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Josephine Wong, Grace Got, Herlinda Leong
July 25, 1978
By Ricardo Estrada

The interview is heing conducted with the following persons. Could vyou
give rour names?

Josephine lWong

Gracz Got

Herlinda Leong

Th

i

ze¢  ladies are all sisters of the Tate Weilington Y. Chew of EI Faseo,
Texas., The interview will be conducted with these three ladies. 14 there
should be & comment, D¥ a person other than the perscon I am speaking fo
at any given moment, thevy will preface remaris with their name. I want
to ask Mrs. Wong a few questions. Mrs. Wong, where were »you born 7

In Juarez, Mexico.

Could wou tell me the exact date of vour birth?

December 7, 1715

Who were wour parents?

Herlinda Wong and @ntonic Y. Chew,

Could wou tell me something about the background of each of your parents?
My mother was born  in Guadalajara and came to Juarez in her teens. My
father was born in China and came to Juarez, he must have been 15 or 14,
More or less in what wear did rvour father get to Juarez?

I don“t remember.

You say your mother was born in Guadalajara. Who were her parents? bo

-

vl have any idea?

Weii, her father was Carlos Wong and her mother was Francisca Perez,




as far as I Know.,

Zo doe

Imi
i

i

that mean that one of wour grandparents was Mexican?

She was an @ziec,

e
.o

E: 5She was an #Aztec Indian?

iy Uh huh.
E: How do wou Knpow this? las this a family tradition that vou found cut?
: From conversaticns with my mother, She said that my grandmother was an

Aztec princes

in

E: Do rou Know much else about vour grandparents?

W: Mostiy about my grandfather. He First came over. He brought the
Vaborers that built the railroads and when the railroads were finished
then he went into Mexico and that’e when he married my grandmother.

E: dAre vou tal¥ing about the railroade in the United States?

Wy Uh huh.

E: Did they work from the west coast on to the Scuthwest, stopping here  in
El Paso? Or whereabouts did they stop?

W: That I don’t Know, But when the railroads were completed, he went on
intoa Mexico

E:r Do vou know anrvthing slse about this importation of labor into the United
States? Did you ever hear anxthing at all?

W Well, in those dars Chinese laborers were brought in. #According to my
mother, he was from a very wealthy family in Shiang-hai so when they were
importing the labor, he brought hie Vaborers aver,

E: Had he immigrated from China to the United States?

ldy Mo, He came with his laborers,

G: Thisz is Grace Got, When he first immigrated from China, he went inic

=
-




dong, Got, Leong

E: Peru?

G: and married & Peruvian Indian which was hie first wife. fand  there are
children but we never.,.

E: Do wou ewver have any contact with them? Do they still live over there?
Or descendants =tiil probabiry live in Peru?

G: 1t's possible.

E: Mow, does this mean then that, in other words, probably what happened was

that an American company contracted with vour grandfather in China for
him to bring laborers over here or was he an enterpreneur who came over
here and then hired these men in California, for example? Do wou Know
what route he took? What exactly what he did?

Wi He was an enterpreneur because when the railroad was completed, [near]
211 the railroads he built 1ittie hotele. And that was the first chain of
hotels.,

E: Do wou Know which railroad it was?

Wy Well, it was in Mexico but I don’t Know...

[11]

~+

E: But how about in the United States?
W: MNe, not in the United States. This was in Mexico.
E: O.E. In the United States. I think essentially what I'm trying to get

at i did he himseif come over with the laborers from China or did he

in

hire these laborers once they were in the United States?

Wr I guess 1 don’t Know about that. All 1 know ie that he hired the
laborers or krought the laborers.

E: Did he himself work for the railroads?

S S0,

LY}

lW: 1 gue

B: This = OGrace Got. To my Knowledge and conversations with my mother, he

never returned to China. [ mean he didn't return to China a2t that time.




Hong, Got, Leong

He did return in 1715 or 1914, Sc whatever becoming connected with hiring
or working for the railrocad or contracting with them, must have happened
here in the United States.

E: Mrs. Wong, do vou Know more or less what date wour grandfather crossed
into Mexico?

Wi Mo, 1 don't.

E: lould it have been in the 188057 18%0s? Prigr to what date do vou think
it would have been?

