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(Th i  s
Texas

is  an
a t  E l

interview by Emma Cano at  the Universi ty of
Paso L ib rary  on  November  . |5 ,  

1976. )

tihen and where were you born?

I  was  born  in  E l  Paso ,  Texas ,  on  0c tober  4 ,1927 .

What  i s  your  e thn ic  background?

I  don ' t  know,  Emma.  Tha t ' s  a  te r r ib le  ques t ion ,  rea11y .  My  e thn ic  back-

g round  i s  mos t l y  Po l i sh ,  mos t l y  Ang lo ,  and  l l ex ican .

Can you te11 me someth ing  about  your  paren ts?

Yeah.  My fa ther  was a  doc tor ,  an  M.D. ,  and my mother  was a  reg is te red

nurse. They were both born about the year 1888. t t ly  father was an El  Paso

boy and my mother was from Western Tennesseeo r ight  there in the 0zark

l {ounta jns ,  I  suppose.  l ' ve  never  been to  Tennessee.  She was Ang lo .  My

fa ther  was more  Mex ' i can .  A11 the  l t lex ' i can  b lood came out  in  h im,  i f  tha t ' s

what  you 'd  ca l l  i t .  My fa ther  had an  o f f i ce  down a t  37 . l0  A lameda St .  nex t

to  Cec i l jo  Ar redondo 's  San Pedro  Pharmacy No.  l .  There  were  severa l  San

Pedro  Pharmac jes .  He  se t  up  d i f fe ren t  peop le  in  bus iness ,  l i ke  h js  b ro ther ,

Tommy. I  th ink Leonard Buchoswsk' i  had a San Pedro Pharmacy. Later on

he  se t  up  h is  son ,  Cec i l i o  J r . ,  w j th  a  pharmacy ,  and  then  K iko  Hernandez

had a No. 3 San Pedro Pharmacy maybe about the 5200 block of  Alameda St.

next to Jef ferson H' igh School .  But anywaY, dl1 my father 's t ime was spent

as  a  typ ica l  genera l  p rac t i t ioner ,  except  he  d jd  surgery  back  in  the  o ld

days .  He had an  opera t ing  room in  the  back  o f  h is  o f f j ce  w i th  a  g rea t

b ig  au toc lave  fo r  s te r i l i z ing  h is  ins t ruments .  My dad had th is  o f f i ce  down

there  on  A lameda St .  and he  had one o f  the  la rges t  p rac t ices  in  E l  Paso,

w j th  so  many peop le .  God,  they  were  a l l  Mex ican peop le .  That ' s  the  on ly

p ' lace  he  ever  fe l t  a t  home,  I  th ink .  My mother  s tayed in  the  house dur ing

my years  o f  g rowingup.  She never  worked as  a  nurse  except  when my dad

wou ld  take  somebody 's  tons i l s  ou t  o r  someth ing ,  and then she wou ld  come
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ANONYMOUS

down and he lp  h im in  the  opera t ion .  They  used to  have me,  s ince  I  was

a  very  l i t t l e  ch i ld ,  ho ld ing  a  tube .  Jus t  to  keep  me qu ie t ,  they 'd

hand me a  tube there  in  the  opera t ing  room wh i le  they  were  a l l  d ressed

in  there  w i th  wh i te  masks ,  wh i te  rubber  g loves  and wh i te  gowns,  pu l l ing

out  p ieces  o f  tons i l s .  They  wou ld  g ' i ve  them the  anes the t ic  then.  I t

was al l  a nice background for growing up to be a doctor;  except I  never

became a doctor.

And how about your mother?

l^ le i l ,  my mother v ' /as a typical  housewife as far  as I  can see. I  don' t  know

how o ther  housewjves  were .  She wasn ' t  much o f  a  soc ie ty  lady .  She came

f rom a  la rge  fami ly .  She was one o f  twe lve  ch i ld ren .  There  were  s jx

boys  and s ix  g i r1s .  Dur ing  the  Depress ion  some o f  these were  ou t  o f

work ,  so  we a lways  had a  re la t i ve  o r  two o f  my mother 's  s tay ing  w ' i th  us .

We were  a lways  tak ing  care  o f  them,  j t  seemed l i ke  to  me,  fo r  one reason

or the other.  Compared to everybody e' lse my father was wel l  of f ,  but

my mother was very c lose to her s isters and to her brothers,  I  suppose.

We never  saw much o f  her  b ro thers ,  bu t  to  a l l  her  s is te rs  she was a lways

very  c1ose.  [S f r . ]  d idn ' t  seem to  fee l  the  need fo r  be ing  a  io iner ,  to

be long to  the  Women 's  C lub  or  any  o f  tha t  o ther  c rap  tha t  women be longed

to .

But  d id  she work  as  a  nurse  here  in  E l  Paso?

She was a  reg is te red  nurse .  She went  to  the  Old  Prov jdence Schoo l  o f

Nurs ing ,  and I  th ink  she graduated  f rom there  about  1912.  She f j rs t

came to  E l  Paso in  
. |908.  

That  schoo l  o f  nurs fng  was owned by  the  Schusters .

I  a lways remember her ta lk ing about 0ld Doctor Schuster and Mrs.  Schuster

and how s t r i c t  Mrs .  Schus ter  was  w ' i th  the  nurses .  But  i t  was  there  she
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ANON YMOUS

met  my fa ther .  He go t  ou t  o f  med ica l  schoo l  in  Ga lves ton  in  19 '12 .  Wel l ,

I  know they were marr ied jn about l9 l2 or 
. |9. |4.  

He spent a year in New

York  C i ty  as  an  in te rn ;  then he  came back  here ,  mar r ied  my mother ,  and

they went down to Dolores,  M6xico where he was a doctor for  a mining com-

pany. My mother was a nurse in those days for a mining company too. They

got  run  ou t  o f  there  dur ing  the  V j l la  Revo lu t ion .  My mother  to ld  us  a l l

these s to r ies  about  see ing  peop le  hang ing  f rom te lephone po1es,  and how

they had murdered a bunch of  Americans on a t ra in or something. 0f  course

tha t  was ' long  be fo re  I  was  born .  So  la te r  on ,  abou t  1916  o r  
. |9 . l7 ,  

my

dad went to the First  World l l lar  as a doctor on a medical  t ra ' in that

evacuated  peop le  f rom the  f ron t  l ines  in  France over  in  Europe.  I
r ,  1

suppose lhe wa$ about a year in France, as a doctor.  I  remember reading

some o ld  love  le t te rs  o f  my mother  to  my fa ther .  She was ta lk ing  about

the  b ig  f1u  ep idemic  they  had here  jn  . |9 . l8 ,  
and how everybody was s ick

and dy ing ;  bu t  apparent ly  she go t  th rough i t .  I  th jnk  she d id  have the

f lu.  She caught typhoid fever down jn M6x' ico and for some reason that

ru ined one o f  her  k jdneys ,  and so  she was never  too  s t rong.

Then he got back f rom the First  World War and they took of f  for  a

min ing  company down ' in  Sant iago de  Ch i le  o r  near  there .  They  were  down

there about a year.  I  th ink my mother came back f i rst .  They went wi th

my Aunt  Franc js  who was pr inc ipa l  o f  E f f ie  Edd ing ton 's  Schoo l  fo r  G i r l s .

That  was to  make the  l ' i t t le  heathen Mex ' i can  g i r l s  Method is ts  down there

on San Anton io  S t ree t .  I t  th ink  i t  was  a t  l215  San Anton io  S t ree t .  Now

' i t ' s  a  p ro jec t ,  a  home fo r  the  o ld  fo lks .  But  my Aunt  Franc is  Montague

was the f i rst  one to come out here.  She came out here about 
. |898 

and

s tar ted  the  Mex ican Day Schoo l .  Th js  was to  conver t  l i t t le  Mex ican ch i ld -

ren  to  the  t rue  re l ig ion ,  wh ich  is  Method ism,  accord ' ing  to  her .
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Then later on she became head of  th is Eff ie EOi l ingtoi ls SaloaT--foi  Gir ls.

So a l1  my mother 's  b ro thers  and s is te rs  came out  here  a t  one t ime or

ano ther  to  be  w i th  Aun t  F ranc is ,  who  wasn ' t  we l l  o f f .  She  d idn ' t  make

much money, but at  the school  for  g i r ' ls  they had al l  k inds of  extra rooms

where people could stay for  f ree.  Anyway, my mother was teaching school

there about 
. |920. 

My father got back f rom Chi le.  He opened up a pract ice

down on A lameda St .  I  th ink  jn  the  3700 b lock ,  f i r s t  where  he  l i ved ,

there near Banks Funeral  Home. Then he moved up on Pershing Drive where

I was born i n 1927 .

Is  tha t  where  you l i ved?

