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(Th is  i s  an  in te rv iew w i th  Mrs .  Enr igueta  Rub io  L6pez and her  daughter ,  Mrs .
V i rg in ia  LSpez  by  H i la r io  Herndndez ,  JF . ,  a t  La  Hac ' ienda  Cafe ,1720W.  Pa isano ,
in  E l  Paso,  Texas .  The da te  i s  November  27 ,  1976. )

H:  A  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  h i s t o r y  on  t h i s  bu i l d i ng .  Th i s  bu i l d i ng  i s  one  o f  t he

f i rs t  bu i ld ings to  be bu i l t ' in  E l  Paso by  S imeon Har t .  Later  f i l  was

bought  by Mr.  and Mrs.  L5pez.  Th is  bu i ld ing a ' lso s tands next  to  what  used

to  be the or ig ina l  For t  B l iss ,  7 th f l  mi l i ta ry  reservat ion here  jn  E l  Paso.

H:  Mrs .  L6pez ,  te l l  me a  l i t t le  b ' i t  about  yourse l f - -your  background and your

p lace  o f  b j r th .

L :  My p lace  o f  b i r th  fs El  Paso7, the 9th of  March of  I  908 at  126 Leon Street,

where  the  C iv ic  Center  now s tands .  I  was  born  in  the  very  corner  o f  Durango

and. . .  A f te rward  they  bu i l t  the  Hote l  Leon Durango.

D id  you have any  fonmal  educat ion  here  in  E l  Paso?

I  jus t  had my regu la r  fo rmal  educat ion .

The elementary grades?

Yes .

What  schoo ls  d id  you go  to?

First  I  went to Aoy School .  From Aoy I  t ransferred to A' l ta V' ista School .

From A l ta  V is ta ,  I  t rans fer red  to  Guard ian  Ange ' l  Schoo l  on  account  o f  d i f f i -

cu l t ' i es  tha t  I  had in  those years ,  on  account  o f  be ing  Mex jcan.

So what  you ' re  say ing  is  tha t  there  was a  d" i f fe rence in  race ,  as  fa r  as  you

know?

Yes .

And th is  was in  
. l908?

No.  No ,  I  was  born  in  
. |908 ;  

th i s  was  in  
. l 92 ] .

What  k ind  o f  p rob lems d id  you meet  up  w i th ,  as  fa r  as  be ing  a  Mex ican?

We11, my mother was born here in El  Paso, too,  and she was very careful  wi th

u .

L :

H :

t .

t { .

L:

H:
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u .

L :

H :

t .

me.  She wou ld  d ress  me the  bes t  she  cou ld  and even had a  lo t  o f  s ta rch  on  my

c lo thes .  And the  k ids  there ,  most  o f  them were  Ang los ;  among them,  Mex jcans ,

maybe there wene seven. I  can even ment ion them. Do you want me to ment ion

them?

Al  I  r i gh t .

The Mar t fnez  bro thers  and s is te rs ,  the  Arv isus ;  and i  have fo rgo t ten  the  res t .

Anyway,  I  was  there ,and they  wou ld  fee l  funny ,  I  guess .  Theyd js l i ked  me so

i  ntensel  y that  they woul d cal  I  me "  n i  gger.  "

Do you know the reason for th is?

No.  They  jus t  l sa iC l ,  "0h ,  YOU n igger . "  They  went  by  me and sa jd ,  "0h ,  you

n igger , "  because  I  was  rea l l y  c lean  and  d ressed  up .  Tha t ' s  the  on ly  th ing  I

cou ld  f ind  wrong,  in  my own sense.  And o thers  wou ld  say ,  "You Ind jan . "  No-

body  cou ld  ca l l  me a  "d i r ty  Mex ican"  because I  was  no t  d i r ty .  Then I  go t  in

a  d ispute  w j th  the  boys  and g i r l s ;  they  wou ld  wa i t  fo r  me or  I  wou ld  wa i t  fo r

them,  and we wou ld  have tuss les .  We wou ld  f igh t  and we 'd  wres t le  and every -

th ' ing ,  ou ts jde .  And I 'd  ge t  home wi th  ha l f  my c lo thes  o f f .  So  then I  to ld

my mother I  d id not want to be in that  school  ranymore. This is how I  changed

so  soon  to  Guard ian  Ange l  Schoo l .  In  Guard ian  Ange l  Schoo l ,  i t  was  a  l i t t l e

bi t  bet ter  because there were more Mexicans. There were a few Anglos,  very

few Ang los .  There  were  the  Sau l tners ,  and I  fo rge t  the  names 7o f  tne  o therV.

t lould you say the school  was composed of  Mexicans and Anglos.

And a few I  ta l  ' ians.

Would you say the major i ty was composed of  one certain ethnic f t rouy/Z

Yes .

t lh ich was what?

Mex icans ;  l ' i ke  they  used  to  ca l l  us ,  Span ish  Amer icans .

Back then you saw the probl  ems between yoursel  f  and the students,  as far  as



H:

E:
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th is .  D id  you see any  major  p rob lems as  fa r  as  a l l  the  Mexfcans?

No,  no t  in  those years .

You  d idn ' t  see  any  ma jo r  p rob lems?

