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INTERVIEI,J I^IITH ARMANDO A. SANCHEZ bY Rosa Mora les ,  November  30 ,  1976

What is your name?

My name is Armando A. Sdnchez.

When were you born?

I  was  born  on  Apr i l  
. |5 ,  

1920.

Where were you born?

I was born here in El  Paso.

How long have you l i ved  in  E l  Paso?

0n  and  o f f  I ' ve  l j veA [he r {  abou t  25  yea rs .

How la rge  is  your  fami ly?

I  have th ree  mar r ied  ch i ld ren .

Where were your parents born?

My mother was born here in El  Paso and my father was born in Anthony, Texas.

Do they  I  i ve  in  E l  Paso?

Yes,  they  do .

M:  What  ' i s  your  leve l  o f  educat ion?

S:  A t  the  moment  I 'm a  sen io r  a t  The Un ' i vers ' i t y  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.

M:  What  schoo ls  d id  you a t tend?

S: I  at tended f  i  rst  Guardi  an Ange' l  School  ,  fa]  Cathol  ' ic  school  ;  then Zaval  a,

pub l i c ;  Bur leson ,  wh ich  i s  now Je f fe rson  H igh  Schoo l ;  and  Bowie  H igh  Schoo ' | .

M:  Can you te11 me some major  inc idents  wh ich  happened to  you wh i le  you were

i  n  schoo l  ?

S:  Yes ,  a t  the  t ime j t  was  in  the  ear ly  30s  when we use to  have a  lo t  o f  these

rumrunners  a round the  ne ighborhood where  I  used to  l i ve .  We used to  l i ve

on San Antonio and Guaymas down in East El  Paso, and rumrunners used to

come across  r igh t  there  a t  tha t  po in t ,  Guaymas and the  border .  The border

was d iv ided a t  tha t  t ime by  a  w i re  fence,  bu t  the  w i re  fence was e i ther
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cut at  d i f ferent places where people [would]  come across or there were

holes underneath the fence. The rumrunners used to come across in bunches

of  f i ve  o r  s jx  w i th  one lookout  man in  f ron t .  The lookout  man a lways  used

to  ca r ry  a  .30 -30  ca l ibe r  r i f l e  o r  ca rb ine  and  a  .45 ' in  h is  ho ls te r ,

and every  rumrunner  had a  .45  in  h is  hand.  The ones  tha t  had the  load

used to  pu t  a lcoho l  o r  wh iskey  or  whatever  in  f i ve  ga l lon  cans ,  square  t in

cans. Fr, .n]  they'd put [n.  . .nf l  in gunny sacks, t ie [ rh." l  together,

sw ing  the  sacks  over  the i r  shou lders  l i ke  sadd le  bags ,  and  they  cou ld  run

wi th  them rea l  fas t .  The lookout  fo r  the  bunch wou ld  go  across  f i rs t .  He

wou ld  ge t  to  the  top  f -o f  a ] t i t t te  h i l l  r igh t  a f te r  c ross ing  the  border ,

jus t  be fore  ge t t ing  to  San Anton io  S t ree t ,  wh ich  was a t  tha t  t ime an

a11ey s ta r t ing  f rom there  go ing  west .  He wou ld  go  up  the  h i l l  [g .d ]

check the al1ey to see j f  there were any Border Patrolmen. I f  he did not

see any  Border  Pat ro lmen,  he  wou ld  s igna l  h is  men to  come across .  They

wou ld  ge t  to  the  top  o f  the  h ' i l l ,  and  then he  wou ld  run  ahead another

ha l f  b lock ,  wh ich  was  San  An ton io ,  l ook  a round ,  and  j f  the  coas t  was

c1ear ,  he  wou ld  s igna l  h ' i s  men and take  o f f  aga in - - jus t  the  way we used to

do j t  ' i n  the  in fan t ry .

There were t ' imes when the Border Patrol  got  word that there was going

to be some rumrunners coming across,  and they would set  up for them. They

would h ' ide around a few houses that were there [and] set  up machine-guns.

They  wou ld  wa i t  un t i l  a l l  the  rumrunners  had come across  the  border ,  and

as soon as they were fat ]  about San Antonio Street and Guaymas, they would

s tar t  f i r ing  a t  &n.n l  f rom a l l  d i rec t jons .  They  d id  no t  care  where  the

bu l le ts  went ,  whether  there  were  any  peop le  a round,  even though ' i t  was  a t

n igh t .  I t  was  no t  so  la te  a t  n igh t  though,  $ . .u r r . ]  the  rumrunners  used
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to  come acnoss  a  l i t t le  a f te r  dusk .  Our  house be ing  r igh t  there  a t  the

corner ,  the  wa l ls  were  a l l  fu l l  o f  bu l le t  ho les .  And the  w indows- -my

father had to rep' lace windows about every other week. After the shoot ing

vvas over,  he used to come out real  mad and tel l  the Border Patrolmen that

they would have to replaster the house and replace the windows. They used

to  jus t  look  a t  h jm and say ,  "Yea,  yea,  yea , "  bu t  they  never  d jd .  So my

fa ther  had to  go  to  the  expense.  He never  d id  p las te r  the  house,  bu t  he

d id  rep lace  the  w indow panes.

Around the neighborhood where we used to l ive between Guaymas and

Stevens ,  there  were  qu i te  a  few boot leg  jo in ts .  In  fac t ,  on  my b lock

there were three of  them, two on one side of  the street and one on the

other.  Some of the rumrunners would come across and drop of f  the load and

go r ight  back t^r l  other t imes they wou' ld go to Rivera Street (about a

b lock  nor th  f rom San Anton io )  and some cars  wou ld  be  wa i t ing  fo r  the  load.