Wi Pricr to 1880.

E:r In the 1880s or prior to 18807

E: 0D.K. Did wvour mother ever tell wvou anything about wour grandfather’s
activities in Mexico or exactly what he did?

W: They had 3 hotel.

E: A hotel?

id: Mo, he had & series of hoteis.

E: A siring of hotels,

Wi And he traveled a lot,

E: here were ther located?

S
-

Guadalajara.
E: HMow, the string of hotels. Were they located along the railroad?
Wi Uh, huh. In those dars our hotels were jusi rooms and restaurants.

E: Mow do vou ¥now which railroad it was?

Wi No, sir.

E: Was it the railroad stretching from Mexico City to Juarez? Or could it

have been other side railroads?

Wi It had *to ke from Suadalsjara to Juarez.




s

“u

.

e

L ad
oy
o

-

But thai would have entailed different railroads hecause th

m

oie
stretches from Mexico City to Juarezr was kKnown as the Mexican Central

Failroad and there are other raiiroads that were buiit about the szame

time that are sort of railiroads that feed into the Mexican Central.
Where did he gain the capital to establish these Tittle hoteis? Do wou
have any idea?

I imagine he made guite a bit of money from the coolies that he brought

from China to build the railroads and when that was completed 1 guesz he

¥ in

L1 o]

started with one after ancther because when he established hims

]

by

Guadaiajara Mother told me that he built the +iret opera hous
Guadalajara and she wused to tell me that he used tg dress - top hat,
tails, and the whole bit, so he must have bDeen guite & ... .

Do wou have any idea where a man from China who comes over to the United

Steztes and Mexico and Peru contracting laborers, that he is influenced to

the point  that he acte in this manner, dresses in this manner, somewhat

of an aristocrat?
Well, he came from a wealthy family,

He came from z welli-to-do family, but apparently taken on western airs.
etl, he was ... I really don’t Kpow much about him but that I do
remember tha? she used to tell me that he dressed that wary 1 guezz Yo go
to the opera.

gut obviocusiy it's not the Chinese itradition at ail,

In China the rich people are quite sophisticated.

But vou are using the word “sophisticated® synonymously with western

dresg because the ancient regime certainly didn’t dress in top hat and

tails, did ther?

=
=
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Do wou know much elsze about your grandfather other than the fact thaf he
established hotels zlong the raiircad and imported coolie Tabor?

I don’t remember anvthing else. Do You?

Mre., Got, how about wou, Do rou have any recolisctions about what  wour
mother may have talked about in regard to your grandfather? What Kind of
a person he was?

Well, my conversations with my mother about mv grandfather I got the
impression that he came from a wealthy family and he was the tvpe of
perszon that were delving into the Chinese tradition.

das he from Peking?

He was from Canton. At a very voung age he left, migrated to Feru where

he married a Peruvian Indian woman, and when she died he went toc Mexico

T

which seems logical to me. #And then he married three times., The first

time it wss a Peruvian womeni the Aztec Indian woman; and the third wife

i
(11}

was 3 Spanish dancer he married during hiz travel
But rou all are decscended from the Aztec?

Yee. @énd he was a maverick type of person and led an exciting 1ife and

iked the +iner things and that accounted For hiz 4lambovant way of
dressing. He liked the showy Kind of 1ife.
What accounts for a3 man coming from Canton  suddenly becoming verw

Westernized and dressing as vou said a little while ago in top hat  and

tails and so forth? UWhere do wou think he took on these western airg?
I don"t think it's +taking on Western airs. He was a sort of Chinese

Columbus, He wasn’t szatijsfied to live within the confines ... .

But did pecple dress this wary in Canton? Did anvone dress thiz way back

it's wvery possible. There were many, not zo much missignariss, Lut




Wong, Bot, Leong

Eurcopeans that went into China and zeftled there and there were a Tot of

French, Germans...

=

E: Did wou ever hear vour mom say what lanquages vour grandfather spoke? 17

sure wou could make some logical assumptions.

G: eil, based on what I know about my mother, she just had a natural talent
for languages. She picked them up very rapidly. Her native language was,
of couyrse, Spanish, and until she started to school. Although she went to
school  in Mexico, she went to  an American missionary school and she
learned English there. Prior to that she ‘learned French because they
Tived in the hotel.

