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( In te rv iew  w i th  Eu log ia  Pe rez  by  M ike  Apodaca ,  November  13 ,  1976 . )

When were you born and where?

I  was  born  in  San E l izar io ,  Texas ,  November  23 ,  
. |896 .

What  d id  you fa ther  and mother  do  fo r  a  l i v ing?

My father used to work as a farmer and my mother as a housewife.  She didn' t

do  any th ing  e lse .

Do you remember  any th ing  f rom when you were  a  rea l  l j t t le  g i r l?

I  j us t  remember  I  used  to  p lay  l i ke  a  l i t t l e  g i r ' | .  Once  I  fe l l  f rom a  lad -

der  and cu t  my tongue,  and,  as  there  Were  no  doc tors ,  we had to  r jde  the

wagon w i th  horses  c lear  to  Y ls le ta  so  the  doc tor  cou ld  sew my tongue.  My

mother  though t  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  ta l k  ve ry  we1 l ,  bu t  s ince  then  I  can  ta lk

as  we l l  as  anybody e lse .  (Laughter )

When you s ta r ted  growing  up ,  where  d id  you s ta r t  go ing  to  schoo l - -your

f i rs t  g rade?

My f i r s t  g rade  I  wen t  to  was  San  E l i za r io - - to  the  o ld  Por ta les ,  tha t  s t i l l

ex is ts .  Tha t  o ld  bu j ' l d ing  i s  s t i l l  j n  San  E l i za r io .  When I  f i r s t  s ta r ted

I went there.  And later on when my mother and daddy could send me to another

schoo l ,  I  went  to  the  Sacred Hear t  Schoo l  in  town,  in  E l  Paso.

Was i t  where  i t  i s  now?

I t ' s  s t i l l  i n  the  same spot  where  i t  was  when I  was  a  young g i r l - -no t  very

I  i t t l e .

How did you get over there?

My brother used to take me in the buggy and a horse. And then we used to

r ide  the  s t ree tcar  ca l led  the  In te r -Urban.  And tha t ' s  the  way we used to

go to  E1 Paso.

T i l l  what  g rade d id  you go  to  Sacred Hear t?

i  went  t i l l  the  s jx th  g rade.  We used to  g raduate  in  the  seventh ,  bu t  my
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A:

P:
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mother  go t  s ick  and I  d idn ' t  want  to  go  to  schoo l  anymore .  So I  d idn ' t

g raduate ,  I  ius t  went  to  the  s ix th .

And you never went back to school?

No, because when my mother died, I  had to be the mother of  the house for

my brothers.  I  had to stay wi th them.

So you only went to / i ix thT grade. When you started gett ing o1der,  what

d id  you do? Jus t  keep house?

Just keep house. And f t_ l  stayed there unt i l  I  got  marr ied in 1922.

Who d' id you marry?

To Ys id ro  Perez  f rom San E l i za r io ,  too ,  i n  November  
. |2 ,1922 .

D id  you know Gue lo  ( I '11  ca l l  my grandfa ther  "Gue lo" )  s ince  you were

l i t t l e?

S jnce we were l ' i t t le.  l l le used to go to school  together but we never did

p' lay together,  because they never let  the gir ' ls  p lay wi th the boys or the

boys  p lay  w i th  the  g i r1s .  The teachers  were  very  s t r i c t .

When you mar r ied  Gue lo ,  what  d id  you do  on  Saturdays  and Sundays? D id

you go to the movies?

Sometimes we went to dances, somet imes we went to v is j t  f r iends. Somet ' imes

we used to go to town. But most ly every Saturday we used to go get our

grocer ies  and th ings  tha t  we needed.

Did you have any t imes when they djdn' t  want to serve you at  stores because

you were a Mexican?

No,  no .  I  never  have t roub le l  I  had my four  g i r l s ,  and when they  were  young

g i r l s  Inever  le f t  them a t  home or  w i th  anybody e1se,  i  ius t  took  them wi th

me;and nobody ever,  ever. . .  P.ues gge nad' ie nos h ' izo menos. Nobody degraded

A:
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us. They used to t reat  me the same way they treated al l  the people,  the

Americans and everybody. They never degraded me; never,  never l

When you go t  mar r ied  w i th  Gue lo ,  what  d id  he  do  fo r  a  l i v ing?

