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A lejandra Garcia Andrade, Lucia
Irene Mufiiz Ortega, Susana
Chavez, Yolanda Ramirez Castorena,
Guadalupe Dorado Rojas, Yara Eliset
Zavala Arellanes, Graciela Soto Meza,
Rosa Julissa Delgado Chavez, Tania
Elizabeth Flores Monreal, Maria Her
melinda Venegas Orona, Arisbeth Rico
Ramirez, Esmeralda Castillo Rincon,
Paloma Angélica Escobar Ledezma, are
among the hundreds of girls, students,
mothers, and women whose families are
still waiting for justice in Ciudad Juérez.

This issue is dedicated to you—to the
many who were killed while sleeping,

to the many who were kidnapped while
going through their usual routine at work
or school, to the ones who were dancing
and having fun at night with their friends,
to the many who were raped and left like
garbage at the side of the road, to the
many families still hurt by the inaction
and neglicence of authories that have
left a traumatized community, to you,
reader, still mourning your daughter,
friend, cousin, mother, aunt or girlfriend.

As a woman living in Cd. Juarez,
México, | feel devastated by knowing
| was born and raised in a commu
nity that legally values a cow more
than me. As the new editor-in-chief, |
feel compelled to help and share the
stories of these women, who studied,

who worked for the community, who
were in love, who were just living
their lives.

This issue shares a story about the
efforts of Cd. Juarez to address the
issue of femicides. Reporter Claudia
Hernandez interviewed family mem
bers of victims, and gives a historical
background of the border efforts toward
gender violence. She also describes
how Red Mesa de Mujeres deals with
these cases on a daily basis.

Reporter Alyssa Cardona talks about
how a Colombian dancer is approach
ing feminism from the perspective

of dance, improvisation and theater
performances. Highlighting her advoca
cy work on the border, Alyssa tells the
story of how UTEP professor Sandra
Lopez is trying to change the feminist
narrative by showcasing the sisterhood
of El Paso-Cd. Juarez through works
like Braiding Borders.

This issue also covers females in
sports with reporter Elenie Gonza
lez, who focuses on how male stu
dent-athletes have statistically more
opportunities to get to the profes
sional level than women. She reports
about how advertising, funding and
societal roles are all connected to
women’s sports.

Speaking of societal roles, my story focuses
on couples from both sides of the border
that defy the tradition of women staying at
home while men work and provide for the
family. | interviewed the Kelleys and the
Valles to tell the other side of this tradition
as both women in these marriages work
outside the home to sustain the family.

This magazine wouldn’t have been
possible without the collective effort from
the Minero staff, without the intensive
debates on every topic for this issue and
without the constant input and trust of
every member and for the interviewees
for relating their past experiences as
victims of social prejudice, discrimination
and, of course, femicides. We hope you
enjoy our issue as every member of
Minero made a significant and personal
contribution on behalf of feminism.

To the women who are reading this, we
hope to give you substantial information
for you to go out and not settle, to dare
others to think differently and to not

ever stop claiming what is ours by right m

Grecia Sanchez

O
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Los visiones sebte lo vida db hogat

gurante la década de 1940,

el rol femenino comenz6 a cambiar
cuando las mujeres tenian que
hacerse cargo del trabajo de sus
maridos mientras éstos estaban al
otro lado del mundo defendiendo
sus patrias durante la Segunda
Guerra Mundial.

Cocineras, nifieras y mucamas se
convirtieron en doctoras, abogadas,
policias y cientificas en cuanto se
quitaron el mantel y se pusieron sus
batas de trabajo, sus calculadoras
en mano y sus estetoscopios.

El reproche social surgi6 al mo
mento del retorno de sus mari

dos. Cesar Rossatto, profesor de
educacion en UTEP, originario de
Brasil, dice que histéricamente, los
hombres han sido educados para
ser quienes provean en la casa.
“Estos rollos han cambiado y siento
que los hombres hoy que no son
capaces de entender a las mujeres
modernas, entran en depresion,
tienen problemas serios porque es
tamos entrando en un mundo mas
tecnoldgico, mas industrializado”,
Rossatto dice.

Las historias de Manuel Arturo
Valles y Marcela Gaytan Parra, jun-
to con Michael y Denise Kelley nos
muestran una realidad diferente a
los roles de género de hoy.

Desde hace cinco anos, el ma
trimonio de Marcela y Manuel
cambi6 radicalmente, de manera
que ella lleva el sostén de la
familia mientras que su
esposo desempena

el papel de amo de
casa.

P

]};wa: Jaur@tr D& Qa %a/

Marcela, quien estudié una licencia
tura en contabilidad en la Universidad
del Tecnoldgico de Ciudad Juarez, se
cas6 con Manuel, quien no terminé
la preparatoria, en marzo del 2003.
Para agosto del mismo afo, nacio

su primera hija Sol, actualmente de
13 anos, y después naci6 Teresa,
actualmente de 7 afos.

Marcela dice que, debido a los
largos horarios de oficina de
ambos padres, la falta de apoyo
por parte de su mama para
cuidar a sus hijas, y la posibili
dad de brindar un mejor salario
debido a su educacion fueron
los factores definitivos para

que ella trabajara en vez de su
marido. “Casi siempre habiamos
trabajado los dos juntos, pero
luego ya teniendo hijos empieza
a ser un poco complicado quien
los cuide”, Marcela dice. “Lo pu
simos en una balanza y dijimos
‘pues, yo tengo la posibilidad
de ganar mas porque terminé
una carrera’ entonces ya, asi
fue como decidimos que él se
quedara en casa”.

Manuel dice que de

entrada no le gustaba la
idea y que todavia no se
convence del todo. Pero
asegura que al fi
nal se

%Wwﬁm OQA‘“&@ H“W’VQ“

tuvo que “cambiar el chip”. “Tam
bién uno crece con la idea de que
uno tiene que trabajar y pues asi
te vas formando. Ya si no es en tu
casa, pues la misma sociedad asi
te va (formando)”, Manuel dice.

“Entonces asi es, pero tu solo te vas
convenciendo ‘pues si no, cémo?’y
luego ya vuelves a pensar ‘pues si y
luego yo no gano lo que ella y pues
no manches’y pues ya, cedes”.




Marcela Gaytéh Parra

Fue entonces, cuando Michael |
decidio estudiar la maestria de
informatica en UTEP,Sinembar
go, termin6‘cambiande:su carrera
por la deperiodismo enfocado a
deportes debido a que sentia que
podia hacer mejores cesas que
quedarse a “programar todo el dia”.

v Desde su salida del-ejército, Mi

chael.no ha vuelto a trabajar. Para
aliviar los gastos de la casa y
escuela, Michael s6lo ha recibido

Al otro lado de la frontera,
Michael Kelley, estudiante de
tercer afio en la carrera de
periodismo en la Universidad

de Texas en El Paso, conoci6 a
Denise en su ultimo,empleo en el
ejército cuando ambos estaban
en Kuwait. Dos afios después,
decidieron casarse en 2011 y
actualmente tienen cuatro hijos;
Kenneth, 11, Michael, 6, Gavin,
2, y Amiyah, que acaba de nacer
en noviembre.