They would throw [ t f re toaAJ in the car,  the car would take of f ,  and the

rumrunners  wou ld  go  back  across  the  border .  These boot leg  jo in ts ,  i f

you  d id  no t  ca ter  to  the i r  bus iness ,  you  d id  no t  know they  were  boot leg

ioints because they were just  p la in houses. I  knew about them because

I  used to  l i ve  nex t  door  to  them.  The used to  se l l  the  a lcoho l  fo r  $ .05 .

A man wou ld  come over ,  buy  a  soda pop fo r  a  n icke l ,  pu t  the  shot  o f  a lcoho l

in  the  soda pop and tha t  was  a l l  he  needed- -  $ . . |0  to  ge t  h igh .  Beer ,

wh ich  was home brewed,  was a  n icke l  a  bo t t le .  A t  t imes when they  go t  ra ided,

the  Border  Pat ro l  wou ld  go  in  these houses  and wou ld  bn ing  ou t  a l l  the

crocks where they were brewing the beer,  and they would break them r ight

there  on  the  curbn  on  the  s jde  o f  the  s t ree t .  I f  they  found the  cans  o f

wh iskey  or  a lcoho l  they  wou ld  dump them out  in  the  s t ree t  too .  Bot t les  o f

home brew,  they  wou ld  b r ing  them out  and break  them on the  s t ree t .  Bu t ,
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that  i s  when they  found i t ,  because a  lo t  o f  these houses  had fa lse  f loors .
r1
[heV wereJ  no t  rea l l y  ce11ars ,  ius t  a  ho le  made under  the  f loor .  They

wou ld  s tash  the i r  boot leg  s tu f f  in  these.  As  the  peop le  wou ld  come to  buy '

they  wou ld  jus t  open a  t rap  door  underneath  the i r  rug  or  underneath  the

k i tchen tab le .  Bes ides  the  k i tchen tab le  they  had another  coup le  o f  l i t t le

tables there in case they got word that they were going to be raided. [ f t

they got word of  a raid, ' |  t f , .y would immedjately take the dr inks away from

the men si t t ' ing in t f rere and put a bowl of  menudo or some tacos or beans

or whatever they had on the stove. They always had something just  in

case.  And somet imes men wou ld  go  in  there  on  Sunday morn ings  to  ea t  menudo.

They say  menudo is  good fo r  hangovers ;  I  don ' t  know about  tha t .

When I  was  in  h igh  schoo l ,  some f r iends  across  the  s t ree t  f rom me

and the i r  cous ins  (about  s ix  o f  us)  go t  together  and bought  an  o ld  car ,

an  Ersk ine .  I  have never  seen another  car  l i ke  tha t .  I  don ' t  know where

th is  car  came f rom,  bu t  tha t  was  the  name o f  i t ,  Ersk ine .  ln je  used j t  to

go to school  ,  a bunch of  us guys. 0n our way to school  f* .  , t .o- l  to p ' ick

up g j r l s  wa lk ing  a long l4agof f in  toward  Bowie  H ' igh  Schoo l  .  By  the  t ime we

got  to  schoo l ,  there  were  twe lve  or  f i f teen  k ids  in  the  car ,  a l1  p i led

' in  there .  In  the  back  seat  o r  in  the  back  o f  the  f ron t  sea t  we cou ld

hide cjgaret tes and maybe a pint  of  wine. t ' le used this car to go to the

footbal ' l  games. For the footbal l  games only four guys rode. There was a

teacher  tha t  used to  r ide  w i th  us  to  the  foo tba l l  games.  We used to  f igh t

among us  to  see who she was go ing  to  s i t  nex t  to ,  even though she was an

o lder  woman.  I t  was  good t imes.  A t  tha t  t ime,  cars  s ta r ted  to  come out

w i th  rad ios ,  and we d id  no t  have a  rad io .  Some guys  wou ld  r ide  by  w i th

the i r  rad jos  on  fu l l  b las t  and  we were  k jnd  o f  env ious ,  bu t  we  cou ld  no t

a f fo rd  to  buy  a  rad io  fo r  our  o ld  ja lopy .  So what  we d id ,  we go t  ourse lves
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an  o ld  g raphaphone ,  one  o f  t hose  you  c rank ,  and  some o ld  reco rds .  They

must  h6ys  been o ld  Pancho V i l la  records ,  ' cause tha t ' s  the  way they

so.unded.  [ , le  used to  d r ive  around the  ne ighborhood about  f i ve  mi les  an  hour

so  tha t  you  cou ld  hear  tha t  we had mus ic  in  our  car  too .  Rea l  p roud l

We wou ld  then go  downtown to  E l  Paso St ree t ,  wave a t  the  g i r l s ,  and f ina l l y

we wou ld  end up  on  N in th  S t ree t  wh ich  a t  tha t  t ime i t  was  the  Red L igh t

Dfs t r i c t .  We wou ld  d r i ve  by  wav ing  a t  the  g i r l s .  I t  was  dusk ,  and  a l1

the  g i r l s  were  s tand jng  a t  the  door  wav ing  a t  us ,  laugh ing  a t  our  squeaky

vo ice  mus jc  we had.  That ' s  the  way they  sounded a t  tha t  t ime.  We d id

have a  good t ime wh j le  we were  k ids .

What  were  the  da t ing  pa t te rns  when you were  in  schoo l?