He used to farm, work in the farm.

And you were the housewife?

I was the housewife,  a lways, because there was nobody else to take care of

my k ids  and h ' im.  I  used to  do  a l l  the  housework .  I  even used to  chop wood,

mj lk  the  cow,  take  care  o f  the  ch ickens- - take  care  o f  every th ing  in  the  house,

every th ing  we had.  We used to  ra ise  most  o f  our  food.  L ike ,  we used to

ra ise  our  p ig  and k i l f  i t  so  we cou ld  have enough la rd  and meat .  Then / -we

had/  our  ch ickens  to  have e9gS,  and our  cow to  have enough mi lk  fo r  the

g i r l s  and us .  I  used to  do  a l l  the  work ,  and nobody used to  he lp  me,

but  God l

At  what  t jme d jd  Gue lo  ge t  up  in  the  morn ing  to  go  work?

He used to  ge t  up  a t  6 :00  because he  had to  s ta r t  a t  7 :00 ,  a lways .  And

I  used to  ge t  up  very  ear1y ,  pu t  h ' i s  lunch,  and then he  le f t .  Somet imes

he had to  go  wa lk jng  and somet imes the land lo rd  used to  come and p ick  h im

up.

What  t jme d id  you come a t  n igh t?

He used  to  come a t  5 :00 ,  6 :00 .

How d id  you and the  four  daughters  spend the  even ings?

I  used to  spend the  even ings  p lay ing  w i th  the  g i r l s  and,  when they  s ta r ted

go ing  to  schoo l ,  teach ing  them the i r  l essons ,  the i r  ABC's ,  and  then  more

and more .  The l j t t le  b j t  I  knew,  I  used to  teach them.

You used to

When we went

weigh the cot ton,  verdad?

A:

P:

A :
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P : w i t h  Judge  Co ldwe l l  i n  
. | 932 ,  

we  s ta r t ed  wo rk i ng ' i n  h i s  f a rm .
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Then  I  s ta r ted  we igh ' i ng  the  co t ton .  Tha t ' s  t he  f i r s t  t ime  in  my  l i f e  t ha t

I worked to earn my own money. And I used to save my money, and buy food

with my husband's / rnoney7, what he earned. I  saved my money for iust  me

and my g i r1s .  I  never  spent  any th ing  in  food nor  in  any th ' ing  e1se.

What was your iob everyday?

Wel l ,  I  s ta r ted  mak ing  the  beds ,  c lean ing  the  house,  and then I  s ta r ted

cook ing .  And  very ,  ve ry  ear l y ' i n  the  morn ' ing  I  pu t  h im h js  lunch  and  he

le f t ,  and I  s tayed w i th  my l i t t le  g i r l s  and fed  them break fas t .  When they

were  l i t t le ,  I  c leaned them as  bes t  I  cou ld ,  and then f  /wou lqT s ta r t

cookjng something for them to eat.  I  fed everybody'  every one of  them,

and I  ate myse]f .  And then I  took care of  the an' imals I  had.

But  when d id  you we igh  the  co t ton?

0h, that  was later when my youngest vras one year and the others were going

to  schoo l ;  /That ' s /  when I  s ta r ted  we igh ing  the  co t ton .  Ear ly  jn  the

morn ing  I  used to  ge t  up  and send them to  schoo l ,  PUt  my 1unch,  and go  to

the  we igh ing  sca le .  I  used to  s tay  there  a l l  day  w i th  the  l i t t le  g i r l  by

my s ide .

D id  she  ever  do  any th ing  tha t . . .

No ,  no .  she  never . . .  She  had  her  l j t t l e  d011 ,  the  l i t t l e  toys  in  a  box .

She used to take them there and play there by my sjde. I  used to take

my lunch in  a  b jg  bucket ,and a t  noon,  your  g randdaddy used to  make a  l i t t le

f i re  w i th  the  w i ld  wood tha t  he  cou ld  f ind  and warm our  food.  Then /we 'd l

s i t  down and ea t .  And then the  p ickers  wou ld  s ta r t  coming to  we igh  the

cot ton .  I  we ighed the  co t ton ,  and they  le f t .