No,  no t  in  those years .  I t  wou ld  be  smal l  p rob lems,  you know,  among k ids .

Were there any good or bad happenings between students and teachers?

Never ,  never .

No problems?

No.  A l l  the  k ids ,  accord ing  to  my own knowledge,  were  more  or  less  a f ra id  o f

the  pr inc ipa l  and the  teachers .

l^ las there any part ' icular reason your parents gave for / I 'aving yogT go to school  ?

Was i t  jus t  because i t  was  a  ru le  here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  o r  was  i t  to  be t te r

yourse l f?  D id  you have a  goa l  jn  mind ,  someth ing  to  go  fo r?

No,  i t ' s . . .  In  my  fami l y ,  my  mother  happened  to  be  the  on ly  o rphan .  You  see ,

there  were  s jx  s is te rs  and she was le f t  o rphaned,  so  she was taken away.  She

was the  on ly  one taken away by  one o f  the  aunts  tha t  d jdn ' t  send her  to  schoo l

or  co l lege.  The o ther  g i r l s  a l1  went  to  Lore t to ' in  New Mex ico- -Our  Lady  o f

V ' i s i ta t ion .  Put  i t  down,  because many peop le  have never  heard  o f  tha t ,  Our

Lady of  Vis i tat ion.  Ei l  later became Loret to.

Loretto Academy?

Yes. Then one of  the youngest ones went to San Franciso to Our Lady of  Carmel

and she graduated there and came back when she was 
. I8.  

So al l  of  them were

very ,  very  we l l  educated  as  fa r  as  I  cou ld  see.  The o ther  one went  to  M6x jco

Ci ty  to  the  schoo l  o f  mus ' i c .  ( I  learned how to  p lay  by  ear  and learned how to

p lay  by  th i s  and  tha t ,  bu t  because  I  l j ked  i t . )

S ince  we ' re  here  in  the  top ' i c  o f  schoo ls  back  then,  do  you see any  d j f fe rences

in the way the students were back then as to the way students are now?

L :

H :

L :

u.

0h ,  yes .  I  be l i eve  t ha t  mos t  o f  t he . . . I  don ' t  know how to ca l l  them-- l they
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L :

H :

want  to  be  ca l led  Ch icanos ,  they  want  t0  be  ca l led  mex. ic .ano.s . . .  Whatever  i t

i s ,  they  do  no t  p ronounce Eng l ish  we l l  because they  don ' t  teach them phon ics .

In those years,  a l l  the teachers,  whether they were nuns or 6oi l ,  used to go

by  phon ics ,  and we had to  learn  i t ;  and  tha t ' s  the  d ' i f fe rence.  Then they  wou ld

make us  s tand in  l ine  fo r  one who le  week to  have Spe l l ing  contes ts  among the

th i rd ,  four th ,  f i f th ,  s ix th ,  and seventh  lg tuO. t ,  and so  fo r th .  And Eng ' l i sh ,

how to  read Eng ' l i sh ,  we gOuldn ' t  jus t  / s ta r t  read ing f ,  we had to  learn ,  "Yes ,

s i r r "  "No ,  s i r r "  "May  f r "  "P leaser "  and  a l l  o f  those  words .  Those  a re  words

tha t  we had to  g ive  to  the  peop le .  But  we had to  learn  th rough an  o ld  book ;

e t i  quet te .

You ment joned a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  th js  answer  the  idea about  how the  s tudents

want  tobe re fe r red  to - -Mex icans ,  Mex ican Amer icans ,  Ch icanos .  Was there  any

par t i cu la r  te rm tha t  was  used wh i le  you were  go ' ing  to  schoo l .

No, Nqthi  ng but mexj  c-anos ,  Mexi  cans.

Can you remember the f i rst  t ime you heard the word "Chicano?"

tnlel l ,  i  heard the word Chicano about 40 or 50 years ago. My great aunt,  Mrs.

p i la r  L i t t l e ,  was  mar r ied  to  an  Eng l i shman,  and  one  t ime she  b rough t  ou t  tha t

word .  There  was a  bunch o f  lad ies  there ,  and I  was  there  jus t  /5e ing  nose/ ,

as  a  k id ,  and  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  wha t ' i s  Ch icano?"  And ,  th j s  i s  no t  t rue ;  th i s

must  be  some say ing ,  because she sa id ,  "Ch icano is  someth ing  tha t  a  ch ino" . ,  a

Ch inaman,  ca l led  the  Mex ican.  lThe Ch inamanT came here  and he  saw a  man tha t

had  a  l i t t l e  hog ,  and  he  wou ld  ca l l  th i s  hog ,  'Ch ino ,  ch ino ,  ch ino , '  to  feed

him. So, he got sore and his feel ings were hurt ,  Eo ni l  bought /a hof l  and

wou ld  ca l l  the  mar r .ano ,  'Ch icano ,  ch icano ,  ch icano ,  tu  md iZ ,ch icano , " ' she  sa jd ,

"and th is  i s  how i t  s ta r ted . "  But  th is  does  no t  ex is t  in  no  books .

So ,  in  o ther  words ,  th j s  was  jus t  accord ing  to  Mrs .  L l ' t t l e '  your  aun t .  D jd

she g ive  any  o ther  reason or  ideas  where  she had heard  th js ,  as ide  f rom th is?

