  Santa  C laus  had rea l l y  le f t  i t  /ThereJ

The funny  par t  o f  i t  was  tha t  I  was  about '11  years  o ld  a t  the  t ime and

my brother Victor,  the one who went out to the car,  was about 
. |2.  

My

mother  wou ld  ge t  angry  j f  we to ld  her  we d idn ' t  be l ieve  in  h im.  And we

rea l l y  d id ,  ' cause  she  sa id  " l f  you  don ' t  be l ieve ,  you ' re  no t  go ing  to

get anything."  I  remember when my youngest s ister was born.  I  was

a lmost  13  a t  the  t ime and I  rea11y  thought  the  doc tor  had brought  her  in

h' is sui tcase. I  remember,  we were outsjde on the front porch, and I

knew the doctor was in there wi th my mother.  When he lef t ,  we had a

l i t t le  baby  s is te r .  We d idn ' t  even know we were  go ing  to  have one.  My

aun t  to ld  us  tha t  the  doc to r  had  car r iedher in inh is  b lack  va l i se ,  and  we

be l ieved ' i t .  I  guess  we were  very ' innocent  o r  very  ignorant .

Le t ' s  move on  in to  your  educat ion .  Where  d id  you go  to  schoo l?

I  want  to  schoo l  a t  Zava la  /E lementary  Schoo!7 ,  wh ich  is  on  R ivera

St ree t .  I  s ta r ted  there  in  
. |935.  

I  rea l l y  had a  hard  t ime unders tand-

ing  the  teacher  because I  d idn ' t  know Eng l ish .  The teacher  d idn ' t  know

Span jsh ,  so  i t  was  rea l l y  hard  then .

Were  you a l lowed to  speak  Span ish  in  schoo l?

No,  we weren ' t ,  /andZ tha t ' s  a l l  we knew,  so  we had a  hard  t ime.  l ^Je

were  a lways  be ing  sco lded fo r  i t .  Not  l i ke  today  when a l l  the  k ids  know

Eng l ' i sh ;  bu t  tha t ' s  because  o f  te lev js ion ,  rea l l y .

They  d idn ' t  l e t  you  speak  Span ish  in  schoo l .  D id  th i s  h inder  you  inLG:
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any  way or  d id  you manage to  f in ish  schoo l  a l l  r igh t?

I  guess  i t  d idn ' t  rea l l y  h ' inder  me because I  g raduated  when I  was  supposed

to .  i  s ta r ted  in  
. l935  

and I  g raduated  in  
. |943 

f rom Zava la  Schoo l .

D id  you have any  t roub le  keep ' ing  up  w i th  the  res t  o f  the  s tudents?

No,  no t  rea l ]y .  I  guess  I  was  a  l i t t le  smar te r  than some o f  them.

Since we were al l  Mexican ch' i ldren anyway, we were al1 in the same boat.

I  guess  i f  we had gone to  a  schoo l  where  there  were  a  lo t  o f  Ang los ,  we

would have been hindered, but th is way we were al l  the same.

Did  you go  on  to  h igh  schoo l?

Af te r  I  g raduated ,  I  went  to  5 t .  Joseph 's  Academy,  wh ich  was on  E l  Paso

Street.  I t  ' isn ' t  there anymore. They made the freeway there.  I  wanted

to  go  to  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l  bu t  my fa ther  wou ldn ' t  le t  me.  0h ,  he  was

so s t r i c t .  He wanted  me taught  by  the  nuns  o f  Lore t to .  I  c r jed ,  and I

begged,  and I  p leaded,  bu t  he  wou ldn ' t  le t  me go to  Bowie .

What  d id  the  popu la t ion  a t  S t .  Joseph 's  cons is t  o f?

They were  most ly  Ch icanos  l i ke  I  was .  There  were  a  few Ang lo  peop ' le ,

but the major i ty were Mexican Tstudents, /  Af ter  I  was there,  I  real ly

l i ked  i t .  I  l i ked  a l l  the  s is te rs ,  they  were  very  n ' i ce .  I  g raduated

in  th ree  years ,  i n  
. |946 .  