0h,  the  same as  today ,  I  guess .  I  had a  spec ia l  g ' i r1  who used to  do  my

His to ry  workn  wh ich ' i s  a  sub jec t  I  never  d id  l j ke .  Every  t ime  H is to ry

per iod  wou ld  come,  I  wou ld  fa l l  as leep.  Everyday  we used to  have a  qu iz

about  what  we had the  day  be fore ,  bu t  s jnce  I  was  as leep,  I  d id  no t  know

anyth ing .  Th is  g i r l  wou ld  s i t  nex t  to  me and make two papers .  A t  the  end

of  the  qu iz ,  she  wou ld  hand me one and a l l  I  had  to  do  was s ign  i t  and tu rn

i t ' i n .  And tha t  i t  how I  passed H is to ry .  To  show my gra t i tude,  I  asked

her  to  go  ou t .  I  wou ld  take  her  to  the  mov ies ,  The Pa lace ,  wh ich  was the

cheapest  theater .

Bes ides  the  Pa lace ,  we had the  P laza ,  and L&A.  0 f  course ,  the  cheapest

was lrre Atci i i i .  i i ioss t iroml the colon. We cou ld  qo  in  fo r  $ .05  and

watch  no th i ng  bu t  se r i a l s - -Zo ro ,  Ta rzan ,  and  wha t  have  you .  Bu t  we  d i dn ' t

t ake  the  g i r ' l s  t he re .  When  we  were  down  and  ou t  and  on l y  had  a  d ime ,  t ha t

i s  where  we  wou ld  go .  We used  to  take  the  g i r l s  t o  t he  Pa lace ;  t ha t  was

the  b jg  t ime  thea te r .  Ano the r  mov ie  house ,  wh ich  was  on  A lameda  and  Raynor ,

was  the  A lameda  Thea te r  and  they  wou ld  have  th j s  g i ve -away .  You  wou ld  go
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i n  there  and buy  the  t i cke t ,  and the  t i cke t  wou ld  have a  number  on  i t .  They

would draw a number about ha' l fway through f tne movie]  They would give

a se t  o f  d ishes  or  coup le  o f  ch ickens ,  someth ing  sma1 l ,  bu t  to  a t t rac t

people to the theater.  And again most ly what they showed was nothing

but  ser ia l  shows.

Can you te11 me what  you d id  on  weekends?

0n Saturday night we went to dances. l^ le would get together and dr ive

around the  ne ighborhood jus t  l i ke  a  lo t  o f  the  k ids  do  today .  fW. 'O

be-J gatecrashers.  I f  we knew someone Fa u dance, we'd askJ ,  "How about

tak ing  us  in?"  We wou ld  go ' in  and dance.  Somet imes we came over  to  E l

Paso and San Antonio;  upstairs there was a dance hal l  and we used to go

up there  and dance our  heads  o f f  to  the  j i t te rbug,  dances  l i ke  tha t .

When did you start  to work?

I  was  s t i l l  i n  h igh  schoo l .  I  s ta r ted  work ' ing  dur ing  the  summers  because

my grandfa ther ,  be ing  an  o ld ,  mean Span iard ,  d idn ' t  want  me and my unc le

(my mother 's  b ro ther ,  be ing  the  same age as  myse l f )  to  be  runn jng  around,  so

he wou ld  take  us  to  work  w i th  h im.  He was a  cement  cont rac tor  and jus t

about every house north of  the rai l road tracks has cement that  we poured:

cement dr iveways, porches, garage f loors and what have you. That was

hard  work .  He used to  make us  work  our  bu t ts  o f f .  He 'd  say ,  "Jus t  because

you are  my k ids  don ' t  th ink  you are  go ' ing  to  take ' i t  easy .  You are  go ' ing

to  work  as  hard ,  i f  no t  harder  than the  o ther  guys . "  He pa id  us  a  do l la r

a  day  &nq l  a t  tha t  t ime,  $7  a  week,  wh ' i ch ' i s  what  we worked,  wou ld  las t

us  a  long t ime.  In  fac t ,  [a t te r ]  the  who le  weekend,  we s t i l l  had  money le f t .

Now you earn $200 weekly and by the end of  the week you are f lat  broke.

fWe, l  cou ld  buy  a  lo t  fo r  our  do l la rs .  I  worked hard  un t i l  I  go t  ou t  o f

hi  gh schoo' l  ' i  n '  37.

M:

S :



SANCHEZ

I  kept  work ' ing for  my grandfather  unt i l  I  jo ined the Army in  September
. | 940 -  

I  i o i ned  the  A rmy  A i r  Co rps  and  was  s ta t i oned ' i n  Mar t f i e ' l d ,  Ca l i f o rn ia .

In  l 94 l  my  ou t f i t  was  t rans femed  f rom the  S ta tes  to  Guam.  No t  a l l  t he

ou t f i t  was  t rans fe r red  a t  one  t ime- -one - th i rd  l e f t  i n  0c tobe r  and  the

one- th i rd  tha t  was  go ing  to  rep lace  i n  Guam le f t  a t  t he  same t jme .  So

ac tua l l y  two - th i ras  l o t  t he  ou t f i t ]  was  l e f t  i n  Guam,  two- th i rds  was  l e f t

i n  t he  m idd le  o f  t he  ocean ,  and  two - th i r ds  was  l e f t  j n  Ma r t f i e l d  a t  t ha t

t jme,  because they d id not  want  to  leave the post  vacant .  There wene thnee

of us that  jo ined the Arnry together. Onb o f  my  budd ies  l e f t  i n  0c tobe r .
,  f -  - - 1

The second one l le f tJ  in  November  
. |941,  

and I  le f t  on  December  5 , . l94 . l .