H:

E :

t-t .
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L : No,  because in  those years ,  be tween Ca l le  San Franc isco  and San Anton io ,  you

cou ld  have sheep,  you cou ld  have goats ;  and she had two cows.  She l i ved

there ,  and she sa id  tha t  in  th is  corner  o f  San Franc isco ,  there  was one fami ly

and there  was a  c .h ino  tha t  moved there ,  a  Ch inaman.  In  those years ,  they  used

to br ing a lot  of  Ch' inamen, f rom China, to become cooks. And we Mexican

"g reasers " . . .  Th is  i s  wha t  they  ca l led  us ,  bu t  no t  as  an  insu l t .

What  i s  the  reason?

The reason is  tha t  in  those years  the  Amer icans  ra i l road s ta r ted  br ing ing  in

Mex icans ,  l i ke  they  br ing  Mex icans  now fo r  the  fanms or  fo r  every th ing  l i ke

tha t ,  hands ,  to  g rease the  whee ls .  So those were  ca l led  the  Mex jcan greasers .

Bu t  i t  wasn ' t  an  insu l t .

I t  was  jus t  because o f  the  type  o f  work?

The type o f  work .  They  used to  b r ing  them and the i r  fami l ies ,  and they  a l l

l1ved in  those boxcars .  Many o f  them were  born  there  fn  tne  boxcarV,  a l l

over the Unj ted States.  My mother knew when she was working for the c i ty

that many didn' t  even know where they were born because they were born al lS

a_dentr-0..

H:  What  j s  your  in te rpre ta t ion  o f  a  Ch jcano,  1Tro i l  the  jn fo rmat ion  you have

r igh t  now?

I ' l l  te l l  j t  to  you the  way a  t_eacher  to ld  j t  to  me in  t l6x ico .  He says ,  "Keta ,

don ' t  b lame the  Ch icanos .  The reason they ' re  t ry ing  to  d js t ingu ish  themse lves

is because they don' t  respect them as Mexicans, they do not respect them as Chi-

cangs ,  and  they ' re  no t  g r ingos . "  So ,  the  ones  tha t  we  have  here . . .  You  see ,

we have some here f rom New York,  we have some from Cal i fornia and Ar izona. So

t Lsay/,  "What do you want to do with your name, or why do you want to change

i t? "  So  th is ' i s  wha t  they  te l1  us ,  "Look ,  as  Mex icans ,  they  do  no t  respec t  us ,

as gr ingos, Fenos..  
r r

H:

L :

H .

L :

L :
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H:

t .

Let me interrupt you. t^lhat do you mean by "they?"

The rest  of  the people,  lo.s.  gr ingos. lTne Cfr icanos sa/,  "So we decided we

are  go ing  to  make our  own cu l tu re ,  our  own race ,  our  own language,  our  own

every th ' ing . "  Now he to ld  me th js  and he  js  a  schoo l  teacher in  M6x ico  C i ty

(we have many f r iends  there  tha t  a re  schoo l  teachers  and we l l  educated  peop le) .

He sa id ,  "Wel l ,  I  to ld  them tha t  the  reasontheyd id  no t  respec t  them was be-

cause they  cou ldn ' t  respec t  anybody e lse .  ' I f  you  don ' t  respec t  th is  o r  tha t ,

he  is  no t  go ing  to  respec t  you . '  I  cou ldn ' t  make them /unders tan f l . "  Bu t  some

are  unders tand ing  a  l i t t le  be t te r  and are  now get t ing  to  make the  res t  o f  the

people understand what they are trying to do. E-nlonces- nle diio a mj., "hlhat do

you  th ink  o f  tha t? "  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  now tha t  you  a re  te l ' l i ng  me th is ,  I  fee l

be t te r . "  But  I  never  d id  fee l  a l l  r igh t  about  thenbbecause i f  we are  no t  ind ios ,

t rL ntexicanos, or gr ingosr or espafroles (m-i ta-d),  then what are we? I  sa' id,

"Now I  fee l  be t te r .  I  came back ,  and in  my own way i  s ta r ted  argu ing  w i th  the

k jds  and te l l ing  them what  they  to ld  me there .

Have your  g randsons,  g randdaughters ,  daughters  o r  sons  ever  asked you,  "What

are  we?"  An i l  d id  you ever  te l1  them,  "We are  th is ,  We are  tha t . "

My granddaughter  i s  13  and she has  never  asked me.  She knows she is  a  Mex ican.

0h ,  yes ,  and does  she respec t  the  Mex icans  and be ' ing  Mex ican.  She even says ,

, ' i 'd  rather move away from here than not be a Mexjcan. I  have to be a Mex' ican'

per iod . "  I ' ve  had so  much t roub le  g rowing  up  here  in  E l  Paso tha t  I  know what

she  means .  And  I  sa id ,  "You  s t i ck  to  i t  and  keep  your  space , "  I  sa jd ,  " ius t

there .  I f  they  l i ke  you and respec t  you ,  you  must  l i ke  them and respec t  them;

but  don ' t  be  on  the ' i r  hee ls  t ry ing  to  make f r iends . "

In  th is  same top ic  dea l ing  w i th  Ch icanos  and La  Raza Un jda ,  the  Movement  and

so forth, did you ever come across or did you ever /KnoU.7 of any leaders /fr 'ho

werg trying to organize for l-q cau-s-q., la ra3-a, los chjcano-s?

u .