E: Did her father Know all those Janguages?

Z: Well, based on that, ! would zssume that she got this natural fiair for
Tanquages.

E: Did she sver talk about any particular encouragement he might have given
her as far as any education is concerned?

G: Mot really, but he did put her in a school so he ... .

E:r What were the circumstances under which he took another wife after wyour
mother”s mother?

G: Well, he met this dancer and she must have been a pretty exciting Kind of
a percon and he was traveling around the country and would be away from
home for jong pericds of time so that must have been one of thoss
situations where he met scomeocne ... .

E: Did he break ties with the woman in Guadalajara?

B:r Mo, He didn"t., But my mother always said that her mother died of a
broken nheart. #And che may have been in poor health, and this may have
been ... .

E: At what ags did vour mother come up to the border?




Wong, Got, Leong

G: 12137
E: To Juarez?

Gy 1%0%, 1 guessz, She first came to Juarez in 1709,

E: idhat were the circumstancez of her coming north?

G: Well, che had completed her schooling and as I recall her father had come
to Juarez, so she decided that she ...

£: Therefore her mother staved back there or had her mother passed away by
thie time?

G: Moo Her mather died before she sven started at that school. 3She was

very youndg.

E: ldhat did she do when she got to Juarez?

G: I suppose she lived with her father and her stepmother.
£: Do oany of rvou have any idea where she lived in Juarez?

Gi: Mo idesa.

E: Her stepmather was the Spanish dancer?

G:  ih huh.

£: Did she go to school in Juarez?

G: MNe. She went to school in ET Paso at the Palmore School.

E S0 she was taking business courses? Did your grandfather have any Kind of

businese in Juarez?

G: He apparently had come to Juarez on one of his business wentures but I
have no idea what Kind of ... . He was a very enterprising man and uvery
ambriticus, wou wmight say guote unguote a wheeler-dealer and 1 just feel
that he was & very ...rou Know one business he would become bored with it
and would go into ancther. ery wversatile and got into a 1ot of
different activities.

E: Mrs=, Wong, when did vou say vou were born?

8




Worng, Got, Leong

E: {hat are wour First recollections of 1ife here on the border? How oid

d: Well, I imagine I wacs arcund three,

3

E: lere wou liwving in Juarez”

Wy e were Tiving in Juarez and it was sort of a barric. You MKnow, it was
+o 8 had houses all around. They weren’t tenements. Marbe vou could
say they would be conszidered tepements now, but they were concidered

houses  thep, We had rooms all  arcund a3 courtvard with an cutdoor

E: ldere vou the eidect child? The first-born?

E:r What was your +irst Tanguage?

s ad
o

4t Spanish. Mo, Chinese. Th

b

1 Tearned Spanish., And then when I cCame

the United States I learned English.

XK

Who  taught wou Chinese or Spanish., Your mother taught »ou Chineze and

Spanish?

Wy Yes, My mother and father spoke Chinese tgo me.

E: twhere did vou ltearn Spanish?

Wy From the maid. Because she when to work early on.

E: Your mother? Where did wour mother work?

Wi Well, she worked in the movie house. She translated from English into
Spanish,

E: Which movie house? The sub-titles?

Wr The sub-titles., There was a movie house. ... There was La Garantia right

here, right acrozs the street from the plaza, and then there was a movie
house across the sireet, And dvenida Juarez, is that the sireet thatf goes

K




Wong, bot, Leong

up to the church?

Diez v Beisc de Septiembre? It was calied the Calle de Comercic back then.

41 Yeah., My father had a grocery siore on one corner and the movie house on
the other. She worked there and transtated,

irte?

in

E: Uhat do vou Know about your father’
Wy idell he came over real voungy his uncle brought him.
E: From where?
Wy From China?

E: idhere in China?

W: Hong Kong., I mean, Canton. He must have been very voung.

Z: This is Grace. He came over when he wase eleven rears old.
E: What else do vou Know about hiz formative vears?
Hr Mot much, You mean in China?

E: ldherever,
Ws I don't Know much about his formative vears in China. 0o wou?