Wel l ,  I  l i ved  a t  3 l0 l  Persh ing  f rom the  t ' ime I  was  born  t i l l  1932.  In

1932 we moved up  to  26 lB  Lou isv j l le  S t ree t ,  wh ich  is  up  near  the  mounta ins ,

and rea l l y  tha t ' s  where  I  g rew up.  I  have many memor ies  though o f  tha t

f j r s t  house ,  310 l  Persh ing .  I t ' s  s t i l l  t he re .  Somet imes  I  go  d r i ve  by

there because I  remember how a big dog fr ightened me when I  was about two

years  o ld .  I  remember  when I  a lmost  d ied .  I  was  e igh teen months  o ld

when I  s ta r ted  hemorrhag ing  f rom d iver t i cu lums in  my jn tes t ' ine .  My dad

brought  in  O ld  Dr .  Rawl ings ,  who was a  ch i ld  spec ia l i s t .  I  can  remember

h im s t i ck ing  h js  hand  th rough  my c r ib  and  t i ck l ing  my  fee t .

How about any school experiences that you can remember?

I  can  remember  k indergar ten .  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  go  to  k indergar ten .  I

s ta r ted  o f f  in  Jun io r  Pr imary ,  wh ich  was the  second semester  o f  k inder -

garten, what you went to before you went to the f j rst  grade. I  can remem-

ber the teacher we had then. She seemed so pret ty.  She used to make us

s ing  " t ^ lhen i t ' s  Spr ing t ' ime in  the  Rock ies , "  and "She ' . |1  be  Comin '  'Round

the  Mounta ' in  When She Comes. "  That  was about  1932, '33 ,  when I  was  f i ve

or  s jx  years  o1d.  Then I  remember  Mrs .  Denny.  I  cou ld  read long be fore

C:
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I went to school because my mother had been a school teacher down there in

Ef f ie  Edd ing t * ' s .  She taught  us  to  read and wr i te  s ince  we were  very

l i t t le .  I  remember  once I  read s low jn  c lass  fo r  some reason,  and Mrs .

Denny,  who was our  teacher  in  the  f i rs t  g rade,  shook  me.  She grabbed me

by the shoulders and shook me and made me cry.  Then I  remember old Mrs.

Gr ibb le  who taught  us  in  the  second grade.  Rea1 ly  some o f  those teachers

seemed l i ke  monsters  to  us  when we were  such smal l  ch i ld ren ,  and now

I  rea l i ze  they  were  rea l l y  do ing  the  bes t  they  cou ld .  They  were  very

pat ien t  lad ies  and probab ly  no t  as  o ld  as  they  seemed to  us .  They  a l l

seemed to me l ike the w' i tch in Hanzel  and Gretel .  They were terr ib le

o ld  lad ies  tha t  used  to  teach  us .

I t l r .  Newman,  d id  you ever  ta l  k  Span ish  in  c lass?

No,  Span jsh  was  s t r i c t l y  p roh ib i ted  in  schoo l .  I  cou ldn ' t  speak  Span ish .

I  d idn ' t  l ea rn  Span ish  t j l l  I  was  21  years  o1d ,  bu t  you  cou ldn ' t  ta l k

Span ish  in  schoo l .  I f  you  spoke  Span ish ,  tha t  was  aga ins t  the  law;  I

mean prohibi ted.  I  remember in high school  they used to come around and

wr i te  up  a  repor t  tha t  you  were  speak ing  Span ish ,  wh ich  a lwa.ys  seemed

r id icu lous  to  me.

How about  a t  home wi th  your  fa ther ,  s jnce  he  was b i l ingua l?

No.  Both  my parents  wene b i l ingua l .  Bo th  o f  them spoke Span ish ,  bu t

they  never  spoke i t  to  us  ch i ld ren .  They  jus t  spoke Eng l ish  to  us .  My

fa ther  spoke per fec t  Span jsh .  H is  mother ,  Jesus i ta ,  be t te r  known as  Jess ' ie ,

was Mex ican.  He grew up on  Four th  and St .  Vra in  S t ree t  and he  l j ved  a l l

h j s  l i f e  f tne reJ .  Even  now our  ma id  Na ta l ia ,  who  i s  l i ke  a  mother  to

me,  te l l s  me my fa ther  spoke be t te r  Span ish  than i  do  now,  wh ich  is  no t

surpr is ing  because he  grew up speak ing  i t .  My mother ,  o f  course ,  learned

i t  a f te r  she  came to  E l  Paso and was in  Mex jco  and Ch i le ,  bu t  she  knew

how to  speak  Span ish .  She a lways  answered the  ma ' id  in  Engf ish ,  bu t  the

maid  a lways  ta lked  to  her  in  Span ish .  The on ly  t ' ime I 'd  hear  my mother
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speak Span ish  is  when one o f  my fa ther 's  pa t ien ts  wou ld  ca l l  on  the  te le -

phone  and  then  she 'd  have  to  ta l k  Span ish .  Even  the  ma id  Na ta l ia ,  I

asked  her  once  why  she  d idn ' t  teach  us  Span ish ,  and  she  sa id  she  on ly

had a second grade educat ion and she didn' t  want to teach us wrong. I

w ish  now we 'd  learned i t  wrong ins tead o f  learned i t  la te .  I  learned

Span ish  in  Mex ico  much la te r .  0h ,  you  know words  in  Span ish ,  you  know.

When I  was  g row ing  up ,  I  cou ld  s ing  a l l  those  songs  "La  Cucaracha , "

"A l16  en  e l  Rancho  Grande , "  and  th ings  l ' i ke  tha t  tha t  Na ta l ja  wou ld  s ing

to  us .

When you  were  go ing  to  schoo l ,  i n  your  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  the  o ther  k jds ,

do  you th ink  there  was any  d ' i v is jon  be tween the  Mex jcan Amer ican k ' ids

and the  Ang lo  k ids?

Wel l ,  rea11y ,  there  weren ' t  many ln lex ican k jds  in  schoo l  .  The on ly  l v lex ican

kids I  knew were the Arredondo kids or the k ids down there on Alameda,

down by my father 's of f jce.  They always treated me al l  r ight  and I

th ink  I  a lways  t rea ted  them a l1  r igh t .  I  mean,  what  the  he l1 ,  we were

kids.  l , le never thoughtof  anyth ' ing.  I  used to play where there was a

communi ty  o f  Mex jcan peop le  up  there  by  Guada lupe Church  on  A labama St .

There  was a  l i t t le  communi ty  o f  Mex ican peop le  there ,  and they  were  poor

in those years.  These were guys who came out and cut your grass or th ings

l ike that .  t l le used to play wi th them over atNewman Park or up on the

mounta in .  We were  a lways  p lay ing  on  the  mounta in .  I  never  thoughtany th ing

o f  i t .  I 'm  sure  they  never  though t  any th ing  o f  i t .  There  was  no  d iv i s ' i on .

Maybe they  were  jea lous  o f  me.  They  never  sa id  so .  i  was  jea lous  o f

them because some o f  them had bur ros  and I  d idn ' t .  [aughter ]  I  used to

tel l  my father,  "WhV don' t  you buy me a buruo?" He thought I  was crazy.

A good burro only cost  at  that  t ' ime $8.00, I  remember,  because one kid
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was a lways  want ing  to  se l l  me h js  bumo.  The McKee k ids ,  who l ' i ved

r igh t  nex t  to  us ,  had Shet land pon ies  and every th ing  a  human cou ld  w jsh

for ,  i t  seemed to  me.  O ld  man McKee,  he  had e igh t  ch ' i ld ren .  0n  the j r

l4th bir thday, he would always buy them a brand new car.  My father never

bought  me a  car .  He bought  me a  b jcyc le  once,  and then they  wou ldn ' t

le t  me r ide  i t  to  schoo l  because they  were  a f ra id  I 'd  ge t  k i l led .  I

used to  have to  sneak  o f f  on  my b ike  or  leave my b ike  down the  b lock  in

my fr iend's house so f t f ,at ]  the next morning when I  got  up my fami ly

wou ldn ' t  see  me r ide  StJ  to  schoo l .  I  had overpro tec t ive  parents  in

some ways.

By  what  you 've  to ld  me you were  happy a t  home,  r igh t?

We11n I  was happy at  t imes and f . t ]  t imes I  was unhappy. I  can remember

as  much unhapp ' iness  as  happ iness .  My dad bu i l t  a  house in  back  fo r  Nata l ' ia .

Nata ' l ia  had one daughter  and a  sobr ino  who l i ved  w i th  her ;  he  was jus t

l i ke  a  son .  I t  was  Roman and  Reg ina .  So  dad  had  th is  l i t t l e  rock

house bu i l t  in  the  back  yard .  I t  must  have cos t  a  p re t ty  penny  lbecause

i t  had]  ba throoms and c lose ts .  I t  was  a  very  n ice  p1ace.  And he  thought

fna ta t ia ]  wou ld  want  to  l i ve  there .  I  guess  he  bu i l t  j t  w i thout  ever

consu l t ing  her ,  because when the  ch ips  were  down and the  t ime came fo r

her  to  move  in ,  she  to ld  h im she  wasn ' t  go ing  to  move ' in  the re .  She

preferred her house down on Frutas Street,  and so dad never got a s lave.