Después de salirse del ejército,
Michael se gradué de UTEP en su
primera licenciatura de estudios
multidisciplinarios en 2013. Aun
asi, se retras6 en su busqueda/de
trabajo por enfocarse en su deseo
de jugar futbol americano profe
sionalmente y por haber perdido
dos afos en el proceso de con
tratacion de la Oficina de Aduanas..#
y Proteccion Froqteriza enel}r Ji f"f
al final, no fue seleccionado. “Me
sentia un poco mal porqt‘]‘é pasé
por todo lo-de-la-€scuela y lo »
del futbol americano no se dio”,
Michael dice. “Nadie me estaba
contratando. No_podia conseguir
trabajo ni en‘Target”.

ingresos por parte de préstamos
escolaresy su compensacion
militar del 80 por ciento de disca
pacidad relacionada con el servicio
que, él asegura, ayudd mucho.

hlslagias pot sypetar

Bl profesor Rossatto dice la mascu

linidad en la frontera es influenciada
en gran parte por la cultura latina.
También menciona el problema del
machismo y la masculinidad son
estructuras sistematizadas que
promueven a los hombres y dejan a
las mujeres detras;-cuando, segun
él, deberian de estar balanceados.
“Si ta vas a América Latina, muchos
hombres esperan que la mujer te
cocine-y.te sirva, y aqui en El Paso
estamos como en una ‘twilight zone’
gue si, que no”, Rossatto dice.
“Pero otras regiones, yo creo que
se aprende mucho en esa cultura la
individualidad, la autosuficiencia. En
otros paises, los nifos se quedan
muy%pendientes de la familia”.

Seguin Marcela, ella se crio con

SR
mujeresique han tenido que hacerse
cargo de su propia familia y salir

adelante solas. Sin embargo, recalca
que la ideologia machista sigue
latente no tanto por la familia sino por

la cultura que ‘se viene arrastrando’.
“Yo nunca senti que la cosa deberia
ser asi, 0 sea yo siempre he visto,

no sélo conmigo sino entre mas, que
puede ser pareja la cosa, que pueden
luchar los dos, no tiene que ser como
la gente dice que deben de ser, y méas
bien como uno se sienta a gusto y
como le funcionen las cosas a uno”,
Marcela dice.

Para Marcela, es dificil entender
cuando una mujer estudia para que
el hombre la mantenga. “Lo correc
to es ser equipo, 0 sea no que el
hombre mantenga o que la mujer
mantenga, saber ser un equipo,
como funcione ese equipo, del lado
que quieran poner a los jugadores”,
Marcela dice.

Por parte de Michael, dice que
su esposa Denise lo ha hecho
ser mejor hombre por ensefarle
a cocinar, ensenarle a cambiar
pafales y ensefiarle de paciencia
con los hijos, cosas que Michael
no aprendi6 en su casa. “No
estamos enfocados en los roles
de género tradicionales o lo que
la sociedad pueda esperar. Lo



que pasa en mi casa, nadie vive
en mi casa, eso es entre yo y mi
esposa”, Michael dice. “Hacemos
lo que debemos hacer para que
nuestra familia esté bien”.
Denise explica en su familia no
fue intencional la manera de.aco
modarse porque ella y su esposo
hicieron lo que trabajara mejor
para ellos.

“Para que un matrimonio-funcione,
ambas pa‘rte's tienen que tener la
oportunidad de crecer, tener sus
propios suefios/y hacer algo que
amen”, Denise dice. “También
creo gue el ejército me dio hin
capié a pensar que mi esposoy yo
somos/iguales como pareja. Estar
en ese mundo por tanto tiempo
sin etiquetar a hombres ni mujeres
sino‘soldados;-uno tiende a perder
ese sentido de roles”.

Marcela y su esposo aseguran
que han recibido fuertes criticas
hacia su situacién y en muchas
ocasiones, han resultado en pe
leas fuertes.

Manuel dice muchas personas
critican porque no es su situacion y
es muy diferente a estar viviéndo
lo. “Cuando oyes la palabra ‘amo
de casa’;todo'mundo te dice ‘ay,
pinche mantenido’ o esto o lo otro”,
Manueﬂﬁce. “Entoneces cuando
empiezas a decir ‘no, yo voy a
quedarme en la ¢asa y ellava a
trabajar’; te dicé/n ‘no pues que

| fregon, ya fregaste’, es lo primero

'~ que te dice todo 'mdh‘c‘io," H

L\

Por parte de Marcela, las criticas
han sido principalmente por parte
de su madre. Dice que la reaccién
fue de inmediata critica y que su
mama asegura que Manuel ‘le
tiene lavado el cerebro’. “No la
hago entrar en que abra los ojos
y que vea que por lo menos me
funciona, que asi estamos bien,
que ella no me apoyé en realidad
para que lograramos un objetivo,
entonces fue la alternativa que
usamos”, Marcela dice.

Ambos concuerdan que es dificil
luchar contra el mundo pero que no
necesitan el permiso de nadie. Por
otro lado, Denise dice su matrimonio
es de dos y de Dios. Asegura que
para que un matrimonio funcione,

la pareja tiene que protegerse de
demasiadas influencias externas.
“Nosotros normalmente nos sen
tamos y decidimos lo que es mejor
para nuestra familia y lo presenta
mos a ambos lados de la familia”,
Denise dice. “De esa manera no
hay confusioén. Ellos saben que
hemos tomadoe,nuestra decisidon
juntos y, mas importante, es la
decision final’,

no ha recibido ningiin comentario
negativo por parte de \nadie. “No
sotros no-hemos tenido ninguna
critica honestamente. Nadie dentro
de nuestra familia, o incluso estoy
pensando en-es que estan fuera
de la familia, que hayan dicho
connotaciones negativas de ‘tu es
posono ’tra;z'iétja, ¢vas a dejar que
blahvblah;?{. i i 3 por

 parte de amigos’, Michael dice.
pa} de qmlg i i
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Ambos dicen que ahora sus
amigos vienen a ellos buscando
consejos de matrimonio.

Desde que empez6 a ser amo de
casa, Manuel siempre se ha ofreci
do formar parte en las actividades
escolares de ambas hijas. Cuando
Teresa estaba en kinder, Manuel
llegd a ser Presidente de la Junta
de Padres.

“Vas a la SEP (Secretaria de Edu
cacion Publica), vas a los asuntos
que tienes que ir como presidente
y los inspectores, los maestros,
todos, a mi me decian mucho ‘si
es dificil ver a un sefior que venga
a dejar a su nifo, es imposible un
sefior que se mete de presidente”,
Manuel dice.

El recuerda una situacién en
donde la maestra se tuvo que
disculpar con él personalmente
ya que habia “estereotipado”.
“De los primeros dias del kinder,
un nino lloré. Entonces le dijo la
maestra ‘no llore mijo, mire, ahorita
va a venir su mama. Ahorita todas
las mamas estan haciendo sopita
(y) los papas estan trabajando’,
entonces mi hija le dijo ‘sabe que
maestra, nomas que en mi casa,
mi papa hace la sopita y mi mama
trabaja’™, Manuel recuerda.

Después de eso, la maestra le hizo
saber a Manuel que habia sentido
una “cubetada” y se habia quedado




pasmada porque “todo mundo lo
estereotipamos”. “Yo he oido miles
de mitos. He oido que el hombre
que cocina es gay, he oido que el
hombre que no trabaja es un hue
vén que no tiene ganas de trabajar
y he oido tantas cosas”, Manuel
dice. “Pero, ¢qué les puedo decir?
Ojala y no tengan la necesidad de
hacerlo, porque el dia que si la ten
gan se van a callar muchas bocas”.