L+ This is Herlinda Leong., He was the oldest

[}
It

on. In China during those
vears when they sent their oldest sons to the United States or Mewico, it
was to help the family earn money and bring it back. Since he waz the
cldest son he came with his uncle. The only thing I remember about those
veare was that cre of hisfiret jobs was a houseboy For & Family in
Mexico. He fold me that...

E: Do vou #now where in Mexico?

Lr It wmust have been Juarez. [‘m not sure. He told me that because he was
saring thaf one of the things he had to do was carry the baby and he

hated to do that so he would pinch the baby so it would cry and not go io

him. But that was the ¥ind of work he did when he First came.

ir

)]

"o

Do wou know when wour father was born?

14




Wong, Got, Leong

Gs This iz Grace. Lei’s see, he died in "3% and he was 30 .
E: S0 he wae born in about 188%. Do you 211 think his first Job was a3z a

houseboy here in Juarez?

G: This is Grace Got., One time he was telling me that when he first came
betore he got his first job, what happened was a relative or friend would
bring “em over and that would be it. They were an their own.

E: Where did he cross? Did he cross in the States? I mean come to the port

in the States?

[

He would have had to come through the United States and probably on intao
Mexico. 1 would say you are correct,

E: Why do vou sary that he would have had to come through the United States?
Because a lot of Chinese came in through Sonora, for example, through the

western, the Pacific coast.

G: I don't Know.

E: But vou do feel that he came to Juarez at an eariy age?
G: Yes, he did say that he was eleven vears old,

E: Do oany of vou Know what year vour parents married?

Thic is Josephine Wong., 5She was very voung. She was married at seventeen
or eighteen, wasn’'t she? Sa... she was very popular. In fact, there was z
feud going between my father’s family and ancther family because, of
course, when they got married they became very successful. And thic man
that owned the restaurant in Juarez wanted to marry her too and so ...

E: I+ wou are the eldest and wou were born in 1913, would it be logical to

assume that they were married a vear or two before that?
Wi Probably a vear before that.

E: 1912 +then? The revolution in Mexico had already started. Do vou ewer

-
[}

hear wour mom or dad talk about those vears of the revolution orior

i




Wong,
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Got, Leang

vour  birth?  The revolution started in 1710 and it first came to Juare:z
in Mav, 1911, and there was a battle. Do vour parents ever talk about
that at all?

I den’t rememier any part of that. Grace, do vou remember?

Mo, Onty that che told me about  that, wou Know, how there was a2
restaurant likKe these cantinas., Yilla used to send scouts in, vou Know,
ahead of the trocpsand one scout that she got to ¥now and he used to warn
her that they were coming., That would give her time to round up, wvou
1

bnow, not onty her own family...

The Chinese colony?

And get “em across and that's why I menticned the headiine about the
Chinese...
Did any of wou all get the impression from wour conversations that Villa

or an¥ of the other revolutionary factions disiiked Chinese?

1]

dhy then would there be z warning. Was the warning to »our mother not
because of the fact *that she was Chinese but becausze she was a

disinteres

17

ted party in this whole affair and didn’t want her to gQet hurt?
This iz Herlinda. I checked this story out with Chester Chope. She was
good friends with this one scout that you mentioned ...

This was ane of Villa‘s scouts?

—+
or
i
-t
W

Right. #And she said there was a cantina nextdeoor to the store and
how she got acgquainted with them because they would come into the store.
And cone time he told her how Yilla's coming in and he told her the date

and 1%t°s going to be a bad one and if there is any way vou can get your

tamily across the border at least for the duration of the battie, it
would be much safer. 5o she went to the Immigration and talled to zome

12
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ot fher friends there and told them and said, "I1°d 1ike to have permizsiaon

to bring my family and some of my pecple and 17171 guarantee vou that 1711

i
o
Ee

to it that they 11 come back after the battle." Bo they said, "Well,

I think they could arrange that., Just tell us how many people will come

across?" And she said, "COh, about 200.% And he said, "2007 Do rou  Know

(11}
1

what woutd happen i+ they saw 200 pecople going acrose the border? You'd
ztzrt a sztampede.” So finaliy they agreed that they could wait at the
border and after the first shot was fired they could go across but not

until after that. 5o she got the people and got them a&across. And  when

ther got across the border they were looking for some place to star. And

H
H

Hot

Py

iy

atew

g

she zaid the only hotel that would take them in was the

i

And they alwawvs felt wery, wvery close to them because they were the oniy
ones that would take them in .