L :

H :
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L :

We11,  you know tha t  I  have never  found anybody.  Those,  I  on ly  l i s ten  to  them

on fe tev is ' i onJ ,  on  channe l  4 .  In  fac t ,  I  s i t  down jus t  to  c r j t i c i ze  them,

porque dic_en'  " ]g p.a_derr"  " ' la v i tesr ' r  " te la l ]_evate-s.r"  " la t r -a j ' i ! .e.9."  Why in

the  wor ld  don ' t  they  learn  one or  two good Span ish  words  to  s t j ck  in  there?

l^ le l ' l  ,  i  guess  ' i t ' s  because they ' re  no t  Span i  sh .

I  th ink  you ' re  re fe r r ing  to  the  programs present ly  / -be ' ing  shown on T .VJ

Yes ;  t ha t ' s  why  I  sa id  i t .  I  knew a  young  g i r1 ,  wha t  was  he r  name?  /She  used

to wor ! ]  p1 los Chic-anos She used to come here and I  used to  he ' lp  her  wi th

fou r  o r  f i ve  do l l a rs  fo r  papers  o r  someth ing .  She  used  to  l i ve  on  Mesa  Avenue .

But  I 'm  so  o ld  tha t  I  d idn ' t  fee l  l i ke  go ing  here  and  there ,  ahora  menos .

You 've  go t  more  t jme now.  (Laughter )  I  was  re fe r r ing  to ,  maybe you 've  heard

s1 [o rky  Gonzd lez ,  Re ies  L6pez T i jen ina ,  C6sar  ChSvez- -peop le  tha t  a re  known

nat ionw ide .

Re ies  Ldpez T i je r ina- - I  fee l  sor ry  fo r  h im,  he  hasn ' t  go t  enough here  (head) .

You  don ' t  th ink  so?  What ' i s  your  reason  fo r  say ' ing  th ' i s?

Because i t ' s  too  la te .  He shou ld  have s ta r ted  ear l ie r ,  a  long t ime ago,  say

20 years  ago.  For  ins tance,  a  young man l i ke  you,  s ta r t  now and learn  some

few words .  0 f  course ,  Vou don ' t  have to  learn  Span ish ,  bu t  you  need i t .  Then

express to the people what you want.  What js i t  Fhai l  you want? Recogni t ion,

respect;  that 's what you want.  Because money and al l  of  those things have been

served to  you on  a  p la t te r .  L ' i ke  the  gr ingos  say ,  "We are  t i red  o f  serv ing  them

on a  p la t te r . "  They  say  i t ,  and  they  say  i t  to  me.  I 'm ashamed o f  tha t ,  be-

cause as 
' long 

as I  have been here,  68 years,  I 've never been given one f-ry j -o- ' l  .

We 've  a lways  worked fo r  j t ,  My mother  worked fo r  the  c i ty .  She was a  po l i ce-

woman,  the  f i rs t  po l i cewoman.  And then she a lso  was a  probat ion  o f f j cer ,  and

af te r  tha t  she  was a .  . .

Heal  th ' inspector?

t-.t .

t .

U .
l l .

H:

L :

H :
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L :

H :

l r
l - r

H :

L :

H :

L :

can you tel I  me where /Sfmeon HartJ was from?

He was  Eng l i sh ,  bu t  he  lF ronounce5 l  h ' i s  name S imeon ,  S - I -M-E-0 -N .

Th is  p lace  was  bough t  by  you  i n  
' 1940 .

si.

We saw the  name v {as  Mo l i no  de  Ponce  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  and  then  the  name was  changed

to  La  Hac ienda .

E-E Moi  i  no de Har t ,  Har t '  s  Mi  I  I  .

Was there any reason for  the change i  n  name?

Yes .  i  changed  the  name because  I  t hough t  t he  p lace  Jooked  more  l ' i ke  an  hac ien -

d -a  f rom M6x ico  than  any th ing  e ' l se .  I  t o ld  my  husband ,  "Le t ' s  ca l l  i t  La  Hac ' i en -

da .  The re ' s  no t  one  p l ace  i n  E l  Paso  t ha t  i s  ca l l ed  La  Hac ienda . "  Th i s  i s  how

I  r eg i s te red  iC .

L :

H:  D id  you ever  have a  pro fess ion? Were  there  any  d i f f i cu l t ies  as  fa r  as  ge t t ing

to be what You wanted to be?

No.  h lhen I  was  young,  mJ idea was tha t  I  was  go ing  to  s tudy  mus jc ;  bu t  s ince

my step-father and my mother separated, i t  went ka-put.  My mother got the

job  a t  c i t y  ha1 l ,  and  I  j us t  wen t  to  schoo l ,  tha t ' s  a l l  I  d id ,  and  kep t  on  s tudy-

' ing  mus ic .  P-eLo ius t  I  j ke  tha t ,  fo r  home use,  Vou know.

I t  wasn ' t  someth ing  to  l j ve  on?