Cambios Phsillnes

Manuel dice que desde que es
amo de casa, Sol, la hija mayor,
sali6 en la lista del cuadro de honor
de su escuela. Marcela menciona

gjring the 1940s, the role of

women began to change, as they
had o take over the work of their
husbands, who were on the other
side of the world defending their
countries during World-War |l.

Cooks, nannies and maids became
doctors, lawyers, police officers
and scientists, but as their hus
bands came back, society wanted
women back inside of a house tak
ing care of the home and children.

Cesar Rossatto, professor of edu
cation at the University of Texas in
El Paso, says that historically, men
have been educated to become
the providers for their families.
"These roles have changed and |
feel that men today are not able to
understand modern women, they
get depressed and have serious
problems because we are entering
a more industrialized and techno
logical world," Rossatto says.

Rossatto says border masculinity
is largely influenced by the Latin
culture and that the problem of
machismo and masculinity are sys
tematized structures that promote
men to leave women behind.

The stories of Manuel Arturo Valles

el ingreso mayor, convivencia dada
por la personalidad de Manuel, y la
seguridad como otros beneficios.
“Les beneficia a las nifias en que lo
vean normal, en que lleguen en un
futuro y no vayan a creer que las
cosas tienen que ser de una sola
forma, pueden ser de la forma en
la que ellas decidan”, Marcela dice.

Para Sol, la hija mayor de Manuel y
Marcela, sus papéas son un ejemplo
a seguir porque le ensefian que

las mujeres pueden hacer algo
ademas del trabajo en la casa. “En
mi casa es igualdad, no importa si
mi papé trabaja o mi mama trabaja,
ambos hacen algo para cuidarnos”,
Sol dice.

Sh Brief

and Marcela Gaytan Parra from
Ciudad Juarez, México, along with
Michael and Denise Kelley from
El Paso, Texas, show how gender
roles have changed over time,
especially on the border, and how
these families have adjusted to
those changes.

Marcela says the possibility of pro
viding a more stable way of living
because of her college degree
was one of the biggest factors for
taking up the provider role over her
husband. "We both used to work at
the same time, but having children
makes it really hard for the both

of us," says Marcela. "We thought
about it a lot and | said 'well, | have
a higher chance of earning more
money because | completed my
education,' so it was decided that
he would stay at home."

Manuel says he’s still'not entire

ly convinced at acknowledging
himself as a stay-at-home father;
but that he had to change his views
on gender roles in order to give his
family a better future.

Marcela and her husband say

they have received strong criticism
about how they decided to run their

10

En el caso de la pareja californiana,
una de las primeras cosas que
Denise le dijo a su esposo, Michael
recuerda, es que ella lo apoyaria en
todo lo que él quisiera hacer en su
vida porque creia en él. “Porque tuve
una esposa que me apoya mucho,
pudimos manejar las situaciones
dificiles”, Michael dice. “Pudimos ser
buenos padres; pudimos asegu
rarnos de que los nifios estuvieran
bien cuidados; nos aseguramos de
que hicieran su tarea; que la comida
siempre estuviera en la mesa; ase
gurarnos de que tuvieran estupen
dos cumpleanos, navidades, y'dias
de gracias’e

marriage. They say these kinds of
negative comments have caused big
fights between their family members
and them. "When you hear the word
'house husband,' everybody starts
saying ‘oh, you’re a lazy man and
your wife has to take care of you,™
Manuel says.

Michael says his wife Denise has
made him a better man because
she has taught him how to cook
and change diapers. "We're not
focused on traditional gender roles
or on what society expects from us.
What happens in my house stays
in my house," Michael says. "We
do what we have to do to make our
family happy.”

Denise says that fighting against
people who don’t understand
how gender roles have changed
is hard, but that it doesn’t matter
what other people say. She says
that communication and commit
ment from both sides are enough
to make a marriage work. "For
a marriage to work, both parties
need different kinds of opportuni
ties to grow, they must have their
own dreams and do something
that they love,” she sayse



Living the

Dream

Going from Student-Athlete
to Professional Athlete

By: Elenie Gonzalez w Photography: Gaby Velasquez wm Design: Alejand

There are several stu
dent-athletes at the University
of Texas at El Paso who have
gone on to the next level of
their athletic career, including
five in 2017. Two of those ath
letes are playing in the NFL,
one of them is playing profes
sional basketball overseas,
and the rest are track and field
stars running professionally for
Nike and Adidas. Two of these
five athletes are female, which
brings up the question—is it
more difficult for a female to
break into a professional sports
career than it is for her male
counterpart?

There are five men’s teams in
UTEP Athletics compared to
the nine women’s teams, but
there are significantly more
male student-athletes compet
ing than women. With a total
of 265 student-athletes at the
university, 154 are men and
111 are women.

Lily Downs, a junior who is on
the women’s golf team, moved
to El Paso from Kirklevington,
Yarm, U.K., hoping the move
would better her golfing skills.
Having hopes of becoming a
professional golfer one day,
she knew that her chances
would improve if she continued

playing competitively in the
United States.

“l was so relieved when | was
recruited to UTEP. Univer
sities back home are more
centered on academics and if
| went to university there,

1 100 percent would

have quit golf,” Lily

says. “Once | was

recruited, | was like

‘yes, | can do this. |

can play golf every

single day, | can get

better and | can still

get my education.”

Lily has been playing

golf since she was 10

years old. After her father

took her to a driving range for
a weekend family outing, she
was instantly hooked after dis
covering she could hit the ball
quite well. She received some
lessons as she continued to
develop her talent for the sport.
Her ambition to play grew and
she set her goals on becoming
a professional golfer. “When

| was younger, | really badly
wanted to be a professional,”
Lily says. “As | got older, reality
sort of set in on how much you
have to work for that to happen.
| definitely still want to do
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Lily Downs

Tamara Seda

Jakeira Ford

it now, but | have a lot of work to
do before | get there.”

Tamara Seda and Jakeira
Ford, both players for the
women’s basketball team, also
aspire to go to the next level.

Tamara, the 6-foot-4 forward
from Maputo, Mozambique, has
become a dominant force for the
Miners. She ranked second in
rebounding in Conference USA
during the 2016-2017 season.
As the only senior on the team,
she is thinking about the future
as she hopes to break into the
professional leagues.

Kevin Baker, the new head coach
of the team, says she is one of his
players who has the talent to go
pro. “We have several people on
our team right now that are cer
tainly good enough to play at the
next level, and ‘T’ is one of them,”
Baker says. “She can play profes
sional basketball somewhere.”

Tamara hopes to play overseas
if the opportunity allows her to
make it there. “Since it’'s my
last year, | want to go pro. Not
everyone gets there because
they didn’t get the opportunity,
but | definitely want to play in
Europe if | can.”

Baker has the confidence that
more of his players can play at
a professional level. “We’ve got
some younger players, that in a
couple of years, if they develop,
they’ll be able to have their op
portunities to play professional
basketball as well,” he says.

Jakeira, a sophomore on the
team, has dreamed about going
pro since high school. She hopes
to one day play in the WNBA like
her role model Candace Parker of
the Los Angeles Sparks. “l can say
it's a dream, playing at least in the
WNBA or overseas,” Jakeira says.
“I've thought about it since | was in
like the ninth grade.”

Blessing Okagbare, a former
sprinter and long jumper on the
UTEP’s track and field team, has
been running professionally for
Nike since she graduated from
UTEP in 2010. She says the
opportunities to go pro are equal
for both men and women. “It just
depends on the person and their
priorities. A lot of women excel
and are even more successful
and are taken more seriously
sometimes than men, even if we
get paid less,” Blessing says. “As
a woman, | don’t feel any pres
sure and | don’t think (of) myself
as less than a man. | feel like we
all have equal opportunities, it
just depends on the individuals
and how you want to use those
opportunities.”