Thev were the only ones that would take them in because thew were

Did any of wou sver hear your mother or father mention & gentieman named
Max ldeber who happened fo have been a German vwice-consul in Ciudad Juare:z
during this time?

Zhe mar have menticned him, but 1 don't remember names, vou Know.

I geti the impression if you say that vour mother was ...well, if she was
bold encugh to bring these 200 Chinece across the river, one gets the
impression  that she was pretty influential among the members of the
Chinese colony in Juarez., How do wou all explain this? What was there

abouf her position in Juarez that made her the unocfficial consul there?

Obviously because she had the command of the two languages and then later

1]
oy
m

oh masziered the Chinese language a

17, atter she married my father.
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E: Mrs. Wong, we were talking about your impressions of life here on the
border. [0 vou remember any of these episodes about croszing the bridoe

during the revolution at all?

W Mo, I was too woung. I must have been two and my brother was a baby.

E: By the way, who are wour ciblings? Who is not present here, brothers and
sigters?

Wi O.K. Starting at the taop: Tony, Antonio Chew; Wellington.

E: Can vou tell me something about their lives, more or jess, when they were

born, iF ther are =ti11 living and things Tike that,

43 My brother @Antonic Y. Chew was born the vear after 1 wasz, so that's 1714,

m

Wellington was born two wvears...

[y
e
(2
]

Grace Got. I was born in 1718, Wellingion was born in 1720, Charlie

E: These are the brothers and zisters that aren’t here?
G: Uk huh. Gloria was born in 1925 and Fred [inl 1727 and the roungest

brother Carlosz [inl 1732,

E: You were a1l born to the same mother and father?

G: Yes., Four bors, four girls,

E: Those brothers and sisters that vou have that aren’t here, what happened
to  them? What are they doing? dAre they still alive? Can vou tell me
something about their fortunes?

G: Tony is now a deputy for a consul in Los éAngeles, He finishsd school  at
the University of Southern California. Wellington has passed awar. He
Was an atiorney,

E: ldhen did he pass awar?

-

La

[0
W
b

¥ear, in Ootober and he ftook his taw training at Southern Methodist




Wong, Got, Leong

University, Tony also went to law school. Fred graduated as an engineer

from UTEP, got hiz master’s at Southern Methodist, and works +or LTV,

Gioria |

W

a graduate of Mill

(4

Coliege, in Cakland, Califorria, and is now

o

deputy director in the Bureau of Social Services in Los angeles. Carlos,

whao 1% the roungest, Tives in BSanta Monica. He manages 3 hotel,

restaurant-hotel.

E: Is he the only one of rou with a Spanish first name?

G: aAntonio, Herlinda, Josephinag, Graciela, Gloria. Frederico was named after
General Limon, was it? Seneral Limon was his god-father,

E: Your mother was a very strong influence, cobviously by having grown up  in
Mexico?

G: S0 was my father.

E: Did ¥ou ever have an inkling whether <che felt more Mexican or mare
Chinese?

G: A1l three,

E: She felt egually at home with any member...?

L: Un huh, and =o did we. #nd Jo and Tony, the first four. When Jo, Tony,
Grace, and Uellington first started school, we didn't speak cne word of
English., Only Spaniszh.

E: Mo Chinese?

G: Mo Chinese, lde learned that lTater.

E: Do wou all stii) speak Spanish? Have anv of wvou Tost the ability o

peak Spanish over the vears?

(51

(11}

L: e haven't Tozt the ability to speak Spanish., We have lost a lot of

vecabulary although most of us use it in our work.

i
et
11

that right? How about Thinese? Do vou use Chinese in vour work?

Ly Jo doe:

[

4
H
i
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Do a1l of vou speak Chipese?
A1 of us studied Chinecse since we were six rvears old.

behest of your mother?

I
—+
i
pouy
[} 4]

and my father.,
Did any of vou study in China?

Yes, all of us.

&471 of wvou studied in China?
fesg,

&t whose behest?