We were close to Hawai i  when the Japs at tacked Pear l  Harbor.  I  remember

very  c1ear l y ,  I  was  s tand jng  on  the  ra i l  j us t  l ook ing  ou t  a t  the  ocean ,
f - r

I there  wasJ  no th ing  e lse  we cou ld  do .  A l l  o f  a  sudden I  saw the  wake o f

another  sh ip ,  and [ f ]  sa iA ,  "Say  guys ,  another  sh ip  went  by  here . , ,  And then

I  looked  toward  the  rear  o f  the  sh ip ,  and  I  saw tha t i t  was  our  own sh ip ' s

[uakeJ .  We had made a  U Turn .  i  sa ' id ,  "Hey1 we are  go ing  back . , ,  Then

a f te r  a  l i t t l e  wh i le  the  sh ip ' s  commander  sa id  over  the  in te rcom,  "Turn  in

a l l  your  rad ios  and cameras . "  We d id  no t  kn :w what  was go ing  on ,  so  we

turned them in , [anoJset t led  down.  About  th i r ty  hours  la te r ,  I  was  on  the

ra i l  wa tch ing  the  wate r ,  because  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  to  p lay  ca rds  w i th  the

res t  o f  the  guys ,  and I  saw the  Go lden Gate  Br fdge aga in .  I  sa id ,  "We are

back  in  san Franc isco .  what  happened?"  we a l l  s ta r ted  ho l le r ing .  Then

as we were  go ing  in to  the  San Franc ' i sco  Bay ,  d  p i lo t  boatgo t  a long the  s ide

of  the  sh ip  Bna]  the  p i lo t  go t  aboard .  He to ld  us  tha t  the  Japs  had

at tacked Pear l  Harbor .  We a l l  ho l le red ,  "Wel l ,  le t ' s  go  back  and ge t  them

out  o f  there l "  How cou ld  we do  tha t?  We were  no t  even armed.  I t  was  a

t roop sh ip ,  wh ich  had ac tua l l y  been a  cargo  sh ip .  I t  used to  car ry  ca t t le ,
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and the s t ink be low deck--Oh,  God!  I t  was someth ing e ' lse.  Then bes ides

that  i t  had a load of  on ions in  the same hul l  where vve were,  so most  o f

us s lept  and ate up on deck.

Wel l ,  anyway,  he gave us the news,  and then we got  in to  por t .  A

few of  us,  l ike mysel f  and the rest  o f  my uni t  were what  we used to  ca l l

"a  bunch of  l i t t le  bastards"  because we d ' idn ' t  have a mother ,  we d id  not

have a un ' i t .  Our  un j t ' in  Guam had e i ther  run in to  the jungles or  had been

cap tu red .  I n  f ac t  my  f i r s t  buddy ,  t he  one  wh ' i ch  l e f t  i n  Oc tobe r ,  ran

in to  t he  j ung les  and  j o i ned  t he  Ph i l i pp i ne  gue r i l l a s .  The  second  one  was

captured and was a Japanese pr isoner  of  war  for  over  three years--may he

res t  i n  peace - -he  d id  no t  come ou t  o f  j t  t oo  good ,  because  j t  a f f ec ted  h i s

mind.  He was here af ter  he got  out  o f  the Army lunal  he was having

ha l l uc ina t j ons  abou t  t he  d i f f e ren t  p r i sons  and  the  way  he  was  t rea ted .  He

s ta r ted  d r i nk ing ,  and  be fo re  you  knew i t ,  he  became an  a l coho l j c  and  d ied

an  a l coho l j c .  The  o the r  one ,  a f te r  t he  war  was  ove r ,  came ou t  o f  t he

jung les  and  had  a  Ph i l i pp i no  g ' i 11  w i t h  h jm ,  and  he  mar r i ed  he r .  He  s t i l l

I  i  ves  i  n  E l  Paso  and  works  a t  Fo r t  B ' l i  ss .

Mysel f ,  f rom then on I  have been in  the Army and t raveled a l l  over .

I  was in  the Ai r  Corps at  that  t jme.  I  was in  [ tn . ]  ground crew,  but

s ' i nce  I  d ' i d  no t  have  an  ou t f i t  and  some o f  t he  o the rs  d jd  no t  have  ou t f i t s ,

they got  us and sa jd,  "From here to  here you are going to  be in  a cer ta in

ou t f j t .  "  I  was  1ucky ,  I  go t  I n fan t r y .  Yea ,  " 1ucky , "  bu t  I  l o ved  ' i t ;  and

ever  s jnce I  have been an in fant ryman.  I  became very adapted to  i t .  I

have  taugh t  i n fan t r y  t ac t i cs  to  en l i s ted  men ,  h igh  rank ing  o f f i ce rs  a t

0 .C .S . ,  bnO]  f o re i gn  o f f i ce r s  v i s i t i ng  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  I  have  t augh t

en l i s ted  men  and  o f f i ce rs  o f  t he  a rm ies  o f  La t i n  Amer i ca ,  a1 l  t he  way  f rom

Mex ico  to  the  t i p  o f  Sou th  Amer i ca .  [ . nna ]  a t f  my  teach ing  was  done  in  Span ish .



SANCHEZ

M:

S :

I  had  to  t rans la te  a l l  the  mater ia l  f rom Eng l ish  to  Span ish .  Bes ides

in fan t ry ,  I  have taught  weaponary ,  a ]1  weapons,  p lus  the i r  own weapons,

wh ich  a  lo t  o f  the  mi l i ta ry  men f rom South  Amer ica  d idn ' t  know hdw to

opera te .  They  ius t  knew the  weapon wh jch  was issued to  them,  and tha t ' s

i t .  I  taught  communjs t  weapons,  parachut ing ,  and surv iva l :  surv iva l  in

the  jung ' le ,  water ,  deser t ,  and snow--anywhere .  Surv iva l  was  my spec ia l ty .

can you te l l  me o f  some major  inc idents  wh ich  happened to  you wh i le  you

were  in  the  serv ice?