Then  I  asked  i f  I  cou ld  move  jn  th i s  l i t t l e  house- - I  was  abou t  10  years

o ld - -and  he  sa id  su re .  I  wen t  ou t  the re  w i th  a l1  my  c lo thes .  I  l i ved

an independent  l i fe  f rom tha t  t ime on .  Rea l ly  I  jus t  came in  the  house

to  p lay  o r  ea t .  They  used to  say ,  "Wel l ,  i t ' s  bedt ime,  go  to  bed. "

I 'd  do  ou t  there  and l i s ten  to  the  rad io  un t i l  the  wee hours  o f  the

morn ing ,  spent  a l l  n igh t  read ing ,  and cou ldn ' t  ge t  up  ta t l  go  to  schoo l
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the  nex t  morn ing 'cause  I  had  read  t i l l  4 :00  a .m.  I t  was  k ind  o f  a  funny

th ing .  My bro ther  s tayed jn  the  house.  My s js te r  s tayed in  the  house.

We had a  grea t  b ig  house tha t  had about  n ine teen rooms in  a l l ,  bu t

Ch ihuahua i  I t  was  f^ l  sp l i t -1eve1 th ing  and the  basement  was fu l l  o f

bedrooms, playrooms, dens, the washroom and bathrooms and everything.

Upstairs there was bedrooms and al l  that .  But I  a lways preferred that

l j t t l e  rock  house  jn  the  back .  I t  gave  me lo ts  o f  l i be r ty ,  rea l1y .

When I  go t  to  be  about  14  and l5  and s ta r ted  runn ing  around w j th  f r iends ,

I  could say goodnight to the fami ' ly  af ter  supper and go to bed out there

and then wa i t  t i l l  the  who le  fami ly  was as leep and then ge t  up  and

get dressed again and go out on the town with my fr iends-- they never

even  missed  me.  I  don ' t  recommend tha t  fo r  d i sc ip l ined  l i v ing .

You sa id  there  weren ' t  too  many Mex ican f l k iOr  in  schoof l .

No. I  went to Crockett  School  and there were maybe f jve or s jx Mexican

k ids  ' in  schoo l  .  I  remember  Domingo P lacenc ja  and h js  s ' i s te r ,  and there

was another  boy  who had h js  a rm shot  o f f .  Wel l ,  i t  wasn ' t  sho t  o f f ,  I

th ink  he  had been p ' lay ing  w i th  a  Wor ld  War  I  cannon she l l  o r  someth ing

and the  th ing  exp loded and b lew o f f  h is  a rm.  He and h is  s is te r  went  to

schoo l . .There  was  Orv i l l e  Cook  who was  ha l f  Mex ican ,  bu t  he  was  muy

p. r ie to ,  muy pr je to .  He looked very  Mex ican.  He was k i l led  in  Wor ld  War

I I .  He io ined the  Mar ines  when he  was very ,  very  young.  H is  mother

s igned the  papers  and then he  went  over  there  and go t  k i l led  on  the  f i rs t

i s land they  invaded.  In  the  f i rs t  wave,  they  ius t  sho t  h im r igh t  down

and k i l l ed  h im.  H is  mother ' s  been  f i v ing  ever  s jnce  as  a  go ld  s ta r

mother ,  and she be longs  to  a l l  these ve terans 'o rgan iza t ions .  I t  a f fo rded

her a l i t t le ot  f t f re]  g lory she never would have had probably.  There

weren ' t  many Mex ican k ' ids  in  Crocket t  Schoo l .  There  were  more  in  A l ta
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V is ta  and  poss ib ' l y  a  few  more  i n  Hous ton  Schoo l .  0 f  cou rse ,  I  d idn ' t

go to  them so I  don ' t  know;  but  i t  seems to me [ t t ra tJ  most  of  the Mexican

k ids ,  a t  l eas t  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  a l l  wen t  t o  Aoy  o r  L inco ln  o r  one  o f  t hose

Sou th  E l  Paso  schoo ls .

As a teenager,  d id you ever go down to South El  Paso?

0h,  yeah.  I  was  down in  South  E l  Paso a l l  the  t ime w i th  my fa ther .

There were lots of  days, I  suppose most ly [ i ' i  the summert ime, that  I

used to  spend hang ing  around the  o f f i ce .  He 'd  take  me down there  and

he gave me h is  labora tory  as  an  o f f i ce .  I t  had a  ro l l  top  desk  and a l l

those med ica l  journa ls  s tacked on  top  o f  i t ,  and  i  used to  a lways  be

foo l ing  around w i th  h is  mic roscope.  He taught  me to  run  ur ine  ana lys is

fo r  d iabetes  and look  th rough the  mic roscope and ' ident i f y  cer ta in  mic robes

and bac ter ia  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .  I  a lways  fe l t  tha t  was  my o f f i ce .

I  remember once I  wanted to put up a s ign that sajd "KEEP OUT," but my

dad sa' id not to do i t  because i t  would make everybody want to come in.

He d ' idn ' t  want  peop le  jn  tha t  labora tory .  He used to  take  me on h is

home cal1s,  wh' ich he made many, many, many f t imes].  They would al l  be

in  South  or  Eas t  E l  Paso.  A t  tha t  t ime,  Eas t  E l  Paso was cons idered

from Alameda Street down to about where La Fonda Motel  is ,  which is

abou t  the  5500  b lock  o f  A lameda,  abou t  where  De l  Camino ' i s .  We l l ,  De l

Camino was the  c i ty  l im i ts ,and be tween there  and P iedras  St ree t ,  tha t

was East  E l  Paso.  A l l  the  res t  was  South  E l  Paso,  fo r  my fa ther 's  a rea

for  doc tor ing  peop le .  He had an  awfu l  lo t  o f  pa t ien ts .  I  remember  learn-

ing  a1 l  the  names o f  a l l  the  s t ree ts  by  jus t  go ing  w i th  h im to  a l l  these

ca l ls .  We 'd  go  down on ABC a l ley  and p laces  l i ke  tha t ,  down to  F i f th

and Tays. There was that Newark Materni ty Cl jn ic down there and he used

to  de l i ver  bab ies .  0 f  course  I  was  never  a l lowed in  where  they 'd  de l i ver
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bab ies .  I  had a  genera l  idea  o f  what  was go ing  on .  Not  rea l1y ,  because

I  d idn ' t  f i nd  ou t  how bab jes  a re  born  un t i l  I  was  
. |4 .

D id  you ever  fee l  in fe r io r  to  the  Ang lo  k ids  when you were  in  schoo l?

No,  because I  fe l t  tha t  I  was  an  Ang ' lo  k id  ( fo r  a l l  I  knew) ,  because I

don ' t  th ink  I  ever  d is t ingu ished .  I  never  have  fe l t  rea l l y  a  par t  o f

any  group.  I  a lways  fe ' l t  l j ke  an  ou ts ider  in  any  group,  whether  i t  was

Ang lo  o r  Mex ican.  I  don ' t  know,  some peop le  a re  jus t  born  ou ts iders

and tha t  was  me.  But  Ang1o,  I  never  s topped to  th jnk  about  tha t ,  un t i l

once a  Mex ' i can  1ady ,  who I  hadn ' t  seen jn  a  long t ime,  came to  our

house.  I  k issed her  on  the  mouth .  My mother  sa id  to  me la te r ,  "Never

k iss  a  Mex jcan ,  son ,  no t  on  the  mouth .  You l "e  l i ab le  to  ge t  syph i l l i s . "

I  real ize now that my mother was very prejudiced. I  don' t  know why

she marr ied my father.  Maybe i t  was just  the general  feel ' ing at  the

t jme.  I  remember  th is  one book  we have here  in  Spec ia l  Co l lec t ions ,  I
F

can' t  remember l t f re t i t teJ ,  i t  was by some ex-governor of  Alaska who was

a lso  a  phys ic ' ian .  I  remember  read ing  i t ;  he  spent  a  long t ime in  Mex ico

and wro te  about  Mex ico .  He sa id  tha t  about  90  percent  o f  a l l  Mex icans

had  syph i l l i s .  And  I  th ink ,  we l l ,  tha t ' s  k ind  o f  an  un fa i r  s ta tement

to  make about  a  peop le .  He d idn ' t  tes t  a l l  those peop ' le  and I  don ' t

even th ink  he  cou ld  even ge t  such f igures  f rom a  po l1 .  But  I  can  see

tha t  a t  the  t jme poss ib ly  peop le  thought  tha t  way .  The A4g1os thought

that way.

My mother was a typ' ical  Anglo woman. She never ta lked about my

fa ther ' s  re la t i ves .  I t  wasn ' t  t i l l  l a te r  on  tha t  bo th  o f  them had  been

OeaA Ghat  I  met  thernJ .  I  had Aunt  Mamie ,  and Margar i ta ,  my cous in .