“4t1 both my mother s and father s,

binere in China did wou study?

Hong Kong., I stared in Canton for a few months.

dhat about Wellington?

He went to the University of Lingnan.

This is Herlinda., MHe was in high school then, so he went to the middie
schoot  that was affiliated with the University of Lingnan. That
University is now in Hong Kong,

Do vou all have a working Knowledge of Chinese before wou went to China?
Very Tittle,

How were vou treated by your fellow students?

Now this is my own personal experience, but I went to a French conuvent so
that I could study partly Chinese... .

So oyou did't really get thrown into the miliue?

Mot then. I would say that when 1 went China it was the first time that

[
-
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the full impact of being a foreigner. 1t was the +irst
time ihat 1 really felt the prejudice for... .

On the part of the Chinese against »ou?

1é




G: EBoth wars. Well, ... what happened was that it was the Ffirst time that I
got a 1ittle bit, not confused, but before I went to China I feit that
going there I would, for the first time 1°d  feel that 1 ... what I
really was. {4 course by that time my father was realizing that we had
missed cut on some of cur Chinese tradition and backKground., I wanted to
teel the Chinese part of me.

E: “You went to school where? In Hong Kong?

G: I went to school to the French convent in Hong Kong.

E: aAnd Mres. Leong, where did vou go to school?

-
oo

also went to the French convent in Hong Kong but I went to the
elementary school and it was all Chinese.

E: Mrs. Lecng, will vou characterize your time in Hong Kong az [inaudiblel
or find it trrving in any way?

Ly It was difficult in some re

(11}

pects because we went to school not Knowing

the language excep? in a2 very limited wav., e spoke a different dialect.
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nat understand evervihing

E: Mre. Wong, where did vou go to schogl?

W: ddhen I went, we had tutors because we were too old to go to school.
E: Buit this was in China?

W: Um-hum. In Hong Hong.

£: Where in China?

W: In Hong Kong.
E: Hong Kong.

Wdr It isn’t really China but she hired tutors and they would come to the

house,

18]

Tour mother hired tutors for vou? Did rour mother accompany wou?




Wong, Got, Leono

Um~hum, Either my mother ar my father would accompany us an this trip.

They'd take turns.

E: Ther’'d accompany all of vou?

Wy Mo, half of us would go with one and then the other half would go with
the aiher.

E: Gh.

1
]
-+
]
s
-3
(11}
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Wi e could only stay nine months becaus
Bt Uh-huh.

W It would take 22 davse or 30 darvs ito get back by baost,
E: You went by ship?

Wi Yeah, there were no airplanes, o we took a month to go and & month

-
w

come back. We only staved... .

T

bihen was the tast time that »ou 211 went to...

o]

[e3]

In 193¢ and we retuyrned in 1938, This is Brace Got.

im
-4
e
m

is prior to the invasion of Manchuria?

1]
]
Jos 3
b

hey had Just invaded and ... we came back. e had intended to star
tonger but we Knew it wouldn't be Tong before thev’'d be invading Canton
=0 my mother decided it would be wise to Jeave immediatelw.

Uh~hum.

m

fry]
)
)

! Boowe came back.

[a]

'

Mre. Wong, did vou grow up mostix here in El Paso?

W Uh=hum.

m

Where did vou go to school, in E1 Fasa?.
i#r  You mean high school or ...7
E: Mo, any school, Elementary, Junior High, High?

Wi First I went to Meil school. 1 don't imagine it7g there now. Then I went

o Morehead and then 1 went ic El Pasc High., OGraduated from E! Paso High

iz
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then 1 went to the University of Texas.

At Austin,

When wvou went to El Pasi by fiow many Chinese were there atiending?

[}
=
fin]

Uh, o,

a
13}
o

This is Grace. When Lun Kee was a semior, so when rou went in
freshman he was graduating. He was the only cone.
But ifhere had been a Chinese girl before me.

3o there were only two when ¥ou were going, Mrs. Wong?

I
3
[ 8
i
or
2
e §

est were mostly Angla?
anglo, Mexican,.., like this.
You remember what ratic there was of dnglo, Mexican,..?

There were mostiv Anglio be e all the Mexicans went to Bowie then.

m
§

au

i

0f thosze Mexicans that went toc E1 Pazo High, would vou characterize them

as being upper, middle or lower clase?