I  d id  p re t t y  good ,  I  th ink ,  espec ia ' l 1y  in

shor thand.  I  was  the  on ly  one in  the  c lass  tha t  go t  the  
. l00  

words  a

minu te  ce r t i f i ca te .

D id  you go  any  fu r ther  in  your  educat ion  or  d id  you have any  w ish  to?

I  wanted  to  go  on  to  nurs ing  schoo l ,  bu t  my fa ther  wou ldn ' t  a l low i t .

So  I  jus t  s ta r ted  work ing .

He d idn ' t  a l l ow i t?  Was  i t  the  fac t  tha t  he  was  so  s t r i c t  tha t  he  d ' i dn ' t

want  you to  go  any  fu r ther ,  o r  was  there  any  spec ia l  reason he  d idn ' t

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:

MG:

LG:
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want you to go?

Most ly,  the reason was f inanc' ia l .  I t  cost  so much to go and I  guess he

rea l1y  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  i t .  And  then  he  sa id  he  d idn ' t  l i ke  me to  do

tha t  k ind  o f  work .  He  d idn ' t  cons ider  i t  n i ce  work .  I  quess  i t  was

both  reasons .

What  k ind  o f  schoo l  ac t i v i t ies  were  there?

We had soc ia l  ac t i v i t ies - - there  were  proms.  I  used to  go  to  p roms a t

the community center.  We used to wear formals made out of  net .

You sa id  ear l ie r  tha t  your  fa ther  made you take  a  chaparone on  your  da tes .

Did you have to take one to these dances with you?

No, not /To7 these dances, 'cause he knew the teachers would be there.

A lo t  o f  us  g i r l s  wou ld  ge t  together  and go  w i th  our  escor ts ,  so  he

d idn ' t  m ind  tha t .

Were  there  any  o ther  k inds  o f  ac t i v i t ies  in  the  schoo l ,  such as  cu l tu ra l

ac t i v i t i es  honor ing  ce r ta in  ho l idays ,  re l ig ious  days?

No,  we d idn ' t  have any  tha t  I  can  remember ,  bu t  we had one on  our  own,

el-  Dia de los Di f .uJtos.  t l le would always honor that  day. We would make

i t  a  day  long pro jec t .  The who le  fami ly  wou ld  go  to  the  cemetery .  We

would take food to eat.  We'd take f lowers and arrange the grave real

n ice ,  and then water  i t .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  wou ld  se l l  empanadas,  bu f rue los ,

or Mex' ican candy.

Th is  wasn ' t  a  fami ly  ou t ing  then,  th is  was a  who le  communi ty  p ro jec t .

Would everyone get together and do this?

l , . le l1 ,  most  o f  the  fami l ies  wou ld  go .  I  remember  my re la t i ves ,  my fami ly ,

and my ne ighbors  used to  go .  I  remember  espec ia i l y ,  one t ime when I

had to be absent f rom shcool  in order to go with my fami ly to the ceme-

tery.  The next day she made me a note saying that I  had been sjck.

MG:

LG:

MG:

MG:

LG:
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MG:
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The teacher  knew tha t  i t  wasn ' t  t rue ,  I  guess .  She asked me,  "You went

to  the  cemetery ,  d idn ' t  you?"  I  sa ' id ,  "Yes .  "  So she caught  me.

What was the purpose of  these out ings to the cemetery?

l , . le l l ,  they were to honor our dead. To pay that day of  respect to them.

Was i t  jus t  Mex ican,  o r  d id  Ang los  par t i c ipa te  in  th is  too?

0h no ,  i t  was  s t r i c t l y  Mex ican,  because I  never  saw an Ang lo  do  tha t .

I  never  saw an Ang lo  in  the  cemetery  dur ing  tha t  t ime.

What  exac t ly  d id  go  on? Was i t  so lemn,  o r  was  i t  a  happy  occas ion?

I t  was  bo th ,  because we 'd  have t imes o f  p rayer  when we 'd  knee l  and pray .

The pr ies t  wou ld  go  around spr ink l ing  ho ' l y  water  on  the  graves .  I f  we

asked h im,  he  wou ld  say  spec ia l  p rayers  there .