And Margar i ta  used to  a lways  be  say ing ,  "We1l ,  we ' re  par t  Mex jcan, "  and

i t  never  occur red  to  me e i ther  to  be l jeve  or  d isbe l ieve  her .  I  jus t  took
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i t -  Bu t  then la te r  on  she in t roduced me to  re la t i ves  up  in  Dof ra  Ana

County ;  these were  a l l  Ch icanos  and Ch ' i canas  as  you wou ld  ca l l  them

today:  Mrs .  Mar t inez ,  Mrs .  Provenc io ,  Miss  Gonzd lez .  Ch ihuahua j  I

go t  about  ten  mi l l jon  re la t j ves l  I  never  knew them.  My fa ther  wou ld

ta lk  about  T ia  Caro l ina  up  there  and my mother  wou ld  a lways  sor t  o f

f rown, but we never thought too much about i t  at  the t ime. My father

never  t r jed  to  h ide  what  he  was.  I 'm sure  he  was on ly  happy  in  the  Mex i -

can ambien te ,  l i ke  when he  was down in  h is  o f f i ce  w i th  Cec i l io  Ar redondo.

They used to always have such great fun together,  i t  seemed to me,

p lay ing  the  p inba l l  mach ine  there  in  the  d rugs to re ,  ta l k ing  and  jok ing

and al l  that .  But at  home, because home was dominated by my mother,

there  was Ang lo  In f lu .n . . ]  except  fo r  the  in f luence o f  Nata l ja .  Nata l ia

had t remendous in f luence on  me because,  even though she d ' idn ' t  ta lk

Span ish  to  me,  she ta lked  about  how her  fa ther  had been k i l led  dur ing

the  Revo lu t ion .  And she was f rom Tor re6n.  No,  v^ le  d idn ' t  th ink  about

those th ings .  I  th ink  i t  was  the  k ids  who were  su f fe r ing ,  who were  [ t t re

onesJ  be ing  d jsc r im ina ted  aga ins t .

D id  you ever  see any  d isc r im ina t ion  f j rs t  hand?

I f  you  had money. . .  We cer ta in ' l y  had more  money than a  lo t  o f  peop le .

I  remember  Leo Schuster ,  J r .  h i t t ing  me in  the  face  w i th  a  rake  over  a t

my house when I  was  about  f i ve  o r  s ix  years  o ld  and my nose s ta r ted  b leed-

jng .  He sa id  he  dr 'd  tha t  because we were  r i ch .  Leo Schuster  i s  the

Dj rec tor  o f  about  two d i f fe ren t  banks  today ,  and owns a  b ig  insurance

agency that his father lef t  h im. He has more money than I  ever thought

to  have,  bu t  he  h i t  me jn  the  nose because I  was  r i ch .  Yeah,  I  fe l t

d ' i sc r im ina ted  aga ins t ,  by  Leo Schuster  anyway,  bu t  we weren ' t  r i ch .  My

fa ther  had much less  money than o ther  doc tors ' in  the  ne ighborhood.  They
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al l  be longed to  the  Count ry  C lub  se t ,  l i ke  the  Varners ,  the  Cunn inghams,

the Greens, andthe Rheinhe' imers.  My dad was iust  the doctor of  the

poor  Mex ican peop le .

Did the other doctors ever f resent th is]?

Wel1 ,  I  don ' t  know.  My fa ther  was a  respec ted  med ica l  person.  They

ca l led  on  h im fo r  consu l ta t ions  and d iagnoses .  He had a  cer ta in  reputa-

t jon  bu i ' l t  up  as  a  g rea t  d iagnos t i c ian .  Cer ta in ly  he  was  ca l led  in  to

ass is t  in  opera t ions .  And he  was Pres jdent  o f  the  E l  Paso County  Med ica l

Assoc ia t ' i on  severa l  t imes .  Bu t  soc ia l l y ,  he  d idn ' t  m ix  w i th  the  o ther

doc tors ;  they  had the i r  own th ing  go ing .

I  meant  because he  hard ' l y  charged h is  pa t ien ts .

He hard ly  charged peop le ,  and tha t ' s  the  th ing .  A l l  these o ther  doc tors

were at  the Bassett  Tower or in the Robert i  ganner Bui ld inq.  At that

t ime,  they  d idn ' t  have th is  Med jca l  Center  bu i l t  up  here  in  Ar izona St ree t .

So the r ich doctors were al l  in the Bassett  Tower or Roberts Banner

Bu i ld jng  o r  the  o ld  F i rs t  Na t jona l  Bank  Bu i ld ing .  They  had  good  th ings

going, and I  know they were making money even jn those days. But my

dad never  charged very  much.  He 'd  charge f i f t y  cen ts  fo r  an  o f f i ce

v is i t  and a  do l la r  fon  a  house ca l ' | ,  and  he  hard ly  ever  go t  tha t .  He

never  co l lec ted .  He must  have co l lec ted  some,  because he  bought  a  house

tha t  cos t  $ . |0 ,000;  tha t  was  in  1932.  In  
. l94 . | ,  

I  have a  l i t t te  card  tha t

shows how he upped h is  p r ices .  He ra ' i sed  the  pr ices  to  about  $ . | .00  fo r

an  o f f i ce  v i s i t  and  $2 .00  fo r  a  house  ca l1 ,  bu t  i t  was  dur ing  the  
. |940s

tha t  he  gave up  house ca l l s .  He was a  very  s ick  person,  my fa ther ;  he

d ied  o f  hear t  t roub le .  Dur ing  h is  las t  few years ,  he  had ac t ive  tubercu-

los is  wh jch  he  had had as  a  boy .  I t  was  ar res ted  and then j t  came on

aga in .  I  don ' t  know how he surv ived.  A t  leas t  he  d ' idn ' t  make house
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ca l l s  a f te r  9 :00  p .m.  He  was  a lways  ava ' i l ab le  fo r  pa t ien ts .  I t ' s  no t

l ike now where the doctor takes of f  and goes gol f ing on Wednesday af ter-

noon wh i ' le  your  w i fe  i s  l y ing  hemorrhag ing ,  f i ke  my w i fe  d id  once.  I

cou ldn ' t  reach a  doc tor  fo r  any th ' ing  because he  was ou t  on  the  go l f

course .  When I  f i na l l y  reached  h ' im he  sa id ,  "0h ,  i t ' s  no th ing . "  I

had to get another doctor yet  to get hold of  our doctor.  This was Dr.

V ic to r  B lanco  (so  nobody  w i l l  m isunders tand  wh ich  Doc to r  I 'm  ta lk ing

about )  and the  S.0 .8 .  wou ldn ' t  come to  take  care  o f  my w i fe .

You ment ioned the  word  "Ch jcano. "  Was tha t  the  f i rs t  t ime you had heard

i t?

I  d idn ' t  hear  tha t  word  t i l l  1957 .  I  don ' t  know,  I  never  l i ked  the  sound

o f  tha t  word ;  I  s t ' i l l  don ' t  l i ke  j t .  i  s t i l l  c r inge  when I  hear  tha t

word .  I  j us t  don ' t  l ' i ke  tha t  word .  I  can ' t  exp ' la in  why  I  don l t  l i ke

i t .  I t  j us t  sounds  to  me l i ke  a  s lang  word .  I  have  no th ing  aga ins t

s1ang.  I  wou ld  cer ta in ly  use  i t .  I  know i t  denotes  Mex ican peop le

who were  born  and ra ised in  E l  Paso,  bu t  to  me you ' re  e i ther  Mex ican

or  you ' re  Ang lo .  I f  they ' re  Mex ican ,  I  l j ke  them;  i f  they ' re  Ang1o ,  I

don ' t  l i ke  them.

Do you think there's any median between them?

Yeah,  tha t ' s  wha t  you ' re  t r y ing  to  say .  I  th ink  the re  i s ,  as  fa r  as

Span ish  goes ,  as  fa r  as  the  language  goes .  When I 'm  in  Judrez ,  I  under -

stand people much better and they understand me much better because I

learned Spanish ' in M6xico and ' in Spain.  When I  t ry to ta l  k to the Chicano

k ids  here  jn  co l lege ,  they  don ' t  know what  I ' rn  ta l k ing  abou t  ha l f  the

t ime.  I  jus t  had a  b ig  f igh t  th is  a f te rnoon w i th  one because I  used a

word  wh ich  is  used in  Spa in  as  a  very  common word .  I  used i t  and i t

tu rned ou t  i t  was  a  bad word  here  and the  g i r l  wou ldn ' t  speak  to  me fo r
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two hours .  I  won ' t  ment ion  what  the  word  was,  [nu t ] i t  s ta r ts  w i th  a  C

and ends  w i th  an  0 .

Do you th ink  tha t  the  mean ing  o f  i t  has  changed across  the  years?

I  th ink  so .  Back  in  ' 57  I  don ' t  reca l l  the re  was  much  o f  a  Ch icano

Movement.  I  heard i t  in th is context :  I  had been out to see sorne wornan

about  insurance.  I  was  ta lk jng  to  another  agent  who was a  Mex ican guy .