Was there  any  p icker  tha t  you  s t i11  remember?

Yes,  I  remember  once an  o ld  man and h is  daughter  were  p ick ing  co t ton  and
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A:

he s ta r ted  cuss ing  the  g i r l  as  hard  as  he  cou ld  w i th  d i r ty  words .  I  s tood

up  and to ldh im (h is  name was  Jos i ) ,  "Mr .  Jos4  w i l l  you  s top  tha t  d i r t y

language r igh t  here  in  f ron t  o f  me? I  don ' t  want  to  know how ug ly  you can

ta lk .  Wi l l  you  p lease  s top  i t?  And  don ' t  t rea t  tha t  l i t t l e  g i r l  bad l  Be-

cause i f  you  t rea t  her  bad,  I  am go ing  to  pu t  you  in  good shape w i th  the

po1 ice . "  And  the  man s topped  j t .  He  changed ,  l i ke  a  new man.

And then another t ' ime there Were three boys, very mean boys. They

used to  say  very  d i r ty  language.  I  to ld  them,  "Wel l ,  boys ,  here  we want

workers ,  no t  d i r ty  speakers .  I f  you  want  to  work ,  1e t ' s  work  together ,  and

don ' t  use  your  bad language here  in  the  car .  When you want  to  ta lk  bad '

yougo to  the  f je ld  ' cause  I  don ' t  wan t  to  hear  you .  And  j f  anyone  don ' t

wan t  to  s top  j t ,  j us t ' l eave . "  And  then  one  o f  them answered  me back ,  " I ' l l

l eave  r igh t  now,  i f  you  pay  r igh t  now. "  And  I  to ld  h ' im ,  "No ,  s i r ,  I  canno t

pay  you  because  today  i sn ' t  payday . "  And  then  he  to ld  me,  "We l l ,  I 'm

1eav ing . "  And  I  sa jd ,  "Go ahead  and  leave . "  And  he  sa ' id ,  " I 'm  go ing  to

Send SomeOne fOr my money."  I  Said,  " I f  yOu Send sOmeone for you money'

I  won ' t  send j t .  You come yourse l f ,  fbecauss lT  I  won ' t  send any  money w i th

boys  l i ke  you .  Because  i f  you  don ' t  ge t  i t ,  I  have  to  pay  i t .  I f  you  don ' t

come, don' t  send anybody."  So later on he sent somebody for the money, but

I  made the receipt  wi th my book. I  had my book, and I  made the receipt  wi th

the name of the boy, /ThowingT that I  gave him the money. And I  to ld him,

"You s ign  here . "  And the  boy  s ' igned.  So the  o ther  boy  never  came back ,

' cause I  th ink  the  boy  gave h im the  money.  I  to ld  Judge Co ldwe l l  about

tha t ,  and he  to ld  me,  " I f  tha t  man comes to  p ick  up  h is  money '  i f  he  says

he  d idn ' t  rece ive  i t ,  you  ius t  l e t  me know and  I ' l l  come and  ge t  h im. "  And

he was a  judge.  What  do  you th ink  about  tha t?

So that man never came back?
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A :

Never  came back .  I  th ink  the  o ther  man gave h im h is  money.

You used to te l l  us stor ies about wi tch doctors and what they use when

you put the ventosas and al l  of  those. Do you remember some stor ies

about  peop le  d -e l  d iab lo ,  possessed by  the  dev j l?  D id  tha t  ever  happen

around here?

No, not wi th my fami ly.  No, because we never admit ted anybody /Tnto the

hous i l ,  l i ke  d runk  f r iends .  Somet imes your  g randdad used to  go  w i th  h ' i s

fp iends, but when he came back, he came back alone. He never brought

anyone home.  So I  never  had t roub le  w i th  tha t .  No,  no ,  t to .

D id  you ever  hear  any  s to r ies?

No.

Where were you when World hlar I  started?