Not  to  l i ve  on .  I  d idn ' t  expec t  to  l i ve  ou t  o f  tha t .  I  expec ted  to  l j ve  ou t

o f  a  man- -mar ry .  (Chuck les )

And th ' i s  i s  what  you d ' id?

Yes,  45  years  ago.

Your  w ish  came t rue?

Pues ,  so  fa r  so  good .

Was  you r  husband  (o r  bo th  o f  you )  work ing  on  someth ' i ng?

No .

H :

L :
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H :

L :

What type of  employment did your husband have?

Wel l ,  when  he  came here ,  he  owned a  res tauran t  in  Ju5rez .  And  s ince  I 'm  te l l -

i ng  you  tha t  i  was  so  mus jca l l y  inc l ined ,  a lmos t  a l l  o f  the  mus ic ians ,  jn

Jqdrez  espec ia l l y ,  were  my f r iends .  I  wou ld  make tamales ,  I  wou ld  make th is

and tha t  and the  o ther ,  and I 'd  inv i te  them home.  They  wou ld  come and p lay  fo r

us and g'ive us free music to dance withn a l€ mlrch-ach.a.s. J- g- to.do.s l-og go!-o-

ci-a. And he met one of them, Guil lermo Pal6. He was, 6l er.a qjr. i.e.n .s.abe. glg

Laz.a. .  Anyway, he brought him to where I  was working. I  was working at  that

t ime as the f loor lady al l . i  e.n.  Grants,  agam.ando q los,  shopf i f ters,  en l^1.T.

Grants. This is how he met me,X. l mi no" m_e gg.s.!6- mucho e_l mexjcano, pero en

Lr-n". ..
Is your husband from El Paso or f rom M6xico?

He 's  f rom M6x ico ,  f rom the  s ta te  o f  Ja l ' i sco ;  Guada la ja ra ,  Ja l i sco .

Have  you  been  po l i t i ca l l y  invo lved ,  been  a  par t  o f  po l j t i cs  here  in  E l  Paso?

Wel l ,  I  have a lways  he lped,  ever  s ince  I  can  remember ,  because my mother  was

very ,  very ,  very  po l i t i ca l l y  inc l ined .  I  used to  ge t  o f f  f rom schoo l  and go

wa i t  fo r  he r ,  and  jus t  go  w i th  her ,  wa lk  and  wa lk .  E lec t jon  days ,  I  wou ld  wa lk

wi th  her ;  and i t  was  so  d j f fe ren t  to  what  i t  i s  now.  She had a  s l ip  o f  paper

th is  b jg  ( regu la r  leng th ) ,  abou t  th i s  th i ck  (1 -1  1 , /2  lnches)  w i th  the  names o f

a l l  the  peop le in  Eas t  E l  Paso ,  addresses  and  every th ing .  We wou ld  go  and  ca l l

on them. " iPor qul6n- vs g votar Udj?" " ! !es,  por 6_qt.er"  o "Por eJ otro.  Pues,

oiga., pus_s y9 no se c6lqo_ ygy a y.o!ar, p.ues no € es.clibir. ZC6mo. 1e hago?"

EJrt_oJrqes qti mg$ le decia, "Fii_ese bien c_ol_o est6l lg_s" l_etrit:, ff ie_se bi_en.

Es.tudie t-odg e:ta- semana, va a est-udja.r las l-etra-s. " iC5m.o. -saldria.? Y_q n.o s:Q.

Pgr-o g; ment_ira- como dicen-Queleg. paggban p-orque v-gtar-an. No -qs. c-ie-rto. No

l.e.s pagaban. Ibamos. y les d_e_ciamos, "Ffjese. colno gstd.n la_s l-elras. A-qui d-ic.g

H:

L :

u .

t .

Cruz, C-R-U-Z, Cruz.  "  Asi  estdbamos, bast_ante t rabaio.  Lo 0nico glg s-r-  hagjam.o-s
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H:

L :

era. qu.e no-s- d-a-ba-n. ga.y:r-o. y. jlgngs p-on all5. Ha.sta -p ne 
'inclr;fa; p tenia. l9

afros pero_ a-l. l i  fDC Xg.. I lgmo_s pg1 eJl.o! J. los l levdlamps a votar y los hacialo:

lque repit. ieran los nornbreV pgl _tg-dg el camino pa-ra qus no se les olvjdala.

Thfnk jng  back  on  a l l  o f  th is ,  what  do  you th ink  the  genera l  ' impress ion  o f  the

peop ' le  was,  as  fa r  as  po l i t i cs?  I f  you  were  to  compare  them to  the  present

t ime,  were  they  more  invo lved in  po ' l i t i cs ,  as  fq r  as  vo t ing ,  o r  wou ld  you say

tha t  r igh t  now more  peop le  a re  concerned?

t^ le l l ,  r igh t  now more  peop le  a re  concerned on  d i f fe ren t  persona l  jn te res ts .  But

in those days i t  was just  the c_o.nseJ_o of  Mrs.  M6ndez, because they loved my

mother; and what she said, went. ! ]_e de-cian_, pala ac_a.b.alla dg aI_olarr", "f i

I  i  cenci  ada .  " (  Laughter )

Mrs.  L6pez, can you remember any other names of  people who were jnvolved in

po l  i  t i cs  then?