He asked me ' i f  the  lady  i  had been ta lk ing  [ to ]  was  Ch icana.  I  sa id ,

"What ' s  a  Ch jcana?"  And  he  sa id ,  "Mex icana . "  I  sa id ,  "Yeah  she  was  a

nl_ex' i_cana. "  But that  was the f  i rst  t jme I  ever heard that word used, and

i t  seems to  me. . . I  don ' t  know,  there  was a  pe jo ra t i ve  connota t ' ion  to  i t .

I t  was  a lmost  l i ke  a  pu t  down.  I  never  have l i ked  i t  to  th is  day .  I

know a  mi l l i on  Span ish  s lang  words  and  I  know a  mi l l i on  Span ish  bad  words ,

bu t  why  th is  word  s t ' i cks  in  my  mind . . .  I  don ' t  l i ke  i t .  I  don ' t  l i ke

to  hear  about  Ch icano fserv ice{  jn  the  l ib ra ry  o r  Ch icano Stud ies  over

here .  I  don ' t  know why,  Emman but  I  don ' t .  I  rea l ' i ze  there 's  a  d i f fe rence.

Peop le  o f  Mex jcan descent  who are  ra ised  on  th is  s ide  rea l l y  a re  con-

s idered  as  Amer icans  in  Mex ico  and ' in  the  U .S .  they ' re  ca l led  Mex icans .

So  they  fee l  l i ke  a l1  o f  us  do ,  I  suppose ,  peop le  w i thou t lden t i t y ,  and

they  want  ident i t y .  Bu t  I  w ish  they  cou ld  have chosen a  be t te r  word .

I t ' s  a  s tup id  p re jud ice  tha t  I  have  aga ins t  the  word ,  and  i t  has  no

reasonab l  e  bas is .

What do you think about the Chicano Movement?

Wel l ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  g rea t ,  rea11y .  I  j us t  w ish  they  wou ld  ca l l  j t  someth ing

e lse .  Mex ican peop le  have been s tepped on  too  long,  espec ia l l y  in  th is

town,  wh ich  r igh t fu l l y  be longs  to  them.  I  mean no t  on ly  h is to r ica l l y ,

bu t  by  the  very  fac t  tha t  so  many Mex ican peop le  l i ve  in  E l  Paso,  have

a lways  l j ved  jn  E l  Paso,  and probab ly  [ * i t t ]  a lways  l i ve  here  because o f
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i ts  p rox imi ty  to  Mex ico-  And ye t ,  they 've  a lways  go t ten  the  shor t  end

of  the  s t i ck  in  th is  town.  I t  wasn ' t  un t i l  Raymond Te l les  became Mayor

tha t  we ever  had a  Mex jcan Mayor  on  th is  s ide .  They  had no  vo ice in

po l i t i cs .  0 f  course ,  th i s  i s  par t l y  the i r  own fau l t ,  pa r t l y  due  to

the i r  d isassoc ia t ion  w i th  the  Ang lo  communi ty .  They  don ' t  fee l  par t  o f

i t ,  so  they  don ' t  go  vo te ;  they  don ' t  do  tha t .  Bu t  any  t ime peop le  o f

Mex ican descent  in  th is  town want  to  do  any th ing ,  a l l  they  have to  do  is

go  ou t  and vo te  i t  in .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  some o f  these rad ica l  rnove-

ments - -La  Raza Un ida  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .  I  th ink  these are  a  bunch o f

ups ta r t  po ] i t i c ians  who a re  no t  educa ted  jn  the  f i r s t  p lace .  I  don ' t

b lame them; I  th ink any t ime you oppress a peop' le you have to have a

react ion f rom them. And ( t t re]  peop' le in La Raza Unjda are certainly

reac t ing .  But  I  th ink ,  l i ke  a l l  ex t remis ts ,  they ' re  no t  showjng good

sense .  Bu t  i t ' s  a  necessary  par t  o f  wha t  I  suppG.  you  wou ld  ca l l

evo lu t ion .  I t ' s  beengo ing  on  s ince  the  beg inn ing  o f  t ime .  Every  t ime

you  oppress  peop le ,  the re 's  a  coun te r  fee l ing ;  they  reac t ,  l i ke  dur ing

the  French Revo lu t ion  (where  they  cu t  o f f  a l l  the  heads and then they

s ta r ted  o f f  a l l  over  aga in ) .  I t  rea l l y  accompl i shes  no th ing .  Maybe

i t  does ,  u l t ima te ly ;  j t  makes  the  oppressors  s i l en t .  I  mean,  i t  shu ts

them up.  What  do  I  know about  these th ings? Very  l i t t le .  Bu t  you  have

to  t rea t  peop le  w i th  respec t .

What  has  been your  invo lvement  in  communi ty  o rgan iza t ions?

I 'm th ink ing  o f  j o in ing  the  LULACs.  I  l i ke  the  LULACs.  They ' re  a  n ice

modera te  o rgan iza t ' ion .  They  th ink  l i ke  I  th jnk .  Th is  wou ld  p robab ly  upset

your  Dr .  Mar t inez  because I  th ink  he 's  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  ex t reme thar t r

LULACS; but of  what I 've seen of  the LULACs they sui t  me f ine.  R' ight  now

I  be long to  la rge ly  Ang lo-dominated  th ings .  I 'm a  D i rec tor  o f  the  E l  Paso

l5
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County  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty .  [ , . le l l ,  I 'm no t  a  D i rec tor ,  I 'm an  o f f i cer ;

I  have been a  D i rec tor  in  the  pas t .  I 'm ed ' i to r  o f  the i r  news le t te r .  Th is

year  I 'm  Sher j f f  o f  the  E l  Paso  Cor ra l  o f  Wes te rners ;  tha t ' s  l i ke  be ing

Pres ident .  But  bo th  o f  these have been dominated  by  rednecks .  I  don ' t

m ind  say ing  i t .  I  th fnk  they  need  peop le  l i ke  me.  To  them I 'm a  rad ica ln

or  a t  leas t  I  cou ld  be  a  rad ica l  i f  they  cou ld  see my t rue  thoughts .

Perhaps  I 'm a  hypocr i te .  But  I  need these organ iza t ions  fo r  work .

And they ' re  n ice  peop le ,  rea1 ly ,  i f  they  don ' t  ge t  o f f  on  the  sub jec t

o f  race  or  po l i t i cs ;  they ' re  no t  bad peop le .  They  a1 l  remind me o f  my

mother.

C:  Go ing  back  to  your  job ,  cou ld  you t race  how you 've  come up to  th is

par t i cu l  a r  iob?

N:  We1 '1 ,  I ' ve  had  a l l  t ypes  o f  i obs  in  the  pas t .  We l l ,  l e t ' s  go  ahead  and

be  hones t .  L i s ten ,  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  tape  me,  le t ' s  be  hones t ,  l e t ' s

te l l  i t  l i ke ' i t  i s .  I t  won ' t  he lp  my  career  fo r  peop l {  to  know th is .

I  t rust  Dr.  Mart fnez and Sarah John and everybody over there wi l l  respect

my wishes f tuouf l  th is tape, which is not very ' important anyway because

I 'm not  a  very  impor tan t  person;  so  they  won ' t  go  broadcas t ' ing  a l l  they

know to  the  en t i re  campus.  I  don ' t  have an  educat jon  in  the  ord inary

sense o f  the  word .  I  d ropped ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l .  We11,  as  fa r  as  tha t ,

I  know a  pro fessor  o f  po ' l i t i ca ' l  sc ience here  who d idn ' t  go  to  h igh  schoo l

e i ther ,  bu t  he  ended up  w i th  a  Ph.D.  I  never  have ended up  even w i th  a

B.A .  I  d idn ' t  go  to  h igh  schoo l  because  I  cou ldn ' t  do  A lgebra ;  tha t  was

at  the  beg ' inn ing  o f  Wor ld  l , la r  I I .  A11 my f r jends  ' in  schoo l  ,  i t  seemed,

jo ined the Navy or were draf ted or were taken of f  jnto the Marine Corps

or  the  A i r  Force .  My cous jn  jo ined the  A i r  Force  and became a  L ieu tenant .

And there  I  was ,  a  l i t t le  b j t  younger  than a l l  o f  them.  I  was  14  and I
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cou ldn ' t  do  any  o f  these th ings .  So my fa ther  sent  me to  a  h igh  schoo l

ou t  in  San D iego,  Ca l ' i fo rn ja ,  a  mi ' l  i ta ry  academy.  I  go t  so  fou led  up

in  tha t  p lace  a f te r  s ix  weeks  tha t  I  went  down the  f i re  escape one

n igh t  w j th  $ . | .20  in  my pocket ,  caught  a  f re igh t  t ra in  and went  up  to

Tracy ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and h i tchh iked to  0ak land.  I  never  rea l ' l y  went  much

back  to  schoo l .  I  fe l l  in  love  w i th  a  g i r l  when I  was  about  16  and t r ied

h igh  schoo l  aga ' in "  and i t  d idn ' t  work .  Ano ther  t ime  I  wen t  down to  E l

Paso Tech,  and I  was  rea ' l1y  very  bored w i th  i t  a l l  so  I  never  d jd  much

in  the  way  o f  h igh  schoo l .  I  worked  a t  a l l  k inds  o f  j obs"  I  worked

for  the  Nat iona l  B iscu i t  Company,  un load jng  box  car ts .  I  a te  so  many

f ig  newtons  they ' re  s t i l l  coming ou t  o f  my ears  and I  hope I  never  see

another one. I  worked for Nat ional  Automot ive Fjbers,  a factony out in

Oak land.  I  worked fo r  a  roo f ing  company pu t t ing  roo fs  on  ta l l  bu i ld ings .