I  was  jn  San E l  j zar io  s t ' i l l ,  I  was  no t  mar r ied .  ! -Tnu i l  was  ' in  . l9 . |7 ,

I  th ink ,  and I  was  there  w i th  my mother ,  ' cause my daddy had a l ready

d ' ied .  I  was  there  w i th  one bro ther  because the  o ther  one was in  Ca l i fo rn ia .

My brother that  was wjth us was cal led by the draf t .  And they were going

to  send h im to  San Pedro ,  Ca l i fo rn ' ia ,  and he  met  my o lder  b ro ther  in

town. So one went to the Army, and the other came home. He stayed

wi th  us  fo r  a  l i t t l e  wh i le ,  then  the  Army ca l led  h im and  he  had  to  leave .

So they both went.  They took them to France, overseas. They stayed over

there a I  i  t t l  e more than two years.

Do you remember when the guerra de Mdxigo--Pancho Vi l la and Emil iano

Zapata?  D id  you ever  have t roub le  here  in  San E l izar io?

No,  I  jus t  heard  about  the  t roub le  the  peop le  had,  bu t  nobody wou ld  ever

bother  us .  And j t  was  ius t  my mother  and I  l i v jng  in  the  house,  and

A:

A :

P :

A :

P :

A .
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nobody bothered us,  nobody.

A :  I n  P roh ' i b i t i on ,  when  t heyd idn ' t  l e t  any  bee r  be  so1d ,  wha t  d i d  you  t h i nk

abou t  t ha t?  How d id  l os  hombres  tha t  wou ld  b r i ng  i t  unde rcove r ,  wha t  d id

P :

they do?

Those who brought i t  as a contraband sometimes got k ' i l led or somet imes they

got  caught .  I  know tha t  a  f r iend  o f  mine  who was 28  and had two l j t t le

g i r l s ,  her  husband was k i11ed very  young.  And then another  man was k i l led

near my house later on when I  was already marr ied.  We heard the shots about

4 :00  in  the  morn ing .  And I  to ld  your  g randdaddy,  "L is ten  to  the  shots l "

I  woke h ' im up  and I  sa id ,  "L is ten ,  l i s ten l "  And he  to ld  me,  "Maybe they

caught  someone w i th  l iquor . "  La ter  on  we saw them pass  by  w i th  h im.  We

didn ' t  know who he was;  we never  knew.

Gue lo  never  d id  tha t?

0h ,  no .  Your  Gue lo?  No,  no ,  no .

How were you af fected by the Depression?

We had hard  t imes w i th  the  Depress ' ion  because we cou ldn ' t  buy  what  we

needed.  I f  we bought  25  pounds o f  f lour ,  we had to  buy  12  pounds o f  r i ce

f lour  and 12  pounds o f  wheat  f lour  so  we cou ld  mix  them,  because i t  was

hard  to  make to r t i l l as  w i th  them.  But  we s t i l l  had  to  make them some

way,  and ea t ,  because we d idn ' t  have any th ing  e lse  to  ea t .  And every th ' ing

was  h igh .

But  you rea l1y  never  su f fe red?

No,  we never  rea l l y  su f fe red  because we a lways  had our  own mi lk ,  our  own

€g9S,  our  own meat .  I f  we were  hungry '  we wou ld  k i l l  a  hen,  f i x  i t  and

make soup,  then we 'd  have enough to  ea t .

Did you know anybody that was real ly poor?

A:

D .

A:

P:

A :

P :

A :
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P : Yes, somebody that was very,  very poor.  My mother used to give mi lk to

a  mother  tha t  d idn ' t  have any  money to  buy  mi lk  and she had l i t t le  ones .

l r ly  mother always used to help her,  the l i t t le we could,  because everybody

was poor.  I t  was not not iced that we were poor,  because everybody was

the same. Everybody was poor,  so we just  managed to help one another.

But in FrfJ case, we never needed help,  because my mother and father

worked hard  to  save.  Not  l i ke  now,  when I  have the  f reezer  fu l l  o f  th ' ings .