I remember one t ime I  was doing my parachute jumps--my third jump, qual i fy ing

iump for parachuters.  We were taught you should always look out for  your-

se l f  and fo r  your  budd ies  too .  In  o ther  words ,  when you are  f loa t ing

down you are not supposed to get too c lose to your buddies because you are

l iab le  to  ge t  tang ' led  up .  I  made th js  jump,  and I  checked my 1e f t ,  i t  was
f 1

c lear .  [ I J  checked to  my r igh t ,  i t  was  c lear ;  fo rward ,  I  was  c lear ;

[ana in ]  back  o f  me,  i t  was  c lear .  when I  checked my le f t  [aga inJ ,  the

guy which was f loat ing next to me was not there anymore. Then I  fe l t

someth ing  h i t  my fee t - -h is  chute  was on  my fee t .  I  ho l le red  to  h im,  "yea,

you son o f  a  gun,  d r i f t  o f f  because you are  go ing  to  rock  the  a i r  ou t  o f

my shoes . "  But  a t  tha t  same t ime I  kep t  my coo l .  I  ran  across  h is

parachute ,  the  top  o f  h is  parachute .  He was dr i f t ing  to  the  r igh t  so  I

pu l led  my r i sers  to  my ' le f t  so  I  cou ld  d r i f t  le f t  tanOl  s t i y  away f rom h im.

That  was a  funny  sensat ion- - runn ing  over  the  top  o f  the  chute .  I t  reminded

me of when we used to go down [ t r ]  the val ley,  to the cotton gins.  [w. 'a]
ge t  on  those b ig  p j les  o f  co t ton  and jus t  run  over  them and s ink  up  to

your  wa is t .  That  i s  how i t  [ r . r0  runn ing  across  h is  chute .  I t  was  a

wonder  I  d id  no t  co l lapse h is  chute .  I  d r i f ted  away okay ,  and I  pu l led

my r isers  because I  wanted  to  fo l low tha t  guy .  He landed,  and I  landed
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about l0 feet  away from him--you have never seen somebody get out of  the

parachute  harness  so  fas t .  in  fac t ,  I  th ' ink  I  was  ou t  o f  j t  be fore  I  h i t

the ground, because I  wanted to get to that  guy. [ IJ Oeut the heck out

o f  h im,  un t i l  the  I  ieu tenant  came over  and go t  me away f rom h im.  He

sa id ,  " I  shou ld  do  tha t . "  He was mad,  because he  saw every th ing  tha t  was

going on. He was the control  of f icer on the ground and fur i tn]  a megaphone

and wou ld  te l l  us ,  "Hey  number  30  dr i f t  to  your  r igh t ,  to  your  1e f t ,  you

are  ge t t ing  to  c lose . "  He saw th iS  guy ,  bu t  th is  guy  was no t  pay ing

at ten t ion .  What  he  wanted  was to  land as  c lose  to  the  tu rn- in  po in t  as
l r

poss ib le  so  f tha tJ  he  wou ld  no t  have to  cary  the  parachute  a  long d is tance.

Ano ther  t ime ,  dur ing  the  war  ( l , r l l ^ l l i )  i n  A f r i ca . . . i t ' s  funny ,  th ings

happen to  you and you don ' t  th ink  about  them unt i l  years  la te r .  I  remember

when I  vo lun teered to  d r ive  an  ammuni t jon  t ruck  up  to  the  f ron t  l ines .  A

buddy  o f  m ine  sa ' id ,  "We l l ,  l e t ' s  go .  I f  they  b lovv  our  t rucks  up ,  oh  what

the  he l1 ,  we do  no t  have anybody wa i t ing  fo r  us  a t  the  Sta tes ;  we ' re  no t

mar r ied .  "  l , le  were  jus t  happy-go- lucky  k ids ;  we d id  no t  care .  Those

t rucks  were  be jng  b lown up da i1y .  Wel l ,  we were  dr iv ing  down the  road

and I  saw h jm s top ,  he  was about  100 yards  ahead o f  me,  so  I  s topped.

We d id  no t  want  to  ge t  too  c lose  together  in  case they  h i t  one o f  the  t rucks

' i t  wou ldn ' t  b low up the  o ther  one.  He made a  s igna l  w i th  h is  hand tha t

he  was go ing  to  ea t .  I  took  ou t  my ra t ions  and s ta r ted  ea t ing .  Then I

looked over  toward  h is  t ruck  and I  saw h jm runn ing  up  the  h i l l  wav ing

h is  hands  and  a rms s igna l ing  me to  go .  I  though t ,  "What  the  he l l . . .why  i s

he  runn ing  up  there ,  i s  he  c razy?"  What  happened was tha t  he  saw th ree

German p lanes  coming toward  us .  They  were  a t tack ing  us ,  bu t  the  th ing  was,

they were coming across the road. I f  they would have come with the road,

they  wou ld  have b lown us  up .  The funny  th ing  about  i t ,  though,  was tha t
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I  was  hea t i ng  a  cup  o f  cocoa  i n  a  sma l l  gas  s tove ,  I  had  my  b i scu i t s ' i n

my le f t  hand and my cup in  my r ight ,  and when I  saw the p lanes coming

( the re  was  a  d j t ch  r i gh t  nex t  t o  t he  road )  I  d idn ' t  r un  and  d rop  the  food .

I  was  th ink ing  more  o f  my  be11y  than  l os ing  my  1 i f e .  I  eased  down  to  the

bank  o f  t he  d i t ch ,  ra ' i sed  some weeds  wh ich  were  a t  t he  bo t tom o f  t he  d i t ch '

and  h id  my  cocoa  and ,c racke rs .  Then  I  l a i d  down  f l a t  on  the  g round ;

even  though ,  i f  t he  t ruck  had  been  h i t ,  i t  wou ld  have  made  a  ho le  b ig  enough

to  bu ry  t h i s  bu i l d i ng ,  and  I  wou ld  have  gone  w i t h  i t .  Bu t  t ha t ' s  exac t l y
't

what I  d id.  Af ter  they went,  they made a pass 
[-at  the t rucks,  br t ]  their

bu l le ts  went  in  f ron t  o f  my t ruck  [ana]none o f  them h i t ,  lucky  fo r  me.  When

they went to make another pass, they banked to the lef t ,  and they were going

to  h i t  a long the  road.  They  wou ld  have go t ten  us ,  bu t  a t  tha t  t ime,  ius t

as  they  were  bank ing ,  two Br i t i sh  Sp i t f i res  showed up and chased them

away. They knocked one of  them down and they were chasing the other two.