Does th ' i s  mean tha t  i t  was  a  Catho l  i c  idea?

I  guess  so ,  because  he  wou ld  a lways  go  a round .  S t i l l ,  i t  wasn ' t  a l l

tha t  ser ious  because we used to  laugh and have a  good t jme too .  I  looked

forward to ' i t .

You were  there  a l l  day  long.  D id  the  k ids  cause t roub le?  D id  they  ge t

i r r i t ab le  s tay ing  there  a l l  day  long?

No,  we looked a t  i t  as  a  ho l iday  rea" l l y .  The k ids  wou ld  ea t  and have

a good t ime and run  around.  The o lder  k ids  cou ld  make money.  My bro ther

used to  take  a  bucket  to  se l l  water  to  the  peop le  who d idn ' t  have water

fo r  the  graves .  He wou ld  se l l  i t  to  them fo r  f i ve  cents  a  pa i l .  He

wou ld  make a  l ' i t t le  ex t ra  money.  We wou ld  rea l l y  have a  good t ime.

We'd  s tay  there  a l l  day .  We 'd  s ta r t  go ing  home when the  sun was se t t ing .

Do you remember any other speci f ic  re l  ig ious events that  you would honor

th is  way?

Wel l ,  the  o ther  one we wou ld  honor  was San Lorenzo Day.  We wou ld  spend
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tha t  day  in  Judrez ,  in  San Lorenzo.  We wou ld  spend ' i t  there  a l l  day  too .

Where is San Lorenzo?

I t ' s  i n  Judrez ,  on  the  ca r re te ra ,  I  don ' t  know exac t l y  where .  I t ' s

near where the Dog Racetrack is r ight  now. t^Ie would go to church and

pray.  There would be a kerm6s w' i th a lot  of  booths,  /_a,n97 they would

se l l  a l l  sor ts  o f  s tu f f .  Then we wou ld  see the  matach ines  dance;  tha t ' s

the  par t  I  l j ked .  And  oh ,  we 'd  ea t  a l l  day .

Th is  was to  honor  San Lorenzo.  What  i s  he  a  pa t ron  sa in t  o f?

Wel ' l  ,  he 's  a  pa t ron  sa in t  o f  the  poor  peop le ,  I  guess ,  ' cause they ' re

the ones who are always over there.  They ask him for al l  sorts of  favors.

I ' ve  seen  peop ' le  knee l  a t  the  en t rance  o f  the  church ,  i t ' s  a  b ig  church ,

and they ' l ' l  go  knee l ing  a1 l  the  way to  the  f ron t  o f  the  a l ta r .  They  ge t

the i r  knees  a l l  b ru jsed,  bu t  they  have a  f i rm be l je f  in  h im.  I f  they

ask  h im fo r  a  favor ,  they  have to  repay  h im in  some way or  e lse .  The i r

be l ie f  i s  tha t  he ' l l  bu rn  them in  some way  o r  ano ther  i f  they  don ' t

repay the favor.

He ' l l  burn  them? Do you know o f  any  inc idences  where  th is  migh t  have

happened ?

No,  no t  rea l l y ,  bu t  I ' ve  heard  s to r ies  o f  peop le  who say  he  has  burned

them when they ' re  cook ing ,  us ing  ho t  water ,  o r  in  f i re .

Th js  was because they  fa i led  to  repay  h im?

Yes .

In what way do they have to pay him back?

Promises  tha t  they  wou ld  make to  h im.  Some o f  them wou ld  p romise  h im

to  l igh t  cand les  or  some o f  them wou ld  p romise  to  go  knee l ing .  They

wou ld  knee l  ou ts ide  and wa lk  tha t  way  f rom the  en t rance ga tes  up  f ron t .
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They  n rou ld  end  up  w i th  b loody  kneesn  and  a l l  t ha t .

wan ted  t o  p rom ise  h im ,  t hey ' d  do  i t .

Page 
' l  
0

i f  tha t ' s  what  they

So, what they promised they'd do for him was what they had to do?

Yes,  some o f  them wou ld  g ive  h im money.

How could they give him money?

0h ,  by  g iv ing  i t  to  the  church  in  h js  name.