Domingo Montoya, est-e otro, . . .  Ya qe m-e olv- id.a.ron l .os nol !"es.

Who was the  mayor  a t  tha t  t ime? You were  10  years  o1d '  r igh t?

Yes.  M_ayoJe: ,  mgypres . . .  MJra ,  fue fo .n  Char les  Dav is ,  Char les  Ke l ly  (Mayor

Ke11y), I &. . . no me pued_0" ggo_-rdar..

l r lhat  about ethnic background? l r lere there many peop)e wi th Mexican surnames or

Spanish surnames in the government? Not too many'  or  none?

None.

None a t  a l  I  ?

EI_an poc.o.s lsJ melcanos. gUS.

they  wou ldn ' t  go  ou t .

sa l  ian a  vo ta r .  I f  t hey  d i dn ' t  p i ck  t hem up ,

u .

t-{ .

t-{ .

L :

t .

u .

VL:

L :

L : No .  I n  the  f i r s t  P lace ,  t hey

"Ay, Clli hu-a-h_ua. Cg.mpran Pol 1

Would you say that  was one of

cou ldn ' t  r ead  o r  w r i t e?

d jdn ' t  know how to  wr i te .  O thers  wou ld  say  th i s ,

Tax, $l  .75.  . .  iPues g-G. me quqda para la cojnj .9a?"

the  bar r ie rs ,  the  Po l l  Tax  and the fac t tha t  theyu .
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VL:

U .
I  t .

I

H:

VL:

L :

VL :

tT"il ,
What  e lse? Can you th ink  o f  any th ing  e ' l se?

Transportat i  on?

Anyth ing  e1  se?

That was al  I  .

That was i t?

I t  was  ignorance.

Was there  any  type  o f  educat ' ion  in  schoo ls ' l i ke  you have now,  fo r  adu l ts?

Like you have now? No. Do you remember Ram5n Tel les? Wel l ,  he was a good

worker ,  po ' l i t i ca l  worker .  /T 'm ta lk ing  abou! /  n ichard  Te l les '  and Ram6n Te l les '

fa ther .  Because Ram5n Te l les  j s  no t  Raymond,  i t ' s  Ram6n.

He was my grandmother 's  good f r iend .

He was  one  o f  the  few o r  one  o f  the . . .

The f i rs t  one tha t  became e lec ted .

Weren ' t  the  schoo ls  segregated  /a t  tha t  t ime/?  Some schoo ls  had pure ly  Mex ican

ftuoentJ whi  I  e other school  s.  .  .

The co lo red  k ids  cou l  dn ' t  qo  to  an .y  schoo l  .  .  .

Doug las  Schoo l .  Tha t ' s  the  on ly  one  tha t  was  rea l l y  segrega ted .

They  had to  s tay  there  no  mat te r  what .  Even ' i f  they  l i ved  c lose  to  /another7

school  and they were real ,  rea' l  far  / f rom Doug1ai7,  they would have to go to

Doug l  as .

be on Kansas and Fourth Street.

aho.r.a p_ara o_c.ypar v]_eJgs pa_r.a. qLe

L : And jn  those years ,  Doug las  Schoo l  used

isabe.s d-6n-de? E.se e-dif i-ciqral"o que l-o

venqan a  t raba ja r .  Esa era  1a  Doug las .

Our  Lady 's  Youth  Center?

E_sa era ]a Douglas School. De-spjr6s hic-'i-e*r!ryt 1-q, d-e

La".  de l ! t  Eucal  i  Ptus?

to

usan

H:

L :

H :

a]  15 .
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L :

VL :

L :

H :

I

H:

L :

u .

si .

h lhy  d idn ' t  they  jus t  leave i t  there?  Do you know o f  any  reason?

I t  was  too  smal l ,  no t  enough capac i ty .

They  cou ldn ' t  en la rge  i t?

You know, money always was scarce.

D id  you see any  po ' l i t i ca ' l  in te rvent ion  there ,  as  fa r  as  mov ing  them?

No,  because  I  d idn ' t  l i ve  jn  tha t  ne ighborhood .

What  k ind  o f  ne ighborhood was i t?

We11,  i t  was  a  l i t t le  fq .a ,  m!y .  pg .bre .

Would you say i t  was the poorest?

About /The poores!7.

Right now that area is cons' idered the Second ldard,  the Southside, E! Segu.nd.o.

/MZ.
P-e-fo 6so. no es po_r-que eslF" apun!.qdo, PgI" e_lo I por lo gtro y por n.ada. E.s

pgrq_ue e.n aquelJg.s afr-os e:-taba.n asi: Prip.er B.arr].o, S.egundo Bal'r_jo' T_elc-er

B.a.rr io,  y C_uarto Ba.rr io. .  I t  was div ided into four places l ike they do jn

M6x'ico. E.n P-ue.bla asf esjd. Ig.u3jm-el.te ag-uf , pero for some reason or other

se l.e gU.e3.6 el. Sgg.uln.do Bglrio,.

Which  was the  f i rs t?

P.ues tg-d-avi-a no sF c.uil ss.ri. iCu.6J seIS el first one?

El. priJnelo era de l-o-s tracks para acd.

Si, a_cd.. iS.aF.es gg$-9.? Do.n.de. e:t.a$ ]a e.sc.tLe-lg, ]a Sunset School .