I t  was  funny ,  though,  the  way I  saw danger  coming and ins tead o f  runn ing

or  pan ick ing  I  jus t  eased down jn to  the  d j tch  to  h jde  my cocoa.  A f te r

they  le f t ,  I  cou ldn ' t  f jnd  my cocoa.  I  sa id ,  " t ^ lha t  the  he l l  d jd  I  do  w i th

i t ,  where ' i s  i t? "  Tha t  i s  how the  mind  works ,  I  guess ,  my  subconsc ious

h id  i t  and  my consc ious  d ' id  no t  know what  the  he l l  was  go ing  on .  F ina l l y

I  remembered,  "0h  yes ,  I  h jd  i t  some]p1ace. "  I  s ta r ted  I i f t ing  up  weeds

unt i l  I  found i t ,  and  I  p roceeded w j th  my lunch.  A  lo t  o f  th ings  happened

dur ing the war.  Some things you want to remember,  some things you want to

fo rge t ,  bu t  can ' t .

How did you get wounded?

I  was wounded about  f i ve  t jmes.  In  A f r i ca  on  my 1eg;  in  Korea and V ie t  Nam

a p iece  o f  shrapne l  to re  my ' ins jdes  when a  bomb went  o f f  nex t  to  me.  I
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was in Spec' ia l  Forces and we were gett ing ready to go out Dvhen] one of

the  20  mi l imeter  rocke ts  fe l l  c lose  to  me.  The p iece  o f  shrapne l ,  no

b igger  than a  quar te r , ' i t  went  jns jde  my be l l y  and to re  up  my l i ver  and my

guts.  Al l  I  remember is when I  went down. When I  came to,  i t  was three

days  1a ter .  The f i rs t  face  I  saw was k ' ind  o f  hazy ;  i t  was  my w i fe .  I

thought I  was dead. I  was supposed to be in Vjet  Nam, [Uut]  I  was look' ing

at my wife 's face. t ' lhat  happened was, they f lew me from Viet  Nam to Japan;

Japan f lew me a l l  the  way to  Wi l l iam Beaumont  r igh t  away.  They  s ta r ted

the  surgery  over  there ,  bu t  they  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  because I  was  a l l  to rn  up

jns ide .  So they  d id  most  o f  the  surgery  here .  In  fac t ,  I  had  one 1eg in

the grave; they to ld me the Chaplain had already come to g ' ive me the f tur t

r i tesJ ,  bu t  I  go t  ou t  o f  i t .  My w i fe  was there  when the  Genera l  came and

p inned a  meta l  on  me.  The Genera l  sa id ,  "Wernear ly  los t  you . "

When I  go t  ou t  o f  the  hosp i ta l  n ine  months  1a ter ,  I  went  to  the

Schoo ls  o f  the  Amer icas  and taught  there .  I  was  s t ' i l l  i n  the  Spec ia l

Forces  and s t i l l  teach jng  in fan t ry  tac t i cs ,  fand]  weaponry ,  a l l  the  weapons

tha t  the  in fan t ry  uses .  I  loved i t  over  there  because you cou ld  go ' in

the  jung le ,  l i ve  o f f  o f  j t :  b iE  aguac.a les  about  as  b ig  as  melons ,  guayabas,

coconuts , .  bananas,  mangos,  and changos.  I  used to  hunt  monkeys ,  howler

monkeys ,  and they  ho l le r  someth ing  awfu1.  When you hear  them fo r  the  f i rs t

t ime ,  i t  g i ves  you  ch i l l s .  I  used  to  hun t  them w i th  a  p rov is iona l  hun te r ,

the  s l ingshot .  And we used to  ea t  them.  Iguanas,  we used to  knock  them

of f  t rees  and ea t  them;  they ' re  good.  That ' s  why  I  was  teach ing  surv iva l ,
r. 1
l becauseJyou 

can ' t  s ta rve  in  the  iung les .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  do  
[s ta rve ]  

be-

cause they  ge t  scared;  espec ia l l y  a t  n igh t ,  they  s ta r t  hear ingr :nOises- :and
r -
l_t f reJ rust l  ing of  the weeds and they get panicky.  They don' t  know what to

eat,  what k ind of  weeds [anOJ shrubbery to eat fur ]  where to get water.
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M .

S:

That was my thing; f tnat  unut]  what I  used to teach.

Have you go t ten  invo lved w j th  commun ' i t y  o rgan iza t ions  or  any  type  o f  c lubs?

I  be long to  the  V.F .W.  As  fa r  as  communi ty  o rgan iza t ions ,  I  go  once in

a  wh i le  and  he lp  pass  ou t  the  t rays  fo r  the  sen io r  c i t i zens  a t  the  V .F .W.