Blessing has competed in the
last three Olympic games. She
took home a bronze medal in the
long jump in the 2008 Summer
Olympics in Beijing at just 19
years old. Although she didn’t
win a medal in the 2012 Lon
don Olympics and the 2016 Rio
Olympics, she continues to run
international competitions, repre
senting her country, Nigeria.

Despite her success, she ac
knowledges an important issue.
Female athletes often face mea
surable pay disparities. According
to Summit Hoops, a database for
WNBA salaries, Sylvia Fowles,
who was named the 2017 Most
Valuable Player by the WNBA,
made $109,000 that same year,
making her one of the highest
paid players in the league. The
data by Summit Hoops also shows
that the salaries for WNBA players
in 2017 were as low as $40,439 for
a rookie player.

The salary seems striking
when compared to players
from the NBA G League. Ac
cording to ESPN, Rasheed
Sulaimon earned $543,471 in
2016-2017 with the Charlotte
Hornets, yet he played with




“1f 1 go home and let’s say I finish basketball at the
college level and | don’t go pro, then people are

going to think that | didn’t do anything important

with my life,”

- Tamara Seda, UTEP women’s basketball team

the NBA G League affiliate the
Greensboro Swarm.

According to the NCAA, the proba
bility of competing at the professional
level in basketball is less for women
with 0.9 percent versus 1.1 percent
for men. Also, the data collected by
NCAA in 2016 shows that 18,684
men played college basketball com
pared to 16,684 women.

Baker, who has been coaching
women for 24 years, says that
over time, it has become more
difficult for anyone, let alone
women, to break into a profes
sional career as an athlete.

Some of the other challenges
that women face have to do
with attention, or lack thereof,
garnered by fans. According
to the NCAA, the average
attendance for a women’s bas
ketball game in the 2016-2017
season was 1,509, while men
saw an average of 6,400 fans
at each game.

There is no clear answer as to why
this happens, but Tamara believes
that it is something that should be
acknowledged because low atten
dance numbers may equal lack of
support. She says that if there is
lack of support, it can create a barri
er for women to have the opportuni
ty to become a professional athlete.

“Society already plays a huge role
in the participation of women, just
SO women can be seen as great
and having a great presence,”
Tamara says. “Attendance for
example, in a professional game,
it’s like way less people watching
women play than the men. So that
already plays a huge role-society
has to encourage more women to
grow in that field.”

N

Another challenge that women
may face from society is the
pressure to focus on family over
career. However, this may differ
in the sports world, as Lily and
Blessing say, they have not felt
that pressure from society or
even from their families.

“It’s definitely, | think, the oppo
site. My mom is the one telling
me to focus on myself and every
one else comes second basical
ly,” Lily says. “She tells me that
if | want to be good at golf, then

I go do it myself, if | want to be
good at school, | go do it myself.
It’s a bit of character building to
help you become independent.
But they don't force anything on
me, they would rather see me
accomplish my goals, before any
of that.”

Blessing, who is married to Ni
gerian soccer player Igho Ote
gheri, says she does not feel the
pressure from either society or
her husband. “It’s a little hard for
women having a baby and com
ing back,” Blessing says. “I think
that’s what society actually looks
at, but other than that, if you're
married, then both spouses
should have an understanding,
and there shouldn’t be any pres
sure when it comes to family and
your career.”

For Tamara, although the perspec
tive might be different back home,
she says it is important to continue
working on your goals and not to
stop for any reason. She says that
if a woman decides to stop and
gives up something they’ve been
working hard for, knowing they can
continue, then society may see
them as weak, especially in her
home country.

T ]3*

“If  go home and let’s say |
finish basketball at the college
level and | don’t go pro, then
people are going to think that

| didn’t do anything important
with my life,” Tamara says. “But
if it were a man doing the same
thing, then they wouldn’t look at
them in that aspect.”

Despite the challenges, women
athletes coming out of UTEP have
been succeeding professionally for
several years and Blessing is not
the only UTEP female athlete who
has gone to the professional level.

Izabela Piekarska, who played
for the women’s basketball team
from 2004-2008, has a successful
run post-college. She was drafted
by the WNBA in 2008 and played
professionally in Poland for seven
years before returning to UTEP

in 2015 to assist former women’s
basketball coach Keitha Adams.

Kelly Parker, a former soccer
player at UTEP, has played in
several soccer clubs including
Atlanta Beat, F.C Indiana and Ot
tawa Fury. She also took home a
bronze medal with the Canadian
women’s national soccer team in
the 2012 London Olympics. Kayla
Thornton, an El Paso native, is a
current WNBA forward with the
Dallas Wings. Gerina Mendoza
Piller, a golfer from Roswell, New
Mexico, turned pro in 2007 and
joined the LPGA in 2010. She
recently competed in the 2016
Rio Olympics, representing the
United States.

Lily, who sees Gerina as a role
model and someone’s footsteps
she can follow, plans to move
permanently to the U.S. and
dedicate her time to achieving
her goal. She practices five
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“1 don’t think any woman should feel the pressure in
any way because you are a woman and you assume
that men are higher than you,”

- Blessing Okagbare, former sprinter and long jumper

for the UTEP’s track and field team

times a week or more, for four
hours a day and says that this
amount of practice time will get
her to become a good college
player, but it may not be good
enough to become a pro.

“The chances of it happening
are slim, but | know that if | want
it that bad, then | have to put

in a lot of time and effort,” she
says. “I’'m going to have to work
as hard as possible, but I'm also
being realistic and staying in the

Hay varios estudiantes atle
tas en la Universidad de Texas
en El Paso que han pasado al
siguiente nivel en su carrera
deportiva, incluyendo cinco en
2017. Dos de estos atletas es
tan jugando en la NFL, uno de
ellos es un jugador de balonces
to profesional en el extranjero,
y el resto son de atletismo que
compiten a nivel profesional
para Nike y Adidas.

Dos de estos cinco atletas son
muijeres, lo que nos lleva a la
pregunta, ;sera mas dificil para
una mujer entrar en el mundo del
deporte profesional a comparacion
de un hombre?

De acuerdo con la NCAA,

la probabilidad de competir

a nivel profesional en el ba
loncesto es menor para las
mujeres, con posibilidades de
0.9 por ciento frente al 1.1 por
ciento de los hombres.

Otros retos a los que se enfrentan
las muijeres tiene que ver con la
atencién, o falta de ella, por los
aficionados a los deportes. De

moment, and remember that |
have to also focus on things |
can do in college first, before |
can think about any profession.”

Blessing, who was recently
inducted into the 15th class

of the UTEP Athletics Hall of
Fame, says she knows what it
takes to achieve everything she
has. She says it takes a lot of
energy, strength, perseverance
and power to accomplish what
many athletes have done. She

En Breve

acuerdo con la NCAA, el promedio
de asistencia para un juego de ba
loncesto femenil en la temporada
2016-2017 fue de 1,509. Los hom
bres vieron un promedio de 6,400
aficionados en cada partido.

Tamara Seda, jugadora del equipo
de basquetbol femenil en UTEP y
quien aspira a jugar a nivel profe
sional, dice que las mujeres tienen
el talento para ser profesionales,
pero la falta de apoyo dentro y
fuera de las canchas no lo ha per
mitido. “La sociedad juega un papel
muy importante. La cantidad de
gente que asiste a los juegos feme
niles es muy bajo. La gente tiene
que alentar a las mujeres a crecer
en este campo”, Tamara dice.