What  k jnd  o f  favors  d id  they  ask  o f  h im?

wel1 ,  i f  they  had a  s ick  person in  the  fami ly ,  they  wou ld  ask  h im to

hea l  tha t  person.  some o f  them wou ld  ask  fo r  f inanc ja l  he lp  and a1 l

sor ts  o f  he1p.  I f  he  rea l l y  d id ' i t ,  they  fe l t  they  had to  repay  h im by

^doin{ what they promised.

I f  they  d idn ' t  fee l  tha t  he  had accompl ished i t ,  they  d idn ' t  have to  pay

h im back?

No,  no t  rea11y .  But  I  guess  most  o f  them do because they  are  a f ra jd  o f

be ing  burned.

was he the only patron saint  they honored or were there others? Djd

they  ask  favors  o f  o thers?

There  are  a  lo t  o f  o thers .  The main  one they  ask  fo r  i s  the  v i rgen o f

Guada lupe .  She 's  the  ma in  V i rg in  sa in t  o f  M6x ' i co .  she 's  the  Mex ican

sa  i  n t .

I sn ' t  she  ca l led  M6x ico 's  pa t ron  sa jn t?

Yes,  she is .  You shou ld  see how they  honor  her  on  her  day ,  wh ich  is

December  
. l2 .  

They  s ta r t  rea l  ear ly ,  a  p i lg r image,  wa lk ing  up  to  the

cathedra l .  About  5 :00  in  the  morn ing ,  the  mar iach js  serenade the  V i rg in

wh i le  a l l  the  peop le  b r jng  herhugebouquets  o f  f l owers  a t  the  a l te r .

I t ' s  rea l l y  a  beau t j fu l  s igh t  to  see .  They  rea l1y  go  a l l  ou t  fo r  he r .
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You say you saw that ' in M6xico.  Did you ever see i t  happen here?

No,  no t  here .  Peop le  w i l l  p ray  to  her ,  and go  to  churchn and honor

tha t  day ,  bu t  rea l  qu ie t l y ,  no t  l j ke  over  there .  And tha t ' s  no t  on ly

jn  M6x ico  C i t y ,  tha t ' s  a l l  over  M6x ico .

Do you have any idea why they honor her so much more than the others?

wel l ,  they  cons ider  her  the  mother  pa t ron  sa in t  o f  M6x ico .  She 's  dark

l i ke  the  Mex icans  are .  she  appeared on  Juan D iego 's  c loak .  They  cons id -

e r  her  the i r  sa in t .

Prohibi t ion was between 1920 and 
. l933. 

Do you remember anyth ' ing specia ' l

about  tha t  t ime?

Yes, I  remember when I  was about f ive years old,  my dad used to make

beer  in  our  house.  He and my mother  wou ld  make i t .  They  wou ld  le t  me

he lp  pour  the  beer  in to  bo t t les  us ing  a  funne l .  We wou ld  have qu i te  a

hard  t ' ime because o f  a l l  the  foam,  bu t  I  l i ked to  do  i t .  Then I  wou ld

he ' lp  pu t  i t  jn  the  icebox .  And tha t ' s  exac t ly  what  i t  waso an  icebox .

We d idn ' t  have any  e lec t r i c  re f r igera tors  l ' i ke  we do  now.  I t  was  jus t

a  box .  The  i ceman wou ld  de l i ve r  a  b lock  o f  i ce  and  pu t  i t  i ns ide  the

icebox. There were a lot  of  men coming to the house to buy the beer.

I  remember some real  o ld men, I  guess they were drunkards or something.

They would t ry to buy the beer on credi t  or  t rade something for i t ,  but

my dad on ly  accepted  cash.

D id  he  make any th ing  e lse  bes ides  beer?

We11,  he  used to  make wh iskey  too ,  bu t  he  wou ldn ' t  se l l  tha t .  That  was

for his own use. I  don' t  remember how he made the beer.  I  do remember

tha t  in  mak ing  wh iskey ,  I  used to  he lp  h im brown the  sugar  on  the  s tove ;

we l l ,  burn  i t  I  guess  is  the  word .  Then he  wou ld  add some ex t rac t  to
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the burned sugar and then add water.  I t  would come out good whiskey.

t , l lhat  k ind of  people purchased your merchandise?