Th is  p rogram is  da i l y  dur ing  the  week  a t  l 0 :30 .  They  go  p ick  up  the  ones

wi thout  t ranspor ta t jon  and take  them to  the  V.F . t^ l .  bu i ld ing .  They  g ' i ve

them exerc ises ,  s ing  songs ,  teach them to  square  dance.  A t  noon,  they

g ive  them a  b ig  mea1,  and then keep on .  0 f  course ,  these sen io r  c i t i zens

have to reg' ister and they get the big meal f ree.  That 's what I  have done,

just  help pass out the t rays and talk to these old men and women who go

there  to  ce lebra te  the j rb i r thdays- -a  lo t  o f  them do no t  have any  k ids

here.  The director has a big cake [wfr tcfr  says]  "Happy Bir thday,"  and

everybody that has a bir thday on that date or c lose to i t  celebrates i t

tha t  week.  They  s i t  them a t  a  spec ia l  tab le  w i th  the  cake and ha ts  ius t

l i ke  a  bunch  o f  k ids ,  you  know.  I t  fee ls  good  he lp ing  peop le  l i ke  tha t .

When you were ' in  the  serv ice ,  can  you te l l  me how the  Ang los  and

Mex ican-Amer icans  t rea ted  each o ther?  D id  you no t jce  any  d isc r im ina t ion?

No,  there  was no  d isc r im ina t ion  in  my un i t .  In  the  A i r  Corps ,  I  had

some Anglo budd' ies,  we used to go to town and have a good t ime together.

One t ime,  a  so ld ie r  f rom my ou t f i t  wen t  AWOL in  Ca l j fo rn ia .  He  was  l i v ing

in San Antonio and we got the word f rom the pol ice that  they had p' icked

h im up .  The  mi l i t a ry  po l i ce  had  ca l led  the  loca l  po l i ce  to  check  on  h jm

to see i f  he was home. They sent two of  us,  an Anglo and mysel f .  We de-

cided to go in his car.  I . Ie drove by here and we stayed at  my house for

a ,day ,  ea t ' ing  good chow.  We kept  on  go ing  and we went  down to  Eas t  Texas ,

a  l i t t le  beyond Mar fa .  There  was a  lo t  o f  d isc r im ina t ion  aga ins t  Mex ' i cans .

You could not go into a restaurant.  I f  you wanted to eat,  they would feed

M:
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you a t  the  back  door .  We d id  no t  know tha t ,  l r r ]we wa lked in  th is

restaurant and ordered the meal .  The guy says, " l , i le l l  o I  can give you his

order,  but  for  you, go out to the back door and you get yours in back."
f r r t
I  sa idJ ,  "What?"  LH.  sa i$ ,  "We don ' t  se rve  Mex icans  here . "  My  buddy

be ' ing  an  Ang lo  sa id ,  "L is ten ,  he  is  as  much Amer ican as  you are .  He may

not  be  an  Ang lo  bu t  he  is  an  Amer ican.  He is  in  the  U.S.  Army.  I f  you

don ' t  feed  bo th  o f  us ,  we  a re  go ing  to  shoo t  up  th is  p lace . "  He  pu l led

ou t  h is  .45  and  se t  i t  on  the  tab le  and  I  pu l led  ou t  m jne  and  se t  i t  on

the  tab le .  I  cocked mine,  and he  cocked h is .  The guy  sa id ,  "R ' igh t  away,

r igh t  away. "  He fed  us .  And they  sent  the  po l i ce  a f te r  us ,  bu t  they

cou ldn ' t  p rove  any th ing  because on ly  the  guy  was there  a t  the  res taurant .

I t  was  jus t  a  g reasy  spoon ou t f j t .  They  checked our  car  bu t  there  was

noth ing  s to len .  They  ca l led  our  ou t f i t  and  they  to ld  them tha t  we were  on

a miss ion .  There  was no  in tegra t ion  as  fa r  as  the  co lo red  and wh i te

so ld ie rs  un t i l  
. |949 .  

They  s ta r ted  to  pu t  a  few co lo red  so ld ie rs  jn  wh i te

out f i t s  and they  were  k ind  o f  a f ra id .  They  were  a lways  look ing  beh ind

the j r  shou lders  to  see ' i f  anybody was fo l low ing  to  k ick  them or  someth ing .

! ,Je welcomed them in our outf i t  and told them to relax,  [ r t . t ]  we were

one  and  the  same in  the  m i l i t a ry .

How about  when you were  a  teenager ,  when you ' l i ved  here  in  E l  Paso?

I  can ' t  say  I  exper ienced any  d isc r jm jna t ion  because I  went  everywhere ;

mov ies ,  res taurants ;  everywhere .  Nobody d isc r im jna ted  aga ins t  me here

in  E l  Paso ,  tha t  I  can  th ink  o f ,  on ly  down in  Eas t  Texas .

What does the word Chicano mean to you?

That  i s  a  good ques t ion .  I  have been t ry ing  to  f ind  the  mean ing  or  why

some people cal l  themselves Chicano. I  don' t  know. What I  learned ' in
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anthropology was that Chicano was a word brought over by the Ind' ians jn

M6x ico .  They  used to  ca l l  the  Mex ' i cans  Mech ' i canos ' ins tead o f  Me j ' i canos

and Ch icano ( i t  sa id  in  tha t  par t i cu la r  book  tha t  we were  read ing  fo r

anthropology, The Me<ican Aner ican) comes from that.  I f  you ask me i f

I  am a  Ch icano,  f rank ly  i ' 11  say  no- - I  am an Amer ican.  I  m igh t  be  o f  par t

Mex ican descent ,  my mother  i s  S ic i l ian  and my fa ther  i s  Span ish .  The i r

g randfa thers  came across  the  border .  I  guess  because Pancho V i l la  was

af te r  them;  tha t ' s  how they  were  born  here .  What  i s  Ch icano? I  s t i l l

don ' t  know.

M:  Would  you fee l  o f fended i f  someone ca l led  you Ch icano?

S: Somewhat.

M: Why?