Blessing Okagbare, una velocista
y saltadora de longitud en pista
para UTEP, ha estado trabajando
bajo un contrato con Nike desde
que se gradud6 de UTEP. Dice que
las oportunidades para ser profe
sional son iguales para hombres y
mujeres. “Como mujer, no siento
ninguna presion y no me siento
menos que un hombre. Siento
que todos tenemos igualdad de

. i

believes that women should not
give into any pressures set by
society or even themselves.

“Women are different, we're special,
we're blessed. | don't think any woman
should feel the pressure in any way
because you are a woman and you
assume that men are higher than you,
Blessing says. “l am driven by my pas
sion and that’s what | take into anything
I do. If you have a talent and you have
a gift, | think you should focus on that
and actually use it wisely o”

oportunidades. Sélo depende de
nosotros como atletas y de como
deseemos utilizar esas oportuni
dades. Independientemente de
€s0, creo que las mujeres son igual
de excepcionales que los hom
bres”, ella dice.

Otro reto que las mujeres enfrentan
es la presion de la sociedad para
formar una familia y dejar sus am
biciones y suefios deportivos atras.
Sin embargo, esto puede variar

en el mundo del deporte. Blessing
y Lily Downs, jugadora de golf en
UTERP, dicen que no han sentido
este tipo de presion, ni siquiera por
parte de sus familias.

Blessing dice que las mujeres de
berian de enfocarse en lo que ellas
sientan necesario para sus vidas y
no en sentir ningdn tipo de presion,
ya que, para ella, los hombres no
valen mas que las mujeres. “Me
dejo llevar por mi pasién y eso

lo llevo a todo lo que hago. Si tu
tienes un talento y lo sabes usar,
creo que deberias de centrarte

en eso y en realidad usarlo sabia
mente”, Blessing dice e




CIUDAD JUAREZ EN CONTRA DE
LOS FEMINICIDIOS: ,

/

Lo que los ciudadanos
reclaman

Por: Claudia Herndndez
Disefio: Nina Titovets

Ciudad Juarez, México, ha sido famosa
por los homicidios hacia mujeres, con
casi 400 asesinatos desde 1993 y sélo
un pufiado de casos que resultaron en
condenas. Debido a la impunidad, las
mujeres no han tenido mas opciones q
cuidar de si mismas.

- madre dice.

"Siento que las
familias que han sufrido lo
que yo he sufrido han sido
de mds ayuda que las mismas

autoridades”,

dice la madre de Roberta, 38, una victima
de feminicidio. Ella prefiere permanecer
en el anonimato porque teme la retribu-
cion de las autoridades.

Hace algunos meses, Roberta fue a traba-
jar a una maquiladora, pero ella no regres6
esa noche, ni las noches siguientes.

»

Cuando fuimos a hablar gon/las auto
dades, nos dieron a entender que no
se podia hacer nada al rq{specto”,vla'

Tras meses de intentar encontrar
alguna pista que resolviera el caso, las
autoridades contactaron a la familia,
diciéndole que el cuerpo de su hija
habia sido encontrado. “Cuando vi el
cuerpo, ni siquiera era el cuerpo de mi
nina, era el cuerpo de la hija de alguna
otra madre que aun tenia la esperan-
za de encontrar a su hija con vida”, la
madre de Roberta dice.

Hasta la fecha, el cuerpo de Roberta
sigue sin ser encontrado y la familia
aun tiene la esperanza de que algun

dia regrese a su hogar con vida. Como
este caso, muchos otros han quedado
impunes ante la ley.

Meéxico fue condenado por feminicidio
por la Corte Interamericana de Derechos
Humanos en 2009, por infringir el dere
cho alaviday el deber de no discriminar
en el acceso a la justicia. A pesar de
haberle llamado la atencion al gobierno,
los homicidios siguen aumentando.

El narcotrafico aparenta ser una de las
causas del aumento de feminicidios

en Cd. Juarez estos Ultimos afios. La
presidenta de la Comision Mexicana de
los Derechos Humanos, Maria Eugenia
Diez Hidalgo, dijo que las investiga-
ciones realizadas por la CMDH apuntan
a que existe una relacién entre el
narcotrafico y los feminicidios.



Diez menciona que muchos casos
han sido vinculados con el trafico de
personas normalmente practicado por
los carteles. Cd. Juarez, por su gran
extension territorial, y su cercania a la
frontera, hace que el trafico de perso
nas sea mas sencillo.

Segun la activista ltzel Gonzalez, inte
grante de la organizacién feminista Red
Mesa de Mujeres de Ciudad Juarez,

la mayoria de los feminicidios registra
dos en Cd. Juarez fueron a partir de la
guerra contra el narcotrafico realizada
por el expresidente Felipe Calderon.

“En 2010, hubo 304 asesinatos de
mujeres. En ese periodo registramos
una tasa de 60 feminicidios por cada
cien mil habitantes. La llegada de

los militares y federales invisibilizé la
violencia de género. Todo era el narco,
o atribuian los feminicidios a que las
mujeres andaban involucradas con el
crimen organizado”, afirma Gonzalez
en una entrevista realizada por el por
tal desinformémonos.org, una revista
semanal sin fines de lucro de comuni
cacion global.

Cuando la madre de Pedro Ramirez
desaparecié en 2016, la policia le dijo
que esperara 48 horas antes de poder
reportarla como desaparecida. Ramirez
no pudo esperar, sabia que cada
minuto era esencial. “Me contacté con
madres que sabia habian pasado por lo
mismo, y juntos fuimos con las autori
dades a exigir justicia”’, Ramirez dice.

Sin embargo, las autoridades no
pudieron hacer nada. Sin pruebas
fundamentales, el caso pas6 a una
lista de espera.

El cuerpo de su madre fue encontrado
dias después en un lote a las afueras
de la ciudad. Sin embargo, adn no se
sabe quién es la persona responsable
de este crimen. “Ahora entiendo lo que
es la impotencia, y no poder hacer
nada al respecto me ha quitado la tran
quilidad”, Ramirez dice.

Existen varias organizaciones juarenses
no gubernamentales cuyo propoésito es
brindar apoyo a las madres y familiares
de victimas del feminicidio como Nues
tras Hijas de Regreso a Casa, Justicia
para Nuestras Hijas, Casa Amiga, Red
Mesa de Mujeres de Ciudad Juarez,
entre otras.

La cultura del
feminicidio

Segun las feministas Dianna Russel y
Jill Radford, autoras de “Feminicidio:
la politica de la mujer asesinada” de
1992, el feminicidio se define como

“el asesinato mis6gino de mujeres por
ser mujeres”. Esta practica comprende
toda una serie de acciones y procesos
de violencia sexual, que van desde el
maltrato emocional y psicolégico hasta
el fisico.

A partir del boom de las maquiladoras en
Cd. Juarez en la década de 1970, hubo
un gran crecimiento demografico en la
ciudad. Muchas familias se mudaron a la
gran ciudad en busca de trabajo, opor
tunidades laborales y una mejor situacion
econdmica. Esto vino de la mano con el
aumento en
la actividad
criminal en la
ciudad.