Al l  k inds.  I  remember the old men because they used to be real  n ' ice.

Respectab le  peop le  f i -u rchased i t7  too ,  and a l l  k inds  o f  men.  I  don ' t

rea l l y  remember  any  women buy ing  i t ,  bu t  a l l  k jnds  o f  men wou ld  s top

and purchase i t .

How would they go about buying i t?

They used to go through the back door.  l r le had a big yard,  and at  the

end o f  the  yard  we had a  b ig  room.  I t  had a  door  w i th  a  b ig  lock  lead-

ing  ou t  to  the  a1 ley .  They  wou ld  knock  on  the  doorn  bu t  we weren ' t

a l lowed to  open the  door  to  anybody or  to  se11 any th ing  e i ther .  We had

to  go  ins ide  the  house and e i ther  he  or  my mother  wou ld  se l l  i t .  I  guess

some of the people who went over there were my dad's f r iends. I  remem-

ber  some o f  them wou ld  take  a  gu i ta r .  They  wou ld  p lay  in  the  k i tchen

and s ing  and ge t  a l l  happy .  I  l j ked  to  hear  them.

I^ las  anyone e lse  invo lved in  th is  opera t ion ,  o r  was  you dad do jng  i t  by

h i  mse l  f?

l4y  Unc le  G i lber to ,  we ca l led  h im Beto ,  wou ld  he lp  h im.  He wou ld  go  over

to the border,  to the fence, where he would purchase some pure alcohol

jn  b jg  square  a luminum cans .  He wou ld  buy  the  a lcoho l  and br jng  i t  over

to my dad's house. He would have to be very careful  w' i th th ' is  and watch

out for the federal agents who were watching the border. I remember

sometimes he used to carry a pisto ' l  .

D id  any th ing  ever  happen?

Yes,  someth ing  happened to  h im;  he  was k i l led .  He was in  an  empty  house

in  the  L inco ln  a rea ,  near  my grandmother 's  house,  the  po l i ce  found h im.
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Where was the  L inco ln  a rea?

It  was the area between Concordia Cemetery and Evergreen Cemetery,  just

across  the  ra i l road t racks .  I t  was  near  L jnco ln  Schoo l  and Ca lvary

Church .  Now i t ' s  ca l led  the  Spaghet t i  Bowl  a rea .

Do you know why he was murdered?

No, I  don' t  know why, but I  do know he was found in an empty house,

1y ' ing  across  the  tab le .  He had been s i t t ing  a t  the  tab le ,  I  guess  he

had been dr ink ingn because they  found a  bo t t le  smashed near  h im.  He

was shot to death.

Do you know anything else about what happened there?

No, only that  some peop' le say that i t  was some men in a black car who

d jd  the  shoot ing .  They  jus t  sped awa; r  and were  never  caught .

D id  anybody e lse  bes ides  the  po l i ce  ever  t ry  to  f ind  ou t  what  happened

there ?

No,  no t  rea ' l1y .  Except  tha t  he  had a  son,  Beto ,  J r .  When he grew up,

he  fought  in  the  Korean War .  He found ou t  about  h ' i s  fa ther 's  l i fe  h is -

tory when he got out of  the service,  Lan!/  he came here to E' l  Paso. He

had  been  l i v ing ' in  F resno ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  be fo re  he  went  to  the  se rv jce .

He sa id  he  was go ing  to  f ind  ou t  who d id  i t  and  ge t  revenge fo r  h is

father,  but  he had to go back to Fresno. And less than a year af ter  he

came back  f rom the  serv ice ,  he  was k i l led  in  a  car  acc ident .  So tha t

ended that.

Has anybody ever found out what happened there? Do you think that  the

murder  had any th ing  to  do  w j th  the  bus iness  he  was engaged ' in?

Yes,  I 'm a lmost  sure  tha t  was  i t ,  because I  don ' t  know what  o ther  reason

there  cou ld  have been.
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Did  you ever  do  any  t rave ' l ing  ou ts ide  E l  Paso as  a  ch i ld?