Can you reca l l  the  o ther  bar r ios?

Ng m-e" acu-erd.o.

But  th is  j s  how i t  go t  s ta r ted?

Yes,  th is  i s  the  way i t  s ta r ted .

R igh t  now,  supposed ly  the  Second Ward  is  the  s lum area,  the  bar r io ,  the  lowest
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L :

por t ion  o f  the  c i ty .

Do  you  know tha t  I  don ' t  th ink  j t ' s  the  lowes t?  And  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  a

s lum ta lnp-o-co ;  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  i s .  I  go  by  there  and I  don ' t  th ink  i t  i s .

I  th ink  there  are  o ther  p laces  worse  than tha t .

Would you say, the genena' l  way the ba[ ldo is,  has i t  a lways been the same?

The same.

The same thing?

Because I  remember when I  was a l i t t le gir l  my mother had some cousins,  the' i r

name was Whitehead. They used to l ive on Stanton y Nue.ve. Era ung vecjn_da!

l.afg3, Ig-ru., qsi cpf cu.a.rlo.: d-e g dos; aJf d.e. g do.s, de- a do,s,. The gir1s, I

ca l l  them g i r1s ,  they ! re  a  l i t t l e  b i t  younger  tha t  I ,  they  l i ved  ' i n  Los  An-

geles. But this great big /I 'ous{r g.rande era, I Flr. b' lhitehead er.a el d-u_efro

d .e  a . ] l i .  E l  no  lo .  ten ia  s .u -c j_0 ,  ' i t  was  a lways  c lean and n ice ,  a lways .  I  don ' t

remember how many toi lets they had.

The reason I  am ask ing  /Ts7  Uecause th js  i s  where  supposed ' l y  ma jn  E l  Paso was,

r i  gh t?

Yes .

The town?

Yes .

Most ly  where  i t  j s  r igh t  now,  downtown,  p lus  the  souths ide ,  because i t  was

c lose  to  Judrez .  That  be ing  the  main  c i ty ,  why  d id  i t  remajn  be ing  the  same

area,  the  same type o f  peop le  and so  fo r th?  Yet  the  sur round ings  l i ke  nor th -

eas t . . .

Vend fa

H :

I

H:

L :

t .

l.i .

L :

H :

t-{ .

L:  We l l ,  I ' l l  t e11  you  what ,  many  o f  the  peop le ,  I  s t i l l  know some peop le '  como

l_a. Sefrgra M.ol eno.. Ll Se.frora Morgjr-0. was born in Arizona. She is 75 years old,

and she has  l i ved  here  a l l  her  1 i fe ,  f  ah .or_a  v - iJg  en  la .  Ca l l .e  Ma in .  Su PaPF

de e l la  tg l_ i_a un lumber yard en la  C_al le  South Stanton and Seventh.

ca.rb6n y vendj-a- I efra"; y teni.a vac-a. y ven-d.f a l_ggbg for years and years. Todavia



LOPEZ t5

t-t .

L :

VL :

H :

L :

cuando tr i (Virginia) es_tab-a.s re_c.i6n. nas-i-djta., v.enjli.a", l.gcjre, €I, J, asaAeJos-

n.oflds pud.iej on X comprar.o-n casa. They didn't I i  ke it there, p.oJgue

l_a q-e.nt-e de_,.1-udiez. sg qlnpesg g.vgnir., "l.a genlusa," the ugly people.

hlhat do you mean by the good and the bad, /Ta gentusf?

The geJ t -us j t  i s  the  k ind  o f  peop le  tha t  cannot  speak . . ,

0 r  wr i te .

Are  you  ta lk ing  abou t  the  j l l i t e ra te?

They ' re  i l l i te ra te  in  the  f i rs t  p1ace.  And in  the  second p ' lace ,  you  want  to

make f r iends  w i th  them,  and they  don ' t  want  to  make f r iends  w i th  you.  They

th ' ink  you ' re . . .  "OJr ,  e_s .  una  de  esas  sub ida  a l ta .  Se  c ree  muy  suave . "  And . . .

goodbye !

You ' re  ta lk ing  about  the  peop le  tha t  come across ,  r ' i gh t?

Las gejnt_u_sa.s ejas que conoc.en lgs d-e qqui,, a-si dic_en. ! l_uegq. l.a-s. d-q aquf ,

ven 6so. y d].cen, "NoSotros n.q que.remo_s tengr nada gue" ve-r. co_n esa gentus-a."

So they are both gent-us_as, to each other,  r ight?

L is ten ,  le t  me te l1  you how I  heard  R ichard  Whi te  speak  o f  h imse l f .  Have you

ever  heard  h im speak o f  h imse l f?

Not  /o - i l  h imse l f ,  jus t  speak  to  the  pub l ic .

I  heard  h im a l l i  en  San  E l i za r io .  I t  was  beau t i fu l  because  he  sa id  he  was

par t  Span ish .  And then he  descr ibed every th ing ,  a l1  the  t ra i l s  que tomaron

cu-ando s-e.  v jn iero-n,  h is ancestors,  300 years ago. L yg- m_e qued6 asi ,  'cause

Pero  e l  los

I  d idn ' t  know.