En México,
la cultura
feminicida
es muy a
popular. |
Muchos

videos de

musica y peliculas
hacen énfasis al
supuesto rol de la
mujer en la socie
dad, creando un
estereotipo sumiso
hacia las mujeres
en la industria del entretenimiento.

En 2016, Gerardo Ortiz, un famoso
cantante grupero, cre6 controversia al
producir un video en el que se muestra al
protagonista quemando viva a su pareja
por serle infiel. La Fiscalia General del
Estado de Jalisco lo acusé de promover
la violencia contra las mujeres y se inicié
una investigacion en su contra. Como re
sultado, el gobierno mexicano prohibio la
distribucién de este video en los medios
de comunicacion.

Julio César Alvarez Montelongo,
famoso cantante mexicano del género
banda conocido como Julion Alvarez,
ha hecho declaraciones que muchos
consideran miséginas al decir que le
gustan las mujeres “que sean damitas”
y que sepan “agarrar un trapeador. Si
no, no me sirven”.
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Después de las acusaciones en con
secuencia a esa declaracién, Alvarez
respondi6 en una entrevista para el
periédico El Universal.

“Es cierto que me gustan las mujeres
que sean de casa y mas por mi trabajo,
me gusta que me atienda y que esté
dedicada 100 por ciento de un servi
dor”, Alvarez dice.

Alejandra Cartagena Lépez, viceco
ordinadora del Comité de América
Latina y el Caribe de la Defensa de los
Derechos Humanos de las Mujeres en
México, dijo que matar y desaparecer
a una mujer en México es una practi
ca normal. “Esto esta reflejado en las
canciones y toda esta publicidad donde
somos tratadas como objetos”, Carta
gena Lopez le dice a BBC Mundo en
una entrevista. o

-
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Mujeres han luchado en contra de las
acciones y comentarios mis6ginos
hechos por dichos artistas. Han organi
zado campanas en las redes sociales
concientizando a la poblacién sobre

la problematica. En Twitter, surgio el
hashtag #TeSirvodJulion, donde mujeres
amas de casa, profesionistas y estudi
antes han publicado fotografias con
carteles y mensajes para el cantante.

Red Mesa de Mujeres:
una luz al final
del tinel

La Red Mesa de Mujeres es una red
integrada por 10 organizaciones de

la sociedad civil comprometidas con
las mujeres.



Su mision es construir una cultura

de igualdad de género y se enfocan
en los ambitos de salud, educacion,
desarrollo comunitario, derechos
laborales y humanos y atencion a las
mujeres en situacion de vulnerabilidad.

Yadira Cortez, economista y profesora
de competencias en la Universidad
Auténoma de Cd. Juérez, lleva cinco
afios trabajando para la Red Mesa

de Mujeres. Siendo profesora, asistio

a cursos y talleres sobre derechos
humanos. Ahi fue donde se entero de la
Red y quiso involucrarse como volun
taria. “Siempre he luchado en contra del
machismo, encontré esta oportunidad y
me brillaron los ojos. Supe que aqui es
donde tenia que estar”, Cortez dice.

La Red Mesa de Mujeres se fundd en
2008, cuando las fundadoras Imelda
Marrufo, Itzel Gonzalez, Cecilia Espi
noza y Maria Elena Ramos, vieron la
necesidad de que hubiera una instancia
que haga andlisis de la problematica
respecto a la violencia. De ahi surgieron
varios ambitos, todos enfocados a la
defensa de los derechos de las mujeres.

Entre estos &mbitos estan los pro
gramas de defensa, ahi se atienden
casos de feminicidio y desaparicion. Se
les da una atencioén juridica y acom
pafiamiento psicosocial a las familias.
También esta el programa de monitoreo
que genera estadisticas y da segui
miento a los datos de feminicidio en
Cd. Juérez.

“Estos programas me han ayudado a
ver el lado resiliente de la situacién.
Cuando mi hija desaparecié, no sabia

ni por donde empezar. Estos programas
me han ayudado a informarme y saber
que hay gente que me acompanfa en los
procesos legales me da mucha tranquili
dad”, dice la madre de Roberta.

El programa de documentacion sobre
los derechos humanos de las mujeres
documenta casos especificos de
violacion a los derechos, especial
mente de defensoras de derechos
humanos. Por altimo, el programa de
las defensoras comunitarias se enfoca
en mujeres que son defensoras de los
derechos humanos de las mujeres, y
dan acompafiamiento a mujeres so
brevivientes de violencia en el proceso
de la denuncia.

Cortez dice el programa
de monitoreo ha permiti
do saber que al menos
90 mujeres fueron
.. victimas de feminicidio
n Cd. Juarez en 2017
(cifra oficial al dia de 19

* de diciembre del 2017).

"Hay que saber
todos los dere-
“chos para hacer-
los efectivos. Y
nuestro objetivo
es formar mu-
jeres defensoras
de derechos de
las mujeres, y
que éstas, a su
vez, se convier-
tan en defenso-
ras de otras en
su entorno"”,

Cortez dice.

A partir de propuestas creadas por
la Red Mesa, en Cd. Juarez surgi6
la idea de un centro de justicia para
las mujeres con el fin de garantizar
y proteger los derechos humanos de
las mujeres.

México cuenta con 29 centros

de justicia para las mujeres, y el
estado de Chihuahua es el Unico
estado que cuenta con dos centros.
Sin embargo, los casos son tantos
que estos centros no cuentan con
los recursos suficientes para cum
plir su propésito.

17

En 2010, se acercd un grupo de familias
juarenses pidiendo apoyo juridico.

Poco después, se les acompafio
juridicamente, para dar pasos firmes y
seguros. “Hemos tenido que decir en
algunas ocasiones que no, ya que no
contamos con los recursos humanos.
Si les decimos que si, generamos
expectativas que no podemos cubrir”,
Cortez dice.

Actualmente, la Red cuenta con

12 colaboradoras, dos de ellas son
abogadas que tratan multiples casos,
con juicios, a veces, al mismo tiem
po. “Tendriamos que tener un equipo
muy grande de abogados y abogadas
para esto. Se hace lo que se puede”,
Cortez dice.

Por un lado, la fiscalia tiene un exce
so de trabajo y muy poco personal.
Por otro, el gobierno del estado no
provee el dinero suficiente para la
fiscalia especializada de atencién a
delitos de género. Segun Cortez, no
lo consideran importante.

La Red Mesa, desde el 2009, da
acompafiamiento en la denuncia. En
los casos de algun sobreviviente de
violaciéon sexual, dan acompafiamiento
en todo el proceso que implica la nor-
ma violencia familiar, sexual y contra
las mujeres en el Diario Oficial de la
Federacion, la cual aplica la atencion
y prevencion para la violencia de las
mujeres en el sector de salud.

Evidenciar para
poder tomar acciones

Son multiples y diversas todas las
desigualdades sufridas por el simple
hecho de ser mujer. En 2016, Valeria
desapareci6 cuando iba caminando a la
tienda. Su cuerpo fue encontrado en un
terreno baldio con signos de violacion
y estrangulamiento. “No entiendo como
es que alguien puede hacer algo asi.
Mi hija nunca hizo nada malo, nunca
hizo nada para merecer eso”, la madre
de Valeria dice.

La madre de Valeria también dice que
nacer mujer te da mas posibilidades de
ser violentada. “No deberia de serlo,
pero lo es, y evidenciarlo es importante
para tomar acciones”.



Este fendbmeno trasciende fronteras, y es
objeto de estudio e interés para diversas
personas y organizaciones como la Red
Mesa de Mujeres, comprometidas en
terminar estas practicas y defender los
derechos de las mujeres.