S:  Because  I 'm  no t  a  Ch icano .  i  don ' t  th ink  I  wou ld  fee l  o f fended ,  bu t  I 'm

not  one tha t  wou ld  say ,  " l 'm a  Ch ' i cano.  V ivg  los  Ch ican-qs"  and a l l  tha t

s tu f f .  I f  someone wou ld  say ,  "There  goes  a  Ch icano, "  a l l  r igh t .  Bu t  i f

an  Ang lo  sa id  tha t ,  I  wou ld  tu rn  a round  and  say ,  " I 'm  no t  a  Ch icano ,  I 'm

jus t  as  much an  Amer ican as  you are .  I ' ve  pu t  over  26  years  ' in  the  U.S.

Army, and j f  that  doesn' t  make me an American, I  was born here and my

parents  were  born  here . "  Somet jmes I  ge t  in to  a rguments  on  account  o f  tha t .

I 'm k ind  o f  ho t  headed;  I 'd  ra ther  wa lk  away than s ta r t  a  f igh t ,  now,  be-

cause i f  the  guy  is  b igger  than me I  can ' t  run  too  fas t .

How do you spend your days?

Study ing  and do ing  odd th ings  around

to  pu t  up  a  coup le  o f  l amps ,  b lock  a

t he  house .  L i ke  today ,  I  was  supposed

w indow and  pu t  m imor  t i l es  where

l 5

the window was. Then we went to Judrez and bought some swag lamps; [ rV

wi f eJ wants them up. Women ,

i t  s tudy ing  or  read ing ,  Lor l

I  don ' t  knowl  But  most  o f  the  t ime I  spend

work ing  on  te rm papers .
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l'1 :

S :

What are your plans for the future?

When I  g radua te ,  God w i l l i ng ,  I  hope  to  ge t  a  iob  w i th  We l fa re ,  he lp ing

people- h, lhen I  started col lege, I  had planned to become an R.N. and then

go to  schoo l  to  become a  Phys ic ian 's  Ass is tan t  s jnce  I  thought  I  was  too

old to become a docotr .  But a doctor at  Beaumont to ld me [ t f ,ut ]  I  was not

too old to become an M.D. At col lege f t f rougfr ] ;  they had their  standards

set  up  too  h igh- - I  am an average s tudent .  When I  pu t  in  my app l ica t ' ion ,

they  pu t  i t  a t  the  bo t tom because they  were  ge t t ing  a1 l  the  A 's  on  the  top- -

abou t  18  app l ' i can ts  ou t  o f  45  made i t .  S ince  I  had  a  l i t t l e  t ra in ing  in

the  mi l i ta ry ,  be ing  a  team ch ie f  in  the  Spec ia l  Forces ,  I  had to  know a  lo t

about the medics.  I  had to know what the medic in my team was doing,

and ' i f  i t  was  r igh t .  I f  ever  he  wou ld  ge t  knocked  o f f ,  I  wou ld  do  h is

work .  I  can  do  minor  surgery ,  bu t  tha t ' s  about  j t .  In  fac t ,  when I  worked

' in 
t t f , . ]  hospi ta l  ,  the doctor knew about the t ra in ing I  had had, Lto]  he

a lways  made me do  the  R.N. ' s  work .  I  was  no t  an  R.N. ,  I  was  jus t  an

order ly.  I  worked there for  three months,  and decjded I  wanted to be a

Phys jc ian 's  Ass js tan t ;  tha t  was  when I  s ta r ted  co l lege .

S ince  I  cou ldn ' t  make  i t  the  f i r s t  year ,  they  sen t  me a  le t te r

f taying],  "Your name was not picked. "  I  went to see the djrector of  the

Nursing Department and asked him why my name wasn' t  p icked. He came out

and sa id ,  "Because you are  an  average s tudent .  We are  p ick ing  h igher

g rade  s tuden ts  fo r  th i s  t ype  o f  t ra in ' i ng . "  I  sa id ,  "Yea ,  bu t  look  a t  i t

t h i s  way ,  you  a re  ge t t ing  s tuden ts  tha t  th ink  be ing  a  nurse ,  an  R.N. ,  i s

a  g lo r i f ied  career .  They  don ' t  th ink  o f  the  work ;  they  are  no t  ded ica ted .

I  know what  j t  i s .  A  lo t  o f  Fn . * ]  you  show them a  l j t t le  b lood and they

pass  ou t ,  they  fa in t .  I  can  open you up ,  pu l l  a l l  your  gu ts  ou t ,  pu t  them

back  in ,  sew you up ,  and you keep on  wa lk ing  tha t  a f te rnoon. "  I  sa id ,
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" I  know how to  do  i t ! "  He  sa id ,  "Yea ,  bu t  s t i l l ,  schoo l  s tandards . "

I  go t  mad and to ld  h im what  he  cou ld  do  w i th  the  Nurs ing  Program.  I

wanted  to  go  in to  a  f je ld  [w f re re ]  I  cou ld  s tudy  the  peop le  and s t i l l  he lp

them,  so  I  chose Soc io logy  ins tead o f  Psych ia t ry .  In  Soc io logy  I  can  work

wi th  g roups  o f  peop le  and learn  a  lo t  about  how groups  work ,  why  they

jn f luence each o ther  w i th in  the  group,  and how one group in f luences

another .  Wj th  a  psycho logy  degree,  you  have to  keep on  go ing  in  o rder  t0 . . .

Wel l ,  ac tua l l y  in  soc io logy ,  the  more  you s tudy  the  more  you 1earn .

Bu t ,  w i th  a  B .A .  I  th ink  you  can  go  ou t  in  the  f i e ld  and  s ta r t  work ing ,

then later on [Vou can] go to graduate school .  These are my plans as

far  as  my educat jon  is  concerned.

Thank you very  much,  Mr .  S6nchez.

You are wel  come; anyt ime, dhy p ' lace.
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