They were EI Pasoanz. Thew were all Tower-middie clase but not Tower
class.

How did wou find wour »ears at El Paso High? 1 mean did wou find them

pleasant? lhere there any instances of [prejudicel on sthnic grounds at
ail,

I only had one teacher that was prejudiced. The others were wuery,.. .I
had two that were preludiced., One was prejudiced in favor of Jewish kKids
and the other one was just plain prejudiced., 1 don’t Know how she was
about Mewicane but she was definitely prejudiced against me.

Because wvou were LChinsse?

I guess so. Howewsr, I was straight & pupil, so there wasn’t much =she




E: idhat wers the circumstances under which »ou went to the University of

Texas? How did vou...?
Wr Pick (t?
E:r Pick it?
Wr I don’t Know., T don’t know why I picked it but I wanted to go awar. It

was the closest school that I could go awar to.

E: M™Mrs. Leong, where did vou go to school, here in ET Pasc?

o
1

I went to Lamar School, then I went one semester to El Fasc Hich School

-
-

and then I went to Radford School,

E: You went to Radford? Kind of ritzy isn’t it?
Ly ldell,
E: For back then, even now.

L Um.

E: lWhere vou the only person of Chinese descent at Radford.

Lt Yes.

E: The other gals were from where.

Ly Most of them were from here in El Paso, there were some from Mew Mexico,

moet of them were ranchers’” daughters or girle that came from smail towns
where there was,.. .
E: Mavbe upstate Mew Mexico?

Ly Gallup, Albuguergue,

1

i
¥
'y

rta Fe?

5 a ¢
Ly There was one from Santa Fe. There were some from Hobbs.

LA

Did wou ever experience any Kind of discrimination because you were
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fid wou bave s good time there?

Wes, I really enjored it.

here did vou go to schoo! atter Radford?
I went to Mille college in Oakland.

How come wou went to southern Califormia.
I got a scholarship., ([Chuckles]

Let me..,. can I interrupt?

Sure,
This is Josephine Wong., The resson she went to Radford was Or., Templin

wze a Friend of my mothers zo when she died che calied me and wanted
Hertinda to go into Radford.

hen vour mother died.

Uh~hum, 5She said, "1t7e sort of a memorial to vour mother and 1°d  Tike
Herlinda to go.” Ohy, I had & fight on my hands with all the E! Paso High
teachers because we had all gone to ET Paso High., So I finaliy told Dr.

-

tempiin, "I really can’t sent Herlinda uniess I can send Gloria too.®

ot

zaid, "I realiy can’t afford board and room even with & scholarship.”
She said,"™Il right then, 171} accept both Herlinda and Gloria; they can

#at here, plus a scholarship and they can go home every night.?

Gh. my word,

Then when she got readr to go to college she got her a  scholarship with

Mitls.

Those must have been unique stipulations for you? Where vou all the only
anes aiiowed to go home at night then?
Mo, there were some othersz,

There were zome others?

Uh-hum,




Wong, Goi, Leong

G: This ie Grace. Herlinda graduated as the waledictorian at Fadford. e
had a choice of five colleges.

Ly Well, weah, but the scheolarship 1 got from Mills was a good scholarship.

E:  Um-hum,

L: It was really the hest one.

E: How azbout Wellington, what was his background? Wellington, where did he

gt to scheool?

e+
i

W 1 He went o school at Lamar then, he went to El Pasco High, then he went

to SMU.  He went to Texas A% first and then he went to  the <ervice,

When he

ame back, then he went to SMU, worked his way through SMU,

Plus, having 3 wife plus having a child.

[itx]
o

yid he ever talk sbout his mititary experience at all to you?