Red Mesa registra un conteo de los femi
nicidios ocurridos en Cd. Juarez

+ 2010 al 2014—710

+2015—42

+2016—54

+2017—90
(Cifra oficial al dia de 19 de diciembre
del 2017)

“Si nos quieren apoyar, todo el apoyo
solidario es bienvenido, es buenisi
mo. Las familias requieren de todo”,
Cortez dice.

La Red Mesa de Mujeres en Ciudad
Juarez acepta donaciones tanto mone-
tarias como en especie e

Contacta a 1la Red Mesa
de Mujeres:

Facebook: Red Mesa de Mujeres de
Ciudad Juarez

Pagina Web: mesademujeresjuarez.org
Teléfono: +52 1 (656) 325 0727

Email: redmmj@gmail.com

Ciudad Juarez, México, is notorious for
its high number of female homicides,
with almost 400 murdered since 1993
and only a handful of cases have result
ed in convictions. Due to this impunity,
women have not had any other option
but to take care of each other.

“| feel that the families that have
suffered what | have suffered have
been more helpful than the authorities
themselves,” says the mother of Rober
ta, a victim of femicide. She wanted to
remain anonymous because she fears
the Mexican authorities.

In 2009, México was condemned for
these femicides by the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights for infringing on
women’s right to life and being derelict
in their duty of not granting their access
to justice. Despite this action, homicides
are still occurring.

Drug trafficking seems to be one of the
causes for the rise of femicides in Cd.
Juérez in recent years. Maria Eugenia
Diez Hidalgo, president of the Mexican
Commission of Human Rights, said

IN BRIEF

research done by the organization
points to a relationship between
drug trafficking and femicides.

“In 2010, there were 304 murdered
women. In that period, we regis
tered a rate of 60 femicides per
100,000 people. The arrival of the
military and federal authorities made
gender violence invisible. Every
thing was about drug trafficking,

or they attributed the femicides to
women who were involved in drug
trafficking,” said ltzel Gonzalez,

a member of the feminist organi
zation Red Mesa de Mujeres de
Ciudad Juarez, during an interview
for desinformémonos.org, a global
communications magazine.

According to Dianna Russel and Jill
Radford, authors of “Femicide: The
Politics of Women Killing,” femicide
is defined as “the misogynous mur

der of women for being women.”

The Red Mesa de Mujeres is a
network of 10 civic organizations
that are committed to women. Their
mission is to build a culture based on

18

gender equity. They focus on health,
education, community development,
labor and human rights and provid
ing attention to women in vulnerable
situations.

The network was created in 2008,
when founders Imelda Marrufo, It
zel Gonzélez, Cecilia Espinoza and
Maria Elena Ramos saw the need
for an institution that provided an
analysis to the problem of violence
against women. Cortez says the
monitoring program of the network
has allowed them to know that at
least 90 women were victims of
femicides in Cd. Juarez in 2017 (as
of December 19, 2017).

“These programs have helped me
see the resilient side of the situ
ation. When my daughter disap
peared, | did not even know where
to start,” says Roberta’s mother.
“These programs have helped me
to inform myself and knowing that
there are people who will accom
pany me in legal processes gives
me a lot of peacee”


http:desinform�monos.org
mailto:redmmj@gmail.com
http:mesademujeresjuarez.org

Dance improvisation leader
redefines rhetoric in the borderland

By Alyssa Cardona

)

When UTEP dance instructor
Sandra Paola Lopez Ramirez was
a young child, she kept pointing at
the place that would become her
life passion. With a smile on her
lips, she recalls the story behind
discovering the world of dance
during the time she grew up in
Bogota, Colombia.

“l was 4 and my mom says that
when we would drive from my
grandma’s house back home, we
would drive on the same street, and
| would always be pointing to the
window. | would always kind of tap

Design by Jacobo De la Rosa
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at the window and say ‘mommy |
want to go there.’ | was so insisting
that she decided to stop one time,”
Lopez says. “It was a ballet school
and what | was pointing at was this
big painting of a dancer, like a pull-
up garage door.”

Being raised in a middle-class
neighborhood by a loving and
privileged family, as Lopez
describes it, her parents had the
financial stability to cover the
costs of extracurricular activities
and she was always given the
freedom to explore other talents

Photography by Claudia Hernandez

such as martial arts, music, sports
and theater.

The education that Lopez received
paved the way for her to enroll in
the study of arts. In Colombia, chil
dren go the same school from K-12
and share eight hours a day with
the same students. “The people |
grew up with are like my brothers
and sisters, we literally grew up to
gether and the ties and the support
found there were incredible and
last till this day,” Lopez says. “My
school was very centered on the
performing arts, so we took dance,
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“Feminism to me has to do with justice, with not having to worry about getting
assaulted or being killed. It is about having an equal right to live and to be seen,”

painting, music, theater and matrtial
arts from pre-K through fifth grade.
Once in sixth grade, it was kind of
specialized to choose one of those
and, of course, | chose dance.”

For Lopez, dancing was not only
the way in which she grew up, it
became a vital part of her life and
the way she presented herself to
others. Her path had dance written
all over and it was in seventh grade
when she understood that dance
was more than just an interest for
the weekends. “We would perform
a lot, so | was in dance all the

time, like in school and outside of
school and very young, perhaps

in seventh grade, | knew dancing
was more than just a hobby,” Lopez
says. “It was my way of living and
my way of being in the world. It was
never in my childhood that dance
was not a possibility. It was always
there, so when | started thinking of
what | was going to do with my life,
it was always a choice.”

Envisioning herself in the dance
world, Lopez was not going to settle
for less. As her beloved Colombia

didn’t offer a dance program, where
she could continue working on her

Sandra Paola Lopez Ramirez
UTEP dance instructor

education and professional growth,
she decided to move to the U.S.

in 2004. Lopez says moving from
Colombia and attending Missouri
State University, where she would
receive a Bachelor of Arts degree in
dance performance, was an exciting
experience she won't forget.

After graduating from Missouri
State in 2008, Lopez also received
a master’s degree in education

in curriculum and instruction with

an aesthetic education focus from
the University of lllinois at Urba
na-Champaign in 2013. In 2014, Lo
pez moved to El Paso and became
a faculty member at the University
of Texas at El Paso’s Department of
Theatre and Dance. Lopez teaches
an array of dance courses at UTEP,
she has held several improvisation
workshops as well as offering dance
lessons for children.

Stephanie Zamora, junior digital
media production major, describes
the impact that Lopez has had on
her while taking a dance course
and throughout the times she has
seen her perform.“Sandra is a very
easygoing person with a strong
character, imposing the courage

in you to make the impossible,
possible,” Stephanie says. “She is
an affectionate woman with high
standards because she knows that
if people are consistent, the best will
come out of them and she pushes
you to do so.”

Lopez and her husband, pia

nist Chris Reyman, co-founded
In2lmprov, a community-based
organization that seeks to em
power underserved communities
in the El Paso and Ciudad Juarez
area through the richness of
performance and improvisation,
while promoting social and artis
tic development.

Spark, Knee-Jerk and Cattleya are
three programs within the organiza
tion that Lopez says create spaces
for others to freely express them
selves. “Everything is framed around
this idea that we can be both who
we are, who we want to be and who
we are becoming,” Lopez says. “We
are creating spaces where people
can create new things together by
creating the conditions for people to
do something new.”