In  those days ,  they  dr ied  every th ing .  They  dr ied  tomatoes ,  they  dr ied  ch i1e ,

they  dr ied  beans;  many,  many th ings .  The dr ied  pears ,  app les  and a l l  those

th ings ,  we ca l led  them ore jones .  In  w in te r  my mother  made us  very  good

p ies  w i th  those ore jon_es .  We wou ld  k i l l  the  hog so  wehadenough pork .  0 r

he  k i l led  a  l i t t le  goat  fo r  meat  fo r  the  fami ly .  And the  cow a lways  gave

mi l  k .

How d' id the deval  uat ion of  the peso af fect  you?

We djdn' t  / ihop in Mtxicg/  t f rat  much. But we used to get two pesos for

one dol lar .  And sometimes I  l iked to go with my daddy to get some candy

or something from there.  And they let  us pass everything; but not very

much food,  jus t  good ies .

Did you ever get af fected by the Chicano Movement? Did you ever have any-

th ing  to  do  w i th  ' i t?

No, ro,  no,  no, f lo,  I  never had anyth ' ing /To do with i t .  I  never heard

any th ing  about  tha t  un t i l  now.  The Ch icanos ,  I  a lways  c r i t i c ize  them.  Why

don' t  they say mex' icanos? l , r lhy do they say Ch' icanos? Can' t  they speak l ike

men and no t  l i ke  bab ies?

So you  don ' t  l j ke  Ch icanos  a t  a l l ?

No. Why don' t  they say me4j-canos? Because they are grown men, they are not

l i t t l e  boYs  to  Ue  ca l led  Ch icanos .

A :

P :

A :

P:

A .

P:
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So what do you think the word means?

0h,  I  don ' t  know;  mex icano.  Mex j_c lno ,  tha t ' s  the  on ly  th ing  i t  means '  E-

x icano.  But  they  say  Ch icano,  I  don ' t  know why.  I  don ' t  agree  w j th  tha t .

They are o ' ld,  grown people.  They have a grown-up tongue. l l lhy don' t  they

say  mex icqnos ,  no t  Ch icanos .

What  do  you th ink  o f  the  i ' l l ega1 a l iens ,  the  moiados?

t^ le l l ,  I  th ink they are doing very wrong, because they just  come here to

s tea l  someth ing .  And i f  they  want  to  work ,  they  never  f ind  work .  And

i f  they  chase them back ,  the  nex t  day  they  f ind  them' in  somebody e lse 's

p1ace.  The bad th ing  o f  them is  tha t  they  s tea l  any th ing  tha t  they  can

get  a  ho ld  o f .  I 'm a lways  scared o f  them.  But  w j th  my dog,  tha t  te l l s

me j f  somebody /TJ  around.  That ' s  my on ly  he lp .

D id  you  ever  have  any  t roub le  w i th  the  i11ega1  a l iens?

No, I  never had any trouble.  Sometimes they used to come when there v ' ,ere

very many. They used to come and ask your granddaddy for a l i t t le bi t

of  somet l l ing to eat because i t  was three, four days that they hadn' t

eaten anything. And I  used to make them tacos w' i th anything I  had, beans

or  meat ,  po ta toes- -any th ing- -and g ive  / i t  tg7  tnem.  That 's  a l l .  t le

never  had any  t roub le  w i th  them'cause we never  mess  w j th  anybody.  h le

used  to  have  ne ighbors  tha t  were  f i v ing  and  p ick ing  co t ton  there  i11ega11y

because the  en forcement  was no t  as  hard  as  i t  i s  now.  The o f f i cers  d ' idn ' t

pay so much at tent ion l ike they do now. So, they used to pick cot ton and

s tay  h idden in  the i r  houses ,  and then ge t  the i r  money and leave '  go  back

to  the i r  count ry .  But  they  never  d id  bo ther  us ,  never .

When was the  f i rs t  t ime you vo ted?

t lhen I  was  2 l  years  o1d.  Because tha t  was  a  p r iv i lege  tha t  every  c i t i zen
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had,  to  vo te  w i thout  po l l  tax  i f  I  was  21  years  o ld  and cou ld  p rove i t

at  the courthouse. I  proved i t  6 i l  my bapt ismal negistrat ion.  I  went

there and they gave me a pol l  tax wi thout paying j t ,  because we had to pay

for  the  po11 tax ,  you  know.  And s ince  then I  s ta r ted  vo t ' ing ,  and I  have

vo ted  a l l  my  1 i fe .  And  s t j l l  I  vo te .