I  can ' t  even count  the  number  o f  jobs  I ' ve  had.  I  worked 14  months  a t

the  Pos t  0 f f i ce  as  a  mai l  c le rk .  About  th ree  months  o f  tha t  was  as  a

mai l  car r ie r .  I ' ve  done every  k ind  o f  job  f rom mi lk ing  cows to  car ing

for  p igs .  I ' ve  worked very  hard  in  my 1 i fe .

They  f ina l l y  d ra f ted  me a t  the  end o f  Wor ld  War  I I .  I  never  go t

ou t  o f  F t .  B l j ss .  When I  l e f t  the  Army,  I  had  some G. l .  B ' i l l  o f  R jgh ts ,

so  I  took  a  bunch o f  tes ts - -G.E.D.  tes ts .  I  took  them and they  sa id  I  had

deve loped we1 ' l  enough to  go  to  co l lege.  So I  s ta r ted  go ' ing  to  co l lege

here  in  about  
. |947 

and I  fa i led  every th ing .  In  about  1949,  a f te r  hav ing

come back from New York and studying art  and fool ing around, I  went to

a Trap' is Monastery where I  spent three years.  They thought I  was going

bl ind so they k icked me out.  I  went to a Benedict ian Monastery where I

spent  a  year .  F rom there  I  went  to  the  Car tus ians ,  wh ich  are  the  s t r i c tes t

o f  a l l  o rders ;  they  l i ve  l i ke  hermi ts .  But  a l l  these orders  a re  contempla t ' i ve

17
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orders ,  so  you spend a  lo t  o f  t ime s tudy jng ;  I  learned qu i te  a  b i t  then.

I  spent  a  year in  M6x ico  and th ree  years ' in  Spa in ,  and in  a l l  tha t  t ime

I  learned a  few th ings .

So the way I  ended up here was, when I  got  back f rom Spain t t ]

t r i ed  se l l i ng ' insurance ,  work ing  in  a  supermarke t ,  and  work ing  fo r  Aus t in

Eng ineer ing  fo r  a  wh i le ,  wh ich  d id  shee t  meta l  work .  ( I ' ve  done  a  lo t

of  th ingsl)  I  ended up as manager of  that  company. I  had to f jnd a

t rade,  so  I  learned a  t rade.  I  learned locksmj th ' ing  f rom Manny Muf roz ,

who had been one of  my father 's pat ients.  He remembered how my father

had he lped h im dur ing  the  Depress ion ,  so  he  sa id  he  wou ld  teach me.  So

Manny and Tino MuRoz taught me locksmithing. They were two of  the best

locksmi ths  in  E l  Paso so  I  earned my l j v ing  fo r  e igh t  years  as  a  locksmj th .

Dur ing  tha t  per iod ,  about  
. |959,  

I  t r ied  to  come back  to  co l lege and major

in  eng ineer ing .  I  took  one A lgebra  course  and one Eng l ish  course  and

fai led them both.  h lh i le I  was in the key shop, i  started study' ing history.

I ' ve  a lways  l i ked  h is to ry - -Reg iona l  H is to ry  and Southwestern  H ' i s to ry .  I

s ta r ted  pub l jsh ing  papers  in  the  New Mex ico  H is to r ica l  Rev iew and jn  the

Password  o f  the  E l  Paso County  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty .  Pre t ty  soon one o f

the  lad ies  a t  the  E l  Paso Pub l ic  L jb rary  asked me to  go  down there  and

work as archiv ' is t ,  because by then they had hired Leon Metz up here as

Univers ' i t y  Arch iv is t .  So  the  Pub l ic  L ib rary ,  fee l ing  the  need fo r  com-

pet ion  or  someth ing ,  dec ided they  needed an  arch jv is t ,  so  they  h i red  me.

They knew they  cou ld  ge t  me cheap.  Work ing  as  a  locksmi th ,  i t ' s  hard

work;  you never get much t ime of f  and you never make much money. So I

went  down there ,  and I  las ted  about  s ix  months .  I 'd  never  worked in

any  p lace  l i ke  tha t .  So  I  qu i t  there ,  and went  jnmed ia te ly  back  to  the

key shop. Then in l ' larch of  1969, Baxter Polk brought me up here to be
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Ass is tan t  Arch iv is t .  Th is  goes  because I ' ve  known so  many peop le  in

E l  Paso in  one way or  another .  I  have an  o ld  fami ly  background.  Whether

o r  no t  I 'm  qua l i f i ed  fo r  the  job  j s  someth ing  e lse  aga in ,  bu t  I ' ve  taken

many H is to ry  courses  and many Eng l ish  courses  s ince  I ' ve  been here ,  a

few Ph i losophy  and  o ther  courses .  Even tua l l y  I ' 1 ' l  l ea rn  someth ing .  I ' l l

probab' ly never be Department Head because of  my lack of  formal educat ion.

The th ing  is ,  Jou  can learn  very  much on  your  own,  bu t  i t  counts  fo r

very  l i t t le  jn  the  eyes  o f  the  wor ld .  So don ' t  bo ther  to  learn  i t  on  your

own-- learn i t  the formal way, Emma. I  reconrmend i t .

I 'm  go ing  to  ment ion  a  few h is to r i ca l  even ts  and  I ' d  l i ke  fo r  you  to

te l l  me what  impact  they  had on  your ' l i fe .  The f i rs t  one is  the  Depress jon .

The Depress ion  had very  l i t t le  impact  on  my l i ' fe  o ther  than a t  th is  t ime

I  rea l ' i ze  how they  exp lo i ted  the  Mex icans  dur ing  tha t  per iod ,  poss ' ib1y

because the  Mex icans  were  second c lass  c i t i zens  ( the  ones  in  E l  Paso) .

I 'm ta lk ing  about  what  you wou ld  now ca l l  Ch icanos ,  o r  what  they  wou ld

ca l l  Ch icanos .  Most  o f  these peop le  were  cu t t ing  grass  or  work ing  in

the round-of fs down towards the rai l roads, or the women were working as

maids .  Th is  i s  apar t  f rom the  ru ra l  aspec t  where  they  were  a ' l ' l  ou t  p ick -

ing  co t ton .  I ' ve  p icked co t ton  too  and I  know what  back-break ing  work

tha t  i s ,  and I ' ve  chopped co t ton .  Now they ' re  pay ing  the  pr ice ,  the

Ang los  are ,  in  tha t  they ' re  a l ' l  compla in ing  because the  Mex icans  are

get t ing  a1 l  these programs l j ke  Work  Study ,  fo r  example .  They  ob jec t  to

that.  And they get food stamps and that 's good. And when you have groups

l i ke  La  Raza  Un ida  and  o thers  tha t  I  cons ider  ex t remis t  g roups ,  i t ' s  j us t

the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  co in  because whenever  you oppress  the  peop le ,  the

day  o f  reckon ing  w i l l  come a1ong.  Then the  Depress ion  d id  in f luence me
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in  tha t  respec t  as  I  l ook  back ,  bu t  on ly  as  h inds igh t .  Rea l l y  I  d idn ' t

know there  was  a  depress ' ion  go ing  on- -k ids  don ' t  th jnk  rea l l y ,  k ids  jus t

accepted  l i fe  the  way i t  was .  We a ' lways  had p len ty  o f  food on  the  tab le ,

plenty of  c lothes to wear,  and a warm p' lace to stay.  I t  just  seems to

f f ie,  I  remember many beggars at  that  t ime--people who would come around to

the  house ask ing  fo r  a  p iece  o f  cake or  a  p ' iece  o f  food,  o r  peop le  l i ke

Natal ia who worked for $7.00 a week for my father,  or  her brother,  Ram5n,

who cut our grass and my father used to pay him $0.25 an hour.  That

was $2.00 a day. They weren' t  real ly bad wages according to the standards

at  the  t ime,  bu t  you  can ' t  ca l l  them good wages e i ther .  Peop le  never

cou ld  l i ve  luxur ious ly .

What  about  Wor ld  War  I I?