#

o
-

Po, but it must have been rough, He was in the Battle of the Buigs.
E: I get the impreszsion that you all were a rather lucky family in that »ou
were pretty well educated, vou apparently were highly motivated, vou all

did well in schocl, coliege educated, +traveled to China, spoke three

1
i

18

nguages  at least., Did vou ever mix with the Jower class people at 2117

Did wou ever had any cccasion to talk to them here in El Pasc?
Wr We had a wery unusual mother, because I remember every Sunday che’d take

gz to wisit people that,... these two Tittle old tadies...lo »ou remember

them? In that Tittle tenement? They were very poor and they were vuvery

m

cid but we’d go and she’d always have something for us to eat, I gues
that she did it e0 we would realize how Tucky we were and how the poor
peoplte  lived. She Knew people from all walks of Tife and encouraged us
to help the poor. Bhe taught us... for that to be our way of 1ife since

we were so Tucky we should help people that couldn’t help themselues,

This 1= Herlinda. It was more than Jjust teaching us wars we jook

P
22
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at...because a1l the people that worked in our stores were like part of

In vour stores, Uhich sztores?

The grocery stores,

Weli, 1 only remember in E} Faso. But everyone who worked in the store
was a personal friend, a part of the family. They came to our homej we
still Keep in touch with them and there waz really no distinction among
pur friends as far as economic status or their level of employment. They
were just close friends.

This is Grace, It wasn’t sc much that she taught us, she exposed us tao
all the levels of economic status that we experienced in ocur familv. When
my father and mother were first married they were very, very poor. So we

started with that group of people, socic-economic group of people, and

a
it
in

they advanced and became more soivent and continued to Keep up the
friendships they had made in the early vears, They alwavs took us  and
gxposed us to... the part of our Tife. It wasn’t so much that she wanted
us to see how they Tived but she didn’t want us to forget, you Know, that
way of Tife,

Where did you a1l live in the 20s and 30¢? What part of ET Paso?

[N

in the 20

(11}

., early 20s we must have lived in the back of the store.

blhere wzas the store Tocated?

(]

At [inaudibiel and Stanton. e first came over in 1921, that I remember,

Thizs ie a definitive move,.
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and ‘then...remember

From Juarez, ves., e first moved into River
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gxt door, and then we moved to the house
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the... mnot 501, bBut
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sehind the Mew China Grocery MNumber One which was Jocated on Stanton
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E: 5o evervthing gravitated arocund south EV Paso, far scuth E1 Pasc.
H: CLorrect.

E: Was this alwars ifrue? Up until the time rou all Jeft China?

H: es.

£r In California, have vou a3ld have occasion to talk about wour experiences
growing up, to Mexican friends?

H: Yes,

E: What do they find about all this? dAre ther surprised? Do you find them

surprised that people of Chinese descent should have come from this part

[
(11}

there no

i
or
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m
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of cuntry and have that kind of an upbringing.

particuiar reaction?

Mo, uh.o...

s
e

I

Mrs. Got is

w0
™
i
]
=
pue }
o

G: Well if it's Spanish speaking people.,. there are many Mexicans that came

trom EV Paso.

E: Sure, surs,

G: ...though Juarez. S0 it isn’t that we found many people that Knew my
parents, and knew of cur stores because...vou Know, a greater... .

E: Ewen cver there.

Gi Oh wes, a greater part of our business was our Juarez trade.

E: But those people who didn’t Know sbout the El Pasc experisnce are they

0

urprised to find out about the fact that vou Knew Spanish, the fact that
¥ou Knew EV Pasc so well, and so +orth.

Lt Thi

W

iz Herlinda, I found alot of people that don’t expect to hear me
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of Mexican +riends:

Fo wou handle any slang at ali?

Um...l Know some, veah.

Mrs. Wong, how about vou.

Ohy well ... I talk to Mexican people all the time in my office.

in Spaniceh?

In ESpanish. Howewver, I guit speaking Spanish to them when I discovered
that some were insulted if I spoke to them in Spanish.

Well, that’z another question,

{General laughter]

Pow this is Grace Got, again. Now your question was do we handle anw

siang? This we weren’t permitted to, by mr mother, because her ZSpanish
waz excelient and eghe didn’t want us to corrupt our  Spanish, But  ws

heard it and the first opportunity we had to use it, it was Kind of fun
to ouse 1t. e were very much aware of it, The peoplie that I found that
are more surprised are the ones that come from other parts of Mew Mexico
or from South America or other countries., But I“ve alwavzs found the more
¥ou communicate with them in Spanish then, I find immediate acceptance.

This concludes my interview with Mre. Wong, Mre. Got, and Mre. Leong.

ot interyiew
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