Yes,  when I  was  about  12  years  o1d,  I  went  to  San Anton io  to  v is i t  an

aunt ,  who was a  nun.  She was ass igned over  there .  I  went  w i th  a  g rand-

mother ,  an  unc le ,  an  aunt  and two cous ins .

What year was this?

I t  was  I  940.

Do you remember  any th ing  about  th is  t r ip?

Yes,  I  remember  I  l i ked  the  t r ip  a  lo t .  We had a  lo t  o f  fun .  But  what

I  d idn ' t  l j ke  was l la tZwhen we had to  s top  somewhere  and ea t ,  we weren ' t

a l lowed in  the  res taurants  because we were  Mex icans .  My aunt  who was

l igh ter  sk inned than the  res t  o f  us  wou ld  go  in to  the  res taurant  and

buy hamburgers  and cokes  fo r  us .  She 'd  b r ing  them out  and we 'd  ea t  them

in  the  ca r .

Do you remember any spec' i f jc  towns where this happened?

I  on ly  remember  i t  happened in  San Anton io .

When was the f i rst  t ime you ever heard the word Chicano?

About  a  coup le  o f  years  ago.

You don' t  remember i t  ever being used when you were younger?

No,  never .

What does the word mean to you r ight  now?

To me i t  means that we were born in the Uni ted States,  but we were born

of Mexi  can parents.

Do you have any idea of where the word came from?

No,  I  rea l l y  don ' t .

What do you think about the Chicano Movement going on now?

I 'm a l l  fo r  j t .  I t ' s  abou t  t ime  we had  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .
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Why are you for the Chjcano Movement?

We11,  because they ' re  f igh t ing  fo r  us ,  they ' re  look ing  fo r  equa l  repre-

senta t ion  fo r  us ,  fo r  be t te r  jobs ,  be t te r  pay ,  and be t te r  t rea tment  a l l

a round.

What ' s  your  op in ion  abou t  the  i11ega1  a l jens  in  th i s  a rea?

I pi ty them and I  feel  sorry for  them because they're in the state they

are  jn .  Bu t  s t i ' | l ,  I  f ee l  tha t  they ' re  tak ing  a  lo t  away  f rom us .

Like in the downtown area, the merchants in the downtown area hire only

g i r l s  f rom Ju6rez  in  o rder  to  pay  less .  The g i r l s  over  here  don ' t  have

a chance o f  ge t t ing  a  job  there ,  because they  have to  pay  them more .  I

don ' t ' l j ke  the  way  they  a re ,  they ' re  ve ry  rude .  I  don ' t  even  shop  in

the downtown area anymore. They come and take our jobs away from us.

So you feel  that  they should t ry and curb the problem now?

Yes,  I  rea l l y  do .  I  fee l  tha t  M6x ico  shou ld  do  someth ing  to  he lp  the i r

own peop le .  They ' re  a  r i ch  count ry .  I  th jnk  /That /  i f  they  wanted  to ,

they could af ford programs for the poor.

In what way is M6x' ico a r jch country?

Wel l ,  fo r  one,  they 've  go t  a  lo t  o f  agr icu l tu re .  Another  way I  fee l  the

f t lex ican Government  cou ld  he lp  them is  by  mak ing  i t  a  law tha t  ch i ld ren

shou ld  go  to  schoo l  j us t  l i ke  they  do  in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  In  Mdx ico ,

i f  the  paren ts  don ' t  wan t  to  send  the i r  ch i ld ren  to  schoo l ,  they  don ' t .

The government  doesn ' t  say  any th ing  about  i t .  I f  they  wou ld  bu i ld  more

schoo ls ,  the  smal l  ch i ld ren  wou ld  ge t  an  educat ion .  That  wou ld  be t te r

the i r  l i ves .  They  cou ld  a lso  pass  hea l th  p rograms,  they  cou ld  innocu la te

the  ch i ld ren  and g ive  them shots  l i ke  they  do  here .  They  cou ld  have good

hea l th  p rograms fo r  the  peop le  in  genera l ,  and have someth ing  l i ke
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wel fa re  where  they  cou ld  he lp  the  poor  peop le .
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