Th is  in f luenced me grea t ' l y ,  because as  I  sa id ,  so  many o f  my f r iends

went  to  war  and I  was  too  young.  [ t ]  d idn ' t  ge t  in  t i l l  the  ta i l  end

and then never  where  the  f igh t ' ing  was.  I  never  go t  ou t  o f  F t .  B l i ss  o r

t , l i l l i am Beaumont .  I  was  in  the  Med ica l  Corps  there .  I t  was  k ind  o f

r id icu lous .  I t  had an  in f luence on  my educat ion  because I  wou ld  ra ther

have been o f f  becoming a  b ig  war  hero  than go ing  to  schoo l .  Schoo l

seemed r id icu lous  to  me a t  the  t ime.  Why cou ldn ' t  I  be  where  my f r iends

were? Then there was al l  th is propaganda going on at  the t ' ime. Every

mov ie  you wou ld  see,  a l l  these mov ies  you wou ld  see wou ld  be  about  wars

and th ings  l i ke  tha t .  I t  d ' id  in f luence me grea t ly - -p robab ly  messed up

my who le  l i f e .

I t  d idn ' t  j nvo lve  any  persona l  su f fe r ing ,  any  depr i va t ions?

Yeah,  there  was ra t ion ing  go ing  on .  We d idn ' t  ge t  as  much meat  o r  as

much  gaso l i ne .  I  d i dn ' t  d r i ve ,  so

a l l  t he  gaso l i ne  he  wan ted  because

d idn ' t  a f f ec t  me .  My  fa the r  go t

was  a  doc to r .  My  l no the r  d idn ' t
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ge t  as  much  gaso l i ne  fo r  he r  ca r ,  bu t

me  ' cause  I  a lways  wa lked  o r  t ook  the

and  fo r th  l i ke  k ids  a re  de l ' i ve red  now.

How about  the Chicano Movement?

21

t hen  t ha t  d i dn ' t  r ea l l y  a f f ec t

bus .  They  d i dn ' t  de l i ve r  me  back

C:

N: Wel l ,  0K,  the  Ch icano Movement ' i s  a  good th ing .  I  th ink  when the  LULACs

came in . . .  I  rea l l y  don ' t  remember  when they  were  organ ized,  bu t  i t

was  a  g rowing  organ iza t ion  when I  re tu rned f rom Spa in  in  
. |957.  

I  remember

somebody ask ing  me what  I  knew about  the  LULACs.  I  sa id ,  " I  never  had

heard of  them. "  They said they thought i t  was a Conrnunist  movement.

Any th ing  tha t  wou ld  l ibera te  peop le  o r  b r ing  up  the i r  s tandard  o f  l i v ing

or  o rgan ize  them together  tha t  was  ou ts ide  the  Ang lo  sphere  o f  in f luence

was consjdered a Communist  movement.  Thjs was Senator Joe McCarthy's

inf luence. 0f  course, he was dead by 1957. The Chicano Movement,  C6sar

Chdvez ,  and peop le  l i ke  tha t  have done wonder fu l  th ings  fo r  Mex icans .

0 f  course ,  he 's  b rought  up  the  ex t remis t .  Ex t remes are  never  any  good,

but Chicanos were treated extrerne' ly bad by the Ang' los al l  these years.

You know, you can' t  bel ieve how badly they were f t reateO].  You read

Frank  Doby 's  book ,  Tombsto le ,  and i t  ta l  ks  about  Cur ' l y  B i l l  .  Cur ly

B i l l  was  a  b ig  p ' i s to le ro  ou t  there  in  Ar izona and they  sa id ,  "Cur ly ,  how

many men have you k i l led?"  He sa ' id ,  "Do you want  me to  count  Mex icans?"

You see, that 's the way they thought,  even my mother thought that  way.

I  remember  when I  was  l i t t le ,  no t  about  Mex icans  bu t  about  Ind ians .  I

[ sa id  to  he { ,  "The re ' s  Bu f fa lo  B i l l , "  I  was  read ing  some comic  book

probab ly ,  "He k i l led  so  many Ind ians ,  and the  Ten Commandments  say ,  'Thou

sha l l  no t  k ' i l l .  " '  My  mother  answered  me,  " Ind ians  don ' t  coun t . "  And

so i t  seems to me a terr ib le f rame of  mind.

Bu t ' i f  t he re 's  any  rac is t  peop le . . .  And  I  don ' t  mean to  c r i t i c i ze

my mother because I  love my mother to th is day. I t ly  mother 's been dead
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since I  was  19  years  o1d,  bu t  I  love  her  and

was a good mother.  She had her shortcomings.

(and  th is ,  as  fa r  as  I 'm  concerned ,  inc ludes

??

respect her memory,  and she

But  the  Ang lo-Saxon race

Germans and al  I  these

Nor thern  fneop ' le l  , )  as  H i t le r  wou ld  have ca l ' led  them,  Ar jan  peop le ,

i s  fa lse  to  beg in  w i th ,  s ince  every  race  is  mixed up  w i th  every  o ther

race .  But  the  Teuton ' i c  way  o f  th ink ing  is  tha t  they ' re  a  super io r

race ,  the  Ang los  th ink  they  are  super io r ,  and the  Germans th ink  they  are

super io r .  The on ly  way they ' re  super io r  as  fa r  as  I  can  see,  i s  in  the

pervers ions .  H i t l e r  k i l l ed  s i x  m i l l i on  Jews .  What  cou ld  be  more  te r r jb le

than tha t?  Nobody has  every  reached such a  "super io r "  low po in t  in

h is to ry  as  H i t le r .  So  any  race  tha t  th jnks  they ' re  super io r ,  maybe by

even mak ing  tha t  k ind  o f  s ta tement ,  I 'm say ' ing  tha t  Mex ' i cans  are  super io r

to  Ang los .  They ' re  no t  super io r ,  bu t  ne i ther  a re  they  in fe r io r .  They ' re

cer ta in ly  more  pa t ien t ,  more  unders tand ing ,  and more  to le ran t .  Ang los  have

no  to le rance  o r  ve ry  l i t t l e  to le rance .  Look  a t  wha t ' s  happen ing  in

South  Af r i ca  today  (a11 those Dutch  peop le  and Engf ish  peop le  down there) ,

how they 've  oppressed the  b lack  in  Rhodes ia .  And look  what 's  a l ready

happened jn  the  Congo,  in  Kenya,  and in  Tangany ika .  The wh j te  race  js

be ing  made to  pay  fo r  the  oppress jon  o f  o ther  peop le .  I  don ' t  know

if  spaniards were any better.  spaniards are a pret ty proud peop' le.  They

came over  to  Mex ico  and exp lo i ted  the  peop le .  They  pu t  Ind ians  to  work

as  s laves  in  the  m ines ,  bu t  they  d idn ' t  w ipe  them ou t .  The  Ind ian  popu la -

t ion  a t  one  t ime ' in  M6x ico  was  reduced  to  abou t  two  mj l l i on , [Uu t ]s ince

then  i t ' s  g rown.  A t  leas t  the  Span ia rds  mar r ied  the  Ind ians ,  had  ch i ld -

ren by them, and created a whole new country of  people;  whereas the

Ang ' los  came over  here ,  took  the  Ind ians ,  and k i l led  them.  I  have Co l .

Bay lo r ' s  le t te r  i n  the re  say ing ,  "Le t ' s  b r ing  in  a l l  the  Ind ians  undercover
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of  a  t rea ty  o f  peace,  and then wer I I  k i l l  them.  We ' l I  s laughter  thenr - -

man,  woman,  and ch i ld . "  I  have tha t  wr i t ten  down.  So tha t ,s  no t  a

very  "gen t le "  way  o f  dea l ing  w i th  a  peop le .  I t  te l l s  me a  few th ings ,

anyway.

Were your feel ings toward both groups ref lected in your dat ing patterns?

My dat ing  pa t te rns?  I  d idn ' t  da te  very  much l j ke  o rd inary  guys  da te ,

Emman because  I  wasn ' t  i n  h igh  schoo l .  I  wasn ' t  go ing  to  jun io r  p roms,

I  wasn ' t  go ing  to  sen io r  p roms,  I  wasn, t  go ing  to  [ tn {  h igh  schoo l

dances  tha t  they  used to  ho ld  in  a l l  the  gymnas iums.  0nce I  went  to

one o f  those,  maybe tw ice .  Most ly  I  was  runn ing  around w i th  g i r ]s

who worked. I  had several  g i r l f r iends. I  guess you wourd cai l  [ i t ]

go ing  s teady ,  except  they  d idn ' t  ca l l  i t  tha t  a t  the  t jme.  As  fa r  as

I  remembern  they  were  a l l  Ang lo  g i r ]s .  I  fe l l  in  love  w ' i th  Dr .  Rodar te 's

daughter ;  i  don ' t  even remember  her  name.  I t  was  in  h igh  schoo l ,

dur ing  tha t  b r ie f  per iod  tha t  I  was  go ing  to  h igh  schoo l .  A t  the  same

t ime,  I  was  runn ing  around w i th  a  bunch o f  h igh  schoo l  d ropouts  and

th ings  l i ke  tha t .  A t  f i r s t  we  h i t  j t  o f f .  I  never  ac tua l l y  took  her

out ,  bu t  we used to  hang around together  in  the  ha l l .  One day  she sa id

she d idn ' t  want  to  have any th ing  more  Eo Oo]  w i th  me 'cause I  ran

around w j th  the  wrong k ind  o f  peop le ,  and she d ' idn ' t  cons ider  me a  n ice

boy .  That  was k ind  o f  a  funny  d isc r im ina t ion .  But  most ly  they  were

Ang lo  g i r l s  tha t  I  went  w i th  then.  I  wou ld  s t i ck  w i th  one fo r  a  who le

year ,  and then I  wou ld  go  about  a  year  w i th  no  g i r l f r iend ,  then I  wou ld

f ind  another  one and go  w i th  her  fo r  about  a  year .  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  go

to  dances  much.  Most ly  we 'd  go  to  the  mov ies  together  o r  s i t  in  the

park  and neck ,  wh jch  was popu lar  a t  the  t ime.