Cattleya was created for women
to challenge the way they perceive
themselves spiritually, emotionally
and physically, all while recreating
the representations of femininity
and masculinity.

Lopez says the success of In2lm
prov and Cattleya projects had a
powerful outcome, leading them to
collaborate with Sin Violencia A.C.,
a women’s shelter in Cd. Juérez that
works to prevent gender violence as
well as provides women with medi
cal and psychological services.

Lopez says living in the U.S. for 14
years has allowed her to become
more aware of the complexity of
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racism and sexism, both inside
and outside the U.S., which has
positioned her as an activist in

the name of feminism. “Feminism
to me has to do with justice, with
not having to worry about getting
assaulted or being killed. It is about
having an equal right to live and to
be seen,” Lopez says.

Her recent activities not only reflect
her frame of mind, dialogue and
individuality, but recently politics
have undeniably found a way into
her works. One example is Braiding
Borders, a peaceful protest that
occurred on the same day as Presi
dent Donald Trump’s inauguration
in January 2017, where 52 women
from El Paso and Cd. Juarez
came together to braid their hair

in response to Trump’s racist and
hateful rhetoric against immigrants.

The event received national media
coverage from The New York
Times, Remezcla and Splinter
News. Lopez says the strong
energy and the power around this
performance was greater than
what she ever imagined. “We were
blown away, we didn’t expect it

at all. It was like a cherry on top
because that’s not why we were
doing it,” Lopez says. “We were
there showing solidarity and resis
tance by doing what we want to
see rather than opposing what we
don’t want. It was a reassurance
of the power of that choice.”

Being a ballet dancer for 27
years, Lopez says, didn’t prevent
her from facing harsh criticism
from mentors and peers in re
gards to her body image. “l was
always told | needed to be on a
diet, that | didn’t fit the mold and
that | needed to get surgery to fix
my feet and that | was never go
ing to be a dancer,” Lopez says.

A recent performance piece titled
“Red moon, white moon, blue
moon,” was inspired by Lopez’s
inner experience and the acquisi
tion of birth control pills at the age
of 16, when she suffered from very
strong cramps. The only knowledge
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Lopez had of birth control pills,
besides getting rid of the severe
cramps, was that she could not be
come pregnant. When a doctor told
her she hadn’t been ovulating in
quite a while in 2016, Lopez began
researching about the menstrual
cycle. “| started reading about the
menstrual cycle, ancient feminists
archetypes. | started tracking my
cycle, keeping a journal that | keep
to this day and getting in touch with
my cycle and what it means to be
a cyclical woman and the power in
that,” Lopez says.

Lopez says she became aware of
how culture demonized menstruation
and created a dance that celebrat
ed women'’s different experiences
with menstruation. The piece which,
once again, was only intended as a
personal and intimate piece, quickly
became a fueled political statement.
“For me, initially it was like, ‘I'm

just going to make a dance about
menstruation because that’s what
I’'m doing in my life right now,” but it
became this big political statement
and another reason why this is very
important to show, has to be talked
about and seen,” Lopez says.

Hilda Guerra, a senior Spanish
education major and former student
of Lopez, says that the instructor
transmits important messages
through her dances. “Sandra made
me see different points of view in
respect to the traditional roles that a
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woman is taught to follow. She made
me aware of the fact that because
you undeniably are a woman, there
is no such rule as ‘you are expected
to get married and have children,”
Hilda says. “That is an idea that
society has pushed us to believe and
at the end of the day, you don’t need
to procreate to feel fulfilled.”

For Lopez, she says the greatest re
ward when culminating a lecture or a
project is for the participants to take
away something and that her work
resonates with them in some way.

Isabel Portillo, senior digital me
dia production major, says Lopez
is one of the most energetic
persons she has known. “Through
dancing, she would radiate the
room with energy, transmitting it
to us and making us feel confi
dent practicing every movement
and allowing us to laugh at our
own mistakes,” Isabel says.

Reyman says he admires his wife
because she continues to grow as
a daughter, a woman, a performer
and as an activist, always striving
to do better. “I learn from Sandra
Paola on a daily basis, she sup
ports me to grow in all that | do,”
Reyman says. “Our professional
and personal lives are complete
ly intertwined and through these
blurred boundaries, | constantly
learn how to be a better collabora
tor, partner and humane”
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En Breve

C uando la profesora de dan
za en la Universidad de Texas
en El Paso, Sandra Paola Lopez
Ramirez, era nifa, ella no dejaba
de sefnalar una escuela de baile,
actividad que se convertiria en su
pasion. Con una sonrisa en sus la
bios, cuenta que, junto a su madre,
solian pasar frente a la escuela de
camino a casa. Asi fue como Lopez
descubrié el mundo de la danza
durante su tiempo creciendo en
Bogotéa, Colombia.

Siendo criada en un vecindario

de clase media, como Lopez lo
describe, sus padres tenian la
estabilidad financiera para cubrir
los gastos de actividades extra
curriculares, de modo que Lopez
siempre tuvo libertad para explorar
sus talentos. Por supuesto, ella
siempre eligi6 la danza.

Como su querida Colombia no
ofrecia un programa de danza en
donde Lopez pudiera continuar su
educacion y crecimiento profesional,
ella decidi6 mudarse a los Estados
Unidos y estudiar en la Universidad
Estatal de Missouri en 2004. Para
2014, Lopez se convirti6 en miembro
de la facultad del departamento de
danza y teatro en UTEP, mudandose
a la frontera.

Actualmente, Lopez y su esposo,
el pianista Chris Reyman, fundaron
In2lmprov, una organizacién que
busca empoderar a las comuni
dades desatendidas de la frontera
El Paso-Ciudad Juarez a través de
las riquezas de la interpretacion

e improvisacién, promoviendo un
desarrollo artistico y social.

Lopez dice que vivir por 14 afios
en Estados Unidos la ha hecho
ser mas consciente del racismo 'y
sexismo existente dentro y fuera
de Estados Unidos, lo que la ha
posicionado como una activista en
nombre del feminismo.

“El feminismo para mi tiene que
ver con justicia, con no tener que
preocuparse por ser asaltada o
matada. Es sobre tener un dere
cho equitativo a vivir y ser vista”,
Lopez dice.

Sus actividades recientes no
soélo reflejan su critica, dialogo e
individualidad como artista, sino
que han encontrado la manera
de ser politizados.

Un ejemplo es “Trenzando Fron
teras”, una protesta pacifica que

ocurrié el mismo dia de la inau
guracion del presidente Donald
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Trump en enero del 2017, donde 52
muijeres de El Paso y Cd. Juarez se
reunieron para trenzar su cabello en
respuesta de la retérica racista y de
odio hacia inmigrantes.

Una obra reciente se titula “Red
moon, white moon, blue moon”.
Fue inspirada por la experiencia
personal de Lopez al momento de
adquirir pildoras anticonceptivas
a los 16 anos, cuando sufria de
célicos fuertes.

Lopez dice que en cuanto se hizo
consciente de la cultura demoni
zada de la menstruacion, cre6 un
baile que celebrara las diferentes
experiencias de las mujeres con la
menstruacion. La obra pretendia
ser entendida como una personal
e intima, pero se convirtié en una
fuerte declaracion politica.

“Para mi, inicialmente era como
‘solamente voy a hacer un baile
sobre la menstruacién porque es
lo que esta pasando en mi vida
ahorita’, pero se convirtié en esta
gran declaracion politica y otra
razén por la que era importante
mostrarla, hablarla y verla”,
Lopez dicee
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