At the t ' ime you started vot ing,  d jd you real1y understand al l  that?

I  rea l l y  unders tood,  because the  ba l lo ts  were  no t  l i ke  the  mach ines  now.

They were  jus t  a  b ig  ba l lo t  w i th  the  names o f  the  cand ' ida tes .  And I  cou ld

read the  ba l lo t  very  we1 l ,  so  I  jus t  sc ra tched the  one I  d idn ' t  want  and

le f t  the  one I  wanted .

Do you remember the pres' ident you voted for when you were 21?

Af , ,aQui6n  ggda? I  don ' t  remember .  Some th ings  I  fo rge t ,  You know;  I 'm

old.  How do you expect me to remember those things?

Why do you th ink  tha t  the  mel i_ca los  never  ge t  to  be ' in  o f f i ce?  Why ius t

puros gab+-chos and gr ingos? Why not the Mexican Americans?

Wel l ,  s ' ince  I  can  remember ,  there  were  many Mex ican Amer icans ,  l ' i ke  Cr isp i

Aranda , El ceari o lvlontes , Lui s They used to  be  Mex ' i cans ,  and s t i l l

work jng  in  the  cour thouse and w ' i th  the  government .  But  / the  Mex ' i can  Amer i -

canJ  d idn ' t  app ly ,  so  they  jus t  had to  work  in  the  fa rm.  But  anyone hav ing

a l i t t le  educat ion  and app ly ing  cou ld  ge t  iobs ,  and they  were  t rea ted  ius t

l ' i ke  the  Amer icans .  Bu t  some d jdn ' t  have  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  educa t ion ,  so

they have to work w'idr p_i-c_o y PaJa, the shovel and the hoe.

Why do  you th ink  the  Mex ican Amer icans  are  no t  in te res ted  in  pos i t ' i ons

such as Mayor?

P:  Somet imes  they  a re  i n te res ted ,  and  somet imes . . .You  know j  I  j ke  Roge l  i o .

He ' s  a  commiss ione r  and  the  peop le  vo ted  fo r  h im .  L i ke  I  t e1 l  you ,  i f  you
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have  a  l i t t l e  educa t ion  and  app ly . . .  Sure  they  ge t  t i redo  bu t  i f  they  don ' t

app ly  and don ' t  know what  to  do . . .  They  don ' t  have any  educat ion .  But

hav ing  a  l i t t le  educat ion  they  can ge t  good iobs .  And they  are  t rea ted  the

same as  the  Amer icans .  Because they  never  t rea ted  Mex ican Amer icans  l i ke

mojados ,  l ' i ke  wet  Mex icans ,  ho .  Wet  Mex icans ,  i t ' s  d ' i f fe ren t ;  they  are

i11ega1 .

What  do  you th jnk  about  the  Ch icanos ,  the  Mex ican Amer icans ,  tha t  say ,

"They ' re  p re iud jced.  The gabacho doesn ' t  I  i  ke  us .  "

I  never  be l ieve  tha t .  The th ing  is ,  i f  you  are  a  Mex jcan Amer ican and be-

have  l i ke  one ,  they  t rea t  you  ius t  l i ke  one .  Bu t ' i f  you  were  a  Mex jcan

Amer jcan and you l i ked  to  hang around the  mar i iuanos  or  d runks ,  say ing

dir ty words to everybody or t ry ing to h ' i t  somebody, surely they don' t

t rea t  t lo i l  we l l .  Bu t  i f  you  are  rea l l y  a  l ' ' l ex ican  Amer ican c i t j zenn

you just  act  l ike one, and nobody bothers you. We are old,  / l -nd7 your

grandfather / I 'ag7 never been bothered by the law, much less I .

So  you th ink  tha t  those who ge t  in to  t roub le ,  ' i t ' s  ius t  because they  want

to?