You never wanted to date any l t lexican gir ls?
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l^ le1' l  ,  yeah, but the Mexican gir ls that  I  knew were not the kf  nd of  Mexican

g i r l s  you  wou ld  mamy in  any  case.  These were  the  g i r l s  we met  in  the

Ca l le  Mar isca l  i n  Ju6rez  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  i ' ve  a lways  been  a t t rac ted

more  to  Mex ican g i r l s  than I  have to  Ang lo  g ' i r1s .  Ang lo  g i r l s  a re

funny things anyway. To me they seem more mascul ine.  There's somethjng--

they  
' lack  

a  femin ' ine  quaf  i t y .  when I  found myse l f  in  spa in ,  I  ended up

marry ing  a  g i r l  in  Spa in .  I ' ve  been mar r ied  22  years  to  her ,  by  the

sk in  o f  my  tee th  and  her  tee th .  La t in  g i r ' l s - - I  th jnk  i t ' s  because  they ' re

ca tho l i c  g i11s ,  and  ca tho l i c  g i r l s  a re  a lways  more  femin ine ,  even  i f

they ' re  ca l l .e je ras - - they ' re  more  femjn ine  than  Ang lo  g i11s .

What ' s  your  op in ion  abou t  i1  1  ega l  a l  i ens?

I ' ve  go t  b ig  op in ions  about  tha t ,  bu t  I 'm a f ra id  they  conform wi th  very

few o ther  peop le .  I  use  an  i l l ega l  a l ien  in  my own home.  We have a

maid;  we pay her about $8.00 to come here on Saturdays. She works f rom

l l :00  to  4 :00  wh ich  i s  more  o r  less  $2 .00  an  hour .  Anyway ,  she  sa id

tha t ' s  how much she wanted .  Every  Saturday  when i t  doesn ' t  snow,  she

comes to  our  house and c leans  fo r  us .  She 's  worked fo r  us  on  two or

three occasions; I  mean, she worked for a per iod of  years and then she

qu i t .  Gt ' t . ]  went  in to  bus ' iness  fo r  herse l f  se l l  ing  used c lo thes ,  then

she came back  to  us .  She 's  l i ked  work ing  fo r  us .  She does  what  she

wants around the house more or less.  She knows what to do. I  th ink

i t ' s  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  them to  earn  a  l i t t le  money.  0n  the  o ther  hand,

we are  exp lo i t ing  them by  no t  g iv ing  them a l l  the  pr iv i leges  tha t  the
, - -

1aw requ i res  lU f  say ing  tha t  you  have  to  pay  Soc ia l  Secu r i t y ,  I ncome Tax ,

and  a l l  t h j r  r .O  t ape  s tu f f ,  r i gh t s  t o  wh i ch  t hey ' r e  en t i t l ed .  I  don ' t

t h ink  the re  shou ld  be  any  bo rde r .  I n  f ac t ,  j f  t he re  has  to  be  a  bo rde r ,

I  t h ink  th ' i s  shou ld  be  a  f ree  zone- -E l  Paso  and  Ju6 rez ,  wh jch  i s  rea11y
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one c i ty .  Jus t  th is  morn ing  as  I  was  com' ing  across  the  C6rdova br idge,

I  saw Custorns grab some guy who was try ing to come in i l legal ly.  They

ar res ted  the  poor  fe l low.

Do you th jnk  there 's  any  t ru th  [n  what  ' i s  sa id ]  tha t  we are  compet ' ing

for jobs?

I  don ' t  th ink  the re  shou ld  be .  0ne ,  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  compet i t i on .

And I  be l ieve  peop le  shou ld  have the  r igh t  to  come and go  as  they  p lease.

When i 'm near  the  br idge,  I  th ink  o f  the  Ber l in  Wal l .  I  remember  what

a  b ig  sc ream came out  o f  the  Amer icans  when Khrushchev bu i l t  the  wa l l  ' i n

Ber l in to keep people f rom going out of  East Germany into West Germany.

There was a big scream from the Americans who said that  th is was a

temib le  th ing ,  and ye t  we bu  j ld  a  wa l l  so  peop le  won ' t  come ' in  here .

I  don ' t  th jnk  there  shou ld  be  any  compet i t ion .  I  th ink  th ings  wou ld  work

out  na tura l ' l y .  Th is  i s  perhaps  la issez- fa i re  type  a t t i tude ,  bu t  cer -

ta in ly  i f  a l l  the  Mex icans  come up here  and we were  a l lowed to  go  down

there  every th ing  wou ld  ba lance ou t .  Peop le  have a  na tura l  r igh t  to

immigra te  wherever  they  want .  We compla in  about  Russ ia  no t  le t t i rng  the

Jews ou t ;  ye t ,  we  don ' t  wan t  Mex icans  coming ' in  here .  I 'm  w ' i l 1 ing  to

compete  in  a  job  marke t  w j th  Mex jcans .  And  i f  the  U .S .  j s  as  r i ch  as

i t  i s  and w ' i th  a l l  the  f ree  money and arms and every th ing  i t  g ives  to

peop le  a l l  over  the  wor ld ,  cer ta in ly  we can absorb  these peop le  who come

to  us  f rom M6x ico .  l ^Je ' re  tak ing  a  burden o f f  o f  M6x ico ,  i t ' s  t rue .

The Pres ident  down there  and the  cor tes  and Par l iament  don ' t  have to

face  the  prob lem in  M6x ico  o f  mak ing  more  jobs ,  as  long as  they  have the

safety valve here at  the border where people can come across;  and yet,

as  fa r  as  I 'm concerned,  you cou ld  th row open the  ga tes  and le t  them come
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i n  as  they  want  and you wou ld  be  ab le  to  c ross  merchand ise  or  any th ing

you  want .  I  j us t  don ' t  be l ieve  in  Cus toms,  and  Immigra t ion  and  Natu ra l i za -

t ion .  I t  took  me th ree  years  to  b r ing  my w i fe  in to  th is  count ry ,  th ree

years .  I  was  an  Amer ican c i t i zen ,  and ye t  they  d jsc r im ina ted  aga ' ins t

my w i fe  because she was a  Span iard .  There  was a l l  th is  quota  sys tem,

and fo r  a l l  I  know,  th is  sys tem s t i l l  ex js ts  where  they  g ive  fvou ]  n re-

fe rence i f  you ' re  f rom Eng land or  Germany or  Swi tzer land or  one o f  the

Nor thern  count r ies .  They  don ' t  want  the  poor  I ta l ians  coming over ;  they

don ' t  want  the  Span iards  coming over ;  they  don ' t  want  Mex icans  coming over ;  and

they  abso lu te ly  exc luded the  Ch inese fo r  many years .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in

th is ,  Emma,  because grea t  migra t ions  o f  peop le  have taken p lace  s ' ince

the  beg inn ing  o f  t ime- - the  Huns,  the  Ce l ts ,  a l l  these d ' i f fe ren t  peop le

invad ing ,  go ing  in to  coun tn ies .  Th is  i s  wha t  m ixes  the  wor ld  a l l  up

and  makes  us  one  race  in  the  las t  ana lys is .  To  me,  th i s  i s  someth ing  I ' ve

argued with a f r iend of  mine who works on the border down there.  I

SdV, "How can you be party to th is? How can you stand there in that

un i fo rm and  say ,  'You  can ' t  come over?" '  He  th inks  he 's  do ing  the  r igh t

th ing .  So  a l l  r i gh t ;  bu t  nobody  can  conv ince  me tha t ' s  the  r igh t  th ing .

I  th ink  i t ' s  a  te r r ib le  th ing  tha t  we  te l l  the  Mex ican  peop le  [ f ' a f

they  don ' t  have  the  r igh t  to  c ross  the  r i ve r .  There 's  such  a  th ing  as

human r igh t ,  and human r igh ts  say  you can go  any  damn p lace  you want  in

th is  wor ld .  There  shou ld  no t  be  governments  t ry ing  to  exc lude you.

Thank you very  much fo r  the  in te rv iew.

You ' re  we lcome,  Emma.  I t ' s  been  n ice  ta l k ing  to  you .
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