What year was this

Three or four years

I t  was  longer  than

Wel l ,  somet ime l i ke

H:

t .

H:

L :

u .

t .
L .

ll .

t r .

\ / l

L :

when you heard h im?

ago .

tha t .

t ha t .  Now,  the re ' s  so  many  peop le  he re  tha t  know,  tha t

6n i l  don ' t  say  any th ing .  "Ah ,  we  don ' t  know any th ing . ' "/EavQ l i ved  here ,
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u .

t .
L .

H .

L :

You know th is  lawyer  A insa?

A i  nsa .

A- in -sa .

No,  i  don ' t .

Nomgl gge. lo_s mexjcgnos. di-cgn !'Elt-c.ha," y qyie-r-o_ yg d.egirl-e.s 6rd

Ench.q., es Ajnsa., because he's part Mex'ican. S.u pgpd vjln-o. qq.Vi J.

prim-er wholesale grocery ag-u.i, y tenfa pu]-o_s. c.hinos de elple-ados.

d-el  nomFre, Frank Ainsa.

His father was ca.sj  duefro dg San Franc jsco.

So he 's  an  a t to rney?

Aqui,  at torney aq,ui .  Y.  su hiJg es Ci ty Attorney aho.ra.

What ' s  h is  son 's  name?

n_o s
alt''i0 el

Acu6rdese

VL :

H :

I

u .

L :

VL :

H :

L :

VL :

L :

u .

Pues lq mism.q. gge 61 ,  creo.

They used to own the beaut i fu l  house on the corner of  Mesa and Ar izona;

you know,  the  one donde es t6  Malco lmMcGregor / .and7 al l  those lawyers.

Two story house?

Si ,  myy  bon i ta ,  g ray  one.

I t  be longed to  h is  paren ts .

Y tiensn dos. h.e.rJnani-t_os as_i, g.u.e aLen.as cami]Iap; delg"aditos, d-e.lgadilos.

Le t  me ask  you  one  f ina l  ques t ion .  You 've  l i ved  your  l i f e  here  in  E l  Paso .

Can you th jnk  back  and reco l lec t  a l l  the  events ,  jn  genera l ,  and see how they

are ,  r igh t  now?

More  o r  less ;  yes ,  I  do .

Can you say that there's been an improvement? Can you say that nothing has

gone on? 16rJ  can you say  tha t  the  Mex ican peop le ,  the  Ch jcano,  i s  go ing  up?

Wel l ,  the  Mex ican,  Ch icano,  he 's  no t  way  down there ,  no .  But  he  cou ld  do  be t -

te r  by  h imse l f ,  l j ke  I  to ld  you ,  Fy t  l ook ing  fo r  tha t  l i t t l e  th ingwh ich  j s

respec t ,  se l f - respec t ,  and se l f - re l jance.  Not  to  say ,  " I  don ' t  have to  work ,

L :

H :

L :



LOPEZ 17

H:

I  can go and ask for  my esta$pi . l las or my renta OS Lg" c j rsa."  That 's the

wors t  th ing  tha t  they  can hear  f rom one o f  them.  Never l  Be  se l f - re l ian t ,

and love  thyse l f .  Love h jmse l f  f i r s t .  Know h imse l f .  Because most  Mex jcans

are  no t  dumb.  I t  makes  me so  mad to  see . . .  I  te l l  V i rg in ia ,  como en  M6x jco

I see unos rngy vi vos. y otlos rngX ton.to.s-. [,t|hy? We go there and we stay two

or  th ree  months .  My husband has  lo ts  o f  re la t i ves there ,  and they ' re  a l l  doc-

tors and lawyers.  And we iust  wonder why these people can do better than we

can i  n the Uni  ted States.

/ I r7 general  ,  do you thjnX f inaf  not just  the Chicano but the l  i festy ' le here

in  E l  Paso is  ge t t ing  be t te r?

L :

H :

L :

Yes.

Economica l l y  i t

I t  has  improved.

go in there and

Th js  conc ludes  our  in te rv iew fo r  today .

Enr iqueta  Rub io  L6pez and her  daughter ,

buti on i n ma ki ng thi s tape pos s'i bl e .

has

T
I

buy

improved.

used to  go  to  a  s to re  on  E l  Paso St ree t ,  Nat ions .  I  cou ld

a  n icke l ' s  wor th  o f  da tes ,  one banana fo r  one cent ,  and

th ings  l i ke  tha t .  My aunt  wou ld  say ,  "Go buy  me a  quar te r ' s  wor th  o f  soup

bone. "  Wj th  one do l la r  you  cou ld  ge t  a  who le  bag o f  g rocer ies ,  and tha t  meant

a  lo t .  And then everybody cou ld  have the j r  cow,  l i ke  my aunt .  She cou ld  have

her  cow r igh t  there .  She cou ld  g ive  the  m' i l k  to  a l l  o f  the  ne ighbors .  Now

te l l  me,  what  do  they  mean,  you cannot  have a  horse ,  you  cannot  have no th ing l

Pre t ty  soon you won ' t  even f ind  bedbugs.  Noth ing i  Every th ing ,  vdmonos.

H . I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  my  gues ts ,  I t l r s .

Mrs .  V i r g i n i a  L6pez ,  f o r  t he i r  con t r i -
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