Jus t  because they  want  to  ge t  in  t roub le ,  tha t ' s  why  they  do .  Because

they  don ' t  want  to  obey  the  law.  Jus t  the  s imp les t  th ing '  you  know;  those

tha t  a re  d r i v ing  w i thou t  a  d r i ve r ' s  l i cense .  Don ' t  you  th jnk  they ' re

s tepp ing  /o -u ts ideT the  law? Wel l ,  they  are  ius t  ask ing  fo r  t roub le .  And

tha t ' s  why  theydon ' t  t rea t  them l " i ke  they  shou ld .  But  i f  you  have your  own

l icense, yoU can go everywhere and I  can go with you, and We are not

scared o f  anybody.  But  i f  you  don ' t  have your  l j cense and you want  to  take

me somewhere, they can catch us,  take you to ia i l  and send me walk ' ing home.

That 's  the  t roub le  w i th  the  Mex ican Amer jcans .  They  don ' t  behave l i ke  they
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shou ld - - l i ke  good  c i t i zens .  Tha t ' s  t he  t roub le  w i th  them.  Bu t  anybody  who

behaves  l i ke  a  good  c i t i zen ,  obeys  the  l aws ,  and  respec t  each  o the r ,  eve ry -

body t reats  them as good as the best  Amer ican wi th  b lue eyes.

h lhat  do you th ink about  the people on wel fare?

Some peop le  on  we l fa re  don ' t  need  i t ,  you  know,  because  they  a re  ab le  men ,

ab le  to  work ;  bu t  t hey  don ' t  wan t  t o  work ,  and  they  go  ask  fo r  we l fa re .

And  they  te11  l 0 l  l i es ,  t hen  they  ge t  t he  we l fa re .  And  then  when  they  f i nd

' i t  out ,  they iust  drop them of f .  L ike wi th  the food stamps,  they go say

lo t s  o f  l j es ,  and  they  ge t  t hem.  Bu t  when  they  ge t  d i scove red ,  t hey  j us t

ge t  k i cked  ou t ,

1p-ausg7

We were talk ing about food stamps. Do you think that 's wrong?

The ones that go and tel l  a lot  of  l ies.  I  know a woman who used to say

she had two l i t t le  boys ,  o rphan l i t t le  boys ,  and she app l ied  fo r  the  s tamps

and fo r  we l fa re .  So she go t  the  we l fa re  check  and the  food s tamps.  But  a

ne ighbor  tha t  knew she d idn ' t  have the  k jds  jus t  went  there  and to ld  them,

"You watch  tha t  lady .  Send somebody to  inves t iga te ,  and you '11  see she

don ' t  have any  orphan ch i ld ren . "  So they  d id ,  and the  inves t iga tor  found

out  tha t  the  woman was say ' ing  a  g rea t  b ig  1 ie .  She d idn ' t  have the  k ids .

She was ius t  s i t t ing  down there  ea t ' ing  and en joy ing  the  benef i t s .  Bu t  she

d idn ' t  need  i t .

F ina ' |1y ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  i f  you  th ing  tha t  the  Mex ican  Amer ican  w i l l

stay the same or va a !_UU-f.?

l , . le l l ,  I  th ink  they ' l1  do  be t te r  i f  they  behave be t te r  and learn  more ,9€ t

a better educat ion and apprecjate their  educat ion.  They can do better

and have be t te r  jobs ,  be t te r  pos i t jons  and every th ' ing .  But ,  i f  they  don ' t

apprec ia te  the i r  educat ion  and they  jus t  go  aga ins t  the  1aw,  tha t ' s  the
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wors t  t h ing  fo r  young  and  o ld .  I f  t hey  don ' t  obey  the  l aws  o f  t he  Un i ted

S ta tes ,  t hen  they  j us t  ge t  run  down  and  p las te red .  Bu t  i f  t hey  ge t  t he i r

educa t i on  and  app rec ia te  i t ,  t hey  can  ge t  be t te r  j obs  and  be t te r  pos i t i ons ,

and  have  a  be t te r l i f eand  eve ry th ing .  Bu t  t he  th ing  i s  t ha t  t he  man  and

woman have to  contro l  themselves and have to  obey f i rs t  the law of  God'

and  then  the  l aw  o f  man ;  i f  t hey  don ' t  do  tha t ,  t hey  have  to  go  to  HELL I I
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